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At  a  Council  Meeting  of  the  Society  of  Antiquaries  of  Scotland,  held  on 
the  16th  of  January  1860, 

Mr  Stuabt,  Secretary,  reported  that,  in  terms  of  former  Besolutions,  the 
Third  Volume  of  the  Progssdinos  of  the  Societt  was  in  progress  under 
the  joint  superintendence  of  Mr  David  Laing  and  Dr  John  Alexander 
Smith  ;  and  that  the  First  Part  would  he  ready  for  circulation  among  the 
Members  in  the  course  of  tho  present  Sospion. 
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On  proceeding  to  a  ballot, 

W.  £.  Evans,  Esq.,  Rector  of  the  Grammar-School,  Aberdeen, 

was  elected  a  Fellow,  and 
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The  Donations  to  the  Museum  and  Library,  received  during  the  sum- 
mer recess,  were  exhibited. 

CosMO  Innes,  Esq.,  V.P.,  delivered  the  following 


OPENING  ADDRESS. 

GsirrLEinN, — On  this,  St  Andrew's  day,  it  is  a  customary  and  com- 
mendable practice  to  commence  the  business  of  the  season  by  a  review 
of  the  state  and  prospects  of  the  Society,  and  of  that  department  of 
historical  study  which  we  cultivate.  I  find  we  are  now  77  years  old ; 
for  the  Society  was  instituted  in  1780,  though  it  did  not  obtain  its  charter 
till  1783.  The  cause  of  the  delay  was  curious.  It  arose  from  the  oppo- 
sition of  two  bodies  whom  we  should  not  now  willingly  think  hostile — 
the  University  of  Edinburgh,  and  the  Faculty  of  Advocates.  They  did 
ns  the  honour  to  be  jealous  of  our  preparations  for  study,  and  especially 
of  our  projected  Museum,  which  might,  it  was  thought,  divert  an  old  MS. 
or  coin  from  the  Library,  or  some  attractive  specimen  of  natural  his- 
tory (for  our  original  institution  included  natural  history)  from  the 
Museum  which  the  University  was  then  projecting  for  itself.  But  in 
Bpite  of  the  avowed  jealousy  of  these  powerful  rivals,  the  Society  of 
Antiqiittriea  obteizied  tiiair  charter  (dated  29th  March  1783),  by  virtue  of 
wUdi  we  lUKf0  lllil  Ittmoar  to  call  Her  Majesty  and  her  successors  our 
Pitmtt.  !Bi|||j||||g.j|iii  yt^  vigorous  in  its  first  years.  The  lists  of 
liflf:  IMIifif^Mj^^  ^  by  Mr  Smellie  in  his  History  of  the 

'^floe-bearers,  92  ordinary  members, 
Artists  associated,  including  a  fair 
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ffpriuklirjg  of  noliility,  and  names  desirable  for  influence  and  ornament. 
ThtiHfi  liht*j  corijprehend  a  share  of  that  intelligence  and  brilliant  talent 
which  then  diHtinguiiihcd  Edinburgh ;  while  the  lists  of  corresponding  and 
honorary  mcmlMfrH  aro  filled  with  the  names  of  the  best  antiquaries  of 
JUjmttj  and  of  men  who,  like  Horace  Walpole,  Daines  Barrington,  Bichard 
Oough,  and  Bishop  Percy,  while  zealous  antiquaries,  threw  the  charm  of 
thoir  own  gonius  over  the  study  which  they  loved  so  well.  One  of  the 
<*arly  H<.'hc'iiie8  of  our  Society — proposed  originally  by  Lord  Hailes,  who 
may  Ik;  counted  the  originator  and  first  director  of  accurate  historical 
inquiry  among  uh — was  a  collection  of  the  chartularies  of  our  bishoprics 
and  njonasteries,  which  he  offered  himself  to  superintend.  Though  long 
overlooked,  that  great  object  was  brought  forward  in  more  favourable  cir- 
cumHtanccH  by  Seott  and  Mr  Thomas  Thomson,  and  has  been  prosecuted 
almost  if)  a  conclusion  in  our  own  time.  But  the  great  project  of  the 
original  members  and  the  early  meetings  was  to  obtain  an  account  of 
every  parish  in  Scotland,  its  natural  history,  antiquities,  and  statistics, 
i  need  not  tell  you  how,  a  few  years  later,  that  scheme  was  taken  up  by 
Sir  John  Sinclair,  and  brought  to  a  succcspful  termination  by  the  clergy 
of  the  National  Church,  whose  labours  afford  us  a  mass  of  topography 
which,  imperfect  as  it  is,  cannot  be  paralleled  in  any  other  country. 
Many  circumstances,  however,  combined  to  thwart  the  study  of  antiqui- 
ties at  that  time,  and  to  dimininli  the  estimation  and  usefulness  of  our 
Society.  In  one  respect  only  did  it  thrive  and  advance  from  its  com- 
mencement, and  through  those  years  of  surrounding  torpor.  The  Musbum 
gradually  rose  into  importance ;  and  by  the  liberality  aud  patriotism  of 
Scotsmen  everywhere,  it  has  kept  its  place  among  the  collections  for 
illustrating  ancient  national  manners  and  customs.  I  must  remind  you, 
however,  that  until  lately  our  fine  Museum  was  but  a  rude  and  undi- 
gested heap  of  matter,  where  the  skilled  antiquary  indeed  might  find  his 
object  of  search,  but  only  confounding  and  misleading  the  younger  stu- 
dent. But  wo  have  fallen  upon  better  times  as  regards  the  study  of  our 
national  antiquities.  The  student  has  no  longer  to  grope  for  his  histori- 
cal facts  through  rooms  full  of  unarranged  and  MS.  record.  The  Becord 
Commission,  however  vilified  in  England,  cleansed  the  Angean  attUe  of 
Scottish  records ;  and  by  its  labours — directed  by  one 
by  the  ancillary  labours  of  the  Bannatjme,  Maifliind 
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we  have  on  the  ahelves  of  our  better  libraries  a  long  Geries  of  national 
and  local  records — a  body  of  chronicleB — a  vast  mass  of  early  dociaments 
illuatrating  life  anil  manners — which  were  linown  only  by  name  to  our 
predeceBsors.  Theee  give  accuracy  of  fact  and  date.  No  loom-iicss  of 
etatemcDt  will  be  tolerated  within  the  range  of  tliese  authorities.  But, 
more,  the  treasury  of  our  national  records  itself  is  now  opea  to  the  Btu- 
dcDt,  not  only  free  of  exiiense,  but  with  a  guide  worthy  of  his  jilace  to 
assist  and  encourage  his  researches.  It  is  not  now  necessary  to  remind 
any  one  that  that  repository  does  not  contain  only  title-deeds  and  irk- 
some multitudes  of  legal  documents.  It  is  full  of  the  genuiue  malerials 
of  history,  as  one  of  our  moat  valued  members  can  testify  ;  for  it  is 
from  his  unwearied  study  of  a  single  branch  of  these  records  that  wo 
are  to  expect  ere  long  "The  Domestic  Annals  of  Scotland."  I  need  not 
tell  you  that  there  are  many  rich  collections  of  antiijuities,  public  and 
private,  in  England,  always  open  to  the  intelligent  student.  Dublin  haa 
a  Museum  rich  in  antiquities  that  march  side  by  side  with  ours,  giving 
and  receiving  illustration  at  every  step,  while  it  dazzles  you  with  its 
armlets  and  girdles  of  massy  gold.  Copenhagen,  I  believe,  has  a  still 
finerMnseumof  antiquities,  for  there  the  King  is  a  zealous  antiquary;  and 
besides  the  chief  director.  Councillor  C,  J.  Thomson  (to  whose  indefati- 
gable exertions  the  formation  of  the  Museum  itself  is  in  a  great  measure 
owing),  it  has  had  the  good  fortune  to  secure  the  services  of  a  very 
accomplished  Curator— one  who  hos  lived  amongst  ub,  and  in  whom 
"  every  Scottish  antiquary  will  find  a  friend.  It  is  in  fact  to  the  modem 
antiquaries  of  Denmark  and  the  North  that  we  owe  our  present  sys- 
tematic arrangement  of  anti<iuitieB,  which  you  know  as  applied  to  our  own 
country  in  Dr  Daniel  Wilson's  "Pre-historic  Annals."  1  need  not  stop  to 
point  out  the  numerous  exceptions  with  which  that  system  must  be 
received,  and  need  hardly  warn  you  against  pushing  any  such  system  to 
a  rigorous  degree  of  precision.  The  classification,  such  as  it  is,  has  done 
much  to  bring  order  and  light  out  of  confuiiioQ  and  chaos.  It  is  not 
only  in  moseums  and  libraries,  in  printed  records,  and  accessible  record- 
offices,  that  this  age  is  more  propitious  to  the  study  of  antiquities.  There 
is  a  feeling  in  society  and  through  the  world  in  our  favour.  You  no  longer 
hear  antiquaries  sneered  at  as  laborious  triilers.  Any  one  who  witnessed 
the  admiration  and  intelligent  interest  shown  by  the  strangers  who  visited 
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tbe  fine  exhibition  of  tlie  Arcliteological  Institute  here  last  year — any 
oue  \rlio*k&9  watchuU  the  crowde  at  Mauohi'ster  gathering  round  the 
tublefl  covered  with  well-arranged  atiliciuittes — must  admit  that  the 
public  are  not  dead  to  the  feeling  of  tbe  antiquary,  especially  where, 
by  skilful  arrangement,  the  history  of  art  is  illustrated  along  witb 
the  history  of  mau'a  progress.  I  am  satisfied  that  the  fault  is  rather 
in  ourselves.  I  am  not  here  to  dissuado  from  high -sustained  study 
and  scholarly  labour.  Research  and  comparison  of  antiquities  are  our 
proper  functions  as  antiquaries.  But  it  is  not  impossible — it  is  worth  the 
labour,  and,  liflieve  me,  it  is  not  unworthy  of  you — to  make  our  studies 
popular,  to  carry  the  intelligent  public  along  with  ua  in  our  reaearcbes, 
out  comparisons,  even  in  those  discussions  which  form  the  businese  of 
our  ordinary  meetings.  Almost  our  foremost  duty  is,  as  the  custodiers  of 
Ibis  fine  Museum,  now  national  pro]>erty,  to  fill  up  its  chief  blanks,  and 
secure  additional  objects  of  interest;  to  improve  its  classification,  as 
illustrating  the  progress  of  the  people  and  the  country  from  tbe  earliest 
times ;  to  leave  absolutely  no  object  imlabelled ;  to  distribute  tbe  collec- 
tion so  as  to  show  the  progress  from  the  rudest  perioil  to  the  most  advonced 
of  mediieval  art — of  that  rich  period  which  excites  the  admiration  and 
sometimes  the  despair  of  modern  imitators  ;  to  make  tbe  collection  easv 
of  access  to  every  student.  To  realise  even  a  small  pott  of  these  objects, 
we  must  have  more  space,  more  light,  more  attendance  for  visitors  and 
students.  It  is  a  great  pleasure  to  think  that  these  objects  are  now 
within  definite  reach.  Fitting  apartments  are  now  allotted  to  us.  Tbe 
Treasury,  the  Board  of  Works,  are  all  willing  we  should  have  possesfiiuu. 
The  Board  of  Manufacturea  are  not  unwilling.  We  find  no  opiMtaitioQ 
anywhere ;  only  tbe  thing  does  not  move  on.  The  pictures  belonging  to 
the  Board  still  cover  what  may  be  our  walls;  and,  though  all  the 
machinery  is  right  hero,  it  will  require  a  little  enei^  and  octivity  of  our 
friends  to  launch  tbe  "  Leviathau."  If  we  wanted  any  additional  motive 
for  desiring  to  get  into  our  new  and  more  spacious  apartments,  we  have  it 
in  two  valuable  collections  which  wait  for  that  event  to  he  mode  available. 
Mr  Rhind,  to  whose  zealous  and  influential  good  ofBces  tbe  tinni 
ment  of  our  new  apartments  is  in  no  small  degree  owing,  Ijn. 
to  tbe  Museum  some  large  coses  of  Egj-ptian  autiqi  " 
several  years'  ex{iloration  in   the  tombs  beside  tbe 
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eyen  be  ojtened  til]  we  ha^e  room  anil  light  for  their  airangerneiit. 
Secondly,  Sir  Gi-orge  Clerk  of  Penicuik  hiis  intimated  his  intention  of 
presenting  that  important  collection  of  Roman  altars,  and  other  ves- 
tiges of  fioraan  occupation  of  Scotland,  now  at  Penicuik ;  but  this  gift, 
like  the  former,  depends  upon  our  having  a  fitting  place  of  custody  and 
exhibition.  These  eiamples  will  not  be  thrown  away ;  and  already 
otber  collections  are  preparing,  which  will  fill  up  some  of  the  largest 
blanks  of  our  Museum.  These  are  eteiia  of  progress — a  progress  that 
marks  the  present  estimation  in  which  the  Society  stands  with  the  coun- 
try, and  which  will  lead  more  than  anything  to  our  extended  iiillueDoe 
and  usefulneas.  A  few  fignres  may  help  to  show  the  present  state  and 
proBpeots  of  our  Society.  The  Fellow*,  in  March  1846  (11  years  ago), 
amounted  to  146;  in  November  1857,  to  249.  Since  1845  the  funds  of 
the  Society  have  in  like  manner  recovered  from  a  state  which  involved 
the  wry  existence  of  the  Society : — Therefore  I  am  bound  to  say  the 
Society  is  making  progress  in  every  way.  But  I  think  it  is  capable  of 
becoming  greatly  more  influential.  Our  new  Museum  will  do  much  to 
rouse  public  attention.  Again,  the  wide  field  which  we  occupy  might  be 
advantageously  subdivided,  were  the  members,  as  baa  sometimes  here 
been  suggested,  to  devote  themselves  io  sections  to  special  objects,  thus 
throwing  upon  the  labourers  more  of  the  interest  and  the  responsibility 
of  individual  cultivation.  We  must  therefore  call  upon  members  to 
make  some  exertion  in  our  behalf.  Many  of  our  Fellows  could  give  us 
papers  that  would  create  great  interest  in  our  proceedings.  Many  have 
opportunities  to  procure  objects  for  the  Museum.  All  can  mako  more 
widely  known  the  great  objects  of  our  Society,  and  so  secure  sympathy 
and  support. 

My  last  duty,  as  Chairman,  is  to  announce  the  names  of  Follows  and 
Members  whom  we  have  lost  since  last  Anniversary  Meeting.  There 
arc  five  Fellows — 


Walter  Adam,  M,D.,  F.R.C.P.E.. 
Bight  Hon.  Jameh  Eabl  of  Fife,  K.  T., 
OKoaoB  FoBBBB.  Esq,,  F.R,8.E..  . 
Bev.  James  Hatebb. 
Wn.UAU  HesRT  Plavfaih,  E6q,,Arfliiti' 


1844 
1820 

leiQ 
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To  this  number  is  to  be  added  one  Honorary  Member — 

Fbahcib,  Eabl  of  Ell^suibi!,  E.Q.,  elected  io  1849, 

a  person  bo  accompliBLed,  tbat  bia  zeal  for  our  special  Btudy  can 
hardly  form  part  of  bis  character.  However  amiable  and  regretted  some 
of  these  are,  they  were  all  better  known  in  other  relations  than  as  Fel- 
lows and  Members  of  our  Society,  and  it  would  be  out  of  place  to  attempt 
their  eulogy  here.  During  the  eame  period  the  Society  has  received  an 
addition  of  nineteen  Fellows. 

On  the  motion  of  Bichami  Hum,  M.D.,  seconded  by  the  Bev.  "W.  LiSB- 
SAT  AuxANOER,  D.D.,  the  thanks  of  the  Meeting  were  tendered  to  Mr 
Inheb  for  bis  address. 

The  ordinary  buainesB  of  the  Meeting  being  closed,  the  following 
Communication  was  read : — 


I. 


HISTORICAL  DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  ALTAB-PIECE,  PAINTED  IN  THE 
REIGN  OF  KING  JAMES  THE  THIRD  OP  SCOTLAND,  BELONGING 
TO  BER  MAJESTY,  IN  THE  PALACE  OF  HOLYROOD.  Bt  DAVID 
LAINCi.  Est).,  F.S.A.  Scot. 

A  Memorial  was  recently  addresBed  to  her  Majesty  at  Balmoral,  re- 
specting the  ancient  Altar- Piece,  bo  well  known  as  exhibiting  portraits 
of  King  James  the  Third  of  Scotland  and  his  Queen.  The  purport  of 
the  Memorial  was  to  point  out  the  special  interest  with  wbicb,  in  this 
country,  the  painting  bas  long  been  regarded  as  a  work  of  art,  and  to 
pray  that  it  might  be  transferred  from  Hampton  Court  to  the  Palace  of 
Holyroonl,  us  the  most  appropriate  place  for  preserving  authentic  Por- 
traits of  the  Boyal  Family  of  Scotland.  On  her  return  to  Holyrood,  her 
Majesty,  through  Sir  Benjamin  Hall,  First  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works,  having  been  graciously  pleased  to  comply  with  the  prayer  of  this 
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Memorial,  and  the  painting  having  now  rencheil  ita  destination,  it  was 
suggested  that  eome  detailed  description  of  it  would  be  desirable.' 

lu  attempting  to  prepare  Buch  an  account,  my  endeavour  wiis  to  throw 
some  light,  not  only  on  the  pcreons  whom  it  represents,  but  the  place 
Tor  which  this  altar-piece  was  designed,  and  the  probable  name  of  the 
artist.  The  result  of  a  careful  inquiry  lioa  proved  aomewhut  uuespected ; 
and  I  hope  to  be  able  to  show,  that  the  current  statements  on  these 
points  are  altogether  unfounded — namely,  that  the  two  leading  portraits 
could,  at  no  time  of  their  lives,  represent  King  James  tbe  Fomtb  and 
his  Queen  Uargaret  Tudor ;  tbat  Mabuse  could  not  have  been  the  artist ; 
and  thai,  ander  no  conceivable  circumstances,  could  tbe  painting  bavo 
been  executed  for  the  Chapel- Itoyal  of  Stirling,  which  ilates  its  founda- 
tion in  the  year  15U1 ; — hat,  on  the  other  hand,  that  it  was  painted  not 
later  than  the  year  1464,  as  the  altar-piece  of  tbe  Collegiate  Church  of 
tbe  Holy  Trinity,  Edinburgh ;  and  that  in  addition  to  tbe  recognised 
portraits  of  King  James  tbe  Third  of  Scotland,  his  Queen,  Margaret  of 
Denmark,  and  their  eldest  eon,  known  as  James  the  Fourth,  one  of  the 
angel  figures  seated  at  the  organ  has  goott  claims  to  be  recognised  as 
(be  only  existing  portrait  of  the  widowed  Queen  Mary  of  Oueldres,  by 
whom  that  church  was  founded  in  the  year  14G2. 

The  two  pannels  of  fir,  covered  with  gji>8um,  containing  these  portraits, 
measure,  without  the  frames,  about  6  feet  10  inches  by  3  feet  8  inches; 
and  they  formed  the  folding  doors  of  on  altar-piece,  being  painted,  as 
OBual,  on  both  sides.     In  Finkeiton's  letmograjphia  Stxtica,  published  in 


'  Am  this  subject  baa  not  escaped  notice  Jn  tbe  newspaperfl,  I  bog  to  sCato,  that 
Die  credit  of  Uiis  noTemBnt  is  entirely  due  to  the  enthiuiutio  leal  of  mj  friend  Mr 
W.  B.  Jobnatone,  R.SA.  Being  tlia  onl;  persone  concerned  in  proiioring  tlie  Ho- 
morial,  we  thonght  it  might  defeat  its  object  b;  giving  it  much  publicity :  and  in 
the  letter  which  aceompaniad  the  Memorial,  when  tranamitlwl  by  the  Lord  Provnst. 
it  woB  remarked,  "  it  would  liavo  been  easy  to  have  obtained  numerooB  Bignatnres 
to  tbe  petition,  bnt  it  was  considered  more  becoming  to  have  only  a  fev  eelect  namea 
ndkibited,  anffldent  to  give  somo  weight  to  the  application."  The  Memorial  in 
qnuatiim  was  signed  by  tbe  Duke  o(  Hamilton,  the  Dnke  of  Buccleucb.  the  Marquess 
of  Oalbonsip,  tbe  Lord  Provost  of  Edinburgh,  tbe  SberiiT  of  Mld-Lotbiaa.  the  Prosi- 
Jeut  of  the  Royal  Scottish  Academy.  BJr  Arobilmld  AliMin  and  Mr  Glassroid  Bell, 
tMiurtff  and  Sberiff-snbslitnto  of  Limnrksliiro,  Sir  William  Jghiulone,  and  Principal 
Lee,  Senior  Dean  of  tlio  ChapiJ-Hojal. 
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1797,  reduced  engravlDgs  are  given  of  three  of  the  compartmentB ;  and 
he  had  the  merit  of  first  directing  public  attention  to  this  picture,  and  of 
clearly  pointing  out  two  of  the  portraits  to  be  those  of  James  the  Third 
and  his  Queen ;  although  the  old  and  incorrect  descriptions  were  still 
appended  to  them  at  the  late  Manchester  Exhibition,  and  repeated  by 
Dr  Waagen.  The  descriptions  of  this  "  exquisite  painting/'  as  Pinkerton 
terms  it,  are  so  accurate,  that  I  cannot  do  better  than  quote  his  words, 
as  they  occur,  in  a  somewhat  comprehensive  form,  in  his  "  History  of 
Scotland." 

'^  That  some  eminent  foreign  painter,"  he  remarks,  '^  had  also  visited 
Scotland  about  1482,  appears  from  the  celebrated  picture  at  Kensington, 
in  the  form  of  a  folding  altar-piece,  painted  on  both  sides,  or  in  four 
compartments.  The  first  represents  the  King  kneeling ;  behind  him  is 
his  son,  a  youth  about  twelve  years  of  age,  which  ascertains  the  date ; 
and  Saint  Andrew,  the  patron  saint  of  Scotland.  The  Boyal  Crown  is 
not  arched,  nor  was  apparently  till  the  reign  of  James  Y.,  when  new  re- 
galia were  ordered,  but  it  has  high  fleurous  of  great  richness ;  the  robe 
is  of  a  lilac  hue,  furred  with  ermine ;  the  vest,  cloth  of  gold.  In  the 
second  compartment,  the  Queen  appears,  also  kneeling,  in  a  kirtle  of 
cloth  of  gold  and  blue  robe ;  her  head-dress,  one  blaze  of  gold  and  jewels: 
the  arms  depicted  with  exact  heraldry,  indicate  thp  daughter  of  Denmark ; 
and  behind  her  is  a  personage  in  plato-armour,  apparently  her  father,  in 
the  character  of  St  Canute,  the  patron  of  his  kingdom. 

"  Of  the  two  compartments,  on  the  reverse  of  this  grand  piece,  one 
represents  the  Trinity.  In  the  other  an  ecclesiastic  kneels;  but  his 
heraldry,  of  three  buckles  and  a  chovcron,  can  hardly  be  traced,  except 
to  the  obscure  family  of  Bonkil  in  the  Merse.'  Behind  is  a  kind  of 
organ,  with  two  angels,  not  of  ideal  beauty,  and  perhaps  portraits  of  the 
King's  two  sisters,  Mary  Lady  Hamilton,  and  Margaret,  then  unmarried ; 
a  conjecture  supported  by  the  uncommon  ornament  of  a  coronet  on  the 
head  of  one  of  the  angels.  Hardly  can  any  kingdom  in  Europe  boast  of 
a  more  nolle  family  picture  of  this  early  epoch  ;  and  it  is  in  itself  a  con- 
vincing specimen  of  the  attention  of  James  III.  to  the  Arts."^ 

1  "  But  it  may  be  Sir  William  Rogers,  or  some  other  eminent  foreigner.'* — KaU 
hy  Pinkerton. 

2  History  of  Scotland,  vol.  i.  p.  423. 
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That  tlie^c  paiuttngs  represent  King  JnmeB  thu  Third  aud  liici  Queen, 
is  beyond  all  rjuestiun  ;  and  the  figure  of  the  young  Prince  Jamee,  who 
was  bom  on  the  I7th  of  Uarch  1471-2,  serves,  according  to  Pinkerton's 
remark,  to  fix  the  probabto  date  to  the  year  14S4.  James  the  Third,  it 
will  be  remembered,  waa  crowned  at  Kelso,  in  the  ninth  year  of  hie  age, 
on  tlie  10th  of  August  1460.  His  marriage  with  the  Princess  Margaret 
of  Denmark,  their  ages  being  about  eighteen  and  thirteen  years  respec- 
tively, was  celebrated  in  July  1469.  In  tbe  one  compartment,  the  royal 
anns  of  Scotland,  the  lion  with  the  double  tressure ;  in  the  other,  the 
anna  of  Scotland  and  Denmark  impaled,  are  exactly  blazoned  :  In  the 
firat  quarter,  the  latter  exhibits  three  crowns  for  the  three  united  king- 


AatBs  of  Denmark,  Sweden,  and  Norway  ;  the  second  has  the  three  lions 
of  Denmark ;  the  third,  the  lion  and  axe  of  Norway ;  and  tbe  fourth, 
lltu  dragon  for  Sclavonin  j  with  an  escutcheon  of  pretence,  surmounted 
by  Oldi'iihurg.  The  banner  borne  by  the  saint,  frequently  taken  for  St 
QeorgB,  is,  oa  Pinkcrton  states,  the  common  croes  of  the  Ciusades,  with 
•bitina  AnU^nt  Wit  inaour  IB  a  curioTiB  Specimen  of  the  plate- 
ange  by  the  sword;  and  a  helmet  iip- 


12  PROCEBDIKGS  OF  THB  S00IBT7  0¥ 

pears  in  the  preceding  compartment.  The  ornament  behind|  apparently 
of  oak  leaves,  is  singular,  and  has  not  been  satisfactorily  explained. 

With  respect  to  these  figures,  it  has  been  surmised,  that  as  the  one 
was  St  Andrew,  the  patron  saint  of  Scotland,  the  other  may  have  been 
the  patron  saint  of  Denmark,  and  the  features  those  of  the  Queen's 
father,  Christiem,  the  first  monarch  of  the  Oldenburg  dynasty.  I  am, 
however,  inclined  to  think  that  both  these  figures  were  portraits  of  two 
of  the  chief  ofiiccrs  of  State,  or  of  persons  connected  with  the  loyal 
household.  The  figure  for  St  Andrew  was  conjectured,  with  apparent 
plausibility,  to  have  been  that  of  Schevez,  Archbishop  of  St  Andrews, 
who  died  28th  January  1496-7 :  it  has,  however,  no  resemblance  to  a 
fine  medallion  portrait  of  that  prelate  by  an  Italian  artist.^  It  is  also 
doubtful  who  should  be  held  the  patron  saint  at  this  period,  whether  St 
Olave  or  St  Canute.  Canute  the  Fourth,  sumamed  the  Saint,  was  King 
of  Denmark  from  1080  to  1086.  He  was  slain  by  his  own  people  in  a 
revolt,  and  by  the  Church  was  honoured  among  the  saints  with  the  title 
of  Martyr.'  Olave  or  Olaus,  King  of  Norway,  also  sumamed  the  Saint, 
was  slain  in  a  battle  in  July  1030,  having  reigned  sixteen  years.  He 
likewise  was  placed  in  the  glorious  fellowship  of  saints  and  martyrs,'  and 
became  titular  saint  of  the  Cathedral  Church  of  Nidross,  the  name  being 
afterwards  superseded  by  that  of  Drontheim,  the  capital  of  Norway.  The 
Islands  of  Orkney  and  Zetland,  which  Queen  Margaret  had  as  her  dowry, 
belonged  rather  to  Norway  than  to  Denmark,  although,  at  the  time  of 
her  marriage,  Scandinavia  embraced  the  three  kingdoms  of  Denmark, 
Sweden,  and  Norway. 

These  two  compartments,  the  King  on  the  left  hand,  the  Queen  on  the 
right,  formed  the  external  portion  of  the  altar-piece.  Upon  opening 
these  as  folding-doois,  the  interior  displayed  the  other  compartments,  as 
described  in  the  words  of  Pinkerton  already  quoted.  Fortunately,  in 
the  one  to  the  right,  with  the  ecclesiastic  kneeling,  the  arms  on  the 
shield,  three  buckles  and  a  cheveron,  which  he  could  only  trace  to  "  the 
obscure  family  of  Bonkil  in  the  Merse,"  serves  to  show,  that  this  altar- 
piece  was  designed  for  the  Trinity  College  Church  of  Edinburgh,  and 
that  the  ecclesiastic  kneeling  was  Sir  Edward  Bonkil,  or  Boncle,  the 

*  In  the  possession  of  the  Rev.  Dr  Wellesloy,  Oxford. 

2  Butler's  Lives  of  the  Saints,  vol.  i.  p.  232.  3  Ibid.  vol.  vii.  p.  378. 
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first  provost  of  tfatit  eBtablialtmeiit,  and,  as  euch,  the  Queen's  conreseor. 
it  may  be  remarked,  was  quite  cuatomary  for 
prieela,  who  were  called  Pope 'a  kniglita. 
Hie  name  occurs  in  the  earlieat  public 
notices  of  the  cliurch,  after  its  erection 
had  been  confirmed  by  Papal  authority. 
One  or  two  instances  may  here  be  quoted. 
On  the  third  of  March  1471-2,  "  Sir 
Edward  Boncle,  Provost  of  the  College  of 
the  Trinitie,  beside  the  burgh  of  Edin- 
burgh," brought  an  action  before  the  Lords 
Auditors,  against  various  persons,  for  with- 
holding certain  malis  (or  rents),  payable  to  the  funds  of  tbe  College.'  His 
name  again  occurs  inthesamerecord,  13th  of  October  1479.'  But  a  more 
important  notice  occurs  in  the  Acts  of  the  Lords  of  Council,'  on  the  13th 
of  April  1485,  at  or  before  which  period  this  picture  must  have  been 
painted.  On  that  occasion  the  Lonla  of  Council  pronounced  a  decree, 
that  William  Purves  and  Ruhert  Purves,  sail  content  and  pay  to  iStr 
Edward  Bonds,  Provost  of  tM  Tr'mide  College,  beside  the  burgh  of  Edin- 
burgh, in  the  hehalfof  the  remanent  o/iJie  Chrkts  of  the  Ktvgia  Chapel,  as 
factor  to  thaim  of  viij  chalder  of  victual  for  the  teynd  schefis  of  the  town  of 
Fawnys,"  &c.  The  place  referred  to,  in  the  parish  of  Soutray,  formed  part 
of  tbe  endowment  of  the  College.    How  long  Bonkil  survived  is  uncertain.* 

Acta  AuditoTnm,  p.  23.  »  Ibid.  p.  86. 

Acta  Dam.  Cone,  p.  ■116.     Seo  aim  pp.  G2.  64. 

Mr  Joseph  Robertson  haa  since  kinilly  favoured  mo  with  some  extracts  from  tha 
Pulilic  Records,  which  show  thai  Bookil  was  alivo  in  1488,  but  v/ea  dead  beforij  149G. 
extracts  rofer  to  an  annual  grant  of  L.20  by  Kini;  JamEa  the  Thiril,  witli 
to  Walter  RnniBny  of  Duanre,  and  Dom.  Edward  Bonclo,  Provoat  of  the  College 
of  tbo  Roly  Trinity,  "  levare  firmas  eartindem  "  {certain  lands  in  Linlilhgowekire), 
iolersntia  Domini  Regis,  sicnt  foconint  par  novem  annua  olapsiis."  (8  Julij 
1479-6  Julij  1480). — Tbe  following  payment,  from  the  CubIoids  of  the  Borough  of 
Edinboigh  (Bol.  Seoco.  no,  2S8).  14  Jnnij  1466-1  Jnnij  1467.  is  also  curious :  "  Bt 
DoniiQo  Edwnrda  Bonclo  prcpoaito  ecolesio  Collegiate  Sancte  TrioilntiB  prope  Edin- 
burgh pro  ano  pare  OrganoTuui  ad  dictum  Collegium,  de  mnndato  Domini  Itogis.  i. 
litre."  Tbie,  aa  Mr  Itoberi«0D  tuggesta,  may  be  the  very  organ  represented  in  tha 
^etnie. 


u 
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In  1502  we  finJ  tlie  name  of  Mr  Joba  £radj',  Archdeacon  of  the  diocese 
of  Lothian,  as  Provost  of  Trinity  College.' 

Having  thus,  I  trust,  identified  the  eccleeiaBtic,  a  key  is  apparently 
furnished  to  the  entire  com]K>silion.  Hitherto  I  was  unahle  to  compre- 
hend how  the  two  angel  figures  could  pass  for  the  King's  sisters.  The 
Princess  Mary  long  survived  her  second  husband,  the  Lord  Hamilton, 
who  died  in  1179  ;'  and  her  younger  sister,  Princess  Margaret,  was  then 
in  disgrace.  As  the  internal  decorations  of  such  altar-pieces  were  always 
the  most  important,  it  seemed  ijuitc  inexplicable  that  any  obscure  eccle- 
siastic, or  that  the  younger  members  of  the  royal  family,  who  were  then 
alive,  should  occupy  such  a  conspicuous  place.  These  compartments,  in 
later  times,  being  seldom  or  ever  seen,  except  upon  sjKcial  application, 
I  never  had  an  opportunity  of  so  carefully  inspecting  them  as  to  draw 
any  conclusions  on  the  subject,  until  they  were  unpacked,  a  few  days 
since,  on  their  arrival  at  Holyrood.  But  if,  in  the  principal  figure,  so 
happily  represented  in  tlie  character  of  St  Cecilia,  seated  at  the  organ,  we 
recognise  the  deceased  Queen  Mary  of  Gueldrcs,  by  whom  the  church 
was  founded,  accompanied  by  the  Provost  as  confessor,  offering  up  hia 
devotions  to  the  Holy  Trinity,  in  whose  honour  that  church  was  conse- 
crated, the  propriety  of  such  a  decoration  for  the  high  altar  becomes  at 
once  apparent ;  and  the  more  so,  as  this  painting  must  have  occupied  a 
position  above  the  spot  where  the  Queen  was  interred.  The  coronet  de- 
notes her  royal  rank ;  her  age  is  that  of  a  person  not  less  than  thirty 

'  On  the  lat  of  Beptem'bcr  1502,  a  prceentation  to  Mr  Jolin  Brmlj,  of  tbo  Piovostry 
of  the  Triuit;  College,  beside  Edinburgh,  contuiaii  a  claiue  for  tho  Bnneiation  of  the 
vicarage  of  Womyis  pcrpotaall;  to  the  Frovost  of  tlio  sud  CuUego  and  bii  snccessora, 
(BegiB.  Seer.  Sigilli,  voL  ii.  foL  88.) 

■  The  Princess  Mar;,  oldoet  daughter  of  King  James  the  Second,  wtis  twiao  mar- 
tied.  Her  first  buibwid,  ThomM,  Master  of  Boyd,  wos,  on  their  marrJBge  in  1467, 
created  Eail  of  Arrun,  Hnving  soon  afterwards  boon  attainted,  be  fled  to  Denmark ; 
bttt  hiB  wife,  who  accompaniod  him,  is  Mid  either  to  have  returned  or  to  have  bean 
brought  buck,  whan  a  soutence  of  separation  was  pronounced  in  1470.  He  died  at 
Antwerp  in  1471 ;  and  three  joara  later  aho  married,  for  ber  second  husband,  James, 
first  Lord  Hamilton,  who  died  in  1470.  In  tho  yoiir  IGIQ,  her  name  occnra  as 
mediatiug  between  her  son  and  the  Begcnt,  John,  DiUie  of  Albany.  (Leslnus  de 
rebus  geatis  Scotonuu.  p.  S73.  Romic,  16T8,  4ta.)  Tlioir  grandson  James,  second 
Earl  of  Arrun,  was  Regent  or  Governor  during  the  minority  of  Queen  Mary,  and 
created  Duke  of  Chastelheranlt, 
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yeaiB  of  age,  which  she  had  altttiued  at  tho  time  of  her  decease ;  while  the 
joonger  Qgaie  behind  the  organ  might,  indeed,  be  her  eldest  daughter. 
An  examination  of  the  features  will  show  a  striking  resemblance  to  her 
son  King  James,  who,  among  his  qaalities,  good  and  bad,  may  have 
inherited  from  her  that  taete  for  music  for  which  he  was  remarkable. 

But  this  explanation  pf  the  original  destination  of  the  altar-piece  is 
further  confirmed  by  the  subject  of  the  fourth  comparfmeut,  I  need 
scarcely  remark,  that  such  decorations  for  the  high  altar  had  atwayH  a 
special  reference  to  the  dedication  of  the  church  itself.  Profane  as  such 
pictures  cannot  but  be  cBteemed  by  Protectants,  they  were,  and  still  are 
in  Popish  countries,  viewed  with  the  utmost  veneration. 

In  the  Collegiate  Accounts  referred  to,  one  of  the  later  entries  relating 
to  the  original  Common  Seal  as  aa  object  of  idolatry  may  be  quoted.  It 
is  anrprising  that  the  picture  itself  should  have  escaped  the  zeal  of  our 
iconoclasts ;  and  it  does  not  lessen  its  value  to  think  that  no  other  altar- 
piece  in  Scotland,  prior  to  the  Rofonnation,  is  known  to  exist. 

"At  the  TrimCie  College^  the  IvKntK-sex  dmj  of  Junij,  the  zeir 
o/ God  1574. 

"  The  qnhilk  day,  the  Provest  and  Prebendariis  vnderwrittin,  baveand 
respect  to  the  refonnatioiin  of  Eeligioun'and  aboleasing  of  Idolatrie,  baue 
tbocht  expedient  that  thair  commoun  eele  of  the  said  College,  be  thatr 
commoun  consent  of  thair  chaptoure,  be  ohangit  and  reformit  ;  thai. 
qnbair  the  samyn  eonCenie  the  ymage  of  the  Trinitie  cfter  the  auld  maner, 
In  place  tbairof  sal  be  writtin  thir  wordis,  Sancta  Trikitas  Tnts  Deub, 
and  vndemeth  the  lyoun  the  Kingia  ainnes,  with  the  foundatouris  airmes 
gif  thai  can  he  had.  And  this  ta  be  done  with  all  diligence,  that  all 
evidentis  to  pas  heirefter  to  be  aeillit  thairwith,  and  thai  that  ar  nocht 

seilUt  with  the  said  sele  efter  the  daiti:  heirof  to  tak  na  effect 

Subscriuit  be  the  said  Provest  and  Prebendaris  bandia,  day  and  place 
foirsaid.     Robebt  Pont,  Provest,  n^th  my  band."     And  six  other  names. 

An  impression  of  the  original  seal  referred  to,  but  in  a  somewhat  im- 
perfect state,  still  exists ;'  the  type  differs  from  the  painting  by  the 
introduction  of  the  Cross. 

'  See  Eenry  Laing'a  Calalofroo  of  Scottish  Senls,  No.  1021 . 
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Had  King  James  the  Third  escaped  his  untimely  fate  in  June  1488, 
among  the  various  noble  edifices  which  were  in  progress,  we  may  reason- 
ably conclude,  that  he  would  not  have  allowed  this  church  to  remain  in 
its  half-finished  state.  We  have  seen  from  the  public  records  in  1485, 
that  it  was  called  the  King's  Chapel.  Had  the  church  been  completed, 
we  may  further  presume  it  would  never  have  been  scheduled  for  railway 
fiurposes ;  and  thus  the  good  name  of  our  city  would  have  been  saved 
from  the  reflection  that,  by  their  refusal  to  expend  money  upon  the  spe- 
cial puri)0se  for  which  it  was  extorted  from  the  Bailway  Company,  a 
majority  of  Town  Councillors  require  a  decision  of  the  Court  of  Session 
to  enfnrrt'.  the  tn-mn  of  an  Act  of  ParltamerU  in  regard  to  the  restoration 
of  the  church.  The  series  of  accounts  of  receipts  and  expenditure,  con- 
n<;cteil  with  Trinity  College,  which  were  rendered  by  the  Provost,  and 
attested  by  the  Prebendaries,  from  the  year  1503  to  the  time  of  the 
fifjfonnation,  is  still  preserved.  Had  their  earlier  accounts,  or  had  those 
of  the  Lord  High  Treasurer  during  the  reign  of  King  James  the  Third 
(with  the  exception  of  tlie  year  1474),  been  also  in  existence,  we  should 
have  had  no  occasion  to  be  content  with  suggestions,  however  plausible, 
on  many  interesting  subjects.  But  these  later  accounts  furnish  some 
minute  and  curious  particulars  regarding  the  purchase  of  materials,  and 
the  slow  progress  made  in  adding  to  or  repairing  the  portions  of  the  church 
already  built ;  and  although  it  may  add  nothing  to  the  weight  of  the 
statements  whicli  I  have  made  concerning  the  destination  of  the  altar- 
piece,  it  is  worthy  of  notice,  that  in  three  of  the  compartments  glimpses 
of  the  interior  of  a  church  are  introduced,  and  these  may  be  easily  recog- 
nised, notwithstanding  some  discrepancies,  as  parts  of  the  windows  in 
the  aj)se  or  choir  of  Trinity  ("ollege  Church,  as  it  existed  till  the  year 
1848,  when  the  entire  building  was  so  recklessly  demolished. 

The  altar-piece  is  a  diptych,  and  is  evidently  a  complete  and  entire 
composition.  Had  it  been  othenvise,  there  can  be  no  question  that  the 
subject  of  the  Trinity  wrmld  have  formed  tlie  centre  portion  of  the  paint- 
ing. In  general,  such  paintings  were  triptychs ;  tliat  is,  besides  the  two 
wings,  there  was  a  centre  composition,  such  as  llio  Transfiguration,  the 
Crucifixion,  or  the  Taking  Down  from  the  Cross.    In  the  present  instance, 

1  nifl  Qnccn,  Margftrot  of  Denmark,  prodeccaeod  him  iu  February  1486-7. 
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wLen  we  canijiJtiT  the  aubjecU  of  the  two  iuternal  compart m cuts,  I  imagiue 
Ibat  no  each  centre-piece  ever  existed.  As  it  was  Dot  unoeual  to  combine 
architectural  ornaments  along  with  painting,  and  as  the  bigh  altar  bad 
ao  doubt  previously  u  crucifix  or  an  image  of  the  Mudonuu,  these  paint- 
ItigB  may  have  been  deeigaed,  in  connection  with  such  an  image,  tinder  a 
liehly-carved  Gothic  canopy,  for  the  centre  compartment.  In  the  Col- 
legiate Accounts  for  the  year  1503,  we  find — "  Item  (paid)  for  courtingia 
of  plesons  above  our  Lady  head,  and  the  freynzea  of  silkj  xxix.  s."  We 
have  also  notices  in  that  year  of  the  organ  :  "  Item,  to  Sir  Thomas 
Watson  for  the  Organia  for  iij  yeria,  x  li ;"  and  "  Item,  for  the  mending 
«f  the  Organia,  viij  a,'" 

As  the  painting  of  this  altar-j)iece  may,  with  some  degree  of  certainty, 
be  aaaigned  to  the  year  1484i  it  remains  to  consider  the  question,  Who 
waa  the  artiat?  It  has  usually  been  ascribed  to  Jean  Goaaaert,  called 
Uabiise.  Dr  Waagen,  evidently  misted  by  the  current  statement  that 
the  King  represented  was  James  the  Fourth,  and  Queen  Margaret,  more 
than  onc«  ascribes  the  picture  to  that  artist ;  but  the  period  at  which 
Uabuse  is  said  to  have  flouriehed  ia  too  recent  (1496-1532)  to  leave  any 
room  for  this  erroneous  conjecture.  But  his  remark  on  the  picture  itself 
arinces  how  well  he  could  appreciate  its  merits.  "  Unfortunately"  (are 
his  words),  "  the  beads  have  lost  much  of  their  original  modelling  by 
(pecially  that  of  the  King,  and  have  become  very  gray  in 
tone.  Nevertheless,  the  great  animation  of  conception,  excellent  drawing, 
•nd  masterly  execution,  make  them  very  attractive  to  the  true  lover  of 
M!.  Fossavant,  wliose  skill  and  judgment  in  such  matters  is  de- 
aerredly  acknowledged,  in  his  deacriptions,  eaya — *'  In  the  same  room  in 
Kensington   Palace  are  two  tolerably-sized  wings,  the  centre  picture 

In  the  same  accounts,  also,  at  later  dates,  an  image  of  the  Virgin  ia  specially 
inentioned ;  bat  in  ono  instance  it  was  connected  witli  the  Mury  aisle  of  Trinity 
Cburcli. 

'  TfEasoreB  of  Art  in  Great  Britnin,  vol.  ii.  p.  808.  In  his  kler  volume,  "  Oal- 
iee  and  Cabtncls  of  Art  in  Qreat  Britain,"  p.  227,  Woagen  mentions  this  picture 
oannexion  with  a  portrnit,  attributed  to  Hans  Memling,  at  Kensington  Palace, 
iJie  Prince  Consort :  and  says  that  "  both  conoeplian  and  colouring 
with  the  portriiits  by  Hnbnae  belonging  to  the  time  when  he  eseouted  those  of 
KlnK  and  Qncen  of  Scotland,  now  at  Hampton  Court."  We  might  rather  ntge 
ifl  in  ascrihing  both  works  to  Mftmling. 
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(uulees  the  space  waa  formerly  filled  up  by  carving)  is  niiBaiiig.  These 
are  works  of  considerable  merit,  and  recall  the  elyle  of  a  master,  probably  an 
Antwerpiaa,  an  Annuneialion  by  whom,  in  the  Boisserie  Qallcry,  has  been 
erroneously  given  out  for  a  Hugo  van  der  Goes."'  TliB  altar-piece  is  an- 
doubtedly  of  the  school  of  Van  Eyck  ;  nad  I  should  have  been  inclined 
to  attribute  Jt  to  Hugo  van  der  Goes,  the  painter  of  BimUar  subjects,  pre- 
served at  Florence,  Vienna,  and  other  CtallerieB  ;  but  it  appears  that  he 
retired  to  a  convent  in  Flanders,  and  died  in  the  year  1480.  That  the 
artist's  name  may  be  ascertained  by  a  careful  examination  of  the  paint- 
i  ngs  of  the  Flemish  school  is  highly  probable ;  and  even  this  altar-piece, 
if  it  should  be  subjected  to  the  process  of  careful  cleaning,  might  discover 
some  inscription  to  indicate  this.  On  the  band  of  the  head-dress,'  under 
the  crown  of  Queen  Margaret,  are  some  letters,  supposed  to  be  a  moDO- 
gram.  Pinkerton  gives  them  as  "  P.  ANAG."'  In  a  recent  interestiDg 
work,  in  which  tbe  portrait  is  engraved  in  colours,  to  illustrate  the  Queen's 
rioh  head-dress,  they  appear  to  he  PHAT.  A  more  exact  fac-simile  is 
here  annexed,  as  tbe  best  mode  of  ascertain- 
ing the  meaning.  It  is,  however,  a  mistake 
to  suppose  that  painting  was  an  unknown  art 
in  Scotland  during  tbe  fifteenth  century.  One 
instance  may  at  present  suQice  to  prove  the 
contrary.  In  the  embelliebmentB  of  the  cathe- 
dral church  of  Dunkeld,  by  successive  prelates, 
we  find  that  Bishop  Thomas  Lauder,  who  held 
that  see  from  1452  to  147(>,  had  painted  on 
tbe  wall,  at  the  high  altar,  the  twenty-four 
miracles  of  St  Columba,  and  above  these  two  figures  of  the  Saint,  in 
honour  of  whom,  the  patron  saint  of  tbe  Pictish  nation  in  the  eighth 
century,  a  monastery  of  Culdees  had  been  founded  at  Dunkeld.  Half  ft 
century  later,  tlie  names  of  various  painters  are  preserved  in  tbe  Treasurer's 
Accounts  of  the  reign  of  James  the  Fourth.  Thus,  in  1497,  David  Pratt, 
payntour  in  Stirling,  received  several  small  payments  for  "  tbe  altar 


■  Tour  of  a  Otrman  Artist  in  EnKlaoil, 
'i  voU,  poet  8vu;  vat.  i.  p.  114. 
'  SIirw'b  Dri>88e«  luiil  DcMrHtiouv 
"  Pinkdrton's  ScottiBli  Gsllerv 
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pajnting ;"  but  thia  does  not  Dece^sarily  imply  that  it  woe  eitlier  uii  uHar- 
piece  or  any  original  compos itiou.  In  1502,  he  was  at  work  on  King 
James  the  Ttutd's  burial-plai^o  in  the  Abbey  of  Camhuskenneth.  John 
Pratt,  pajoitour,  is  also  named  about  the  aame  time.  Sir  Thomas  tial- 
brayth,  a  prieet,  was  chiefly  employed  in  illuminating  manuscripts,  In 
September  1503,  Mynour,  "  the  Ingliae  payntour,"  brought  to  Holyrood 
portraits  of  Henry  the  Seventh,  bis  Queen,  the  Prince,  and  of  Margaret 
Tudor,  "  our  Quene,"'  and  returned  in  the  following  month  of  November, 
on  both  occasions  receiving  from  the  King  the  sums  of  L,14  and  L.30. 
Uynour's  name  was  unknown  to  Walpole.  In  1505  another  artist  is 
named — Feiris  the  payntour.  Eiit  I  need  not  enlarge  at  this  time,  and 
shall  only  add,  that  in  the  Inventory  of  Articles  pertaining  to  the  Chapel- 
Royal  of  Stirling,  or,  as  it  was  called,  the  Collegiate  Church  of  the  blessed 
Mary  and  St  Michael,  in  the  year  1505,  among  other  paintings  there  was 
one  in  three  compartments,  bearing  the  figure  of  Our  Lady,  with  her  Son 
in  her  arms,  and  two  angels  with  musical  instruments.'  This  obviously 
could  not  have  been  the  present  altar-piece,  even  if  the  latter  had  been 
painted  during  the  reign  of  James  the  Fourth.  In  the  Cbapel  of  St 
NiniaD  in  Stirling,  offerings  were  frequently  made  by  that  monarch  before 
the  year  1501,  the  date  when  the  Chapel-Boyal  was  erected  and  endowed 
as  a  Collegiate  Church,  although  its  privileges  were  not  fully  confirmed 
by  Papal  authority  until  150G  and  1508. 

Of  the  8ubsei|uent  history  of  the  present  altar-piece,  no  certain  infor- 
mation has  been  discovered.  Trinity  College  was  conveyed,  by  a  gift 
from  the  Crown,  to  the  Provost  and  Magistrates  of  Edinburgh  in  1567, 
bat  several  years  elapsed  before  it  was  constituted  one  of  the  parochial 
churches  of  the  city.  This  painting  was  probably  transferred  either  to 
the  Palace  or  the  ChapeURoyal  of  Holyrood.  This  chapel-royal,  so 
fttqueotly  confounded  with  the  adjoining  abbey-church,  stood  at  the 
Bonth  side  of  the  Palace ;  but  was  demolished  when  the  latter  was  rebuilt, 
in  1671,  in  its  present  quadrangular  form,  under  the  special  instructions 
'  of  Okaries  the  Second.  Here  it  was  where  Queen  Mary  bad  the  Bomlsh 
«rvL-«  performed,  to  the  great  scandal  of  tiie  Beformers ;  and  her  son, 
Jsmee  the  Sixth,  iji  1616,  directed  that  it  should  be  adorned  with  carved 
■       — —     -  ■■        ■'■"iCbapei-Boyal  of  Stirling;  audSit  J.G.Dalyell'a  AuslyHiB, 
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fi«^iut'S  and  stallH,  for  the  Ehglisli  service,  to  the  equal  BC&ndal  of  the 
rigid  Prodbyterians.  We  know  that  the  various  articles  of  furDituie, 
paintingrt,  lihrnry.  &c.,  were  removed  from  the  Palace  to  England  after 
the  King'n  occoHBion  to  the  English  throne  in  1603  ;^  yet  as  this  painting 
dooB  not  r>c(!ur  in  the  Catalogue  and  description  of  the  very  remarkable 
collection  of  Pictures,  Limnings,  &c.,  which  belonged  to  Charles  the 
FirHt,  it  may  not  Iiuve  been  removed  until  the  year  1671.'  But  in  the 
Himilar  Catalogue  of  Pictures  l>elonging  to  King  James  the  Second^  and 
con^»c<{uently  before  Imr  abdication  in  1688,  under  the  head  Hampton 
r*ourt,'  w<'  find  enumc^rated — 

**  No.  Uo/5.  One  of  the  Kings  of  Scotland  at  Devotion,  crowned  by  St 
Andrew;  JunieH  the  Fourth." 

*'  No.  IMiO.  One  of  the  Queens  of  Scotland  at  devotion ;  a  Saint  in 
armour  by  ber." 

But  no  mention  is  made  of  the  paintings  on  the  reverse. 

When  Keimington  Palace,  formerly  known  as  Nottingham  House,  was 
purchaft(;d  and  enlarged  by  William  the  Third  in  1691,  these  portraits 
may  have  hicu  among  tbc  various  paintings  which  were  selected  from  St 
Jamc8\  Winds^^r,  an<l  Ilunipton  Court,  to  ornament  this  favourite  resi- 
dence of  that  monareh.  In  a  list  of  the  Kensington  paintings  in  1820, 
tiiey  are  entered  as  Nos.  lo7  and  IGG,  and  then  hung  in  the  Queen's 
dining-room  ;*  but  in  some  now  arrangements,  about  the  year  1836,  they 
were  again  transferred  to  Hampton  Court.  Having  now  reached  their 
most  approj)riate  place,  wo  cannot  but  feel  grateful  to  Her  Majesty  for 
having  restored  to  this  country  a  work  of  so  much  importance  for  illus- 
trating the  history  (^f  art  in  Scotland.  Independently  of  any  national 
interest  in  connexion  with  such  authentic  portraits,  the  picture  itself,  in 

'  So©  note  in  the  Bannatyno  Miscellany,  vol.  i.  p.  tl85. 

2  Printed  from  the  original  MS.  Lond.  1757,  4to.  [See,  however,  the  note 
mldcd  as  a  Postscript,  at  p.  21-22,]  ^  Ibid.     Lend.  1768,  4to. 

^  Faulkner's  History  of  Kensington,  pp.  616,  617.  Lond.  1820,  8yo.  The  por- 
traits arc  still  described  there  as  James  the  Fourth  of  Scotland,  and  his  brother 
Alexander ;  the  other,  as  Margaret  his  Queen,  and  said  to  be  painted  during  the 
fifteenth  century,  although  their  marriage  only  took  place  in  Angnst  IfiOS.  In  C. 
M.  Westmacott's  British  Galleries,  &c.,  p.  62,  Lond.,  182i,  Sfo^  the  rvmne  of  tl&« 
picture  is  vaguely  described  as  "  An  Allegorical 
posod  to  ho  a  portrait  of  Cardinal  Beaton  I " 
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its  several  compartments,  displays  so  much  skill  in  the  composition,  and 
such  masterly  execution,  as  to  entitle  it  to  a  high  place  among  the  works 
of  art  produced  during  the  latter  half  of  the  fifteenth  century. 

The  accompanying  outlines  by  Mr  C.  A.  Doyle  (see  Plate  I.),  although 
on  such  a  reduced  scale,  very  successfully  exhibit  the  composition  of  the 
Picture,  with  an  effect  much  superior  to  any  verbal  description. 


[Since  the  preceding  communication  was  read  to  the  Society,  and  copies 
of  it  printed  in  a  separate  form  for  private  circulation,  the  original  Paint- 
ings have,  by  authority  of  my  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty's 
Treasury,  been  placed  within  frames  of  large  plate-glass,  and  raised  on 
handsome  oak  pedestals,  so  that  both  sides  of  the  pannels  are  exhibited 
to  advantage.  By  this  mode  these  interesting  works  of  art,  which  have 
been  visited  by  thousands  in  the  Royal  Picture-Gallery  of  Holyrood,  are 
not  now  exposed  to  the  risk  of  injury,  as  when  the  frames  were  placed 
against  the  wall  in  Hampton  Court,  opening  upon  hinges  to  allow  the 
entire  composition  to  be  examined — although  this  was  done  only  at  rare 
intervals,  and  by  special  permission. 

Nothing  has  yet  been  ascertained  respecting  the  painter.  That  he  was 
a  Flemish  artist,  who  had  studied  in  Italy,  is  rendered  highly  probable 
by  the  connexion  that  subsisted  between  Flanders  and  Scotland,  in  mat- 
ters relating  to  art  as  well  as  commerce,  during  the  fifteenth  century.  In 
the  National  Gallery,  London,  No.  264,  is  a  picture  of  "  A  Count  of 
Henegau  with  his  patron  Saint,  Ambrose,"  attributed  to  Gerard  Vander 
Meire,  a  Flemish  painter,  and  a  scholar  of  Hubert  Van  Eyck,  which  bears 
a  considerable  resemblance  to  the  Holyrood  pictures ;  but,  as  he  flourished 
in  the  first  half  of  the  fifteenth  century,  some  other  artist  of  that  school 
must  still  be  sought  for. 

There  exists  a  curious  document  relating  to  a  dispute  between  John 
Craufort,  a  monk  of  Melrose,  and  William  Carebis,  a  Scottish  merchant, 
in  the  year  1441,  regarding  the  fulfilment  of  a  contract,  by  which 
Cornelius  de  Aeltre,  a  carver  of  Bruges,  engaged  to  furnish  carved  stalls 
for  Melrose  Abbey.*  A  carved  figure  might  thus  have  been  obtained  as 
the  centre-piece  of  this  diptych  for  the  altar.  In  the  autumn  of  1858, 
at  Liibeck,  and  other  towns  in  the  nortli  of  Germany,  I  saw  various  in- 

^  Archaeologia,  vol.  xxxi.  p.  346.    Lond.  1846.    4to. 


^^mW^nniEge,  now  m  the  preBB  iot 
the  Bannatyiie  Clwb,  I  avail  myself  of 
this  opporlunity  to  insert  it. 

But  there  ia  one  circumstance  con- 
nected with  this  altar-pioce  worthy  of 
particular  notice.  Among  the  Statu 
Paper-Office  documents  tliete  was  re- 
cently discoTered  one  entitled  "  A  Note 
of  all  such  Pictures  bb  your  Highness 
[King  James  I.]  hatli  at  this  present, 
done  by  scverall  Famous  Masters  owue 
bands,  by  the  Life,"  and  supposed  to 
hare  been  written  about  1623  or  1624. 

No.    1    is,    "  Inprimie,    KiNO  JaMBB  THE 

Thikd  of  Sootians  with  bib  Qdesnb, 
DOHNB  DY  JoAS  Vasak."'     This  notice 
is  peculiarly  interesting,  as  it  shows  that 
the  painting,  upwards  of  two  centuries 
ago,  was  attributed  to  a  Flemish  artist 
(John  Van  Eyck),  and  that  it  was  ac- 
tually brought  from  Scotland  not  later 
than  the  reign  of  King  Jamee  the  First 
(1603-1625),  or  possibly  at  a  much  earlier  per 
ried  off  by  the  English  during  the  reign  of  Ha 
at  least,  that  it  could  not  have  been  painted  b 
Hubert  Van  Eyck,  his  elder  brother,  was  bom  a1 
inl366,  and  John,  who  was  about  twentjjgaa 
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stances  in  which  a  carved  image,  llie  size  of  life,  had  originally  BtooJ  iii 
plewe  of  the  paintings  so  common  in  the  churches  of  Italy. 

At  p.  15,  an  extract  is  given  for  destroying  the  old  Collegiate  Seal. 
Having  had  a  woodcut  fmm  one  of  the  exiating  impressions  of  that  seal 
made  to  illustrate  a  serieB  of  charters  and  other  documents  relating  to 
Trinity  College,  now  in   the  press  for 
the  Bannatyne  Club,  I  avail  mj-self  of 
this  opportunity  to  insert  it. 

But  there  is  one  circumstance  con- 
nected with  this  altar-piece  worthy  of 
particular  notice.  Among  the  State 
Paper-Office  documents  there  was  re- 
cently discovered  one  entitled  "  A  Note 
of  all  such  Pictures  as  your  Highness 
[King  James  I.]  hath  at  this  iiresent, 
done  by  sevBrall  Famous  Masters  owne 
hands,  by  the  Life,"  and  supposed  to 
have  been  written  about  J623  or  1624. 
No.  1  is,  "  Inprimis,  Kino  Jahks  the 
Third  of  Scotland  with  nis  Qubbne, 
DONNK  By  JoAS  Vanak."'  This  notice 
is  peculiarly  interesting,  as  it  shows  that 
the  painting,  upwards  of  two  centurien 
ago,  was  uttritiutod  to  a  Flemish  artist 
(John  Van  Eyck),  and  that  it  was  ac- 
tually brought  from  Scotland  not  later 
than  the  reign  of  King  James  the  First 
(1603-1626),  or  possibly  at  a  much  earlier  period,  among  the  plunder  car- 
ried off  by  the  English  during  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Eighth.  We  know, 
at  least,  that  it  could  not  have  been  painted  by  John  Van  Eyck  himself^ 
Hubert  Van  Eyck,  his  elder  brother,  was  bom  at  Limbourg,  in  Guelderland, 
in  1366,  and  John,  who  was  about  twenty  years  younger,  died  in  1445,  aged 
59.'  But  the  influence  of  those  two  dietinguished  painters,  it  is  scarcely 
necessary  to  ohserve,  was  not  restricted  to  their  own  pupils. — D.  L.] 

'  See  the  intereatinf!  Tolume  o!  Original  Unpublished  Papers,  illuslratiTo  of  Life 
of  &ir  Peter  Pari  Rubens.  coUectul  and  edited  hy  W.  Noel  Sainsbur;,  p.  856. 

'  Michieli,  Hisloire  de  la  Pointnre  Flamonde,  &e.,  torn.  ii.  pp.  8,  9,  84. 
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COSMO  INNES,  Esq.,  V.P.,  id  the  Chair. 


Tlie  following  donations  to  the  Museum  and  Library  were  laid  on  the 
table  1— 


Two  (ilain  Gold  Annlete,  temiinatiog  in  flattened  liuttou-like  extremi- 


ties (one  of  which  is  figured  here  of  full  eizo);  one  weighs  19  dwte.  6  grs., 
the  other  17  dwts.  18  grs. :  and 

A  curious  hollow  penannular  Ornament  of  Gold.  By  P.  Dennt,  Esq., 
Dumbarton.  The  weight  of  this  ornament  ie  11  dwts.  It  isl^thsiu,  in 
diameter,  by  nearly  Jths  of  an  inch  in  depth  in  the  centre,  and  ie  well 
shown  in  the  accompanying  woodcut  (see  next  page).  These  gold  relics 
were  poichaaed  from  a  jeweller  at  Dumbarton  ;  and  the  only  information 
which  could  be  obtained  aa  to  their  history  was,  that  they  were  pro- 
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;lilander,  who  stated  (with  the  old  law  of  tretisure- 


■tal  ( 


cured  from  t 

trove  before  liis  eyea)  they  were  fonod 
lands  ia  185C.  A  penannular  gold 
ornament  of  nearly  eimikr  cLaractei  is 
ileecribed  and  figured  in  the  "  Archteo- 
logieal  Journal,"  No.  51,  September 
185G.  It  was  found  in  Anglesea ;  others 
have  also  been  found  in  the  county  of 
Limerick,  Ireland.  The  one  now  pre- 
sented differs  only  in  being  more  flatten- 
ed and  slender  in  its  character,  and  the 
central  opening  is  larger,  being  fths  of 
an  inch  across. 

Four  Placks  or  Achesouns  of  James  VI.,  of  mixed 
found  at  Frestonpans,     By  Jaues  Millis,  Esq.,  F,S,A.  Scot. 

These'  four  specimens  are  alike. 

Obverse — JicoDus  c.  d.  a.  r,  bootor.     The  arms  of  Scotland  crowned. 
Severtt — oppidcm  KDiNBtrRoi.     A  thistle  crowned. 

The  Achesoune,  with  the  mint  name  in  full  (and  not  contracted  "  Op- 
pid.  Edinb.,"  as  on  the  most  common  placks  of  this  king),  are  given  by 
Mr  Lindsay  as  of  the  very  highest  rarity ;  but  a  great  many  have  heen 
seen  since  the  publication  of  Mr  Lindsay's  work,  They  are,  however, 
not  nearly  so  common  as  the  plack  with  the  contracted  mint  name,  and 
are  of  finer  execution. 

A  Valve  of  a  Joss  Shell  from  Ningpo,  China.  By  Albxahder  E. 
Mackav,  Surgeon,  B.N.  The  nacreous  lining  of  this  shell  of  a  fresh- 
water mussel  (Anodon)  covers  eight  small  images  of  Budha.  Although 
the  evidence  this  shell  affords  of  the  self- protecting  power  and  instinct 
possessed  by  the  animal  of  coating  with  smooth  pearly  matter  foreign 
bodies,  introduced  either  by  accident  or  design,  is  sufficiently  interesting 
to  the  naturalist,  yet  the  fact  has  been  so  long  and  extensively  known 
in  science,  that  Mr  Mackay  thought  the  sjiecimen  might  he  more  use- 
fully devoted  to  an  Ethnographical  than  a  Natural  History  Collection, 
illustrating  as  it  does  the  extraordinary  ingenuity  of  the  Chinese  in  re- 
cognising and  taking  advantage  of  this  habit  of  the  animal. 
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AioLtBologia,  Vol.  XXXVI.,  Part  II.    4to.     1856. 

Archieologift,  Vol.  XXXVII.,  Part  I.    4to.     1657. 

ProceedingB  of  the  Society  of  ADticiuaries,  Nob.  43,  44,  45  of  Vol.  HI., 
1855-56,  and  No.  46,  Vol.  IV.,  1857,  London,  By  tbe  Socikty  o»  As- 
riiiD&siBS  or  London. 

Tiunsactione  of  the  Historic  Society  of  Lancashire  aud  Cheshire.  8vo. 
Vol.  IX.    Session  1856-57.    By  the  Socibtv. 

Archfeological  Journal,  8vo.  No.  54.  1857.  By  the  Abcu£olo- 
aicAi.  Instituti  of  Ctrbat  Britain  ahd  Ibeland. 


Jahxs  JoHNflTDH,  Esq.,  Solicitor, 
low  of  the  Society. 


s  balloted  for,  and  elected  a  Fel- 


The  following  communications  were  read  :- 


NOTICE  OF  THE  ANCIENT  MONUMENT,  SUPPOSED  TO  BE  THAT  OF 
JAMES  FIRST  BABL  OF  MORTON,  IN  THE  CHURCH  OF  UALfCElTH. 
E*  JAMES  DRUMMONLI.  Esq..  S.S.A.  &  F.8.A.  Soot. 

It  will  bo  in  the  recollection  of  the  members  that  various  committees 
were  formed  for  the  purpose  of  collecting  topographical  prints  and  draw- 
ings connected  with  Edinburgh  and  the  Lothians.  The  result  of  this 
scheme  has  hitherto  not  fulfilled  the  expectations  that  were  entertained, 
but  it  is  one  which  ought  to  he  kept  in  view  by  the  Society.  In  particu- 
lar, a  series  of  accurate  delineations  of  ancient  monuments  would  be  of 
great  importance,  more  especially  those  which  have  not  been  figured,  or 
having  been,  were  incorrectly  represented.  Such  a  collection  would  not 
only  be  interesting  and  instructive  to  the  antiquary,  hut  also  to  the  artist, 
as  affording  the  most  faithful  and  trustworthy  authority  in  matters  of  cos- 
tume and  armour. 

The  monument  to  which  I  am  now  about  to  coll  the  attention  of  the 
Society  is  in  the  apse  of  the  old  church  of  Dalkeith.  It  is  thua  noticed 
by  Sir  Walter  Scott  in  his  "  Provincial  Antiquities  :" — "  No  memorials 
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remain  of  the  Grahams  about  Dalkeith,  unlesB  the  fading  traditions  of  the 
|ilacO|  and  two  curious  but  wasted  tombstones  which  lie  within  the  circuit 
of  tho  old  church.  They  represent  knights  in  chain  armour,  lying  erosa- 
legged  upon  their  monuments,  like  those  ancient  and  curious  figures  on 
the  tombs  in  the  Temple  Church,  London."  It  is  quite  evident,  that  if 
Sir  Walter  Scott  referred  to  the  monument  of  which  I  now  exhibit  draw- 
ings (see  Plate  II.),  that  either  be  hod  been  misinformed,  or  that,  trust- 
ing to  recollection,  be  bad  confounded  thie  with  some  other  monuments 
elsewhere  preserved;  for,  having  made  minute  inquiry,  no  such  monument 
as  he  describes  is  known  ever  to  have  existed  in  the  church  of  Dalkeith. 
The  figures,  it  will  be  seen  from  the  drawings  (see  Plate  II.),  represent 
a  knight  and  bis  lady ;  and  the  armorial  bearings  on  the  shields  at  the 
head  of  the  figures  (shown  in  the  annexed  woodcuts)  identifies  them  with 
the  family  of  Douglas,  who  were  allied  to  the  royal  family  of  the  Stuarts. 


At  first  I  had  some  difficulty  in  regard  to  the  persona  so  represented. 
The  Ifirdsbip  of  Dalkeith  passed  into  the  bands  of  the  Pouglases  by  the 
marriage  of  William  Donglaa  of  Lugton,  lord  of  Liddesdale,  with  Marjoiy 
Grahame,  second  daughter  of  Bichard  de  Grahame,  about  the  middle  of 
the  fourteenth  century.  He  was  succeeded  by  his  nephew  Sir  James 
Douglas,  who  in  the  year  1406  enlarged  the  chapel  of  Dalkeith  into  a 
collegiate  church,  and  who  married  for  bis  second  wife  the  Lady  Giles 
Stuart,  sister  to  King  Robert  II.     He  had,  however,  by  a  will  written 
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m&Dy  yeare  previuuely,  directed  tliat  lie  sLouIJ  be  Iiuried  in  the  abbey 
church  of  Newbottle,  He  died  in  1420,  ond  was  Bucceediid  by  hie  son 
Sir  James,  second  lord  of  Dalkeith,  who  married  for  his  first  wife  Lady 
Elizabeth  Stuart,  daughter  of  King  Egbert  the  Third,  and  afterwards 
a  daughter  of  Sir  William  Borthwick  of  Bortbwick.  He  died  about 
1450. 

The  third  lord  of  Dalkeith  did  not  long  survive  to  enjoy  his  honours. 
James  Douglae,  fourth  lord  of  Dalkeith,  baring  succeeded  his  father  in 

1456,  in  the  following  year  was  created  Eail  of  Morton  in  Parliament 

1457,  on  occasion  of  his  marriage  with  Johan,  third  daughter  of  King 
James  the  First.  How  long  she  survived  him  is  somewhat  uncertain,  but 
the  Earl  himself  appears  to  have  deceased  about  1498.  Theae  last  indivi- 
duals I  take  to  be  the  persona  represented,  not  only  from  tiie  impaling  of 
the  Hoyal  and  Douglas  arras  on  the  shield  at  her  head,  but  from  the  male 
figure  being  sculptured  with  an  earl's  coronet,  to  which  none  of  the  pre- 
vious lords  had  a  right,  although  they  were  allied  to  royalty.  I  would 
now  direct  your  attention  to  the  monument  itself,  which  must  have  been 
a  very  fine  one,  and  which  has  not  obtained  the  notice  it  deserves.  The 
countenances  are  quite  defaced,  and  the  hands  broken  and  time-worn  ; 
much  of  it,  however,  remains  quite  perfect,  and  as  sharp  as  when  it  left  the 
bands  of  the  sculptor.  Some  of  the  ornamentation  round  the  neck  of  the 
male  figure,  and  on  the  border  of  his  robe,  is  very  beautiful,  and  also 
on  the  cushions  below  the  heads  (see  woodcut  annexed) ;  the  costume 
quite  agrees  with  the  period  I  have  assigoed  to  the  monument.  The 
arms  are  those  of  the  Earl  of  Morton,  two  stars  in  chief,  oxactly  as  given 
by  Sir  David  Lyndsay,  only  in  this  cose  occupying  half  of  the  shield,  the 
other  shield  having  the  Boyal  and  Douglas  arms  impaled. 
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II. 

REliARKS  ON  THE  ROUND  TOWER  OF  BREOHIK.    Br  A.  JEEVISE, 

Esq.,  Brbchik,  Oobb.  Mbm.  8.A.  Soot. 

In  introducing  the  following  remarks,  it  may  be  obseiTed  that  the  name 
of  Brechin  is  first  met  with  towards  the  close  of  the  reign  of  Kenneth 
III.,  and  at  that  time  it  appears  to  have  been  a  place  of  some  importance. 
It  is  next  found  about  the  year  1012,  soon  after  the  reputed  defeat  of 
the  Danes  by  Malcolm  II.  at  Aberlemno,  in  honour  of  which  victory  he 
is  said  to  have  erected  a  monastery  at  Brechin,  which  he  inscribed  to  the 
Blessed  Virgin.^ 

This  was  probably  a  Culdee  establishment,  a  system  of  priesthood  which 
was  then  but  recently  introduced ;  for,  contrary  to  popular  belief,  the  Col- 
dees  are  not  recorded  in  Irish  history  until  the  9th  century,  about  which 
time  also  they  first  appeared  in  Scotland. 

It  is  well  known  that  two  of  the  chief  seats  of  the  Culdees  in  this 
country  were  at  Abemethy,  near  Perth,  and  at  Brechin,  in  Angus,  at 
both  of  which  places  chapters  of  them  survived  down  to  the  reign  of 
Alexander  II.,  and  the  most  unequivocal  traces  of  these  Christians  which 
now  remain,  either  in  Scotland  or  in  Ireland  (in  the  last  of  which  countries 
they  existed  at  Armagh  until  the  17th  century),  are  their  round  towers 
and  their  churches.  So  far  as  relates  to  Scotland,  the  round  towers  of 
Abemethy  and  Brechin  still  remain,  but  the  colleges  or  churches  of  both 
these  places  exist  only  in  name,  although  ruins  of  the  houses  were  visible 
at  Brechin  in  the  time  of  Maitland  the  historian,  who  was  a  native  of 
that  place,  and  those  of  Abernethy  are  engraved  by  Captain  Grose. 

Of  the  two  round  towers  in  Scotland,  that  of  Brechin  is  by  far  the 
finest  and  most  interesting  example, — indeed,  as  regards  that  of  Aber- 
nethy, it  may  be  doubted  whether  the  upper  half  is  so  old  as  the  lower ;  but 
the  Brechin  tower,  with  the  exception  of  the  spire,  seems  to  belong  alto- 
gether to  one  age  or  period.  It  stands  in  the  old  kirkyard,  at  the  south- 
west comer  of  the  parish  church,  about  34  feet  south  of  the  square  cam- 

*  Butler's  Lives  of  tho  Saints,  (S.  Moluo.  liuo  26). 
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panile  or  tower,  aud  is  a  spiral  freestone  building  of  85  feet  in  beigbt, 
with  the  Btones  neatlj  dreEeed,  and  joining  with  one  another,  Id  Eome 
parts  resembling  the  twistiiigs  of  a  screw.  It  gradually  tapers  from  an 
external  diameter  of  ahout  15  feet  to  12  feet  4  inches,  the  walla  being  3 
feet  8  incheB  thick  near  the  bottom,  and  2  feet  5  inches  near  the  top; 
these  measuremente  being,  in  each  case,  taken  from  the  biIIe  of  the  door, 
and  those  of  the  upper  windows  of  the  tower. 

As  shown  in  the  sectional  drawing  (see  Plate  III.),  it  is  divided  into 
seven  unequal  apartments  or  storeys,  exclusive  of  the  spire,  or  upper  por- 
tion, by  strong  courses,  or  corbels  of  hewn  stone.  Each  of  them  project 
ahout  5  inches,  varying  in  depth  from  8  to  9  inches,  and  upon  these  rest 
the  wooden  floors,  and  ladders  by  which  the  top  is  reached.  The  fourth 
and  fifth  storeys  are  lighted  by  a  window  or  aperture  on  the  east  and 
south  respectively,  each  of  these  apertures  being  32  hy  9  inches  in  size. 
The  seventh  storey  contains  four  windows,  which  face  the  four  Cardinal 
points,  each  37  by  23  inches.  Unlike  the  windows  in  some  of  the  Irish 
towers,  which  incline  to  taper  more  or  less  towards  the  top,  there  ia  no 
such  difference  in  those  at  Brechin,  and  the  lintels  in  every  cose  are  formed 
of  four  single  stones.' 

A  comparatively  modern  spire  of  25  feet  covers  the  top  of  the  tower, 
making  a  total  height  of  110  feet.  The  spire  is  octagonal  in  form,  and 
contains  four  angular-headed  windows,  each  of  which  measures  2  feet  6 
inches  by  2  feet.  The  time  the  spire  was  added  is  unknown  ;  but,  touch- 
ing the  history  of  this  portion  of  the  building,  it  is  worthy  of  notice,  that, 
on  the  8th  of  November  lfi83,  the  records  of  the  kirk-session  hear  that  a 
sum  was  ordered  to  be  given  "  for  repairing  the  head  of  the  litl  steeple 
[which  was]  blowen  ower  "  on  the  5tb  day  of  that  month. 

The  entrance  door,  which  is  perhaps  one  of  the  most  interesting  parts 
of  the  tower,  has  an  arched  top,  and  is  6  feet  6  inches  from  the  ground. 
The  mean  height  of  the  door  is  6  feet  7  inches,  the  width  at  the  sill  22 
inches,  at  the  spring  of  the  arch  19  inches,  and  the  arch  itself  is  10  inches 

■  There  are  two  maBOD-marks  within  tlio  round  tower  of  Brecbio,  engrsTed  in 
Arehaolegia,  Tol.  ixxiv.  plate  iii.  Thitso  marks,  one  of  which  connatB  of  a  plain 
hniumtal  line,  croised  by  a  perpendicular  line,  and  tbo  other  of  two  lines  croased 
obliijaely,  are  oftco.  repeated,  particularly  about  the  middle  of  the  tover,  and  are 
gpoprally  cut  along:  the  wbole  deplh  pf  the  face  of  the  elone. 
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high.   The  south  lintel  of  the  dooi  still  exhibits  the  hole  or  ihetth  A»  »• 

ceiviog  the  bolt,  which  ie  hewn  out  of  the  eane  «tone«faioh  foniu  the  IvteL 

Apart  from  the  representation  of  Christ  npon  the  Cross,  which  ni^ 

^  mounts  the  doorway,  two  ecclesiastical  fignree 
^j{  J  are  sculptured  near  the  middle  of  the  imposts 
of  the  door.  These  are  considerably  mutilated, 
and,  as  a  diversity  of  opinion  exists  regarding 
their  appearaDc&— Mr  Qoogh  supposing  them 
to  represent  the  Virgin  and  8t  John,  and  Dr 
Daniel  Wilson,  8t  Serf  and  St  Columba,*  (con- 
jectures for  which  there  is  no  foundation) — ^they 
are  here  represented  as  they  now  appear.  It 
will  be  seen  that  both  are  habited  in  loose  gar- 
ments :  the  figure  on  the  left  grasps  a  crozier 
or  pastoral  staff  with  both  bands,  while  that  on 
|Lf  ;'  the  right  has  a  cross-headed  staff,  on  which  rests 
Iftt^/     an  open  book  held  by  the  left  hand. 

These  figures,  which  are  cut  out  of  the  same 
stones  as  form  the  side  lintels  of  the  door,  are  in  bold  relief,  resting  upon 
pedestals  which  project  about  4  iuchee,  and  each  of  the  figures  are  about 
18  inches  high.  Both  appear  to  have  had  beards,  and  something  like  a 
nimbus  or  glory  had  perhaps  surrounded  the  head  of  the  figure  on  the 
right,  which  is  altogether  of  a  more  portly  mould  than  its  fellow.  There 
are  two  unembelliehed  blocks  in  the  tower,  one  on  each  side  of  the  cruci- 
fixion, but  oufnde  the  sculptured  part  of  the  doorway,  upon  which  it  may 
have  been  intended  to  eugrave  some  incident,  probably  illustrative  of  the 
life  of  the  founder  of  the  tower,  whoever  that  had  been. 

There  is  also  a,  diamond  or  lozenge- shaped  figure,  cut  in  low  relief,  on 
the  front  and  middle  of  the  door-sill,  bearing  an  illegible  centre  orna- 
ment, from  which  possibly  a  fleur-dc-lie  had  i^aued,  in  four  points,  as  one 
point  of  that  figure  ia  faintly  visible  in  tho  north-east  angle  of  the  dia- 
mond. Perhaps  the  addition  of  this  Bymbo! — whether  it  is  to  be  recog- 
nised as  an  escutcheon,  or  merely  ar  nn  ornttmcnt — had  boen  an  after- 
thought, for  the  stone  is  slightly  indented  at  ibnt  I'lacc 

'  Archteologia,  Tol.  ii.  p.  86;  Prchislork  Annuls.  ]i,6',l7-,  nim  Puiinnnr»  Tour,  p.  162. 
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The  two  recumbent  animuls  by  the  aides  of  the  door-sill,  which  have 
aleo  been  variously  deBcri bed,  are  much  worn,  and  here  engraved.  Wood- 
cut No.  1,  which  repreaenta  that 
below  the  left-hand  figure,  haa 
(despite  the  laughter  that  Mr 
Gougb'a  averred  credulity  has 
furnished  to  succeeding  writers) 
much  of  the  form  of  the  akull 
and  proboicii  of  an  elephant ; 
for  certainly  the  portion  called 
apro&oscM  by  Mr  Gough  haa  no 
resemblance  whatever  to  "  a  fiah 
in  the  aniraal'B  mouth,"  as  sug- 
gested by  Dr  Wilson,  while  it  is  apparent  that  the  head  and  fore-quartere 
of  the  object  (No.  2)  have  much  the  appearance  of  a  horse.  But  it  is  idle 
to  speculate  on  the  sort  of  animals 
which  those  represent  —  moat  pro 
bably  they  are  only  objects  of  the 
artist's  own  creation,  and  there  can 
be  no  doubt  that  No.  1,  which  is  on 
the  north  aide  of  the  door  has  fe  t 
and  claws  pretty  similar  to  tl  ose  of 
some  of  the  nondescript  animals 
figured  upon  sculptured  stones  at 
the  church  of  Meigle,  and  id  other 
parts  of  the  country. 

A  button-shaped  border  surrounds  the  doorway,  a  part  of  which  is 
shown  in  the  above  woodcuta.  Thia  portion  also  resembles  the  character 
of  ornamenta  found  upon  aome  of  the  ancient  sculptured  monuments,  par- 
ticularly that  on  tlie  Farnell  Stone,  and  the  fragment  which  was  found  in 
a  garden  within  the  old  boundary  of  the  kirkyard  of  Brechin,  upon  the 
latter  of  wbicii  are  tlie  Virgin  and  Child,  and  St  Peter,  and  allegori- 
cal representations  of  the  Four  Evangelists.  The  carvings  on  these 
stones,  however,  are  greatly  inferior  in  execution  to  thoso  upon  the  door- 
way of  the  tower,  for  in  these  a  good  knowledge  ia  shown  of  proportion, 
and  of  the  joints  and  extremities,  both  in  the  human  and  animal  figures, 
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while  the  others  are  tlie  Bqtiat  and  uushapely  proiluctions  of  untutored 
genius.' 

Whether  the  old  Sculptured  Stone  Monumente  and  the  Bouod  Towere 
of  Scotland  are  coeval  I  shall  not  attempt  to  determinej  the  age  of  the 
former  being  as  uncertain  as  that  of  the  latter ;  hut  it  appears  to  me  that 
both  the  Towers  and  the  Monuments  had  not  only  a  common  origin,  but 
also  a  common  use.  The  similarity  in  the  architecture  of  the  towers  in 
Ireland  to  those  in  Scotlatid  goes  far,  I  think,  to  prove  this  point,  and 
some  of  the  mystical  auJ  Christian  symhols  on  the  sculpturpj  stones  of 
both  nations  are  quite  alike. 

It  may  also  be  ailJed,  that  the  clergy  called  Culdees  were,  with  the 
exceptions  of  England  and  Wales,  also  peculiar  to  Scotland  and  Ireland, 
and  that  they  first  appeared  in  the  latter  country,  and  then  passed  over 
to  the  former.  Taking  all  these  facts  into  account,  I  cannot  help  think- 
ing that  both  the  Bound  Towers  and  the  Sculptured  Stone  Crosses  of 
Scotland  were  the  work  of  native  artists  who  had  been  educated  in  con- 
vents under  the  eye  of  the  primitive  abbots  aud  canons  who  came  from 
Ireland  to  instnict  the  youth  in  the  useful  and  ornamental  arts,  among 
which,  doubtless,  had  been  that  of  building  and  carving  in  stone. 

These  secular  canons,  as  before  shown,  are  first  recorded  in  the  9th 
century  ;  hut  written  evidence  shows  that  some  of  the  Irish  towers  have 
a  much  more  remote  antiquity.  Dr  Petrie  supposes  that  the  Brechin 
tower  was  built  some  time  about  the  year  1020,'  or  during  the  reign  of 
Malcolm  II.  Such  may  be  the  fact ;  and  without  presuming  to  fix  any 
period  ae  the  date  of  its  erection,  we  may  be  allowed  to  remark,  that  thirty 
years  prior  to  that  date,  and  only  four  years  before  the  murder  of  Ken- 
neth III.,  that  king  is  recorded  to  have  given  the  great  city  of  Brechin 
to  the  Lord — '*  Hie  est  qui  tribuit  magnam  civitatem  Brechne  Domino."' 
May  it  not  therefore  be  feasible  to  suppose  that,  in  doing  this,  the  king 
had  commanded  some  looting  and  stately  memorial,  in  the  form  probably 
of  a  tomb  or  mausoleum  to  himself,  to  bo  erected  at  the  place  for  which 
he  showed  so  great  favour?  Nothing  could  have  been  better  devised  for 
such  a  purpose  than  the  erection  of  a  round  tower,  which  the  Culdeee, 


1  Sculptured  Stonf  B  of  Scotland,  plnlt 
*  Round  Towers  of  Ireland,  p.  408. 
9  Iniim'  Critic»l  Eawy,  vol.  ii.  p.  78«. 
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vho  had  received  this  favour  from  the  king,  would  naturally  euggest,  in 
imitation  of  the  monuments  in  their  mother  country. 

Within  the  tower  of  Abernethy,  and  in  moat  of  the  Irish  towers, 
■epulchral  remains  liave  been  discovered;'  but  although,  in  1842,  that  of 
Brechin  was  aearched,  and  excavated  down  to  the  original  soil,  no  such 
traces  were  found.  This  fact,  however,  perhaps  rather  tends  to  favour 
supposition  that  the  tower  of  Srecbin  was  raised  as  a  mausoleum  to 
King  Kenneth  ;  for  historians  agree  that  he  was  assassinated  in  the  open 
fields,  and,  according  to  Wyntown,  by  members  of  his  own  court ;  but  as 
to  the  burial  of  the  body,  all  record  is  silent — most  probably  it  was  in- 
terred in  some  clandestine  spot,  which  may  never  lie  discovered.' 

The  round  tower  of  BrecluD  is  still  popularly  called  the  Little  Stetpk, 
utd  until  about  the  beginning  of  this  ct-ntury  tlie  small  bells  were  kept 
•ad  rung  in  it.  The  church  being  quite  close  upon  the  tower,  an  en- 
troDOe,  recently  Imilt  up,  had  at  one  time  been  made  from  the  church 
to  the  bottom  or  lower  flat  of  the  tower.  Tliis  part  was  long  used  as  a 
prison  for  "the  drunken  and  disoriierly,"  and  some  of  the  old  inhabi- 
tants remember  of  a  prisoner  breaking  through  the  floor,  and  ringing 
the  bells  at  midnight,  to  the  great  alarm  of  tlie  citizens. 

Tradition  asserts  that  the  tower  was  begun  and  completed  in  one  night 
by  a  Liliputian  race  of  builders,  to  whom  both  a  locality  and  a  name  have 
been  ascribed  by  fable;  and  it  is  a  common  belief  at  the  jiresent  day, 
that  the  tower  possesses  such  a  degree  of  elasticity  as  makes  it  vibrate 
in  high  winds.  This  idea  seems  to  have  originated  in  the  fact,  that  the 
lime  or  cement  frequently  gives  way,  by  which  it  is  bound  to  the  comer 
of  the  church,  to  the  height  of  about  30  feet.  Although  the  latter  is  a 
story  of  mere  hearsay,  it  may  not  be  altogether  unfounded  ;  still  it  can 
with  much  greater  truth  bo  nflirmed  that,  in  1807,  when  it  was  proposed 
to  make  the  present  unshapely  alterations  upon  the  cathedral,  an  Edin- 


'  Small'H  Boman  Anliqnitiea  in  Fife.  App.  p.  12 ;  Betliatn's  Etruria-CeUiM,  vnl. 
li.  211-21. 

»  Tjller  savB  that  King  Koanetli  was  IdUerl  at  Stnicalhro,  near  Brechin  :  anil 
■ome  years  ago,  on  opening  a  mound  callcii  the  Renr  Ryt  Hillocli,  near  that  clmich, 
B  carefnll]'  constmcted  atono  eoMn  waa  founil  al>out  two  feet  below  the  tinrface.  It 
contained  hTLman  remaina,  anil  also,  apcording  lo  the  penaatilry.  "  the  figurp  of  afi»h, 
made  of  gold,  and  of  nboat  tlie  l^nglh  of  n  perBon'a  Snger." 

VOL.  nt.  PART  I.  0 
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burgh  arclitect,  who  Bubmitted  plana  for  that  purpose,  gravely  suggesteil 
that  the  round  tower  be  domoliBbed,  and  the  Btoues  used  to  ftssiBt  iu 
building  the  new  walla  ! 

It  is  difficult  to  say  what  would  have  been  the  consequence  of  this 
monstrous  suggestion  but  for  the  [irom^it  interference  of  the  late  Lord 
Panmurc,  and  the  late  eccentric  Mr  Skene  of  Carriston,  who  both  felt 
BO  indigDant  at  the  epirit  which  dictated  (he  outrage,  that  they  not 
only  rejected  the  plans  of  the  architect,  but  vowed  to  haDg  the  first  mail 
from  the  top  of  the  tower  that  dared  to  remove  a  stone  of  it  I  Thus  it 
was  to  those  gentlemen  (be  it  spoken  to  their  honour  and  good  judgmeDt) 
that  Brechin  and  Scotlaod  were  saved  the  disgrace  with  which  posterity 
would  justly  have  branded  them,  had  they  acted  on  the  suggestions  of  the 
architect.' 

■S^ole. — Since  the  BrBt  portion  of  this  paper  was  printed,  I  have  had 
the  tower  measured  more  minutely,  and  find  that  some  of  the  meaeure- 
menis  given  at  page  28  are  erroneonB.  The  following  are  the  correct 
meiijuivmeut*!,  viz. : — The  tower  itself  is  8G  feet  9  inches  high,  and  in- 
cluding the  spire  (which  is  from  15  to  16  feet),  the  total  height  is  about 
Ii>2  fcut.  Diameter  at  door-sill  is  lo  feet  2  inches,  and  at  sill  of  upper 
windows  of  tower  12  feet  8J  inches.  The  door-sill  is  6  feet  8  inches 
from  the  ground.  1  also  make  the  following  Blight  correction)!  on  the 
moasiirementa  given  in  Plate  III. : — In  compartment  3d  from  bottom, 
11  feet  11  inches  high,  7  feet  8J  inches  diameter;  in  4th,  13  feet  8 
inches  high,  7  feet  5  inches  diameter ;  in  5th,  10  feet  10  inches  high, 
7  feet  1  inch  diameter;  in  Gth,  17  feet  11  inches  high,  7  feet  1  inch  dia- 
meter. The  upper  corhel  upon  which  the  floor  rests  is  not  more  than  C 
inches  deep,  and  the  ne^it  below  not  more  than  8  inches ;  the  others 
average  9  inches  each.  The  difference  in  the  height  of  the  Gth  com- 
partment appears  to  have  been  caused  by  including  one  of  the  corbels. 
(Re-measured  18th  Feb.  I860,— A.  J.) 

It  is  pro[)cr  tu  add,  that  the  Society  is  indebted  to  Albert  Way,  Esq., 
H.A.,  of  Wonham  Manor,  Secretary  to  the  Archseologlcal  Institute  of 


'  An  iHwouat  of  th«  rauud  towe 
Anpu  tLoA  the  MoHTUB,"  a  work  ii 


of  Brochin  will  nlao  bo  fimnii  li 
<w  in  the  pruB9. 
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Great  Britain,  and  one  of  our  Members,  for  the  accompanying  drawings 
of  the  Round  Tower  at  Brechin.  They  were  prepared  for  Mr  Way  by 
William  Ormiston,  at  that  time  a  pupil  of  Alexander  Christie,  Esq., 
F.S.A.  Scot.,  Director  of  Architecture,  &c.,  School  of  Art,  Edinburgh,  and 
have  been  carefully  reduced  as  Plate  III.  of  the  Proceedings. 

Mr  Joseph  Bobxbtson  communicated  to  the  meeting  the  substance  of 
a  letter  addressed  to  Sir  John  Watson  Gordon,  in  reference  to  an  ancient 
piece  of  ordnance  which  the  writer  supposed  to  have  been  used  by  the 
Spanish  Armada,  and  which  he  wished  to  be  brought  under  the  notice  of 
the  Society.  The  gun  is  at  present  in  the  sea,  off  the  coast  of  Buchan ; 
and  the  Society,  in  the  belief  that  it  was  a  specimen  of  ancient  artil- 
lery, encouraged  the  proposal  for  having  it  raised,  in  the  hope  that  it 
might  be  added  to  the  collection  of  ancient  cannon  already  in  the  Museum. 


III. 

NOTICES  OF  THE  ISLE  OF  THE  LOCH  OF  BANCHORY,  THE  ISLE  OF 
LOCH  CANMOR,  AND  OTHER  SCOTTISH  EXAMPLES  OF  THE  ARTI- 
FICIAL  OR  STOCKADED  ISLANDS.  CALLED  CRANN00E8  IN  IRE- 
LAND, AND  KELTISCHEN  PFAHLBAUTEN m  SWITZERLAND.  By 
JOSEPH  ROBERTSON,  Esq.,  F.S.A.  Scot. 

[This  communication  will  be  given  in  a  subsequent  portion  of  the 
volume,  to  enable  Mr  Robertson  to  avail  himself  of  several  important 
additions  to  his  collections  relating  to  these  ancient  remains.] 


Monday,  \%th  January  1858. 
The  Honourable  LORD  NEAVES  in  the  Chair. 

A  curious  Brass-Lilted  Bayonet-sword,  found  in  a  morass  about  300 

yards  south-west  of  Colonel  Gardiner's  house,  adjoining  the  battle-field 

of  Prestonpans,  was  exhibited  by  the  Rev.  John  Struthers,  F.S.A.  Scot.. 

Minister  of  Prestonpans. 

c2 
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Tlie  Donations  laid  on  the  table  included — 

Several  specimens  of  Scottish  Billon  Placks  of  James  YI.,  known  by 
the  name  of  Achesouns,  and  fonning  part  of  a  collection  consisting  of 
nearly  150  found  last  autumn,  about  a  foot  below  the  surface,  at  the  end  of 
an  old  house  in  Prestonpans.    By  the  Bev.  J.  Stbuthbbs,  F.S.A.  Scot. 

The  inscriptions,  which  on  most  of  the  pieces  are  remaikably  dis- 
tinct, are,  on  the  one  side,  the  royal  arms  crowned,  with  the  legend 
JACOBVS  6.  D.6.B.  SGOTOB ;  and  on  the  reverse,  a  leaved  thistle 
crowned,  with  the  legend  OPPIDVM  EDINBVBG.  What  excites 
curiosity  connected  with  them  is  the  fact  of  their  all  being  of  the  same 
die,  in  good  preservation,  and  their  being  found  in  the  neighbouriiood 
of  the  place  where  a  brother  of  Achesoun  of  Gk)sford  Uved  at  the  period 
of  their  coinage ;  as  also  there  being  an  Achesoun,  master  of  the  mint, 
about  the  same  period.  There  is  a  vague  tradition  in  the  district  that^ 
there  was  at  one  time  a  cunziehouse  belonging  to  the  Achesoims  near 
Morrison's  Haven,  which  was  formerly  styled  Achesoun's  Haven,  and 
under  that  name,  the  site  of  one  of  the  earliest  Mason  Lodges  in 
Scotland. 

Similar  coins  from  the  same  neighbourhood  were  presented  to  the  So- 
ciety at  its  last  meeting. 

MS.  Diary  of  George  Sinclair,  Esq.  of  Ulbster  (grandfather  of  the 
donor),  in  three  vols,  post  8vo,  written  between  January  1738  and  Sep- 
tember 1739,  chiefly  during  a  Continental  Tour.  By  Sir  Geobge  Sinclair, 
Bart,  of  Ulbster. 

An  Urn,  and  Fragment  of  another,  together  with  a  portion  of  a  Skull, 
recently  found  in  short  stone  Cist«  at  Windypiains,  Haddingtonshire. 
By  Mr  Robebt  Forman,  Tenant  of  Windymains.  These  remains  are  de- 
scribed in  the  subsequent  communication  on  the  subject. 

Proceedings  and  Papers  of  the  Kilkenny  and  South-East  of  Ireland 
Archaeological  Society.  Nos.  9,  10,  11  of  Vol.  i.,  New  Series,  1857,  8vo. 
By  the  Society. 

ArchaBologia  Cambrensis.  No.  10,  Third  Series,  April  1857.  By  the 
Cambrian  Arch^olooical  Association. 

Proceedings  of  the  American  Philosopliical  S(XM*f^ty,  Philadelphia.  Vol. 
vi.,  No.  56,  July  to  December  1850. 
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Transactions  of  the  American  Philosophical  Society,  Philadelphia.  Vol. 
xi.,  New  Series,  Part  i.,  1857.     By  the  Socikty. 

Four  large  and  Twelve  small  Roman  Altars  and  Inscribed  Stones, 
mostly  found  in  the  early  part  of  last  century  at  Middleby,  in  Annandale, 
and  in  the  Boman  Wall  between  the  rivers  Forth  and  Clyde,  called 
^'Graham's  Dyke."  By  the  Bight  Hon.  Sir  George  Clbrk,  Bart,  of 
Penicuik. 

The  following  Communications  were  read : — 


I. 

NOTICES  OP  THE  ROMAN  ALTARS  AND  MURAL  INSCRIPTIONS  PRE- 
SENTED  BY  THE  RIGHT  HON.  SIR  GEORGE  CLERK  OP  PENICUIK, 
BART. 

Penicuik  House,  December  18, 1867. 

Sot, — ^I  herewith  send  four  large  and  twelve  smaller  Boman  Altars 
and  Mural  Inscriptions,  which  I  trust  the  Antiquarian  Society  will  con- 
sider worthy  of  their  acceptance.  These  antiquities  have  been  chiefly 
found  in  Scotland,  and  some  near  the  Boman  Wall  in  Cumberland.  As 
they  are  almost  all  described  in  Gordon's  Itinerarium  or  Horsley's 
Britannia  Romana^  I  have  in  the  accompanying  list  merely  referred  to 
the  places  in  these  works  where  a  description  of  them  will  be  found.  I 
remain,  your  obedient  servant,  G.  CLEBK. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Society  of 
Antiquaries,  Edinburgh. 

[This  addition  to  the  Society's  Museum  being  one  of  more  than 
ordinary  importance,  it  was  deemed  proper  to  give  in  this  place  a  more 
detailed  notice  of  these  antiquities,  instead  of  the  brief  list  transmitted 
by  Sir  George  Clerk.  It  is  perhaps  unnecessary  to  say,  that  Sir  John 
Clerk  of  Penicuik,  commonly  known  as  Baron  Clerk,  from  having  been 
one  of  the  Barons  of  Exchequer  in  Scotland,  by  whom  these  remains 
were  collected,  was  among  the  most  eminent  Antiquaries  of  his  time 
in  this  country.  But  it  may  not  be  considered  out  of  place  to  give  the 
following  extract  from  a  Memoir  of  his  seventh  son,  and  one  of  the  ori- 


3S  pRooiBonroB  or  tbb  sooorrr  or 

ginai  memberH  of  our  Society,  prefixed  to  the  BuinatyDe  Givh  Yo\ame, 
entitled,  "  A  SfincB  of  Ebsliings,  chiefly  of  Views  in  Scotland.  By  Jobs 
Cms  of  Eliliii,  Esq.,  1773-1779.  With  addiUonol  Etehtngs  and  Fac- 
■imiles  from  bin  Drawings.     Edinbargh,  1856."     Folio. 

"  Afl«r  (he  Union  of  the  Kingdoms,  when  the  Court  of  Excheqiitf  in 
Scotland  waa  erected,  John  Cliks,  Esq.,  younger  of  Penionik,  WBS 
afipointed  oae  of  the  Bbtohb.  This  important  office  he  filled  for  nearly 
half  a  century;  tiiu  commiasion  bearing  date  on  the  ISth  of  Hay  1706, 
and  he  surviving  tUl  the  4th  of  October  1755.  In  1710  Baron  Clerk 
purchased  Ilic  property  of  Cammo,  now  called  New  Saughton,  in  the 
parish  of  Cramond,  where  he  continued  to  reside  till  his  father's  death 
in  the  yt:ur  1722,  when  he  succeeded  to  the  baronetcy  and  estate  of 
Penicuik,  lie  viaa  twice  married.  By  his  first  wife,  Lady  Haigarat 
Stewart,  daugbtt^r  of  Alexander,  third  Earl  of  Galloway,  he  had  ao  only 
son,  John,  who  was  bom  in  1702,  and  died  umnarried  in  1732.'  Bmn 
Clerk's  second  wife  was  Janet  Inglie,  daughter  of  Sir  John  Inj^  of 
Cramond,  by  whom  he  bod  a  very  numerous  family,  consisting  of  nine 
sons  and  seven  daughters.  His  long  residence  at  Cammo,  and  his  con- 
nection with  the  proprietor  of  Cramond,  one  of  the  most  important  ^ 
Boman  stations  in  Scotland,  had  probably  the  effect  of  directing  his 
attention  to  the  subject  of  antiquities,  while  it  enabled  him  to  form  tiie 
extensive  and  interesting  collection  of  Roman  remains  which  he  trans- 
ferred to  his  paternal  seat.  When  Chirdon  was  employed  in  compiling 
his  I'inerarium  Septentrionate,'  be  was  asaisted  by  Baron  Clerk  ;  and  in 
acknowledging  sucb  aid,  he  says,  that  '  among  all  the  collections  of 
Boman  Antiquities  in  Scotland,  that  of  Baron  Clerk  justly  claims  the  pre- 
ference, both  as  to  number  and  curiosity;  and  it  would  require  a  treatise 
to  describe  them.'  The  Baron  himself  published  a  tract,  entitled, 
'  Dissertatio  de  Uonumentie  qulbusdam  Bomanb,  in  Boreali  Msgnw 
Britannia  Parte  detectis,  anno  1731.'  Edinburgi,  1750,  4to.  He  tdso 
printed  a  '  Dissertatio  de  Stylis  Veterum  et  diversia  Chortarum  Geae- 
ribus.'     4to.     It  is  anonymous  aud  without  date ;  but  a  detailed  abstract 

'  Boo  tho  Account  <if  tlii'  Family  iu  Douglita'B  Baronage  of  Scotland,  pp.  420~12fi : 
aud  in  Hajfair's  BaionoUce. 
■  LoudoD,  IT2T.    AddltioDi,  London,  1TS2,  fulio. 
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of  the  Diesertation,  by  Roger  Gde,  E»i.,  V.P.,  was  (jummiiiiifatfil  lo 
the  Boyal  Society  of  London,  and  printed  in  the  PliiloBOphical  Trans- 
actions for  August  and  September  1731  {vol.  xxxvi.  p.  167),  in  which 
'  the  Hon.  Sir  John  Cleric,  one  of  the  Barons  of  the  Exchequer  in  Scot- 
land,' is  styled  the  learned  and  judicious  Author.  The  Baron's  zeal  and 
learning  in  treating  of  such  subjects  is  not  less  conspicuous  in  Ids 
correepondeDce  with  the  same  eniiuent  English  Antii^iiary,  from  172C 
to  1743." ' 

Of  Baron  Clerk's  Diseerialiot  1750,  a  number  of  copies,  along  with  the 
engraved  plate  which  accompanies  it,  were  obligingly  placed  at  the  So- 
ciety's disposal  by  Mr  David  Laing,  Editor  of  the  above  volume,  at  the 
time  when  Sir  George  Clerk's  valuable  donation  weis  presented,  By  thiit 
means  those  members  who  felt  interested  in  euch  remains  had  it  in  their 
power  to  acquire  a  copy ;  and  an  impression  of  the  original  copper-plate 
is  here  given  (Plate  IV.)  Of  the  Diasertutio  itself  it  is  unnecessary  to 
give  any  abstract,  as  Gordon  has  Inserted  tbe  substance  of  it  at  page  27 
of  hia  "  Additions  and  Corrections  by  way  of  Supplement  to  the  Itittera- 
riuvi  Seplenlrionale,"  London,  1732,  folio,  under  this  title,  "A  Uieser- 
tation  on  some  Antiquities  found  at  Middleby,  in  the  Stewartry  of 
Annandale,  in  Scotland."  Gordon  and  Horsley's  works  are  too  well 
known  to  require  any  special  notice;  but  references  in  the  following  list 
are  also  given  to  the  "  Caledonia  Komana ;  a  Descriptive  Account  of  the 
Roman  Antiquities  of  Scotland,"  by  tbe  late  Robert  Stuart  of  GIa»>gow. 
Edinburgh,  1845,  4to.  Second  edition,  with  Additions.  Edinburirh,  |s,'"i2, 
4to.] 

A  DETAILED  LIST  OF  THE  BOMAN  ALTARfi  AKD  IMSOHtBEH  HI  ONES 
PRESENTED  BY  THE  RIGHT  HON.  SIR  GEORGE  CLEBH,  BV  HT,  OF 
PENICUIK. 

FoDNii  IN  Scotland. — Near  Croy,  Dumbartonshire. 
I.  Centarial  Stone,  10  inches  long  by   5  inches  brood,   inscribed 
|LEG- V],  found  at  Craigend,  near  Croy,  on  the  line  of  the  Ro- 

■  "  Rciiiioiiu  QalonDED,"  ptibliitlicd  in  NiohoU's  Bibliulhcva  Topugrit|)hica  BriUn- 
uicB.  vols.  i.  and  ij.     Londou.  1781-82.  4t». 
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uian  Wall  of  Antoninos  Pius,  popularly  known  by  the  name  of 
Graham's  Dyke.  It  was  presented  to  Baron  Clerk  by  Alexander 
Gordon,  A.M.,  the  author  of  the  Itinerarium  SepiotUrumdlef  and 
is  described  by  him  at  page  56,  and  is  figured  in  plate  x.  fig.  4 
of  that  work.  (See  also  Horsley's  Britannia  Bomana^  page  200, 
and  Stuart's  Caledonia  Bamanay  2d  edition,  p.  340.) 
II.  Sculptured  Stone,  9^  inches  long  by  6|  broad,  inscribed 

LEGVI 
VICEF 

found  at  Croehill  or  Croyhill,  near  Craigend.     (See  Gordon's 

Itiner,  Sept,,  plate  x.  fig  8,  p.  56.) 
III.  Upper  part  apparently  of  a  small  Altar,  with  moulded  top,  about 

9  inches  high  by  8  inches  broad,  with  two  lines  of  inscriptiott 

greatly  defaced.    It  was  found  at  Craigend,  Ghraham's  Dyke. 
lY.  Another  Centurial  Stone,  with  its  inscription  much  defaced,  found 

at  Craigend,  Graham's  Dyke ;  it  measures  8^  inches  long  by 

4J  inches  broad. 

Near  Falkirk,  Stirlingshire, 

V.  Altar,  3  feet  3  inches  high,  17  inches  square,  with  richly  moulded 
top  and  base,  and  with  the  emblematic  figures  on  its  three  sides 
of  a  triumphal  wreath,  a  bow,  and  a  quiver ;  the  inscription  on 
the  fourth  side  is  unfortunately  much  defaced.  It  was  found 
close  by  a  house  called  Auchenvole,  on  the  line  of  the  Boman 
Wall,  near  Falkirk,  and  was  procured  for  Baron  Clerk  by 
Alexander  Gordon,  A.M.  (See  Itiner.  Sept,  p.  55,  plate  xiii.  figs. 
1,  2;  also  Caledonia  Bomana,  plate  xiii.  No.  8;  and  Horsley, 
p.  219,  plate  Scotland,  No.  15.) 

Near  Cratnond. 
Yl.  Centurial  Stone,  11  inches  long  by  6  inches  broad,  inscribed, 


1LEGIIAVC4 

1  FECIT 


SA 
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found  at  Cramond.     (See  Itiner,  Sept,  plate  x.  fig.  7;  Stuart's 
Caledonia  Bom,,  plate  iv.  fig.  7,  p.  167.) 

Middleby  or  Birrens,  Dumfriesshire, 

YII.  A  full-length  figure  of  a  Female,  supposed  to  be  the  Goddess 
Brigantia,  in  a  circular  topped  niche,  3  feet  high  by  16  inches 
square,  wearing  a  mural  crown,  winged  and  draped,  with  a  long 
spear  in  right  hand,  a  globe  in  the  left,  with  an  inscription  on  the 
base  below  the  figure, 

BKIGANTI^-  S-  AMANDVS 
AKCITECTVS  EX  IMPERIOIMP-I 

It  was  found  near  the  Eoman  camp  called  Birrens,  at  Middleby, 
Annandale.  (See  Clerk,  Dissertatio  de  Monument.,  plate,  fig.  1 
(see  the  accompanying  Plate  lY.) ;  Stuart's  Caledonia  Bomana, 
p.  125,  plate  ii.  fig.  3 ;  Horsley,  p.  192,  Scotland,  plate  xxxiv. ; 
Grordon,  Itiner.  Sept.,  Additions,  p.  27,  plate  Ixviii.  fig.  1.) 
VIII.  Altar  to  Mercury,  found  near  the  Roman  camp  at  Middleby, 
Annandale,  2  feet  7  inches  high,  with  the  emblem  of  a  bird 
over  a  patera  on  one  side,  and  on  the  other  a  simpulum  and 
patera.     The  inscription  is  as  follows : 

DEO  MERC^. 
R^O  IVLC'^ 
CENSSIGIL^ 
COLLIG^'C^L^ 
lEVSDSD 

V         S         L         M 

It  is  figured  and  described  in  Clerk's  Dissert,  de  Monument,, 
plate,  figs.  2,  3,  4,  5  (see  Plate  IV.) ;  Horsley,  p.  342 ;  Stuart, 
plate  xi.  fig.  4,  p.  126. 
IX.  Pedestal  or  Altar,  2  feet  7  inches  high  by  14J  broad,  with  in- 
scription ;  on  which  there  was  the  portion  of  a  statue,  appa- 
rently of  Mercury,  when  the  Altar  was  discovered ;  this,  how- 
ever, was  unfortunately  not  preserved.     It  was  found  near  the 
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Boman  camp  at  Miildk-by,  Aiiiiaudale.    (See  Clerk,  j 
MmamerU.,  plate,  figs,  G,  7  (see  Plate  IV.) ;  Horsley,  p,  341 ; 

and  Smart,  p.  127,  plate  ii.  fig.  5.) 

N  V  M  ■  A  V  G 

DEO'-lETtC 
SICN'POSV 
ERVNTCVL 
TORESCOL 
LIGNIEIVS 
DEMDEICW 
INGEVFO 
V  ■  S  ■  L  ■  M- 

X.  Sculptured  Head  of  a  Female  Statue,  with  hair  rolled  back  nl  tho 
eidea.  It  ie  about  7  inches  in  leugth,  and  wao  fouuil  near  the 
RomnD  camp  at  Middleby,  Annaudale. 
XI.  Portion  of  a  Stone,  9J  inches  long  b;  5  inches  broad,  fonnd  at 
Middleby,  Annandale,  inscribed  as  follows — the  figure  VI.  in 
the  centre  being  encircled  hy  a  wreath : — 
LEGIO 

v(vi)ii 


Found  iw  England. — At  ffotueiteada,  Northumberland. 
XII.  Small  Altar,  9^  inches  high  by  6  inches  broad,  found  at  House- 
eteada  (the  ancient  Borovicus),  on  the  Roman  Wall  of  Severus. 
(See  Gordon,  Iliner.  Sept.,  plate  si.  fig.  8 ;  Horsley,  p.  192  (Nor- 
thumberland), plate  Izix.)  A  Dolphin  is  rudely  sculptured  on 
the  one  side,  and  a  Wild  Boar  on  the  other,  and  it  is  inscribed 
apparently  as  follows ; — 

D  I   R  V  S 

YITIRIEVS 

DECCIVS. 

V'  S-L'M- 
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XIII.  Small  AUar,  without  inscriptiou,  13  inches  higli,  U  inches  broad, 
and  4^  incliea  in  thickneea ;  found  at  Housestetuis, 

XIV.  Small  Altar,  also  witbout  iiiBcri[ition,  measuring  lOJ  incheB  high, 
and  8  intliee  broad,  found  at  HoueeBteada,  (See  Gordon,  p.  77, 
plate  xxxii.) 
XV.  Bas-relief,  14  inches  high  by  10  inches  broad,  representing  tlio 
lower  part  of  a  Female  Figure,  with  flowing  robes,  found  at 
Houseeteade.    (See  (jordon,  plate  xxxvii.  fig.  (!.) 

XVI.  Bas-relief,  22  inches  bigli,  14  inches  at  base,  representing  a 
Roman  Soldier  with  a  long  Bijear  in  the  right  hand,  the  left 
resting  on  an  oval  shield  ;  found  at  Housesteads.  (See  Gordon, 
plate  xxxvij.  p,  77.) 


NOTICE   OF   TWO    -  CRAlfflOGEB."    OR    PALLISADED    ISLANDS,    IN 
BUTE.  WITH  PLAN8.    Ev  JOHN  MACKINLAY,  Esq.,  F.S.A.  Scot. 

The  fortification  which  I  am  first  to  describe  is  of  the  kind  called  hy 
the  Irish  antiquaries  "  Crannoges,"  of  which  clues  Mr  Robertson  described 
Mtveral,  in  different  ports  of  Scotland,  in  a  very  interesting  paper,  read 
by  him  at  our  Meeting  on  14th  December  last,  and  to  which  thin  may 
be  regarded  as  an  appendix. 

Id  Oaelic,  the  wonl  Craun  signifies  a  (ree,  a  flake,  or  a  poai,  and  Oy 
or  Oig  is  young;  su  Crann-oig  signifies  a  stockade  formed  of  young  tree*; 
conBwjuently  it  is  scarcely  a  correct  use  of  the  term  to  extend  it  to 
insular  forts  formed  of  any  other  mutoriul.  This  is  one  instance  among 
many  of  words  acquiring  a  wider  meaning  than  their  etymology  would 
Ktrictly  warrant ;  it  is,  however,  convenient  to  have  a  general  term  by 
wliiub  insular  forts  in  lakes  may  be  classified. 

Thf  "Cronnoge"  of  which  I  am  now  to  give  an  account  was  dijs- 
.overeil  by  me  in  the  summer  of  1812,  and  is  thus  described  in  a  letter, 
-lilted  13tli  February  1813,  wliieh  1  wrote  to  the  late  James  Knox,  Esq 
of  tila^ow,  who  immediately  sent  it  to  his  friend  George  Chalmers,  Esq.. 
author  uf  "Caledonia  ;''  and  this  letter  led  tomy  Imvinga  long correspoiid- 
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euue  with  Uim  relative  to  the  aiiti<4uities  uf  Buteiilure.     The  following 
is  au  estract : — 

"  There  is  a  small  moesy  lake,  called  Dhu-Loch,  situated  io  a  nurow 
valley  in  the  middle  of  that  stroug  tract  of  liill-ground  extecding  from 
the  DuE-hill  of  Barone  to  Atdficalj)Bie  Point,  to  which  valley,  it  is  aoid, 
the  inhabitants  of  Uuto  were  wont  to  drive  their  eattlo  in  timea  of  danger. 
I  remember,  when  a  schoolboy,  to  have  heard  that  there  were  the 
remains  of  some  aoctent  building  iii  that  lake,  which  were  vieible  when 
the  wat«r  was  low ;  and  happening  to  be  in  that  part  of  the  island  last 
summer  [1812],  I  went  to  search  for  it.  1  found  a  low  green  islet  about 
20  yajrda  long,  which  was  connected  with  the  shore,  owing  to  the  lowness 
of  the  wat*r,  after  a  continuance  of  dry  weather.  Not  seeing  any  vea- 
tigea  of  stone  foundations,  I  was  tunting  away,  when  I  observed  ranges 
of  oak  piles,  and  on  examination  it  appeared  that  the  edifice  bad  beeu 
thus  constructed.     (See  Plan,  Plate  V.  fig.  1.) 

'■  The  walls  were  formed  by  double  rows  of  piles  4J  feet  asunder,  and 
the  intermediate  space  appears  to  have  been  filled  with  beams  of  wood, 
Bome  of  which  yet  remain.  The  bottom  had  been  fUled  up  to  the  surface 
of  the  water  with  moss  or  turf,  and  covered  over  with  sliingle,  or  quarry 
rubbish,  to  form  a  floor.  The  ground-plan  was  a  triangle,  with  one  point 
towards  the  shore,  to  which  it  had  been  connected  by  a  bridge  or  stage, 
some  of  the  piles  of  which  are  still  to  be  traced.  There  is  reason  to 
believe  that  the  space  between  this  building  and  the  shore  of  the  lake 
was  much  deeper;  or  else  was  bo  soft  a.a  not  to  bear  a  person's  weight, 
which  it  can  scarcely  do  yet.  The  foundation  was  secured  by  a  bank 
about  6  or  8  feet  broad,  formed  with  small  piles,  filled  up  with  moss ;  and 
when  the  superstructure  had  decayed  to  tlie  high-water  level,  the  gravd 
of  the  floor  burst  out  and  covered  {iart  of  this  bank,  which  gave  the  islet 
its  present  shape.  The  water  of  the  lake  is  of  a  dark  colour  (as  its  name 
imports)  owing  to  the  bottom  being  wholly  moss,  and  this  circumstanoe 
has  prevented  the  decay  of  the  piles  as  high  as  the  water  reached — as 
they  still  continue  in  the  state  of  moK  oak,  many  trees  of  which  are  to 
be  seen  in  the  bottom  of  the  lake  when  the  water  is  clear.  This  uncom- 
mon'building  wos  perhaps  the  ■prteloriwn  of  this  extensive  natural  for- 
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tress  formed  by  a  double  range  of  hJUa.  which  seem  anciently  t-o  fauve 
been  covered  with  wood."' 

At  the  south  end  of  the  lake  there  are  several  large  roots  of  oak  trees, 
still  6xed  in  the  ground  where  tbey  grew;  the  stems  had  decayed  down 
to  the  roots,  where  they  were  about  3  feet  in  diameter,  aitJ  the  root* 
were  preserved  by  a  coating  of  moss-earth. 

I  revisited  this  islet  in  the  summer  of  1826,  wliich  was  uneommonly 
dry,  and  the  water  in  that  lake  was  consequently  much  diminished.  On 
that  occasion  I  observed  an  extension  of  the  fort  at  the  south-east  corner, 
formed  by  small  piles  and  a  frame-work  of  timbers  laid  across  each  other, 
in  the  manner  of  a  raft.  It  seems  to  have  formed  the  foundation  of 
some  wooden  erection  which  was  destroyed  by  fire,  as  the  tops  of  the 
piles  were  charred ;  those  piles  (as  well  as  the  frame-work)  were  only 
about  i  inches  tn  diameter.  I  took  out  one  of  the  larger  piles  of  tlie 
original  edifice,  which  was  5  inches  in  diameter,  and  the  i>oint  seems  to 
have  been  cut  by  a  celt,  or  stone  axe,  as  the  cuts  were  hollow,  or  as  it 
were  conch  oidal. 

There  is  another  insular  fort  in  Loch  Quein ;  which  loch  is  situated 
near  the  south  end  of  the  valley  between  Rothesay  and  Scalpsie  Bays. 
And  it,  also,  may  he  described  as  a  Crannoge,  in  the  wider  sense  of  the 
term.  I  visited  it  in  the  summer  of  1814;  but  owing  to  the  water 
being  pretty  deep,  and  there  being  no  boat  on  the  lake,  I  could  not 
get  upon  tlte  islet  to  measure  and  examine  it  more  closely ;  but  when 
viewed  from  an  adjacent  height,  it  appeared  to  be  an  oval  of  60  or  70 
feet  in  its  longest  diameter.  The  islet  (which  is  in  the  south-west  side 
of  the  lake)  seems  to  be  natural,  as  the  wall  of  stone,  or  stones  and 
turf,  follows  its  shape.  The  wall  appeared  to  Ije  2  or  3  feet  thick,  and 
about  a  foot  in  height  remained.  There  are  two  rows  of  piles  extending 
obliquely  to  tlie  shore  of  the  lake,  which  either  supported  a  bridge  or  a 
hand-rail ;  between  the  pUea  the  ground  is  covered  with  flat  atones,  not 
raised  like  a  causeway,  but  rather  seeming  to  have  been  used  as  stepping- 

I  Mi  ChiilniBrs,  in  liia  letter  to  Mr  Knox  of  26tli  April  1813,  reiative  to  my  cnm- 
iDunicatioB  respecting  the  Islet  Fort  in  Dhu-Locb.  eaye,  "  It  goes  directly  lo  UluBtrale 
nome  of  the  obscutMt  antiquities  of  ScotlnncI— I  njean,  the  wooiien  castlea — wliicJi 
belong  to  the  Scottieh  period  when  atone  and  lime  were  not  mnch  used  in  building. 
I  will  make  proper  use  of  this  discovpry  of  Mr  Mnpkinky.*' 
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stones.  The  depth  of  the  water  here  appeared  to  be  about  2  feet ;  at 
another  place  it  seemed  not  to  be  above  18  inchee ;  bat  the  bottom  is 
soft  and  mossy.    (See  Plan,  Plate  Y.  fig.  2.) 

In  the  north  end  of  this  lake  there  is  a  conical  pile  of  stonee,  like  a 
cairn,  9  or  10  feet  in  diameter,  at  the  level  of  the  water,  which  ia  there 
about  5  feet  deep.    The  use  of  this  pile  of  stones  I  cannot  conjectnre. 


III. 

NOTICE  OF  A  TOMB  ON  THE  HILL  OF  ROSEISLE,  MORAYSHIRE, 
RECENTLY  OPENED;  ALSO  OF  THE  CHAMBERED  CAIRNS  AND 
STONE  CIRCLES  AT  CLAY  A,  ON  NAIRNSIDE.     Bt  COSMO  INNE8, 

Esq.,  V.P.S.A.  Soot. 

ROSBISLB. 

Tho  Hill  of  Roseisle  bounds  the  plain  or  ^'  laigh  *'  of  Moray  to  the 
north.  Its  top  is  crowned  with  a  little  wart,  apparently  a  gathered  cairn, 
known  as  the  "  Tappock  "  of  Roseisle.  The  plough  is  encroaching  upon 
it  from  all  sides,  and  last  summer  the  farmer  of  Hill  of  Roseisle  came 
nyton  a  grave  with  a  cist  of  rough  stones  about  twelve  yards  north  of  the 
Tappock.  The  soil  is  very  light  there,  and  the  deposit  was  near  the 
surface.  James  Jeans,  the  very  intelligent  young  man  who  made  the 
discovery,  gave  me  the  dimensions  of  the  cist.  It  was  2  feet  10  inches 
in  length,  18  inches  in  depth,  and  18  or  20  inches  broad.  It  contained 
bones  and  a  skull  tolerably  entire, — the  latter  carried  to  the  Museum  at 
Elgin ;  and  it  contained  also  the  beads,  sixty-four  in  number,  and  the 
larger  ornaments  of  jet,  which  James  Jeans  still  keeps.  I  do  not  know 
that  I  should  have  been  so  successful  in  my  own  person,  but  Jeans  did 
not  hesitate  to  lend  these  to  Lady  Dunbar  of  Duffus ;  and  that  lady  has 
been  good  enough  to  make  the  careful  and  accurate  drawing  of  these  jet 
ornaments,  which  I  now  exhibit,  and  which  she  allows  mo  to  present  to 
the  Society.  [The  drawing  referred  to  exhil)itcd  two  triangularly-shaped 
portions,  etich  ornamented  with  a  double  row  of  punctured  lines ;  and  a 
series  of  rounded  beads  of  an  obloD<i;  shape.]  You  will  observe  their  great 
resemblance,  I  might  almost  my  indentity,  with  beads  and  ornaments  of 


ANTKtOARIES  OF  SCOTLAND. 


47 


jet  iu  tlie  Museum  tit  tho  Society,  routiil  iu  an  urn  contained  in  a  etone 
cist  wilhin  a  barrow  near  Asaynt,  Ross-shire,  of  which  the  annexed  ia  a 
cnrefnl  drawing;  and  may  therefore  serve  as  an  illnBtration  of  those  now 
ildscrilied,' 


I  may  add,  that  the  Taijpock  of  Kiiseisle  commands  a  moat  exten- 
sive view,  atretehiug  from  tho  Ord  of  Caithnoas  t>>  thu  Cairn giinns,  and 
is  a  atriking  and  conspicuous  site  fur  a  sepulchral  deposit.  If  it  shall  turn 
out  that  the  excresence  on  the  top  is  of  gathered  Btunes — a  csini,  in  short — 
though  at  present  obscured  by  rank  whins,  I  should  expect  that  a  section 
of  it  would  discover  a  grave  of  some  impottanc*.  When  I  left  Moray, 
there  was  an  intention  at  least  to  make  the  uxperimeul ;  and  I  hope  to 
be  alile  to  report  the  result  at  no  very  distftnt  jieriod. 


PfttiBing  by  ft  road,  now  littlo  travelled,  which  le-ads  from  Cawdor  und 
Kilrovoi.'k  to  Moy,  along  the  southern  bank  of  the  water  of  Nairn,  about 
nix  miles  above  Cawilor,  and  opposite  to  the  Moor  of  Culloden,  uikju 
croBsing  tile  ravine  of  a  rocky  hill-barn,  looking  down  to  the  river,  you 
riime  in  sight  of  the  little  haugh  of  Clava,  where  the  soil  is  not  alluvial 

'  See  Archnol.  Scot.,  »ol.  iii„  p.  4B ;  and  Wilson  a  Pre-Hist.  Anniila,  p.  203. 
'  Bee  Aniierson'g  Guirlo,  1st  adition.  Ajipendix  to  Route  HI,  p.  4.     Sir  T.  Lauder's 
Moruy  FIiwiIb,  p.  16,  rItos  drnwiug  of  cliamber. 
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like  our  haugliB  generally,  but  showing  rook  cropping  out  at  many  plai'ea, 
and  at  otiiers  IwulJers  of  gneise,  and  many  caima  of  Bmallet  atones. 

The  wliole  length  of  the  hangh  may  be  rather  more  than  half  a  mile ; 
aod  as  you  go  down  (he  bank  towards  the  Gequestered  place,  the  appear- 
ance of  the  plain,  thickly  strewed  with  the  remains  of  primeval  building, 
IB  very  atrtking.  At  first  sight,  it  looks  a  mere  confused  nsBemblage  of 
gray  caims  and  "  standing  stones,"  but  on  getting  among  them,  you  dis- 
cover some  order  and  method, 

At  the  extreme  western  extremity  (for  convenience  I  take  the  river  to 
mn  from  west  to  east)  is  an  enormous  erect  stone,  standing  at  least  12 
or  14  feet  above  fhe  soil,  and  beside  it  a  eair?)  as  yet  undisturbed.  The 
natives  called  this  OvMuieh :  Imt  I  could  not  make  out  whether  the  name 
applied  especially  to  the  western  erection,  or  to  the  whole  of  the  ruins. 

Three  hundred  yards  eastward  is  the  trace  of  a  rectangular  enclosure, 
40  yards  long  by  20  broad ;  inside  of  which  is  a  smaller  rectangalar 
huiltUng,  9  yards  long  by  6  broad,  and  another  much  smaller,  which  may 
probably  have  been  a  Christian  cliupel  and  cemetery,  though  the  neigh- 
bours did  not  speak  of  its  name  or  purpose;  and  It  is  only  from  Mr 
Anderson's  "  Guide "  that  we  learn  the  place  was  used  for  the  burial  of 
unchristened  children,  within  memory.'  I  saw  no  trace  of  recent  graves. 
To  (he  east  of  the  clachan  or  "  chapel "  is  another  fine  standing  stone 

'  Pointing  to  a  anporstition  which,  I  fancy,  ia  common  in  Scotland.  Paseing,  one 
day,  from  Crumart;  to  Tarhet  in  Eastor  Rosa,  I  observed  several  ama]!  cen>elerie!i 
and  lemaioa  of  mined  chapels.  There  weio  numerons  green  graves  el>aut  thenj, 
bnt  the  natives  were  nnwilling  to  admit  that  any  buried  there  now.  At  liwt  I  came 
to  one  wliera  we  found  a  little  grave  freshly  covered,  and  ray  informauts — country 
people  of  the  noighbonrhood — admitted,  only  under  pressing  crosa-exaijiination, 
that  Iheoa  old  chapel-yards  are  used  for  the  burioJ  of  unchristened  children  only, 
while  all  the  other  dead  of  the  district,  and  for  many  miles  around,  arc  carried  for 
bnrial  at  Kig.  The  church  of  Nig  is  of  high  and  ancient  sanctity,  and  to  its  ceme- 
tery the  inhabitants  of  many  other,  and  even  distant,  parishes,  bring  their  dead  for 
sepulture,  I  do  not  know  of  any  auch  peculiarly  reverenced  cemetery  within  res<:h 
of  ClavB ;  bat  the  parisbionera  of  Cray  and  Bar-evan  seem  to  bave  the  aaioo  objec- 
tion to  admit  among  them  after  death  their  unbaptised  infants.  1  find  no  record  of 
any  chapel  at  Clava ;  but  the  vestiges  I  havo  described  seem  to  indical*  the  primi- 
tive Christian  chapel  and  cemetery,  superindncpd  upon  the  little  cluster  of  edifioea 
of  pagan  religion,  law,  scpullnre,  and  whiil  not. 


MJl< 
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8  apparently  lieeii  < 


I 

i 


9  feet  above  the  ground,  and  wbi 
iif  which  the  otbera  have  falleD. 

Here  begin  the  oairns,  which  at  wide  intervale  extend  over  the  whole 
baugh  to  its  eastern  extremity.  They  are,  I  think,  eiglit  in  number, 
and  it  is  apparent  that  each  cairn  has  stood  within  and  filled  tlie  entire 
space  formed  by  a  circle  of  standing  stones — a  common  "  Druids'  circle." 
Thp  cairns  are  of  no  great  size  or  height,  and  the  stones  of  which  they 
consist  are  quite  email,  and  not  fitted  to  give  much  consistency  to  the  pile. 

The  remarkable  thing  is,  that  two  of  these  cairns  have  been  opened, 
and  each  wan  found  to  have  been  huilt  or  piled  round  a  circular  chamber. 
What  we  shall  call  the  eastern  cairn  had  covered  a  round  dome-topped 
chamber  about  12  feet  in  diameter,  probably  8  or  9  feet  in  height  in  the 
centre,  entered  by  a  passage  fn>m  the  west  about  15  feet  long  and 
3  broad.  The  interior  walls  are  of  large  courses  of  Btones  at  bottom  and 
Gmoller  above,  the  courees  converging  at  the  top  to  form  the  roof, 

The  first  of  these  drawings  represents  the  farthest  west  of  the  opened 
cairns,  with  several  erect  stones  in  a  circular  line  round  it,  but  not,  I 
think,  quite  concentric  with  the  "  Druids'  circle,"  which  forms  the  outer 
boundary  of  the  cairn  itself  (nee  Plate  VI.) ;  it  also  includes  a  distant 
V  of  the  eastern  calm ;  and  in  the  other  drawing  (Flute  VIl.)  there  is 
w  of  the  eastern  cairn,  and  it  shows  the  construction  of 
the  chamber  within  and  the  passage  of  entrance  much  better  than  I  can 
describe  them.  This  is  the  cairn  which  was  opened  by  Miss  Campbell  of 
Kilravock,  and  where  there  were  said  to  be  discovered,  a  few  inches 
nnder  the  original  soil,  two  urns  of  the  common  funereal  kind,  which 
e  broken  in  the  search. 

I  would  call  your  attention  to  the  close  resemblance  of  these  chamber- 
cairns  to  the  chamber  at  New  Grange  on  the  Boyne,  The  sine  of  the 
Irish  subterranean  dome,  which  may  be  almost  called  magnificent,  the 
altar  veasela  still  remaining,  the  fine  materia!  and  elaborate  ornaments, 
are  indeed  very  different  from  the  little  chamber-cairns  on  the  Nairn 
side,  yet  the  purpose  must  have  been  the  same,  the  period  and  people 
not  very  different.  Even  yet  we  have  not  collected  sufficient  materiala 
to  decide  the  questions  which  such  etructures  raise;  but  if  we  suppose 
the  circles  of  erect  stones  and  the  chamber-cairns  to  be  relics  of  a  pre- 
cbrialiatj  place  of  assembly,  where  the  elders  of  the  bind  met  to  make 
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Uwt  and  to  tMlminister  them,  and  to  wonhip  the  unknown  goda  off  the 
Pict0,  we  may  conclude  that  the  little  Chiutian  chisel  and  eemetay 
were  set  in  the  place  of  old  reveienoe,  jnst  as  St  Panl'a  Cathedral  and 
York  Minster  are  found  placed  on  the  mins  of  pagan  tempba. 

Only  one  of  the  remaining  caima  is  of  soflfodent  aiie  to  make  it  pio- 
hable  it  contained  a  chamber  within  it;  and  that  one  is  flattened  at  the 
top,  as  if  the  imperfect  cupola  ixwf  had  been  cruahed  in  by  the  wei^t 
above  it.  It  might  be  worth  while  to  open  it,  taking  care  to  observe 
whether  the  stones  showed  the  peculiar  structure  of  the  chamben,  and 
also  to  ascertain  whether  in  the  soil  of  it,  and  of  the  more  reoenfly 
opened  of  the  other  two,  had  been  deposited  any  sepulchral  ums. 

For  these  drawings  the  Society  is  indebted  to  the  Bev.  Burnett  Stewart, 
an  accomplished  artist,  who  accompanied  me  in  an  expedition  to  the 
cairns  of  Clava,  and  made  his  drawings  with  patient  care  and  accuracy. 


IV. 

ACCOUNT  OF  A  RECENT  DISCOVERT  OF  STONE  CISTS,  CONTAIN- 
ING URNS  AND  HUMAN  BONES,  IN  THE  FARM  OF  WINDTMAIN8. 
PARISH  OF  HUMBIE,  HADDINGTONSHIRE.  By  Mb  ROBERT  FOR- 
MAN,  Tenant  of  Windtmains.  Commxjnicated  bt  the  Rbv.  JAMES  D0DD8, 
DuNBAB,  IN  A  Letteb  TO  DAVID  LAING,  Esq. 

F.  C.  Manse,  Dunbab,  Dtt.  16, 1867. 

DsAB  Sib, — You  will  remember  that,  when  I  called  upon  you  about  a 
month  ago  to  show  you  a  Boman  coiu  lately  picked  up  in  the  farm  of 
Windymains,  I  mentioned,  that  there  had  been  made  this  season,  on 
the  same  farm,  a  remarkable  discovery  of  stone  coffins,  containing  human 
bones  and  clay  ums.  I  have  requested  my  friend  Mr  Robert  Forman, 
tenant  of  Windymains  (which  belongs  to  the  Earl  of  Hopetoun),  to  draw 
up  a  short  account  of  the  said  discover^-,  and  of  the  articles  found.  He 
has  drawn  up  and  sent  me  such  an  account  in  a  letter,  of  which  I  enclose 
an  extract  for  your  use  and  that  of  your  antiquarian  friends.  Mr  Forman, 
you  will  ol)ser^•o,  has  made  a  short  but  instructive  reference  to  Doddridge 
Law,  a  place  in  his  farm.  It  is  the  old  stor}-  over  again ;  interesting 
antiquities  sacrificed  for  the  plough,  or  devoted  to  utilitarian  purposes. 
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I  ihiuk  a  vUit  to  Windymaing  would  be  iiitereeting  to  a  zealous  anti- 
quarian. Mr  Forman,  I  am  sure,  would  give  him  a  kind  anil  intelli- 
gent reception. 

I  am  yours  very  faithfully, 

Jahbs  Dodds. 

"  In  the  course  of  this  autnmu  (1857),  men  employed  in  digging  for  sand 

a  a  slightly  elevated  piece  of  ground  a  little  to  the  wcBt  of  Keith  House, 
parish  of  Hnmbie,  came  upon  a  heavy  freestone  slab,  lying  about  2  feet 
below  the  surface.  The  removal  of  this  slab  brought  to  view  the  four 
■ides  of  a  very  perfect  coffin  or  cist,  formed  of  dressed  frecBtones ;  it  was 
4  feet  long,  2  feet  wide,  and  19  inches  deep.  The  inside  of  the  cotBu 
was  quite  filled  with  the  fine  sharp  sand  of  which  the  rising  ground 
referred  to  chiefly  consists.  Firmly  bedded  in  this  sand  was  found  an 
apparently  complete  skeleton,  lying  east  and  west,  the  head  facing  west, 
with  a  clay  urn  in  the  right-hand  comer  beside  the  head.  The  urn  was 
broken  in  the  lifting,  but  the  fragments  retained  very  distinct  traces  of 
ornamental  work  [which  consisted  of  straight  and  oblique  lines], 
A  similar  bul  smaller  and  leas  perfectly  formed  "coffin  [or  cist]  had  been 
discovered  in  the  same  place  some  days  before,  with  few  traces  of  bones, 
but  containing  a  very  perfect  um,  which  was  preserved  with  but  little 
damage.  [This  urn  or  vase,  now  presented  to  the  Museum,  belongs  to 
the  class  known  aa  "  drinking- cups,"  and  is  formed  of  a  reddish -coloured 
clay,  with  a  black  fracture  ;  it  is  G^  inches  high,  and  4^  inches  across  the 
month,  about  two  inches  below  which  it  becomes  slightly  contracted  in 
diameter,  expanding  helow,  and  again  becoming  narrower  at  the  base, 
which  measures  3  inches  across ;  it  is  ornamented  in  bands  of  straight, 
ligzag,  and  oblique  lines,  some  of  the  bands  bearing  a  resemblance  to  the 
'herring-bone  puttern,  as  it  is  called.]  The  bones  in  the  large  coffin  must 
hftTe  been  those  of  a  tall  and  powerful  man.  The  skull  is  imperfect 
[conBistiug  only  of  the  bones  of  calvarium,  the  bones  of  the  face  being 
ting],  and  the  thigh-bone  measures  18^  inches  from  joint  to  joint. 
the  coffin-stones  must  have  been  conveyed  from  some  distance,  as  there 

e  aODe  of  the  same  kind  in  the  immediate  locality, 

"" -^ce  of  rising  ground  a  mile  due  west  from  this  spot,  hundreds 

lining  bones,  have  been  turned  up  by  the  spade  or  the 
D  a 
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plough  within  the  last  twenty  or  thirty  years;  but  these  are  mostly 
formed  of  rough  limestone  slabs,  and  seem  to  have  been  less  caiefdDy 
deposited. 

^'  About  half  a  mile  still  further  to  the  west  is  Doddridge  Law,  which 
rises  to  the  height  of  700  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea,  and  exhibits 
traces  of  having  been  occupied  as  a  fortified  position.  The  surrounding 
ditch,  or  "  ring"  as  the  people  call  it,  is  now  completely  levelled  for  cul- 
tivation, and  the  heavy  stones,  which  must  have  been  conveyed  with 
much  care  and  labour  up  to  the  place,  have  been  removed  at  different 
times  to  Peaston  (parish  of  Ormiston)  and  elsewhere,  for  farm-buildings 
and  other  purposes." 


V. 

ON  THE  PRESENT  STATE  OF  THE  QUESTION,  "  WHERE  WAS  JOHN 
KNOX  BORN  ?  "  By  JOHN  RICHARDSON,  Esq.,  Pkocuratob-Fiscal, 
Haddington.    WITH  SUPPLEMENTARY  NOTICES. 

It  is  admitted  on  all  hands  that  Knox  was  bom  either  in  the  village  of 
Giffordgate,  a  suburb  of  the  town  of  Haddington,  or  in  the  village  of 
Gifford,  four  miles  distant  from  that  town.  The  late  Dr  M*Crie  sums 
up  in  favour  of  the  latter  place — let,  On  the  authority  of  Beza,  a  con- 
temporary of  Knox,  who  thus  designates  the  Reformer,  "Joannes 
Cnoxus,  Scotus,  Giffordiensis,"  which  Dr  M^Crie  thinks  "evidently 
means  that  he  was  a  native  of  the  town  of  Gifford."  2dly,  Of  Spottis- 
wood,  another  contemporary,  who  says  he  was  "  born  in  Gifford  within 
Lothian."  The  other  authorities  quoted  by  Dr  MTrie,  on  the  same 
side,  are,  David  Buchanan,  who  wrote  in  1644,  Matthew  Crawford  in 
1732,  and  Wodrow ;  but  these  three  are  merely  followers  of  the  other 
two,  and  quote  no  other  independent  authority  or  cause  of  knowledge. 

On  the  other  side  are  Archibald  Hamilton,  Knox's  countryman  and 
4icquaintanc€,  who  states  that  Knox  was  born  in  the  town  of  Haddington 
and  another  Scotsman  who  writes  at  the  same  time,  and  says  he  was 
bom  near  Haddington. 

Now,  setting  other  recently  discovered  circumstances  aside,  one  would 
be  much  inclined  to  prefer  the  testimony  of  the  two  contemporary  Scots- 
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men,  one  of  them  personally  aa^iiainUd  with  Knox,  and  who  appears, 
from  his  deBcripiion  of  Knox's  parents,  to  have  known  them  also,  to  tbat 
of  Beza,  a  foreigner,  who  had  no  such  personal  knowledge,  and  who 
might  well  misunderstand  the  accounts  which  he  bad  received  of  the 
place  of  the  Reformer's  birth.  Beza,  besides,  does  not  etij  Knox  was 
born  in  the  village  of  Gifford,  a  circumstance  of  some  moment,  as  will 
be  shown.  He  merely  describes  Knox  as  belonging  to  Gifford  in  Scot- 
land, just  as  Spottiswood  says  "  of  Gifford  in  Lothian,"  which  may  as 
consistently  he  interpreted  to  mean  the  estate  or  territory  of  Gifford  as 
the  village  of  Gifford.  If  this  be  so,  then  the  accounts  of  J3eza  and 
Spottiswood  are  not  incousistent  with  that  of  Hamilton,  for,  in  truth, 
the  village  of  Giffordgate  is  a  part  of  the  estate  and  territory  of  Gifford, 
although  distant  four  miles  nearly  from  the  rest  of  tbat  estate.  The 
Giffordgate  lands  are  still  held  of  the  Marquis  of  Tweeddale,  the  pro- 
prietor of  that  estate,  and  they  are  expressly  mentioned  in  the  titles 
of  it.  If,  therefore,  Giffordgate  be  assumed  as  Knox's  birthplace,  the 
different  accounts  above  alluded  to  are  reconcilable  with  one  another, 
inasmuch  as  be  would  still  be  a  ''  Scotsman  belonging  to  Gifford," 
according  to  Seza;  "born  in  Gifford  within  Lothian,"  according  to 
Spottiswood ;  "  bom  in  the  town  of  Haddington,"  acctirding  to  Hamil- 
ton, as  Giffordgate  is  one  of  its  suburbs ;  and  "  bom  near  Haddington," 
according  to  Kuos's  personal  friend  and  countryman,  Hamilton,  inas- 
much as  Giffordgate  is  a  village  independent  of,  although  near  Had- 
dington, from  which  it  is  separated  only  by  the  Kiver  Tyne.  It  may 
thus  be  truly  said  that  these  different  accounts  are  not  contradictory ; 
some  are  only  more  specific  than  others — the  personal  friends  who  had 
the  best  knowledge  of  the  locality  being  moat  specific. 

That  Dr  M'Crie's  preference  for  the  village  of  Gifford  is  founded  on  a 
want  of  knowledge  of  these  circumstances  can  be  easily  shown.  He 
assumes  that  the  village  of  Oiffordgate  is  a  part  of  the  village  of  Nun- 
gate,  another  suburb  of  Haddington,  on  the  same  aide  of  the  Biver  Tyne 
with  Giffordgate,  and  adjoining  it.  The  two  villages,  in  fact,  are  only 
separated  by  a  public  road  passing  through  Tyne  at  the  ford.  In  com- 
mon language,  the  two  villages  are  generally  treated  as  one,  and  called 
Nungate.  While  Giffordgate,  however,  is  held  of  the  Marquis  of  Tweed- 
dale  as  part  of  the  estate  of  Gifford,  Nungate  village  is  all  church  lands, 
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fonnerly  belongiDg  tp  the  Abbey  of  Haddington,  and  now  to  the  Ead  of 
Wemvss  and  Lord  Blantyre,  in  right  of  the  Grown,  as  coming  in  place 
of  the  Abbot.  Giffordgate  lands  were  acquired  by  the  Tester  familyi  as 
far  back  as  1451,  in  exchange  for  a  barony  in  Forfarshire;  and  the  lands 
of  Giffordgate  are  expressly  mentioned  in  the  charter  of  that  date  as  one 
of  the  parcels  of  lands  of  which  the  estate  consists. 

Following  out  his  assumption  that  Nungate  comprehended  Gifford- 
gate, Dr  M^Crie  directed  some  inquiries  about  the  Beformer's  anceston, 
and  the  property  which  it  was  known  they  had  in  Giffordgate,  or  Nun- 
gate,  according  to  his  apprehension,  to  an  examination  of  the  charter- 
chest  of  the  Earl  of  Wemyss  and  March,  instead  of  that  of  the  Maiquis 
of  Tweeddale,  where  some  evidence  on  the  subject  may  yet  be  dis- 
covered. Among  Lord  Wemyss'  titles  Dr  M'Grie  found  a  charter  to 
*^  William  Knox  in  Morham,  and  his  wife,"  in  1598,  of  certain  lands  in 
" the  territory  of  Nungate"  This  and  the  boundaries  given  in  the 
charter,  of  which  we  have  seen  a  copy,  clearly  distinguish  them  from 
Giffordgate  lands.  The  Doctor  there  takes  for  granted  that  this  Knox 
and  spouse  must  be  the  descendants  or  relations  of  the  Reformer's 
father,  if  there  were  any ;  and  having  found,  by  inquiring  at  the  de- 
scendants of  this  William  Knox  and  his  wife,  that  the  Reformer  was  no 
relation  of  theirs,  he  rejects  the  authority  of  tradition  in  favour  of  Gif- 
fordgate as  the  place  of  his  birth,  and  sums  up  in  favour  of  the  village 
of  Gifford.  It  is  thus  evident  Dr  M'Crie,  not  knowing  that  Giffordgate 
was  a  separate  village,  and  part  of  the  estate  of  Gifford,  did  not  direct 
his  searches  in  the  proper  quarter.  The  charter  among  Lord  Wemyss' 
titles  proves  that  a  certain  William  Knox  and  spouse  had  lands  in  "  the 
territory  of  the  village  of  Nungate,"  but  it  does  not  establish  that 
there  was  no  proprietor  of  lands  of  the  name  of  Knox  in  the  adjoin- 
ing village  of  Giffordgate,  part  of  the  estate  or  territory  of  Gifford.  It 
is  certain,  however,  as  we  now  proceed  to  show,  that  a  person  of  the 
name  of  Knox  did  hold  lands  or  houses,  or  was  in  some  way  connected 
with  lands  or  houses  in  Giffordgate,  as  early  or  earlier  than  the  time  of 
the  Reformer,  and  on  the  very  spot  indicated  by  immemorial  tradition 
as  the  place  of  \m  birth. 

Tradition,  when  not  illconsi^!tcnt  witli  facets  and  circumstances,  and 
corroborated  by  documentary  evidence,  is  of  great  value.     Now,  it  is 
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well  known  that  for  time  immemorial  a  truditiou  bas  existed  in  Htid- 
diiigton  that  Knox  waa  bom  in  the  suburb  of  Giffordgatc,  and  tbe 
jiurticular  spot  is  pointed  out.  It  ia  directly  opposite  tbe  east  end  of 
tiie  fMirish  church,  ou  tbe  other  side  of  the  lliver  Tyne.  This  tradition 
hm  of  late  received  remajkablo  confirmation  by  the  discovery  of  two 
instruments  of  a&aine  among  tbe  titles  of  Mr  James  WatiK>n,  writer, 
Linlithgow,  tbe  proprietor  of  a  large  part  of  the  village,  and  i:orapre- 
hending  tbe  spot  indicated  hy  tradition  as  the  birthplace  of  Knox. 
These  instruments  are  dated  in  IW?  and  llill  resjiectively.  In  these, 
uertain  "  butts  "  of  land  are  described  as  bounded  on  the  tiorlh  by  tbe 

mda  called  "Knox  WulU,"  and  other  butts  are  described  as  bounded 
'*Kn<xc  WatU"  on  tbe  south.  Tbe  description  is  applicable  to  the 
t  spot  pointed  out  by  tradition  as  Knox's  birthplace;  and  as  Mr 
Vatson  holds  the  lands  on  each  side  of  "Knox  Walls,"  and  all  bftween, 
it  is  clear  that  the  latter  are  comprehended  in  his  property,  although  no 
distinct  title  to  "  Knox  Walls,"  by  itself,  has  been  discovered.  These 
easines  are  the  oldest  of  the  series  of  Mr  Watson's  titles,  as  far  as  Gif- 
fordgato  lands  are  concerned  ;  and  they  prove  that  near  the  time  of  the 
Reformer,  a  property,  ever  since  said  to  be  the  place  of  his  birtb,  was 
known  by  the  family  name.  This  fact  gives  rise  to  the  unavoidable 
inference,  tbat  tbe  name  was  of  sovte  Btandinff  et-m  then,  and  that  it 
either  belonged  to  one  of  the  name  of  Knox,  or  tliat  a  person  of  the 
name  was,  in  some  way  or  other,  remarkably  connected  with  it.  Long 
before  1607,  therefore,  the  name  of  Enox  is  associated  with  a  properiry 
in  Giffordgate;  and  as  he  was  born  in  IS05,  and  died  in  1572,  there  is 
uo  reasonable  doubt  tbat  the  name  was  familiar  to  tbe  place  aa  early  as 
bia  birtb.  Tlie  sasines  proceed  oa  charters  from  Lord  Hay  of  Tester,  as 
BDperior  and  proprietor  of  the  Gifford  estate. 

Other  two  circumstances  may  be  added  as  corroborative  of  the  view  uf 
tbe  qoestJon  now  taken,  lit,  It  is  universally  admitted  that  Knox  was 
educated  at  the  Grammar  School  of  Haddington.  Now,  if  it  be  true,  aa 
hie  acquaintance  Hamilton  states,  that  his  parents  were  of  lowly  birth, 
it  is  natural  to  infer  that  he  would  he  educated  in  the  parish  where  be 
resided,  and  would  not  likely  be  sent  to  another  parish  school  four  miles 
distant.     2d,  There  is  no  evidence  tbat  a  village  called  GifToid  existed 

Hi  tbe  date  of  Knox's  birth;  it  maybe  said,  indeed,  tbat  there  is  evi- 
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dence  to  the  contrary.    At  that  time,  and  for  long  after  kU  deoA  0tmHf 
the  parish  of  Gifford  was  called  Bothans,  and  the  village  of  the  pariah 
was  likewise  so  called.    The  Basine  in  1607,  before  alluded  to,  prorea 
this.    It  is  in  favour  of  "  James  Hay  in  fiothans  and  Marion  OranBtonn 
his  spouse."   In  the  index  of  places  in  the  coanty  of  Haddingtony  irfaieh 
occur  in  the  abstract  of  old  retours  to  Chancery,  published  by  the  Beeord 
Commission  in  1836  (vol.  iii.),  we  find  the  pariah  of  fiothana  and  the 
village  of  Giffordgate,  but  we  in  vain  search  for  a  pariah  or  a  village 
called  Gifford.     Chalmers,  in  his  "Caledonia,"  vol.  ii.  p.  585,  atateBi 
that  "  the  village  of  Gifford  did  not  exist  when  Pont  made  hia  Hap 
of  the  Lothians  during  the  reign  of  Charles  I.    It  has  ainoe  ariaen  on 
the  east  bank  of  Gifford  Water."    The  village,  had  it  existed,  would 
certainly  have  been  laid  down  in  that  map.  Messrs  W.  and  B.  Ghambera, 
in  their  "Gazetteer  of  Scotland,"  concur  in  this  respect,  and  aay, 
"  the  village  of  Gifford  has  arisen  since  the  reign  of  Charlea  First." 
The  present  village  appears,  in  short,  to  have  had  its  origin  at  the  time 
or  soon  after  the  removal  of  the  old  church  of  Bothans  from  near  Tester 
House  (where  the  remains  still  exist)  to  its  present  site.    This  was  c^fter 
the  death  of  Knox.    According  to  the  presbytery  records,  the  name  of 
Bothans  Parish  was  not  generally  dropped  till  about  the  year  1668. 
See  last  edition  of  the  ^^  Statistical  Account  of  Scotland,"  voce  ^*  Tester 
Parish,"  which  is  the  legal  name.    According  to  the  same  authorities, 
the  village  near  the  old  church  was  sometimes  called  Testred  or  Tester, 
sometimes  Bothans  ;  and  it  is  a  remarkable  fact,  that  although  the  old 
titles  of  the  Tester  estate  contain  various  names  of  lands  which  still 
bear  these  names,  Gifford  is  the  name  of  no  part  of  the  estate  except  the 
lands  of  OiffordgcUe,  and  this  is  so  in  the  most  ancient  of  the  charters. 
On  the  site  of  the  present  village  of  Gifford  there  was  a  mansion  called 
"  Gifford-hall, "  similar,  probably,  to  the  mansions  of  Newton-hall  and 
Newhall,  which  still  exist  in  the  parish  as  seats  or  distinct  estates ;  but 
that  of  "  Gifford-hall, "  being  part  of  the  Yester  estate,  on  which  there 
was  a  principal  mansion  near,  had  been  allowed  to  merge  in  the  village. 
Gifford  village  was  originally,  and  btill  is,  frequently  called  "Gifford-hall," 
from  the  name  of  the  nianBion  around  which  it  began  to  rise ;  and  this 
fact  shows  that  the  "  IlaH"  was  the  origin,  and  not  the  village.     The 
date  of  the  erection  of  (J ifl'urd-hall  House  is  not  known. 
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But  it  has  been  argued  that  the  very  name  of  GiffordgcUe  proves  the 
existence  of  a  Gifford  village  or  town,  because  the  former  denotes  the 
way  or  road  to  the  latter.  This  is  an  argument  of  no  value.  The  old 
word  ''gait"  no  doubt  means  a  road,  or  way,  or  street,  but  the  prefix  to 
that  word  does  not  necessarily  mean  the  name  of  a  town  or  village  to 
which  the  road  leads.  Such  prefixes  more  frequently  denote  names  of 
persons^  or  qualities,  or  objects.  Thus,  even  in  Haddington,  we  have  Nun- 
gate,  to  denote  the  road  the  nuns  took  to  the  Abbey  of  Haddington,  where 
their  residence  was ;  "  Hardgate, "  to  denote  a  quality,  the  origin  of 
which  is  lost  in  obscurity.  We  have  also  the  name  of  "  Sidegate  Street," 
the  origin  of  which  name  is  also  unknown,  but  may  be  conjectured  from 
its  situation  with  regard  to  the  rest  of  the  town.  The  Crossgate  and 
Tolboothgate  are  examples  of  the  names  of  places  in  the  street  or 
ways  themselves,  not  distant  from  them.  Numerous  examples  of  the 
same  kind  occur  in  most  Scottish  towns.  The  name  of  Gifibrdgate  ori- 
ginated in  that  of  the  old  proprietors  of  Tester  estate,  which,  as  we  have 
already  mentioned,  included  Gifibrdgate  lands.  The  Gifibrds  were  a 
very  ancient  family,  whose  name  became  extinct  by  the  failure  of  heirs- 
male  in  the  time  of  Eobert  II.,  and  the  estates  have  ever  since  continued 
in  the  family  of  Hay  (the  ancestors  of  the  Marquis  of  Tweeddale),  who 
married  the  eldest  daughter  of  Hugh  Giffbrd  of  Tester,  the  last  heir- 
male.  See  "  Chalmers's  Caledonia,"  vol.  ii.  p.  535.  The  Gifibrds  thus 
gave  the  name  of  Gifibrdgate  to  the  village,  as  being  the  road  or  way  of 
the  Gifi'ords  to  their  estate.  The  village  of  Giffbrd  or  Gifibrd-hall  derived 
its  name  in  the  same  way  from  a  mansion  of  the  Gifibrds,  but  Gifibrdgate 
village  or  street  existed  two  centuries  before  the  other,  for  it  is  so  named 
in  the  old  retour  of  1434  ;  while  it  is  evident  from  Pontes  Map  of  Lo- 
thian, dedicated  to  King  James,  and  prepared  about  the  year  1620,  that 
no  such  village  as  Gifibrd  or  Gifibrd-hall  then  existed. 


I.  A  SUPPLEMENTARY  NOTICE  BY  MR  LAING. 

Since  Mr  Richardson's  paper  was  read  to  the  Society,  I  find  in  some 
extracts  from  the  Registers  of  Geneva,  obligingly  communicated  by  W. 
H.  Laurence,  Esq.,  a  circumstance  stated  that  in  a  great  measure  sets 
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tlie  above  queatiou  at  rest.  In  June  1558,  after  the  birth  of  his  eon 
Nathaniel,  Knox  was  admitted  a  burgeaa  of  the  city  of  Geneva,  and  in 
the  register  he  ie  called,  of  course  upon  his  own  authority,  a  native  of 
Haddington:  "  Jbhan  Cmoxb  .  .  .  natip  de  Uaduigton  en  Escosbi." 
This,  I  preaume,  means  the  town  or  immediate  suburh  of  Haddington, 
and  extinguishes  any  claim  for  the  village  of  Gifford,  ei'en  if  it  could 
be  ihovm.  tliat  mch  a  village  wtu  then  in  exitience.  Mr  Richardson 
has  clearly  establiehed  the  fact,  that  the  suburb  of  Haddington  called 
Glffordgate  woe  so  known  during  the  sixteenth  century  ;  and  that  some 
houses  there,  till  a  recent  period,  retained  the  name  of  Knox's  Walls. 
This  removes  the  apparent  discrepancy  of  Beza's  styling  hini  Giffordiensis, 
and  yet  connecting  him  with  Haddington,  Knox  himself  in  a  foreign 
land — if  Edinburgh,  for  instance,  instead  of  Haddington,  had  heen  the 
place  in  question — would  never  have  named  a  locality  such  as  the  Cow- 
gate  or  Canongate,  hut  the  town  itself,  as  the  place  of  his  nativity. 

When  this  subject  was  brought  liefore  the  Society,  I  took  occasion  to 
mention  that  Knox's  name  occurred  in  some  of  the  old  Haddington 
protocol  hooks.  This,  therefore,  may  be  a  suitable  opportunity  for  in- 
serting copies  of  such  early  deeds  as  are  connected  with  the  name  of  the 
Scottish  Reformer. 

At  page  xiv.  of  the  first  volume  of  Kuox'a  Works,  following  the  note 
in  Cr  M'Ciie's  last  revised  edition  of  bis  Life  of  Knox,  I  mentioned  that 
the  name  of  Schir  John  Knox  occurs  OS  a  witness  to  a  deed  concerning 
Bannelton  or  Rumbleton  Law,  in  the  parish  of  Gordon,  Berwickshire, 
dated  8th  March  1541,  in  an  old  volume  of  Protocols  belonging  to  the 
burgh  of  Haddington.  (Vol.  ii.,  p.  458.)  Being  desirous,  after  an  in- 
terval of  many  years,  to  re-examine  these  old  Protocol  books,  through 
the  kind  exertions  of  Thomas  Thomson,  Esq.,  W.S.,  this  permission  was 
obtained  from  the  Magistrates  of  Haddington.  After  a  careful  search, 
I  found  the  above  date,  by  somo  unaccountable  mistake,  was  erroneously 
quoted,  as  it  ought  to  have  been  tho  28th  of  March  1543.  But  this 
examination  fortunately  brought  to  light  two  other  entries  of  a  similar 
nature.  It  seemed,  therefore,  desirable  that  further  inquiry  should  be 
made ;  and  Mr  Thomson  having  applied  to  the  late  Earl  of  Hadding- 
ton, through  his  agent,  James  Hope,  Esq.,  W.S.,  his  Lordship  allowed 
the  title-deeds  of  the  Samuelston  property  to  be  sent  to  Edinburgh  for 
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examination.  Among  these  there  was  discovered  the  notarial  instrument 
written  by  Knox  on  the  day  previous  to  the  deed  just  mentioned. 

From  these  deeds  a  new  fact  is  ascertained  in  the  life  of  the  Reformer — 
his  having,  as  was  not  unusual  with  priests,  occasionally  acted  in  the 
capacity  of  Notary.  Various  searches  and  inquiries  have  been  made  in 
other  quarters  to  find  any  documents  of  a  similar  nature,  but  hitherto 
without  success.  Mr  Thomson,  however,  has  appended  to  this  article 
the  substance  of  his  unwearied  endeavours  to  throw  some  light  on  Knox's 
connexion  with  the  Kers  of  Samuelston,  and  with  William  Brownfield, 
who  apparently  was  one  of  his  pupils  during  Knox's  residence  at  Samuels- 
ton,  on  the  banks  of  the  Tyne,  about  four  miles  to  the  west  of  his  native 

place  at  Haddington. 

David  Laino. 

No.  1. 
Extract  from  Protocol  Book  o/Alexr,  Symson  Elder jfoL  134. 

The  xiij  day  of  December  anno  Im  V^^xl  zeris. 
The  q*  day  Heriot  messinger  proclamit  the  Kyngis  lettres  at 

the  mercat  croce  of  Haidinton  discharging  all  man  to  by  ony  come  catell 
or  other  gudis  fra  James  Kar  in  Samelston  eftir  ane  Decreit  optenit  be 
Laidy  Dudhoip  on  the  quhilk  Sir  Jhonb  Knoix  in  name  and  behalf  of 
James  Kar  askyt  the  copy  of  the  lettres  quhilk  ves  deniit  be  the  said  officer 
witness  Georg  Foross  Patrik  Forross  Jhon  Zong  Robert  Dunken. 

No.  2. 
Extract  from  Book  of  Court  ofCownsaU  of  Haddington. 

The  Burro  Court  haldyn  be  the  Bailzes  the  xxi.  day  of  November  anno 
Im  V^xlij  zeris  dempster  Jo.  Lowrie. 

The  quhilk  day  Andro  G-ibson  &  Richart  Dikson  ar  bundyn  sworn  and 
oblist  to  stand  at  Decreit  of  James  Ker  and  Sm  Jo.  Knox  chosin  for 
Richart  Dikson  and  John  Hanschaw  and  James  Thyne  for  Andro  Gibson 
sworn  to  convene  and  doliuer  this  day  anent  the  claime  of  ane  chalder  of 
beir  and  the  four  men  to  cheis  ane  our-man  with  consent  of  party  and 
quhat  beis  decretit  Jo  Ayton  souertie  for  payment  of  the  samyn. 
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No.  8. 

A  Notarial  Instrument  (jf  John  Knox,  eoniaindng  an  AaiignaUon  iy 
Elizabeth  Home  Lady  HamiUan,  qf  Samuebtcn^  ofNonenJtiry  dntim  tf 
the  Ley-Acres  to  Jamea  Ker  in  SamtuMon^  dated  27A  ofMo/rA  164S. 
From  the  Original  in  potaession  of  the  Earl  (^Haddington. 

In  Dei  nomiDe  Amen.  Per  hoc  piesens  publicom  Insbrimientiim 
cunctls  pateat  eyidenter  qnod  anno  incamaiionis  Dominicn  milledmo 
quingentesimo  quadragesimo  tertio  die  vero  mensiB  Martii  yicesimo  eep- 
timo  indictione  prima  pontificatns  sanctissimi  in  ChriBto  patriB  ac  domini 
nostri  Domini  Pauli  diuina  pronidentia  papsB  tertii  anno  nono  in  mei 
notarii  public!  et  tesiium  BnbBcriptorum  presentia  egregia  et  nobilis  do- 
mina  Elezabeth  Home  Domlna  Hammylton  ao  domina  yitalia  tenarnm 
de  Sammelstoun  cum  pertinentiis  non  metu  ducta  neo  errore  lapea  Bed 
sua  mera  et  spontanea  Yoluntate  ao  pro  gratnito  et  benemeiito  Bendtio 
constituit  fecit  necnon  irrevocabiliter  ordinauit  Jacobum  Ker  in  Sammels- 
toun commorantem  assignatum  in  et  ad  terras  de  Le- Acris  cum  pertinen- 
tiis  jacentes  infra  vicecomitatum  de  Edinburch  et  constabulariam  de 
Had jntoun  infra  terras  de  Clerkintoun  et  Lethame  ab  oriente  infra  dictas 
terras  de  Clerkintoun  et  Sammuelstoun  ab  australi  pr»dictas  terras  de 
Sammelstoun  ab  occidente  et  communem  moram  wlgariter  vocatam 
Glaidmur  ab  aquilone  prout  jacent  in  longitudine  et  latitudine  cum 
omnibus  commoditatibus  et  libertatibus  quas  predicta  Elezabet  de  dictis 
terris  consequi  i)otuerat  videlicet  ad  leuandum  ct  recipiendum  dictarum 
terrarum  de  Le-Acris  cum  pertinentiis  omnes  et  singulas  firmas  et  com- 
moda  quecunque  annorum  lapsorum  ab  obitu  quondam  NycbolaisB  £er 
Dominoe  Sammelston  seu  cuiusuis  hssredis  aut  possessoris  legittimi  de 
dictis  terris  infeodati  vltimo  et  vestiti  atque  eiusdem  assignationis  vigore 
ad  lenandum  et  recipiendum  omnes  ct  singulas  firmas  annorum  sequen- 
tium  donee  et  quousque  legitimus  et  propinquior  beres  statum  posses- 
sionem et  sasinam  hereditariam  realcm  et  cor|)oralem  recipiet  insuper  ad 
dictas  terras  per  dictum  Jacobum  vel  seruos  illius  ocupandum  et  colon- 
dum  quomodolibet  durante  toto  tempore  wardias  releuationis  et  nomin- 
troitus  dictarum  terrarum  cum  receptione  et  leuatione  firmainm  (^ 
modorum  quorumcunque  de  dictis  terris  vbi  et  qnando  ooni 
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legitimum  statum  possessionem  ot  sasinam  vt  moris  e*t  accipere  quarum- 
t|iiidem  terramin  nonintroitum  vt  vocsnt  wigariter  the  loard  releif  anil 
iioTienlres  egregius  vir  Willelmua  Gourlaw  de  Kincrag  ac  dominus  superior 
terrarum  do  I.e-Acris  cum  pertinentiis  prefatte  Elezabeth  Home  vendJdit 
pureque  et  eimpliciter  alioDauit  ut  pleniuB  testatnr  carta  prefati  domini 
Kuperioris  dictarum  terrarum  de  dicta  yeuditione  et  alienatione  pnefatte 
Klezabeth  faeredibos  et  assignatis  suis  per  dictum  dominam  Buperiorem 
confecta  quamquidem  cortam  subBcriptiono  maDUali  pariter  et  sigiUo  pre- 
fati  domini  sigillatam  et  signatam  preHcripta  Elezabeth  manu  geBtana  in 
6il^m  et  testimonium  supradictce  resignationia  et  assignationis  presoripto 
Jttcobo  tradidit  pariter  et  deliberauit  cuius  tenor  sequitur.  Bb  it  kend  to 
all  men  be  tliir  present  lettres  me  William  Grourlaw  of  Kincrag  baroun 
of  the  barony  of  Aldenttoun  and  superiour  of  the  Acris  vnderwrilten  to 
haue  said  and  disponit  and  be  thir  presentis  sellis  and  disponis  to  ane 
honorabill  lady  Elezabeth  Home  Lady  Hammyltoun  and  hir  assignais 
ane  or  ma  all  and  sindry  males  fermea  profittis  and  dewiteis  of  the  landis 
callit  the  Ley-Acris  lyand  within  the  schirefJora  of  Edinhnrch  and  con- 
stabulary of  Hailingtoun  betuix  the  lands  of  Clerkintoua  and  Letham 
00  the  est  part  tlie  sadis  landis  of  Clerkintou  and  lands  of  Sammebton 
on  the  souhth  part  the  saidis  landis  of  Sammelstoun  on  the  west  part  and 
the  common  mur  callit  tilaidmur  on  the  norhth  part  of  all  zeris  and  term es 
liipaat  that  the  samyn  hes  bein  in  my  handis  or  my  predecessonris  supe- 
riouris  tbarof  sen  the  deceis  of  \Tnquhill  Nicholace  Ker  Lady  Sammel- 
stoun  or  cny  vther  last  laubchfuU  posnesBOur  and  iraraediatt  tenont  to  me 
or  my  predecessouris  of  the  samyn  be  resBon  of  ward  nonentres  forfaltour 
or  ony  vther  maner  of  way  and  siklik  of  all  zeris  and  terraes  to  cum  ay 
and  quhill  the  lauehfull  ontre  of  the  rj'chtiiis  air  or  airis  tharto  bein  of 
lanchfull  aigo  with  tbs  releif  tharof  quhen  it  sail  happin  and  that  for 
certan  sowmes  of  mony  payit  and  deliuerit  to  me  thorfor  be  the  said 
Elezabeth  of  the  quhilkis  I  hald  mo  weill  content  and  be  thir  presentis 
quitelamis  and  disehargeis  bir  airis  executouris  and  assignais  tharof 
for  euer  with  power  to  the  said  Lady  Hamrayltoun  and  hyr  aaslgnftis  for 
sadis  to  intromet  and  tak  vp  the  males  formes  profittis  and  dewiteis  of 
the  saidia  landis  callit  the  Le-Acris  with  thar  pertinentis  bayth  of  termes 
bigun  and  to  cum  during  the  lyme  of  the  ward  releif  and  nonentres  tharof 
at  thar  awin  hands  and  to  dispon  tharon  at  thar  plesour  and  to  ocupy  the 
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saidis  landis  with  thar  awin  gndis  or  to  sett  thame  to  tenentia  as  tiui  «11 
think  maist  expedient  with  court  plaint  hereield  a&d  aerahci  viilami 
amerchiamentis  and  eachetia  of  the  aaidia  oomtM  a&d  with  aD  and  aiadiy 
Tther  commoditeis  fredomes  aaiamentia  and  lychtnia  peitiMiitia  qnkal- 
ffumener  perten  jng  or  that  lychtnuly  may  peiteiB  thazto  dning  the  mid 
spare  frely  quietly  wdD  and  in  peax  hot  ony  reoocationn  or  gMn#i«llm 
qnhatsnmener  and  I  forenhth  and  my  aiiia  aaD  waitmnd  aoqniet  and  da- 
fend  this  my  present  diipoaitioim  to  flie  aaid  Elenbedi  and  hyr  aawignaii 
foisaidis  during  the  aaid  ifiaoe  in  aD  and  be  aD  thingia  aa  ia  abon  ez- 
premyt  aganis  all  deidhr  aa  law  will  bat  fraud  or  gylL  In  witnea  off  the 
qnhilk  thing  to  thir  my  present  dispoQtioon  and  aeHin  anhacrinit  with 
mT  hand  mr  stnll  is  affixit  at  Bdinboich  the  xx  day  of  Ancile  anno 
i*  T^  xxxT  Keri$  Wfor  thir  witnes  Alexander  Bamaay  Adam  Ker  and 
Thomas  Makane  notar  pnMic  with  wtheris  dinen.  Siqier  qaa,  qfoidoB 
assignatione  suj^rqne  ansdem  omnibos  e^  wngnKs  ponotis  necnon  arti- 
culis  pTf'fatns  J  aoohns  Eer  a  me  notario  pnUico  snbscripto  aibi  fieri  petiit 
hoc  pi>^K'ns  piiMionm  instmmontnm.  Act*  orant  haM"  in  horto  Domini 
Joannis  Kor  in  SummeUtonn  snh  anno  die  mense  indictione  et  pontifi- 
catn  Tt  snpra  bom  forme  qiiartJi  pi>st  meridiem  pivsentibns^  honoFabilibna 
viris  videlict^t  cgregio  nobili  ot  ^xMentc  domino  Wille-lmo  Pomino  Heris 
ires>wrio  Ker  in  Ohvm^vd  Thomt  Ker  Joanne  Tane  el  me  Dcnnino 
«Yi^anne  Knox  notario  onni  dinorsis  aliis  te«aibns  ad  premissa  vocatia 
}\Arit^r  et  n^ti;^. 

Kt  Kc^^  vcTO  JoAX!CKi  Kxox  sarri  altaris  minister 
Sanctian^iwji^  diivosoos  ancioritate  appostolica  notarins 
qnia  pra^mijss^i:?  omnibns  <^t  sir.gulis  dnm  sac  nt  pnemit- 
tinjr  ag^^TiMinu  dicoTtimir  « ;  nt-rett  vna  cum  pnenomi- 
n*ti*  pTW>cn*  ]x'^r!!k>:iJilitoT  ir.K^rfri  eaq-ar  omnia  et  singula 
sic  i^eri  et  i^oi  vi.li  s^ir*:  o;  a^.i.^*::::  a:  "in  DMam  c?pi  ideo- 
qne  h*v  prt\i»cns  iv.:M\ViTii  r.if.m:T::i-r.r»:ia  maun  mea 
|w*pri*  A'hj^Tur.:  «Ai:i.;t  c.^v.";'^.  fT  'r,&Ti:  II  iVn^&m  pnb- 
licAm  r»\^cj:i  :^ . c:* ^v  r. ;^  i*t  \::  v.  •. : ;  :v .  >  <; . ' . : :>  c i  crssnet is 
(^iiT.^AV,;^  IV,  :"i'i,  V.'.  <:   !;>.        .   ....■   >;:".%:.>  ,  :i:i.:iim  et 

^»«k  .<*>•  l\«.»»s»       \i'-*'"       •XV'*''''  ■'■  <      •     'i       *^"« 
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No.  4. 

Extract  from  Protocol  Booh  of  Alexr,  Symson,  younger,  vol.  ii., 

foil.  32  and  33. 

Pro  Domino  Home 

Vigesimo  octavo  die  mensis  Martij  anno  domini  millesimo  quingen- 
tesimo  quadragesimo  tertio  Indictione  prima  pontificatus  Panli 
pape  tertii  anno  nono. 

Personaliter  accessit  honorabilis  vir  Karolus  Home  procurator  nobilis 
et  potentis  Domini  G-eorgii  Domini  Home  &c  per  snas  literas  patentes 
8U0  sigillo  nee  non  manuali  subscriptione  munitas  literarie  constitutus 
prout  mihi  notario  publico  subscripto  luculenter  constabat  ad  personalem 
presentiam  elegantis  juvenis  Willielmi  Brounefield  filii  Stephani  Bronne- 
field  de  G-renelaudene  Domini  feodi  quatuor.mercatanim  terrarum  cum 
pertinentiiB  jacentibus  in  lye  Eamylton  law  infraVicecomitem  de  Ber- 
wik   per  dictum   Karolum   nunc  occupatarum    Et  ibidem  procuratori 
nomine  quo  supra  suprascriptum  Willielmum  Brounefield  dominum  feodi 
earundem  premuniuit  comparere  infra  ecclesiam  beati  Egidii  de  Edin- 
burgh duodecimo  die  mensis  maii  proximo  sequente  datam  presentium 
Et  ibidem  ad  numerandum  et  recipiendum  super  altare  beate  Jacobi 
apostoli  inibi  situm  summam  octuaginta  mercatarum  vsualis  monete 
regni  Scotie  pro  redemptione  totarum  et  integrarum  dictarum  quatuor 
mercatarum  terrarum  cum  pertinentiis  nee  non  ad  recipiendum  litteras 
assedationb  earundem  terrarum  cum  pertinentiis  pro  spatio  et  terminis  in 
reversione  desuper  confecta  contentis  prefatamque  reversionem  in  omni- 
bus suis  punctis  et  articulis  perimpleri  videndum  et  audiendum  dictasque 
quatuor  mercatas  terrarum  cum  pertinentiis  renunciandum  et  extradon- 
andum  secundum  tenorem  antedicte  reversionis  desuper  confecte  et  pro- 
curatoris  desuper  directi  Desuper  Instrumentum  Acta  in  Samuelston  hora 
sexta  antemerediem  testibus  Sir  Jo  Knox  his  maister  (?)  William  Ker 
Patrik  Home  et  Patrik  Wod  cum  diversis  aliis. 
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II.  NOTICES  OF  THE  KERS  OF  SAMUELSTON,  ETC.,  IN  ILLUSTRATION  OF 
THE  PREVIOUS  DEEDS.  COMMUNICATED  BY  THOMAS  THOMSON, 
ESQ.,  W.S,,  F.S.A.  SCOT. 

It  will  be  observed,  that  as  the  names  of  the  witnesses  in  the  last  of 
the  preceding  extracts  are  given  in  English,  there  is  some  uncertainty 
respecting  the  actual  meaning  of  the  words  ''Sir  John  Enox,  his  maister." 
It  may,  however,  be  inferred,  that  the  words  apply  to  William  Broune- 
field  as  being  his  scholar,  and  that  Knox,  with  his  other  pnpils,  was  then 
residing  at  Samnelston.  If  otherwise,  it  would  have  been  unnecessary 
for  the  town -clerk  of  Haddington  to  have  proceeded  thither,  as  procu- 
rator of  Lord  Home,  for  the  purpose  of  making  the  required  notarial  inti- 
mation to  William  Brounefield  of  the  intended  redemption  of  the  lands 
of  Ilamylton  Law  in  Berwickshire.  It  is  not  improbable  that  the  original 
document,  which  might  remove  this  uncertainty,  may  still  be  preserved 
in  the  charter-room  of  the  Earl  of  Home  at  the  Hirsel. 

From  cursory  examination  of  other  papers  in  the  charter-room  at 
Tyningham,  and  other  sources,  the  following  information  has  been  ex- 
tracted, tt8  throwing  some  light  on  the  history  of  James  Ker,  whose  name 
occurs  in  the  above  deeds,  and  also  on  the  Chapel  of  St  Nicolas  of 
Samuelston.  In  an  old  inventory  of  the  writs  of  Samuelston  there  is 
noted  a  contract,  entered  into  on  31st  August  1497,  between  Alexander 
Lord  Home,  Chamberlain  of  Scotland,  George  Ker  of  Samuelston,  and 
Marion  Sinclair  his  spouse,  formerly  spouse  of  George  Home  of  Wedder- 
burn,  making  mention  that  the  said  Lord  Home  had  then  contracted 
marriage  with  Nicolas  Ker,  daughter  and  apparent  heir  of  George  Ker, 
and  that  he  and  his  spouse  bound  themselves  to  tailzie  the  lands  of 
Samu(»lHton  to  the  said  Lord  and  his  spouse,  in  sic  sort  that  the  said  Lord, 
in  case  the  said  (ioorgo  Ivor  nnd  his  spouse  had  heirs  male^  sould  have 
the  superiority,  and  the  said  hoirs  male  tlio  heritages,  in  sic  form  as  the 
UKMi  of  law  Hould  devise.  This  eontract  was  granted  under  a  penalty  of 
£1000,  to  be  pai<l  hy  the  party  failing  to  the  party  performing,  at  the 
sight  of  the  Archbishop  of  St  Andrews. 

There  is  a  charier  (intli  NovcMiiher  WM)  in  the  Great  Seal  Record, 
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Lib.  xiii..  No.  ^88,  to  AJexnuder  Lonl  Hum 
lands  of  SamnelstoD,  as  follows  : — 
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d  Nicolas  Ker,  of  tlie 


Carta  conSnnationi?  Alexandro  Domino  Homo  Miigno  Camerario 
Begifi  et  Nicholaia;  Kcr  filiw  Georgii  Ker  de  Samelstoun  eiua  sponete  in 
conjuDcln  infeodatiooe  et  hwredibua  inter  ipsos  legitime  procreatis  eeu 
piocreandia  super  cartam  illLus  factam  per  dictum  Georgiiim  Ker  ds 
Samwelfitouii  cum  coneeDBU  Mariotie  Sinclare  ejus  sponete,  de  data  29  dia 
Octobris  1497,  Testibus  Willielmo  Sinclare  de  Nortbrig  «ft  Laurentio 
AndersoD  De  omnibus  et  singulis  terns  de  Samwelstoun  cum  perttnen- 
tiia  ana  cam  maneriee  fortalicio  turro  ortis  pomariis  et  molendino  eanm- 
dem  et  de  donatione  Capellaniee  Capelli  Sancti  Niebolai  do  Samwelstoun 
jacen.  infra  Constabulariam  de  Haddingtou  ice.  Teoend,  de  Bege,  Ac. 
apud  Edinburgh  10  die  Novembris  1497. 

In  the  seventh  Tolurae  of  James  Young's  Protocol  Book,  among  the 
CanoDgai«  Records,  I  find  an  Instniment,  by  which  Patrick  Home  of 
Polwarth,  as  bailie  of  George  Ker  of  Samuebton,  with  consent  of  Marion 
Sinclair,  his  wife,  gave  Boaine  to  John  Ker,  as  ftttoraey  for  Alexander 
Lord  Home  and  Nicolas  Ker  in  the  said  lands,  but  under  reservation  of 
Ihe  liferent  interest  therein  of  George  Ker  and  Marion  Sinclair. 

There  is  another  charter  by  George  Lord  Home,  dated  24  Augnet  1531, 
in  favour  of  "  Janet  Home,  daughter  of  umq'*  Alexander  Lord  Home 
his  brother  german  and  the  heirs  male  gottin  betiiixt  her  A  John  Hamil- 
ton her  promised  spouse  son  natural  to  the  Earl  of  Arran  of  the  lands  of 
SamueletoD  with  the  tower  manor  place  &  tennandries  of  anc  part  thereof 
»rf  lo  Jamts  Ker  in  feu/arm  for  vii  merks  Scots  12  capons  2  carriages  7 
dairges  yearly  lying  in  the  shire  of  Edinr  &  Conetabulary  of  Hadington 
Reserving  to  Elizabeth  Home  siBter  to  George  Lord  Home  her  liferent." 
The  following  receipt  by  the  tenants  or  feuars  of  Elizabeth  Home  Lady 
Samuelston,  is  taken  from  the  Protocol  Book  of  Alex,  Symson,  younger : 
— "  6  April  1542  John  Wilson  burges  of  Hadington  grantit  him  to 
have  reseavit  fra  the  Lady  Samueleton  the  sum  of  thrc  scoir  iviii  li.  xvi! 
gud  and  usuale  monye  of  Seolland,  of  qnhilk  sum  he  resaivit  twenty  lib. 
fra  George  Ker  in  Chimeide  and  viij  lib.  xvi?  fra  Sir  William  Tod  and 
Jamea  Ker  in  part  payment  nf  ane  niair  powme  awin  be  the  said  T-ady  to 
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liim  <&c/'  Then  follow  the  Instrument  ander  the  hands  of  Sir  John  Knox^ 
before  inserted,  a  Copy  Contract  between  James  Eer  and  Janet  Home 
Lady  Samuelston,  disposing  of  James  Eer's  fen-right  to  her,  which  is  dated 
"20  March  1545/'  and  an  Instrument  of  Besignation  ad  rtmammiiAam  by 
James  Ker,  completing  this  conveyance  to  Janet  Home  Lady  Sarnnol- 
»ton,  his  superior.  This  instrument  is  dated  '^  18  Deer  1550,"  and  the 
resignation  is  made  "  apud  Samuelston  in  domo  sen  loco  habitationia  dioti 
Jacobi  Ker  hora  circa  secunda  poetmerediem  presentibus  Boberto  Fotman 
Jacobo  Skynner  Dno.  Boberto  Douglas  et  Dno.  Willielmo  Ogle  CapeUanis 
cum  diversis  aliis/'  This  Instrument  was  followed  by  another  Instniment 
under  the  hands  of  John  Castellan,  N.P.,  dated  the  penult  of  Jan^  1654, 
whereby  the  said  James  Eer  in  Samuelston  ratified  the  said  Besignation, 
and  he  did  so  "  in  Capella  Sancti  Nicholaj  de  Samuelstoun*"  On  Ist 
April  of  the  following  year,  1555,  he  executed  a  further  Instrument 
under  the  hands  of  the  same  notary,  whereby,  proyidus  yir,  "  Jacobus 
Ker  in  Samuelston  exonerayit  et  quitclamavif  nobilem  mulierem  Jonetam 
Home  Dominam  de  Samuelston  ex  omnibus  et  singulis  pecuniarum  sum- 
mis  rebus  et  bonis  sibi  Jacobi  per  earn  promissis  et  deben  pro  resignatione 
siMrum  terrarum  de  Samuelston  in  bossis  silvis  nemoribus  edificiis  et  suis 
pertinentiis  ad  remanend  in  manibus  domine  sue  superioris  earundem  &c. 
Acta  crant  hec  apud  Samuelston  hora  circa  sexta  ante  merediem  presen- 
tibus Joanne  Home  de  Hutoun-hall  Laurencio  Home  ejus  filio  naturali 
Alexandre  Castellan  ct  Domino  Willielmo  Caithank  Capellano  cum 
diversis  aliis  testibus,''  &c. 

From  a  careful  examination  of  the  foregoing  deeds,  it  will  be  seen 
that  Alexander  Lord  Home,  the  Chamberlain  of  Scotland,  acquired  the 
superiority  of  the  lands  of  Samuelston,  and  the  patronage  of  the  Chapel 
of  St.  Nicolas  of  Samuelston,  through  his  marriage,  in  1497,  with  Nicolas 
Ker,  the  daughter  and  apparent  heiress  of  George  Ker  of  Samuelston  and 
Marion  Sinclair  his  wife,  but  under  reservation  of  a  contingent  right  to 
the  heritages  of  Samuelston  in  favour  of  any  heir-male  of  George  Eer 
and  Marion  Sinclair  that  might  be  thereafter  born  of  their  marriage. 
The  contract  containing  this  condition  is  to  be  implemented  by  both 
parties,  under  a  penalty  of  L.IOOO,  to  be  paid  by  the  party  failing  to  the 
party  performing,  and  the  Archbishop  of  St  Andrews  is  empowered  to 
enforce  implement.     The  Chamberlain  and   his  wife   are   accordingly 
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infeft  in  the  charter,  subject  to  the  reserved  liferent  of  George  Ker  and 
his  Bpoutte, 

The  next  Charter  quoted  is  in  favour  of  Janet  Home,  the  daughter 
and  heiress  of  Alexander  Lord  Home  and  Nicolas  Ker,  and  her  promised 
spouse,  John  Hamilton,  son  natural  to  the  Earl  of  Arran.  It  ta  dated 
in  1531,  and  describes  Samuelston,  with  the  tower,  manor  place,  Ac,  as 
set  to  James  Ker  in  fen-farm.  The  inference  is  that  he  came  into  pos- 
session of  tilts  feu-right  as  an  heir-male  of  George  Eer  and  Marion 
Sinclair,  tinder  the  rcBorretl  right  contained  in  the  contract  of  1497, 
being  born  after  that  dat«. 

There  are  in  the  after  progress  no  less  than  five  deeds,  to  which  James 
Eer  is  a  party,  in  connection  with  these  lands.  The  first  is  a  donation 
by  Elizabeth  Home,  Lady  Samuelston,  of  the  non-entry  duties  of  the  Ley- 
acres,  with  the  pertinents  which  had  belonged  to  the  deceased  Nicolas 
Eer,  Lady  Samuelston,  in  favour  of  James  Ker,  dwelling  in  Samuelston, 
and  this  instrument  is  in  the  handwriting  of  his  friend  Sir  John  Knox. 
Two  years  later  a  contract  of  sale  of  the  feu  is  entered  into  between  James 
Ker  and  Janet  Home,  Lady  Samuelston,  which  is  carried  out  by  three  in- 
stniments  under  the  hands  of  two  ecclesiastical  notaries,  a  presbyter  and 
clerk  of  the  diocese  of  St  Andrews,  by  which  this  feu  is  reunited  with  the 
superiority  of  Samuelston,  in  the  person  of  Janet  Home,  Lady  Samuelston. 

From  these  instruments  it  is  evident  that  James  Ker  had  liis  usual 
dwellinghouse  at  Samuelston,  and  Sir  John  Knox  also  resided  there  in 
1543,  otherwise  it  would  not  have  been  necessary  for  the  town-clerk  of 
Haddington  to  have  made  the  notarial  intimation  to  Knox's  pupil, 
Wilham  Brouoefield,  at  that  village.  In  1540  and  1542,  r-o  the  two 
occasions  when  Sir  J.  Enox  acted  for  or  as  a  joint  referee  with  James 
Eer  at  Haddington,  he  may  have  been  a  ro-sident  at  Samuelston  as  well 
as  James  Eer. 

The  name  of  the  Reformer's  mother  was  Sinclair,  and  if  the  above 
inference  is  correct,  Marion  Sinclair  was  the  mother  of  James  Ker,  and 
as  one  of  the  witnesses  to  the  contract  of  29th  October  1497,  in  favour 
of  Alexander  Lord  Home  and  Nieolos  Ker,  was  named  Wm.  Sinclair  of 
Northrig — all  of  these  may  hnre  been  members  of  the  same  family.  The 
name  is  not  unusual  in  the  Becords  of  Hiiildin);ton,  but  the  apparent 
intimacy  between  Sir  John  Knox  and  James  Ker  leads  me  to  think  that 
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(Lrv  %'rT^,  '.oririrct*^*!.  and  that  the  former  siay  hare  taken  lefoge  in  this 
•"r*.!-:-!-^!  villi^^:-.  uirh  his  mother's  relatives,  for  some  years  previooi  to 
h i .-  j o Ininj  Ui^  ra d k.s  o f  t he  Reformers. 

ThfTT"^  ct.'njrotnres  may  be  established  or  disproTed,  by  a  more  careful 
•^xamin;iri'.ri  of  tho  ancient  titles  and  papers  of  the  adjoining  properties ; 
an<-l  oth^-r  'lixnment.s  in  which  Knox's  name  may  occnr,  may  possibly  be 
discov^^red  in  the  charter- rooms  of  Tyninghame.  Tester,  or  The  Hiisel. 


MoxDAT.  loth  February  1858. 
COSMO  INXES.  Esq.,  Vice-President,  in  the  Chair. 

The  following  Gentlemen  were  elected  Fellows  of  the  Society : — 

R.  M.  Smith,  Esq.,  Merchant,  Leith. 

James  Starke.  £iH|..  Advocate,  late  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme 

Court  of  C'.-ylon. 

Mr  Chalmers  of  Aldbar  exhibited  various  portions  of  a  necklace  of  jet 
or  canncl  coal,  found  in  a  stone  cist  at  Pitkennedy.  Mr  Jervise's  com- 
munication (see  p.  78;  gives  an  account  of  its  discovery. 

The  Donations  laid  on  the  table  included  the  following : — 

Portions  of  Human  Bones  found  in  a  Stone  Cist  at  Lundin^  near 
Largo,  Fifeshire.    By  Mrs  Dundas  Durham  of  Largo. 

A  Hammer-shaped  mass  of  hard  Clay,  dug  up  in  the  Orchard  Park 
at  Montblairy.     By  Alexander  Mort- 
SON,  Esq.  of  Bognic.   This  hammer  has 
a  perforation  through  one  extremity 

(see  annexed  drawing);    it  measures  ^p  -W^^^}  ^ 

5J  inches  in  length,  3J  inches  in 
thickness  across  its  perforated  extre- 
mity, and  four  inches  in  depth  across 
its  side.  Another,  also  formed  of  clnv, 
was  found  in  the  same  field :  they  wore  described  in  a  previous  com- 
munication to  the  Society.   (See  pages  M7  and  308,  vol.  ii.  of  "  Proceed- 
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inga.")  Nu  rdlios  exactly  similar  in  character  to  these  hammerB  have,  so 
far  ae  we  are  aware,  been  previoualy  obBerved, 

The  "  Gaud,"  or  Iron  EoJ,  Chain,  and  Fetter- Locks,  to  Thich  convicts 
under  sentence  of  death  were  in  use  to  be  faatenetl  in  the  Old  Tolbootli 
and  Prison  of  Edinburgh.     By  the  Edinbuegii  Countit  PmgoN  Boabu. 

Smithgouian  Contributions  to  Knowledge,  Vol.  IX.  4to.  By  the 
Smithsonuh  IssTiTDnoN,  Waflhington,  U.S.A.,  1857. 

Transactions  of  the  Architectural  Institute  of  Scotland,  Vol.  V.,  Part 
I.,  1855-0.    By  the  Inbtitctk. 

A  Satirical  Medal  in  copper  of  the  time  of  George  II.  By  Andbbiv 
BicoABDSON,  Esq.,  Gatehouse -of- Fleet.  Ohverie,  legend,  "  the  genkboube 
DUKB  01  argils;"  Exergue,  "no  peiitioneb."  Argyle,  arrayed  in  his 
ducal  robes,  is  seen  standing  leaning  with  bia  left  arm  on  a  column, 
on  vrhich  rests  his  coronet ;  behind  him  a  military  trophy.  Beveriie, 
legeJid,  "  MAKE  ROOM  toh  sir  bobbbt  ;"  Exergue,  "  NO  EXCISE,"  Walpole 
is  Been  with  a  rope  round  liis  neck,  dragged  by  the  devil  into  (hell)  the 
mouth  of  a  monster, — This  medal  was  probably  stnick  in  1740  or  1741. 
Argyle  "  surrendered  all  his  places"  in  1740,  and  the  motion  for  llie 
dismissal  of  Walpole  was  made  in  1741. 

An  Iron  Oil  Lamp,  or  Crusie,  with  hook  for  euepension.  By  Mr  W'm. 
Borp,  New  Scone. 


The  following  Communications  were  then  read  : — 


NOTICE    OF    SCULPTUBED    STONES    FODND    AT    "  DIN  N  AC  AIR." 
ROCK  IN  THE  SEA,  NEAIt  STONEHAVEN.    Bv  ALBXANDEJl  THOM- 
SON. Esq.  of  Banchorv,  Abebdeenshibe. 

Inpltttexli.of  the  "Sculptured  Stones  of  Scotland,"  two  "  fragments  at 
Stonehaven  "  are  engraved ;  and  in  the  letterpress  description  it  is  men- 
tiuucd  "  that  they  were  found  on  the  top  of  a  rock  named  Dinnacalr,  about 
«  mile  and  a-half  south  of  Stonehaven,  where  they  had  formed  part  of  a 
Wall,  and  the  two  fragments  arc  stated  to  be  in  the  possession  of  Mr  Boss," 
;'  ttiielli^iiint  manager  of  the  gas  work.  I  felt  desirous  of  ascertaining 
'■■*'■         '■  mote  fragments  could  be  discovered,  and  any  additional  in- 
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formation  regarding  them  be  procured.  I  began  by  purchasing  the  two  in 
Mr  Roes'a  possegeiou,  and  learning  from  him  all  he  could  tell  about  them. 
In  1832,  be  and  two  or  three  companions  set  out  on  a  frolic  along  the 
coast  to  the  south  of  Stonehaven.  They  climbed  up  to  the  top  of  Din- 
nacair,  an  iindertaking  of  conBidcrable  difBc\ilty,  and  even  danger,  except 
to  an  experienced  cragsman,  at  least  in  its  present  state.  Then  they 
found  a  low  wail  along  part  of  the  edge,  and  amused  themselves  throwing 
the  stones  over  into  the  sea  below.  One  of  these.  No.  1  of  the  drawings, 
he  Temoved  to  Stonehaven  next  day,  and  has  had  it  in  his  possession  ever 
Binoe.  Many  years  afterwards,  when  sculptured  stones  begau  to  be 
talked  of,  Mr  IEobb  remembered  that  some  of  the  others  he  had  thus 
asBisted  in  throwing  into  the  sea  had  figures  engraved  on  them.  Ho 
went  to  look  for  them,  and  recovered  the  stone  having  the  figure  of  a 
fish  and  triangle  engraven  upon  it  (No.  2  of  drawings,  see  plate  ili). 
It  was  completely  covered  with  sea-weed ;  but  when  it  was  removed, 
it  was  found  in  tolerable  preservation,  at  least  sufficiently  distinct  to  be 
drawn  and  engraved. 

On  bearing  this  detail,  I  thought  it  possible  that  other  fragments 
might  still  be  recovered,  and  I  requested  Mr  James  Christian,  writer, 
Stonehaven,  to  send  men  to  the  spot,  on  the  occasion  of  a  low  ebb  tide, 
to  search  for  them.  They  did  so  on  two  occasions,  and  found  two  small 
stones,  of  which  drawings  are  herewith  produced  (Nos.  3  and  4).  On 
getting  possession  of  the  four  stones,  and  comparing  them  with  each 
other,  the  first  thing  which  struct  me,  much  to  my  surprise,  was  to  find 
that,  instead  of  being  four  fragments  of  one  stone,  ns  I  had  taken  for 
granted,  the  fonr  were  all  difi'erent  stones. 

No,  1.  is  a  grey  flag  of  the  old  red  sandstone. 

No.  2.  is  of  the  lower  beds  of  the  old  red  sandstone,  very  dark  coloured, 
and  not  very  compact,  closely  resembling  that  which  is  now  quarried  for 
building  purposes,  near  Stonehaven,  at  the  Eed  Craig. 

No.  3.  is  conglomerate  of  the  old  red,  full  of  small  rounded  pebbles. 

No.  4.  is  also  conglomerate,  but  with  very  few  pebbles. 

It  is  self-evident  that  these  four  were  originally  separate  stones,  and 
never  were  portions  of  one  mass. 

No.  1,  from  its  sharp  edges,  looks  as  if  it  were  the  fragment  of  a  larger 
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No.  2  looks  as  if  il  hod  been  somewhat  Bhaped  and  dredged  wlieii  it 
was  sculptured. 

Nob.  3  and  4  look  hb  ti'  they  Lad  been  rounded  boulders  when  cut,  and 
not  altered;  but  this  appearance  may  have  been  produced  by  twenty 
yenTti  tear  aud  wear  in  tbe  eea. 

This  baring  excited  my  curiosity,  I  paid  a  visit  to  Dinnacair,  accom- 
panied by  Mr  Tiudal,  procurator- fiscal  for  the  county  of  Kincardine, 
on  the  I'Jth  July  last,  when  tbe  tide  wna  very  low.  It  is  situated 
at  tbe  bottom  of  a  email  bay,  about  a  mile  and  a-half  south  of  Stone- 
haven, and  about  half  way  between  Stonehaven  and  Dunnottar  Castle. 
It  was  of  course  my  intention  to  get  to  the  top  of  it  and  search  there  as 
well  as  at  the  foot,  but  I  waa  much  disappointed  to  find  tliat,  to  me  at 
least,  it  was  wholly  inaccessible. 

Dinnacair  is  an  isolated  pinnacle  of  old  red  conglomerate,  about  100 
to  120  feet  in  height,  20O  feet  long,  and  SO  to  40  feet  wide,  as  measured 
by  the  eye.  The  sides  are  generally  perpendicular ;  at  some  parts  over- 
Uiging,  at  othent  with  a  little  slope,  so  that  a  very  active  man  with  a 
i  head  and  6rm  bands  may  reach  tbe  top.    Cue  youth  did  so  tost 

^,  but  he  required  the  aid  of  several  others  before  he  could  get  down 
;  in  fact,  I  believe,  very  nearly  lost  his  life. 

This  seemed  a  very  singular  place  for  the  erection  of  the  sculptured  stones. 
I  soon,  however,  satisfied  myself,  that  at  no  very  distant  period  it  formed 
a  part  of  the  mainland.  All  round  the  picturesque  little  bay  are  perpen- 
dicular projecting  dykes  running  out,  some  to  a  greater,  some  to  a  lees 
distance  from  the  land  towards  or  into  the  sea.  Immediately  behind 
Dinnacair  stands  one  of  these,  about  100  feet  distant,  and,  on  tbe  spot 
it  is  impossible  to  doubt  that,  a  few  centuries  ago,  it  and  the  pinnacle 
were  united.  Dinnacair  itself  has  several  masses  of  rather  soft  red  sand- 
stone, rising  perpendicularly  up  through  it.  One  of  these  has  been 
washed  out,  and  left  a  large  block  separate  from  the  principal  pinuQclc  on 
the  land  side.  Another,  similar,  has  been  eo  far  washed  out  as  to  make 
an  irregular  arch,  through  which  one  can  easily  walk.  Aud  I  noticed 
another,  which,  to  all  appearance,  will  in  a  few  years  form  another  pas- 
sage. The  roofs  of  them  will  in  time  fall  in,  aud,  ere  long,  Dinnacair 
itself  will  probably  disaiipear. 

The  bay  opens  full  to  the  north-enst,  looking  along  (he  coast  from 
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Stonehaven  to  AberdeeD,  and  the  sea,  in  a  etonn  from  that  quarter  rolls 
in  with  enormous  force — nothing  to  check  its  progress  across  the  North- 
ern Ocean — and  perhaps  made  more  destructive  by  being  broken  upon 
the  projecting  keadlondB  of  the  Kincardineshire  cooHt.  Tbo  dyket< 
of  hard  conglomerate  run  out  a  long  way  into  the  sea.  Near  the 
shore,  most  of  them  are  now  covered  at  high  water;  but  from  the 
lop  of  the  cliff  they  are  seen  gradually  disappearing  under  the  deep 

On  the  whole,  I  was  satisfied,  that  when  the  sculptured  Btones  were 
erected,  what  is  now  a  detached  pinnacle  formed  part  of  the  mainland, 
and  probably  for  centuries  after.  Doubtless  every  winter  changes  its 
outline,  and  one  season  it  may  be  much  more  accessible  than  another.  I 
was  told  that,  some  years  ogo,  an  enterprising  fisherman  raised  crops  on 
the  flat  summit. 

Before  I  visited  the  spot,  I  was  perplexed  by  the  diversity  of  the 
material  of  the  four  stones  ;  but,  on  the  spot,  it  was  evident  that  they 
might  all  be  found  without  diESculty  within  a  few  yards  on  the  sea-shoro, 
or  even  on  the  top  of  the  rock.  These  details,  however,  belong  more  to 
the  geology  than  to  the  arohseology  of  the  locality. 

Along  with  this  are  produced  drawings  of  the  several  stones,  carefully 
executed  by  Messrs  Keith  and  Gibb  of  Aberdeen. 

No.  1  is  a  singular  pattern,  of  which  no  account  has  yet  been  given, 
and  which,  indeed,  seems  to  be  unique,  except  that  what  is  called  the 
spectacle  figure,  occurs  in  the  middle  of  it.  Notwithstanding  its  irregu- 
larity, it  is  evidently  done  after  a  deliberate  design,  and  doubtless  has  a 
meaning  if  it  could  only  ho/ound  out. 

No,  2  (see  Plate  VIII.,  fig.  1)  represents  a  fish,  which  occurs  on  many 
of  these  monuments,  and  above  it  is  a  triangle,  nearly  equilateral,  with  an 
oval  dot  in  the  middle.  The  outline  of  the  fish  is  well  given.  It  cor- 
responds tolerably  with  Yarrell's  figure  of  the  salmon.  The  tail  is 
correctly  formed,  and  the  dorsal  and  ventral  fins  correctly  placed,  both 
relatively  to  eat-b  other  and  in  proportion  to  the  length  of  the  fish.  The 
opening  of  the  gill-covers  Is  in  its  proper  place  from  the  extremity  of 
the  snout.  The  salmon  is  found  in  all  the  rivers  and  along  the  coasts 
of  the  district. 

No,  3.     The  sculpture  on  this  stone  represents  an  equilateral  triangle 
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with  a  cretjceiit  on  tbe  apes,  but  not  quite  in  equilibrio ;  tbere:  ia  more 
of  the  crescent  to  the  right  of  the  triangle  than  to  the  left. 

No.  i  preeente  two  rude  circles,  at  a  ghort  distaDce  from  eaoh  other, 
with  a  dot  in  the  centre  of  each.  The  larger  ia  rather  an  oval  than  a 
circle.  These  four  stoncB  have  been  built,  for  preservation,  into  the 
garden  wall  at  Banchory  Houee. 

I  fully  intend,  on  the  first  convenient  occaeion,  to  mate  another  and 
a  further  search  at  Ilinnacatr, 

So.  5  isa,  very  small,  hut  yet  an  interesting  fragment.  It  was  aeut 
to  me  by  Mr  Smith,  postmaster,  Old  Aberdeen,  in  consequence  of  the 
diflCUBsion  of  the  subject  which  took  place  at  the  Spalding  Club  in  June 
last.  It  was  found  hy  him  as  one  of  the  building,  or  rather  packing, 
Blones  of  an  old  clay-built  wall  taken  down  by  him  a  few  years  ago.  It 
is  only  four  and  a  half  inches  high  by  four  inches  on  two  sides,  and 
nearly  five  inches  on  the  other  two.  It  is  rudely  sculptured  on  oil  the 
four  sides,  and  I  have  no  doubt  is  the  upper  part  of  a  small  obelisk. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  all  the  figures  cease  within  a  certain  distance 
of  what  I  suppose  to  be  the  top,  and  only  the  upper  part  of  each  remains. 
It  would  be  in  vain  to  speculate  on  what  the  figures,  when  entire,  may 
have  represented. 

The  most  important  matter  in  connexion  with  this  little  relic  is  the 
proof  which  it  gives  that  these  remains  may  occur  in  any  ohl  wall.  No 
place  could  be  more  unlikely  than  the  wall  of  an  old  cow-bouse,  built 
together  in  the  rudest  manner.  It  is  also  a  proof  of  the  value  of  the 
volume  of  "Sculptured  Stones,"  which  drew  my  attention  to  these  re- 
mains, and  it  may  be  hoped  that  it  is  the  earnest  of  many  more  similar 
discoveries  hereafter. 

In  the  printed  notice  of  plate  xli.,  it  is  stated  that  there  were  other 
fragments  at  Dinnacair,  which  have  disappeared.  "  One  of  them  is  anp- 
posed  to  form  the  hearthstone  of  James  Brown,  fisherman,  Stonehaven." 

After  various  unsuccessful  attempts  to  discover  and  obtain  this  stone, 
Mr  Christian  has  at  last  succeeded,  and  I  have  produced  drawings  of  it 
by  Eeith  and  G-ibb  along  with  the  others.  In  ihe  meantime,  Mr  Chris- 
tian's letter  contains  a  sketch,  which  shows  it  to  have  the  spectacle  figure 
crossed  hy  the  aoejitre.    (See  Plate  VIII.,  fig.  2.} 

The  letter  itself  contains  the  following;  pariiculars. 
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Lttterfrom  Mr  Jama  Christian  to  Mr  Tkommm. 

"  Stonvhayxn,  (M  Mrum^  18M. 

"  Mt  dkar  Sir, —  .  .  .  This  is  the  stone  which  was  built  into  James 
Brown's  house.  It  turns  ont  that  his  son's  wife  knew  the  plaoe,  but  no- 
body thought  of  asking  her.  It  came  from  Dinnaoair  abont  the  year 
1819,  and  has  been  used  since  that  time  merely  as  a  bnilding  stone.  I 
suppose  it  had  been  brought  with  other  stones  by  James  Brown,  when 
he  was  building  his  house.  There  used  to  be  gulls'  nests  on  the  top  of 
the  rock  when  I  was  a  boy,  and  I  remember  seyeral  accidents 
in  harrying  them,  and  that  wiU  eiplain  the  knowledge  of  there 
building  stones  on  the  top. 

"  The  stone  you  got  from  the  gas-work  was  taken  down  by  the  gas- 
manager  in  1832.  It  was  only  one  day  in  the  water.  The  two  that  you 
got  last  were  thrown  down  in  1832,  and  brought  here  last  year,  on  your 
employment  to  search.  The  other  one,  that  had  little  or  no  sea-weed  on 
it,  was  also  thrown  down  in  1832,  and  brought  here  four  or  fi^e  years 
ago,  when  Andrew  Gibb  was  making  a  drawing  of  the  other. 

"  There  is  no  very  distinct  recollection  of  the  appearance  of  the  wall. 
It  was  regularly  built,  or  at  least  an  intentional  building,  and  that 
appears  to  be  all  that  is  certain. 

'*  The  top  of  the  rock  is  not  a  bit  less  accessible  now  than  twenty  years 
ago.  But  I  would  not  like  to  try  up.  However,  Andrew  Brown,  tempted 
by  the  half  sovereign,  says  he  will  be  up  before  long.  If  he  had  been 
twenty  years  younger  he  would  have  had  better  speed.  But  his  wife 
seems  to  be  quite  pleased,  and  I  should  not  be  surprised  if  she  went  up. 
I  forgot  to  ask  her  what  like  the  top  was,  but  shall  do  so.  I  myself 
never  was  at  the  top,  and  that  somewhat  puzzles  me,  as  we  were  seldom 
out  of  some  danger  or  other. 

''  The  cause  of  the  gas-manager  and  his  friends  going  up  was  this.  An 
old  man,  Blair,  the  Cowio  grave-digger,  was  constantly  saying  to  them 
that  if  he  were  younger,  he  would  be  on  the  top  ;  for  almost  every  night 
he  dreamed  that  there  was  a  concealed  cave,  where  a  great  quantity  of 
gold  was  hidden.  His  constant  repetition  of  this  excited  their  curiosity, 
and  made  them  climb  up,  and  also  dig  through  the  guano  and  soil  to  the 
rock,  when  they  discovered  the  dyke,  but  not  the  gold.  Perh«i»  **  ** 
there  still  ! 
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"  I  KQspect  this  iJea  of  the  oM  man's  muat  have  arisen  from  Bome  tra- 
diliopal  habitation  of  tlie  rock  which  he  hail  heard  of  in  his  youth.  But 
all  these  old  people  are  now  dead  ;  and,  after  all,  fieher  traditions  are  not 
of  much  value.  ...  I  am,  4c. 

"  Jambs  Ciisistian. 
"  Alexandeib  Thombon,  Eaij.  nf  BmicliDry." 

Mr  John  Stuart  remarked  that  Mr  Thomson's  observations  had  made 
it  easier  to  understand  the  hietory  of  this  singular  rock,  which,  instead  of 
being  insukted  as  at  present,  had  in  former  times  formed  the  point  of  a 
projecting  headland.  In  this  Btate  it  had  probably  been  fortified  in  the 
some  way  as  Burghead  in  Moray,  where  a  neck  running  out  into  the  sea  had 
been  made  into  a  British  strength,  and  where  sculptured  slabs  of  about  the 
some  size  as  those  at  Dinnacair  had  been  found  in  1S09.  He  gave  several 
instances  of  sculptured  rocks  and  slabs  having  been  found  in  the  neigh- 
boiirhood  of  British  forts,  both  in  England  and  Scotland,  and  also  re- 
marked that  sculptured  stones  of  a  similar  type  had  been  recently  found 
in  a  "  Pict's  House"  in  Orkney,  in  some  sort  of  connection  with  sepul' 
chral  deposits;  which  last  also  freipiently  occurred  near  British  forts, 
and  rendered  it  probable  that  all  these  sculptured  stones  had  a  sepulchral 
meaning,  The  name  of  the  rock,  which  probably  was  formed  from  the 
words  "  Duonet,"  and  "  Eair,"  or  "  KeJr,"  favoured  the  notion  of  its 
baring  originally  been  a  fortified  position. 

Mr  Joseph  Robertson  pointed  oat  the  resemblance  which  the  rock  of 
Diunacair  bore  to  the  Craig  of  Downie,  near  the  village  of  The  Cove,  in 
Kincardineshire,  and  to  the  rock  on  which  stands  the  Chapel  of  St  Skeocit 
or  St  Skae,  near  the  mansion-house  of  Dunninald,  in  Forfarshire,  and 
suggested  that  Dinnacuir  might,  like  these,  have  been  chosen  as  the  site 
of  some  early  hermit's  cell,  with  its  chapel  and  burying- ground. 

It  may  he  added,  the  stone  referred  to  by  Mr  Thomson  as  No.  1  haling 
been  engraved  in  the  "Sculptured  Stones  of  Scotland"  fplate  xli.  fig.  1), 
reference  is  made  to  that  collection  for  it.  The  figures  on  No.  6  aro 
curious,  but  of  a  different  type  from  the  others,  and  may  he  consulted  in 
the  drawings  in  the  Society's  possession,  kindly  furnished  hy  Mr  Thom- 
son. The  accompanying  Plate  (VIII.)  gives  specimens  of  some  of  the 
mysterious  symbols  which  occur  on  the  Standing  Stones  and  Crosses  on 
the  north-east  coast  of  Scotland. 
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THE  LAW  OF  TREASURE  TROVE— HOW  IT  CAN  BE  BEST  ADAPTED 
TO  ACCOMPLISH  USEFUL  RESULTS.  By  A.  HENRY  RHIND,  Eb.j.. 
Hos.  Meh,  8.A.  Boot. 

In  this  paper  Mr  Rhiad  commenced  by  a  description  of  the  method 

now  followed  in  asserting  the  rights  of  the  Crown  to  relies  found  in  Scot- 
land ;  from  which  it  appeared  that  the  claim  extended  to  everj-  ancient 
relic,  from  a  bone  pin  to  a  gold  torque,  and  was  enforced  through  the 
ProcuratorB-Fiscal  of  the  various  counties  by  the  Queen's  and  Lord 
Treasurer's  Remembrancer.  Mr  Ehind  proceeded  to  show  how,  under 
this  system,  the  finders  of  relics  were  temptod  to  conceal  and  dispose  of 
them  ;  and  stated  that  a  very  small  proportion  of  those  found  every  year 
were  ever  preserved  for  any  useful  purpose.  Ho  gave  the  result  of  in- 
quiries made  on  the  spot,  and  subsequently  gathered  from  Mr  Worsaae 
by  letter,  of  the  working  of  the  system  pursued  in  Denmark,  which  has 
led  to  a  national  store  of  antiquities  such  as  few  other  countries  can  boast 
of.  This  interesting  paper  concluded  with  some  practical  suggestions, 
with  the  view  of  securing  the  more  regular  transmission  to  Exchequer  of 
all  relics,  and  of  obviating  the  temptation  to  destruction  which  now 
exists,  by  allowing  to  the  finder  the  full  bullion  value  of  all  objects  of  the 
precious  metals. 

A  committee  was  nominated  with  the  view  of  reporting  on  Mr  Rhind's 
suggestions,  in  (he  hope  that  some  practical  improvement  on  the  present 
system  might  be  adopted.' 

III. 

NOTICE  OF  CISTS  RECENTLY  DISCOVERED  ON  THE  SEA-SHORE  AT 
LUNDY,    IN    FIFE.      Comkokicated  by  Mas  DUNDA8    DURHAM    or 

The  stone  coffins  or  cists  were  found  by  the  workmen  engaged  in  a 
•parry  on  the  Lundiu  estate,  the  property  of  the  Standard  Insurance 

>  The  &bove  commQaicatiou  has  since  boon  pabliBbeil  nnitcr  the  Bame  title  in  a 
Bopamle  form.     Erlinhorgh :  Tiininaa  C.inatahte  ft  Co.,  1868,     8vo.  pp.  82, 
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Company  :  it  is  close  to  the  eea,  and  about  a  quarttT  of  a  mile  west  from 
Largo  Station.  They  were  buried  in  a  loose  sandy  soil,  which  covers 
the  sandstone  rock  of  the  qnany.  The  workmen  atato  that  many  snch 
have  been  found  in  the  Lundin  Links :  thirteen  since  the  opening  of 
tbia  nuftiTy  three  years  ago,  hesiJeB  two  others  while  digging  the  founda- 
tions of  Largo  Station.  One  of  the  workmen  fonnd  another  several  years 
since,  on  the  low  sandy  point  called  Shooter's  Point,  which  bounds  Largo 
Bay  on  the  east.  This  coffin  was  discovered  in  coneeiineDce  of  the  wind 
having  carried  away  the  shifting  sand  in  which  it  was  buried.  The  re- 
cent discoveries  consist  of  four  cofBns ;  two  within  the  last  fortnight, 
by  the  workman  who  had  already  been  a  witness  to  the  finding  of  those 
at  the  Station. 

The  last  two  were  found  a  few  feet  from  each  other,  one  at  a  depth  of 
three  feet,  the  other  at  a  depth  of  about  six  feet.  Probably  they  were 
originally  at  the  same  distance  below  the  surface,  as  the  loose  shifting 
sand  has  been  drifted  into  a  hillock  above  the  latter.  This  is  shown  by 
the  black  line  of  decayed  vegetation  which  is  distinctly  seen  on  the  side 
of  the  quarry,  marking  the  ancient  surface  of  the  Links,  Both  coffins 
were  three  feet  below  this  line.  The  coffins  are  not  sarcophagi,  but  rather 
mde  vaults  buiit  of  roughly-hewn  slabs  put  together  wthout  mortar,  two 
or  three  atones  to  a  side.  These  slabs  were  about  three  inches  in  thick- 
ness, and  are  lying  among  other  stones  at  the  quarry.  The  akeletona 
were  perfect,  said  the  workmen — the  teeth  large,  white,  and  firmly  set. 
One  of  the  skeletons  was  very  large,  and  the  bead  had  been  cloven  by 
a  wound  ;  none  of  the  other  bones  were  broken.  This  wound  must  have 
been  inflicted  before  burial,  as  the  workmen  asserted  the  coffin  to  have 
been  in  perfect  preservation,  and  the  lid  not  touching  the  skull.  The 
»ize  of  the  brow  seems  to  have  attracted  the  attention  of  the  finders.  It 
is  impoEsible  to  obtain  possession  of  a  single  bone,  as  they  have  all  been 
carried  off  by  different  people;  but  inquiries  will  be  made  at  once,  and 
the  result  communicated  without  delay.  (Some  fragments  subsequently 
recovered  were  presented  to  the  museum  of  the  Society,)  The  quarry- 
men  say  they  are  certain  of  finding  more  remains,  and  refer  at  once  to 
the  strong  local  tradition  of  the  ancient  battle  as  accounting  for  the 
number  of  coffins  which  they  have  found. 
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IV. 

NOTICE  OF  A  STONE  COFFIN  WHICH  CONTAINED  AN  UBN  AND 
JET  ORNAMENTS.  DISCOVERED  NEAR  PITKENNEDT,  PABI8H  OF 
ABERLEMXO,  FORFARSHIRE.    Bt  A.  JERVISE,  Ebq^  Com.  Mu.  BJl 

Scot.,  Bbechin. 

In  the  month  of  July  1857,  while  workmen  were  taking  gravel  from 
a  hillock  in  a  wood  upon  the  estate  of  Pitkennedy,  belonging  to  Mr 
Chalmers  of  Aldbar,  they  accidentally  came  upon  a  stone  coflbi.  It  waa 
near  the  middle  of  the  knoU,  about  two  feet  below  the  sorfaoey  and 
the  stones  which  composed  the  coffin  were  of  the  gray  slate  kind,  common 
to  the  locality,  with  the  exception  of  one  piece,  which  was  a  red  sand- 
stone. The  single  stone  which  covered  the  top  measures  about  two  feet  by 
three  feet  in  size,  and  is  about  three  inches  thick ;  the  sides  and  ends  were 
of  lesser  stones,  from  eighteen  inches  to  two  feet  bigh ;  and  the  graTel 
formed  the  bottom.  No  remains  of  bones  were  discovered,  and  a  clay 
urn  was  in  the  east  end  of  the  coffin ;  but  unfortunately  it  was  broken 
to  pieces  upon  the  spot  by  a  herd  boy  striking  it  with  a  stick. 

It  was  chiefly  in  the  east  end  of  the  coffin,  near  the  urn,  that  the  jet  beads 
and  ornaments  were  found,  which  are  now  exhibited,  and  it  was  only  by 
the  accidental  discovery  of  some  of  these  in  October  last  that  the  fact  of 
relics  being  found  at  Pitkennedy  became  known  to  Mr  Chalmers.  He 
promptly  in  (quired  into  the  matter,  and,  on  recovering  the  ornaments, 
kindly  rewarded  the  labourers. 

The  beads  (now  shown)  are  oblong  in  form,  and  104  in  number,  and,  so 
far  as  known,  with  the  exception  of  one  or  two,  are  all  that  were  found. 
F!ach  of  these  are  pierced  laterally,  and  the  four  pieces,  of  a  square 
shape,  are  also  pierced  through  in  the  same  way,  but  each  with  four  holes. 
The  two  end  pieces,  of  a  somewhat  triangular  shape,  are  likewise  pierced 
obliquely  by  the  same  number  of  holes,  and  in  these  the  thread  upon 
which  the  beads  were  stning  bad  doubtless  been  meant  to  terminate. 
The  four  square  and  two  triangular  end  pieces  are  variegated  on  one 
Hide  by  a  dotted  ornament,  resembling  a  lace  pattern.  A  smaller  tri- 
angular piece  is  plain,  and  had  probably  been  one  of  the  earrings;  but 
its  follow  (if  such  it  ever  had)  has  not  been  found. 
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Perhaps  these  articles  point  out  the  grave  of  some  female  of  dietinc- 
lion ;  and  the  close  rescmhlance  of  the  Jet  ornaments  now  exhibited 
la  those  which  were  found  in  a  barrow  near  Aasynt,  in  Rosfi-shire,  is  very 
striking  fsee  drawing  of  these  ornaments,  page  47),  only  that  the  spots  of 
those,  unlike  the  ones  now  shown,  are  eaid  to  have  heen  studded  with  gold.' 

The  hillock  near  Fitkennody,  in  which  the  coffin  and  ornameuts  were 
found,  is  quite  natural,  Bituatetl  on  the  north-west  side,  and  within  the 
old  boundary  of  Montreathmunt  Muir.  In  162G,  when  a  new  road  was 
being  made  betwixt  Brechin  and  Dundee,  nearly  twenty  urns  and  other 
trues  of  ancient  sepulture  were  found  tn  the  tract  of  the  present  turn- 
pike, which  is  only  about  eighty  yards  to  the  west  of  the  knoll  in  which 
these  omamenta  were  discovered.  Very  few  uf  theso  last-named  remains 
were  in  coffins;  they  were  from  fourteen  to  eighteen  inches  helow  the 
surface,  and  all  were  found  within  a  range  of  from  eighteen  to  twenty 
yards. 

The  lands  of  Fitkennedy  were  at  one  time  a  portion  of  the  old  royal 
bunting  forest  of  Montreathmont,  throughout  the  whole  of  which  traces 
of  ancient  sepulture  are  often  found ;  hut  the  name  of  Fitkennedy  itself, 
so  far  as  known,  is  comparatively  modern,  and  not  met  with  until  the 
seventeenth  century. 

The  church  of  Aberlemno,  in  which  parish  the  lands  of  Fitkennedy 
are  situated,  is  little  more  than  a  mile  north-west  of  the  spot  where  the 
remains  were  found ;  and  in  no  district  with  which  I  am  acquainted 
has  there  heen  found  a  greater  number  of  stone  coffins  ond  other  traces 
of  ancient  burials  than  in  this  paris]].  There,  also,  are  the  well-known 
ecalptured  stone  monuments.  But  whether  these  traces  could  bave  had 
any  connection  with  the  battle  which  is  said  to  have  been  fought  at 
Aberlemno  in  a.  d.  G97,  in  which  "  fell  Conquar  MacEcha  MacMaldwin, 
and  Aod,  the  tall  king  of  Daleriaid,'"  it  is  now  impossible  to  say. 

'  ArchKol.  Scotica,  vol.  iii.  pi.  v.  pp.  40-SO.     1824. 

<  Johnstone's  Extracts  trom  tlio  Annnlg  of  Ulster,  p.  69.    Copeulingen  1786.    4t<i. 
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V. 

yOTICE  OF  A  COFRN  CUT  OUT  OF  THE  S»."iLID  ROCK,  CONTAIX- 
IXG  AX  TRX.  i:..  DISCO^T.RFD  AT  FESyE.  FOBFARSHIBE.  By 
A.  JERVISE.  E^s..  Coa.  'ilzM.  S.A.  So:r..  Beschst. 

Red  san- Intone  ri>:k,  of  rat  ho  r  a  aot':  kind,  ab^nnd*  so  moch  in  the 
neii:Lb*:'UrLo»>l  of  the  church  and  nua^e  ot  Ferte.  tha;  the  bottom  of 
the  comm-i-n  hiirhwiy  a«ljo:ning  is  most  I  v  formed  of  the  bare  stone. 
It  w:t5  in  l^Zl.  wLile  foundations  wer*?  t-eini:  due:  for  new  oflSces  at  the 
manse,  that  an  aLoier.t  grave  was  disco vereil,  cut  out  of  the  solid  rock, 
and  carefully  covered  with  riuiT-stones. 

Tlie  <rr  kve  was  ab:^ut  six  feet  lonj.  and.  at  first  siirht.  the  skeleton 
seeme<l  i-rettv  entire.  The  head  lav  to  the  north-west,  and  the  feet  to 
the  s'»uth-east.  At  the  feet  lav  a  small  earthenware  vessel,  about  the 
size  of  a  common  tea«:np,  of  a  bluish  colour,  and  about  half  filled  with 
clammy  stuff  re^emblinj:  ca^:■ile-gT^:A^^/.  The  vessel  apj»eare«l  to  have 
fwi-en  roll  el  up  in  a  piece  of  vioth,  rein:\:ns  of  which  were  around  it. 
A  brass  pin  was  f-i^und  near  the  bre;ist.  The  pin  was  about  three  inches 
l'>nif.  with  a  sliglit  curve  or  ber.!  uj-^'^n  it.  and  had  a  diamond-shaped 
head  of  the  same  metal.  B-'th  articles  lav  some  time  aK"»ut  the  manse, 
but  ultimately  disappeared.     I^e  kirk  was  dedicated  to  St  Xinian. 


Monday,  ^th  JTurch  ISoS, 
.Sir  ALEXANDER  CAMrBELL  of  Barcaldine,  Bart.,  in  the  Chair. 

Th*-  r)onation>  presented  included  the  followin^r: — 

Iron  Thumbscrews  or  "  Thuml-ikin^."  with  Paill»x:k  for  keepiqg 
•■hut.  .S'jr'^-w-Key,  and  larg»^  Links  nf  Jri-n  <'hain.  attached; 

A   Ki^^hly  Cut  an-l  OmaTn^nte-i  < 'abinet  Key.  stamped  with  * 
htk]  tho  l^^ttr-rs — r  [rriiwn]  R  ii. 
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A  small  Drinking- Horn,  with  curious  rude  emblems — the  thistle,  rose, 
animals,  &c. — engraved  on  it,  and  the  letters 

J  •  A  •  1699 
I  •  REMME 
B    N 
By  William  W.  Hat  Newton,  Esq.,  F.S.A.  Soot. 

GTenealogical  Table  of  the  Dalriadic  Kings,  and  of  the  principal 
Highland  Families  descended  from  them.  Compiled  by  William  Reeves, 
D.D.     A  copy  printed  on  Vellum  ;  and 

A  Grencalogical  Table  of  the  early  Abbots  of  Hy.  Constructed  by 
William  Reeves,  D.D.     By  the  Author. 

Transactions  of  the  Bombay  Geographical  Society  (pew  issue),  from 
March  1856  to  March  1857.   8vo.  Vol.  XIII.   Bombay.  By  the  Society. 

History  of  Wisconsin.  Compiled  by  direction  of  the  Legislature  of 
the  State,  by  William  R.  Smith.  Madison,  Wisconsin,  1854.  8vo. 
Vols.  I.  and  III. ; 

Second  Annual  Report  of  tlie  State  Historipal  So<5iety  of  Wisconsin, 
Vol.  II.     1855  ;  and 

Transactions  of  the  Wisconsin  State  Agricultural  Society,  2  vols.  8vo, 
1852-1853,  and  other  Publications  connected  with  the  History  of  Wis- 
consin.   By  the  Wisconsin  Statb  Agricultural  Society, 

The  following  Communications  were  read  : — 


I. 

NOTES  OP  SOME  CURIOSITIES   OF  OLD   SCOTTISH   TENURES  AND 
INVESTITURES.    By  COSMO  INNES,  Esq.,  F.S.A.  Scot. 

Some  cases  of  disputed  seisin  which  were  jargued  lately  in  our  Court 
led  me  to  look  a  little  into  the  history  of  symbolical  delivery  of  heritages 
and  of  symbols  generally. 

Long  before  the  feudalising  of  land  had  produced  some  methods  of  pub- 
lishing its  transference — such  as  resignation  and  delivery  in  the  Court 
of  the  overlord,  and  the  much  later  inventions  of  seisin  by  public  notaries 

VOL.  III.  PART  I.  F 
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— bcfoce  evm  vritteD  gnnts  had  fceeo  inliodBeed — •ball  I  m;  before  tbe 
tBtndnctioo  of  writing? — bcritabla  pnfMitj  wu  poMCMod  aad  traiu- 
milled,  bought  and  sold,  and  gireii  in  gift. 

Tonaricuul  caOattentMoloitsteuulmocewuof  oooraoTeryDeces- 
waiy  for  the  aecuri^  of  the  parties ;  aod  as  tfa«  tmufetence  conld  not  be 
by  handJBg  orgrof  the  rabject  ilaetf.aBd  as  writing  was  aot  need,  erased 
inlj  for  sacred  parposes,  the  tnditiou  mast  he  bv  srnibob. 

The  reason  of  (lie  thing  is  indeed  so  plain  that  tre  are  saved  goeosing 
or  hunting  for  aatborities.  When  a  man  bought  a  ttpX  of  cora  or  a  suit 
of  aiBMur,  or  a  horee  or  a  cow,  he  at  onre  remored  his  new  ac^jiusition, 
and  all  the  world  (or  that  part  who  cared)  became  aware  that  be  had  done 
BO  openljr,  and  of  coarse  honestly.  Bnt  when  ibe  subject  transferred 
consisted  of  an  estate  in  land,  castles,  and  towns,  rights  of  forest  and 
fishing,  the  purchaser  could  not  take  up  his  purchase  and  cart  it  away. 
Tbat  the  transaction  might  not  rest  on  the  bare  assertion  of  parly,  some- 
thing was  wanting  to  give  it  publicity,  to  call  the  attention  of  the  neigh- 
bours to  the  fact,  the  time  and  manner  of  transference,  and,  so  far  as 
possible,  to  preserve  the  memory  of  a  change  of  property  which  was  fol- 
lowed by  no  outward  change  of  the  subject. 

I  suppose  the  earliest  instance  of  taking  cvrpttml  {lOseeeisioD — for  in  this 
instance  it  can  hardly  be  called  ft/mhoiiaii— is  piescrred  in  tho  legend  of 
St  Oran.  Tou  know  tbat  Saint  Colomba,  when  he  had  got  a  giant  and 
began  his  settlement  in  lona,  expressed  his  desire  that  the  islaud  should 
he  set  apart  and  secured — that  the  roots  of  his  family  should  strike  in 
the  soil ;  and  he  said  to  his  followers,  "  It  is  permitted  to  you  tbat  some 
one  of  you  go  under  the  earth  of  this  island  to  consecrate."  Tlien  Oran 
arose  quickly,  and  thus  spake,  "  If  yoii  accept  me,  I  am  ready  for  that." 
Oian  tlien  went  to  heaven,  and  hia  body  was  buried  in  the  i^emetery, 

which  baa  ever  EiDoe  born<3  bis  •  —    --'  ■■    ■"  ' -^  ■'     f!.-j:.j 

Oran.     I  know  that  this  itici^'i  i  hi 

it  simply  an  early  case  of  scim  u  uf 

the  soil.     Pi"  '  "''I  '!-'  ""  '  ;■.  .^j 


We  hav..  ■ 
year  820  Hu: 
Athelstaiic, 
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"  Id  his  ileviiliuuDti, 
Ekjd  the  dotationnu 
Of  St  Androwia  kirk  ii   ' 
With  landiH  in  regality." 

Tbegieftter  register  of  St  Amlrewa,  again,  gives  the  manner  of  tlie  endow- 
ment, and  infonuB  us  haw  Hungus,  tlic  great  king  of  Picte,  gave  to  the 
Cbnrcb  of  St  Audrew  as  its  paivckia  or  territory  many  luuds  deecribed 
and  bouode<l,  though  now,  alas  I  forgotten,  but  altogether,  apparently, 
constituting  the  territory  of  Edrimonth,  with  waters,  meadows,  Helda, 
pastures,  moors,  and  woods,  in  perpetual  alms.  Whereupon  the  JBishop 
sung  an  hallelujah,  that  God  might  protect  and  guard  to  htm  for  ever  the 
land  eo  given  -,  and  in  memorial  of  the  gift,  and  of  the  privilege  with 
which  it  was  accompanied,  the  king,  Uungus,  cut  a  turf  and  offered  it  upon 
the  altar  of  St  Andrews  in  presence  of  the  nobility  of  the  Ficts,  his  sub- 
jects; and  the  narration  further  records,  that  this  was  done  before  these 
,  Thalarg,  son  of  Ythernbuthib,  and  other  Picts  of  very  hard 

^  &U  stated  to  be  of  the  royal  race — ex  regali  pnxapia. 

,  when  the  kingdom  of  the  Ficts  had  passed  away  in  that  unin- 

bk  manner  so  lightly  mentioned  by  our  chroniclers,  and  when  St 
}  was  mined  and  reduced  to  poverty,  when  there  was  no  priest 
to  serve  at  the  altar,  and  no  mass  said  save  on  the  rare  occasions  when 
some  king  or  bishop  came  there,  when  the  Culdees  celebrated  their  office 
in  their  manner  in  a  mere  corner  of  the  church,  King  Alexander  1.  (whose 
reign,  you  know,  is  in  the  first  quarter  of  the  twelfth  centurj')  renewed  the 
giftd  and  offerings  of  the  old  Fictish  king,  and,  in  particular,  bestowed 
the  much-valued  territory  called  the  eurnii  apri ;  and  his  brother  David 
(who  is  DOW  our  king,  writes  the  recorder)  concurred  in  the  gift.  Then, 
in  memory  of  the  gift,  the  king  commanded  bis  servants  to  lead  to  the 
altar  his  royal  Aj'ahian  horse,  with  his  own  bridle  and  saddle,  a  shield 
and  lance  of  silver,  and  covered  with  a  great  and  precious  pall,  and  with 
them  to  give  the  Church  investiture  of  the  lands,  libcrtie?,  and  privileges, 
be  then  bestowed.  He  also  gave  Turkish  arms  of  various  kinds,  which, 
with  his  shield  and  saddle,  are  to  this  date  (says  the  recorder)  preserved 
in  the  church  of  St  Andrews,  and  are  frequently  shown  to  people  coining 
thither  from  all  quartern,  lest  the  memory  of  the  king's  henefils  should 
in  any  way  he  lost," 
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Even  tlie  splendid  memoriala  of  investiture  dedicated  by  AlexBJider 
are  not  without  many  parallels  in  England  and  abroad ;  but  of  course,  as 
a  turf  of  tbe  land  was  equally  effectual,  it  was  in  more  common  use ; 
and  the  French  antiquaries  assure  iib  that  the  treasuries  of  their  greater 
churches  were  filled  with  these  turfs  of  investiture,  square  turfs  and 
round  turfs,  black,  brown,  and  red,  varying  wilh  the  soil.  The  foreign 
antiquaries,  who  are  our  guides  and  masters  in  such  inquiries,  tell  us 
that  nest  after  a  turf  of  the  land,  the  moi^t  common  memorial  or  symbol 
of  investiture  was  a  bough  or  branch,  indicating  a  grant  of  wood  or 
forest  land ;  and  from  that  symbol  they  deduce  the  use  of  the  staff  or 
baton,  which  came  among  us  to  be  almost  the  peculiar  and  exclusive 
symbol  of  resignations  made  in  the  hands  of  the  superior,  I  am  not 
quite  prepared  to  admit  such  an  origin  of  this  symbol.  Take  one  early 
instance.  In  the  middle  of  the  tenth  century,  Edgar,  King  of  England,' 
conferred  a  gift  on  a  church  in  this  manner.  He  offered  on  the  altar 
of  the  church  hia  own  rod  of  office  or  sceptre  (lituvm  propri^im).  It  was 
of  ivory,  beautifully  wrought,  and  adorned  with  gold  ornaments ;  and  after 
he  had  presented  this  memorial  or  symbol  of  investiture,  the  king  broke 
the  staff  in  two,  that  it  might  not  be  taken  away,  and  might  not  serve 
for  reconveying  tbe  land  ho  granted,  Somewhat  laler  (1291),  we  find 
among  the  furniture  of  the  royal  treasury  of  Scotland  a  silver  cup,  three 
ivory  horns,  and  Ae  alaff  with  which  Eustace  de  Vescy  seised  Alexander, 
King  of  Scots,  in  the  earldom  of  Northumberland,  when  besieging  Norham, 

But  in  early  times,  anything  personal,  anything  clearly  connected  with 
tbe  donor,  was  used  in  memory  of  him  and  of  liis  gift.  Whatever  came 
first  to  hand — ad  maniim  is  the  phrase — was  put  in  evidence ;  and  nothing 
more  frequently  than  a  knife — that  cvltelhis  or  whittle  which  was  the 
constant  companion  of  our  Saxon  forefathers,  as  the  skein  d}iti  is  of  the 
modem  Celts.  There  are  two  of  these  preserved  at  Durham  among  the 
rich  collection  of  charters  there.'  In  the  middle  of  the  twelfth  century. 
Sir  Stephen  de  Bulwer  acknowledged  the  right  of  the  priory  of  Holy 
Island  to  the  tithes  of  Lowick.  People  were  now  able  to  write,  and  a 
memorandum  of  the  acknowledgment  was  written  on  a  scrap  of  vellum. 
Signing  and  Bubscription  were  hardly  yet  introduced,  and  sealing  not 


>  MalmeBbury.  E,  959-76. 


'Raine,  p.  77,  Apjix.  13S. 
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established,  or  at  least  not  universal ;  for,  instead  of  seal,  there  is  attached 
to  the  writings,  in  testimonium,  Bulwer's  knife — the  very  knife,  as  Mr 
Raine  observes,  with  which  he  carved  his  food ;  and  upon  the  substantial 
and  still  glossy  horn  haft,  in  a  coeval  hand,  is  carved  a  brief  abstract  of 
the  transaction  which  it  was  required  to  seal  and  certify.  The  blade  has 
suffered  by  time  and  rust. 

In  like  manner,  a  convention  between  the  Prior  and  Convent  of  Durham 
and  Bobert  of  Saint  Martins,  dated  in  1148,  is  testified  on  the  part  of 
the  layman  by  a  whittle  with  a  black  haft  of  glossy  horn,  of  three  inches 
long,  appended  thereto. 

At  a  still  earlier  time,  before  written  instruments  were  known,  or  at 
least  common,  the  gift  was  recorded  (if  I  may  use  the  word)  by  the  mere 
offering  and  preserving  a  knife,  a  horn,  a  cup,  a  bow,  an  arrow,  a  sword, 
a  glove,  a  girdle,  a  spur,  or  other  personal  furniture  of  the  donor. 

Sometimes  the  gift  was  inscribed  on  the  symbol  or  memorial,  and 
many  instances  of  instruments  so  inscribed  were  preserved  in  the  Con- 
tinental churches  before  the  Eevolution.  Some  are  still  found  in  England. 
In  some  cases  the  knife  was  broken,  for  the  same  resison  which  induced 
King  Edgar  to  break  his  ivory  rod. 

A  curious  memorial  was  a  tag  of  leather  or  skin,  upon  which  the  donor 
tied  a  knot,  in  testimonium.  Sometimes  the  knot  was  tied  upon  the  tag 
of  a  deed  as  we  now  put  a  seal  on  the  tag  of  a  charter. 

I  must  not  trespass  on  your  time  with  English  and  foreign  examples 
of  these  curious  and  I  think  interesting  memorials.  You  will  find  them 
in  great  variety  collected  in  Ducange,  under  the  word  "  Investitura,"  and 
a  good  set  of  English  examples  in  a  communication  by  Sir  H.  Ellis,  in  the 
"  Archasologia.'*  ^  Let  me  pass  at  once  to  the  Scottish  instance  of  investi- 
ture with  a  knife. 

The  charter  of  King  Alexander  II.  to  Alan  and  Margaret  de  Lani,'  was 
copied  by  Mr  Riddell  of  Friar's  Carse  (well  known  as  the  friend  of  Burns, 
and  of  his  friend  Francis  Grose  the  antiquary)  in  1791.  It  was  then  in 
the  possession  of  the  Buchanans  of  Arnprior.  It  grants  to  them  the 
lands  of  Lany,  as  formerly  held  **  in  vertue  of  a  small  sword  which  King 
CulenuB  of  old  gave  symbolically  to  Gillespie  Moir,  their  predecessor,  for 

^  Archieologiu,  vol.  xvii.  p.  311.  2  Leoy. 
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his  singular  service."  The  small  sword,  whioh  was  then  also  in  the  pos- 
session  of  the  Arnprior  family,  is  descrihed  as  made  of  silTer,  and  a 
drawing  of  it  by  Mr  Grose  is  given  in  the  ''  AichsBologia."* 

I  grieve  to  say  both  charter  and  symbol  have  disappeared,  and  we 
must  take  them  on  the  description  of  two  gentlemen,  not  enfficiently 
critical,  though  quite  incapable  of  wilfully  deceiving.  I  think  it  possible 
that  some  doubts  of  the  authenticity  of  the  charter  might  be  removed,  if 
we  could  examine  the  original.  In  any  such  ^inquiry,  of  course,  the 
authenticity  of  the  charter  is  quite  a  separate  question  from  the  truth  of 
its  narrative.  The  story  of  King  Culenus,  who,  Mr  Riddell  assures  ns, 
succeeded  to  the  throne  about  the  year  965,  may  have  been  an  accepted 
myth  in  the  time  of  Alexander  II.  as  well  as  now. 

When  writing  and  written  charters  had  been  long  in  use,  grants  of 
importance  to  the  Church  were  sometimes  delivered  with  a  solemnity  that 
seems  to  anticipate  the  publication  of  seisins. 

Thus  Duncan,  Earl  of  Fife,  in  the  year  1332,^  granted  the  patronage  of 
Kincardine-O'Neal  to  the  Bishop  of  Aberdeen  in  pure  and  perpetual  alms, 
and  having  affixed  his  seal  to  the  charter,  he  with  his  own  hand  offered 
it  on  the  altar  of  the  Cathedral  in  perpetual  memory  of  the  gift,  and  in 
sign  of  possession  transferred  from  him  and  his  heirs  to  the  Cathedral 
church. 

Hitherto  I  cannot  find  that  in  the  very  various  memorials  of  investiture 
there  is  much  of  symholizaiion^  or  much  affinity  between  the  thing  granted 
and  the  memorial  (except  indeed  in  the  first  and  most  common,  the  turf). 
But  towards  the  end  of  the  fourteenth  century,  the  law  as  well  as  the  cus- 
tom of  investiture  underwent  a  notable  change,  and  evidence  came  to  be 
required  by  probative  writ  of  the  transference  of  possession.  The  change 
may  with  sufficient  accuracy  be  fixed  at  the  end  of  the  fourteenth  century. 
At  first,  but  for  a  short  period  only,  the  fashion  was  for  the  lord  to  direct 
his  bailiff  to  give  the  vassal  heritable  state  and  seisin,  and  in  sign  thereof 
to  affix  his  seal  on  the  second  tag  of  tlie  precept.  Another  manner  was 
for  the  bailiff  to  certify  the  fact  of  giving  popsession  by  a  separate  writ' 
under  his  seal.  But  the  instances  of  this  laf?t  manner  are  rare,  and  both 
plans  soon  gave  way  before  the  notarial  instrument,  which  we  find  quite 

'  Ibid.  vol.  xi.  p.  40.  2  Ilogist.  Abcrdon.  p.  06. 

3  Melrog.  p.  487  ;  Morton,  p.  lo7. 
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formal  and  well  established  before  the  middle  of  the  fifteenth  century, 
in  the  shape  which  it  has  borne  ever  since. 

Along  with  the  fixing  of  the  legal  form  of  conveyancing,  the  symbols 
for  common  kinds  of  property  became  almost  equally  uniform.  Earth 
and  stone  for  lands,  a  penny  money  for  rents,  clap  and  happer  for  mill, 
the  house-key  for  houses,  hardly  vary. 

In  the  more  incorporeal  subjects  of  property,  however,  the  symbol 
naturally  was  more  fluctuating.  Early  in  the  fiffce^ith  century,  the  master 
of  the  schools  of  the  burgh  of  Aberdeen  was  instituted  in  his  office  by  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Diocese,  who  gave  him  his  bonnet  (probably  a  doctor's 
bonnet)  in  sign  of  induction.^  At  the  beginning  of  the  next  century,  the 
same  officer  (now  dependent  on  the  magistrates)  received  institution  from 
the  provost  of  the  burgh,  who  presented  him  with  a  rosary  of  beads  for 
prayers. 

The  same  burgh,  whose  ancient  records  are  a  mine  of  information  to 
the  antiquary,  furnishes  us  with  another  investiture  peculiar  to  burgh 
and  burgal  subjects.  The  seisin  is  called  per  In-toll  et  Ut-toll,  and  is 
found  in  old  burgal  titles  of  Glasgow  and  elsewhere.  But  in  the  records 
of  Aberdeen  we  have  it  explained  as  that  mode  of  entry  where  the  out- 
going proprietor  receives  a  penny — denarium  de  Ut-toUj  and  the  successor 
pays  a  penny  denariwm  de  In-toll. 


If. 

HISTORICAL  NOTICES  OF  THE  FAMILY  OF  KING  JAMES  THE 
FIRST  OF  SCOTLAND,  CHIEFLY  FROM  INFORMATION  COMMUNI- 
CATED BY  JOHN  RIDDELL,  Esq.,  Advocate.  By  DAVID  LAING,  Esq., 
F.S.A.  Scot. 

In  attempting  to  clear  up  some  obscure  points  connected  with  the 
alliance  of  the  Hepburns,  Earls  of  Bothwell,  one  subject  of  inquiry 
related  to  the  filiation  of  Jane  Douglas,  wife  of  Patrick,  first  Earl  of 
Bothwell,  as  the  daughter  of  James,  first  Earl  of  Morton.     I  took  occa- 

^  Spald.  Miac.  v.,  App.  to  Preface,  p.  70,  note. 
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sion  to  submit  this  matter  to  John  Biddell,  Eaq.,  advocate,  a  Fellow  of 
this  Society,  and  allowed  to  be  our  great  authority  in  all  mattere  of  peer^ 
age-law  and  genealogy ;  and  it  affords  me  much  pleasure  in  expresBing 
my  obligations  for  the  kindness  which  I  have  experienced,  when  applying 
from  time  to  time  for  a  solution  of  like  difficulties.  Mr  Biddell,  in  hia 
reply,  acknowledged  he  could  not  solve  the  question  at  issue  by  legal 
evidence ;  but  he  was  led  to  enter  upon  the  discussion  of  a  collateral 
subject  of  not  less  interest,  the  names  and  marriages  of  the  daughters  of 
our  first  King  James.  I  should  have  greatly  preferred  had  he  himself 
put  the  notes  he  sent  me  into  the  form  of  a  regular  communication  to 
the  Society ;  but  while  he  declined  doing  so,  he  gave  me  full  power  to 
make  what  use  of  them  I  might  think  proper  for  this  purpose. 

Mr  Biddell  says,  "  The  mention  ofillustria  damineJohannej  the  mother 
of  Johanne  and  Elizabeth  (the  wife  and  daughters  respectively  of  James, 
first  Earl  of  Morton),  as  miE  tsbgub  exceUentisstmi  ae  metuendtMiimi 
principis  Jacohi  Primi  hone  memorie  quondam  Begis  Scotorum  iUustrianmij 
in  the  ^  Begistrum  Honoris  do  Morton'  (vol.  ii.  pp.  238-9),  is  valuable, 
and  I  think  might  have  elicited  from  the  editor  a  pointed  notice,  instead 
of  a  bare  one  in  the  Preface.  It  is  not  often  that  the  comparative 
seniority  of  a  daughter,  even  in  the  case  of  our  first  families,  is  so  speci- 
fied ;  and  it  here  serves  in  part  to  fix  the  seniority,  and  correct  a  glaring 
error  in  the  accounts  hitherto  given  of  James  the  First's  daughters. 
The  Princess  Johanna,  Jean,  or  Janet,  was  hence  clearly  the  wife  of 
James,  first  Earl  of  Morton,  instead  of  being,  according  to  Wood's 
Douglas  (Peerage,  vol.  i.  p.  50),  married  first  to  James,  third  Earl  of 
Angus,  without  issue;  secondly,  in  1447,  to  George,  second  Earl  of 
Huntly.  The  first  alliance,  indeed,  it  would  be  difficult  to  prove,  and 
the  second  is  a  most  palpable  fable,  it  being  legally  fixed  by  authentic 
deeds  I  have  seen,  both  in  the  Grordon  charter-chest  and  in  Guichenon's 
elaborate  History  of  Savoy,  that  this  Earl  of  Huntly  was  married  to 
quite  a  different  daughter,  the  Princess  Annabella,  clearly  a  younger 
one,  after  being  sought  and  declined  as  a  match  by  tho  Count  of  Savoy, 
who  however  gave  her  a  sum  of  money,  and  paid  hor  expenses  back.  She 
seems  to  have  been  curiously  bartered  al)oiit;  for  Wood,  not  contented 
with  the  above  error,  with  as  much  reason  further  marries  Annabella, 
to  the  prejudice  and  indignation  of  Johanna  had  she  known  it,  to  the 
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ideuticol  Jamos,  EurL  of  Mortuii,  husband  of  the  latter,  by  whom,  bo 
add«,  she  had  isauel  (sue  ul  avpra,  p.  51.)"  [In  reference  to  thia  charge, 
I  may  observe,  that  eren  in  contemporary  etatemeats,  Huch  as  the 
"Chronicle  of  James  the  Second,"  preeerred  in  AsloaD'e  Manuecript, 
and  iu  a  MS.  Genealogy  dated  in  the  year  1484,  quoted  by  Pinkerton 
(History,  vol.  i.  p.  142),  various  diBcrepancies  occur,  and  therefore  we 
need  be  less  Burprieed  that  the  inaccuracies  of  Dr  Abercromby  (Martial 
Atchievements  of  the  Scots  Natiou,  1711),  of  George  Crawford  (History 
of  the  Stewarts,  1710),  and  of  Duucan  Stewart  (Royal  Family  of  Scot- 
land, &c.,  1739),  should  have  been  repeated  in  the  Peeragea  of  Sir  Kobert 
Douglas  and  Mr  Wood,  as  well  as  in  later  worka.] 

Jauss  tub  Fiiisr,  Kino  of  Scotund,  before  his  return  from  England 
to  his  native  country,  from  a  captivity  of  eighteen  years,  married  Jane, 
daughter  of  John  Beaufort,  Earl  of  Si.)merset,  the  son  of  John  of  Gaunt, 
Duke  of  Beaufort,  fourth  aoii  of  Edward  III.,  King  of  England.  This 
was  in  February  1424.  At  the  time  when  the  King,  the  most  accom- 
plished of  our  monarcha,  waa  barbarously  murdered  at  Perth,  <m  the  2Ist 
Fehtitary  14.3C-7,  in  the  forty-fourth  year  of  his  age,  his  family  consiated 
of  a  son  and  six  daughters.  The  eldest  son,  Alexander,  having  died 
young,  James,  who  succeeded  to  the  throne,  was  bom  in  October  1430. 
The  widowed  Queen,  Jane  Beaufort,  survived  till  the  I5th  of  July  1449, 
having  married  for  her  second  husband,  in  1439,  Sir  James  Stewart, 
usually  called  the  Black  Enight  of  Lome,  by  whom  she  had  three 
suns,  John,  Earl  of  Atbule,  who  died  in  1512;  James,  Earl  of  Buchan 
(141)9-1500) ;  and  Andrew,  Bishop  of  Murray  (1482-1501). 

KiHG  Jaxeb  the  SeooND,  at  the  time  of  his  accession  to  the  throne, 
was  in  the  seventh  year  of  his  age.  In  1449  a  treaty  of  marriage  waa 
concluded  betwixt  him  and  Mary,  daughter  of  Arnold,  Duke  of  Gueklres, 
and  niece  of  Philip,  Duke  of  Burgundy.  The  youthful  princesa  in  the 
same  year  was  conducted  to  Scotland  by  the  Lord  de  la  Vere,  who  was 
chosen  for  this  purpose  bccauae,  as  the  historian  Matthieu  de  Coucy 
states,  he  was  powerful  in  marine  and  well  acquainted  with  the  passage 
by  sea,  besides  being  allied  to  the  King  of  Scotland,  bis  eon  having 
married  the  sister  of  the  said  King.  The  King,  it  is  well  known,  was 
killed  by  the  bursting  of  a  cannon  at  the  aiege  of  Roxburgh  Castle  on 
l!iB  3d  of  August  1460.     His  Queen,  the  founder  of  Trinity  College, 
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Edinburgh,  died  on  the  16th  of  November  1463.  Their  degogndmto  do 
not  require  to  be  enumerated. 

The  daughters  of  King  James  the  First  may  now  be  mentioBed  in  the 
probable  order  of  seniority. 

1.  Mabgahet,  the  eldest  daughter,  was  contracted  in  marriagie  with 
Louis,  Dauphin  of  France,  in  1480,  afterwards  known  as  Louis  XI.  In 
the  view  of  completing  the  marriage,  two  French  envoys  having  arrived 
in  Scotland,  in  the  year  1486  the  Princess  was  sent  to  France,  with  a 
fleet  consisting  of  three  large  ships^  and  six  barges,  under  the  command 
of  William  St  Clair,  Earl  of  Orkney,  Lord  Admiral  of  Scotland,  accom- 
panied with  a  large  retinue  of  persons  of  distinction  and  ladicB  of  rank. 
They  sailed  from  Dumbarton,  and  having  landed  at  Bochelle,  then  pro- 
ceeded to  Tours,  where  the  marriage  was  to  be  celebrated.  In  "  Lea  Honu- 
mens  de  la  Monarchic  Fran^ise,"  by  Montfaucon,  vol.  iiL  plate  38,  and 
in  Johnes's  '^  Illustrations  to  Monstrelet's  Chronicles,"  vol.  v.,  plate  23, 
the  arrival  of  the  Dauphiness  is  represented  from  an  illumination  in  ''the 
Colbert  MS."  of  Monstrelet.  Some  years  ago  I  examined  that  MS.,  but 
owing  to  some  wrong  reference  I  failed  to  observe  the  illumination ;  but 
in  the  interesting  collection  of  prints  and  drawings  illustrating  the  history 
of  France,  known  as  the  Recueil  de  Gaigni^res,  vol.  vi.  in  the  "  Biblio- 
th^ue  Imperiale,"  it  is  there  copied  in  fac-simile  with  this  title, ''  Entr§e 
de  Madame  la  Daupbine  Marguerite  Stuart,  femme  de  Louis,  Dauphin 
de  France,  depuis  le  Eoy  Louis  XL,  k  Tours  en  Juiii  1436.  Suivie  de 
Madame  de  la  Boche  et  de  plusieurs  autres  Dames :  les  Sgrs.  de  Maill6 
et  de  Gamache  estant  a  pied  prirent  sa  haquen^  des  deux  cotez  it  I'entr^ 
de  la  Ville,  et  la  couduisir§nt  jusqu'au  Ghasteau,  ou  estant  descendue, 
M*^  de  Yendosme  et  un  Gomte  d'Escosse  lui  donn^rent  la  main,  et  la 
men^rent  en  haut."  Piukerton,  in  reference  to  the  portrait  engraved  in 
Montfaucon,  says,  "  The  likeness  may  be  verified  by  the  plate  next  given 
from  the  same  MS.,  and  which  presents  a  genuine  portrait  of  Charles  VII." 
At  this  time  the  Dauphin  being  twelve  and  the  Princess  eleven 
years  of  age,  and  so  both  within  age  by  the  pontifical  law,  a  dispensa- 
tion was  granted  by  Philip,  Archbishop  of  Turonno  or  Tours  as  Diocesan, 
on  the  13th  of  June,  and  the  marria^^e  took  place  on   the  6th  of  July 

*  Forduni  Scoticlirouicon,  vol.  ii.  p.  485. 
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1436.  TLia  alliance  proved  unfortunote,  partly  Irom  the  malignant 
cbaracter  of  her  husband  (whose  character  is  well  delineated  in  "  Quen- 
tin  Durward");  and  her  death  in  August  1445,  in  her  22d  year, 
without  issue,  was  hastened  by  some  slanderouB  reports,  Monstrelet, 
or  the  author  of  the  third  book  of  his  Chronicles,  briefly  notices  her 
death,  and  that  of  hermother  the  Queen  Dowager;  she  (the  Daupbiness) 
dying  at  Chilons,  in  Champaigne,  to  the  great  sorrow  of  all  who  knew 
her,  for  she  was  a  beautiful  and  good  lady  (et  fut  grand  dommage  de  la 
mort,  car  elle  estoit  belle  et  bonne  dame).'  In  the  same  chapter  he 
adds,  "About  the  same  time  two  daughters  of  the  £ing  of  Scotland 
arrived  in  France,  expecting  to  find  their  sister  the  Dauphiness  alive,  for 
she  had  desired  them  to  come  to  her,  that  she  might  marry  them.  On 
their  landing  in  Flanders  they  first  learned  of  the  death  of  the  Queen 
of  Scotland  their  mother  (lAth  July  144ij),  and  also  liow  their  sister  the 
Dauphine-Bs  had  deceased  at  Chftlons,  for  which  they  were  exceedingly 
distresaed  (dont  elles  furent  moult  desol&es).  But  the  French  monarch 
(Charles  VII.)  received  them  with  jiarental  affection  ;  he  ordered  them 
to  be  wwted  on  by  the  servants  of  the  late  Dauphiness,  and  to  have  the 
same  establishment,  at  his  expense,  until  other  arrangements  should  be 
made,  or  they  should  be  married.'  He  even  proposed  to  obtain  a  dispen- 
sation for  marrying  the  eldest  of  them  to  the  Dauphin, 

The  Princess  Margaret  was  not  only  a  patroness  of  men  of  letters,  but 
was  herself  proficient  in  French  poetry ;  and  it  is  mentioned  in  the  de- 
positions concerning  the  cause  of  death,  that  she  would  sit  up  all  night 
writing  rondeaux  and  ballads.'  The  story  of  the  Dauphiness  and  Alain 
Cbartier,  the  French  poet,  is  well  known.  On  passing  through  the  gallery 
of  the  palace,  and  finding  him  asleep,  she  stooped  dowa  and  kissed  him  ; 
obeerving  to  her  ladies  in  attendance,  who  had  made  some  remark  on 
the  impropriety  of  the  proceeding,  that  she  did  not  kiss  tJie  man,  but 
the  mouth  which  bad  uttered  so  many  fine  things.  This  kiss,  eays 
Menage,  who  recites  the  incident,  will  immortalize  her. 

In  the  Fairfax  MS.  of  Fordun's  "  Scotichronicon,"  with  the  continua- 
tion usually  but  most  erroneously  attributed  to  Bishop  Elphingston,  there 

1  ChronlqiKis,  fa;.,  tome  iii.  p.  2.  Puib  1672,  folio :  Johueas  trsnalntion,  vol,  iii. 
p.  389.  '  III.  p.  3  and  p.  390,  "  Du  Cloa,  Hist,  de  Louis  XI.,  vol.  iii. 


92  PROCEBDTNOS  OF  THB  SOCIBTY  OF 

is  preserved  part  of  a  poem  in  Scottish  veise,  from  a  French  epitaph 
placed  upon  her  tomb,  entitled  Lamentatio  Domini  Daljpkini  Franeim  pro 
morie  Uxoris  8uoBy  dictce  Margareta,  and  translated,  it  is  said,  at  the  com- 
mand of  her  brother  King  James  the  Second.  The  transcriber  however 
says,  as  this  complaint  "  was  but  a  fained  thing,"  he  had  copied  only  a 
portion  of  it ;  and  indeed  it  is  sufficiently  prolix  and  dull.  This  portion 
of  the  Fairfax  MS.,  preserved  in  the  Bodleian  Library,  was  printed  for 
the  Maitland  Club,  edited  by  the  Bev.  Joseph  Stevenson,  under  the  title  of 
""  The  Life  and  Death  of  King  James  the  First  of  Scotland."  1837.  4to. 

The  same  continuator,  who  appears  to  have  been  one  of  the  household 
of  the  Dauphiness,  and  to  have  accompanied  her  in  the  voyage  to  France, 
expresses  his  own  lamentations  for  the  fate  of  such  an  amiable  and  accom- 
plished Princess,  cut  ofif  in  the  flower  of  her  age.  "  Sed  heu,  proh  dolor  I 
quod  me  oporteat  scribere  quod  dolenter  refero  de  ejus  morte  .  .  .  Nam 
ego,  qui  scribo  hsBc,  vidi  cam  omni  die  vivam,  cum  Bege  Francisd  et 
Begina  ludentem,  et  per  novem  annos  (1486-1445)  sic  continuantem." 
He  adds,  that  witliin  the  short  course  of  eight  days  he  had  seen  her  in 
health,  and  then  dead  and  embalmed,  and  her  leaden  coffin  placed  in  a 
tomb  at  the  corner  of  the  high  altar  of  the  Cathedral  Church  of  Ch&lons, 
until,  as  the  King  said,  it  should  be  removed  and  placed  along  with  the 
kings  and  queens  of  France  in  the  Abbey  of  St  Denis.  Paradin,  in  1561, 
states,  that  her  body  remained  in  the  great  church  of  Ch&lons  until  the 
reign  of  Louis  XI.,  when  it  was  brought  to  the  Abbey  of  St  Laon  de 
Thenars  in  Poitou,  where  it  lies.* 

2.  Isabella  was  the  second  daughter. — ^In  the  year  1441,  an  embassy 
arrived  from  Bretagne  or  Brittany  to  propose  a  marriage  between  Francis, 
Count  de  Montford,  son  and  heir  of  John,  Duke  of  Bretagne,  and  Isabella, 
sister  to  the  King.  The  arrangements  were  finally  concluded ;  Yoland 
of  Anjou,  the  Count's  first  wife,  having  died  in  1440,  and  their  only  son 
had  predeceased  her.  On  the  return  of  this  embassy,  as  related  by 
Argentre,  in  his  "  History  of  Brittany,"  and  by  later  writers,  the  Duke 
asking  the  opinion  of  the  envoys  of  the  lady,  they  answered,  that  the 
young  Princess  had  beauty,  healtli,  and  an  elegant  person,  and  one 
likely  enough  to  have  children,  but  that  she  spoke  little,  apparently 

*  AUiances  Gcncalogiqueu  dcs  Roib  et  Princes  do  GaiiU',  p.  111.;  Lious,  1561,  folio- 
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from  great  Bimplicity.  The  Duie  n^plied,  "  My  TriendB,  return  to  Scotland 
and  bring  her  hither:  she  is  just  such  a  person  as  I  wish  for  my  son. 
Knowledge  or  cleveroeBB  does  a  woman  more  hurt  than  good  ;  upon  my 
soul,  I  shall  have  no  other.  By  the  body  of  St  Nicliolns,  I  esteem  a 
woman  wise  enough  when  she  can  make  a  distinction  between  her  hus- 
band's shirt  and  his  doublet."  The  Princess  leabella,  accompanied  with  a 
number  of  lords  and  ladies  of  Scotland,  landed  at  the  Chasteau  d'Aurai, 
on  the  30th  of  October  1442,  and  after  the  marriage  ceremony  the  whole 
Court  proceeded  to  Rennes,  where  they  were  received  with  great  state, 
the  festivities  lasting  for  eight  days.  Her  husband,  upon  the  death  of 
his  father  who  uttered  the  preceding  nngallant  speech,  had  succeeded  in 
the  month  of  August  to  the  duchy,  by  the  style  of  Francis  I.  She 
appears  to  have  been  a  person  of  good  sense  and  discretion.  Upon  the 
death  of  her  sister  Margaret,  Dauphiness  of  France,  in  1445,  she  wrote  a 
French  song,  which  has  been  printed  from  a  beautifully  illuminated 
Prayer-book,  or  volume  of  Hours,  "  Livre  de  Prieres  d'lsabeau  d'Es- 
coBse,"  preserved  in  the  Imperial  Library  at  Paris.  This  volume 
also  contains  her  own  portrait  in  miniature  and  that  of  bor  husband. 
Both  are  copied  in  the  "  Recueil  de  Gaigniferee,"  vol.  vi.,  and  likewise  two 
others  from  a  painted  glass  window  in  the  chapel  of  our  Lady  De  hon 
Seeoan  aitx  Gordeliera  de  Nantee.  In  Lobiueau'8  "  Histoire  de  Bretagne" 
(tome  i.  p.  619)  is  an  engraving  of  her  portrait,  which  Pinkerton  has 
copied  ID  his  "IconographiaScotica."  In  1450,  the  Docheas  Isabella  waa 
left  a  widow,  with  two  daughters,  who,  failing  her  brother  James  the 
Second  and  hia  issue,  were  the  nearest  heirs  to  tbo  throne  of  Scotland. 
Overtures  wero  made  for  a  second  marriage  with  the  Prince  of  Navarre, 
but  the  scheme  was  abandoned  in  consequence  of  the  disapproval  of 
Charles  VII.  of  France.  Margaret,  the  eldest  of  the  two  daughters, 
married  her  cousin  Francis,  second  of  the  name,  Duke  of  Bretagne,  but 
died  without  issue  in  14G9.  Marie,  the  second  daughter,  married  John, 
Viscount  de  Rohan.  From  him,  as  Mr  Riddell  in  his  MS.  notes  says, 
"  many  high  and  princely  families  are  descended,  some  of  whom  quarter 
the  royal  arms  of  Scotland."  Mr  Riddell  also,  by  references  to  Anselme'a 
great  work,*  "  Histoire   Genealogique  et  Chronologique  de  la  Maison 


'  PatJB.  1726-^3,  9  Tol.  folio. 
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Royale  de  France,"  anJ  to  Dom  Hyaeinthe  Jlorice's,  "  Uemoires  pour 
servirde  preRyeBal'HiBtoirede  Bretagiie,'''  poiuteout  that  Tliomos  Spens, 
Bishopof  Giilloway  and  Keeper  of  the  Privy  Seal, and  Thoman  tie  CraaBton 
deeodem,  were  eeut  as  special  amba8§adors  in  1452,  to  ascertain  the  claims 
and  rights  of  the  Duchess  I^ahella  and  ber  daughters.  The  deeds  are 
long  and  interesting,  and  there  is  likewise  the  Kong's  formal  letter  on  the 
subject,  dated  4Lh  January  1452.  A  letter  addreaaed  by  ber  to  Charles 
VII.  is  hero  printed,  at  p.  09.  The  Duchess  Isabella  survived  three 
Dukes  of  Brittany  in  Bucceseion  to  ber  husband,  and  died  at  an  advanced 
age,  in  the  year  1494, 

3,  Johanna  or  Janet,  as  now  ascertained  by  the  terms  of  the  Uorton 
Charter,  waa  the  third  daughter.  In  the  year  1445,  as  already  stated, 
she  and  her  sister  Eleonora  vrere  in  France ;  and  that  they  remained 
there  for  two  years  appears  from  a  MS.  now  in  the  British  Museum,  en- 
titled "  Compte  dea  DespenseB  de  Jeanne  et  Alienor,  eoeurs  de  Marguerite 
(I'EscoBse,  premiere  femme  de  Louis  XI.,  Anno  1+47,  20  leaves  large  4to. 
This  title  muBt  have  been  subsequently  added,  as  the  Dauphin's  succession 
to  the  throne  of  France  was  not  till  14G0.  This  Jeanne  or  Johanna  having 
returned  to  Scotland,  was  afterwards  married  to  James  Douglasof  Dalkeith, 
created  Earl  of  Morton  by  King  James  the  Second,  14th  March  1457-8, 
A  royal  charter  was  granted  to  James,  Earl  of  Morton,  and  Johanna 
sister  of  the  King,  of  the  lands  of  Easter  and  Wester  Balhartane,  13th 
May  !4o9.  Their  isBUe  were  John,  second  Earl  of  Morton,  and  two 
daughters — Margaret,  married  to  Sir  Patrick  Hepburn  of  Hailes,  created 
Earl  of  Bothwell  in  1480-1;  and  Janet,  to  Thomas,  Lord  Erskine. 
The  Lady  Johanna  must  have  died  before  the  year  1490,  the  date  of  the 
marriage- con  tract  of  a  daughter  of  the  Earl  of  Huntly. 

4.  ELGONonA  or  Alibnob  may  be  considered  to  have  been  the  fourth 
daughter.  She  probably  remained  in  France  after  her  sister  Johannii, 
as  already  stated,  bad  returned  to  Scotland  in  1447,  In  that  ye* 
Kleonora  of  Scotland  accompanied  the  Queen  of  France  in  n  pilgrimage 
to  St  Michel.  In  the  following  year  she  was  contractfd  i; 
Sigismund,  Archduke  of  Austria,  and  the  ceremony  probably  t< 
in  1449.    Oharies  the  Seventli  of  France,  who  evinced  a 
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tbe  fate  of  these  young  laUies,  addre§sed  b  letter  to  tlie  Arclidnke  Sigie- 
mund  expiessing  his  Eatisfactioo  at  the  proposed  alliance.  A  copy  of 
this  letter  is  ^ven  in  tbe  Appendis  (in/Va,  p.  98). 

This  lady,  like  her  two  eldest  sisters,  inherited  tbeir  father's  love  of 
literature.  Her  huabaud  not  being  remarkable  for  learniag,  and  ignorant 
of  tbe  French  language,  but  fond  of  romancee  and  works  of  fiction,  tbe 
name  of  tbe  Arehducheaa  is  connected  with  the  popular  work  entitled 
"  The  History  of  the  King's  Son  of  Kalicia,  named  Pontus,  and  the  beau- 
tiful Sydonia;  which  history  by  the  high-born  lady,  Lady  Heleonora, 
bom  Queen  from  Scotland,  ArehduchoEB  of  Austria,  was  from  the  French 
tongue  into  Dutch  (German)  transferred." 

("  Da^  buch  vnd  lobliche  Histori  von  dem  edelen  Kunigs  Sun  anas  Ga- 
licia  genant  Pontns,  audi  von  der  echenen  Sydonia  kunigen  au^  Pritania. 
Welclie  hiatori  gar  lustig  vnd  gar  kurtzweylig  tzu  beren  ist. — Woliche 
hystori  die  {lurchleuehtig  und  hochgebome  fraw  fraw  Heleonora  gehome 
knniginne  auss  Schottenlande  Ertzhertzogin  zu  Osterreich  loblicb  von 
Frantzosiger  zungen  in  Teutsch  gotranssferieret  und  gemaeht  hat,  ice") 
Tbe  French  original  paRsed  through  several  editions  between  (about) 
1480  and  1550.'  A  MS.  copy  of  tbe  German  translation,  preaerred  in 
tbe  library  of  Gotba,  bears  the  dat«  14<j5;  but  it  eeenia  alao  to  Lave 
obtained  an  extensive  circulation  in  a  printed  form.  The  earliest  edition 
described  by  Hain,  printed  at  Augaburg  in  1485,  I  have  not  seen; 
but  books  of  this  class  are  now  of  the  great«Bt  rarity,  and  even  in  the 
Imperial  Library  at  Vienna  (that  most  extenaive  and  precious  collection 
of  books  printed  during  the  fifteenth  century),  where  all  the  edilions  of 
'  such  a  work  miglit  have  naturiilly  been  expected  lo  be  preserved,  upon 
inquiry  a  few  years  ogo,  I  could  discover  only  the  later  editions  of  1539 
I  and  1^48.  At  the  aale  of  Dr  Eloss's  library,  I  waa  fortunate  enough  to 
\  procure  an  edition  printed  at  Augsburg  1491,  folio,  unknown  to  Hain, 
who  has  described  a  subsequent  edition,  also  printed  at  Augsburg  in 
1498.  There  arc  aubscquent  impiesaiona  at  Strasburg  of  the  datea  1509, 
4to,andI-'..^i  r„i„-,-  Fr„„vrr>..  iMS,  folio;  ami  at  Hamburgh,  in  &««- 
»/■■  It  is  likewise  included  among  old 

i.  -  .  .t  edition,  rol.  iii.  p.  812. 

Ill'  ■  .1  iv  y.  HG-O:  Ebert's  AligemeineB  Bih- 
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Grennan  prose  romances,  in  Biisching's  and  Hagen's  "  Bach  der  Liebe/' 
Berlin,  1809,  8vo.  <fec. 

The  Archduchess  Eleonora  having  died  without  issue  daring  her  hus- 
band's life,  he  had,  in  1480,  for  his  second  wife,  Catherine,  daughter  of 
Albert  of  Saxony.  In  Coxe's  "  History  of  the  House  of  Austria,''  he  is 
called  the  poorest  prince  of  his  time,  and  it  is  added,  that  he  left  only  a 
numerous  illegitimate  offspring. 

5.  Mart,  I  suppose,  was  the  fifth  daughter.  Mr  Biddell  is  of  opinion 
that  she  was  the  sixth  or  youngest  daughter ;  but  having  been  married 
several  years  before  her  sister  Annabella,  we  may  be  warranted  in  reckon^ 
ing  her  as  senior.  On  the  marriage  of  King  James  the  Second  with 
Mary  of  Gueldres,  in  June  1449,  she  was  escorted  on  her  voyage  to  Scot- 
land, as  already  stated,  by  the  Lord  de  Yere  or  Campvere,  whose  son  is 
expressly  named  as  brother-in-law  to  the  King.  This  wblb  Wolfred  van 
Borselen,  afterwards  Lord  de  Campvere  in  Zealand  and  Earl  of  Buchan 
in  Scotland,  or,  as  Oliver  de  la  Marche  calls  him,  "  Seigneur  de  Vere,  un 
mout  puissant  et  notable  chevalier  Zelandois.**  The  Princess  Mary  having 
died  without  issue  before  1468,  her  husband's  connexion  with  this  country 
ceased,  and  the  Earldom  of  Buchan  did  not  continue  in  the  family,  al- 
though the  title  was  not  dropped  at  the  time ;  but  it  was  conferred,  in 
1469,  on  James  Stewart,  the  King's  uncle,  as  already  mentioned  at  p.  89. 

In  regard  to  her  husband,  Mr  Hiddell  says,  ^^  Wolfred  married  as  a 
second  wife,  Charlotte  of  Bourbon,  daughter  of  Louis,  Count  of  Bourbon- 
Montpensier,  third  son  of  John  I.,  Duke  of  Bourbon.^  Of  this  marriage 
there  was  an  only  daughter  and  heiress,  Anna  van  Borselen,  who,  under 
the  name  of  Anne,  Princess  of  Campvere,  is  greatly  celebrated  by  Erasmus 
for  her  beauty,  generosity,  and  other  fine  accomplishments.  She  must 
likewise  have  been  a  learned  lady,  for  some  of  his  Latin  epistles  are  ad- 
dressed to  her.  In  conformity  with  this  partly,  Anselme,  in  his  noted 
French  genealogical  work  (vol.  i.  p.  314),  states  that  Charlotte  de  Bour- 
bon, youngest  daughter  of  Louis  de  Bourbon,  Count  of  Moutpensier  and 
Clermont,  was  afterwards  married  by  contract,  ITtli  June  1468,  to  Wol- 

'  "  Actually  head  of  the  royal  house  of  Bour])on,  afterwards  Kings  of  France  ;  but 
hero  there  is  an  error  in  some  degree,  for  Charlotte  w;is  not  daughter  of  Duke  John^ 
but  of  Louis  de  Bourbon,  Count  of  Mont})onsicr  and  Clermont,  as  Anselme  truly 
transmits.    Louis,  however,  was  a  cadet  of  the  illustrious  house  of  Bourbon." 
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e  Boreeleii,  i 
Cbampogae  ot  ile  Boncan  e 


i  VtTP  en  HolUtiil,  CVunle  Je  Grimdprfi 


I  EscOBse, "  Miirabal  uf  Frikinie  ;  aDil  tliat  he 
died  in  1487  and  left  two  dauglittre,  tlie  eldest  of  whom  he  explicitly 
stylM  "  Anno  de  Borselle  dame  de  U  Vers  (same  as  Campvere)  fille 
oioee  de  Wolfart  de  Borselle,  Seigneur  do  la  Vere.  Comte  de  Grondpr6 
en  Champagne  et  de  Boncan  en  Bscosse,  Marecbal  de  France,"  Knight  of 
the  Golden  Ftoeee,  and  of  Charlotte  de  Bourbon- Montponsier  {Ihid.  vol. 
i.  p.  255,  ISlo) ;  which  Auae,  as  be  states  and  is  well  kuown,  married  in 
1478,  l8t,  Philip  of  Burgundy,  Lord  of  Bemer  in  Flanders  de  la  Vere, 
Chamberlain  of  Masimilian,  King  of  the  Romans,  Kuigbt  of  the  Golden 
Floece;  and  afterwards,  2dly,  Louis,  Viscomto  de  Montford ;  but  the  fact 
of  this  Anne  de  Borselle,  the  issue  only  of  Wolfart  do  Borselle,  Count  of 
Buchan,  andbyhisiosf  wife  Charlotte  de  Bourbon,  having  succeeded  hiin 
ID  his  Netherland  estates,  further  confinns  the  fact  of  his  having  uo  surviv- 
ing iBBue  at  least,  or  ropresentativea,  by  his  Jint  one.  the  FrinceBs  of 
Scotland." 

6,  AsNiBBLtA  was  apparently  the  sixth  and  youngest  daughter.  She 
WM  contracted  in  marriage  with  Louis  i»f  Savoy,  tjieo  eight  years  of  age, 
at  Stirling,  on  the  14th  December  1444,  In  the  letter  of  Charles  VII. 
of  France  in  1448,  the  Comte  of  Savoy  and  the  Duke  of  Bretagne  are 
named  aa  already  married  (or  betrothed)  to  two  of  the  sistere  of  his 
daughter-in-law.  In  the  year  1455  the  young  PriQcess  was  conducted 
into  Savoy  for  the  accomplishment  of  the  marriage;  but  from  some 
QQexplained  reason  the  French  king  interfered,  and  prevented  this  al- 
liance taking  place.  To  settle  this  matter,  Thomas,  Bishop  of  Cal- 
loway, and  the  Chancellor  of  Savoy  were  appointed  commissioners,  and 
liiey  consented  to  the  'lissolution  of  the  marriage,  in  the  presence  of 
Charles  VII.,  on  the  3d  of  March  145J> — Louis,  Duke  of  Savoy,  agreeing 
to  pay  25,IJOO  crowns  of  gold  for  the  dommaget  el  inlerets  de  I'epouae, 
and  for  the  expense  of  her  conduct  back  to  Scotland.'  This  arrange- 
ment was  approved  of  by  Jamea  the  Second,  by  his  letters  patent, 
here  snbjoiued  (injrn,  p.  100),  dated  at  Perth  the  7tb  of  May  1456.  She 
became,  in  March  1459-60,  the  second  wife  of  George,  se-cond  Earl  of 
Hontly;  and  by  her  he  had  four  sons  and  six  daughters.     But  notwitb- 

•  Ouicbenon,  Ilistoiro  (leneul.  de  k  RoynJe  Mniiion  de  Savoii',  tome  ii.  p.  3,  edit. 
Turin  1778,  folio. 
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standing  this  alliance,  her  ill  fate  pursued  her,  she  being  legaUy  divorced 
from  her  husband  by  a  sentence  pronounced  in  the  year  1471 ;  which 
proceeded  upon  the  ground  of  consanguinity  with  his  first  wife,  ElizabeUiy 
Countess  of  Murray,  the  two  ladies  being  within  the  third  and  fourUi 
degrees.  The  documents  proving  this  were  examined  by  Hr  Biddell 
many  years  ago  in  the  Gordon  Charter-chest  at  Grordon  Castle  ;^  and  he 
gave  a  detailed  account  of  them  in  his  '^  Tracts,  Legal  and  Historical," 
1835,  pp.  81,  &c.  They  have  since  been  described  or  printed  among 
the  '^  Gordon  Papers''  in  the  Miscellany  of  the  Spalding  Club,' edited 
by  John  Stuart,  Esq.,  secretary. 

APPENDIX. 

No.  1. 

Epistola  Caboli  Franc.  Eeois  Sigismundo  Duci  Austrls:  Oratum  9e 
habere  testatur  Matrimonmm  cum  filia  Begis  Scotorum^  1448.  Ex 
MS.  D.  d'Herouval. 

Carolus,  &c.  IlluBtri  Principi  Sigismundo  Duci  AustriaB  carissimo  filio, 
ac  dilectissimo  Consanguineo  nostro  salutem,  zelique  filialis  dilectionem. 
lUustris  Princeps,  filique  carissime,  directos  jamdiu  ad  nostrum  pre- 
scntiam  caros  ac  nobis  dilectos  Ludovicum  Beuso  Militcm,  Prseceptorem 
Comitatus  de  Tyreul,'  et  Haveze  Pachel  Consiliarios  ac  Ambaxiatores 
vestros  advenisse  benigne,  litterasque  per  ipsos  vestri  ex  parte  nobis  pre- 
sentatas,  l83to  animo  suscepimus,  eosque  ad  plenum  super  credentia 
earundem  tractatum  matrimonii  inter  vos,  carissime  Fill,  ac  illustrem 
sororem  consanguineamque  nostram  Alisnor  filiam  serenissimonim 
quondam  Hegis,  necnon  sororem  Begis  prsBsentis  Scotomm,  noBtromm 
carissimorum  fratrum,  tangente,  placidis  auribus  audivimns.  Qaft  in  I6 
postquamplures,  prsesenti  in  materia  dilationes,  tum  quia  consentnui  dieti 
carissimi  fratris  nostri  Scotorum  Begis  erat  necessarius,  ad  dym  pni> 
sentiam  quosdam  nobis  fidos  destinavimus,  qui  (prout  nobis  nimtittfinal) 

1  Charter  to  George,  Lord  Gordon,  son  of  Alexander,  Earl  of  Him4||j 
bella  his  spouse,  sistcr-german  of  the  King,  of  200  marks  of  tt#/] 
10th  March  1469-60  (Reg.  Mag.  Sig.  lib.  v.  No.  91). 

*  Vol.  iv  pp.  xxviii.-xxxi.,  128-131. 
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rem  gratam  acceptamquo  habuit :  turn  ctiam  id  curiHaintix  coiisanguineie 
sostris  BritanniFe  et  Sabaudiie  Ducibus,  qiiibus  sorores  ejuedem  caris- 
einuD  noetrie  Alienor  juBctie  sunt,  notificavinius:  quod  lands ve runt, 
et  huic  open  ob  ferrentein  animum  qiiem  ad  vestram  personam  gerimua, 
eJ08  snccessDii  tanqiiam  pro  filio  proprio  prospere  optanteB,  tantam  ad- 
hiberi  diligentiam  fecimus,  quod  sponsalia  per  verba  de  futuro  inter  vob 
et  pnefatam  quam  cariRsimam  Consangnineam  noetram,  Bub  certis  con- 
ditionibuB  et  modifii^ationibus  cowtracta  fuere.  Verum  quia  intra  quatuor 
monBlnm  spatium  vestram  ratlhabitionem,  Becundum  ea  que  agitata  eunt, 
&d  coDBummatioDem  hujiiB  inatrimonii  mittere  tonemini,  vestris  Ambaxia- 
toribus  utiliua  viBum  fuit  impra?Bentiarum  prtefatum  Haveze  Pachel  ves- 
tram  ad  peiaonam  fore  trans  mil  ten  ilum,  per  qucm  latius  super  omnibus 
poteritiB  informari,  quam  multo  longior  RcHptnra  contiaeret.  Datum  in 
Monte-aureo  propo  LaverdJDi. 

(Vetemm  aliquot  Scriptorum,  qui  in  Tallin  fiibliothecis,  maxime  Bene- 
dictoram  latuerant,  Spicilegium.  Tomus  Septimne — prodeunt — opera  et 
Btndio  Domni  Lucie  Dacborii,  p.  252,  ParisiiB,  166G,  4to.) 


Lettre  de  la  ] 


n  ItoT  DB  FitANcB,  1453. 


Mon  tr&8-redoubt6  Seigneur — Je  ma  recommauB  a  vostre  boune  grace 
tant  et  ai  trus- humble  me  nt  que  plus  puis.  Et  vous  plaise  B^avoir,  mon 
trfes-redoubtS  Seigneur,  quej'ai  receu  voa  lettres  qu'il  voua  a  pleu  ra'esfirirei 
et  oy  ce  que  Maistre  Guy  Vernart  Archidiocre  de  Toura,  vostre  Coii- 
MiUer  m'a  dit  de  par  voub.  De  quoy  et  de  la  bonne  visitation  lionorablo 
qui  da  par  voua  m'a  fistS  faicto  de  tout  mon  cueur  trSs-humblement  vous 
remercie.  Mon  tr&a-rodoubte  Seigneur,  je  me  merveille  des  rappora  que 
on  TODS  doit  avoir  faitdemoy,  ainsi  que  vostre  dit  Coneeiller  m'a  dit:  car 
veritabloment  ce  sont  choaes  controuvees.  Je  voub  certifBe  que  puis  le 
tre«pa8  de  Monseigneur,  &  qui  Dien  pardoint,  bean-frSre  de  Bretaigne 
m'a  si  honorablement  et  favorablement  traicteo  en  tout  mon  estat  et 
Butres  mes  affaires,  que  j'ay  cause  de  m'en  louor  tl  voub,  Ek  Monseigneur 
moD  fr^re  le  Roy  d'Escossc,  et  a  tous  mes  autres  Seigneurs,  parens  et 
araia,  nc  jamaia  m'a  oale  faict  chose  dotit  je  mc  doye  douloir,  quelqne 
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rapport  qn'oD  vous  ait  faict  an  contraiie.  A  qnoy  je  Tons  snpply  Ms- 
humblement  qu'il  vous  plaise  n'ajoiiBter  foy.  Et  quant  Ton  m'eiut  fait 
chose  que  bien  h  point  je  le  vous  ensae  fait  s^voir.  Hais  Dieu  men^, 
et  la  vraye  amour  qui  continnellement  a  estd  et  est  entre  men  dit  bean 
frdre  de  Bretaigne  et  moy,  je  n'ay  en  cause  de  ce  faiiei  youb  suppliant, 
mon  tr^-redoubte  Seigneur,  que  quant  votre  plaisir  sera  de  expedier 
TEvesque  de  Galoy,  qu'il  vous  plaise  de  vostre  grace  escriie  et  certiffier  oes 
cboses  ^  mon  dit  Seigneur  et  fr^re  d'Escoce,  et  ravertir  de  soy  acquitter 
vers  moy  du  dot  de  mon  maiiage,  en  quoy  il  m'est  tenu,  dent  je  n'en 
jamais  rien :  car  vostre  rescription  m'y  sera  tr^honoiable  et  pronfitable. 
Et  vous  plaise  tousjours  m'avoir  et  tenir  en  vos  bonne  grace  et  souvenance. 
Et  me  mandez  et  commandez  tousjours  vos  bons  plaisirs  pour  les  ac- 
complir  et  y  obeir.  Mon  tr^-redoubt6  Seigneur,  je  pry  Dieu  qu'il  vous 
doint  tr^s-bonne  vie  et  longue.  Escript  h  Bonnes  ce  14  jour  d'AviiL 
(Et  au  has  la  souscription  est)  Vostre  tr^-humble  et  obeissante  niessoe  la 
Duchesse  de  Bretaigne,  (et  ainsi  signi) 

TSABBAU. 

(La  mperscrtption  est)  A  mon  tr5s-redoubte  Seigneur  Monseigneur  la 
Roy.  Cbamb.  des  Comptes  de  Paris.  (Morice,  Memoires  pour  servir  de 
Preuves  &  I'Histoire  de  Bretagne,  tome  ii.,  col.  1629.) 


No.  3. 

Lettbes  de  Jacques  Eoi  d'Escosse,  par  lesquelles  il  consent  d  la  BeschUion 
des  PromessBs  du  Mariage  d^ Anne-Belle  sa  SoeuVj  et  de  Louis  de 
SavoiCy  Comte  de  Oeneve,  1456.  (Tir4s  de  la  Chambre  des  Comptes 
de  Savoie.) 

Jacobus  Dei  Gratia  Eex  Scotorum,  universis  et  singulis  ad  quomm 
notitiam  prassentes  LitersB  pervenerint,  Salutem.  Sciatis  nos  intdlezisse 
pleneque  concepisse  effectus,  conventiones  et  concordias  initas  et  £aotai  in 
Oppido  Gannasii  die  vigesima  tertia  mensis  Martii,  anno  Domini  milk- 
simo  quadringentesimo  quinquagesimo  quinto,  seoundmii  Bi9fjfi 
computationem  inter  Beverendum  in  Ghristo  patnv 
CandidsB  Casae,  Consiliarium,  et  Anbassiat' 
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ftd  hoc  Bpecialiter  deputatum,  et  Egregiuni  Virum  Domliitte' Joifobun  de 
ComitibuB  de  Valpergua  Can  cell  arium,  ac  Procuralorem  'IRvitTu 
Principis  iMdovici  Ducia  Sahaudi(g,  ad  hoc  etiam  Bpecialiter  deputatnca 
super  receptione  et  reductione  Inclitie  Sororis  no8tr»  Germanffi  Aonie- 
bellas  ad  Kegnum  Dostrum,  necnon  de  consenBU  partium  infra  Bcrip- 
tarum,  ad  diBSolveudum  ot  acquittandum  omDes  conventionef,  contiactus 
et  appunctuameuta  Buper  matrimonio  contrabendo  inter  protfatam  nos- 
tram  Inclytam  Germanara  Anna-l)eUam  et  Luilovicnm  aecuDdogeoitum 
pnedicti  lllustrisBimi  Ducia  Sabaudiu;  Coinitem  GebenDarum,  alias  babita, 
Btipulata  aut  compromiBsa,  ac  etiam  super  acquittatione  BumniEBTiginti 
quinque  milUuin  Bcuttinim  auri,  pro  damnis,  expensis  et  ioteresBe  et 
statu  diet*  sororia  noatrae,  manutenendo  nobia  et  dictte  ooBtia;  Borori 
per  dictum  IIIustrtBsimum  Ducem  Sabaudite  concessse,  proiit  in  Inatru- 
mentis  publiciB  desuper  coQfectia  latiuB  continetur.  Qiins  quidem  con- 
ventionem  et  concordianij  per  priedictos  ProcuratoreB  et  procuratorio 
nomine  facias,  eecundum  vim,  formam  et  continentiam  eammdem  lauda- 
muB,  approbamus,  ratificamua  et  confirmamus.  Datum  tiub  magno 
sigillo  nostro  apud  Perth.  Septima  die  meosis  Mail,  auQo  Domini  mil- 
lestmo  quad rin gen tesimo  quinquageaimo  sexto,  et  regni  noatri  vtceBtmo. 
(Gttichenon,  Hiatoire  Genealogique  de  la  Eoyale  Maiaon  de  Savoie ; 
PieoTCB.     Tome  iv.  p.  386.) 


NOTICE  OF  BRONZK  RELICS,  kc.  FOUND  IN  THE  ISLE  OF  SK1B. 
Bv  JOHN  ALEX.  SMITH,  M.D.,  F.S.A.  Sc'OT. 

In  tlie  montliB  of  October  and  November  last  I  viaited  tbe  Isle  of 
Skye ;  and  at  Armadale  Castle,  tbe  Bight  Honourable  Lord  Maodonald 
kindly  showed  me  various  bronze  relics  in  lits  poBseBsion,  of  which  I 
made  rough  sketches ;  these  I  now  lay  before  the  Society. 
The  first  I  shall  notice  ia  a  group  of  weapons  belonging  to  a  very 
ktly  period,  consisting  of  a  Bronze  Sword,  two  Bronze  Spear-beads, 
ud  m  long,  narrow,  pointed  Pin  of  Bronze.  They  were  found,  some 
■.  by  a  man  while  cutting  peats,  about  four  miles 
'  AjTiiudale  Castle,  and  about  half  a  mile  from 
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lbe>_Bea-«c>t^*^*.oif  the  uortb  aide  of  the  Poiot  of  Sletit,  bt;twe«ii  the 
,.i'^Tm\o(  CfilU'im,  and  Achnacloich,  The  Bronze  Lenf-sliaped  Bword  is 
':-baiiitifuUy  formed;  it  measures  22|  inches  in  length  by  IJ  inch  at 
itfl  greatutit  breadth  of  blade,  and  2  inches  across  the  upper  part  of  the 
handlo ;  there  is  u  perforation  through  the  middle  of  the  handle,  with 
two  shallow  depressions  above  and  one  below,  on  each  side,  by  means  of 
which  the  outer  handle  of  wood  or  bone  had  been  attached.  It  ia  of  the 
usual  type  of  those  found  in  various  parts  of  the  country,  but  of  rather 
more  than  ordinary  elegance  in  its  shape  and  finish,  and  considerably 
resembles  iti  its  details  two  specimens  iu  the  Museum,  which  were  found, 
during  tlie  construction  of  the  Queen's  Drive  in  1846,  on  the  southern 
slope  of  Arthur  Seat. 

The  two  Bronze  Spear-heads,  one  of  which  only  is  shown  in  the  draw- 
ing, are  almust  exactly  alike,  measuring  7g  inches  in  length  and  IJ 


inch  across  the  witlest  part  of  the  cusp.  The  socket  in  which  the  shaft 
had  been  fixed  forms  about  half  the  length  of  the  spear-head ;  it  is  1  inch 
in  diameter,  and  also  tapers  gradually  along  the  middle  of  the  blade  to 
the  point  of  the  spear.  The  socket  is  perforated  hy  a  hole  on  each  side 
to  admit  the  nails  for  fixing  the  spear-heod  to  the  shaft.  [Spear-heads, 
similar  in  character  to  those  described,  have  been  found  in  various  parts 
of  the  country.  Some,  in  the  Museum,  form  part  of  the  intenssting 
collection  of  bronzo  weapons,  leaf-shaped  swords,  &c.,  generally  more  or 
less  injured  hy  fire,  which  were  diecovered  in  a  bed  of  shell  marl  at  the 
botlom  of  DudJingstou  Loch  iu  1780,  Indeed,  the  epear-beaJa  found 
there  seem  to  have  been  principally  of  this  type.    Another  spear-bead  in 

the  Museum,  of  similar  type,  but  smaller  i"  "'— *— "  — s^  - 

cinerary  nrn  and  seTcral  bronze  armlets, 
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old  castle  of  Eiuneff,  Forfarshire.]  With  these  weapons  was  found  a 
long,  narrow,  rounded,  tapering  instrument,  or  Pin  of  Bronze,  measur- 
iog  10^  inches  iu  length  by  ^  of  an  inch  in  breadth  across  ita  upper 
part  or  neck,  above  which  it  expands  into  a  ciip-sliaped  cavity  or  bead 
about  J  an  inch  in  depth  and  j  of  an  inch  in  diameter,  and  in  the 
bottom  of  tbis  cap  a  small  point  projects  upwards  u)>out  ^  of  an  inch 
(see  woodcut,  in  which,  for  the  siike  of  convenience,  these  weapons 
are  figured  of  different  scales).  It  is  not  easy  to  conceive  the  uae  of 
the  long-pointed  weapon,  unless  we  suppose  it  to  have  been  a  hair-pin, 
or  a  long  pin  for  fastening  together  the  loose  robe  or  dress,  or  flierely 
the  tongue  of  a  fibula  or  brooch,  ae  the  cup  may  have  been  the  socket 
for  containing  an  ornameDtal  head  of  atone  or  amber :  it  would  ap- 
pear, however,  from  its  length  and  sharpness,  to  be  rather  a  dangerous 
ornament  for  ordinary  wear,  I  have  not  observed  any  eimilar  pointed 
weapon  of  bronze  described.  These  relics  are  made  of  the  yellowish- 
coloured  bronze,  and  were  found  lying  nil  together,  along  with  several 
pieces  of  oaken  boards  about  IJ  inch  thick,  and  of  nearly  the  same 
length  as  tho  sword,  and  were  supposed  to  be  portions  of  a  strong  box 
within  which  the  weapons  had  been  placed  ;  or  perhaps  simply  a  pro- 
tecting bundle  of  boards  that  had  beoD  carefully  wrapped  round  themj 
and  from  the  shortness  of  the  oaken  juickage,  there  had  of  Course  been 
no  handles  or  shafts  fixed  in  the  8|)ear-heada.  The  weapons  do  not 
sppear  to  have  been  much  used,  us  far  as  one  can  judge;  and  from  their 
style  and  fintah,  it  becomes  a  question,  whether  those  very  ancient 
weapons  could  have  been  of  native  island  manufacture,  or  belonged  to 
Bonie  trader,  who  had  found  his  way  at  a  very  early  period  to  these  wild 
weetom  coasts  of  Scotland.  No  other  remains  of  any  kind  were  found 
beside  them  in  the  peat  bog. 

The  other  bronze  jolic  I  have  to  notice,  although  still  ancient,  belongs 

to  a  very  much  later  dato  than  those  I  have  just  described.     It  is  a  very 

elegantly- formed  Bronze  Spur,  chased  and  jewelled  (see  figure).     The 

tdtuika  are  about  four  inches  in  length  along  the  side,  and  curved  to  fit 

ilhe  uUe,  terminating  in  a  double  loop  at  each  extremity  for  fastening  it 

tliii  foot.    The  neck  ia  1^  inch  in  length,  and  terminates  in  a  prick  or 

-—*-'       '     'larp-pointed  extremity  or  head,  measuring  about  1  inch 

•  is  chased  over  wilb  n  pattern  of  interlacing;  ribliona, 
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^]i::lu8iiig  >|iiatref'uiU,  and  lius  tliref  uval-sLaped  sockets  for  gems  project- 
ing fruiii  I'licli  elinrik ;  im  the  one  aide  three  of  these  sockets  are  filled 


with  traiiftpareut  ^nu.  or  perhnpe  culoured  glass ;  on  the  other  xLank 
only  one  socket  retains  the  stone,  which  is  of  a  pale  blue  colour.  There 
is  also  It  soL'ket  on  the  Btem  or  neek,  vUich  is  now  empty,  and  two 
side  by  side  ou  the  upper  part  of  the  tftpering  or  slightly  concave  and 
sharp-pointed  head ;  only  one  of  thesis  gems  now  remains,  and  is  of  u 
green  colour.  The  spur  shows  traces  of  having  once  been  gilded.  One 
of  the  shanks  is  partially  bent,  apparently  by  some  instrument,  vhich 
tins  left  three  deep  indeutations  on  the  outside,  and  cracked  the  centre 
gem ;  as  if  it  had  been  forcibly  torn  from  the  foot. 

The  Bpnf  was  found  about  thirty  years  ago,  when  the  loch  at  Monkstadt 
was  drained.  Monkstudt  is  in  the  north  of  Skye,  in  the  parish  of  Kil- 
muir.  It  IB  the  property  of  Lord  Macdonatd,  and  ou  what  wna  once  an 
island,  formerly  smroundeil  by  the  waters  of  the  locb,  there  are  still  to 
be  Been  the  remains  of  ecclesiastical  buildings  of  great  antiquity,  to 
which  Dr  Reeves,  in  his  lately  published  edition  of  Adamnan'e  Life  of 
St  Columba  refers,  as  probably  belonging  to  the  times  of  St  Columba,  or 
that  of  his  immediate  successors.  The  spur  is  apparently  Norman,  and 
belongs  probably  to  the  eleventh  or  twelfth  century ;  it  closely  resemhlee 
one  figured  at  poge  104  of  Fairhoit's  "  Costume  in  England,"  which  in 
described  as  having  be<.'n  of  the  kind  formerly  used  at  tour&UDe&tB. 

Lord  Mocdonald  also  informed  me  that  sereral  cbesnoeii,  oumd  la 
ivory,  were  found  in  this  loch  at  Monkstadt  ^ggteg  the  piooeM  <f  j 
iiig,  and  are  now  in  the  poseeasion  of  Lord  ^ 

[A  chess-piece,  carved  from  the  tusj 
horse,  was  presented  to  the  Musti 
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Mxciluuald  ill  1782,  aiid  w«b  deaeribed  na  Ijeing  the  handle  of  n  Highland 
dirk,  for  which  purpose  it  had  prohahly  been  used.  (Two  fierce  of  it 
are  here  given.)    It  reprewnts  two  heUaed  knights,  seated  back  to  back, 


in  what  ojiiiears  intended  for  plale  armour,  armed  with  drawn  sword  in 
right  hand,  and  shield  on  left  arm,  charged  apparently  with  onnoTial 
bearings ;  and  interlacing  bands,  terminating  in  foliage,  fill  up  the  space 
betwixt  and  around  the  knights.  It  is  of  the  age  probably  of  the  twelfth 
century j.  The^e  relics,  which  I  have  described,  with  others  of  a  similar 
character  found  in  the  Lewis  and  elsewhere,  seom  to  suggest  a  degree 
<if  refiuement  aiid  art  which  we  might  not  at  first  expect  to  find  at  that 
early  period  in  the  Western  Islands. 

One  or  two  minor  antiiguities  may  also  bo  noticed  ; 

Lady  Hocdonald  kindly  informed  me,  that  in  the  tatter  port  of  October 
liat  tiere  was  brought  to  her  what  seemeil  to  be  the  lop  of  a  barrel,  and  a 
pfftioD  of  red  deer's  hide  which  ha<I  been  wrapped  round  it ;  the  barrel 
WW  filled  with  what  whs  supposed  to  be  tallow.  It  was  discovered 
ia  a  moM,  whrru  a  man  was  digging  peats,  towards  the  Point  of  Sleat. 
'*'""'     ""*        ■'  "  "vd  Lady  Macdonald  was  particularly  engaged, 

'ot  desired  the  barrel  to  be  brought  for  her  in- 
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Bpection.  In  nil  probability  the  barrel  was  Binulaf  to  those  wliich  have 
beeD  found  in  the  bogs  of  Ireland,  filled  with  bog-butter,  m  it  has  been 
called,  one  of  which  is  repreaenttHl  in  the  first  part  of  the  Catalogue  of 
the  Museum  of  the  Royal  Irish  Atudemy,  Dublin.  I  au  not  aware  of 
any  notice  of  similar  barrels  having  previously  hnjeu  found  in  Scotland, 

I  also  made  a  sketch  (see  figure)  of  a  ]>ersonal  reho,  of  considerable 
interest,  a  Snuff-hom  or  Mull,  mounted 
in  silver,  with  an  agate  set  in  the  lid,  an<l 
a  hand  of  silver  round  the  upper  part  of 
the  horn ;  it  is  of  the  slender  form  of  those 
formerly  used  by  ladies.  The  horn  was 
the  property  of  the  celebrated  Flora  Mac- 
don  aid,  and  was  presented  to  the  Lady 
Maedonald  by  Mr  Macdonald,  Monkstadt, 
parish  of  Kilmuir  (already  referred  to),  one 
of  hia  Lordship's  tenants  in  the  north  of 
Skye.  Mr  Macdonaid  is  a  descendant  of 
Flora  Macdonald,  and  has  in  his  possession  the  lady's  small  habit-shirt 
of  fine  linen,  with  large  upright  collar,  which  Prince  Charles  Edward 
wore  when  he  made  his  well-known  escape  in  female  attire  from  South 
Uist  to  Skye. 


Monday,  12(A  April  1858. 

COSMO  INNES,  Esq.,  Vice-President,  in  the  Cbair. 

The  following  Gentlemen  were  balloted  for  and  elected  FellowB  of  til* 
Society :' — 

Sir  .Iaices  Matueson  of  the  LowiB,  Bart. 

Rev.  TnoMifl  BociiiNiN.  D.D.,  Hiniater  of  Methvon, 

Charles  S.  Leslie,  Esq.,  j-oiniger  of  llnl^nliain,  exhibit* 
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Berved  piece  of  SpanUli  uccleaiBatical  embroidery  of  the  sixteenth  cen- 
tary,  and  a  Belgian  niydiwval  ivory  carving. 

Professor  Aytoun,  Sheriff  of  Orkney,  exhihited  epecimeua  of  the  hoard 
of  very  intoreating  silver  ornaments,  brooches,  torc|iie8,  bracelets,  as  well 
as  several  Saxon  and  Cufic  coins,  Ac,  Treaanre- Trove  recently  fouod 
near  Sandwick,  in  Orkney,  and  now  in  his  custody,  previously  to  handing 
them  over  to  the  Excfae<{uer.  These  reliquee  were  much  admired,  and  a 
Btrong  wIbL  expressed  by  the  Members  tbat  they  miglit  soon  find  their 
way  to  the  Museum  of  the  Society,  which  ia  now  the  national  repository 
of  Scottish  antiquitieB.  Tbauks  were  at  the  same  time  tendered  to  the 
Sheriff  for  bia  attention  and  kindnesB  in  exhibiting  them  to  the  Society. 


The  Donations  laid  on  the  table  included  the  following : — 

Three  Farthings  of  John,  King  of  England.  By  JoHS  Lindsay,  Esq., 
Hon.  M.S.A.Scot,,  Cork.  Presented  through  George  Sim,  Esq.,  F.S.A. 
Scot. 

Two  of  these  farthings  are  of  the  mint  of  Downpatrick,  and  the  other 
is  of  Carrickfergus. 


Those  of  Downpatrick  present  oa  the  obverse  a  short  croea  within  an 
inner  circle,  with  "  patricu"  as  legend  ;  and  on  the  reverse  a  similar 
cross  in  an  inner  circle,  with  legend  "  de  dvso."     (See  woodcut,  fig.  1.) 

The  farthing  of  Carrickfergus  presents  a  similar  obverse  to  those  of 
Downpatrick,  but  differs  on  reverse,  in  having  a  ehort  double  cross 
within  an  toner  circle,  and  "  chaof"  as  legend.    (See  woodcut,  fig.  'A.) 

No  single  coin  being  perfect,  the  reading  can  only  be  made  out  from 
a  comparison  of  several  specimens.  The  Society  ia  indebted  to  William 
Frederick  Miller,  Esq.,  engraver,  Hope  Park,  for  the  accompanying 
careful  drawings  of  these  rare  coins. 
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The  donation  was  accompanied   by  the  following  note  fiom  Mr 

Lindsay : — 

Mabtyillb,  Blaokbook,  Oobk, 
Mattk  20, 1868. 

Mt  Dsar  Sib, — I  know  not  whether  you  have  heard  of  the  diaoovery 
of  the  large  hoard  of  silver  coins  found  about  two  montha  since  near 
Newry.  I  will  therefore  give  you  some  account  of  them.  They  consist 
principally  of  common  triangle  pennies  of  John,  and  short  cross  English 
pennies  of  Henry  III. ;  with  a  large  number  of  farthings  of  a  description 
hitherto  unknown.  These  coins,  which  appear  to  have  been  stmok  at 
Downpatrick  and  Carrickfergus,  were  probably  coins  of  John,  and  con- 
temporary with  the  "  Dom  "  halfpence  and  Mascle  farthings,  and  coined 
either  in  the  reign  of  Henry  II.  or  Richard  I. ;  and  the  hoard  was  pro- 
bably deposited  before  the  coinage  of  the  long  cross  coins  of  Heniy  lU. 
The  following  is  a  list  of  the  coins,  as  drawn  up  by  Dr  Smith,  who  had 
the  first  pick  of  them,  and  got  some  very  fine  and  rare  varieties,  and 
purposes  giving  a  particular  account  of  this  hoard,  with  one  or  two 
plates : — 

5  Pennies  of  William  the  Lion. 

2  Halfpence  '^  jouannes  dom." 

1  Halfpenny  "  caput  johannis,"  unpublished. 

10  Mascle  Farthings. 

289  Common  Pennies  of  John  '^  robkrd  on  dive." 

1  Common  Penny  "  jouannes  on  diveli." 

1  Do.  do.  blundered. 

2  Halfpence  "  boberd." 
1  Farthing  "  bobebd." 

534  English  Short  Cross  Pennies  of  Henry  III. 

5  Halves  of  do. 
238  "pATBicii;"  reverse  "db  duno." 
26        Do.  reverse  "  cbagf  " — "  cbaoenf  "  on  a  few. 
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The  Patricks  were  mostly  mutilated  aud  defaced.  Several  of  the  Down- 
patricks  were  pretty  good,  but  almost  all  the  Carrickferguses  were  bad. 
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After  Dr  Smith  had  selected  what  he  wanted  they  were  sent  down  to 
Cork,  and  Mr  Sainthill  and  I  selected  about  70  each.  The  discovery  of 
the  coin  with  '^  Caput  Johannis"  confirms  Dr  Smith's  supposition,  that 
the  full-faced  head  on  the  ^^Dom"  halfpence  represented  the  head  of 
John  the  Baptist.  I  enclose  for  your  acceptance  a  few  of  the  Patricks 
— y'lz.y  two  with  **Cragf,"  and  six  "De  Duno;"  and  as  these  little 
farthings  are  a  novelty,  I  thought  specimens  might  be  desirable  for  the 
Museums  of  the  Society  of  Antiquaries  of  Scotland  and  the  Advocates, 
and  also  enclose  three  coins  for  each,  which  I  would  thank  you  to  pre- 
sent,— and  remain,  my  dear  Sir,  yours  sincerely, 

John  Lindsay. 
Geoboe  Sim,  Esq. 

From  the  circumstance  of  so  many  of  the  common  Irish  coins  of 
John  being  in  the  hoard,  there  can  scarcely  be  any  doubt  that  Mr 
Lindsay  is  right  in  his  attribution.  This  discovery  of  a  kind  of  coins 
hitherto  unknown  throws  new  light  upon  the  coinage  of  this  king.  It 
had  long  been  the  wonder  of  Numismatists  that  no  English  money  of 
John  had  been  discovered,  but  the  matter  has  recently  been  cleared  up 
by  an  extract  from  the  Close  KoUs  of  his  reign,  to  which  attention  has 
been  called  by  Kichard  Sainthill,  Esq.,  in  his  interesting  work,  "  Numis- 
matic Crumbs."  Mr  Sainthill  there  gives  the  following  translation  of 
the  extract  in  question : — "  (Close  Boll,  7  John,  No.  26.)  The  King  to 
his  Barons,  &c.  (of  the  Exchequer). — Account  with  Bobert  de  Veteri 
Ponte,  for  what  he  shall  reasonably  expend  in  the  carriage  of  400  marJcs 
of  Irish  money  from  Nottingham  to  Exeter,  and  in  carrying  our  bows 
(or  crossbows)  from  Nottingham  to  Norham. — ^Witness  my  hand  at 
Marlborough,  the  27th  of  May  (a.d.  1205)." 

Mr  Sainthill,  with  reference  to  this  extract,  observes,*  "  In  the  absence 
of  any  English  coins  of  King  John,  and  with  the  positive  evidence  of 
this  writ,  that  King  John's  Irish  coinage  was  put  into  circulation  from 
the  Boyal  Treasury  at  Exeter,  the  natural  inference  would  seem  to  fol- 
low, that  King  John's  ostensible  Irish  coinage  was  in  reality  equally  his 
English,  and  that  a  coinage  bearing  the  impress  of  an  Irish  mint,  be  it 

^  Numismatic  Crumbs,  p.  119. 


1 10  PUOCEBDINOS  OF  THB  800IBTT  OF 

Dublin,  Limerick,  or  Waterford,  was  coined  in  England  and  oiicnlafeed 
in  England." 

It  is  now  therefore  presumed  to  be  as  vain  to  look  for  an  Engliih 
penny  of  John  as  for  a  Boman  brass  Otho. 

Specimens  of  the  Coins  of  Ceylon,  of  which  three  are  of  early  native 
Sovereigns.    By  James  Starke,  Esq.,  F.SJL.  Scot. 

Mr  Yaux  of  the  British  Museum  attributes  the  coins  of  Ceylon  to  the 
sovereigns  who  reigned  from  a.d.  1050  to  1300.  (See  Numismatic 
Chronicle,  vol.  xvi.  p.  121,  where  he  gives  a  very  interesting  account 
of  these  coins,  and  other  information  regarding  the  Island  of  Ceylon.) 

Our  late  lamented  Curator  of  Coins,  Dr  Scott,  however,  states  (Num. 
Chron.,  vol.  xviii.  p.  83),  that  after  examining  upwards  of  200  of  these 
curious  coins,  ho  was  led  to  form  an  opinion  as  to  their  relative  age  and 
attribution  somewhat  different  from  that  arrived  at  by  Mr  Yanx.  He 
gives  his  reasons  for  differing  from  Mr  Yaux,  which  seem  to  be  well 
founded,  and  attributes  them  to  sovereigns  and  usurpers  who  reigned 
between  a.d.  1216  and  1314. 

Pair  of  Steel-framed  Barnacles  and  large  Wooden  Case.  By  Mr  J.  E. 
Yernon,  Jeweller,  Edinburgh. 

Memoires  de  la  Society  Imporialo  d'Emulation  d'Abbeville,  1852-57. 
8vo,  1857.    By  the  Society. 

Antiquites  Celtiques  et  Antodeluviennes. — Memoire  sur  Tlndustrie 
primitive  et  les  Arts  a  lour  origine.  Par  M.  Boucher  de  Perthes. 
Paris,  tome  ii.,  1857.     By  the  Author. 

The  following  Communications  were  then  read  : — 

I. 

NOTICE  OP  THE  STONE  CIRCLE  OF  CALLERNTSH  IN  THE  LEWIS, 
AND  OF  A  CHAMBER  UNDER  THE  CIRCLE  RECENTLY  EXCA- 
VATED. COMMUNICATED  IN  A  LETTER  TO  MR  INNES,  BY  Sib 
JAMES  MATHESON,  Bart.     By  COSMO  INNES,  Esq.,  F.S.A.  Scot. 

The  following  is  the  substance  of  a  (Jrnumunication  from  Sir  James 
Matheson,  Bart.,  of  the  Lews,  on  the  subject  of  the  removal  of  the  peat 
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moM  from  the  Druidieal  circle  at  Callerniab.  (For  a  general  deecriptioii 
of  the  circle  itself,  reference  is  made  to  the  last  number  of  the  Proceed- 
ings of  the  Society,  p.  380,  where  it  is  mentioned  that  the  excavation 
now  completed  was  in  contemplation,)  The  work  was  executed  under  the 
immediate  superintendence  of  Mr  Donald  Munro,  Sir  James  Matbeaou'e 
chamberlain  in  the  island,  who  took  erery  precaution  neceseary  for  not- 
ing any  particulars  that  might  be  interesting  in  clearing  away  what  was 
considered  to  be  the  gradual  accumulation  or  growth  of  ages. 


r 


Stoso  Circle  at  CalleraiHh. 
The  average  depth  of  the  moss,  from  the  surface  to  a  rough  causewayed 
ba§ement  in  which  the  circle  stones  were  imbedded,  was  5  feet,  and  the 
workmen  had  not  proceeded  far  with  their  operations^  when,  Jn  front  of 
the  large  centre  stone,  and  extending  to  the  eastern  wing,  they  came  upon 
an  erection  which  proved,  as  the  work  proceeded,  to  he  the  walls  of  a 
chambered  building,'  consieting  of  three  compartments,  the  diraensione 
of  the  one  nearest  the  centre  of  the  circle  being  4  feet  4  inches  by  2  feet 
1  inch ;  the  neit,  which  was  connected  with  the  former  by  a  narrow 
opening,  was  larger,  being  G  feet  9  inches  by  4  feet  3  inches,  from  which 
there  was  a  narrow  passage  2  feet  wide,  extending  the  rest  of  the  distance 
to  the  circumference  of  the  circle.  The  larger  chamber  waa  found  to 
have  two  stones  on  each  side,  forming  jsmbs  for  the  entrance  to  the 
smaller  chamber ;  and  in  close  proximity  to  these,  there  was  found  a 
separHte  stone  4  feet  long  by  12  inches,  which  fitted,  and  was  supposed 
to  be  a  lintel  to  the  jambs  referred  to.  These  stones  were  rough  and 
'  See  wcKidcnt,  ncil  psttP,  fur  Die  cr""i"l  plnii. 
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unhewn,  and  the  whole  building,  altboagh  otherwiBO  re^lar,  wbb  com- 
posed of  the  rudest  maloriali^. 

With  regard  to  the  contcDta  of  these  chambore  Sir  James  Matlieaon 
says  : — "  I  encloee  some  minute 
fragments  of  what  we  BUppoee  to 
be  bones'  found  in  the  chamber, 
and  a  specimen  of  a  black  unc- 
tuous substance,  in  which  these 
fragments  were  contained."    Sir 

James  adds,  "  It  is  remarkable  \-LiM-i[j-j,^mmm^^^na[ii  vni 
that  the  sides  of  the  small  cham-  mtgfcq^J|^BB|^^C;tpo  ^ 
bor  are  quite  undisturbed — not  n  [-*^hs~  '"  ~ 
stone  even  of  the  uppermost  tier  VLv 
removed  from  its  place,  which  ^^ 
leads  to  the  inference  that  it  was 
at  one  time  covered  up  by  design, 
since,  if  it  had  been  left  uncovered  till  the  mess  grew  naturally  over  it, 
it  is  to  be  supposed  that  some  of  the  upper  stones  would  have  been  dis- 
placed by  the  feet  of  cattle,  or  by  any  other  of  the  numerous  accidents 
that  would  have  been  likely  to  disturb  them,  jet  I  have  not  heard  that 
the  superincumbent  substance  over  the  chamber  was  in  any  respect  dif- 
ferent from  the  surrounding  peat  moss." 


Lieutenant  Thomas,  in  illustration  of  his  rematlfs,  exhibited  TariouB 
photographic  and  stereoscopic  views  of  the  stone  circle,  taken  by  Iiira 
during  his  surveying  explorations  in  the  Lewis, 

'  FrnfeHsoT  AndeTson  of  Glasgow  liaa  since  examined  the  bouea,  and  pronnunced 
them  to  be  uudonbtedlj  hnman.  and  seemingly  to  bare  bei!D  nubjacted  to  the 
of  flre.    The  anctnoiiB  Bubstnncs  lie  cooaiilered  to  be  peat;  and  animal  mattpr  com- 
bincd,  but  after  ao  gtoat  a  lipse  of  time  he  conld  not  B|ieak  with  certainty  as  to  this. 
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III. 

NOTICE  OF  A  VOLUME  OF  THE  *•  ACCOUNTS  OF  SIR  WILLIAM  BRUCE 
OF  BALCASKIE,  GENERAL  SUR^-EYOH  OF  HIS  MAJESTY'S  WORKS 
(167*-! 67!)),"  FORMERLY  PRESERVED  IN  THE  CHARTER. ROOM  AT 
KINB0S8.  AND  LATELY  PRESENTED  TO  HER  MAJESTY'S  QKNE- 
RAL  REGISTER  HOUSE  AT  EDINBURGH,  BY  SIR  QKAUAM  GRAHAM 
MONTOOMERY,  BART,  OF  STANHOPE,  M.P.  Bv  JOSF.PH  nOBERTSON, 
Eei)..  F.S.A.  Scot, 

The  volume  wbich  I  have  to  bring  under  the  notice  of  the  Society  was 
long  {ireBeired  at  Kiorose,  the  stately  seat  which  was  bnilt  for  himself 
by  Sir  Wiliium  Brace,  Surveyor-General  of  His  Majesty's  Works  in 
Scotland,  in  the  reign  of  King  Charles  II.  It  has  now  been  restored  tu 
it8  place  among  the  public  records  of  Scotland  by  Sir  llraham  Graham 
Montgomery  of  Stanbope,  Bart.,  M.P,,  into  the  hands  of  whose  ancestor 
it  is  supposed  to  have  passed  along  with  the  estate  of  Kinross, 

It  is  an  account,  duly  autbenticated  by  tbe  Lords  of  the  Treasury,  of 
tbe  sums  received  and  expended  by  Sir  William  Bruce  in  tbe  construc- 
tion and  repair  of  the  King's  Palaces  and  Castles  in  Scotkud,  from  January 
1674  to  March  167'j.  The  reckoning  is  in  Scots  money — the  value  of 
which  was  then  one-twelfth  of  sterling — and  the  amount  which  passed 
through  the  Surveyor-Genera I's  hands  ifi  the  five  years  of  the  account 
was  about  L. 160,000.  About  four-fifths  of  lliis  sum  were  spent  upon 
Holyrood.  The  other  buildings  for  which  outlay  was  made  were  the 
Palace  and  Castle  of  Stirling,  the  Custle  of  Edinburgh,  and  the  island- 
fortress  of  the  Jiass.  For  this  last  work  I  find  flagstones  quarried  at 
Dirleton ;  and  both  here  anil  at  Stirling  the  lime  used  was  brought  by 
sea  from  tbe  well-known  limekilns  of  Broorahall,  on  the  north  bank  uf 
tbe  Frith  of  Forth,  above  Queensferry.  One  article  of  the  Stirling  expen- 
diture I  may  venture  to  quote,  as  showing  generally  both  tho  work  duiie 
at  [hat  Palace  and  Castle,  and  the  duties  of  the  Surveyor-General ; — 
"  1G79,  January  11.  Item  for  the  accomptanta  charges  and  expL'Uccs 
in  going  to  Stryveling  Castle,  first  for  making  the  mappes  of  the  Castle 
to  be  sent  to  His  Majestic,  and  for  surveying  Ihe  Park  dykes,  attending 
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and  ordering  these  works,  the  most  part  of  the  Park  dykea  being  i 
new,  the  Pallace  most  part  new  rool't,  floored,  ■windowed  with  ease,  case- 
meiite,  and  glass,  and  plaistered,  which  occasioned  my  heing  there  eight 
or  ten  days  together,  for  ten  or  twelve  aeverall  tymes  with  the  wnder 
moisterB."  The  charge  for  this  trouble  ie  L.600,  which  is  in  addition  to 
the  Survcyor-General'B  salary  of  L.3600  a-year.  The  salaiy  of  the  Clerk 
of  Works,  I  may  add,  was  L.400  a-year.  The  storekeeper — who  was  also 
overseer  at  Holyrood — had  the  same  allowance. 

It  was  on  Holyrood,  as  I  have  said,  that  four-fiflhs  of  the  money 
nccounted  for  were  expended.  The  works,  which  made  that  Palace 
very  much  what  it  now  is,  were  commenced  in  IGTl,  and  had  been  so 
vigorously  carried  on,  that  in  January  1G74,  when  this  volume  begins, 
the  mason-work  was  nearly  completed.  The  chief  things  done  from  1674 
to  1679  were  roofing,  flooring,  paving,  plastering,  wainscotting,  glazing, 
painting,  draining,  enclosing,  levelling  the  ground  for  the  gardens,  and 
bringing  in  spring-water  from  Arthur's  Seat.  For  this  last  purpose  le-ad 
pipes  were  laid  to  the  Palace  from  St  Anthony's  Well  and  other  places 
in  the  Park,  and  those  stone  vaults  or  cisterns  were  built,  of  which  some 
still  remain  not  much  ruined.  The  drainage  seems  to  have  been  an 
object  of  considerable  care.  Spouts  from  the  roof  were  built  into  the 
walls ;  and  large  suras  were  spent  on  "  the  great  syver,"  as  it  is  called, 
which  seems  to  have  passed  as  well  on  the  north  side  of  the  Palace  as 
through  St  Anne's  Yards.  It  was  built  of  flag  and  wall  stones  dug  from 
a  quarry  in  the  Park.  Stones  of  better  quality,  such  as  lintels  and  soles 
of  doors  and  windows,  were  from  the  quarry  at  South  Qucensferry.  The 
choicest  stones  of  all — such  as  were  used  in  the  cupola  above  the  grand 
entrance — were  quarried  at  Dalgetty  in  Fife,  and  brought  by  sea  to  Leith. 
This  entrance  seems  to  have  hcen  the  chief  piece  of  mason-work  during 
the  period  of  the  account.  Its  four  pillars  were  hewn  from  models  made 
by  a  turner  at  the  charge  of  8s.  each ;  and  the  royal  arms,  which  appear 
both  there  and  in  the  interior  of  the  quadrangle,  were  cut  from  drawings 
made  by  Jacob  De  Wit,  the  Du(chinan  who  in  1684-11  painted  the  Kings 
in  the  Picture  Gallery.  One  other  operation  must  he  mentioned — the 
demolishing  the  capehousc,  which,  as  we  see  in  the  drawing  by  James 
Gordon  oE  Rothiemay  about  1649,  surmounted  tho  old  or  north-western 
tower.     This  was  removed,  and  a  flat  roof,  or  leaded  platform,  put  in  its 
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place.  The  tops  of  the  turrets  and  turnpjkes  were  at  the  same  time 
crowned  with  gilt  globes  of  copper,  eight  large  and  as  many  small,  weigh- 
ing in  all  seventy  pounds,  and  costing  L.105,  the  price  of  the  copper 
being  30s.  a-pound. 

The  mason,  Eobert  Mylne,  was  a  Scot ;  and  so  were  the  wrights,  the 
smiths,  the  glaziers,  the  plumbers,  and  the  painters  at  least  of  common 
work.  But  much  of  their  material  had  to  be  sought  elsewhere  than  in 
Scotland.  Lead  was  brought  from  Newcastle.  The  glass  was  either 
English  or  French.  White  lead  and  linseed  oil  were  imported  from 
Holland.  The  "  sex  hundreth  fyne  large  wanscott  planks  readie  sawen, 
for  lyneing  severall  of  the  roomes  of  the  King's  ovne  appartment,"  were 
bought  in  Kotterdam,  at  a  cost,  including  freight,  of  L.1217.  They  were 
put  up  by  a  Scottish  carpenter,  but  the  nicer  wood-work  had  to  be  done 
by  foreign  hands.  There  is  a  payment  of  L.400  "  to  John  Vansantvort, 
carver  of  timber,  for  cutting,  carveing,  and  upputting  of  several  pieces 
of  carved  work  upon  severall  of  the  chimney  and  doore  pieces  of  His 
Majestie's  appartment  in  the  east  quarter  of  the  Pallace."  The  easier 
task  of  ^^  turning  of  wanscott  ballasters,  standing  and  hanging  knubs  for 
the  timber  scaile  stair  in  the  middle  of  the  north  syde  of  the  north  quarter 
of  the  Palace"  was  performed  by  a  turner  in  the  Canongate. 

The  ceilings  of  Holyrood  are  admired  by  every  one.  I  am  sorry  to 
tell  you  that  they  were  not  wrought  by  Scotsmen.  The  plasterers 
were  two  Englishmen,  John  Albert  or  Houlbert,  and  George  Demster- 
field.  They  had  moulds  cut  by  a  Scottish  wright.  They  sent  to  Pitlessie 
in  Fife  for  their  best  lime — that  which  was  used  "  for  whytndng  of  the 
plaister  work  at  the  Pallace."  In  preparing  their  plaster,  they  employed 
two  sorts  of  hair — black  or  common  at  Gs.  8d.,  and  white  at  30s.  a-stone. 
Their  charge  for  "  plaistering  the  third  roome  in  the  third  storie  of  the 
inner  syde  of  the  north  quarter  of  the  Pallace,  measureing  in  all  with  the 
cornice  seventy  yards,"  was  72s.  a-yard.  When  they  worked  during  the 
winter  they  had  fires  "  for  dryeing  of  roomes  that  wer  plaistered  in  the 
roofe,  and  for  keeping  the  frost  air  thairfrae." 

Nine  marble  chimney-pieces  were  bought  in  London,  by  one  of  the 

Duke  of  Lauderdale's  dependents,  for  L.2162.      Other  marbles  were 

brought  from  Holland,  along  with  the  Dutch  tiles,  some  of  which  still 

line  the  fireplaces. 

H   2 
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The  common  painting  was  done  by  James  Alexander  and  other  Scots* 
men.  The  Dutch  De  Wit  was  employed  for  the  higher  sorts.  I  tran- 
scribe the  three  passages  which  speak  of  his  work : — 

"  1674,  Feby  7th.  Item  payed  to  Jacob  De  Wett  Datch  paynter 
L.98  12b.  for  two  scTerall  chimney-pieces  paynted  by  him  and  for  paynt- 
ing  in  marble  coullour  ane  chimney — L.98  12s." 

''  1675,  Julie  31.  Item  paid  to  Mr  de  Wet  paynter  L.120  Scote  for 
ane  piece  of  historic  paynted  and  placed  in  the  roofe  of  the  Kings  bed 
chamber  in  the  2d  stone  of  the  east  quarter  on  th^  syde  towards  the 
Privie  garden— L.120." 

"  1677,  April  6th.  Item  payed  to  Mr  de  Wet  paynter  L.d6  Scots  for 
drawing  and  extending  at  large  his  Majesties  two  coates  of  armes  with 
supporters  etc.  belonging  thairto  to  be  a  patem  to  the  meason  for  ontting 
the  saids  coates  of  armes  in  stone,  the  one  whereof  stands  since  put  wp 
upon  the  middle  of  the  wpper  part  of  the  west  fronteice  of  the  east  quarter 
of  the  Pallace,  and  the  other  over  the  top  of  the  gate  of  the  said  Pallace 
— L.36." 

I  regret  that  I  have  not  had  an  opportunity,  since  this  record  came 
before  me,  of  seeing  whether  De  Wit's  "history  piece"  and  "chimney 
pieces"  can  now  be  identified  at  Holyrood. 

The  volume  gives  us  a  casual  glimpse  of  what  is  now  called  the  Chapel 
Koyal — the  noble  church  of  the  Abbey  of  Austin  Canons,  founded  by  St 
David.  Only  the  nave  survived,  and  that  had  been  so  neglected  that  it 
was  found  necessary  "  in  the  winter  of  1673  to  furnish  iron  glasbands  for 
sccureing  and  closeing  wp  the  windowes  to  keep  out  the  stormie  weather 
the  tyme  that  my  Lord  Commissioner  his  Grace  was  heir."  For  this 
purpose  130  feet  of  old  glass  were  refitted,  and  311  feet  of  new  English 
glass  were  put  in. 

It  may  not  be  without  interest  to  note  some  of  the  prices  of  labour, 
and  materials.  The  wages  of  a  ditcher,  from  December  to  February, 
were  68.  8d. ;  and  from  February  to  April,  7s.  a-day.  An  overseer  of 
quarriers  had  L.4  a-week.  The  hire  of  a  "  sl(?d(ler,*'  with  his  horse  and 
"sled,"  was  20s.  a-day.  The  great  sewer  was  built  for  L.ll  the  rood. 
The  lime  with  which  it  was  built  cost  13s.  4d.  the  puncheon  load,-  and 
the  sand  4s.  a-load.  The  "  new  dyke  in  the  church  yard  which  runnes 
from  the  church  toward  the  high  way  that  leads  from  the  Water  Gate 
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eastward"  cost  L.ll  the  rood — being  the  price  of  the  great  sewer.  The 
price  of  English  glass  was  lis.  3d.  the  square  foot;  of  French  glass, 
L.25  the  creill,  and  L.18  the  chest.  Great  trees  were  sawn  into  joists 
for  lOd.  a  square  foot.  Lead  cost  286.  a-stone.  The  price  of  ochre  for 
painting  was  3s.  a-pound ;  of  umber,  4s.  6d.  a-pound ;  of  Indian  red, 
78.  6d.  a-pound.  The  freight  of  a  barrel  bulk  from  Holland  to  Leith  was 
288. — "being,"  it  is  added,  "  the  time  of  the  warres." 

These  accounts,  I  have  said,  end  in  January  ]  679 ;  and  in  tbe  autumn 
of  that  year  the  Palace  was  occupied  by  the  Duke  of  York,  afterwards 
King  James  VII.  If  this  ill-starred  Prince  inherited  nearly  all  the  faults 
and  failings  of  our  Stewarts,  let  us  remember  that  he  shared  in  the  love 
and  knowledge  of  art  by  which  so  many  of  them  were  distinguished. 
One  of  the  finest  walks  in  the  Park  of  Holyrood  still  bears  his  name ; 
and  he  it  was  who  first  suggested  the  new  town  of  Edinburgh,  with  a 
bridge  over  the  North  Loch,  nearly  a  hundred  years  before  a  stone  of 
either  structure  was  laid. 

IV. 

REMARKS  ON   THE  ANCIENT  BARRIER  CALLED   "THE  CATRAIL," 
WITH  PLANS.     By  WILLIAM  NORMAN  KENNEDY,  Esq.,  Hawick. 

The  Catrail  is  the  appellation  of  a  ditch  or  fosse,  with  a  mound  on 
each  side,  formed  of  the  earth  excavated  from  the  centre,  extending 
from  the  neighbourhood  of  Galashiels  southwards  through  the  counties 
of  Selkirk  and  Koxburgh,  and  is  supposed  to  terminate  at  its  opposite 
extremity  on  or  near  to  Peelfell  in  Liddesdale,  on  the  borders  of  North- 
umberland. It  was  first  brought  into  notice  by  Gordon  in  the  beginning 
of  last  century,  and  has  since  been  frequently  described  by  writers  on 
antiquarian  subjects ;  the  account  given  by  Chalmers,  in  his  "Caledonia," 
being  that  generally  adopted. 

Considerable  diversity  of  opinion  exists  as  to  the  derivation  of  the 
term,  it  being  variously  stated  by  different  authors.  Chalmers  calls  it 
"  tbe  dividing  fence,"  or  "  the  partition  of  defence  ;"  Jeffrey,  "  a  war 
fence  or  partition — Cat  signifying  conflict  or  battle,  and  Bhail  a  fence ;" 
others  from  Cater  a  camp,  and  Rhail  a  fence,  a  dividing  fence  among 
the  camps  ;  others,  again,  from  Cud  a  ditch,  and  Rhail  a  fence,  the  ditch 
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fence  or  boundary ;  while  another  class  call  it  "  the  Pictswork  ditch," 
attributing  the  formation  of  it,  and  all  other  ancient  artificial  remains  in 
the  district  through  which  it  passes,  to  the  Picts, — a  race  regarding 
whom  very  mythical  traditions  continue  to  float  about  and  receive  cre- 
dence ;  but  almost  all  writers  concur  in  attributing  its  formation  to  the 
Britons,  subsequent  to  the  withdrawal  of  the  Romans  from  this  oonntiy. 

From  the  time  of  Chalmers  to  the  present,  its  dimensions  and  appear- 
ance have  been  described  with  considerable  uniformity,  and  at  the  same 
time  Tery  inaccurately ;  while  the  way  in  which  its  use  has  been  ac- 
counted for,  especially  by  the  most  recent  writers  who  treat  of  it,  has  a 
tendency  to  perpetuate  those  errors  of  description,  and  certainly  reflects 
more  credit  on  the  imaginative  ingenuity  of  the  authors  than  on  their 
discrimination.  This  can  only  be  explained  by  supposing  that  these 
descriptions  were  given  without  any  personal  investigation  of  the  work, 
which  is  still  in  many  places  sufficiently  perfect  to  enable  any  one  who 
sees  it  to  judge  of  its  original  dimensions  and  probable  use.  The  per- 
sonal knowledge  of  Chalmers  regarding  the  Catrail  appears  to  have  been 
very  limited,  as  he  seems  to  have  employed  the  minister  of  Galashiels  to 
survey  it  for  his  "  Caledonia."  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  latter 
gentleman  must  often  have  been  imposed  upon  while  making  inquiries 
at  individuals  resident  in  its  neighbourhood,  as  it  even  yet  continues  to 
be  imperfectly  understood,  and  many  isolated  trenches  running  in  a 
contrary  direction  are  still  pointed  out  as  portions  of  that  work,  although 
unconnected  with  it ;  and  as  they  are  identical  in  appearance,  his  igno- 
rance of  the  locality  would  prevent  him  detecting  the  unintentional 
mistake. 

According  to  Chalmers,  it  originally  consisted  of  a  fosse  or  ditch  26 
feet  broad,  with  a  rampart  on  each  side,  from  8  to  10  feet  in  height, 
formed  of  the  earth  thrown  from  the  interior  of  the  ditch.  After 
minutely  tracing  its  course,  he  adds,  "  There  can  hardly  be  a  doubt 
whether  the  Catrail  was  once  a  dividing  fence,  between  the  Eomanised 
Britons  of  the  Cumbrian  kingdom  and  their  Saxon  invaders  on  the  east. 
It  cannot,  indeed,  bo  fitly  referred  to  any  other  historical  period  of  the 
country  which  is  dignified  by  the  site  of  this  interesting  antiquity. 
The  Britons  and  the  Saxons  were  tlie  only  liostile  people  whose  coun- 
tries were  separated  by  this  warlike  fence,  whicli  seems  to  have  been 
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exactly  calculated  to  overawe  the  encroaching  spirit  of  the  Saxon  people." 
He  also  says  that  ^^  Gordon  absurdly  supposes  it  to  have  been  a  Umea  or 
boundary  which  the  Caledonians  established  after  their  peace  with  the 
Emperor  Severus.  He  ought  to  have  recollected  that  this  work  is  in  the 
country  of  the  Komanised  Britons  of  Valentia,  and  lies  far  from  the  land 
of  the  Maeatae  and  Caledonians.  Maitland,  with  equal  absurdity,  has 
converted  the  Catrail  into  a  Boman  road.  If  he  had  only  examined  it, 
he  would  have  seen  that  it  is  as  different  from  a  Boman  road  as  a  crooked 
is  from  a  straight  line,  or  as  a  coiicave  work  is  from  a  convex.  The  able 
and  disquisitive  Whitaker  was  the  first  who  applied  the  Catrail  to  its 
real  purpose  by  referring  it  to  its  proper  period." 

Mr  Jeffrey,  in  his  "  History  and  Antiquities  of  Boxburghshire,"  now 
in  course  of  publication,  gives  the  dimensions  of  the  Catrail  as  being 
"  26  feet  wide,  with  a  rampart  on  each  side  7  feet  thick  and  10  feet  high. 
This  gigantic  undertaking  was  carried  through  by  the  Ottadini  and 
Gradeni  people  after  the  Bomans  left,  to  protect  themselves  and  posses- 
sions from  the  Saxons  who  were  advancing  upon  them  from  the  north 
and  east.  It  would  also  serve  as  a  screen,  under  cover  of  which  the 
tribes  could  pass  from  one  place  to  another  without  being  seen  by  the 
enemy.  In  the  same  way,  their  flocks  and  herds  might  be  conveyed 
without  being  observed.  These  war-fences  were  constructed  about  446, 
during  the  struggle  which  succeeded  the  landing  of  the  Saxons  between 
the  Forth  and  Tweed,  and  the  immensity  of  the  work  proves  the  despe- 
rate nature  of  the  struggle.  The  Catrail  does  not  go  straight,  but  bends 
round  any  serious  obstacle,  or  stops  at  a  moss  or  naturally  strong  place, 
and  resumes  its  way  on  the  other  side." 

Mr  Wilson,  in  his  "  Annals  of  Hawick"  (1850),  reiterates  the  state- 
ment of  its  dimensions  as  given  by  Chalmers ;  adding,  "  It  is  said  that  at 
equal  distances  appearances  indicate  the  sites  of  separate  towers,  thus 
giving  to  the  work  the  character  of  a  regular  fortification." 

There  are  few  if  any  of  the  works  of  art  of  early  times  in  the  country 
about  which  so  much  has  been  written  to  so  little  purpose,  and  regarding 
which  so  many  inapplicable  suppositions  have  been  hazarded.  Whatever 
its  object  may  have  been,  it  never  was  a  continuous  work,  although  it 
has  always  been  treated  as  such,  and  regarded  as  a  defensive  barrier, 
which  its  occasional  existence  goes  far  to  disprove.     The  opinion  is  fast 
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gaining  ground,  that  it  was  a  mere  territorial  boundary,  and  that  it  was 
made  only  where  no  natural  boundary  existed,  such  as  clenehs  and  water- 
courses, which  it  is  invariably  found  to  take  when  these  occur  in  the 
line  of  its  route.  This  view  of  its  original  use  derives  additional  force 
from  the  fact  that  it  is  still  in  some  places  the  only  boundary  between 
adjacent  proprietors.  Its  dimensions,  where  most  perfect,  are  at  bottom 
of  ditch  from  4  to  5  feet  wide,  from  inner  edge  of  mounds  at  top  12  feet, 
with  a  depth  from  the  bottom  of  ditch  to  the  top  of  mounds  of  4  to  5 
feet. 

That  it  never  was  intended  as  a  protection  or  defence  is  apparent  from 
its  want  of  continuity,  and  from  the  mounds  being  the  same  on  both 
sides,  which  would  render  them  as  much  an  obstacle  in  defence  as  in 
attack.  Its  shallowness  precludes  the  idea  being  entertained  that  it  was 
intended  or  could  be  made  available  as  a  screen,  under  cover  of  which 
men  and  cattle  could  travel  unobserved ;  and  it  is  still  further  condemned 
by  the  fact  that  a  person  standing  on  the  heights  on  either  side  of  the 
work  commands  a  view  of  its  course  within  and  without  for  long  dis- 
tances. No  traces  on  its  margin  or  vicinity  are  visible  as  attestations  of 
any  desperate  struggle  between  hostile  races,  though  numerous  British 
encampments  are  to  be  found  in  its  immediate  neighbourhood  with  some 
turaulary  mounds  still  intact. 

There  is  no  foundation  whatever  for  Mr  Wilson's  statement  on  oral 
authority,  that  appearances  of  towers  are  to  be  found  at  regular  dis- 
tances along  the  trench.  In  its  immediate  vicinity,  but  running  in  an 
opposite  direction,  several  isolated  ditches  of  a  similar  form  are  to  be 
found ;  but  the  puri)ose  for  which  they  were  intended  is  not  apparent. 
They  vary  from  four  to  six  hundred  yards  in  length,  and  their  general 
appearance  indicates  that  they  belong  to  the  same  era  as  the  Catrail. 

The  course  of  the  Catrail  through  the  county  of  Roxburgh  is  from 
Hoscoatshiel  toRobertslinn,  and  is  illustrated  by  a  sketch-map  presented  to 
the  Society.  From  Iloscoatsihiel  to  where  it  falls  into  Hoscoat-burn,  it 
is  very  perfect,  the  distance  being  about  a  mile  and  a  half.  For  a  con- 
siderable part  of  the  distance  hero,  the  ditch  is  wider  and  the  mound  on 
the  left  side  higher  than  in  any  other  place  ^Jhown.  From  the  circum- 
stance of  a  drove-road  still  in  use  running  alongside  of  it,  it  is  believed 
that  it  has  been  tampered  with  in  order  to  form  the  mound  on  the  left 


ANTIQUARIES  OF  SCOTLAND.  121 

side  into  a  modem  fence  for  the  drove-road,  and  hence  the  difference  in 
appearance.  This  has  been  done  by  throwing  up  the  soil  from  the  in- 
terior of  the  ditch,  which  has  had  the  effect  of  widening  it  considerably. 
At  Hoscoat-bum  it  follows  the  streamlet  as  a  natural  distinctive  boun- 
dary to  its  junction  with  the  Borthwick,  descends  the  latter  to  the  point 
where  Muselee-burn  enters  on  the  opposite  side,  then  ascends  it  to  near 
its  source,  where  the  artificial  work  again  commences  and  continues  till 
Teindside-burn  becomes  available,  then  descends  it  to  the  Teviot,  which 
it  follows  till  Northhouse-bum  enters  on  the  opposite  side,  ascends  it  to 
Old  Northhouse,  where  the  artificial  work  again  appears,  and  crosses  the 
hill  to  Doecleuch,  where  it  stops,  descends  that  burn  to  Allan-water, 
follows  it  to  where  Dod-bum  enters  on  the  opposite  side,  ascends  it  to 
Whitehillbrae,  where  the  work  again  makes  its  appearance,  and  continues 
visible  till  it  disappears  in  Bobertslinn-burn,  on  the  confines  of  Liddes- 
dale,  and  is  again  found  further  south. 

It  will  be  seen  that  a  regular  alternation  of  natural  and  artificial 
boundary  lines  occurs  throughout  the  whole  course  of  the  work,  which 
combined  render  it  perfect  and  continuous.  Preceding  writers  have  erred 
from  having  regarded  it  as  wholly  an  artificial  line,  and  accounted  for 
its  disappearance  and  reappearance  by  attributing  its  destruction  to  the 
ravages  of  time  and  the  obliteration  consequent  on  tillage.  If  they  had 
only  exercised  .their  own  judgment  after  a  personal  inspection,  neither 
they  nor  their  readers  would  have  been  perplexed  or  mystified  to  such 
an  extent  as  they  have  been. 

The  only  rational  conclusion  which  can  be  arrived  at  by  an  investiga- 
tion of  its  remains,  as  at  present  to  be  seen,  is  that  it  must  have  been  an 
innocent,  peaceable  boundary  line,  though  when  or  by  whom  formed 
no  evidence  can  be  produced  to  show.  So  far  as  known,  no  relics  have 
ever  been  discovered  in  connection  with  it,  which  might  point  out  its 
authors  and  the  age  in  which  they  flourished. 
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WiDNiBDAT,  IM  May  1858. 

The  Honourable  Lobd  NEAVES,  Yice-PreBident,  in  the  Ohkir. 

Tbe  foUowiog  Gentleman  was  balloted  for  and  elected  a  Fellow  of  th« 
Society : — 

BoBiRT  Patbbbon,  M.D.,  Lelth. 

The  foUowiDg  Donations  presented  to  the  Hnsenm  and  Libiary  wen 
laid  on  the  table  : — 

A  rude  Comb  formed  of  Bone,  Bpreading  out  at  its  extremity  into 
eight  distinct  teeth,  and  with  a  perforation  through  its  opposite  and  nar- 
rower estremity ;  a  Knife  and  Pin  of  Bone ;  Fragment  of  a  Pin  of  Bone ; 
Fragment  of  Bone,  resembling  the  Lid  of  a  Small  Box. — ^Foimd  in  a 
Circular  Building  in  Uist.    (See  Communication,  page  124.) 

A  small  Oval  Brooch  of  Bronze  Wire.     Found  in  tJist. 

From  C.  Gobdon,  Esq.,  by  Sir  Henry  Dkydeh,  Bart. 

Circular  Brooch  of  Copper,  taken  from  the  Breast  of  a  Human  Skeleton 
found  in  the  Foundation  of  the  Old  Church,  Dundee,  1841. 

Two  Silver  Seolt),  a  Brass  one,  and  a  throe-sided  Seal  of  Steel,  dis- 
playing antique  heads  and  armorial  bearings. 

Iron  Head  of  a  Halbcrt,  found  in  a  Field  near  Stockport,  Lancashire. 

By  J.  C.  RouER,  F.S.A.  Scot. 

Memorials  of  Dundrcnnau  Abbey  in  GaUoway.  4to.  Exeter,  1857. 
By  the  Bev.  ^ncaa  Barkly  HutchiBon,  B.D.,  St  James's,  Eeyham, 
Devonport.     From  the  Authok. 

Bulletin  Archccologique  do  I'Association  Bretonne.  4  vols.  8to,  and 
Parts  1  and  2  of  Vol.  V.     Bonnes,  1849-5i.     By  the  AssociATiOK. 

Sketch  of  the  History  and  Antiquities  of  the  l^Iearns.  12mo,  pp.  24. 
Montrose,  1858.  By  Andrew  Jerviso,  Esq.,  Cor.  Mem.  S.A.  Scot. 
From  the  Autuob. 

Description  des  Tombeaux  de  Bel-Air,  prca  Chesaux  sur  Lausanne. 
4to,  pp,  18.    Lausanne,  1841. — Habitations  Lacustres  de  la  Soieae. 
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12mo,  pp. .  24.  Bel- Air,  1857. — Ossements  et  Antiquites  du  lac  de 
Moosseedorf  dans  le  Canton  de  Berne.  8vo,  pp.  14.  G^n^ve,  1857.  By 
M.  F&^Dj^Bio  Tryon,  Lausanne,  the  Author. 

A  Concise  Account  of  Ancient  Documents  relating  to  the  Honor, 
Forest,  and  Borough  of  CIud,  in  Shropshire;  with  copies  of  some  of 
them,  and  Ohservations  on  the  Custom  of  Amobyr^  formerly  existing 
there.  Read  to  the  Meeting  of  -the  Archaeological  Institute  at  Shrews- 
bury in  August  1855.  Privately  printed,  1858.  4to,  pp.  25.  From  the 
Author,  Thomas  Salt,  Esq.,  Shrewsbury. 

The  following  Communications  were  read : — 

I. 

NOTICE  OF  THE  BURG  OF  MOUSA  IN  SHETLAND.     By  Sir  HENRY 
HBYDEN,  Bart.    Communicated  by  JOHN  STUART,  Esq.,  Sec  S.A.  Scot. 

Mr  Stuart  read  a  communication  to  him  from  Sir  Henry  Dryden,  Bart., 
on  the  present  state  of  the  Burg  or  Bound  Tower  of  Mousa,  in  Shetland. 

In  the  northern  parts  of  Scotland  and  adjacent  islands,  there  are 
numerous  specimens,  mostly  in  a  state  of  partial  ruin,  of  structures  called 
"  Burgs,"  and  which  may  be  termed  circular  towers  with  chambers  and 
galleries  in  the  walls. 

Of  these,  the  burg  on  the  little  island  of  Mousa,  one  of  the  Shetland 
group,  is  in  every  way  the  most  interesting  (a  sketch  of  it,  from  a 
drawing  by  Sir  Henry  Dryden,  is  given  in  Plate  IX.)  It  is  also  as  yet 
the  most  entire.  According  to  Sir  Henry  Dryden,  Mousa  consists  of  a 
circular  wall,  13  feet  6  inches  thick  at  the  base,  with  a  series  of  chambers 
and  stairs  in  the  thickness  of  the  wall,  and  41  feet  in  height. 

Unfortunately  its  present  condition  is  far  from  satisfactory ;  and,  ac- 
cording to  the  recent  report  of  a  practical  architect,  it  is  likely  to  go 

1  Mr  Salt's  design  in  the  latter  part  of  his  paper  is  to  show  that  Amobyr  ("Welsh, 
*•  km"  for,  and  "  Gwobyr"  a  fee  or  recompense),  was  a  fee  or  reward  paid  to  the  lord 
for  defending  the  honour  of  his  tenant's  daughter  before  her  marriage,  and  not  a 
compensation  for  not  violating  it,  at  her  marriage.  Vide  Enquiry  into  the  Origin  of 
the  Mercheta  Mulierum,  by  J.  Anderson,  Esq.,  F.S.A.  Scot. ;  ArchoBol.  Scot.,  vol.  iii. 
p.  66. 
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rapidly  into  ruin,  unless  its  decay  be  arrested  by  timely  and  jndioioiui 
repairs. 

Some  mouths  ago  Sir  Henry  Dryden  called  public  attentum  to  these 
circumstances ;  and  a  desire  has  thus  been  awakened  to  have  the  neces- 
sary repairs  executed  in  the  course  of  the  ensuing  season. 

Mousa  is  a  monument  of  the  art  of  the  early  inhabitants  of  ScoiIand| 
and  must  always  be  interesting  to  those  who  are  engaged  in  inquiries 
into  their  social  condition.  It  is  therefore  manifestly  desirable  that  it 
should  be  preserved  in  as  complete  a  state  as  possible,  for  examination 
and  comparison  hereafter.  Both  the  proprietor  and  Sir  Henry  agree  to 
contribute,  and  the  latter  now  invited  the  Fellows  of  the  Society  and 
others  interested  to  join  with  them.  A  Committee  was  proposed,  and 
accordingly  appointed,  with  the  view  of  raising  the  necessary  funds 
and  getting  the  repairs  executed. 

II. 

AN  ACCOUNT  OF  A  CIRCULAB  BUILDING  AND  OTHER  ANCIENT 
REMAINS  DISCOVERED  IN  SOUTH  UIST.  By  Sib  HENRY  DRY- 
DEN, Bart. 

The  following  account  of  a  discovery  of  ancient  remains  in  South  TJist 
is  a  very  imperfect  one,  but,  under  the  circumstances,  it  is  not  probable 
that  a  better  one  will  be  obtained.  The  island  is  nearly  at  the  south  end 
of  the  group  of  the  Hebrides,  and  is  the  property  of  Colonel  Grordon  of 
Cluny,  and  in  1855  his  son  Mr  C.  Gordon  (since  deceased)  was  residing 
there.  I  took  down  the  account  of  the  discovery  from  a  description  by 
Mr  C.  Gordon  when  he  was  in  Edinburgh  in  1856.  Some  of  the  remains 
were  brought  over  by  him  at  that  time,  and  given  to  the  Museum  of  the 
Society  of  Antiquaries  of  Scotland. 

Near  the  west  shore,  and  nearly  level  with  the  sea,  was  a  mound  of 
sand,  &c.  (see  woodcut,  fig.  1.)  In  1855  Mr  C.  Gordon  opened  it,  and 
found  the  remcdns  of  a  circular  building  (see  plan  in  the  woodcut 
fig.  2)  about  12  feet  diameter  in  the  interior,  composed  of  rough  walls 
about  5  feet  thick.  There  were  two  entrances,  one  about  4  feet  sqoaiei 
and  the  other  about  2  feet  6  inches  square,  up  to  one  of  which  ■" 


fonsed  of  etonee  laid  horizontally,  each  projecting  inwards  a  little  more 
than  the  one  below  it,  as  shown  in  gection. 

In  the  tbicknesB  of  the  walla  were  receeeea  (4?),  each  about  4  feet 
§qnare,  all  covered  in  with  roofs  formed 
as  described  above.    On  the  floor  of  the 
nchamberwasfonndacopper  needle 
(formed  of  wire,  with  an  eye  or  open- 
ing through  it  near  one  extremity) — a 
qnantity  of  deer's  horns — a  human   , 
thigh-bone — thirty  or  forty  vertebn 
of  whftleg,  flattened  and  marked  with  ' 
cnl8 — a  bone  article,  fiat  at  each"  end 
and  round  in  the  middle,  8  or  9  Indies 
long  (lost) — a  sort  of  knife  or  lancet 
made  of  thin  bone,  probably  the  brow 

antler  pared  thin  and  carved — another  j,..     2  Ground  Plan 

bone  article,  apparently  a  lid  of  a  small 

Ijfls — a  comb — six  black  stone  dishes,  all  about  2J  inches  thick,  and 
varying  from  1  foot  8  inches  to  10  inchea  long.    The  small  brooch, 
which  is  now,  with  the  other  remains,  in  the  Museum  of  the  Society,  was 
I    forod  in  the  island,  but  not  in  this  building. 

"  before  stated  that  I  wrote  down  this  account  from  a  verbal  de- 
Wr  C,  Gordon,  and  therefore  I  cannol  willi  confidence  com- 
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pare  it  with  other  remains ;  hut,  if  correctly  descrihed,  it  Is  an  interesting 
link  between  the  forts  or  "  burgs"  and  the  so-called  "  Picts'  houses" 
found  in  Orkney  and  Shetland.  The  burgs  (generally  pronounced  biochB) 
or  forts  in  these  islands  are  buildings  consisting  of  a  wall  from  8  feet  to  25 
feet  in  thickness,  enclosing  an  unroofed  circular  area  varying  from  14  to 
38  feet  in  diameter,  with  one  entrance,  rectangular  in  the  head.  The 
enclosing  wall  of  Mousa  Tower,  which  is  the  most  perfect,  is  41  feet  high. 
(See  Wilson's  "  Prehistoric  Annals,"  p.  420.)  But  probably  many  were 
not  so  high.  In  the  thickness  of  the  walls  are  chambers  generally 
isolated,  and  roofed  by  gradually  bringing  inward  stones  laid  horizontally, 
till  a  large  stone  would  reach  across.  The  chambers  at  Mousa  and  at 
one  or  two  other  forts  are  continuous,  and  covered  by  large  stones  without 
the  measuring  process.  The  interior  area  of  the  brochs  was  not  roofed, 
and  could  not  have  been,  as  they  had  no  timber  to  roof  with,  or  to  make 
a  framework  to  construct  a  stone  roof  on,  and  the  area  was  too  large  to 
cover,  as  the  chambers  are  covered. 

The  "  Picts*  houses"  are  more  or  less  sunk  in  the  ground,  and  consist 
of  several  roofed  chambers  like  those  first  mentioned  in  the  brochs,  in  one 
block  without  the  central  area,  and  are  irregular  in  shape  and  relative 
disposition,  with  one  entrance.  (See  Wilson,  p.  84.)  This  South  Uist  build- 
ing is  of  small  area,  and  the  walls  thin  compared  with  the  fort§  above 
mentioned.  It  resembles  them  in  being  circular,  and  in  having  chambers 
in  the  walls.  On  the  other  hand,  it  differs  from  them  in  having  two 
entrances,  and  in  the  ver^'  material  point  of  having  had  a  roof  to  the 
central  area.  This  would  lead  us  to  suppose  that  it  had  never  been  above 
15  feet  high. 

It  differs  from  the  Picts*  houses  in  beingcircular,in  being  above  ground, 
in  having  small  chambers  placed  round  a  central  one,  and  in  having  two 
entrances. 

Search  in  printed  documents  and  in<[uiry  from  antiquaries  should  be 
made,  whether  any  similar  buildings  have  been  discovered. 

Of  the  remains  found  and  presented  to  the  Museum  of  the  Society,  the 
comb  and  pin  resemble  many  others  found  in  Picts'  houses  and  brochs. 
The  knife  is  peculiar.  The  verteLrix?  uK'iitionod  were  probably  for  some 
game ;  and  somewhat  similar  articles  have  been  found  elsewhere.  Deer's 
horns  are  almost  always  found  in  those  ancient  buildings. 
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Stone  dishes  like  these  have  been  found  near  Sand  Lodge  in  Shetland, 
and  were  probably  used  at  a  much  later  date  than  the  date  of  this 
building. 


•III. 

NOTICE  OF  BEEHIVE  HOUSES  IN  HARRIS  AND  LEWIS ;  WITH  TRA- 
DITIONS OF  THE  "  EACH-UISGE,"  OR  WATER-HORSE,  CONNECTED 
THEREWITH.    By  Commandeb  F.  W.  L.  THOMAS,  R.N.    (Pabt  I.) 

The  student  of  Irish  antiquities  is  aware,  that  under  the  name  of  bee- 
hive houses,  cloghauns,  oratories,  &c,,  the  ancient  habitations  of  the 
Irish  people  exist  in  considerable  numbers  and  in  good  preservation ;  I 
do  not  learn  that  this  class  of  dwellings  is  now  inhabited  in  any  part  of 
Ireland,  but  in  Lewis  and  Harris  we  have  buildings  identical  in  form 
and  size,  where  they  are  the  summer  abodes  of  the  people  at  the  present 
day,  so  that  we  witness  in  the  Long  Island  the  expiring  modes  and 
habits  of  the  Celtic  race  as  they  have  been  practised  for  two  thousand 
years. 

I  was  stationed  last  summer  on  the  borders  of  the  Forest  of  Harris, — 
a  mountainous  region  bare  of  trees,  but  with  abundance  of  excellent 
pasture,  which  is  now  wholly  abandoned  to  sheep  and  deer.  Along  all 
the  shores,  the  ruins  of  the  cottages  and  the  deep  furrows  of  the 
"feannag" — most  inappropriately  called  "lazy-beds,"  as  the  inventor 
of  that  term  would  find,  if  he  had  to  carry  the  seaware  that  serves  for 
manure  on  his  back  from  the  shore  up  the  steep  and  rugged  brae — are 
seen,  and  the  green  sward  still  springs  where  the  cattle  have  pastured  and 
the  foot  of  man  has  trod  :  a  nide  and  tortuous  dike,  following  the  coast 
at  the  distance  of  perhaps  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  enclosed  what  was  the  farm 
from  the  moor  or  hill.  Loch  Meabhag  is  a  narrow  creek  running  five- 
sixths  of  a  mile  into  the  land ;  it  is  still  green  upon  both  shores  from 
the  labours  of  a  former  peasantry,  but  a  solitary  gamekeeper's  lodge  is 
now  the  only  sign  of  human  life.  I  was  informed  that  on  the  moor, 
about  half  a  mile  from  the  head  of  this  loch,  there  was  a  circular  house, 
roofed  entirely  with  stone  and  without  a  bit  of  wood  in  its  construction. 
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Oq  visiting  the  place  iDdicated,  I  found  two  beehive-houBes;  one  of  them 
(Plate  X.,  6g.  1)  is  quite  complete  and  entire,  bnt  the  walls  of  the  other 
(fig.  2)  alone  remain ;  they  are  bnt  a  few  yards  apart,  and  are  situated 
most  romantically  under  the  shelter  of  a  land-cliff,  and,  as  is  alwaji  the 
case,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  good  pasture.  The  ground  is  here  as 
rugged  as  usual,  the  (so-called)  boulder  clay  is  scraped  up  into  a  thousand 
little  hills,  and  huge  transported  blocks  of  gneiss  are  scattered  far  and 
near.  These  ^'  bothan/'  as  they  are  called  in  Lewis,  are  twm  a  short 
distance  hardly  to  be  distinguished  from  the  granite  blocks  aioond,  and 
in  fact  I  was  unsuccessful  in  finding  them  on  my  first  seaioh.  I  lay 
before  the  Society  plans  and  drawings  of  these  interesting  objects :  No.  1 
IS  entire — ^it  is  18  feet  in  diameter  on  the  ontside,  and  9  feet  in  height; 
the  ground-plan  (fig.  3)  is  an  irregular  circle ;  the  walls  at  the  base  are 
5  or  6  feet  thick,  the  thickness  being  filled  in  with  a  jumble  of  stones 
and  turf.  Above  the  height  of  3  feet  the  stones  are  in  a  single  coarse, 
and  approximate  in  a  conical  or  beehive  form  to  the  apex,  where  the 
top  is  covered  by  a  single  stone  (fig.  4).  The  doorway  is  rudely  square, 
3  feet  high  and  2  broad :  an  amorphous  slab  of  gneiss,  such  as  a  man 
could  easily  lift,  served  for  a  door.  The  interior  chamber  is  sub-ciroular 
in  plan,  8  feet  in  the  longest,  and  7  feet  in  the  shortest  diameters.  In 
section  the  chamber  is  sub-conical,  rising  almost  perpendicularly  for 
3  feet,  then  quickly  closing  into  the  centre,  where  it  is  6  feet  in  height. 
The  whole  is  built  of  rough  untrimmed  blocks  of  gneiss,  the  debris  of 
the  glacial  period.  A  very  little  above  the  floor  are  four  recesses  or  mde 
cupboards,  from  a  foot  to  a  foot  and  a  half  square. 

No.  2  is  about  four  yards  from  No.  1,  and  the  roof  has  fallen  in,  but  the 
walls  are  still  5  feet  in  height  (fig.  5).  It  dificrs  from  No.  1,  first, 
that  the  walls  of  the  chamber  begin  to  close  in  from  the  base-line;  and 
secondly,  in  having  a  prolongation  (fig.  6),  probably  a  sleeping-place,  on 
one  side.  The  chamber  of  No.  2  is  circular  in  plan  (fig.  6),  and  6 
feet  in  diameter.  On  the  west  side  is  a  cell  4^  feet  long,  from  1^ 
to  2  feet  broad,  and  2  feet  4  inches  in  height :  an  elevation  of  this 
cell  is  shown  on  the  drawing  marked  h.  The  sides  of  the  cell  are 
formed  by  placed  stones,  and  the  roof  by  single  stones  laid  across.  The 
end  or  head  of  the  cell  is  the  rough  face  of  a  large  (naturally  placed) 
transported  block  of  gneiss.     It  might  be  doubted  whether  anything  so 


BlJ-iilVy.  nOllSES   (HOThhn)  MKMiBAG.  fURKSr  iii--iuHms 


J\ 


V 


<*     -1 


irfv?"^ 


■Stttu  »r  rrrt 


^^m^' 


ASTIQUAIITES  {IF  Si'dTLAND. 


129 


mde  could  be  a  Ijed-place,  yet  the  mnii  is  31 
first  saw  the  light  iu  one  or  other  of  these 
the  wife  of  the  tenant  of  Meabhag,  Besidei 
which  I   had   from  an  ev»^-vritness,   throw* 


pposed  to  be  still  alive  whu 

bothaa,'  his  mother  being 

:,  the  following  information, 

ingjderablo  light  on  the 


domestio  arraugemente  find  donnitorial  requirements  of  the 
modern  IlighlaLders,  ond,  as  I  helieve,  of  the  ancient  Plots  and  Scots. 
The  district  of  Uarvas  in  Lewis  ia,  by  the  Lewis  people  themKelves,  con- 
sidered to  be  inhabited  by  a  race  distinct  from  those  in  the  rest  of  tho 
ialand — that  is,  they  are  dark,  short,  Bquare,  ugly,  large-bellied,  and  with 
much  cunning  under  a  foottsh  exterior  ^  they  are  said  to  be  more  back- 
ward than  the  rest,  so  that  the  "  Taobh  B'iar"  (Taobh  n'iar),  "  west  side," 
which  does  not  include  Uig,  is  proverbially  connected  with  dirt  and 
Elovenliness.  In  this  part  of  Lewis  alone  remains  the  custom  of  leaving 
a  hole  in  the  thickness  of  the  wall  for  a  dormitory:  it  is  flagged  of 
course,  about  3  feet  broad,  and  a  foot  and  a  half  high,  and  long  or  deep 
enough  for  a  man  to  lie  iu.  Into  this  strange  hole,  the  person  who 
would  sleep  gets  in  "  feet  foremost,"  sometimes  by  the  help  of  a  rope 
from  above,  his  head  lying  at  the  mouth  of  the  hole;  the  hole  or 
dormitory  may  be  4  or  5  feet  from  the  floor.  I  presume  this  custom 
must  have  a  very  remote  origin,  and  it  enables  us  to  form  an  idea  of  one 
of  the  domestic  arrangements  that  took  place  in  the  most  ancient  stone 
dwellings  in  our  island. 

I  did  not  find  any  more  bothan  in  the  vicinity  of  Loch  Meabhag, 
but  three  miles  to  tlie  westward,  near  a  lake  from  whence  runs  Avon  Suidh, 
is  the  ruin  of  a  both,  remarkable  for  a  combination  of  the  circular  or 
beehive  house  with  the  oblong  squ.ire  or  ordinary  form. 

The  square  part  of  the  dwelling  contairked  a  chamber  Oj-  x  5|  feet  with 
small  cupboards  on  three  sides;  it  was  roofed  with  timber;  the  walls  are 
from  5  to  8  feet  in  thickness  and  very  rudely  built.  To  one  side  of  this 
square  a  circidar  and  stone-roofed  building  has  been  attached,  and  it 
contains  a  sleeping- place  like  that  deBcribcd  in  No.  'Z.  A  doorway  but 
12  inches  wide  allows  communication  with  the  square  chamber.  It  is 
difficult  lo  conceive  a  ruder  dwelling,  yet  it  must  have  been  inhabited  to 
A  Ute  period,  for  the  remains  of  the  thatch  and  rafters  are  still  there. 

'  Both.  pJ.  Biitlmn. 
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legend;  aided  by  an  inductive  reason,  may  become  a  torch  to  brighten  up 
the  regions  of  the  misty  past:  a  dreadful  story  of  the  "  Odhar-chu,"* 
may  tell  us  of  a  time  when  the  now  forgotten  wolf  lurked  in  his  murky  den; 
or  the  tale  of  an  amatory  ^'Each-uisge''  may  conjure  back  the  heavy 
whale-horse  basking  on  his  surf-beaton  rock ;  or  the  nomade  custom  of 
a  Hebridean  peasant  may  help  to  throw  a  flickering  halo  on  the  manners 
of  our  forefathers,  where  the  steady  light  afforded  by  written  documents 
is  altogether  wanting. 


DESCRIPTION  OF  BEEHIVE  HOUSES  IN  UIG,  LEWIS,  AND  OF  A 
PICT'S  HOUSE  AND  CROMLECH,  &c.,  HARRIS.  By  Commandkb  F.  W. 
L.  THOMAS,  R.N.     (Part  II.) 

[The  following  communication,  being  a  continuation  of  the  author's 
preceding  paper,  was  read  at  a  subsequent  meeting  of  the  Society,  but  it 
was  thought  advisable,  for  tho  sake  of  connection,  to  deviate  from  the 
usual  practice  of  arrangement,  and  introduce  it  in  this  place.] 

In  a  paper  read  before  this  Society  in  the  spring  of  last  year,  it  was 
mentioned  that  stone-roofed  or  beehive  houses  had  been  found  in  the 
Forest  of  Harris.  They  were  in  a  ruinous  condition,  and  had  been  deserted 
for  many  years ;  but  I  had  been  informed  that  in  some  parts  of  Lewis 
these  singular  structures  were  still  used  for  dwellings  in  summer,  and  I 
then  stated,  that  if  any  additional  information  was  acquired  in  the  course 
of  the  ensuing  season,  it  should  be  communicated  to  the  Society.  In 
fulfilment  of  this  promise,  I  lay  before  the  Society  plans  and  drawings 
of  a  great  variety  of  these  dwellings ;  and  having  visited  about  forty  differ- 
ent examples,  I  proceed  to  describe  their  usual  position  and  normal  form, 
and  then  the  variations  that  occur  in  their  plan,  until  at  hist  we  shall 
find  a  great  resemblance  to  the  Picts'  houses  of  the  Orkneys,  in  which 
country  it  must  be  remembered  the  Gaelic  element  of  population  has 
never  been  introduced. 

I  wish  I  had  been  able  to  have  given  tlie  topographical  area  of  these 

'  Dun  Dopj. 
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leehive  bouses  ia  Scotland,  but  my  ioqumos  have  only  led  to  negative 
reaults.  I  hava  been  informed  that  they  do  Dot  exist  in  Ross-Bhlre,  in 
Skye,  not  in  Mull ;  from  which  I  do  not  infer  that  they  have  never  exiisted 
there,  but  that  tbe  people  do  not  now  use  such  dwelUuga,  and  tbe  ruioB 
of  them  have  been  overlooked.  I  entertain  no  doubt  that  some  perfect 
specimens  existed  in  Skye  a  century  and  a  half  ago,  but  they  had  already 
become  archaic,  and  a  love  of  the  marvellons  bad  converted  them  into 
abodes  of  Dnitdn.'  Tbe  atone-roofed  honses  ore  naturally  not  to  be  met 
with  where  enough  timber  was  standing  to  form  the  roof  of  a  bouse,  and 
we  may  safely  predict  tiiat  not  a  branch  of  sufficient  size  to  support  a 
turf  roof  grew  at  or  near  those  places  where  the  stone-roofed  dwellings 
are  found.  From  all  I  can  learn,  then,  these  dwellings  only  now  exist  in 
St  Eilda,  Borrera,  the  Flannan  Isles,  the  pariah  of  Uig  in  Lewis,  and  a 
few  in  Harris.'  A  copy  of  a  drawing  of  the  one  in  St  Kilda,  by  Mr  Mac- 
donald,  tbe  minister  of  Harris,  is  upon  the  table,  and  our  zealous  and 
active  antiquary,  Mr  Mure,  can  tell  ua  alt  about  this  "House  of  theHeroine" 
(or  female  warrior).  The  house  on  Borrera  is  well  described  in  Macaulay'a 
History  of  St  Kilda,  and  I  have  named  tbe  Flannan  Isles  on  tbe 
authority  of  Mr  Mure, 

But  it  is  in  Uig  alone  that  the  beehive  houses  arc  tbe  present  dwellings 
{in  summer)  of  tbe  people ;  even  bete  I  do  not  believe  that  there  are 
twenty  now  inhabited,  and  in  a  very  few  years  tiiey  will  have  ceased  to 
be  used  altogether.  But  the  ruins  exist  in  great  unmbei's,  commonly  by 
the  side  of  some  stream  where  the  gross  grows  luxuriantly  in  summer,' 
often  at  the  foot  of  a  land- cliff  where  the  huge  fallen  blocks  have  be«>a 
adopted  to  form  one  side  of  the  house,  and  occasionally  at  tbe  mouth  of 
a  glen  by  the  sea-shore.  Wherever  placed,  all  the  natives  agree  that  no 
one  knows  who  built  them,  and  that  they  were  not  made  by  the  fathers 
nor  grandfathers  of  persons  now  living.' 

1  Mortin.  West  Iale».  p.  154. 

*  Tho  oommuni cation  by  Sir  H.  Dryden  (imge  124)  shows  that  these  beo-hive* 
hanBCB  bad  also  axistud  in  South  tlist. — Ei>. 

*  A  gafry  {Gearrnidli,  Gaol.) 

*  This  remurk  mnst  bu  quallSod,  for  it  is  asserted  that  one  via  hmlt  by  a  person 
who  ia  (till  olive,  and  there  ia  another  at  Garry  na  bine  that  bos  a  cUimQey  in  it, 
whiuli  must  at  any  rate  be  compaiativcly  morj^ni  -,  bal  the  general  [almMt  universal) 

'AT  IB,  that  DO  ODD  knows  who  built  them. 
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The  normal,  and,  I  presume,  the  most  modem  form  of  a  beehive  house, 
of  which  the  plan  drawn  on  Plate  XI.,  fig.  4,  may  be  considered  the  type, 
is  an  irregular  circle,  six  or  seven  feet  in  diameter,  the  walls  rising  per- 
pendicularly for  three  feet ;  each  successive  course  of  stone  then  overlapa 
or  projects  beyond  the  one  below  it,  and  thus  the  roof  gradually  oloaee  in 
and  takes  a  beehive  form.  It  is  evident  that  in  this  style  of  arobitectura 
the  size  of  the  rooms  is  limited  by  the  nature  of  the  stone ;  and  although 
a  tolerably  safe  roof  may  be  made  in  this  manner  with  rough  moor-stonea 
to  cover  an  area  of  six  feet,  it  would  have  a  most  uncomfortable  and 
Buspicious  appearance  if  extended  over  twice  those  dimensions.  Even  in 
the  Orkneys,  where  there  is  abundance  of  flagstone,  although  there  axe 
chambers  there  45  feet  long,  the  breadth  was  only  5  feet.  A  hole,  called 
the  Farlos,*  is  left  in  the  apex  of  the  roof  for  the  escape  of  the  smokei 
and  is  closed  with  a  turf  or  flat  stone  as  requisite.  There  are  two  doors 
(a,ay)  2^  feet  high,  and  2  feet  broad,  and  they  are  placed  so  that  a  line 
joining  them  cuts  off  on  one  side  about  two-thirds  of  the  enclosed  area. 
The  two  doors  are  a  decided  improvement,  for  that  one  upon  the  side  on 
which  the  wind  blows — that  is,  the  weather  door — is  closed  with  a^ stone 
or  turf,  while  the  lee  one  is  left  open,  and  a  gentle  draught  carries  the 
smoke  serenely  above  the  head  of  the  inhabitant  and  through  the  Farlos. 
From  door  to  door  a  row  of  flat  stones,  a  few  inches  in  height,  forms  the 
"  Being,*'*  bench  or  seat,  and  behind  this  the  area  is  filled  up  with  hay 
or  rushes  for  a  bed.  I  had  a  native  estimate  of  its  capacity,  and  found  it 
calculated  to  hold  three  people.  In  front  of  the  bench,  and  midway 
between  the  two  doors,  is  the  fire — of  peat  of  course,  and  not  much  needed 
except  for  cooking.  Above  the  fire,  a  longish  stone  draws  in  and  out  of 
the  wall  for  the  purpose  of  hanging  a  pot  on,  and  in  nearly  every  ruin 
did  we  find  this  primitive  instrument  in  its  place,  shoved  back  into  the 
wall.  There  are  usually  two  or  four  sijuare  holes  in  the  wall  to  serve 
for  cupboards  or  presses.^  The  furniture  will  vary  with  the  wealth  of  the 
occupant — a  blanket,  an  iron  pot,  a  basin,  u  j^ipuou,  and  a  bag  of  meal,  would 
imply  a  well-to-do  establishment,  with  one  or  two  jars,  tins  or  kegs,  to 
hold  milk  and  carry  it  to  the  farm.  In  the  good  old  times  no  other 
article  of  furniture  or  domestic  economy  might  have  been  found  thin 

1  Farleus,  a  skyliglit.  (Gael.)  2  Being  (Gael.),  proBOIIB*  *-<*-■ 

3  Cull  (Gael.),  a  nook,  a  niche;  pL  Cuiltean. 
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some  pans  and  jars  made  from  his  native  clay  by  the  extremely  iudepeu- 
dent  individual  who  fattened  upon  sweet  and  sour  milk,  with  an  occasional 
relish  of  limpets  and  buckies. 

On  the  outside  of  these  houses,  the  chinks  of  the  stones  are  stuffed 
with  grass  and  moss,  and  over  all  is  a  thick  layer  of  turf,  which  grows  into 
one  mass,  and,  besides  being  perfectly  wind  and  water  tight,  gives  great 
stability  to  the  roof. 

I  lay  before  the  Society  a  very  careful  drawing  (Plate  XII.),  done  by 
my  assistant  Mr  Sbarbau,  of  one  of  the  few  inhabited  groups  of  these 
beehive  houses.  At  first  sight  it  may  be  taken  for  a  picture  of  a  Hot- 
tentot village,  rather  than  a  hamlet  in  the  British  Isles.  It  was  a  dark 
and  cheerless  day  in  August,  when  the  wet  was  splashing  from  the  moor 
at  every  step,  that  we  made  an  expedition  to  this  place.  On  the  road 
we  had  been  resting  in  one  of  these  archaic  homes ;  seated  upon  the  bench 
before  the  little  fire,  and  out  of  the  cold  wind,  I  can  answer  that  I  found 
it  very  comfortable.  To  a  tired  man,  or  to  a  very  stout  one,  the  size  of 
the  door  is  no  doubt  an  inconvenience.  Passing  on  to  the  Bushy  Lake, 
we  strolled  up  the  burn  of  Fidigidb,  the  excellent  Ordnance  map  being 
our  guide,  till  we  came  to  the  object  of  our  search.  About  twenty  of 
these  dwellings  were  scattered  along  the  banks  of  the  burn  in  about 
half  a  mile ;  groups  of  cows,  with  their  attendants,  were  spread  around  ; 
remnants  of  baskets,  of  what  we  should  disdainfully  call  weeds,  were 
frequent,  while  the  baskets  that  contained  them  were  carefully  placed  on 
the  roofs  of  the  huts,  to  prevent  them  being  eaten  by  the  cattle ;  for,  be 
it  known,  a  cow  of  the  Outer  Hebrides  is  by  no  means  the  long-enduring 
animal  that  the  well-fed  brute  of  more  southern  lands  has  become. 
Although  so  small  in  body,  they  are  supposed  by  their  possessors  to  have  an 
indomitable  spirit,  and  they  are  constantly  hobbled  before  the  process  of 
milking  commences  ;  and  even  then,  vain  are  the  efforts  of  the  dairymaid, 
unless  her  vaccine  friend  is  kept  in  good  humour  and  amused.  Accord- 
ingly, although  at  this  season  there  is  an  abundance  of  excellent  grass 
upon  the  hills,  the  maid  must  bring  from  the  farm,  often  eight  weary 
miles  away,  creels  of  grass  and  weeds  pulled  from  the  growing  corn  and 
potiitoes.  Without  this,  or  a  still  greater  treat,  the  backbones  of  fish  that 
are  splilj  for  salting,  the  cow  refuses  to  yield  her  milk.  We  selected  a 
good  position  for  sketching,  and  voi y  soon  a  boy — probably  the  only  one 
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in  the  Mttleroent  who  could  speak  EngUsb — ^waa  ee&t  to  as  «M£^ 
offer  of  laiUc,  His  Block  of  Eagliab  was  not  large,  as  he  could  a 
speak  of  the  group  of  huts  as  the  eity.  Shortly  a  danuel,  full  of  health 
and  intelligence,  haviiig  what  in  the  vernacular  is  called  "  made  herself 
tidjr,"  brought  us  a  howl  of  milk,  and  seemed  to  think  we  should  partake 
of  it  as  froelj  as  a  youthful  quadroped.  The  two  sat  down  beside  ns, 
and  with  the  politeness  that  is  born  with  the  Celtic  race,  did  not  look  ovet 
the  drawiug  till  desired,  when  the  note  of  admiration,  "Ga  sioiroidk," 
"  GrU  siorruidb,"  and  some  good-natured  pats  on  the  bock,  wer 
ward  of  Div  companion. 

I  have  rrnw  lie'^i-ribc'l  wliitf  i?i  thi?  norniHl  ptytc  arnl  arrangementi  in 
theaeBotlMii.  .^^  ili.-y  .i^  .■,ill,-,l  m  L.-.vi-  .in  :  ■■nti  distinction  to  t 
Aridhean,  which  are  timbei-roofed  and  oblong  in  plan)  ;  I  have  BOW  tO 
notice  the  principal  variations  in  their  figure  and  dimeosiODB. 

Id  Bothan  Aird — of  which  there  is  a  plan  and  penpeotive  dnnrisg 
(Plate  XIII.,  figs.  1,  2,  and  3), — one  side  is  formed  by  native  rook ;  tiw 
plan  is  square,  with  doors  at  alternate  aides;  and  before  one  of  them,  a 
short  paesage  at  right  angles  breaks  off  the  force  of  the  wind. 

In  the  rest  of  the  plans  there  is  but  one  door,  and  I  am  inclined  to  ' 
think  that  the  second  is  comparatively  a  modem  and  degenerate  inven- 
tion for  the  purpose  of  getting  rid  of  the  smoke ;  where  there  is  but  one 
door,  the  fire  is  very  cIoeo  to  it. 

In  Plates  XI.,  XII.,  and  XIII.,  we  have  the  simplest  forms,  that  of  a 
common  beehive ;  in  fig.  7,  Plate  XIII.,  the  prolongation  of  one  of  the 
side  walls  in  a  horse-shoe  form  makes  a  "fosgarlan"'  or  poreh,  and 
shelters  the  inner  door. 

In  Plate  XIV.,  figs.  2, 3,  and  6,  the  porch  is  entered  by  two  doors,  and 
is  almost  as  large  as  the  main  dwelling,  thus  presenting  the  appeaiaaoe 
of  a  double  house. 

In  Plate  XIV.,  figs,  land  2,  representing  the  plan  of  a  ruin  at  Geairaidh 
na  b-Airde  Moire,'  there  is  a  single  arrangement,  which,  when  perfect, 
would  have  presented  the  appearance  of  four  domes  in  line. 

In  Plate  XIII.,  figs.  4,  5,  and  G,  the  difi'ercntiation  (as  the  naturalists 
terra  it)  is  carried  still  further :  we  have,  first,  a  main  chamber ;  seCMid^, 

'  Thifl  word  ia  pure  Nciree.  nnil  atinald  be  written  Fot-AaU. 
2  Gfttrj  of  the  GrcHt  Headland. 
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an  inner  chombor;  and  tUinlly,  by  ascending  two  stepe,  we  come  into 
what  might  have  been  the  nuisery. 

In  Plate  XIV.,  fig.  3,  we  have  the  highest  state  of  luinry  that  we  have 
yet  Been,— there  ia  the  foegarlan,  the  dwelling,  a  room  for  tha  chnm  and 
other  treasures,  and  a  dairy,  all  attached, 

fiat  by  far  the  most  singular  of  all  these  structures,  and  probably 
uniqae  in  the  Long  Island,  is  at  Geariaidh  na  h- Aiide  Moire,  on  the  shore  of 
Loch  Keaort  (Flutes  XY,  and  XVI.)  I  cannot  describe  it  better  than  by 
biddingyou  supiiose  twelve  individual  beehive  huts  all  built  touching  each 
other,  with  doore  and  passages  from  one  to  the  other.  The  diameter  of  this 
gigantic  booth  is  46  feet,  and  is  nearly  circular  in  plan.  The  height  of 
tlie  doors  and  passages  about  2J  feet ;  and  under  the  emokehole  (farlos),  in 
two  of  the  chambers,  the  height  was  6J  foet.  There  are  three  distinct  suites 
of  chambers,  perhaps  the  dwellings,  originally,  of  three  separate  families. 

The  chambers  are  scarcely  larger  than  any  of  the  other  bothan,'  the 
size  of  the  stones  employed  limiting  the  area  they  will  safely  cover. 
Two  of  the  chambers  were  still  roofed,  but  in  a  very  ruinous  condition, 
and  both  fell  in  just  after  my  people,  who  had  been  digging  into  the 
floor  of  the  chambers,  bad  left.  We  found  no  other  relics  than  the  red 
ash  which  marks  where  a  fire  has  been,  and  a  great  many  shells  of  the 
edible  moUnsca  are  almost  constantly  scattered  about  these  dwellings. 
A  very  accurate  plan  and  section  of  this  complex  building  accompanies 
this  paper,  and  a  reetoratiuo  of  the  south  side  shows  what  was  its  appear- 
ance when  it  was  complete  and  roofed  with  turf. 

I  am  informed  that,  so  late  as  1823,  this  both  was  inhabited  by  four 
families,  and  that  the  now  tenant  of  Aird-Bheag,  an  old  man,  lived  in  it 
when  a  boy  for  eight  successive  summers.  This  both  and  garry  belonged 
to  the  tenants  of  the  townland  of  Carnieh. 

A  beehive  bouse  is  in  Lewis  called  Bot/i  (pronounced  ho,  pi.  bothan},' 
an  Irish  and  Gaelic  word  of  which  the  meaning  is  very  well  expressed 
by  the  Englisli  "bothy,"  i.e.  a  temporary  dwelling.  The  name  is 
frequent  in  Ireland,  and  "Both-chonais,  i.e.  Conns  booth,  tent,  or  hut," 
is  mentioned  as  early  as  i.n.  850,  in  the  Annals  of  the  Four  Masters. 
In  Icelandic,  the  same  idea  is  expressed  by  bud. 


'  Aa  the  pi  fin 


e  not.  thought  it  neccsury  b) 
'  Welch,  B6d,  a  dwelling. 
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From  OTlulierty's  description  of  West  CoDnaught,  written  in  1684, 
it  appears  tLut  tluB  t^tylc  of  dwelling  had  already  become  archaic;  for  he 
says,  "They  have  clogh-ins,  a  kind  of  building  of  stones  laid  one  upon 
unotlier,  which  are  brought  to  a  roof  without  any  manner  of  mortar  to 
<?enient  them, — some  of  which  cabins  will  hold  forty  men  on  their  floor, — 
so  ancient  that  nobody  knows  how  long  ago  any  of  them  was  made. 
Scarcity  of  wot)d  and  store  of  tit  stones  without  peradventure  found  out 
the  first  invention  '*  (p.  G8). 

So  far  this  paper  has  been  a  simple  description  of  facts,  and  I  will 
now  succinctly  state  the  conclusions  1  have  arrived  at  from  their  con- 
sideration. I  conceive,  then,  these  beehive-houses  to  be  the  Scottic  or 
Irish  type  of  tlu^  earliest  domestic  artificial  dwelling,  and  to  have  been 
introduced  into  the  Outer  Hebrides  after  the  conquest  of  these  islands 
by  tlie  Northmen,  at  the  end  of  the  eighth  century.  It  is  probable  that, 
as  in  the  Orknoyr:,  tlic  Pictish  inhabitants  and  Scottic  priests  were  com- 
pletely extiri>ated ;  in  proof  of  this  is  the  fact  that  scarcely  an  island  or 
a  farm  of  any  importance  in  the  Ifobrides  bears  a  Scottic  name.  A  very 
few  places  have  retained  their  Pictish  names,  but  the  great  majority  are 
Norse.  In  all  Harris,  two  phices  alone  indicate  (by  their  names)  the 
presonct;  of  a  race  anterior  to  the  Northmen, — Luskentyre,  Lis-ceann-tir, 
and  Kath. 

But,  from  the  cession  of  tlicse  islands  to  Scotland  in  1098,  the  Norso 
language  would  rapidly  docliue,  ancl  the  people,  by  communication  and 
iutermarriuge,  become  mixed  u\)  with,  and  at  last  not  to  be  distinguished 
from,  the  Scots.  How  much  of  the  old  language  is  retained  in  the 
(iaelic  vernacular  1  do  not  knov/,  but  I  observe  that  a  large  proportion 
of  tojiographical  terms  in  present  use — .-^uch  as  skerry,  bo',  ness,  &c. — 
are  Norse. 

I  have  stated  that  1  consider  the  beehive-hou.ses  to  be  a  Scottic  intro- 
duction, but  in  the  Outer  Hebrides  are  lliose  remains  which  in  the 
Orkneys  are  called  Picts'  houses,  and  wliicli  I  Itelieve  to  be  anterior  to 
the  invasion  of  the  Nortlimon.  I  havr  inloiniation  of  some  in  the 
south-west  of  Harris,  but  liave  liad  no  (Jiij)ur(iniit  v  of  vet  viMiinc:  them, 
liut  we  discovered  one  at  Nisihcst  in  IJairis,  in  tlie  usual  situation,  and 
witli  the  usual  cliaracteri>tios.  Tlu'  ruin  w a.-  ])nriod  in  san<l  except  on 
one  side,  where,  on  bein^'  shown  th.-  htnncs  tlial   made  the  doorway,  I 


t. 


i mm eil lately  surmised  it  to  be  a  Pint's  iiouEe.  My  jieojile  turned  tn 
with  a  will  to  esfavate  it,  a  work  of  groat  labour  to  any  but  a  profeeeed 
tiavigstor;  for  from  the  floor  of  the  riiiii  to  the  eurftice  of  the  sninibil! 
waB  in  some  placee  twelve  feet  deep.  By  refereucc  to  the  plan,  Plate 
XVII.,  fig,  2,  it  will  be  seen  that  a  low  doorway,  apparently  with  a  porch 
ID  front,  opens  into  an  irregular  pear-shaped  chamber,  having  on  one  eide 
a  beehive  chamber,  A  short  passage  leads  to  another  low  doorway,  and 
another  beehive  chamber.  The  walls  were  in  Home  places  still  six  feet 
high,  and  at  the  spot  marked  with  a  cross  was  found  the  upper  stone  of 
a  quern  of  a  horablendio  elaly  rock,  and  bo  rotten  as  not  to  bear  lifting 
without  falling  to  pieces.  We  also  fouud  pieces  of  three  difTcreut 
craggans,  or  pans  of  native  pottery,  and  the  bones  of  the  ox,  ebeep,  deer, 
Beal,  and  dog.' 

A  comparison  of  the  plan  of  this  ruin  with  those  in  the  Orkneys,  figured 
in  the  34th  vol.  of  the  Archfenlogia,  will  show  that  both  belong  to  the 
same  era  and  people.  I  have  little  to  add  to  what  has  been  stated  in 
that  volume  ;  there  do  not  seem  to  be  any  Imditions  of  the  Picts  in  the 
Long  Island  -,  the  uame,  as  well  as  that  of  Cniithne,  appears  unknown. 
The  Island  of  the  Pigmies  may  indeed  point  towards  them,  for  the  Earl 
of  Orkney's  chaplain,  writing  about  14G0,  says,  that  the  "  Pepi"  (Peti) 
were  only  a  little  exceeding  pigmies  in  stature,  and  worked  wonderfully 
in  the  construction  of  their  cities,  evening  and  morning,  but  in  mid-day, 
being  quite  destitute  of  strength,  they  hid  themselves  through  fear  in 
liUh  houtes  under  gTourul. 

Tbie  notion  of  the  small  stature  of  the  Plots  would  have  had  more 
weight,  did  we  not  meet,  at  the  same  time,  with  their  goodly  castles, 
their  gigatitio  monoliths,  and  monumental  circles.  Even  the  small  size 
of  their  (temporary)  dwellings  will  not  seem  to  be  so  very  inconvenient 
when  it  is  known  how  many  bipeds,  quadrupeds,  and  mi 
still  stowed  away  in  a  single  black  hut. 

On  the  same  point  of  land  as  the  Pict's  house  I  have  been  describing,  , 
stands  a  simple  massive  pillar,  11  feet  high,  sacred  to  the  memory  Dtm 
some  unknown  saint  or  warrior.     It  never  enters    the  minds  of  t 

'  Thpse  bonea  bfiTp  undprgone  a  crilicnl  invpstipition  hj  my  friend  Dr  IM 
with  the  rcaiilt  thai  no  osteologiKnl  dilTprencp  apiieara  lo  bnvo  tnkeD  p 
domeitic  snimaU  of  the  Oiitcir  Hcbridpg  for  the  Inst  tbniinntiH  yars. 
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degenerate  islanders  that  ordinary  heads  and  hands  could  cany  and 
upraise  such  stupendous  hlocks ;  so  we  hear  that  this  stone  is  the  Ord 
Bamach  or  Limpet  Hammer,  which  a  witch  who  was  going  to  the  shore 
for  hait  threw  at  some  person  with  whom  she  was  enraged. 

Another  Pictish  monument  is  also  near  to  the  Pict's  house  at  '^  Hauga- 
host,"  a  Norse  compound,  proving  the  existence  of  the  haug  or  tomb 
when  the  stad  was  occupied  for  a  farm.  But  this  monument  is  a 
veritable  cromlech :  seven  stones  of  about  4  feet  in  height  stand  on  the 
circumference  of  a  circle  whose  diameter  is  8  feet :  upon  these  upright 
stones  originally  rested  a  large  cap-stone  or  flag,  rudely  covering  the 
entire  circle.  The  plan  and  drawing  of  my  accomplished  assistant,  Mr 
Sharbau,  who  has  prepared  most  of  the  plans^  at  present  upon  the  table, 
will  describe  sufficiently  its  present  appearance.  In  scraping  away  the 
sand  for  the  purpose  of  measuring  the  height  of  the  stones,  we  found 
the  entire  bones  of  a  human  skeleton  all  lying  together  in  a  heap.  I 
carefully  removed  the  skull,  and  it  is  now  in  the  Antiquarian  Museum. 
I  account  for  finding  the  bones  in  this  position,  by  supposing  that  some 
former  excavator,  after  finishing  his  explorations,  had  with  pious  care 
covered  up  the  exhumed  human  remains.^  One  thing  is  certain,  that  they 
were  dry  bones  before  their  last  interment,  and  that  they  were  orderly 
placed.^ 

The  imaginative  temperament  exists  largely  among  the  Hebrideans, 

*  These  plans  and  drawings  were  mucli  admired  for  the  miqutc  accuracy  of  their 
details,  as  well  as  for  the  artistic  stylo  of  their  execution. — Ed. 

*  "  Captain  Tliomas  seems  to  infer  a  i)revious  excavator  having  been  there  from 
the  arranged  state  of  the  bones.  This,  I  believe,  is  not  necessary.  In  some  of  the 
Derbyshire  barrows  the  bones  appear  clearly  to  have  been  cleaned  and  arranged 
primarily ;  at  all  events  that  is  Mr  Bateman's  conclusion.  At  times  the  skeleton 
alone  is  found,  at  times  the  skull  in  a  separate  spot," — {Letter  to  Mr  Stuart  frtrnt 
Mr  J,  Barnard  Darts.) 

3  The  cromlech  has  been  again  explored  this  summer,  and  the  lower  jaw,  which 
was  the  object  of  our  search,  was  found  with  the  other  bones.  Beneath  the  cap- 
stone, and  at  tlie  centre  of  the  circle,  two  sides  of  tlio  original  grave  (kistvaen)  were 
standing;  I  have  little  doubt  that  the  other  two  sidos  w»  ro  removed  by  former  ex- 
cavators (as  they  would  not  bo  aide  to  lift  away  the  cajistoiu),  when  digging  side- 
ways towards  the  grave.  The  grave  is  at,  or  cl'»se  to,  th(^  surface  of  the  ground, 
and  would  bo  left  quite  exposed  ;  for  wliicli  reason  the  excavators  have  placed  the 
bones  in  a  hole  at  the  side  of  the  circle. 
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and  there  are  still  many  bards  among  them :  unfortunately  their  audience 
is  but  few,  not  only  from  the  nature  of  the  case,  but  from  an  insane 
Pharisaism  that  pervades  the  whole  country.  If  Ossian  the  Blind,  of 
whom  so  much  is  said  and  so  little  known,  were  to  make  his  appearance, 
harp  in  hand,  he  would  now  meet  with  a  cold  reception.  However,  the 
diligent  inquirer  may  yet  hear  of  the  exploits  and  adventures  of  the 
Fingalians,  <&c.,  with  far  more  point  and  interest  than  are  displayed  in 
Macpherson's  inventions.  Of  the  cromlech,  for  instance,  that  I  have 
just  been  describing,  it  is  said  the  Fingalians  placed  the  stones  in  a  circle 
to  boil  their  kettle  on.  And  a  native  bard,  hearing  the  skull  had  been 
taken  from  the  cromlech,  composed  a  poem  in  which,  impersonating  the 
Pictish  chief,  he  grieved  that  his  long  rest  had  been  disturbed,  and  that 
had  he  been  alive  he  would  have  made  us  show  him  more  respect ;  and 
even  as  it  was,  he  would  like  to  meet  those  who  had  thus  robbed  him 
alone  in  a  dark  night,  when  he  thought  he  would  still  be  able  to  do  him- 
self justice — I  suppose  by  taking  the  head  from  his  opponent. 


Description  of  Plates. 

Plate  X. — Figs.  1  and  2.  Beehive  houses  (bothan),  Meabhag,  Forest  of  Harris.  Figs. 

8,  4,  5,  and  6,  plans  and  elevations  of  ditto. 
Plate  XI. — ^Figs.  1  and  2.  Perspective  drawing  and  ground-plan  of  a  both  on  the 

south  side  of  Loch  an  Ath  Ruaidh,  Aird  Mhor,  Uig,  Lewis.    This  bo*  is 

entire,  but  ruinous ;  and  the  outer  casing  of  turf  having  nearly  weathered 

away,  the  structure  of  the  interior  wall  is  visible. 
Fig.  8.  Aridh,  near  Loch  Shnaithebhall,  Uig,  Lewis ;  approaching  the 

rectangular  form,  and  perhaps  partly  roofed  with  wood. 
Fig.  4.  Both  on  west  side  of  Loch  an  Ath  Ruaidh,  having  two  doors,  a 

ruin ;  e,  was  the  place  of  the  fire ;  c,  the  bench  or  seat ;  6,  when  filled  with  hay, 

would  be  the  bed. 
Plate  XII. — Fidigidh  lochdrach,  Uig,  Lewis.    This  view  shows  the  appearance  of 

the  beehive-houses  when  inhabited  and  cased  with  turf. 
Plate  XIII. — Fig.  1.  View  of  Both  an'Aird,  northmost,  near  Loch  na  Cailleach,  Aird 

Mhor,  Uig,  Lewis,  entire  but  deserted.    Figs.  2  and  3,  elevation  and  plan  of 

ditto.    One  side  is  formed  by  native  rock ;  in  another  are  four  milk-presses  ; 

the  firestead  was  between  the  two  doors.    The  plan  of  this  both  is  peculiar, 

the  doors  being  at  right  angles  to  each  other. 
Figs.  i.  6.  and  6u  Plui  and  elevations  of  Both  an  Aird,  southmost,  near 

]m(».  [  "^d  cased  with  turf.    It  stands  at  the  steep 
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face  of  a  small  brae,  and  the  back  is  fonned  by  the  side  of  the  hill:  there  is 
flrot  a  main  chamber,  6}  feet  high  under  the  farloe ;  next  a  smaller  chamber, 
flat-roofed,  4^  feet  hi<i:h  at  tlie  centre ;  next,  a  small  irregular  chamber,  8( 
feet  high,  entered  by  a  step  2^  feet  above  the  level  of  the  ground.  In  the 
main  chamber,  a  gap  between  two  naturally-placed  rocks  is  filled  in  behind 
to  form  a  cuiltoan  c»r  cupboard ;  a  spindle-shaped  stone,  drawing  in  and  out 
of  a  cliink  in  tlio  wall,  sliowed  where  had  been  the  fire. 

Fig.  7.  Eastmost  both,  Ura,  near  Loch  Thcalasbhaidh,  Uig,  Lewis ;  a  ruin, 
but  the  walls  in  some  part«  still  6  feet  high  ;  a  porch,  which  was  probably 
roofed,  is  formed  by  the  extension  of  one  of  the  side  walls. 

Plate  XIV. — Figs.  1.  and  2.  Plan  and  elevation  of  a  both,  one  of  a  group  of  three  at 
the  garry  of  Air<i  ^Ihor,  close  to  the  shore  and  near  the  mouth  of  Loch  Reaort, 
Uig,  Lewis.  This  compound  both  has  evidently  been  intended  for  two  related 
families ;  at  eitlier  end  has  been  a  roofed  porch  with  two  doors,  leading  into 
a  main  chamber,  containing  cupboards ;  but  there  is  no  interior  communi- 
cation between  the  dwellings. 

Fig.  8.  Both,  near  last.  This  both,  which  is  now  a  ruin,  has  been  one  of  the 
most  complete  yet  noticed.  A  roofed  porch  was  entered  by  two  doors ;  this  leads 
into  a  comparatively  large  main  chamber,  from  whence  is  a  small  irregular 
store  or  churn-room,  still  entire ;  attached  is  another  good  sized  both  that 
served  for  a  dairv. 

Fig.  4.  Both,  near  last. 

Plate  XV. — Ground-plan  of  a  compound  both,  near  last,  on  the  shore  of  Loch  Re- 
sort. This  remarkable  stnicture  is  the  only  specimen  of  its  class  that  ia 
known  to  exist. 

Plate  XVI. — Section  of  the  above  on  the  line  AB — and  restoration,  ditto,  on  the  line 
CD,  showing  its  appeuranco  when  cased  with  turf. 

Plate  XVII. — Ground  plan  and  elevation  of  both  sides  of  a  Pict's  house  at  Nisibo.<«t 
Harris.  This  structure  was  buried  in  sand,  but  il  is  probable  that  originally 
the  floor  was  not  more  than  three  or  four  feet  below  the  surface. 


IV. 

NOTE  OF  THE  RECENT  EXCAVATION  OF  A  CAIRN  ON  THE  HIGH 
LAW,  AND  OF  OTHER  ANTIQUITIES  IN  THE  PARISH  OF  CRUDEX, 
ABERDEENSHIRE;  By  the  Rev.  J.  B.  PRATT.  With  ADDITIONAL 
NOTES;   By  JOHN  STUART,  Esq.,  Sec.  R.A.  Scot. 

Major-General  Moore,  while  recently  on  a  vif<it  nt  Rlains  Castle,  super- 
intended, with  the  able  assistance  of  ^]v  Alex.  i\Inrray,  Nethermill,  the 
opening  of  a  mound  in  tlie  parisli,  whicli,  at  iirst  si^iht,  f  lie  General,  hav- 
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ing  had  large  experience  in  antiquarian  researches,  pronounced  to  be  in 
all  probability  a  sepulchral  cairn.  It  is  situated  on  the  top  of  the  High 
Law,  a  small  hill  near  the  southern  boundary  of  the  parish. 

On  removing  the  superincumbent  earth,  of  some  two  feet  in  thickness, 
they  came  to  the  stones  of  the  cairn.  On  removing  these,  to  the  depth 
of  other  nine  or  ten  feet,  they  came  to  a  large  flat  stone,  under  which 
was  found  a  regularly- formed  cist.  The  dimensions  were  4  feet  in 
length,  22  inches  in  width,  and  2  feet  in  depth.  It  was  entirely  empty. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  the  cairn  had  been  previously  examined, 
and  the  contents  of  the  cist  abstracted.  One  evidence  of  this,  in  the 
opinion  of  Greneral  Moore,  was  the  comparative  looseness  with  which  the 
stones  of  the  cairn  were  piled  up — a  portion,  during  the  progress  of  the 
excavation,  actually  falling  in,  and  considerably  retarding  the  operations. 

The  cist  was  formed  of  thin  flagstones,  set  edgewise,  specimens  of' 
which  are  still  plentiful  in  the  neighbouring  parish  of  Slains.     The 
direction  of  the  grave  was  due  north  and  south. 

The  High  Law  is  calculated  to  be  about  200  feet  above  the  level  of 
the  sea,  and,  according  to  tradition,  was  formerly  used  for  beacon-fires; 
its  summit  being  visible  from  the  lower  range  of  tlie  Grampians.  The 
ground  level  of  the  bill>formed  the  bottom  of  the  grave ;  the  superstructure 
being  of  a  conical  form,  and  rising  to  the  height  of  twelve  or  fourteen  feet. 
It  had  formerly  been  surrounded  by  an  embankment  or  low  stone  fence, 
of  which  very  little  frow  remains. 

The  business  of  excavating*  excited  considerable  interest,  and  the  dis- 
appointment was  proportionate  on  the  grave  being  found  untenanted. 

The  site  of  the  old  chapel  dedicated  to  St  Olaus,  and  erected  soon  after 
the  battle  of  Cruden  in  1006,  is  still  traceable.  It  stood  on  a  knoll  on 
the  south  bank  of  the  Water  of  Cruden,  about  150  yards  westward  of 
"  the  New  Bridge,"  and  within  fifty  yards  of  the  stream.  So  late  as  1837, 
a  portion  of  the  east  wall  and  the  substructure  of  the  other  walls  remained, 
when  the  whole  was  sacrilegiously  used  as  material  for.  making  a  new 
line  of  road  in  the  neighbourhood.  Considerable  space  around  the  church 
was  consecrated  as  a  burial-ground,  and  within  a  hundred  yards  westward 
of  tlie  spot  a  few  stones  still  mark  the  site  of  a  grave,  which  for  centuries 

*  The  iuYcstigation  took  place  on  Oct.  29,  1S57. 
VOL.  III.  PART  I.  K 
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was  distinguished  by  a  large  blue  marble  slab,  still  to  be  seen  in  the 
parish  churchyard.  It  bears  the  impress  of  brass  plates,  which  have 
been  abstracted.  According  to  popular  belief,  the  Crown  Prince  of  Den« 
mark  was  killed  in  the  battle,  and  buried  here. 

On  the  28th  of  October  (18o7)  Major-(}eneral  Moore  superintended  the 
opening  of  several  graves.  In  several  places,  skulls  and  other  human 
remains  were  found.  In  the  centre  of  what  had  been  the  nave  of  the 
church,  about  four  feet  of  sand  was  removed,  when  what  is  presumed  to 
have  been  the  floor  of  the  chapel  was  discovered ;  it  consisted  of  a  mix- 
ture of  clay  and  lime  about  four  inches  in  thickness. 

Two  feet  below  this,  and  imbedded  in  sand,  considerable  quantities  of 
human  remains,  consisting  of  thigh,  arm,  and  collar  bones,  and  of  Ter- 
tebrte,  were  discovered,  all  in  a  more  or  less  decayed  state.  Among  theee, 
three  skulls,  lying  side  by  side,  each  supported  at  the  sides  by  stones 
of  about  the  size  of  a  man's  head,  were  exposed  to  view.  One  of  theee 
was  remarkable  for  its  great  size  and  thickness,  measuring  nearly  seven 
inches  across  the  crown,  or  transverse  diameter  of  the  skull.  Another 
was  equally  remarkable  for  an  opposite  development.  It  was  observed 
that  the  teeth  adhering  to  a  jawbone  had  no  cavities,  but  were  perfectly 
smooth  and  flat. 

A  portion  of  a  lamp,  of  burnt  clay,  was  also  brought  to  light. 

These  relics  are  in  the  possession  of  Mr  Alexander  Murray,  the  Nether- 
mill,  Crudon. 

Mr  John  Stuart  stated,  as  an  addition  to  Mr  Pratt's  communication, 
that  the  dedication  of  this  church  to  St  Olaus  is  thus  spoken  of  by  Boece, 
in  the  translation  by  Bellenden : — 

'^  King  Malcolme  havand  his  realm  in  sicker  peace,  thocht  nathing  sa 
gud  as  to  keip  the  promes  maid  to  Danes ;  and  thairfoie  he  biggit  ane 
kirk  at  Buchquhane  dedicut  in  honour  of  Olavus  patron  of  Noirway  and 
Denmark  to  be  ane  memoriall  that  sindry  noblis  of  Danie  wer  sumtyme 
buryit  in  the  said  kirk.  In  memory  heirof,  the  landis  that  ar  gevin  to 
this  kirk  are  callit  yit  Crowdan ;  quhilk  signifies  ale  m^kle  as  the 
filauchter  of  Danis." 

The  promise  here  referred  to  is  said  to  have  formed  put 
and  to  have  been,  that  the  field  of  a  battle  between  the  ^ 
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at  Cruden  should  be  consecrated  for  a  burial-ground,  in  which  both  the 
Danes  and  Scotch  should  be  interred.  Malcolm,  the  Scottish  king,  is 
said  not  only  to  have  done  this,  but  to  have  founded  a  church,  which 
ultimately  became  the  church  of  the  parish  of  Cruden. 

The  circumstance  of  this  dedication  to  a  Norwegian  saint  suggests  a 
subject  for  inquiry,  viz.,  What  was  the  result  of  the  Scandinavian  settle- 
ments in  Scotland  ?  and  it  is  one  which  would  repay  the  labour  of  such 
of  our  members  as  could  work  it  out. 

At  first  sight,  it  does  not  seem  probable  that  the  Scots  should  have 
chosen  to  dedicate  their  church  to  the  patron  saint  of  their  cruel  enemies, 
any  more  than  that  the  Danes  should  have  erected  such  crosses  as  that 
called  '^  Sueno's  Stone"  near  Forres,  to  commemorate  their  own  defeat. 

The  popular  date  of  the  battle  of  Cruden  is  1006 ;  but  Olave  did  not 
meet  his  fate  on  the  field  of  Stichstadt  till  the  year  1030,  and  Malcolm 
died  in  the  year  1033.  According  to  Torfaeus,  innumerable  churches 
were  dedicated  to  Olave  in  all  parts  of  Europe.  He  instances  one  in 
Constantinople,  another  in  Spain,  and  that  at  Drontheim  in  Norway.  A 
church  at  Exeter  was  dedicated  to  him,  and  one  at  St  OU  ^^  Orkney.    . 

But  if  we  may  not  accept  the  account  which  Boece  gives  of  the  dedi- 
cation of  the  church  at  Cruden,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  dedication 
was  an  old  one.  It  is  probable  that  St  Olave  was  looked  on  more  as  one 
of  the  body  of  canonised  martyrs  than  as  king  of  Norway ;  and  accord- 
ingly his  memory  as  a  martyr  is  preserved  by  a  collect  and  legend  in 
the  Breviary  of  Aberdeen.  In  the  month  of  March  his  fair  is  still  held 
at  Cruden,  and  is  called  "  St  Olaus'  Fair." 

By  some,  the  influence  of  the  Northmen  in  moulding  Scottish  policy 
into  the  shape  in  which  we  find  it  in  our  early  history  has  been  greatly 
magnified.  According  to  Worsaae,  no  small  portion  of  the  present  popu- 
lation of  Scotland,  both  in  the  Lowlands  and  in  the  remotest  coasts  and 
isles  of  the  Highlands,  is  undoubtedly  descended  from  the  Northmen, 
and  particularly  from  the  Norwegians.  He  thinks  that  both  the  Nor- 
wegians and  Danes,  wherever  they  established  themselves,  introduced 
their  Scandinavian  customs,  and  preserved  in  all  circumstances  the 
fdodamental  traits  of  their  national  character,  and  therefore  that  it 
it  piobable  that  the  Norwegian  settlers  in  Scotland  must,  in  certain 
"kt  lMMit|  have  exercised  a  vast  influence  on  the  development 
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of  th«  more  modern-  life  of  the  S(.'otch  [teople,  and  on  their  netionftl 
charecter. 

The  same  writer  hu,  howeveJ',  ahaodoiieJ  all  claims  to  the  moaumeuts 
in  Scotland  generally  aaoribed  to  the  Northmen.  The  "  Danish"  stones 
or  pillars  he  pronounces  to  be  Celtic,  and  he  gives  up  te  the  same  race 
those  stronger  Duns  in  the  Nortli,  mhich  am  also  so  frequently  called 
Scaudinaviau.  While,  however,  lie  admits  that  the  whole  eastern  coast 
of  Scotland,  from  the  Cheviot  Uills  to  tlie  Moray  Firth,  in  entirely  desti- 
tute of  characteristic  and  undoubted  Scandinavian  monuments,  he  adds, 
that  it  must  be  remembered  tliat  the  actual  Scandinavian  im migrations 
into  the  Lowlands  certainly  took  place  after  the  Nonuau  Conquest  of 
England,  or,  at  all  events,  at  so  late  a  period  that  the  Northmen  coutd 
not  lemonld  the  Scotch  names  of  places  into  Scandinavian  forms.  ("  Tbo 
Danes  an3  Northmen,"  p.  217.) 

I  must  confess  to  some  scepticism  aa  to  any  ^eat  permanent  results 
having  accrued  from  any  of  tlie  Scandina^-ian  invasions  of  the  Lowlands 
of  Scotland.  The  most  important  of  these  is  that  of  Earl  Thorfinn,  who 
is  wid  to  have  ruled  from  Fife  northwards  from  the  year  1034  to  1064  ; 
and  the  Sagas  relate  that  he  hanit  every  hamlet  and  farm,  so  that  not  a 
cot  remained.  Everyman  that  they  found  they  slew;  "but  the  old  men 
and  women  fled  to  the  deserts  and  wuodii,iuid  tilled  the  country  with  lamen- 
tatioDB."  (Skene's  "  Highlandcra,"  vol.  i.  112.)  This  vapouring  language 
of  the  Sagas  must  however,  I  think,  be  taken  with  great  limitations ;  and 
it  seems,  on  the  whole,  likely  that  the  conqueror  did  little  more  than 
overrun  the  country  with  his  horde  of  rohher  Kuilors,  and  overawe  it  for 
a  considerable  period.  £ut  such  occupation  could  leave  little  seed  of 
improvement.  Bather  on  its  withdrawal  the  natives  would  have  receded 
in  civilisation,  from  the  attitude  of  resistance  which  military  occupation 
of  their  country  would  provoke. 

It  is  plain,  at  all  events,  that  the  institutions  and  language  of  the 
Northmen  were  not  impressed  on  the  lowland  country  of  Scotland,  us 
they  were  in  districts  where  they  were  able  to  elfect  permanent  settle- 
ments; and  it  can  be  shown  that  in  Bucban,  which  is  believed  to  have 
been  the  seat  of  early  Teutonic  iutluences,  there  existed,  about  the  very 
time  9f  the  supposed  battle  of  Crudeii  and  the  eettlenjent  of  Thorfinn,  a 
Celtic  people,  with  Celtic  officers  and  a  t'eltic  polity. 
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I  fear  that  we  mubt  deny  the  roving  Northmen  any  great  influence  in 
forming  the  language  or  institutions  of  Scotland ;  hut  yet  I  think  the 
history  of  the  gradual  introduction  of  a  Teutonic  language  among  a 
Celtic  people  is  one  which  requires,  and  may  yet  receive,  much  valuahle 
illustration. 

Mr  Pratt's  paper  having  suggested  the  consideration  of  the  nature  of 
early  Scandinavian  influence,  I  think  the  quotation  from  Boece  naturally 
leads  to  another  suhject,  which  I  can  merely  refer  to,  but  which  might 
well  engage  the  attention  of  some  of  the  members — viz.,  What  are  the 
materials  on  which  Boece  founded  his  history  ?    His  stories  of  marvels 
in  natural  history,  which  he  personally  corroborates,  predispose  us  to  re- 
ceive his  general  statements  with  great  suspicion  ;  and  where  his  history 
is  so  minute  in  matters  of  a  remote  date,  it  may  safely  be  passed  over. 
Bat  yet  it  seems  possible  that  there  existed  in  his  day  some  written 
authorities  which  have  not  come  down  to  our  own  time.     In  his  account 
of  these  Danish  battles  there  seems  a  mixture  of  fact  with  traditionary 
fable ;  and  the  light  which  the  Sagas  throw  upon  them  tends  to  show 
that  there  is  a  confusion  and  misplacing  of  facts  rather  than  falsification 
or  invention.     But  a  critical  examination  of  his  work,  with  a  view  to 
trace  out  his  materials,  would  be  a  curious  and  not  altogether  a  barren 
subject. 

Mr  John  Stuart  exhibited  drawings  made  by  Mr  Tate  of  Alnwick, 
of  figures  sculptured  on  rocks  near  the  site  of  two  hill  forts  in  North- 
umberland. He  considered  these  figures  bore  a  marked  resemblance  to 
^ome  of  those  engraved  in  the  "  Sculptured  Stones  of  Scotland/'  and  in 
"^lie  last  Part  of  the  Society's  Proceedings. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Lord  Neaves,  a  small  committee  was  named  for 
^Yie  purpose  of  collecting  information  respecting  the  history  and  struc- 
^xae  of  our  Scottish  language. 

A  vote  of  thanks  was  then  given  to  the  Ofiice-bearers,  and  the 
Society  adjourned  to  the  commencement  of  the  next  Winter  Session — 
^Oth  November  1858  (St  Andrew's  Day). 
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Anniybrsart  Meeting,  30th  Navember  1858. 
The  Hon.  Lord  NEAVES,  Vice-President,  in  the  Chair. 

The  Office-hearers  of  the  Society  for  the  Session  were  elected,  as 
follows : — 

Patron. 

HER  MAJESTY  THE  QUEEN. 
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The  following  Geutlemeu  were  balloted  for  anil  cleclMl  MfUibon 
the  Society : — 

Gboros  Looas,  Ewf).,  W.8. 
Robert  Asau,  Esi]. 

Lord  Nbaves  then  delivered  the  following 

OPENING  ADDRESS. 
Gentlkuen, — The  study  of  AnlicgiiitieB  may  be  considered  bS  Itnportaol 
In  two  principal  ways  :  1.  A?  a  help  to  history  as  to  those  pdnods  n' 
exhibit  historical  records;  and  2,  An  a  siilistitiite  for  hiata 
earlier  periods  of  which  no  written  memorials  remais 
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I.  As  to  lUe  Historic  period  tbe  labours  uf  the  aritiijiiary  may  be  coii- 
BJdereil  to  possess  a  peculiar  value,  in  cousequenee  of  the  enlarged  viewa 
vbicli  have  latterly  been  taken  of  the  objects  of  history.  Tbe  bistoriaii 
does  not  now  think  it  his  chief  duty  to  narrate  merely  the  liTes  and 
BctioDB  of  princes,  the  results  of  battles,  or  tho  events  of  political  revolu- 
tions. He  finds  it  a  more  pleasing  and  a  more  instructive  task  to  pre- 
seirt  from  time  to  time  a  picture  of  the  social  condition  and  mental 
cfasractor  of  the  great  body  of  the  people.  The  progress  of  civilisation 
is  the  principal  object  which  he  seeks  to  iUustrato  ;  and  in  discharging 
this  function,  the  study  of  antiquities  is  of  paramount  and  indispensable 
importance;  Tbe  implements  used  by  a  nation,  whether  for  purposes  of 
war  or  of  peace,  their  household  fiirnitare,  their  bodily  dress  and  orna- 
ments, their  oustoms  at  marriage  aud  burial,  their  laws  and  usages  in 
their  dealings  and  transactions,  in  enforcing  bargaius  or  in  repressing 
crimes,  their  diversities  of  rank  and  status,  as  noble,  priestly,  or  plebeian, 
u  bond  or  free,  as  rulers  and  subjects,  lords  and  vassals :  all  these  are 
not  merely  matters  of  the  utmost  interest  as  objects  of  curiosity,  but 
they  serve  as  valuable  lights  thrown  uj>on  the  pathway  of  history,  and 
esaential  elements  for  settling  the  doubts  and  clearing  the  obscurities 
with  which  it  is  attended.  It  is  the  antiquary  who  must  supply  this 
information.  The  rules  of  the  division  of  labour  and  the  laws  of  mind 
require  that  the  study  of  these  things,  in  order  to  be  fully  mastered, 
should  be  pursued  independently,  with  a  miuuteness  and  detail,  and  with 
&  special  taste  and  enthusiasm,  which  tbe  general  inquirer  cannot  attain. 
It  is  in  this  way  alone  that  accurate  results  can  be  reached,  which  the 
historian  and  philosopher  find  ready  to  their  hand,  and  apply  to  their 

.  highest  use.  The  researches  of  antiquaries  in  this  department  of  their 
I  -flcience  have  been  eminently  serviceable.  The  industrious  examination 
md  comparison  of  monuments  and  inscriptions,  of  coins  and  seals, 
tapestries  and  illuminations,  charters,  records,  and  private  writings, 
have  led  to  tbe  discovery  of  peculiar  traits  of  manners  and  customB,  and 
to  explanations  of  popular  tendencies  and  public  events,  which  have 
afforded  tho  best  Illustrations  of  national  character  and  progress. 

II.  The  importance  of  antiquities  is  equally  great  in  reference  to  the 
pre-h.iatoric  period.  But  this  branch  of  tho  poienco  requires  for  its  prose- 
cution peculiar  qualifications  to  guard  and  develop  it.    It  is  nocoBeary  to 
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know  the  customs  and  usages,  the  remains  uud  traditions  of  maDy  other 
nations,  before  we  can  draw  safe  inferences  from  what  we  meet  with  in 
our  own  country,  and  in  this  respect  lies  the  great  distinction  between  a 
scientific  antiquary  and  a  mere  trifler  in  antiquities.  Where  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  science  have  been  acquired,  and  a  sufficient  review  has  been 
taken  of  the  whole  subject,  it  may  be  possible,  from  very  slight  indica- 
tions, to  reconstruct,  with  a  fair  approximation  to  accuracy,  a  bygone 
period  of  society,  somewhat  in  the  same  way,  though  scarcely  with  the 
same  perfection  or  completeness,  as  the  skilled  osteologist  can  present  to 
us  an  entire  specimen  of  an  extinct  animal  from  the  examination  of  a 
toe  or  a  tooth.  But  in  these  pursuits  caution  must  ever  go  hand  in  hand 
with  knowledge.  The  credulity  of  antiquarian  zeal  has  long  been  a 
favourite,  and  to  a  great  extent  a  legitimate,  subject  of  ridicule.  -  We 
are  ever  prone  to  believe  that  we  see  the  things  which  we  are  eagerly  in 
search  of,  and  it  requires  strong  checks  to  restrain  this  tendency.  In 
painting  and  sculpture,  in  furniture  and  armour,  there  has  always  been 
a  manufacture  going  on  of  modem  antiques,  which  it  requires  great  skill 
to  detect ;  and  in  the  department  of  discoveries,  antiquaries  have  been  too 
frequently  ready  dupes  or  self-deceivers.  The  Roman  prastorium,  with 
Aiken  Drum's  lang  ladle,  was  doubtless  drawn  from  the  life  by  one  who 
had  probably  been  often  imposed  upon  himself  by  the  artifices  of  others, 
or  by  bis  own  enthusiasm.  And  it  is  only  a  few  years  ago  since  certain 
learned  antiquaries  on  the  Rhine  were  led  by  some  workmen  to  believe 
that  a  reversed  rim  of  a  bucket  placed  upon  a  skull  exhibited  the 
remains  of  a  Frankish  King  wearing  the  iron  crown  of  the  Lower 
Empire !  Those  things  will  happen  occasionally  in  the  best  regulated 
systems,  and  when  they  do  occur  we  have  only  to  laugh  at  them  good- 
humouredly.     But  the  seldomer  they  happen  the  better. 

One  of  the  most  important  subjects  of  antiquarian  research  is  language, 
which  is,  indeed,  the  most  certain  and  significant  of  all  the  signs  of  pre 
historic  events.  An  identity  or  close  affinity  between  the  languages  of 
two  nations,  now  situated  at  a  distance  from  each  other,  is  a  conclusive 
proof  that  they  were  formerly  the  same,  or  near  neighbours.  The  study 
of  the  language  of  the  gipsies,  and  its  comparison  Avith  the  dialects  of 
Hindostan,  have  left  no  doubt  that  that  singular  people  emigrated  from 
the  great  Eastern  peninsula  or  its  vicinity.     And.  on  a  larger  scale, 
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there  is  proof — not  so  palpable  indeed,  yet,  when  fully  brought  out, 
equally  plain  and  convincing — that  all  the  great  nations  from  India  to 
the  extreme  West  are  closely  affiliated  together.  The  resemblances,  it 
may  be  observed,  are  often  very  capricious.  Thus,  in  comparing  the 
Celtic  and  the  Sanscrit  languages,  we  find  large  classes  of  compound 
words  beginning  in  Graelic  with  the  prefixes  "do"  and  "so,"  and  in 
Sanscrit  with  the  syllables  "du"  and  "su,"  and  which  indicate  respec- 
tively the  absence  or  presence,  the  abundance  or  deficiency,  of  the  quality 
which  the  latter  part  of  the  word  expresses ;  and  yet  this  same  charac- 
teristic is  scarcely,  or  only  partially,  to  be  found  in  any  of  the  other 
cognate  languages  which  are  interposed  between  the  East  and  the  far 
West.  It  is  as  if  we  saw  some  great  primitive  rock  cropping  out,  as  it 
sometimes  does,  at  two  remote  extremities,  and  dipping  out  of  sight  or 
reach  under  the  intermediate  strata. 

The  science  of  comparative  philology,  which  has  been  so  much  matured 
by  recent  inquirers,  hew  latterly  been  engaged  in  the  interesting  and  pro- 
mising task  of  tracing  the  social  condition  of  the  Indo-Germanic  nations 
at  the  commencement  of  their  dispersion ;  and  this  it  is  attempting  to 
do  by  collecting  those  names  of  arts  and  sciences,  of  substances  and  com- 
modities, of  personal  and  intellectual  relations,  which  are  found  identical 
in  all  or  most  of  the  scattered  forms  of  speech  into  which  the  great 
mother-tongue  has  been  broken  up,  and  which,  it  may  therefore  be  in- 
ferred, had  come  into  use  before  the  successive  swarms  bad  left  the 
parent  hive.  Bemarks  of  a  similar  kind  may,  I  think,  be  extended  with 
advantage  to  our  own  country,  and  more  particularly  to  our  vernacular 
language,  as  compared  with  the  sister  Teutonic  tongues.  The  names  of 
places  in  Scotland,  when  examined  with  miuuteness  and  care,  seem  to 
point  at  important  information.  Little  as  I  know  of  Celtic,  I  cannot 
doubt  that  many  of  those  names  in  the  north-east  of  Scotland  belong  to 
a  Celtic  dialect  materially  different  from  what  is  now  spoken  in  the 
Scottish  Highlands ;  and  in  the  same  way  I  think  valuable  inferences 
might  be  drawn  from  some  of  our  Teutonic  names  of  places,  which  have 
now  ceased  to  be  intelligible  even  to  ourselves,  though  still  speaking 
a  cognate  language.  In  order,  however,  to  conduct  these  inquiries  with 
advantage,  it  is  necessary,  of  course,  to  observe  the  greatest  accuracy  and 
discrinjination ;  and  here  I  would  venture  on  two  remarks  : — FirU,  That 
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the  whole  Teutonic  langaagSB  an  ndioally  the  same  in  Uuir  mita,  tm- 
matiouB,  and  inflections.  Seeond,  That  while  all  an  thtu  ndiodlf  tte 
eame,  the  lanj^ages  of  the  different  tribes  aie  diatingniihad  I7  miitos 
differences  or  disgaiseB,  which  enable  na  to  tell  the  one  tmm  the 
other— 


These  nilea  being  kept  in  view,  it  ie  poSBible,  I  think,  on  the  one  hand 
to  discover  the  prevailing  cfaanoter  of  an;  dialect,  and  at  the  Mine  time 
to  trace  the  existence  in  it  of  words  which  may  have  been  imported  from 
some  other  famOy  of  the  race,  and  this  cironmstanoe  may  lead  to  infiar- 
ences  as  to  the  souices  from  which  the  corresponding  ideaa,  or  the  thingi 
that  they  represent,  may  have  been  derived.  It  might  be  too  raah,  from 
the  divereity  of  tbe  English  word  tythe,  and  the  Scottish  word  teind,  which 
are  radically  the  same  words,  both  meaning  tenth,  01  deeima  para,  to  infer 
that  as  the  Scottish  word  has  not  been  derived  from  an  Anglo-Saxon  aotuce, 
but  may  be  traced  most  probably  to  some  of  the  low  German  dialeota,  the 
ecclesiastical  tribute  thus  expreaeed  has  not  come  to  ns  directly  or  purely 
from  England,  but  has  been  derived  or  modified  through  some  commnni- 
cation  with  countries  on  the  other  side  of  the  German  Oceen.  But  it 
would,  I  think,  be  interesting  and  useful  to  classify  the  peouliar  8oottiah 
expressions  for  different  arts,  nsagea,  and  articles  of  commatoe,  and  to 
Bcrutinize  each  with  tbe  view  of  finding  whether  in  any  respect  th^  differ 
from  the  general  type  of  the  language,  and  whether  they  bear  qwofel  and 
distinctive  marks  of  being  derived  from  some  of  thoee  oontinental  oovn- 
triee  which  undoubtedly  were  very  early  the  seats  of  piospenma  ecoawroa 
and  advanced  civilisation.  The  French  origin  of  some  nenwi  of  nti  or 
manufactures  give  obvious  and  unequivocal  ptvof  ol  tijeir  origin.  It  is 
well  known,  also,  in  a  general  way,  that  mncli  of  nur  phraKeolugy  vim 
borrowed  from  the  language  of  the  Church,  but  Oic  details  of  this  proctrss 
have  never  been  well  digested.  Our  laws  and  uutitoms  might  thus,  in 
like  manner,  be  traced,  in  a  great  degree,  to  their  native  places  of  origilt. 
Nor  could  there  well  be  a  more  interesting  8iil.jti;t  of  iliAotfwion  tltu 
the  legal  antiquities  of  Scotland,  iiluetruted  by  all  1 
last  half  century  Los  furnished.  To  take  an  inir- 
is  well  known  that  a  schicni  prevailed  among  \r 
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precedence  of  the  contracts  of  hire  and  sale,  the  most  of  them  saying  that 
eude  went  before  hire,  and  a  few  that  hire  went  before  sale.    It  would,  I  be- 
lieve, be  curious  to  look  into  the  state  of  this  controversy  in  the  fifteenth 
csentury,  when  we  might  find  some  special  explanation  of  that  invaluable 
zneasure  in  our  Scottish  Statute-book  (the  Act  1449)  in  favour  of  the 
^^  puir  people  that  labouris  the  ground  ;"  an  Act  that  may  be  considered 
'fche  Magna  Charta  of  Scottish  tenancy,  and  thereby  one  great  source  of 
Scottish  intelligence  and  prosperity.    In  the  fifteenth  century,  a  security 
of  tenure  was  thus  given  to  agriculture  which  was  wanting  in  most  other 
csountries,  and  which,  I  believe,  was  only  created  in  France  for  the  first 
'fcime  by  the  Code  Napoleon.    All  this,  I  think,  and  a  great  deal  more, 
^eems  to  be  legitimately  embraced  within  the  purposes  of  this  Society ; 
^nd  we  need  not  despair  of  seeing  those  purposes  gradually  accomplished 
mn  a  manner  at  once  honourable  to  the  institution  and  auxiliaiy  to  the 
ighest  objects  of  history  and  social  advancement. 

The  names  of  the  Members  of  the  Society  deceased  during  the  current 
ear  were  reported  from  the  Chair,  as  follows : — 

Member 9  deceased.  Admitted 

Alexandeb  Black,  Esq.,  Architect,  .  1849 

John  Younq  Caw,  Esq.,  Mauchester,    .  .  .  1851 

Hon.  RoBEBT  Hakdyside,  Lord  Handyside,  one  of  the 

Senators  of  the  College  of  Justice,       .  .  .  1866 

James  Maitland  Hoo,  of  Newliston,  Esq.,  1841 

James  Hunt,  of  Pittencrieflf,  Esq.,  .  .  .  1856 

Rev.  John  Japfbay,       .....  1849 

James  Jabdine,  Esq.,  C.E.,        ....  1818 

William  C.  Patbick,  of  Ladyland,  Esq.,  1849 

"William  Simson,  Esq.,  Banker,  .  1861 

John  Sligo,  of  Carmyle,  Esq.,    ....  1828 

Qabbiel  Subenne,  Esq.,  ....  1826 

Mr  Robert  Cuambxrs  proposed  a  cordial  vote  of  thanks  to  Lord  Neaves 
for  his  able  and  suggestive  address ;  which  was  seconded  by  Mr  Cosmo 
Innbs,  and  unanimously  agreed  to. 

Mr  John  Stuart  (Secretary)  made  a  statement  in  reference  to  the 
affairs  of  the  Society.   The  Museum,  he  said,  had  been  visited  by  19,125 
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iodividuals  during  the  course  of  the  past  year,  heing  2096  more  than  the 
Dumher  of  visitors  during  the  previous  year.  As  the  Members  were  awara, 
they  had  now  the  near  prospect  of  getting  possession  of  their  new  Ma- 
seum-rooms  in  the  Eoyal  Institution.  The  arrangements  were  now  pretty 
nearly  concluded,  and  they  might  expect  that,  in  their  new  premises,  the 
Society  would  acquire  a  more  national  character — ^that  they  would  both 
obtain  accessions  to  their  number  and  gifts  to  their  Museum.  It  would 
be  the  business  of  the  members  to  do  what  they  could  to  promote  its  in- 
terests. He  trusted  that  a  new  era  would  soon  open  in  the  history  of  the 
Society,  that  many  new  Members  would  come  forward,  and  that  some  of 
those  many  objects  of  antiquity  which  abounded  in  most  of  our  Scottish 
houses,  and  were  merely  isolated  curiosities  while  there,  Would  find  their 
way  to  the  national  collection,  where  they  would  be  classified  and  arranged, 
and  where  they  would  serve  to  illustrate  the  national  history.  He  trusted, 
also,  that  Members  would  contribute  papers  on  subjects  of  interest,  so 
that  the  arrangements  of  the  Society  might  be  matured  as  soon  as 
possible. 

Mr  Robert  Chambers  suggested  that  a  communication  be  made 
to  the  Photographic  Society,  with  the  view  of  inducing  the  amateur 
photographers  and  others,  now  so  thickly  scattered  over  the  country, 
to  send  to  their  Museum  copies  of  any  photographs  they  might  make  of 
subjects  of  archaeological  interest. 

The  Members  and  visitors  afterwards  adjourned  to  the  Museum,  where 
tea  and  coffee  were  served. 


Monday,  IWi  December  1858. 
ROBERT  CHAMBERS,  Esq.,  in  the  Chair. 

Before  proceeding  with  the  ordinaiy  business  of  the  meeting,  Mr 
Laing  said,  **  The  Society  having  since  tlieir  last  meeting  been  deprived 
of  an  old  and  most  useful  associate,  l)y  tlie  death  of  Mr  Robebt  Fraeer, 
he  begged  to  propose — 
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"  That  the  Meeting  record  iti  tbeir  MiiiutcB  a  notice  of  the  loss  which 
the  Society  haa  austained  by  the  uncApected  death  of  Mr  Bobbbt  Frazir, 
one  of  their  older  memhura  (having  been  elected  in  the  year  1828),  as 
expreBBive  of  their  grateful  feelings  for  his  Honorary  ijervicee,  displayed 
in  the  zealous  and  anremitting  care  of  the  Museum,  as  one  of  the 
Curators,  for  a  period  of  twenty  years." 

The  motion  watt  unanimously  agreed  to. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  then  balloted  for,  and  elected  Fellows 
of  the  Society : — 

Claud  Hamilton.  Ebij. 

JoH»  HiLi,  Bdktoh,  Eaq.,  Advoc 

The  donations  included  the  following  :— 

The  Calvarium  and  thigh-bones  of  a  humsn  skeleton,  found  a  few 
days  before  in  a  cist  at  Lundinmill,  near  Largo.  By  Mrs  DuND*a 
DoaHAH  of  Largo,  The  cist  was  ahout  2^  feet  below  the  surface  of 
the  Links,  and  was  much  nearer  the  beach  than  those  previously  dis- 
covered (see  Proceedings,  pp.  76J,  being,  indeed,  close  to  the  sea-heoch, 

Cast  of  an  Ivory  Believo,  forming  the  binding  of  a  Latin  Evongel- 
arium,  formerly  belonging  to  the  Library  of  the  Minster  at  Hamburg, 
and  now  preserved  in  the  Public  Library,  Hamburg.  It  is  described, 
with  a  fac-Biraile  by  Professor  Petersen,  in  the  "  Review  on  Christian 
Art"  (German),  vol.  i.  1858.     By  Professor  Pkteesen. 

Proposals  for  Cleaning  and  Lighting  Edinburgh,  MS.  volume  dated  in 
1735,  with  the  original  Signatures  of  a  number  of  the  principal  Inhabi- 
tanlB,  small  4to.  By  D.  H,  Robertsox,  M.D.,  F.S.A.  Scot.— See  Com- 
munication p.  171. 

A  Hand-bell  found  four  feet  helow  tlie  surface  of  the  gpjund,  when 

trenching,  at  Boscmoniit,  neu  T|^  Qp^-»hire,     Hy Mubray,  ] 

of  Rosemount.    The  bull  tt 

handle],  by  G  inches  in  dEBQ|||d^^^^^hHl^h|UoH|tog  inBcriptioi 
GIFTEDBB-J 
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The  "  Chnrch  of  Log! "  is  that  of  Lo^e- Easter  In  the  shire  of  Bern ;  and 
the  initials  apply  to  John  Meikle.    (See  the  Commnnication  at  p.  196.) 

Beport  of  ExcavatioiiB  made  upon  the  site  of  tbe  Boman  Castram  at 
FevcDsey,  in  StiBsex,  in  lSu2,  under  the  direction  of  H.  A.  Lower  snd 
C.  R.  Smith.  Loudon,  1858,  email  4to.  By  Ghablbb  Roach  Skith,  Esq., 
the  Author. 

Hawick  and  itx  Old  Memories,  with  an  Appendix,  compiled  by  James 
Wilson,  Town-ctcrk  uf  Hawick ;  6vo,  Edinburgh,  1858.  Select  Tien 
in  Edinburgli,  by  Patrick  (libaoD;  4to,  1816.  By  Jahxs  Douoi-is,  Ssq., 
younger  of  Cavere,  F.ti.A.  Scot. 

The  following  Com municat ions  were  then  read: — 


NOTICE  OF  A  DEED  BY  WHICH  SIB  JAMES  SANDILANDS  OF  CALDEB. 
KNIGHT,  BIND8  HIMSELF  AND  HIS  HEIK  TO  COMPLETE  THE 
VESTRY,  AND  TO  BUll.D  THE  NAVE,  STEEPLE,  AND  POBGH  OP 
THE  I'ARISII  CHUIICII  OF  MID-CALDEH.  By  JOSEPH  E0BERT80N, 
Esq.,  B'.S.A.  Scot. 

Few  of  the  Iniger  Si-ottisli  cIiurcIieB  of  the  century  immediately  pre- 
ceding thf  Ki'forniution  [ip^ieur   over   to  huve  been  finished;   but  the 
parish   church  of  Miil-Calder    Btaurfs    coiiBpicuouHly  incomplete 
among  the  imi^rfect  buildings  of  its  style  and  i^.     The  nave  was  never 
begun  ;  and,  as  will  Ite  Hi'i>n  from  the  accompanying  sketch  of  the  interiw 
by  Mr  Jumes  Dnimmond,  K.S.A.  (Plate  XVIII.),  the  choir  was 
stupiHxl,  when  the  wallri  hud  reached  the  point  for  turning  the 
groined  roof  by  which  it  was  to  be  spanned.     The  writing 
to  luy  before  the  Society  will  enable  us  so  far  to  understand 
the  work  wuh  left  tlniN  hulf  done,  aud  what  it  would  have 
sign  of  its  founiler  bud  lieen  aecunipliMlicd. 

The  ebiireh  wan  a  well -endowed  parsonage  in  the  gift  of  the 
the  manor.     From  the  Eariri  of  FitV,  from  whom  it  hod  its  oU 
Earl's  Oalder,  the   ujniior   pus^-d   In    the    Ilouglatiaee;   and 
Douglasses,  about  llie  middle  nl  tlir  Ci.iivle.'Ulb  mitury,  it 
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marriage  Jowry  of  a  niece  of  the  Good  Sir  James,  to  the  knighlly  house 
if  Sauditands.  Early  in  the  sixteenth  ceDtury  the  rectory  is  found  in 
the  poeeession  of  Master  Peter  Sandilanda,  a  younger  sod  of  the  sixth 
Knight  of  Calder,  It  is  to  this  ecclesiastic  that  we  owe  the  present 
church  of  Mid-Calder.  Ho  had  raised  the  walla  of  the  vestry,  and  laid 
the  foundations  of  the  choir  before  the  year  1542.  But  he  was  then  on 
and  eeeiug,  it  would  appear,  that  there  was  little  likelihood 
of  himself  living  to  finish  the  building,  he  made  arrangements  for  its 
being  completed  by  his  nephew  and  grand-nephew,  Sir  James  SaadJIaitds 
of  Calder,  and  John  his  sun  and  heir.  These  arrangements  were  embodied 
1  a  formal  bond  engrossed  in  the  public  records,  from  which  I  have 
transcribed  it : — 

"  Bb  it  kend  till  all  mean  be  thtr  present  lettres  me  James  Sandelandis 
of  Calder  knycht  and  Jobiine  Sandelandis  fear  of  Calder  my  eone  and 
apperarid  air  Foreumekle  as  arie  VenerabiU  clerk  Maister  Petir  Sande- 
landis my  fader  bniJer  and  pereoun  of  CalJer  hes  riallie  and  ivith  effect 
deliuerit  to  ws  the  saidis  James  and  Johnne  the  eovme  of  xvj  hundrethe 
.merkifi  gude  and  vauale  money  of  the  realme  Heirfor  we  bind  and 
'  oblissie  ws  coniunctlie  and  seueralie  and  the  airis  succetisouris  and 
executoui'is  of  ws  and  ilkane  of  ws  renunciand  the  benifites  of  divisioun 
to  the  said  Maister  Petir  his  airis  exocutouris  and  assignais  that  we  sail 
do  and  fulfill  all  and  siudry  the  pounctis  following  within  the  tyme 
'  vnder  epecifiit  That  ia  to  say  to  big  and  compleit  the  revestrie  of  the 
.  paroobe  kirk  of  Caldor  witfa  ane  waiter  tabill  at  the  heich  Ihat  it  is  now 
vuder  the  thak  inlikwise  with  ane  wtbir  waiter  tabill  abono  the  thak  on 
the  est  guuill  of  the  queir  weill  pendit  in  half  round  to  the  said  ijueir 
rader  the  said  tabill  inlikeuise  weill  thekit  with  thak  staiie  And  sail 
raia  abone  the  said  tabill  in  the  est  gauill  of  the  queir  and  abone  the 
ttiriiegre^  and  the  tabill  thairof  tua  lichtis  als  fair  as  thai  may  be  had 
eflerand  to  the  heicht  of  the  queir  And  abono  the  waiter  tabill  ahone 
tbfl  th«k  of  the  levestre  and  thre  penis  thairof  to  ryse  cunteranis  of 
t  Bud  eist  gnuJII  nntl  thre  penis  thairof  And  the 
t  lobe  euiiit  <■(  ilu-  lenthe  ami  wideues  as  it  is 
■  .■!'  tliu  nuiU  queir  duris  to  the  vuer 
ftk  lliiiirof  xxxij  futtis     And  the 
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80uth  tlire  lychtis  in  the  sydevall  of  the  Baid  queir  betuix  the  foure 
buttreis  to  ryso  as  thai  ar  fouiidit  als  heieh  as  thai  may  be  had  in  the 
pend  of  the  said  queir  eOerand  to  the  heich  foinaid    And  the  saidis 
buttereis  tube  cumpleit  eiidit  a»  thai  ar  now  foundit    And  the  north 
tiiruegres  in  the  west  pairt  of  tlie  north   sydevall  thairof  tobe   tane 
avay    And  the  said  north  vail  to  ryse  xvj  futtis  of  heicht  as  it  is  foundit 
rouch  werk  with   corbell   and  waiter  tabill  on  the  vther  pairt  thairof 
for  ane  closter  and  fra  thine  vp  efieirand  to  the  heicht  of  the  said  queir 
aislar  werk    And  the  said  (jueir  tobe  compleitlie  pendit  with  crbce  brace 
and  rinniif  confurme  to  Sunct  Anthonis  Tie  in  Sanct  Gelis  Kirk    And 
at  the  west  end  of  the  said  queir  forgane  the  south  west  buttreis  to  rais 
ane  substantious  wall  of  rouch  werk  sevin  fut  of  breid  fra  ilk  sydewall 
with  ane  brace  to  be  raisit  tharein  als  heych  as  it  may  be  had  to  seme 
the  west  gavil  of  the  queir  with  hewin  oggeruris    And  abone  the  said 
brace  in  the  forsaid  west  gaviil  sulyeis  tobe  laid  and  ane  stepil  tobe 
raisit  tharepoun  viij  fut  is  of  breid  and  lenth  or  vj  futis  braid  and  xij 
futis  lentil  within  the  sidwallis  of  the  said  stcpill  quhilk  sidwallis  salbe 
of  vj  futis  of  heich  abone  the  queir  tbak  at  all  partys  with  lychtis  at  all 
partis  for  the  sound  of  the  bellis  in  the  said  stepill  to  be  persit  for  the 
orlage  hand  and  bell  in  place  maist  ganand  and  convenient  tharto 
And  in  the  nortlie  angell  betuix  the  foresaid  wall  vnder  the  grete  brace 
and  northe  wall  of  the  kirk  syd  to  rais  ane  commodious  turngreis  to  seme 
the  nid  loft  of  the  said   kirk  and  st^'pill  foresaid  als  esaly  as  it  may  be 
had    Item  to  big  ane  kirk  on  the  west  pair[t]  of  the  said  queir  nixt  the 
said  brace  contenand  in  Icnlhe  iiij"  of  futis  and  xxviij  futis  braid  within 
the  wallis  respectiue  of  rouchc  werk     And  the  wallis  thairof  to  be  foure 
futis  thik  and  xxvj  futis  heych  fra  the  sole  of  the  durris  to  the  vuir  part 
of  the  watter  tabill  of  the  syd  wallis  with  foure  buttreis  one  ilk  syd  of 
the  said  kirk  eslar  werk  ellerand  to  the  queir  and  four  lycht  to  be 
biggit  in  the  southsyd  wall  of  the  said  kirk  of  x  futis  of  wydnes  and 
als  heych  as  thai  may  be  had  squair  lintalit  efferand  to  the  said  haioht 
And  in  the  southe  wall  of  the  said  kirk  betuix  the  twa  buttieil  to  ha 
biggit  ane  honest  dur  with  ane  plain  proche  with  sege  stabili  on  flkJigd 
thikyt  with  thak  stane  and  ane  honest  dur  in  the  west  garill  of 
kirk  with  ane  lycht  abone  the  samen  in  myd  gaviil  xy 
rysand  of  heich   in  poyntcast    als    heich    as   it  may  b( 
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to  the  heycht  uf  l!ie  gttvill  with  pufScient  mygaiiia  iii  «U  tlie  lycblis 

of  the  Biud  kitk  and  queir  with  plaue  eubBtaiitious  comettia  of  etaa« 

or    ime   qiihilk  B&]bE(  thocht   maist    gainand   iu    the   lycbtiB  raisit  of 

poyntcast     And  to  put  in  ilk  lycht  of  the  wyndoia  grote  lokartis  of 

ime  for  binding  of  gins  tbaroto     And  inlikuiKe  to  put  grete  crukis  in 

the  eaid  kirk  diirry^  as  efieria     And  the  said  baJll  kirk  to  be  pondyt  and 

Weill  thekyt  with  thak  stano  and  tbo  watter  tabill  of  the  oidwallis  of  the 

said  kirk  aud  queir  Id  be  larg  of  8ulye  betuiz  huttrcie  and  huttereie  and 

in  ane  caiament  lievio  for  leid  to  be  lad  thairin  to  Bchout  the  watter  by 

tlie  wyndowifl  of  the  said  kirk  and  queir  to  the  angeilis  next  the  buttreis 

And  ilk  Irattere  of  the  foirsaid  kirk  and  queir  to  half  ane  lioneste  fiall 

And  the  alter  of  the  queir  tobe  biggit  of  aielar  werk  and  tho  haill  queir 

tobe  weilt  pathit  with  greis"  befoir  the  eaid  alter  and  vtJier  wayia  as 

eflferis  with  tua  halie  wattir  fattis  weill  hewin  to  the  Bttid  kirk  and  queir 

Aod  the  foirsaidis  kirk  and  queir  to  be  biggit  and  coni|iletit  in  maner 

foirsaid     That  is  to  say  the  mid  queir  within  tlie  npace  of  thie  yerie 

■  *  ixt  efter  the  dait  herof    And  the  said  kirk  within  the  apace  of  vthair 

•"  fare  yeria  iiixt  and  immediatlie  thairefter    Attoure  I  the  foirsaid  Johnne 

f^or  of  the  saidis  landis  of  the  barony  of  Caldor  bindis  and  obliseia  me 

Xivitb  consent  of  my  said  fayther  frauktenementar  thairc>f  to  the  said 

Adaister  Peter  his  airis  and  executouris  to  gif  incontinent  ane  onnuell 

k^vnl  of  xs  merkis  money  of  the  realme  to  ane  chaiplane  tobe  namit  be 

V»  im  aud  to  the  eaidis  ohaiplania  successouriB  for  doing  of  mess  and  dpvyne 

^«niico  within  ihe  said  kirk  and  at  the  hie  alter  thairof  tobe  tane  vp  be 

tliBine  of  the  saidis  haill  landis  and  barony  of  Caldor  and  niybiis  thairof 

^t  Witeounday  and  Martymes  in  winter  be  evio  portionls  parpetuallye  in 

tyme  to  cum  Efter  the  forroe  and  tennour  of  the  erectioun  and  fundatioun 

t^be  maid  be  the  said  Maister  Peter  thairupone     Quhllk  chaiplane  Balbe 

•■emovabill  be  him  for  bU  tymo  allanerlic     And  to  mak  sufficient  charter 

^nd  tufeftment  to  the  said  chaiplane  and  his  succesaouria  thairujmn  of  the 

CKaid  annnell  rent  to  the  effect  foirsaid  iu  dew  forme  as  eETeris.    Aud  for  ful- 

(illingofallaDdsiDdry  thir  premissis  in  maner  abone  ex  pre  my  t  we  James 

1>undas  of  that  Ilk  and  Johoe  Cokbnme  of  Ornieatoune  bindis  and  oblisBia 

"Vrs  contUDctlio  and  aeueralie  cautionaris  and  soucrteie  to  the  Euid  Afaiater 

I'eter  for  the  said  Jamea  and  Johnne  hia  aone     And  for  fulfiUiug  of 

all  and  prndrie  the  premisais  and  euery  poynt  thareof  I  the  foreeaid  Jamea 
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Sandeliindd  aiul  Johnne  my  sone  and  we  the  forBaidis  James  Dnndas 
and  Johniio  Coklmnie  bindis  and  oblissis  wb  and  ilkane  of  wb  our  aris 
8Ucccssouris  and  cxccutouris  coninnctlie  and  seueralie  rennnoeand  the 
benofite  of  devisioun  to  the  said  Maister  Peter  his  airis  and  ezecutonria 
And  for  the  mair  securite  ar  content  that  this  our  present  band  and  obli- 
gation be  re^iHtrat  in  the  bukis  of  the  Lordes  of  Counsale  havand  the 
Htrenthc  of  thair  dccvcte  with  executorialis  thairupoun  in  dew  forme  as 
efferis  And  als  in  the  Officialis  bukis  of  Loudeane  and  we  monest  to 
fulfill  the  Hameu  vnder  the  panis  of  cursing  Subscriuit  with  our  handis 
at  Edinburgh  the  penult  day  of  Januar  the  yeir  of  Grod  j™  ▼«  xlj  yens 
befor  thir  witnes  Maister  Kobert  Galbrath  persoun  of  Spot  Maister 
fJohne  Skrymgeour  of  the  Myris  Freir  Andro  Carnys  wardane  of  the 
Gray  Freirs  of  Edinburgh  Paule  Dischintoun  sone  and  apperand  air  to 
VVilliamc  Dischintoun  of  Ardros  with  vtheris  diners 

Johnne  Cokrurne  James  Sandxlanbis 

James  Dundas  of  that  Ilk  Joomne  Sandxlandis*' 

Master  Peter  Sandilands  died  before  the  year  1548,  when  the  well- 
known  John  Spottiswoode,  afterwards  Superintendent  of  Lothian,  was 
presented  to  the  parsonage  of  Calder.  The  Knight  of  Calder,  on  whom 
the  obligation  to  complete  the  church  rested  in  the  first  instance,  became, 
not  long  afterwards,  an  early  and  distinguished  disciple  of  that  Eeforma- 
tion  which  was,  for  a  time,  to  bring  all  church-building  to  a  stand.  It 
was  by  him  that  the  "  First  Oration  and  Petition  of  the  Protestants  of 
Scotland"  was  presented  to  the  Qneen-Kegent,  in  the  year  1558.  Two 
years  earlier,  his  house  of  Calder  was  the  frequent  abode  of  Knox,  who 
there  taught  the  Reformed  doctrines  to  Murray,  Erskine,  and  Argyle. 
His  son  was  one  of  the  companions  of  George  Wishart  when  that  re- 
former was  taken  prisoner,  before  being  committed  to  the  flames,  in 
1540.  Of  the  two  sureties  in  the  bond,  one,  Cockbum  of  Orraiston,  was 
conspicuous  as  among  the  first  and  most  zealous  converts  to  the  Reformed 
faith.     It  was  in  his  house  that  Wishart  was  seized. 

The  plan  of  the  parson  of  Calder,  in  1542,  was  for  a  choir  of  two  bays, 
with  a  three-sided  apsidal  termination,  on  wliich  a  vostry  abutted  on  the 
east;  a  low  square  or  oblong  central  tower,  Avitli  clock  and  l>ells;  and  a 
nave  of  four  bays,  seven  feet  longer  and  five  feet  broader  than  the  choir. 


ANTIQUARIES  OF   SCOTLAND.  166 

Both  choir  and  nave  were  to  have  groined  roofs,  and  to  be  covered  with 

stone.     There  were  to  be  four  buttresses  on  either  side  of  the  nave,  as 

urell  as  on  the  south  side  of  the  choir,  all  of  ashlar,  and  surmounted  by 

finials.     The  walls  of  the  nave  were  to  be  of  ruble,  as  well  as  the  lower 

part  of  the  north  wall  of  the  choir,  against  which,  it  would  seem,  some 

Bort  of  enclosure  was  to  be  raised.     There  was  to  be  a  turret  with  a 

newel  stair  leading  to  the  rood-loft  and  belfry,  in  the  north  angle 

between  the  central  tower  and  the  choir.   There  were  to  be  three  pointed 

windows  in  the  south  wall  of  the  choir ;  four  flat-lintelled  windows,  each 

ten  feiet  wide,  in  the  south  wall  of  the  nave ;  a  pointed  window,  twelve 

feet  wide,  in  the  west  gable  of  the  nave,  and  two  windows  in  the  east 

gable  of  the  choir,  above  the  vestry.     All  the  windows  were  to  have 

mullions,  with  lockets  of  iron  to  which  the  glass  might  be  fastened. 

The  pointed  windows  were  to  have  "  comettis"  of  stone  or  of  iron,  as 

might  be  found  most  convenient.     There  was  to  be  a  door  with  a  plain 

porch  between  two  of  the  buttresses  on  the  south  side  of  the  nave,  the 

porch  having  fixed  seats  on  either  side,  and  a  stone  roof.    There  was  to 

be  another  door  under  the  window  in  the  west  gable  of  the  nave.    Both 

nave  and  choir  were  to  have  water  tables,  or  weather  mouldings,  resting 

on  corbels,  and  channelled  with  lead,  to  carry  off  the  water  from  the 

roof.     The  choir  was  to  be  well  paved,  with  steps  leading  to  the  altar, 

which  was  to  be  of  ashlar  stone.     There  were  to  be  two  holy  water 

stoups,  one  in  the  nave  and  one  in  the  choir. 

Of  this  plan,  so  far  as  can  now  be  discovered,  scarcely  a  half  was 
executed.  The  walls  of  the  vestry  and  choir  were  built,  but  the  latter 
never  received  its  vaulted  roof.  For  two  small  windows  in  its  east  gable 
above  the  vestry,  one  large  light  was  substituted.  If  the  buttresses  were 
crowned  with  the  large  finials,  so  characteristic  of  that  age,  no  trace  of 
them  is  now  to  be  found.  The  top  of  the  tower  is  comparatively 
modern,  leaving  us  room  to  doubt  whether  or  not  this  part  of  the  church 
had  been  completed.  Not  even  the  foundations  of  the  nave  were  laid. 
The  vestry,  I  should  add,  has  long  been  used  as  the  burying-place  of  the 
Lords  of  Torphichen.  Two  pinnacles,  showing  traces  of  early  renaissance, 
spring  from  its  external  angles,  one  of  them  bearing  a  legend  comme- 
morative of  the  founder — Petrvs  pkoit  :  nb  oorbvam.^ 

1  The  accompanying  view  of  the  exterior  of  the  choir,  from  the  80tith-ea8t  (Plat© 
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II. 

NOTICE  OF  ARMORIAL  BEARINGS  AND  INBCRIPTIONS  IN  THE 
CHURCH  OF  MID-CALDER.  By  JOHN  STUART,  Esq.,  Sbcbbtabt 
S.A.  Scot. 

Haviug  had  occasion  in  the  early  part  of  last  year  to  pay  some  atten- 
tioD  to  the  armorial  bearings  in  the  church  of  Mid-Calder,  I  have  availed 
myself  of  the  opportunity  of  Mr  Robertson's  curious  paper  on  the 
building  of  the  church  to  throw  together  a  few  notices  of  them  for  the 
Society.  These  will  be  more  intelligible,  from  the  beautiful  drawings 
belonging  to  Lord  Torphichen  which  are  now  exhibited. 

To  understand  their  full  import,  however,  it  may  be  necessary  to  advert 
in  the  outset  to  an  event  in  the  early  history  of  the  family  of  Sandilands, 
full  of  interest  and  pregnant  with  important  consequences. 

That  family,  when  the  light  of  certain  record  first  sheds  its  light  upon 
it  before  the  middle  of  the  fourteenth  century,  is  found  settled  in  the  little 
vale  of  Douglas,  in  immediate  neighbourhood  and  close  alliance  with 
that  mighty  lineage  of  Douglas,  of  whom  it  has  been  written  :  "  We  do 
not  know  them  in  the  fountain,  but  in  the  stream ;  not  in  the  root,  but 
in  the  stem  ;  for  we  know  not  who  was  the  first  mean  man  that  did  raise 
himself  above  the  vulgar.**  And  we  are  led  to  believe  that  the  house  of 
Sandilands  must  have  been  growing  in  importance  long  before  the  first 
notice  of  it.  Like  the  case  of  the  house  of  Douglas,  we  find,  in  the  first 
member  of  it  who  is  known  in  record,  not  the  weakness  and  obscurity  of 
a  recent  settler,  but  the  man  of  position  and  wealth ;  not  the  tiny  foun- 
tain, but  the  powerful  stream ;  for  the  first  James  of  Sandilands  known 
to  us,  while  he  got  various  grants  of  land  from  his  Sovereign,  received 
in  marriage  the  hand  of  Alienora,  the  sister  of  William,  first  Earl  of 
Douglas;  and  James,  the  son  of  this  marriage,  became  son-in-law  of 
Robert  II.  by  marrying  his  daughter  Joan. 

The  marriage  of  James  de  Sandilands  with  Alienora  Douglas  took 
place  in  1348,  and  it  resulted  in  the  representation  of  the  noble  house  of 

XIX.),  is  from  a  photograph,  for  which  I  am  iiulebtcl  to  Mr  Cdsmo  Innes.  The 
pinnacles  on  the  vestry  (Plate  XX.)  are  ou^^ravc  (1  from  drawings  hy  Mr  W.  Penny, 
of  Midcalder,  in  the  possession  of  Lord  Torphichen. 
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Douglas  becoming  vested  in  that  of  Sandilands.  For  William,  first  Earl 
of  Douglas,  brother  of  Alienora,  was  married  to  Margaret,  daughter  of 
Donald,  Earl  of  Mar,  and  by  this  marriage  he  had  one  son,  James,  and 
one  daughter,  Isabel.  James,  second  Earl  of  Douglas,  fell  at  the  fight 
of  Otterboum  in  1388,  without  leaving  lawful  issue.  Isabel,  his  sister, 
also  died  without  issue. 

The  earldom  of  Douglas,  on  the  death  of  Earl  James,  in  virtue  of  a 
special  entail,  went  to  Archibald  Douglas,  an  illegitimate  son  of  the 
"  Good  Sir  James ;"  but  his  sister  Isabel  succeeded  to  all  the  unentailed 
parts  of  the  estate  of  Douglas. 

On  the  death  of  Isabel  without  issue,  the  succession  would  have 
opened  to  James  Sandilands,  her  cousin,  as  heir  to  all  the  family  estates 
destined  to  heirs-general;  but,  for  some  consideration  which  does  not 
appear,  he  was  induced  to  convey  to  Greorge  Douglas,  an  illegitimate  son 
of  William,  Earl  of  Douglas,  by  Margaret,  Countess  of  Angus  and  Mar, 
his  right  of  succession  to  the  Douglas  estates,  by  a  charter  confirmed  by 
Eobert  III.  in  1398,  in  which  it  is  stated  that  he  had  renounced  all 
right  of  succession  competent  to  him,  after  the  decease  of  Isabel,  Countess 
of  Mar,  to  the  Douglas  estates.  This  George  Douglas,  who,  on  his 
mother's  resignation,  got  a  reconveyance  from  the  Crown  of  the  earldom 
of  Angus,  would  also  have  been  Earl  of  Douglas  if  he  had  been  legitimate. 

The  issue  of  William,  first  Earl  of  Douglas,  having  thus  failed,  James 
Sandilands,  his  sister's  grandson,  became  the  heir-general  of  the  illus- 
trious house  of  Douglas,  and  this  august  inheritance  is  now  vested  in 
Lord  Torphichen,  his  descendant.  Since  that  time  the  family  of  San* 
dilands  have  invariably  borne  the  arms  of  the  name  of  Douglas  in 
memory  of  their  descent,  although  they  renounced  the  succession  to  the 
estates.  In  the  same  way  (says  Mr  Riddell — '^Remarks  upon  Scots 
Peerage  Law,"  p.  163)  as  the  house  of  Winton  [bore]  those  of  the  earldom 
of  Buchan  as  heirs-general  of  John  Stewart,  Earl  of  Buchan,  son  of  Robert, 
Duke  of  Albany,  whose  earldom  they  did  not  inherit."  Thus,  to  a  charter 
dated  6th  June  1466  (at  Calder  House),  by  which  John  Sandilands  of 
Calder  conveyed  to  his  eldest  son  and  heir,  James  Sandilands,  knight, 
and  Margaret  his  spouse,  certain  lands  in  the  barony  of  Calder,  the  dis- 
poner's  seal  is  attached,  containing  the  arms  of  Sandilands  and  Douglas 
quarterly,  with  a  lady  for  supporter,  and  a  camel's  head  for  the  crest. 
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It  will  have  been  seen  from  Mr  Bobertson's  paper  that  the  chnrch  of 
Mid-Caldcr  was  erected  by  Sir  James  Sandilands,  sixth  Baron  of  Calder, 
at  the  expense  of  his  uncle,  Peter  Sandilands,  the  rector  of  the  parish. 
This  Sir  James  was  married  to  Mariot  Forrester,  daughter  of  Arohibald 
Forrester  of  Corstorphine.  He  became  an  early  adherent  of  the  Beformed 
opinions,  and  he  is  spoken  of  in  the  history  of  the  times  in  connection 
with  the  leaders  of  the  movement,  although  he  is  frequently  confounded, 
as  Laird  of  Calder,  with  his  son  John,  on  whom  he  had  conferred  the  fee 
of  his  estates  in  1526.  In  1558,  a  few  years  before  his  death,  the  Be- 
formers  resolved  to  solicit  the  support  of  the  Queen  Begent  to  a  "  godly 
Beformation ;  and  for  that  purpoise  (says  Enox),  after  we  had  drawin  our 
oraisoune  and  petitionis  as  followeth,  we  appointed  from  amongis  ub  a 
man  whose  age  and  yeoris  deserved  reverence,  whose  honestie  and  wirschip 
mycht  have  craved  audience  of  ony  magistrate  on  earth,  and  whose  faith- 
full  service  to  the  authoritie  at  all  tymes  had  been  suche  that  in  him 
culd  fall  no  suspitioun  of  unlawfuU  disobedience.  This  oratour  was 
that  auncient  and  honorable  father  Schir  James  Sandilands  of  Calder, 
knight."^ 

As  the  church  has  been  left  in  an  unfinished  state,  it  is  possible  that 
the  change  in  Sir  James  Sandilands*  opinions,  and  the  general  change  of 
the  religion  of  the  nation,  may  have  had  some  effect  in  leading  to  this 
result.  It  may  be  mentioned,  that  in  1526  he,  along  with  others,  got  a 
remission  under  the  Privy  Seal  of  James  V.,  for  the  slaughter  of  James 
Somerville,  and  in  the  following  year  he  had  a  royal  letter,  ratifying 
"the  licence  given  to  him  afore  to  pass  for  the  completing  of  his  pil- 
grimage at  Rome;"  while  it  is  worth  noticing,  as  a  curious  coincidence, 
that  John  Erskine  of  Dun,  another  leader  of  the  Beformers  in  Scotland, 
while  a  youth,  also  killed  a  man,  Sir  Thomas  Froster,  a  priest,  in  the  bell- 
tower  of  the  church  at  Montrose,  as  appears  from  the  deed  of  assyth- 
ment  among  the  papers  at  Dun,  dated  5th  February  1530;  and  that 
he  also,  in  1537,  had  a  licence,  with  his  son  and  friend,  to  pass  to  France, 
Italy,  or  other  places  beyond  sea,  for  doing  of  their  pilgrimages,  and 
other  lawful  errands.^ 

1  The  Works  of  John  Knox,  edited  by  David  Laing,  vol.  i.  p.  301.     Edin- 
burgh 1846. 

^  Spalding  Club  Miscellany,  vol.  iv.  pp.  27-30. 
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Tiaaj  DOW  proceed  to  giro  sonio  account  of  tbe  Rhidds  tuid  iiiBcriptions, 
«».Qd  I  do  ao  principally  from  notea  by  John  Riddell,  Eaq.' 

At  the  east  end  of  the  church  is  a  tow  erection  abutting  on  the  apee, 
^nd  now  used  as  a  burial  vault  for  the  Torphicken  family.  Its  original 
f>urpose  seema  rather  uncertain.  It  is  eurmounted  by  two  decorated 
t>innaclea,  on  one  of  which — a  little  to  the  north — ta  a  legend  "  Pethus 
;^Mir,"  evidently  in  allusion  to  Peter  Sandilands,  who  contributed  funds 
for  tbe  building;  and  below  a  shield  "  nx  cobbvam,"  Lest  I  fall. 
-Above  this  last  motto  h  a  shield  containing  the  family  arms,  Sandilands 
•j^uartering  DongW,  with  two  angels  as  supporters.  On  a  side  of  the 
pinnacle  is  the  word  "Maria."  The  opposite  pinnacle  exhibits  the 
-fJamily  arms  alonCj  without  creat  or  fnipporter — viz.,  Sandilands  quartering 
XDouglas,  with  the  initials  J. 8.  and  p.b.  at  the  aide,  the  former  referring 
"tK)  Sir  James  Sandilands,  and  the  latter  to  his  uncle  the  Rector.  (See 
:^lato  XX.,  figs.  1  and  2.) 

At  tbe  west  window,  and  inside  the  church,  is  a  shield,  with  what 
^«ems  to  he  a  representation  of  tbe  arms  of  Sandilands  and  Douglas,  but 
xn  an  unusual  manner.  Here,  as  in  old  delineations  (says  Mi  Riddell), 
"fclie  Douglas  heart  is  uncrowned,  the  addition  of  the  crown  being  modern. 
riThe  shield  is  snrmounted  by  a  panel,  with  the  letters  j.g.  inscribed. 
CI*late  XXL,  fig.  1.) 

Near  tho  west  window  also  is  a  fantastic  corbel,  supporting  one 
of  tho  flhafta  of  the  proposed  groined  roof.  It  is  in  the  form  of  a 
<3c)wled  monlt,  bearing  in  his  bands  a  scroll,  with  the  words  "  Pktrub 
^^OTT,"  with  the  Douglas  heart  twice,  and  the  Douglas  star  once,  on 
H.ia  anna  and  breast.  (Plate  XXI.,  fig.  2.)  Near  this  window  also 
ia  another  shield,  with  the  simple  arms  of  Douglas,  which,  from  its 
firominence  and  repetition,  seema  almost  to  throw  that  of  Sandilands 
into  the  shade. 

Xear  the  east  window  is  a  shield  displaying  the  pure  Douglas  arms, 
obviously  to  commemorate  the  representation  of  that  family.  It  bus 
tliis  i>eculianty,  that  the  three  Douglas  stars  are  placed  upon  a  fesae 
instead  of  a  chief,  as  latterly  and  at  present.  (Plate  XXI.,  fig.  3.)  An- 
other shield  here  bears  the  Royal  Arms  of  Scotland,  the  shield  resting 


>  Tho  OliiBtratioM,  PlatP  XXI., 
by  his  LD[<IshT|i'B  kiDd  pormiBsioD, 


copied  from  Lord  Torpliicliar 
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upon  a  lion  couchant,  probably  in  momory  of  the  family  alliance  with 
the  daughter  of  Kobert  II. 

A  shield  near  the  east  window  contains  the  bearing  of  a  fesae  cheque 
between  three  cocks,  two  and  one,  being  the  arms  of  Cockbum  of  Oimiston. 
The  families  were  allied  by  marriage,  Sir  John  Cockburn  having  been 
married  to  Alisono,  a  daughter  of  Sir  James  Sandilands.  This  lady 
appears  to  have  inherited  her  father's  zeal  for  the  Beformed  opinions. 
She  was  alive  in  1584,  when  Vautrollier  dedicated  to  her  a  treatise  called 
"  The  Confession  of  Faith,"  by  Henry  Balnaves,  the  MS.  of  which  had 
been  discovered  at  Ormiston  by  Bichard  Bannatyne,  Knox's  secre- 
tary.' Having  been  originally  prepared  for  the  press  by  Enox  in  1548, 
it  has  been  added  as  an  Appendix  to  the  third  volume  of  the  Beformer's 
Works,  1854. 

Above  the  centre  window  is  a  shield  exhibiting  the  family  arms — viz.^ 
Sandilands  quartering  Douglas,  with  the  letters  p.  s.  over  the  shield 
(Plate  XXI.,  fig.  4) ;  and  here  also  is  a  shield  bearing  the  fesse  cheque 
of  Lindsay,  with  a  St  George's  cross  in  chief,  being  the  arms  of  Sir 
Walter  Lindsay,  Lord  of  St  John,  Preceptor  of  Torphichen. 

This  valiant  knight  is  believed  to  have  been  of  the  house  of  Byres, 
and  was  succeeded  in  the  Preceptory  of  Torphichen  by  Sir  James  Sandi- 
lands, a  younger  son  of  that  Sir  James  who  undertook  the  building  of 
the  church.  The  appearance  of  his  arms  in  the  church  may  indicate 
that  he  contributed  to  the  erection  of  the  building,  but  there  may  have 
been  some  family  connection.  His  successor  was  his  executor,  and  sues 
in  that  capacity  in  15G1. 

A  shield  in  the  family  gallery  exhibits  the  bearingof  the  family — viz., 
Sandilands  quartering  Douglas.  It  rests  on  the  head  of  a  grotesque 
human  figure,  who  puts  up  his  hands  to  his  head  as  if  to  help  to  bew  the 
weight  of  the  groining  above. 

On  the  north  side  of  the  church  is  a  carved  wooden  screen,  probably 
the  back  of  a  bench.  The  family  arms  are  hero  represented,  composeil 
of  Douglas  and  Sandilands,  but  Douglas  has  the  preference,  being  placed 
in  the  principal  part  of  the  shield.  IJeside  the  shield  are  the  initials  j.s., 
which  refer  to  James,  second  Lord  Torphichen.  I  cannot  distinguish  the 
letters  below,  which  probably  are  the  initials  of  his  wife's  name»    He 

« 

*  Kuox's  Works,  vol.  i.  p.  237,  ami  note. 
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was  first  married  to  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  James  Heriott  of  Trabroun, 
and  secondly  to  Mary,  daughter  of  Gilbert,  eighth  Lord  Somerville.  In 
a  pannel  adjoining  the  shield  is  the  date  1595,  and  below  the  letters  raw, 
which  I  do  not  understand.  The  screen  is  surmounted  by  the  legend,  The. 
Lord.  is.  my.  Shsphbrd.  i.  seal.  not.  want.  Fsal.  xxin.  Leys.  in.  Christ. 

Before  concluding,  I  may  just  advert  to  the  peculiar  nature  of  the  title 
Tested  in  Lord  Torphichen,  as  the  only  instance  of  an  heritable  dignity 
known  in  our  peerage. 

Sir  James  Sandilands,  Lord  of  St  John,  having  in  1563  resigned  into 
the  Queen's  hands  all  the  lands  and  baronies  belonging  to  his  precep- 
tory,  got  a  re-grant  of  the  same  to  him,  his  heirs,  and  assignees,  with  all 
the  privileges  enjoyed  by  him  and  his  predecessors  as  Preceptors  of  Tor- 
phichen. One  of  these  was  his  title  of  Lord  of  Parliament,  and  ever 
since  1563  Sir  James  and  bis  successors  have  been  peers  of  the  realm. 
In  1633  Lord  Torphichen  offered  to  surrender  the  superiorities  of  the 
lordship  that  were  ^'  ih  his  handis  undisponit,  except  that  mean  portion 
thairof  lyand  within  the  baronie  of  Torphichen,  quhairin  does  subaiit 
the  title  and  dignitie  of  Lord  of  Parliament;''  and  this  part  was  con- 
firmed to  him,  and  it  was  declared  that  "  the  title  and  dignitie  annexit 
thereto  sail  remane  with  him  and  his  successors  according  to  the  tennor 
of  bis  auld  richtis  and  infeftments ; "  the  last  being  the  charter  or 
re-grant  of  1563.^ 

III. 

PROPOSALS  FOR  CLEANING  AND  LIGHTING  THE  CITY  OF  EDIN- 
BURGH (WITH  ORIGINAL  SIGNATURES  OF  A  NUMBER  OF  THE 
PRINCIPAL  INHABITANTS),  IN  THE  YEAR  1786.  WITH  EXPLANA- 
TORY  REMARKS :  By  DAVID  LAING,  Esq.,  F.S.A.  Soot. 

The  manuscript  volume  presented  by  our  associate  Dr  David  H.  Bobert- 
son,  the  illustrator  of  "  The  Antiquities  of  Leith,"  was  put  into  my  hands 
to  lay  before  the  Society,  with  such  remarks  or  explanations  as  might 
seem  to  be  requisite.  It  contains  Proposals  for  cleaning  our  metropolis, 
drawn  up  in  the  year  1735.     I  half  regret  having  undertaken  to  do  so,  as 

^  Riddell's  Peerage  and  Consist.  Law,  vol.  i.  pp.  87-92. 
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the  subject,  it  must  be  confesBed,  is  somewhat  UDMTOiuy.  Yet  it  is  a  sub- 
ject which  seems  to  have  been  carefully  avoided  by  all  the  hisfeoiiaiis  of 
Edinburgh,  as  well  as  by  the  authors  of  our  looal  traditionSi  remini- 
scences, and  other  works,  probably  thinking  it  tended  to  the  disoiedit 
of  our  ''  gude  toun."  I  have  no  intention,  indeed,  to  treat  the  sulgeot 
in  full  detail,  or,  as  the  donor  of  the  manuscript,  in-his  joeolar  manner, 
might  say,  its  foul  details,  by  raking  up  all  the  filth  that  appears  on  the 
pages  of  our  public  records,  or  in  the  satirical  remarks  of  traTellen  in 
their  descriptions,  but  will  confine  myself  to  a  few  general  notices  or 
remarks,  as  the  subject  is  not  unimportant,  having  reference  to  the  sanitary 
state  of  a  large  town.  The  subject  is  indeed  not  new :  an  anonymous 
author,  nearly  a  century  ago,  in  1761,  published  ''The  doaoiniad,  a 
Poem ;"  and  in  the  exordium  he  says. 

The  dangers  which  the  wretched  mortal  meeta, 
Who  darea  at  ten  to  tread  Edina'a  streets, 
(and  80  on) — I  strive  to  sing. 

So  early  as  the  reign  of  James  the  Fourth,  Dunbar  the  Scottish  poet 
addressed  a  remonstrance  to  the  merchants  of  Edinburgh  on  the  filthiness 
of  the  streets,  tending  so  much  to  the  hurt  and  slander  of  their  good 
name.  In  particular,  he  makes  mention  of  the  *^  Stinking  Style,"  a  covered 
passage  leading  from  the  north  side  of  St  Giles's  Church  to  the  opposite 
side  of  the  High  Street,  known  as  the  Luckenbooths.  It  existed  and 
retained  its  name  for  at  least  three  centuries,  in  the  very  heart  of  the 
city,  and  was  a  noted  place  for  filth,  assaults,  and  robberies.  So  early 
as  July  1505,  the  Magistrates  and  Council  made  an  arrangement  with 
the  Bellman  for  cleansing  the  streets,  he  engaging  to  "  haif  a  horse  with 
a  close  cairt  and  twa  servandis  daylie,  quhen  neid  is,  for  puiging  and 
clenging  of  the  Hie  Street,  betwix  the  Castell  and  Saint  Mary  Wynd."' 
On  the  10th  of  July  1530,  the  Provost,  Bailies,  and  Council  granted  to 
the  Provost  of  St  Giles  a  small  piece  of  waste  land  adjoining  the  lower 
churchyard  of  St  Giles,  the  reason  assigned  being,  "  because  it  was  be- 
fore ane  midding  and  common  sege  (seat)  till  all  personia"  Had  the 
Council  thought  of  converting  it  into  a  place  of  accommodation  for  the 
inhabitants,  it  might  have  saved  many  bubsequent  regulations,  with  ths 

1   Exlracta  from  Council  Records  (MS.  Advocates'  Library),  foL  181. 
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necessity  of  appointing  persons  to  keep  the  entrance  to  the  church  itself, 
as  well  as  the  churchyard,  free  from  filth.  A  century  later,  on  the 
26th  of  February  1629,  the  Lords  of  Privy  Council  issued  a  warrant  for 
building  up  the  east  style  of  Holyroodhouse  kirkyard,  because,  as  the 
minutes  express  it,  '^  the  people  repairing  to  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh 
from  Musselburgh,  Fisherrow,  and  other  parts  in  East  Lothian,  hes  maid 
thair  ordinare  passage  throu  the  kirkyaird  of  Halyruidhouse,  whilk  they 
defyle  with  filth  and  otherwayis,  especiallie  at  the  verie  syde  of  the  kirk, 
and  direct  under  the  windowes  of  his  Majestie's  galrie  of  Halyruidhouse, 
whilk  (it  was  remarked)  will  be  verie  unseemlie  to  be  sene  to  strangers 
the  time  of  his  Majestie's  heere  being;''  Charles  the  First  intending 
at  this  time  to  have  visited  Scotland  for  his  coronation,  but  this  purpose 
was  deferred  till  the  year  1633.  It  was  usual  on  all  public  occasions, 
such  as  the  triumphal  entry  of  James  the  Sixth  in  1579 — his  reception 
with  his  Queen,  Anna  of  Denmark,  in  1590 — his  revisiting  his  native 
kingdom  in  1617 — for  the  magistrates  to  bestir  themselves,  by  procla- 
mations, with  threats  of  fines,  imprisonment,  and  other  penalties,  to 
have  the  high  streets  and  common  vennels  of  Edinburgh  cleansed  by 
removing  the  cruives  for  swine,  middings  (or  dunghills),  and  fulzie 
collected.  Still  more  precise  directions  on  the  subject  were  issued  by 
the  Provost,  Bailies,  <&c.,  convened  in  Council,  on  the  5th  of  April  1633, 
upon  their  ^'  finding  the  Hie  streets  and  public  vennels  of  this  burgh  to 
abound  with  all  kynd  of  filth,  to  the  reprotche  of  the  toun  when  strangers 
doe  repair  to  the  same.''  The  services  of  scavengers  were  often  aided 
by  heavy  rains,  as  on  the  18th  of  May  1593,  "  ane  sudden  shower  of  raine 
and  haill  the  said  day  (says  Birrell  in  his  Diary),  being  Monday,  the 
chapmanis  standis  and  stuillis  came  sweming  doune  the  street  of  Edin- 
burgh like  as  they  had  been  sailing  doune  the  watter"  (p.  30).  But  these 
drenching  showers,  while  sweeping  down  the  steep  closes  all  sorts  of  im- 
purities, only  deposited  the  filth  outside  of  the  town,  in  the  North  Loch 
on  the  one  side,  or  formed  the  Biver  Tumble  on  the  other. 

The  first  direct  measure  for  effectually  cleansing  the  streets  was  the  Act 
of  Parliament,  James  VII.  1st  Pari.  8th  June  1686  (vol.  viii.  p.  595),  en- 
titled, **  Act  for  Cleansing  the  Streets  of  Edinburgh,"  occasioned  by  "  the 
many  complaints  of  the  nastiness  of  the  streets,  wynds,  closses,  and  other 
places  of  the  city  of  Edinburgh,  which  is  the  Capital  City  of  the  Nation, 
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where  tUe  chief  Judicatories  reside,  uid  to  which  His  Majtstie'e  lic^'i;^ 
muat  necessarily  resort;  and  niteuil."  By  this  Act  the  Ma^^istratus  w^re 
ordained  "  to  prescribe  some  effectual  mode  for  [trt;aerving  the  cleanlineM 
of  said  town  of  Edinburgh,  CAiiongnte,  and  Buhurba  thereof,"  under  the 
pain  of  1000  merks  yearly;  and  it  was  further  ordained,  that  the 
Lords  of  Council  and  Seseiou  Eihull  receive  "all  ratiouall  proposals 
for  purging  and  cleaUBing  llie  xaid  towu,"  &c.  Tbe  Lords  of  Council 
and  Session  (acting  as  Potiui:-  (.'unimifiHiouerR)  having  tuel  several  tinifs 
on  the  subject  with  the  Provost  nnd  AIagi§trateH,  by  na  Act  of  Sede- 
runt, January  25,  1687,  their  LunUhipa,  confonn  to  the  power  granted 
them  by  the  said  Act  of  rarliament,  impoeed  a  etent  of  five  hundred 
pounds  sterling  yearly,  for  tbo  spuce  of  three  yearn,  upon  all  the  inhabi- 
tants, burgesses,  and  others  within  the  town,  Canongat«,  and  Huhurbe 
thereof,  the  members  of  the  Collt^ge  having  freely  ofTerMl  to  bear  their 
proportion  of  this  aasessmfnt.  In  the  manuscript  Pro{>oHals  uf  1735, 
after  referring  to  these  Acts,  it  ie  stated,  that  the  mouey  was  jmid  "  fur 
removing  the  said  dung,  which  was  then  l^ny  on  the  atreela  of  tho 
city  and  suburbs  like  movrUaiuK,  and  roade  were  cut  through  them  to  the 
cloeses  or  shops  before  whom  [which]  those  great  heaps  or  middens  lay; 
and  this  care  and  pains  of  the  magistrates  had  its  designed  effect,  in  so 
far  that  tbe  streets  have  never  been  in  that  state  and  condition  since." 
Is  it  to  be  wondered,  under  such  circu  to  stances,  considering  the  confined 
state  of  our  towns  and  villages,  that  pestilence  should  have  so  frequently 
prevailed  in  Edinburgh,  Leith,  and  other  places?  It  woa  not,  indeed, 
the  fault  of  the  magistrates  that  the  common  practice  "  of  throwing  over 
every  kind  of  filth,  ashes,  and  foul  wiilt-r,  at  sliots,  windows,  or  doora 
in  the  High  Street,  or  in  closes,  wynils,  or  pasKages  of  the  city,"  was  not 
stopped ;  but  all  their  regulations  und  fines  were  disregarded,  and  many 
proclamations  and  edicts  were  issued  and  renewed  from  time  to  time, 
with  threats  of  fines,  imprisonment,  standing  in  tbe  pillory,  whipping 
by  the  hand  of  the  hangman,  and  banishing  the  city,  with  apparently 
uo  effect.  Hut  the  scavengers  at  an  early  hour  were  at  work,  and  ren- 
dered our  metio^ioliB  much  less  offensive  iu  day-time  than  many  other 
European  cities  even  within  one's  own  recollection.  In  the  manuscript 
PropOBslsof  1735,  above  mentioned,  it  is  expressly  asserted,  "Also  there 
is  a  verj'  evil  practice  to  be  ohserved,  that  tome  mistresBes,  and  those  not 
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of  the  lowest  order,  do  agree  and  paction  with  their  servants  for  lower 
wages  on  this  very  account ;  that  they  tell  them  they  shall  be  allowed 
[permitted]  to  cast  all  their  nastiness  over  the  windows,  show  them  how 
to  do  it,  and  encourage  them  therein/'  The  title  of  the  manuscript  now 
laid  before  the  Society  sufficiently  explains  the  nature  of  the  Proposals 
without  entering  upon  further  details,  viz. : — 

'^  Edinburgh  Cleaned  and  the  Country  Improven,  or  Proposals  for 
Puting  an  Effectuall  Stop  to  that  Pemitious  Practice  of  throwing  over 
the  Windows  all  sorts  of  filth,  foul  water,  ashes,  <&c.  And  for  keeping 
the  Streets,  Winds,  Glosses,  <&c.,  of  the  City  neat  and  clean  By  a 
voluntary  subscription  of  the  Possessors  and  Proprietors  therein  for 
paying  amongst  them  the  Charges  of  Carying  doun  Stairs  all  those 
things  that  uses  to  be  thrown  over  the  Windows,  By  two  Men  Scaffingers 
serving  as  many  Houses  as  amounts  to  800£  of  yearly  valued  Rent  per 
the  City  Stent-Books.  The  Tennants  paying  the  men's  wages  (w^  is  half 
a  Scots  merk  a  day  each)  at  the  proportion  of  sixpence  a  pound  of 
y'^  Valued  Kent  in  the  year.  So  that  a  10£  Bent  pays  5  shillings  and 
a  15£  Bent  7  8h^  6  pence  pr  An°*.  And  the  Landlords  pays  at  the 
Beginning  for  the  vessels  and  utensils  necessary  for  the  work,  which 
vessels  are  to  belong  to  and  Eemain  in  the  House  in  all  time  Coming 
whoever  may  be  the  Tennant. 

Printed  by  (blank)  1735." 

It  was  evidently  intended  for  publication,  and  for  this  purpose  it  ap- 
pears to  have  been  carefully  revised  and  corrected,  with  numerous  addi- 
tions by  different  hands.  Subjoined  are  the  two  following  testimonials. 
The  first  is  by  Mr  Adam,  the  celebrated  architect : — 

"  I  have  read  over  the  whole  of  this  sclieme,  and  very  much  approve 
of  it." 

(Signed) 


The  next  ib  that  of  the  diutingiiiished  Professor  Colin  Maclaurin  : — 
"  I  have  read  over  the  Pro^iosals,  and  wish  success  to  the  scheme 
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which  may  be  improved  afterwards  from  experience.  I  BufaBcribe  fof 
my  own  house  in  Smith's  Land,  Niddry's  Wynd,  fourth  stoiy,  while  my 
family  is  in  town,  providing  the  neighbours  in  the  land  agree  to  the 


same. 


"  Edr.  Deer.  27.  1737." 


^CflMtlh^ 


The  author  of  the  Proposals  is  not  named.  There  is  however  no 
doubt  he  was  Bobkrt  Mein,  who  signs  an  agreement  on  a  blank  page  at 
the  end,  dated  August  15,  1751,  by  which  Mr  James  Honeyman,  ship- 
master in  Newcastle,  engaged  to  take  *^  all  the  brockin  glass  I  can  fur- 
nish him  with  at  26s.  per  ton,  delivered  in  Edinburgh." 


(Signed) 


When  the  Eoyal  Exchange  and  the  adjoining  buildings  in  Edinburgh 
were  in  contemplation,  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot  of  Minto,  in  1752,  published 
"  Proposals  for  carrying  on  certain  Public  Works,"  which  drew  forth 
from  Sir  David  Dalrymple,  afterwards  Lord  Hailes,  a  humorous  reply, 
suggesting  the  necessity  of  "  Carrying  on  a  certain  Public  Work  in  the 
city  of  Edinburgh."  It  is  to  be  remembered  that  Edinburgh,  at  this  time, 
was  confined  within  the  city  walls ;  the  flats  in  the  closes  and  principal 
streets  were  occupied  by  separate  families,  including  persons  of  rank.  The 
town,  of  course,  was  not  then  lighted  with  gas,  and  the  lamps,  if  I  mis- 
take not,  were  usually  extinguished  by  nine  o'clock.  "  Hark,"  says  the 
author  of  the  "  Cloaciuiad," 

"  .    .    .    .    the  clock  strikes  ten. 
Now  from  a  thousand  windows  cat'racts  flow, 
Which  make  a  deluge  in  the  streets  below." 


Ferguson  also,  in  his  poem  "  Aukl  lleekie,"  describes  the  disasters 
happening  to  persons  in  a  state  of  drunkenness,  returning  from  their 
clubs  and  other  convivial  meetings,  tumbling  into  tlie  gutters ;  and  he 
also  refers  to  the  hour — 


u 


....    whilo  noisy  t»ii-h"iii\s'  ilruiii 
Gars  u"  your  trailt's  ^m*-  ilan<l.rinf^'  Imin**." 
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He  elsewhere  speaks  of  the  lanterns  usually  carried, 

"  To  guide  them  through  the  dangers  of  the  night.'* 

It  wou^d,  in  fact,  seem  as  if  a  tacit  agreement  existed,  that  so  soon  as 
St  Giles'  clock  struck  ten,  the  windows  were  simultaneously  opened  for  a 
general  discharge  (which,  in  1745,  must  have  rather  alarmed  Prince 
Charles'  followers,  when  they  had  possession  of  the  town),  and  the 
streets  and  closes  resounded  with  one  universal  cry,  Qardyloo  I  Dr 
Jamieson,  in  his  Dictionary,  gives  the  word  as  Jordelao :  I  doubt  if  any 
such  word  was  ever  used ;  but  in  his  Supplement  the  learned  Doctor  pro- 
perly assigns  it  to  the  original  French  phrase,  Qare  de  Veau — ^Beware  the 
water — and  quotes  Smollett's  immortal  "Humphrey  Clinker"  for  the  usual 
word,  Qardyloo,  Before  dismissing  the  subject,  I  may  also  quote  part  of 
the  same  passage,  in  which  Mrs  Winifred  Jenkins,  announcing  their  arrival 
"  at  Haddingborough,  among  the  Scots,"  says,  with  great  indignation, 
"  They  should  not  go  for  to  impose  upon  foreigners ;  for  the  bills  in  their 
houses  say,  they  have  different  easements  to  let ;  and,  behold,  there  is 
nurro  yeaks  in  the  whole  kingdom,  nor  anything  for  pore  servants  but  a 
barrel  with  a  pair  of  tongs  thrown  across;  and  all  the  chairs  in  the 
family  are  emptied  into  this  here  barrel  once  a  day,  and  at  ten  o'clock 
at  night  the  whole  cargo  is  flung  out  at  a  back  window,  that  looks  into 
some  street  or  lane,  and  the  maid  calls  gardy  loo  to  the  passengers, 
which  signifies,  *  Lord,  have  mercy  upon  you  I '  and  this  is  done  every 
night  in  every  house  in  Haddingborough;  so  you  may  guess,  Mary 
Jones,  what  a  sweet  savour  comes  from  such  a  number  of  perfuming 
pans.  But  they  say  it  is  wholesome,  and  truly  I  believe  it  is ;  for  being 
in  the  vapours,  and  thinking  of  Isabel  and  Mr  Clinker,  I  was  going 
into  a  fit  of  asteriks,  when  this  siff,  saving  your  presence,  took  me  by 
the  nose  so  powerfully,  that  I  sneezed  three  times,  and  found  myself 
wonderfully  refreshed ;  and  this,  to  be  sure,  is  the  raisin  why  there  are 
no  fits  in  Haddingborough." 

In  contrast,  however,  to  this  episode,  I  may  quote  the  words  of  an 
English  visitor  of  the  same  time,  Captain  Topham,  who,  in  his  "  Letters 
from  Edinburgh,  written  in  the  years  1774  and  1775,^  says  of  Edin- 
Inirgh  : — "  This  town  has  long  been   reproached  with  many  uncleanly 

1  Lond.  1776,  8yo,  r-  14. 
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cuBtoma.  A  gentleman,  who  lately  iiubliahed  his  travels  through  Spain, 
BEiys,  '  that  Sladrid,  some  years  ago,  might  have  vied  with  Bdinburgh  in 
filthiuees."  It  may  probably  bo  some  pleasure  to  this  author,  and  to  those 
who  read  him,  to  learn  that  his  remarks  are  now  very  erroneous.  But 
if  B,  stranger  may  be  allowed  to  complain,  it  would  be,  that  in  these 
wyiids,  which  are  very  numerous,  the  ditt  is  sometimes  suffered  to  re- 
main two  or  three  days  without  removal,  and  becomes  offensive  to  more 
senses  than  one.  Tbe  magistrates,  by  imposing  fines  and  other  punish- 
ments, have  long  put  a  stop  to  the  throwing  anything  from  tbe  windows 
into  the  open  street ;  but  as  these  allies  [alleys]  are  unlighted,  narrow, 
and  removed  from  public  view,  tliey  still  continue  these  practices  with 
impunity.  Many  an  elegant  suit  of  clothes  has  been  spoiled ;  many  a 
powdered,  well-dressed  maccaroni  sent  home  for  the  evening;  and,  to 
conclude  this  period  in  Dr  Johnson's  own  simple  words,  '  many  a  full- 
flowing  periwig  moistened  into  flaccidity,'  " ' 

A  still  higher  authority  may  bo  (quoted.  "  Hitherto,"  says  Sir  Walter 
Scott,  in  reference  to  the  extension  of  the  city,  "  family  resided  above 
family,  each  habitation  occupying  one  storey  of  the  tall  mansion,  or  land. 
The  whole  was  accessible  by  one  stair,  which,  common  to  all  the  inhabi- 
tants, was  rarely  cleaned  and  imperfectly  lighted  ;  tbe  windows  were  the 
only  means  of  ridding  nuisances,  and  the  tardy  cry  of  Gardex  i'sau  was 
sometimes,  like  the  shriek  of  the  water-kelpie,  ratber  the  elegy  than  the 
warning  of  tbe  overwhelmed  passenger."^ 

The  Old  Citizen  deserves  to  be  remembered  for  his  endeavours  to  put 
an  end  to  sucb  a  custom.  Tbe  magistrates,  also,  for  prosecuting  "  so 
good  a  wotk,"  commenced  to  set  several  tacks  of  tbe  muck  and  fulzie 
of  tbe  city  to  the  respective  tacksmen,  who  were  bound  to  carry  the  Bome 
away  timeously  before  sis  of  the  clock  "  in  the  morning."  Even  at  the 
preitent  day,  witb  all  the  advantage  of  improved  sewerage,  much  remains 
to  be  effected  for  the  improvement  of  our  city.  But  perhaps  the  most  inte- 
resting portion  of  the  MS.  Proposals  of  1735  consists  in  the  names  of  the 
tenants,  residenlers,  and  proprietors  of  houses,  who  agreed  "to  performe 
the  terms  of  the  foregoing  Proposal ;  mentioning  tbeir  residences  and  tbe 
rents  of  tbeir  bouses."    In  this  respect,  it  might  be  very  serviceable  to 
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lifr  Chambers  should  he  amuse  himself  in  any  vacant  hours  by  revising  and 
enlarging  his  "  Traditions  of  Edinburgh,"  and  his  "  Beekiana."  The  first 
approver  is  a  lady,  ^^  Jean  Gartsbore,  for  my  house  in  Morocks  Close, 
which  is  15  pounds. St.  rent."  The  number  of  subscribers  is  very  con- 
siderable. Others  sign  the  Proposal  without  giving  their  assent  to  all 
the  details  of  the  scheme,  and  agree  to  pay  half-a-crown  a  quarter.  Some 
of  the  lower  classes  limited  their  engagement  to  a  halfpenny  weekly ; 
but  the  greater  number  agree  to  pay  a  penny,  others  three  halfpence  a 
week,  while  a  few  allowed  twopence.  The  Countess  of  Haddington,  "  for 
the  lodgings  she  possessed  in  Bank  Close,  Lawnmarket,  valued  rent 
L.20,"  was  to  pay  twopence-halfpenny  per  week,  which  is  tenpence  per 
month.  But  even  this  apparently  liberal  offer  was  only  one  halfpenny 
per  month  for  each  pound  sterling,  which  other  tenants  had  consented 
to  pay.  Some  of  the  subscribers  agreed  conditionally,  if  their  neigh- 
bours should  consent ;  but  one  lady,  in  particular,  said  most  resolutely, 
^  Mrs  Black  refuses  to  agree,  and  acknowledges  she  throws  over :  as  also 
the  house  above  refuses,  and  confesses  their  throwing  over  at  Night." 

In  the  year  1760,  Bob£bt  Mein  reissued  his  Proposals,  in  the  form  of 
a  printed  tract,  under  the  same  title,  "  The  City  Cleaned  and  Improven, 
By  following  out  this  proposed  method,  for  paying  only  one  penny  per 
week  for  an  £8  rent,  &c.  Edinburgh :  1760,"  small  8vo,  pp.  16.  The 
original  MS.,  with  very  rude  drawings  (partly  copied  as  a  woodcut  border 
for  the  title-page  of  this  tract),  was  sold  at  George  Baton's  sale,  in  1809, 
but  has  been  lost.  This  worthy  old  citizen  exerted  himself  for  the  im- 
provement of  his  native  city  by  another  tract,  entitled,  "  The  Edinburgh 
Paradise  Begain'd,  or  the  City  set  at  Liberty,  to  Propagate  and  Improve 
her  Trade  and  Commerce,  <fec.  By  a  Merchant-Citizen,  long  acquainted 
with  the  City's  Accompt  of  Profit  and  Loss,  both  before  and  since  the 
Incorporate  Union.  1764."  Small  8vo,  pp.  29,  and  Plan.  With  this 
object  he  urges  the  necessity  of  extending  the  city,  removing  the  ports 
and  walls,  which  obstruct  commerce,  opening  up  an  easy  access  to  the 
higher  grounds,  and  forming  a  navigable  canal  between  Edinburgh  and 
Leith.  In  a  previous  tract,  called  "  The  Cross  Bemoved,  Prelacy  and 
Patronage  Disproved,"  &c.,  Edinburgh,  1756,  12mo,  dedicated  to  the 
Lord  Provost  and  Magistrates  of  Edinburgh,  the  author  states  "  that  he 
was  great-grandson  to  the  worthy  Barbara  Hamilton,  spouse  to  John 
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.Vf':iri,  m/rrchftnt  And  po«tnia«ter  in  Edinlmrghy  who,  in  the  year  1637, 
kff'ikfj  oji^rnly  in  the  charch  at  Edinbnigh  against  Archbiehop  Laud's 
utiw  Hftrvif:*:  JkK>k,  at  itis  first  reading  there,  which  stopped  their  pro- 
rt-o^Wni^ny  and  fViM.nt'inMA  their  meeting;  so  that  it  never  obtained  in  our 

(lUnn-h  to  ih'iH  rlay/' 

l(oU;rt  Mfrin  d\oA  at  Edinburgh,  on  the  25th  Jaly  1776,  aged  93.  In 
ihti  riliitiiary  notifrf.  in  the  "  Weekly  Magazine/'  vol.  zxxix.  pp.  192,224, 
nw\  To\uitiitu\  in  the  '^HcotH  Magazine,*' vol. xxxviii.  p. 395,  his great-grand- 
rnnthfT,  liARiiARA  Hamiltox,  it  is  said,  was  descended  from  the  family  of 
Ihirdiiif*,  hut  waH  better  known  in  our  history  by  the  name  of  Jirht 
UiennKfi,  though  ealled  ho  erroneously.  She  is  famous  on  acconnt  of  the 
riiothod  Hhe  tmik  to  exproBH  her  indignation  at  the  introduction  of  the 
rjiurrh  of  Kn^land  S<'.rvice  into  Scotland,  by  Bishop  Laud,  in  the  [year] 
I  fiM7 ;  tor  nhn  not  only  npoko  openly  against  it  in  the  church  on  the 
Hundtiy  whoii  it  waM  iirHt  attempted  to  be  read,  hut  boldly  threw  Tier  stool 
»t  thu  ihuni.**  TlicHo  iiotiroH  may  perhaps  explain  the  apparent  anomaly 
nl'  thn  Hliitoinrnt  tliat  JtMiny  (foddes,  upon  the  restoration  of  Charles  the 
SiMMitid,  hnrnnd  lior  H(o<d  in  the  bonfiros  at  the  Cross ;  and  it  may  there- 
fnro  ho  Nn^^(«Ht(Mi,  whothor  tho  venerable  relic  in  our  museum,  so  called, 
nuiy  nt>t  havo  uotuully  Ih'imi  Barbara  Hamilton's,  to  avoid  encountering 
whioh  it  wuH  rmtunuto  tho  Vory  Uevcrend  the  Dean  had  practised  jouk- 
Mi;/,  or  bowing:  down  hiH  houd«  as  this,  says  a  contemporary  authority, 
'*  im^vod  bin  Hiitop:uunl.*' 


IV. 

i^K?i\'un*ru^N  OK  V  r.viuN  in  the  isiaxd  of  bfte.    by  john 

M\\  KlNl.AY.  K*sv,  F.S.A,  Soot. 

'V\\\n  o*\in»  ojilKsl  '•  O^ivn  Iv*av/'  -  ;V.o  White  CAim — is  situated  in 
lb\^  %s^*<  o\ul  ot  iho  stv^uth  >\\\v.  K^t*  l  .  V  **.\:l;v.t> — :^:i^  Fie!-i  of  Hollies — in 
<W  \\^vuh  \M)d  of  r^ii^o  \\  xov.s>.s  r'  \  vrv  I  .:  <:.:.-:<  -•>."*  feet  in 
bM»>iO\.  V\\»>]ii  .ist  Av.,*,  \^v>r  t  •  *  *"  :  1'.  :\  :  ir.  *:^:Ai:h.  Near 
^<*  %M**  ou.\  >V.o*.v  *.>  .♦  '.•*'  x\.'  >/  y  V.    :   :  :n::<cz:  of  a  cross.  47 

Uvi  \"  Ww<»*i      \\  !s*'.^  •/     ^w*  «  -^  .     ■    -,      '    %:-\  y,?*:*  *iv\  the  por- 
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tion  of  the  stem  of  the  cross  (about  25  feet  in  length)  above  the  transom^ 
which  projected  beyond  the  line  of  fence  of  the  wood,  was  removed,  and 
its  materials  were  used  in  the  construction  of  the  fence ;  but  the  form 
and  extent  of  the  part  removed  was  (and  I  believe  still  is)  perfectly  dis- 
tinct, its  outline  being  defined  by  a  line  of  small  debris.  At  the  west 
end  of  the  stem  of  the  cross  there  is  a  cell,  4  feet  6  inches  long  by  2  feet 
3  inches  wide,  and  3  feet  deep,  the  top,  sides,  and  ends  of  which  are 
formed  of  flags  of  schistus.  The  country  people  believed  that  there  was 
a  series  of  such  cells  all  along  the  body  of  the  cross ;  and  in  order  to 
ascertain  this  point,  I  took  a  labourer  with  me  in  summer  1833,  and 
opened  up  the  top  of  the  mound  all  along,  at  short  intervals,  and  found 
that  the  whole  of  the  mound  was  composed  of  shapeless  lumps  of  wacken, 
schistus,  and  quartz,  about  the  size  of  a  man's  head,  and  apparently 
brought  from  the  channel  of  the  bum,  at  the  bottom  of  the  bank  on 
which  it  is  placed ;  and  I  could  find  no  trace  of  any  cells,  or  any  flags 
capable  of  making  them,  except  one  or  two  near  the  intersection  of  the 
cross,  where  it  is  said  that  a  cell  or  cells  were  found  at  the  time. the  east 
end  was  removed. 

It  may  be  inferred,  from  its  being  made  in  the  form  of  a  cross,  that 
it  was  constructed  after  the  introduction  of  Christianity,  as  a  penance 
for  some  grievous  ofience ;  and  that  the  cell  at  the  west  end,  which  the 
top  flag  only  partially  covered,  leaving  an  opening  wide  enough  to  let  a 
man  creep  in,  was  a  place  of  penance,  into  which  the  offender  might 
crouch  while  reciting  his  penitential  prayers.  At  least  this  cairn  does 
not  seem  capable  of  being  used  for  any  other  purpose. 

The  popular  belief  above  alluded  to  seems  to  have  arisen  from  cairns, 
somewhat  similar  in  gene;;al  appearance,  in  the  opposite  parish  of  Kil- 
finan,  in  Argyleshire — ^in  the  original  statistical  account  of  which  parish, 
by  the  Bev.  Mr  MTarlane,  the  cairns  are  thus  described : — "  Borra,  or 
Borradh,  is  also  a  pile  of  stones,  but  differs  from  a  cairn  in  many  respects 
— viz.,  in  external  figure,  being  always  oblong — in  internal  construction 
— and  in  its  size  and  design.  There  are  vestiges  of  two  of  them  in  this 
parish,  which,  although  they  are  mostly  now  dilapidated  for  building  6i 
houses  and  walls,  yet  so  much  remain  of  each  as  to  show  distinctly  what 
they  once  were.  The  one  of  them,  which  is  the  largest,  is  about  H  mile 
north  from  the  parish  church,  a  little  above  the  great  line  of  road,  on 
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the  top  of  an  eminence  near  a  mme.  Tliis  immyiiBc  jjile  of  stones  was, 
till  la8t8Bmnier[1704],  near  forty  yanla  long,  of  considerable  breadth,  au'i 
of  UQaziL^r  depth.  At  the  bottom,  from  the  one  end  to  the  other,  there 
were  &  number  of  small  apartments  or  cells,  end  to  end,  each  made  np  of 
five  or  eeveii  larjre  Hags.  Each  cell  was  6  fe#t  long,  4  hroad  ;  and  such 
of  them  as  remained  to  be  seen  in  our  time,  about  A  feet  high.  One 
luge  flag  made  up  each  side;  and  another,  which  was  generally  of  a 
curred  fiyure  to  throw  oH"  tlie  water,  answered  it  for  a  roof.  The  end 
sometimei  wa-i  mmle  up  of  two,  and  an  open  between  them  wide  enough 
for  a  man  to  equoezu  himself  through.  Sometimes  there  was  only  one 
flag  in  thi'  end,  and  only  half  as  high  as  the  aide  tlage,  bo  that  the  entr>' 
was  over  it ;  and  in  these  there  were  only  five  flags.  They  were  gene- 
rally built  on  an  eminence,  where  the  fall  of  the  water  was  from  thence 
on  either  side ;  and  when  that  was  not  the  case,  the  cells  were  at  some 
distance  from  the  bottom  of  the  pile  or  Borradh.  The  cells  were  not 
always  id  a  straight  line  from  end  to  end,  but  they  were  always  bo  regu- 
lar as  that  the  some  communication  pcrvadivl  the  whole."  (SinfUtirnI 
A(xowU,  vol.  xiv.,  p.  257.)  The  other  Borradh  is  stated  to  he  about  three 
miles  south  from  the  church,  and  is  described  to  have  been  much  smaller 
in  dimensions,  and  in  a  more  dilapidated  condition,  although  in  other 
respects  the  same.  Some  fanciful  and  improbable  uses  were  assigned  to 
them,  which  are  unnecessary  to  be  here  repeated.  They  were  probably 
keeping-places  for  grain,  &c.;  and  although  of  an  oblong  form,  do  not 
appear  to  have  been  in  the  form  of  a  cross,  like  Caim-baan. 


MoNDAT,  lOth  January  18S9. 
Professor  J.  Y.  SIMPSON,  V.P.,  in  the  Chair. 

His  Grace  the  Bubb  of  Hamilton  and  BnANnoK,  being  a  Peer  of  the 
Eealm,  was,  in  accordance  with  the  Laws  of  the  Society,  admitted  a 
Fellow  without  the  usual  ballot. 
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The  following  gentlemen  were  balloted  for,  and  elected  Fellows  of  the 
Society : — 

Lient.-Col.  James  A.  Robebtson. 

William  Dbummond,  Esq.,  Rockdale  Lodge,  Stirling. 

Joseph  Noel  Paton,  Esq.,  R.S.A. 

At  the  same  time, 

Dr  J.  M.  Lappenbbbo,  of  Hamburg,  and 

G.  R.  Klemkino,  Esq.,  of  the  Royal  Library  of  Stockholm, 

were  elected  Corresponding  Members. 

The  donations  included  the  following  : — 

Four  circular  Discs,  each  about  3  inches  in  diameter,  of  very  thin 
gold  plate,  almost  like  gold  leaf,  with  various  concentric  and  radiating 
markings,  stamped,  indented,  or  punched  on  them  in  relief ;  and  a  col- 
lection of  Amber  Beads  of  various  shapes,  found  in  a  cist,  in  a  Barrow, 
at  Huntiscarth,  Orkney.  (See  the  accompanying  careful  drawing,  Plate 
XXII.,  which  shows  their  character  better  than  any  description;  and 
Communication,  p.  194).  By  Jamss  Farbeb,  Esq.,  F.S.A.  Scot.  These 
gold  discs  somewhat  resemble  those  figured  by  T.  Crofton  Croker,  Esq., 
in  vol.  iii.  of  the  "  Collectanea  Antiqua,"  and  published  separately  "  On 
the  Discoveries  of  Gold  Ornaments  found  in  Ireland:"  London,  1854. 
Those  figured  by  Mr  Croker  display  apparently  a  large  cross,  which  fills 
up  the  centre  of  the  field.  In  the  gold-plates  now  described  and  figured, 
there  is  no  marking  that  could  be  supposed  to  represent  any  emblem  of 
this  kind. 

Portions  of  Human  Crania  and  other  bones,  found  in  cists  at  Lundin 
Mill,  near  Largo,  Fifeshire.  By  Mrs  Dunbas  Durham  of  Largo.  Addi- 
tional stone  cists  have  been  discovered  since  last  meeting,  in  working 
the  quarry  near  Lundin  Mill.  These  generally  are  formed  of  rude  sand- 
stone slabs,  and  measure  some  6  feet  5  inches  in  length  by  1  foot  3 
inches  in  breadth  inside.  The  cists  are  more  or  less  filled  with  sand. 
The  quarry  is  situated  on  the  edge  of  the  sandy  links  which  border  the 
seashore,  just  above  high -water  mark. 

Tabular  View  of  the  Genealogies  of  the  Families  of  Hay,  in  Scotland, 
from  1170  to  1840.     By  David  Laino,  Esq.,  F.S.A.  Scot. 

The  Origin  and  Meaning  of  the  early  Interlaced  Ornamentation  found 
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on  tbe  Sculptured  Stones  of  Scotland,  Ireland,  and  the  Isle  of  Han 
(pp.  24),  8vo,  Manchester,  1858.  By  Gilbert  J.  Fkkmob,  Esq,  of  Bolton, 
the  Author. 

A  Penni  Worth  of  Witte,  Florice  and  Blancheflour,  and  other  Pieces 
of  Ancient  Eoglieh  Poetry,  selected  from  tlie  Aucbinleck  Manuscript. 
(Edited  by  David  Laing.)     4to,  Edinburgh,  1857.     Abo, 

Memoirs  of  the  Insurrection  in  Scotland  in  1715,  by  John,  Master  of 
Sinclair.  From  the  original  Manuscript  in  the  posaesBion  of  the  Earl  of 
Rosslyn,  with  Notes  by  Sir  Waller  Scott,  Bart.  (Edited  by  Jamea  Mao- 
knight  and  David  Laiug).  4to,  Edinburgh,  1858.  By  the  Editobs^^ 
name  of  the  CocNcn,  of  thb  Abbotsfobd  Ciub, 


The  following  communications  w 


e  read:- 


1 


NOTIOE  OF  8T  GOVANE'S  HEBMITAQE,  KEAB  PEICBBOKE.   BOUTH 
WALES.     Bt  COSMO  INNES,  Esq.,  F.S.A.  Scot. 

In  the  course  of  a  week  spent  recently  in  Pembrokeshire,  beyond  Mil- 
ford  Haven,  I  enjoyed  one  day  a  pleapant  walk  along  the  sea  cliffs 
which  run  out  into  Stackpolo  Head.  It  is  a  tine  bold  coast  of  limestone 
rocks,  broken  here  and  there  into  little  bays,  or  what  we  in  Scotland 
should  call  coves.  One  of  these,  a  mere  indenture  in  the  lofty  cliff 
strewed  with  huge  blocks  of  its  debris,  is  so  steep  and  rugged  that  W6 
should  have  had  much  difficulty  in  descending  from  the  downs,  but  for  the 
assistance  of  a  long  flight  of  steps,  which  ends  half  way  down  in  a  little 
chapel  of  rude  masonry,  and  evidently  ancient,  though  patched  and 
altered  so  frequently,  and  possessing  so  few  architectural  features,  that  I 
cannot  venture  to  Gxils  era.  It  is  known  as  St  Grovan's  Chapel.  A  few 
yards  farther  down  the  ravine,  is  a  well  still  covered  with  a  roof  of  mde 
architecture,  and  which  the  natives  still  hold  in  great  respect,  and  visit 
for  the  cure  of  various  diseases.  There  is  also  a  sonorous  stone  known 
as  the  Saint's  Bell. 

But  the  curious  part  of  St  Govan's  abode  is  his  bed,  or  rather  his 
coffin,  for  it  is  a  vertical  interstice  between  two  immense  slabs  of  rock, 
into  which  a  body  of  common  size  can  be  forced  with  some  difBculty,  the 
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prisoner  still  remaining  apright.  The  rock  is  polished  by  the  number  of 
visitors  fitting  themselves  into  the  Saint's  bed  of  penance,  and  the 
natives  make  you  feel  in  the  inner  surface  the  indentures  caused  by  the 
ribs  of  the  Saint !  I  should  wish  to  call  attention  to  this  and  similar 
places  used  of  old  for  purposes  of  penance  by  hermits,  partly,  no  doubt, 
for  their  spiritual  benefit,  and  partly  perhaps  to  create  an  interest  in  the 
neighbouring  population  by  a  rather  ostentatious  asceticism.  But  the 
examples  are  chiefly  to  be  drawn  from  Ireland,  and  I  am  not  at  present 
able  to  collect  them.  I  am  not  without  hope,  however,  that  Mr  Joseph 
Bobertson  may  be  able  to  cite  some  of  the  cases  which  are  found  within 
the  territories  of  our  own  Celtic  Church.  What  I  wish  to  point  out  at 
present  is  a  circumstance  of  another  kind — a  curious  mixing  up  of 
mythical  or  romance  personages  with  holy  hermits  of  early  Christianity. 

I  do  not  think  there  can  be  any  doubt  that  the  popular  name  is  here 
the  correct  one.  The  little  chapel — the  bed  of  rock  for  penance — ^the 
Saint's  well — the  well,  sanctified  perhaps  by  being  used  for  baptism  in 
early  times,  still  sacred  in  the  estimation  of  the  people,  and  turned 
a  little  to  superstitious  uses — all  these  agree  with  numerous  examples 
in  our  country  and  in  Ireland,  and  point  to  the  place  as  the  dwelling  of 
an  early  solitary  or  hermit,  or  a  primitive  missionary,  winning  the 
admiration  of  the  rude  natives  by  self-inflicted  rigours,  instilling  the 
first  lessons  of  Christian  faith,  and  securing  his  converts  by  the  sacra* 
ment  of  baptism.  Of  such  a  personage  of  prehistoric  antiquity  we  can- 
not expect  to  know  much.  His  name  affixed  to  the  scene  of  his  labours, 
and  such  enduring  monuments  as  the  well  and  his  penance-bed,  are 
the  only  memorials  to  be  looked  for,  of  one  who  may  have  done  the  work 
of  conversion  extensively.  But  here  the  name — attached  not  only  to 
the  little  chapel,  but  to  the  marked  headland  of  the  Pembroke  coast 
which  it  adjoins — ^bears  a  resemblance  to  that  of  a  famous  personage  in 
romantic  history,  who  has  oddly  enough  robbed  the  humble  Saint  of  his 
identity. 

Sir  Grawayne,  the  most  famous  of  the  knights  of  the  Kound  Table  slain 
by  Sir  Launcelot,  was  buried  at  Kamalot,  say  one  set  of  romances,  and 
the  Laureate  after  them  ;  or  at  Dover,  as  Caxton  and  Leland  affirm ;  or 
at  "  Wybre  in  Wales,"  if  we  believe  Langtoft ;  or,  finally,  in  his  native 
country  of  Scotland,  according  to  the  book  of  the  "  Brut — ,"  for  I  need 
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not  t«ll  you  that,  according  to  the  best  nuthoritiea,  the  good  knight  a 
Gawayne  was  a  Scotaman — one  of  the  princea  of  Galloway.  But,  in  short, 
history  not  being  precise  upon  the  points,  as  it  befell  the  heroee  and  poets 
of  old,  many  countries  contended  for  the  honour  of  his  birth  and  hie  burial; 
and  the  occurrence  of  a  name  bo  similar  aa  that  of  St  Govan,  attached  to  a 
remarkable  site,  was,  I  presume,  sufficient  warrant  to  put  forward  such  a 
olaim.  In  this  instance  the  assertion  that  Sir  Gawayne  is  buried  at  St 
Govan's  chapel  is  not  modern.  William  of  Malmeabury'  tells  us  that, 
in  the  reign  of  William  the  Conqueror,  the  sepulchre  of  Gawnyne  was 
discovered  on  the  seashore  of  a  province  of  Wales  named  Boss  (no  doubt 
the  coast  of  Pembrokeshire),  14  feet  in  length,  where  it  is  reported  the 
previously  wounded  knigbt  was  shipwrecked,  and  then  slain  by  the  natives. 
Leland  rejects  the  story,  but  preserves  the  fact  that  the  remains  of  a  catth, 
called  by  Gawayne's  name,  were  still  estant  in  bis  time  near  the  shore; 
and  Sir  Frederick  Madden,'  who  adopts  Malmesbuty's  story  of  the  place, 
asserts  that  the  traditionary  voice  of  the  neighbourhood  osBigns  St  Go- 
van's  Head  as  the  burial-place  of  Arthur's  nephew,  while  he  admits  that 
the  local  historian  (Fenton)^  knows  nothing  of  the  legend.  Pace  tanti 
viri — I  have  learned  to  distrust  "the  voice  of  the  neighbourhood"  when 
speaking  of  things  better  known  than  Arthur's  nephew.  But  in  this 
case,  on  the  spot  I  could  find  no  trace  of  such  tradition,  except,  to  be 
sure,  in  the  library  of  the  owner  of  the  land,  who  was  finite  at  home  in 
it,  and  turned  up  as  his  authority  a  fine  tall  copy  of  William  of  Malmes- 
bnry.  It  has  occurred  to  all  of  us,  in  bunting  up  a  popular  tradition  to 
run  it  to  ground  at  last  in  "  the  printed  book." 

■  Script,  post  Bddam,  lib.  ii.  p.  Gl.     Lond.  1S9G,  Tol. 

'  Introductiun  to  Uiti  volume  from  which  nil  tliG3«  quotatioc 
Oawayue,  a  Coilectioo  of  Romauce  Poems,  b;  Scoltieh  and  Euglish  Autliort,"  i 
edited  by  Sii  F.  Madden  for  the  Bannatyue  Club.     I8S9.    4t[ 

'  Fenian's  Fembrakealiire,  p.  411. 
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II. 

REMARKS  ON  THE  ANCIENT  STRUCTURES  CALLED  PICTS'  HOUSES 
AND  BURGHS,  WITH  ESPECIAL  REFERENCE  TO  THE  BURGH  OF 
MOUSA  IN  SHETLAND.    By  JOHN  STUART,  Esq.,  F.S.A.  Scot. 

AmoDg  those  fragments  of  the  handiwork  of  the  early  inhabitants  of 
Scotland,  which  have  come  down  to  us,  there  are  perhaps  none  more 
calculated  to  throw  light  on  their  social  state  than  the  various  habitations 
erected  by  them,  which  are  to  be  found  in  most  parts  of  the  kingdom ; 
while  it  must  be  added  that  no  class  of  our  antiquities  are  disappearing 
so  rapidly.  There  would  be  less  cause  to  regret  the  removal  of  these 
ancient  structures  if  we  had  previously  obtained  any  authentic  plans,  with 
me£i8urements  of  them,  such  as  would  enable  us  to  compare  the  curious 
variety  of  construction  which  on  a  limited  scale  took  place.  We  are  not, 
indeed,  without  many  useful  descriptions  and  plans  of  the  buildings  in 
question,  preserved  by  Pennant  and  other  writers,  but  they  were  made 
when  the  strict  accuracy  which  is  now  required,  and  which  is  indeed 
indispensable  for  arriving  at  satisfactory  comparisons,  was  not  much 
regarded. 

Perhaps  the  first  attempt  made  by  our  rude  forefathers  to  obtain 
shelter  was  to  burrow  under  ground.  Of  the  subterraneous  houses  which 
they  constructed  there  have  been  discovered  a  very  great  number  in  all 
parts  of  the  kingdom,  although  in  the  north  they  seem  to  have  been 
most  abundant.  They  have  been  frequently  described  in  our  Transac- 
tions, and  generally  consisted  of  one  small  apartment,  with,  in  some  cases, 
one  or  or  two  smaller  ones  branching  off  from  the  main  one.  They  were 
formed  of  walls  of  stones,  converging  as  they  ascended  until  they  were 
narrow  enough  to  receive  the  long  flagstones  by  which  they  were 
covered. 

After  a  time  the  chambers  were  constructed  on  the  surface  of  the 
ground,  and  the  protection  and  shelter  of  the  former  arrangement  were 
gained  by  surrounding  the  structures  with  mounds  of  earth  or  huge 
cairns  of  stones ;  as  in  that  at  Quanterness,  near  Kirkwall,  described  by 
Barry,  in  his  History  of  Orkney,  p.  98 ;  at  Wideford  Hill,  in  the  same 
neighbourhood,  of  which  Mr  Petrie  furnished  a  minute  account  to  Dr 
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ADnals,"  p.  8^^^ 


Daniel  Wilson,  wliich  will  be  I'liuntl  in  hia  "Prehistoric  ADnals,' 

rind  ftt  Ketflebum,  in  the  county  of  Caithness,  describeJ  liy  Mr  Rhinil 

in  the  Arcbffiologioal  Journal,  vol,  x.  p.  212. 

The  apartments  thus  formed  were  generally  towards  the  centre  of  the 
cairn  or  mound,  and  were  reached  by  a  narrow  paeetige  of  varying 
length  from  the  outside  of  the  cairn.  They  were  built  on  the  same 
principle  as  the  underground  chambers, — namely,  fay  the  gradual  con- 
vergence of  the  walls  and  overlapping  of  long  slabs.  The  arrangements 
at  Eottloburn  included  a  well-built  well,  about  9  feet  deep.  It  was 
roofed  over  so  as  to  aSbrd  a  basis  for  part  of  the  wall  which  passed  over 
it,  and  was  reached  by  etepa  from  one  of  the  eight  apartments  which  yet 
remained  of  this  building,  some  parts  having  been  removed  for  building- 
purposes. 

It  has  at  times  been  doubted  whether  these  structures  could  have  been 
designed  for  the  abode  of  man  in  any  stage  of  his  progress,  as  the 
arrangements  do  not  seem  adapted  to  secure  almost  auytbiug  of  what 
are  now  regarded  as  the  mere  necessaries  of  existence.  We  rarely  find 
any  arrangement  for  giving  light  to  the  inmates  of  these  gloomy  man- 
sions; nor  should  we  expect  that  they  used  fires,  as  apertures  which 
would  i)ermit  the  escape  of  smoke  are  very  rarely  found  to  form  parts  of 
their  plan.  At  Quunternesa  and  at  Ketllebum  some  of  the  apartments 
seom  to  have  reached  a  height  of  from  9  to  11  feet,  but  generally  they 
were  about  half  of  that  height.  The  passages  by  which  the  chambers 
iii'e  reached  wore  about  2  feet  square,  and  those  leading  from  one  cham- 
ber to  another  wore  of  the  same  dimensions. 

But  the  remains  which  have  been  found  in  many  of  these  structures 
leave  no  room  to  doubt  that  tbey  were  at  one  time  the  abodes  of  man. 
At  Eettleburn,  heaps  of  ashes  were  observed  in  most  of  the  chambers, 
and  throughout  the  whole  building  there  were  plentifully  strewed  about 
bones,  shells,  and  fish  bones.  Tusks  of  the  boar  and  fragments  of  the 
homa  of  the  deer  also  occurred,  A  pair  of  bronze  tweezers,  a  bone  comb, 
bits  of  quoms,  fragments  of  pottery,  and  many  other  articles,  were  like- 
wise found,  which,  through  the  kindness  of  Mr  Bbind,  now  form  part  of 
our  Museum. 

Four  pieces  of  a  human  cranium  were  embedded  in  a  heap  of  ashes  in 
one  of  the  chambers  at  K^ltloburn,  whirli  heap  likewise  contained  several 
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tngmeatt  of  pottery  and  the  hone  comb  already  mentioned.  At  QuoDter- 
neas,  bones  were  also  found  in  the  apartments,  very  much  coDBUmed,  but 
BufficienLly  entire  to  show  tbat  thoy  comprised  the  bones  of  men,  binle,  and 
Borne  domestic  animalti.  In  one  of  the  apartments  an  entire  human  skele- 
ton in  a  prone  attitude  was  found.  It  is  added  by  Carry,'  that  no  chink 
or  hole  for  the  admission  of  air  or  light  could  be  seen  ;  that  the  cham- 
bers were  so  Bmoll  that  a  person  could  hardly  stand,  and,  in  some  cases, 
hardly  eit  upright ;  and  he  concludes  that  they  could  never  have  been 
the  abode  of  human  beinga-  I!ut  it  may  be  doubted  whether  air,  light, 
Bud  roominess  were  the  principal  requisites  in  these  early  days,  as  it  is 
certain  that  epecimens  of  human  habitations,  nearly  as  deficient  in  all 
these  requisites  as  the  Picta'  Houses,  may  yet  be  found.  M'CuUoch 
has  described  a  house  in  North  Bona,  of  which  ho  says :  "  The  very 
entrance  seemed  to  have  been  contrived  for  a  concealment  or  defence 
that  snrely  could  not  be  necessary,  as  no  enemies  were  likely  to  be 
tempted  to  assault  North  Bona ;  but  it  woe  probably  calculated  to  pre- 
vent the  access  of  the  winds,  since  it  is  also  an  Icelandic  fashion.  What 
there  was  of  wall  rose  for  a  foot  or  two  above  the  Burrounding  irregular 
surface,  and  the  stacks  of  turf  helped  to  ward  off  the  violence  of  the 
gales.  The  flat  roof  was  a  solid  mass  of  turf  and  straiv,  the  latter  hardly 
to  be  called  thatch ;  and  the  smoke,  as  usual,  issued  out  of  an  aperture 
near  the  side  of  the  Troglodyte  habitation.  Wo  could  not  perceive  the 
entrance  till  it  was  pointed  out.  This  was  an  irregular  hole,  about  4 
feet  high,  surrounded  by  turf,  and,  on  entering  it  with  some  precaution, 
we  found  a  long  tortuous  passage,  somewhat  resembling  the  gallery  of 
a  mine,  but  without  a  door,  which  conducted  us  into  the  penetralia  of 
this  cavern."* 

It  may  perhaps  be  allowed  to  conjecture  that  the  burghs  were  a  farther 
development  of  the  resources  of  the  early  inhabitants.  The  chambers, 
which  at  first  were  underground,  and  then  built  on  the  surface,  but 
covered  over  with  earth  or  stones,  were  at  last  disposed  in  the  walls  of 
round  towers  in  tiers  above  each  other.  And,  first,  I  may  remark,  that 
it  appears  to  me  a  very  notewortliy  circumstance,  that  while  the  north- 
eoat  coast  of  Scotland  has  a  class  of  monumentul  stones  with  sculptures 

'  Barry'a  Orkney  lalamU,  p.  100. 

*  Highlands  soil  Weatcm  lelce  nf  ^-ulUnil.  vol.  iii.  y.  311). 
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not  as  yet  known  in  any  otlmr  iiart  of  the  world,  so  the  mon 
|iart  of  that  tract  of  country,  and  tLe  isiands  on  the  north  and  weBl, 
etiould  be  diBtin^ished  by  the  frequent  occurrence  of  the  structurM> 
which  liave  been  called  bui'ghe,  and  which  also  eeem  almost  peculiar  to 
our  country, 

Many  round  forts  of  various  kinds  may  lie  pointed  out  in  different 
C'ountriea,  but  there  are  some  characteristio  featureo  of  the  Scottish 
burghe  which  distiuguibh  them  from  all  others  with  which  I  am  ac- 
quainted. They  may  be  eaiil  to  consist  of  two  concentric  walle,  distant 
from  each  other  about  6  feet  at  tbe  base,  converging  to  the  top,  where 
they  unite.  ''  Within  tlie  space  Iwtween  the  walla" — eays  Dr  Wilson, 
"  Annals,"  p,  421 — "  a  rude  Btuircase,  or  rather  inclined  passagB,  commu- 
Tiicates  round  the  whole,  and  a  Eeries  of  chambers  or  tiers  of  interspaces, 
formed  by  means  of  long  etones  laid  across  from  wall  to  wall,  so  ae  to 
form  flooring  and  ceiling,  are  lighted  by  square  apertures  looking  into 
the  interior  area.  In  this  way,  while  the  lower  galleries  are  roomy  and 
udmtt  of  free  passage,  the  space  narrows  so  rapidly  that  the  upper  ones 
are  too  straitened  even  to  admit  a  child." 

The  only  variety  which  occurs  in  these  structures  is,  that  in  some 
cases  there  are  separate  chambers  on  what  may  be  called  the  ground 
floor,  and  also  a  similar  arrangement  above,  as  at  Dunalishaig  and 
Achimakigh,  described  by  Cordiner,'  At  Burrowtirth  in  Sondnees,'  and 
lit  Snaburgh  in  Unst,  there  are  separate  chambers  in  the  thickness  of  the 
wall  on  the  ground  floor,  and  above  these  the  doulile  walls  with  galleries 
begin,  and  are  continued  to  the  top.  Near  the  manse  of  Houbie,  in 
Fetlar  Island,  are  two  ruined  burghs,  and  contiguous  to  one  of  them  wore 
the  foundations  of  numerous  small  houses  now  in  ruins.^  At  Monsa,  Mj 
Low  observed  similar  foundations  of  bouses  about  14  feet  long,  and  G  or 
8  broad.  They  were  placed  between  the  burgh  and  the  extreme  point 
of  the  rock' — in  this  arrangement  resembling  those  circular  foundations 
which  are  generally  found  in  or  near  the  hill  forts  in  Wales,  in  Northum- 
berland, and  in  our  own  county  in  the  White  Catertliun  near  Brechin — 

'  Antii^uitieB  and  Sccncrj  in  Scollunl,  )i]>.  T4.  118, 

»  Low^B  Tour  in  1774,  MS.,  pp.  105,  las,  roniicrlj  in  Pr  Hibbert  Wnn.'s.  nuw  iu 
ilr  D.  Lain>!'R  [xteaosaloo. 
'  HibHrl,  p.  388.  *  MS,  T-mr  p.  151, 
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where  the  position  of  the  burgh  or  fort  afforded  a  much-needed  protec- 
tion to  the  humble  dwellings  beside  them,  and — as  in  later  times,  the 
village  was  always  found  to  rise  necur  to  the  strong  keep  of  the  feudal 
baron. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  the  Grianan  of  Aileach,  in  the  county  of 
Donegal,  "  the  palace  of  the  northern  Irish  kings  from  the  earliest  age 
of  historic  tradition  down  to  the  commencement  of  the  twelfth  century,'' 
has  been  a  structure  of  the  same  character  as  the  Scottish  burghs ;  but 
an  examination  of  the  plan  of  this  great  work,  given  in  the  Ordnance 
Survey  of  Londonderry,*  leads  me  to  a  different  conclusion.  Neither  do 
I  regard  Staigue  Fort,  in  Kerry,  nor  the  great  fortress  of  Dun  ^ngus,  in 
Aran,  in  the  county  Gal  way,  as  of  the  same  character  as  our  Scottish 
burghs.  The  last  has,  however,  some  points  of  resemblance.  "  It  origi- 
nally consisted  of  four  barriers  of  uncemented  stones,  the  spaces  between 
the  barriers  or  walls  varying  between  640  and  28  feet,  defended  upon  the 
exterior  by  a  kind  of  chevaux-de-Jrize  formed  by  large  and  jagged  masses 
of  limestone  set  in  the  clefts  of  the  rock  upon  which  the  fort  stands. 
The  inner  barrier,  which  in  some  parts  is  ten  feet  in  thickness  and 
twelve  in  height,  and  which  in  its  thickness  contains  a  chamber  con- 
taining but  two  or  three  persons,  is  composed  of  three  distinct  walls 
of  irregular  masonry,  lying  close  together,  and  apparently  forming  one 
mass."' 

As  in  the  case  of  our  sculptured  stone  monuments,  so  it  was  long  the 
fashion  to  ascribe  our  burghs  to  the  Scandinavians;  but  this  theory, 
unlikely  in  itself,  has  been  entirely  repudiated  by  modem  Danish  anti- 
quaries who  have  had  the  means  of  comparing  these  structures  with 
those  of  Scandinavia,  and  of  whom  one,  not  the  least  competent  (Mr  J. 
J.  A.  Worsaae),  declares  that  "  they  have  no  resemblance  whatever  to 
the  old  fortresses  in  the  Scandinavian  north,  and  are  to  be  regarded  as 
of  Pictish  or  Celtic  origin."' 

It  has  been  already  remarked,  that  the  burghs  are  confined  to  the 
more  northerly  parts  of  Scotland  and  the  adjacent  islands.    Our  infor- 

*  Ordnance  Survey,  Ireland,  county  of  Londonderry,  p.  221. 

2  Wjikeman'rt  lIandlK>ok  of  Irish  Antiquities,  p.  46. 

3  The  Danes  and  Northmen,  p.  233. 
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matiou,  however,  ie  not  BuEBcieotlj  accarate  to  pronounce  coDcluBively 
on  this  point;  for  the  accounts  which  occur  of  mined  forte  of  a  circular 
shape  in  otliec  parts  of  the  country,  are  too  vague  to  admit  of  any  com- 
parison being  instituted.  Thus,  we  are  told,  that  in  the  parish  of  Fort- 
ingall,  in  Perthshire,  there  were  circular  forts,  of  which  the  ruins  of 
fourteen  or  fifteen  are  still  distinctly  traceahle.  The  diameter  of  the 
circles  within  walls  (which  are  generally  eight  feet  thick)  in  sometimes 
sixty  feet.  That  they  were  real  habitations  there  can  be  little  doubt ; 
for  it  is  quite  evident  that  in  some  of  them  there  were  several  halla  or 
apartments,  extending  from  the  wall,  which  served  as  a  common  gable, 
towarde  the  centre.' 

But  if  we  should  believe  that  the  burghs  are  not  to  be  found  except  in 
the  localities  to  which  they  are  generally  supposed  to  be  confined,  there 
must  have  been  something  peculiar  iii  the  circumstances  of  the  inhabi- 
tants to  have  given  rise  to  these  peculiar  erections ;  and  if  we  recollect 
the  incessant  and  sudden  attacks  to  which  they  were  for  long  exposed  by 
the  Norse  rovers,  we  may  conceive  that  the  burghs  were  found  suitable 
places  of  refuge  for  the  people  and  their  cattle,  while  their  enemies  were 
threatening  an  invasion ;  for,  as  Dr  Wilson  has  observed  ("  Annals," 
p,  429),  it  was  improbable  that  the  Northmen  would  abandon  their  ves- 
sels and  lay  siege  to  the  burghs,  which  were  very  numerous,  and  not 
likely  to  yield  to  the  sudden  dash  with  which  these  hanly  rovers  so 
frequently  carried  everything  before  them,  if  the  inhabitant»  hod  once 
been  able  lo  make  good  their  retreat  within  their  lofty  walls.  Accord- 
ingly, the  burghs  appear  to  have  been  mere  places  of  refuge,  with  no 
external  opening  or  other  arrangement  for  enabling  their  occupants  to 
act  on  the  offensive. 

We  are  not  without  historical  evidence  of  the  occupation  of  Mousa. 
Tn  the  fourteenth  century,  Margaret,  the  mother  of  Earl  Sarold,  having 
listeued  to  the  addrci-scs  of  Earl  Erland,  contrary  to  the  wishes  of  her 
son,  the  lovers  fied  to  the  burgh  of  Mousa,  which  they  garrisoned  and 
provisioned.  It  wa»  then  besieged  by  Harold ;  but  it  would  appear  from 
the  notice  of  the  event  in  Torfoius  ("  Berum  Oread.  Hist,"  p.  131),  that 
his  principal  hope  of  snccesB  was  from  cutting  off  supplies,  and  starving 

'  Nuw  Btat.  Awounl.  Pi-rtbahirs,  p.  650, 
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the  garriBon.  His  other  affairs  would  not  permit  of  the  time  requisite 
for  this,  and  a  reconciliation  took  place  between  the  parties.  It  afforded 
similar  shelter  to  a  loving  couple  in  the  tenth  century,  when  Bjom 
Brynjulfson,  a  distinguished  Norwegian  king  and  merchant,  having 
carried  off  Thora  Boaldsdatter,  and  finding  that  her  father  would  not 
permit  him  to  marry  her,  he  sailed  westward,  and  at  last  landing  on 
Mousa, '  took  up  their  temporary  abode  in  the  burgh.  Here  he  cele- 
brated his  marriage,  and  remained  over  the  winter;  but  finding  that 
King  Harold  had  designs  against  him,  he  again  put  to  sea,  and  landed 
in  Iceland.*  It  would  appear  from  these  events  that  Mousa  was  only 
occasionally  occupied,  as  it  was  open  to  receive  these  roving  lovers 
whenever  their  fortunes  drove  them  to  require  a  retreat.  This  would 
seem  to  support  the  opinion  that  the  burghs  were  principally  used  as 
places  of  refuge  from  the  storm  of  Scandinavian  invasions,  and  that, 
after  the  Norwegian  settlement  in  the  country,  they  were  not  required 
for  their  original  purpose. 

I  have  said  that  these  ancient  memorials  are  rapidly  disappearing 
before  the  advancing  agricultural  improvements,  and  other  less  justifiable 
causes,  which  are  everywhere  occurring.  The  burgh  of  Cullswick  is 
described  by  Hibbert,  in  1822,  as  only  rising  a  few  feet  above  ground ; 
while,  within  the  memory  of  man,  it  was  above  twenty-three  feet  in 
height ;  but  since  that  time  the  demands  of  improvement  have  become 
much  more  rapid  and  inexorable. 

When  all  these  circumstances  are  considered,  it  will  be  regarded  as  a 
matter  for  congratulation  that  one  of  the  most  perfect  specimens  of  the 
burghs  is  yet  standing  on  the  island  of  Mousa,  one  of  the  Shetland 
group.  I  am  sorry  to  add  that  its  present  condition  is  fcur  from  satis- 
factory, while,  fortunately,  it  is  not  irremediable. 

It  will  be  in  the  recollection  of  members  that,  at  the  April  meeting  of 
last  Session,  a  letter  from  Sir  Henry  Dryden  to  the  Secretary  was  read, 
in  which  he  called  attention  to  the  decayed  state  of  the  tower,  and 
added,  that  while  a  small  outlay  at  present  might  preserve  the  fabric,  it 
would,  if  neglected,  probably  become  a  mere  ruin.  In  consequence  of 
this  letter,  and  an  opinion  expressed  by  Sir  Henry,  that  a  moderate  sum 

1  Worsaae,  p.  23(3. 
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wxiM  b^  dutfi<'i<^t]t  to  uurry  out  the  proposed  repain,  m>iiw  at  the  Hob- 
buri  vjTf^  10  did  ID  the  undertaking,  uid  with  what  bad  beea  mbacnbcd 
^■v  Sir  Henn*.  nml  Mr  Bruce,  the  proprietor  of  Housa,  the  aom  reqaind 
™  n,.,k.  nji. 

The  Sti>'ret.-iry  then  commnnicated  vith  Mr  Brace  oo  the  subject,  and 
foiin<l  thtt  ^entU'm.tn  r«aJy  to  [>ermit  the  opeiatioiu  to  be  earned  os,  m 
W4[l  M  I.I  gut>«<-ribe  towuJs  the  work.  It  n«.  hove^vr.  jadged  to  be 
pm<li}nt  t->  !i>'t  the  report  of  a  prji'tii'ol  mason  before  commenciiig  tfpt- 
rttiund  -.  an-l  Mr  Ktirour  of  Balfour  and  Trenaby.  a£  the  Kqueet  of  Hr 
L*in^. 'ie«f>ittoheil  UrJame^  Barron,  who  hu had  eoiuiderableexpeiieiiM 
in  ll.e  v:Lit<e>'tTir!il  restoralicn  of  the  Oalhednkl  of  St  Magn^  toinapMt 
i'.<!  r^t^r::  '  it  the  «tate  of  M'Xisii.  and  the  extent  of  the  opentiow 
H'^'-'iMi'irT  t'r  it^  Atfety.  Acoorlin^lj.  in  the  anntmn  of  Um  T«ar.  Mi 
?>i.*r'  Vi.  ifv;  ri.e  Hct.'e^^iU'T  in${^H.'t:on.  in  a  letter  to  Mr  Bikiioor.  dated 
:■  ',1  A':ri>:  [Art.  reported  ihic  "  he  h*i  found  the  Tow^r  in  a  mj 
•.•■<:i-  -;  -riT^,  F:  'Ci  its  l-e:=5  hc:i;  •:ThvUi  mocur  of  anj  hind,  pani 
"'  -J**  cii.y.-.'.z  IK  b'zlsi-^^  ^z:  :::  j--V:ri:  r.ir^  *K'a  '.:■  at*  extent  of 


!:><■.-!  "wr  «  tie 
-.  iii  za.'zcs  f.* 
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[Mr  Stuart's  paper  was  illustrated  by  drawings  made  by  Sir  Henry 
Dryden,  Bart.,  in  1852,  now  in  the  collection  of  the  Society  (see  Plate 
XXIII.);  and  Professor  Simpson  exhibited  sketches  of  the  burghs  in 
Glenelg,  and  stereoscopic  views  of  the  great  fort  of  Dun  Angus,  on  the 
coast  of  Galway,  in  Ireland.] 

III. 

NOTICE  OF  A  BARROW  AT  HUNTISCARTH  IN  THE  PARISH  OF 
HARRAY,  ORKNEY,  RECENTLY  OPENED.  By  GEORGE  PETRIE, 
Esq.,  Coe.  Mem.  F.SJ^.  Scot.  COMMUNICATED  BY  JAMES  FARRER, 
Esq.,  F.S.A.  Scot. 

A  large  barrow,  about  30  feet  diameter  at  the  base,  and  11  or  12  feet  in 
height,  was  opened  last  winter  at  Huntiscarth  in  the  parish  of  Harray, 
Orkney,  by  the  proprietor  of  the  farm.  When  he  had  dug  about  2  feet 
down  through  the  top  of  the  barrow,  he  found  two  stones  standing  up- 
right about  18  or  20  inches  apart.  On  continuing  the  excavation  along 
the  stones  for  from  2  to  3  feet  more  in  depth,  he  came  to  a  large  flag 
lying  between  the  stones,  and  on  clearing  away  the  clay  from  the  top  of. 
the  stone  and  raising  it,  it  was  found  to  be  the  lid  of  a  kist  or  grave  about 
2^  feet  long,  formed  in  the  usual  way,  by  stones  set  on  edge  and  a  flag 
for  the  bottom,  the  top  being  the  flag  first  mentioned.  The  two  upright 
stones  were  set  one  on  each  side  of  the  grave,  at  right  angles  to  the  flags 
forming  its  sides.  A  quantity  of  clay  fell  into  the  grave  before  the 
covering  flag  was  lifted,  as  the  flag  was  broken.  A  quantity  of  fragments 
of  bones  lay  in  the  grave,  and  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  finder  that  they 
had  been  burnt.  At  one  angle  of  the  grave  or  kist  there  was  a  piece 
of  flat  stone,  on  which  lay  the  four  gold  disks  or  ornaments  and  the 
beads  and  angularly-shaped  pieces  of  amber.  It  is  probable  that  a  num- 
ber of  beads  have  been  lost  among  the  debris  which  got  into  the  grave. 

[The  various  articles  above  specified,  as  stated  at  p.  183,  were  pre- 
sented to  the  Society  at  this  meeting ;  and  careful  drawings  of  these  in- 
teresting relics  are  also  given  here  (Plato  XXII.)] 
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IV. 

CONTRACT  BETWEEN  THE  CITY  OF  EDINBURGH  AND  JOHN  MSIKLK, 
FOR  A  CHIME  OF  MUSICAL  BELLS,  1608.  FROM  THE  ORIGINAL 
PRESERVED  IN  THE  ARCHIVES  OF  THE  CITY  OF  EDINBUBGH. 
COMMUNICATED  BY  DAVID  LAING,  Ewj.,  F.^A.  Soot. 

In  collecting  materials  to  illustrate  the  history  of  St 'Giles'  ChunA, 
Edinburgh,  I  met  with  a  somewhat  curious  document,  being  a  coDtraot 
for  supplying  a  chime  of  Bells  in  the  year  1698.    But  the  Church  had 
previously  been  supplied  with  various  other  Bells.     In  the  Council 
Records,  20th  July  1554,  there  is  an  Act  *'  anent  the  Bellis,"  by  which  it 
is  declared  that  Sir  Henry  Loch  the  Sacristane,  was  not  only  **  to  find 
stringis  to  all  the  Bellis  inwith  the  stepill,  but  siclik  to  watter  and  soup 
the  Queir  once  every  oulk  (week) ;  and  further,  that  in  all  tymee  cuming 
the  grete  Bellis  be  nocht  roung  fra  ten  houris  at  evin  quhiU  fyve  boon 
in  the  momyng."    At  a  later  period  (8th  May  1560)  the  Council  under- 
standing that  the  Eirk  might  be  ^*  servit  with  three  Bells,  one  rung  to 
the  prayeris,  ane  uther  for  serving  of  the  knok  [clock],  and  the  third  to 
be  the  common  bell,"  the  Dean  of  Guild  was  ordained  "  to  tak  doun  the 
Marie  Bell,"  and  to  keep  the  same  till  he  received  further  instructions. 
Accordingly,  on  the  26th  of  the  same  month,  the  Council  resolved  that 
the  said  Bell  and  the  brazen  pillars  within  the  church  be  converted  into 
artillery,  and  sent  for  that  purpose  to  Flanders,  if  this  could  not  **  be 
gudlie  done  in  this  country."^    We  however  find  that  these  braien 
pillars,  amounting  to  218  stone  weight,  were  sold  by  warrant  of  the 
Council  for  18s.  (Scots)  per  stone ;  and  as  no  further  notice  is  taken  of 
the  Mary  Bell,  it  had  been  allowed  to  remain,  and  it  evidently  was  thb 
Great  Bell  of  St  Giles,  which  is  described  as  curiously  ornamented 
with  figures  of  the  Virgin  and  Child,  and  having  a  Latin  inaoriptioii, 
dated  in  the  year  1460.    This  Bell,  in  consequence  of  having  soffend 
damage,  was  taken  down  in  1774,  and  I  fear  it  was  then  deatrogped  te 
the  sake  of  the  metal.' 

^  See  the  Bannatyne  Club  volume,  '*  Charters  of  the  Ghnroh  of  ^ 
burgh,"  pp.  xlyi.  xlix.    Edinb.  1859.     4to. 
*  Ibid.  pp.  zix.  cix. 


?  for  tlie  Ghimea,  with  one  remnrk.  The  i 
designed  to  gratify  the  citizens  of  Edinhurgh  between  the  houn  of  one 
and  two,  or  their  dinner  hour,  when  it  was  customary  to  have  the  shops 
closed  and  all  business  suspended.  But  times  have  changed,  and  the 
bells  also.  Being  myself  daily  within  thnir  sound,  I  could  wish  that 
these  bells,  whether  performing  [wpular  airs  or  ringing  peals  on  occasion 
of  public  rejoicings,  were  not  quite  bo  doleful. — The  date  of  the  con- 
tract is  1C9S,  but  previously,  in  1C81,  when  it  waa  proposed  to  divert 
to  other  purposes  the  amount  of  Moodie's  bequest  for  building  a  new 
church  in  Edinbnrgh,  upon  the  ground  that  the  town  had  no  use  for 
another  church,  it  was  stated  ;  "  The  Towne  offers  to  buy  with  it  a  pele 
[peal]  of  bells  to  hang  in  St  Geills'  steeple,  to  ring  musically,  and  warne 
us  to  the  church,"  and  also  to  build  a  new  Tolbooth,  &c."'  But  these 
and  other  proposals  were  not  sanctioned,  as  it  came  "  near  to  sacrilege 
to  invert  a  pious  donation."  The  Scottish  Parliament,  on  the  15th  of 
June  168G,  passed  an  "  Act  in  favoura  of  John  Meikle  founder,"  grant- 
ing him  for  19  years  the  privileges  of  a  manufactory  "  for  casting  Bells, 
Cannons,  and  other  such  useful  iuEtruments."  From  the  list  of  dona- 
tions, xvpra,  p.  159,  it  will  be  seen  that  a  hand-bell,  with  Meikle's  initials, 
and  the  date  1696,  has  been  presented  to  the  Society.  The  Contract  is 
as  follows : — 


"  At  EoiNBCBaH  the  Eighteenth  day  of  March  J"  vj''  and  Nynty  eight 
years,  It  is  agreed,  contracted,  and  finally  ended,  betwixt  the  pairties 
following.  To  witt  S'.  Archibald  Mure  of  Thorutoune  Lon!  Provost  of 
Edinburgh,  William  Menzeis,  Archibald  Kule,  George  Mitchell  and 
James  Naime  Baillies  thereof,  Patrick  Halybnrtoun  Dean  of  Guild,  and 
Samuel  MKJiellan  Thesaurer  of  the  same.  Together  with  the  remanent 
Council  and  deacons  of  Crafts,  ordinar  and  extraordinar  of  the  said  burgh 
for  themselves,  and  as  representing  the  whole  body  and  community 
thereof  On  the  one  pairt  And  John  Meikle  founder  burges  of  Edinburgh 
On  the  other  pairt.  In  manner  following.  That  is  to  say,  fforasmuche  as 
the  said  Lord  Provost,  Baillies  and  Council,  haveing  (conforme  to  their 
act  of  the  date  the  Eighteenth  day  of  February  last)  approved  of  a  Re- 

t  PoQndiinhali's  HiBtnrical  Notices,  vol.  j.  p.  324 ;  src  also  vol.  ii,  pp.  6S6,  867, 
rog&rJtDg  the  niiprupriatioa  of  this  bcqucat  for  erecting  tbe  Canougats  Cliorch. 
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[lort  of  ftne  CommittBe  of  their  number  niient  une  aggreement  nml  com  - 
niuniDg  betwixt  the  Committee  and  tlie  s*  Johu  MeikJe  for  makeing  a 
good  and  sufficient  Cheme  or  Sett  of  Muyicall  Belle  esaotly  tuned  con- 
forme  to  the  Rnleii  of  Mueick  to  be  placed  ami  fixed  occordiDg  to  Artf 
upon  the  high  Chureh  St«eple  of  St.  Jeills  for  the  Jecorment  of  the  City 
after  the  fashion  &nd  manner  of  other  Cities  abroad,  which  the  b^  John 
Meikle  did  undertake  to  performe  in  manner  mentioned  in  the  e**  Report, 
Therfore  the  b''  John  Meikle  hereby  binds  and  obliges  him  hie  aires 
cse'rs  and  EUCceBBorH  whatsomever  to  make  a  good  and  sufficient  Cheme 
or  Sett  of  Mnsicall  Bella  according  to  the  Rules  of  Mustek  for  the  use  of 
the  good  toun  of  Ed'  consisting  of  flfifteen  in  number  and  to  be  of  differ- 
ent Notes  of  Musick  riseing  or  falling  gradually  according  to  the  Scheme 
or  Scale  condescended  on  by  the  s"  Committee  and  the  s**  John,  and  aub- 
scrybed  be  the  Lord  Provost  and  Magistrats  and  the  e''  John  Meikle,  So 
that  the  smalleet  or  uppermost  bell  of  the  highest  Note  be  C — boI-— fa 
and  about  Six  pound  weight,  and  all  the  rest  of  the  same  mettnll  to  de- 
scend gradually  conforme  to  the  said  Scheme  till  they  come  to  the  lowest 
or  largest  Bell,  And  to  be  made  of  good  weell  mixed  mettall  lit  for  the 
purpose  and  exactly  tuned  oanforme  to  the  a"  Scheme,  vhich  tuning  is  to 
be  determined  or  judged  by  Thomas  Pringle  wryter  to  the  Signet  V' 
Greorgo  Barclay  minister  of  the  Gospell,  Henry  Crumbain  and  Francix 
Toward  Mastera  of  Musick,  after  the  BeUs  are  finished,  And  binds  A- 
oblidges  him  and  his  Tors'' to  put  the  present  Magistrats  iiamee  and  yea* 
of  God  on  the  largest  Bell,  All  which  the  ^  John  Meikle  binds  and  ob- 
lidges  him  and  his  fors*  to  doe  and  performe  betwixt  and  the  first  day  of 
July  next,  And  that  under  the  penalty  of  Ane  Hundred  pounds  starling 
money.  For  the  which  causes  the  s*  Lord  Provost,  BaiUieg  and  Council 
hind  and  oblidge  them  and  their  Successors  Bucceediiig  to  them  in  theii 
re~xtve  officea  and  places  to  content  and  pay  to  the  e''  John  Meikle  the 
sume  of  Seventy  two  SliiUinga  Scota  for  each  pound  weight  of  the 
a''  Bells  made  in  manner  fors''  And  that  immediately  after  the  finishing 
thereof,  Declaring  allwayes  Lykeas  it  ia  hereby  expressly  declared  with 
consent  of  both  pairties,  that  in  case  the  s''  Bells  be  not  exactly  made 
&  tuned  in  manner  Tors')  then  the  »^  Lord  Provost  Bnilliee  and  Council 
are  and  shall  in  no  manner  of  way  [be]  oblidged  to  pay  any  money  for 
the  same,  And  for  the  more  security  both  pairLies  are  content  and  con- 
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sent  to  the  registration  hereof  in  the  Books  of  Council  and  Session  or 
any  others  competent.  That  Letters  of  homing  and  all  oy^*  needfall  on 
six  dayes  may  pass  hereon,  And  for  that  effect  constituts, 

Their  proV  <fec.  In  witnes  whereof  (written  be 
Alexander  Sympson  wryter  in  Edin')  both  pairties  have  subscrybed  thir 
presents  with  their  hands,  place,  day,  moneth  and  year  of  Grod  above 
written  Before  thir  witneses,  James  Nasmyth  clerk  deput  of  Edin"^  and 
Bicbard  Strachan  wryter  in  Edinr. 

Ita  est  ^neas  M^^Leod  clericns 


Ar"*  Murb  Prov^, 
W*  Menzies  BaUlie. 
Abp  Bulk  Baillie. 
Geo  :  Mitohsll  Baillie. 
Jaices  Nairne  Baillie, 
Pattriok  Halyburttoun. 

Deinagill  [Dean  of  Ouild,"] 
Sa  :  M^CLELLAN  Thes^, 
John  Meiksll. 


Communitatis  Burgi  de  Ed' 
Not:  Pub:  au'te  regali in  pre- 
missis  requisitos  ac  de  spe^ali 
mandate  dicti  Propositi  Bali- 
vorum  Consulum  et  Decan-  1698 

norum  artium  dicti  Burgi 
Testan~  hoc  meo  signo  et 
Subscriptione  manuali. 

M,  Macleod. 

J.  Nasmtth  witnes, 
BioH.  Strachan  witnes. 
Indorsed 

Contract  and  aggreement  betwixt 
The  good  tonn  of  Ed'  And 
John  Meikle  Cheime  of  bells  1 698./ 

For  the  use  of  the  above  Contract  I  am  indebted  to  James  Laurie,  Esq., 
one  of  the  City  Clerks ;  and  in  like  manner  the  following  illustrative 
documents,  preserved  among  the  old  vouchers  of  the  Treasurer's  Accounts, 
were  kindly  communicated  by  Bobert  Adam,  Esq.,  City  Accountant,  a 
Fellow  of  the  Society : — 

Act  of  Council  in  favours  of  John  Meikle,  1699. 

Edinburgh  the  first  of  September  j^  vj^  nynty-nyne  years. 
The  which  day,  the  Lord  Provost  Ballives  Council  and  Deacons  of 
Crafts  ordinal  and  extraordinar  being  conveend  in  Council    The  Com- 
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minee  apf^r-ini^  I  to  ci^nsuier  the  petiti>ne  giT^D  in  he  JoBV  Ubiklb 
Founder  aLeni  the  CLrjme  o:  M:;*:^^!!  Bells  Eep>ned. that  they  haTing 
he*rd  him  fuUv  tbrrtir.-:-:  iii  £Li  tk*t  ovei  Jb  abore  his  Contnct 
vi:h  the  <>»i  T. -:::..  hr  :i  1  fr. r:ii>h  six  either  Mssoall  Bells, and hftTing 
taken  a^lryoe  •:-:*  ibc  ^  ^5:  :L.::>:-rIar.>  in  the  Tonn  anent  the  said  Cheyme 
of  Belbw  Tr.cT  -iev'  irr-I  ::.s:  tLev  wen*  extm^^idinarT  well  done,  and  that 

«  ■  • 

the  XoMli:v.  i^ntrr.  an  :  :::.•,-  wbr-Ie  niiihiboors  of  the  Good  Toim  weie 
well  plrAakri  A!  i  s.irl^fr-:  :"l- rvw-lTk  and  the  Comminee  having  oon- 
sideivrl  th.%:  The  ^.^i :  JoL:.  Meikle  W4<  nrallj  a  «>c>nsidenble  loser  by  his 
Contiaot  wi:h  ihc  T-.-ri.  i:..l  ibat  be b^  t^hfa  at  ^r^at  expences in  goeing 
abn>ad  to  take  advrc^  isr.  i  luy  the  metal],  aiid  ki$  fnei)aent  casting  of 
seTerall  of  the  s.i:i  IV. 1>  :hr]r  c-r  four  timr*  Wfor  they  could  be  bionght 
to  their  trae  nne  Were  Tiervfor  c-f  opinion  in  cx^nsideratione  of  his  great 
trc«nble,  cbir^s  s:..!  rx:y::.--Y->^  ir.J  the  making  of  the  said  six  other 
mnsioall  Bells  l.-:*t  v>:n:^Li  ir.  Li>  Cvnrraot.  and  nf^c^n  his  making  other 
two  biir  Bells.  F  ^V  G  S^irp  be  *h,";:li  hare  the  s'amm  of  One  Thousand 
pC'unds  So"i>  in  SA::<:'i::;  it  vf  vhi:  he  can  &5k  or  drmuid  of  the  Good 
Tonn,  A>  :he  E-.  r»: ::  r.:.  i-.r  :':>:  hir.  :>  ::  ".hr  G:  r--'.iw/-e  Wars,  which  being 
c*"»n>:dereii  1-c-  :r.t  0:v.r..:l.  :hrv  i:  rr.Tt.l  :ht:>e'  f  alI  ar»'»ints  the  said 
%Tohn  Mrik'.e  ::  r-^k?  :hv  :'.  ri>s::  i-a     Ixl:?'  F  ir.i  G  *  to  be  tuned  at 
the  siirbi  Ar. :  Iv  ihi-  a;vt.--o  :f  :ir  r-cr?- r.-:*  .vLrAind  ^nained  in  the 
former  C\r.:rj::.  .^r. '.  :.:•.■::::>  :':.i  ;  r-.-svL:  TiT".:.  The5*iTi:>rr  to  par  to  him 
the  one-hAlf  .:"  ::.v  ::>»:;  >::r.-.r.;  ^f  A:.i  ::..  v-swkn.i  joTind  Scot*  pros^-nily 
and  nyon  ibv  f.:.:?":.::.^  n-i  .;•.  :"ver:r.j    •:"  :he  sa:.i  two  v^iber  BelK  ap- 
pC'ints  the  >a:.l  T5.ts.*i-.:rt  r  :    \>\\  ::.t  .  :ht  r  h*':.  in  sarl>f*otiv*n  of  all  that 
he  can  a^k    -r  cr.*vf  .  t"  t:.,-  i^v».i  T  .:?.  "'.vt:  :hAT  *Avunt  or  anv  other 
manner  of  way     Wb«:rt4:.c-n4  vJ.z  i  rt5<^:i:«^  w-lib  Li>  dischai^  shall  l»e  a 
warrant. 

EiT'-srioi  J  A. 


PrcLAfcATii'M  Mr  I^akclat  am»  Mr  T;vak:  avevt  the  two  Bells 

F  am^  vV  *      1"  '  . 

WxE.  Mr  G:-  r^  R:^r: -.iv  M::.:>7-.  r  s'  '.  ?r  -.  >  7  -  ..: :  >!  :fi.k  M,v-i»  r 
doe  hereVy  ;e>;;f.f  h^i.i  iij\  ".An  ::  :':.:  1'.  .  -  ',:.:>/.  :  Kl'  T:.^t  the 
iw.:»  Beiis'  F  ir-.i  G  <h«:y  w":.:.h  ,V  ;•..  >'.:  .>/.-.  f  ,:  . '.  :  ■jr.vj-  Ariv^inieJ  by 
Ai-i  t'f  CoTinsiii]  U'  n:nj.>:;  atv  »•«:   ;  .::  ^  .        -;-  -.  J  :  .r:  isbc'd  bv  him. 
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and  are  weel  tunn'd  bells  and  have  been  hinging  and  play'd  upon  in  the 
high  steeple  of  this  Burgh  these  thrie  months  bygane  As  witnee  these 
presents  subscribed  with  our  hands  Att  Edinburgh  the  twenty-fourth 
day  of  July  1700  years 

Geo.  Babclat. 

Francis  Toward. 

On  the  back  of  the  above  Act  of  Counsell  there  are  two  receipts  by 
Meikle,  or  as  he  writes  it,  Meikell,  acknowledging  his  having  re- 
ceived from  George  Lawson  present  Toun  Thesaurer  the  sum  of  £500 
Scots,  27th  November  1699;  and  of  other  £500  in  full  and  compleat 
payment,  &c.  5th  July  1700 ;  each  of  them  are  signed 

John  Meikbll. 

In  the  Treasurer's  Accounts,  1698-1700,  these  sums  are  thus  entered : 

*•  To  John  Meikle  in  compleat  payment  of  the  Musick  Bells,  per  Ac*- 
and  discharge  .....        £1000  (Scots)." 


Wednbsday,  16^A  February  1859. 
EGBERT  CHAMBERS,  Esq.,  in  the  Chair. 

The  following  Gentlemen  were  balloted  for  and  elected  Fellows  of  the 
Society : — 

Fountain E  Walker,  of  Foyers,  Esq. 
Alexander  Thomson,  of  Bancliory,  Esq. 
Geo.  Auldjo  Jahieson,  Esq. 

The  Donations  to  the  Museum  and  Library  included  the  following  :— 

The  Pistols  of  the  Poet  Robert  Burns.  By  the  Right  Rev.  Bisuop 
GtLLis.  These  weapons  are  a  pair  of  double-barrelled,  smooth-bored 
pistols,  10  inches  in  length,  the  barrels  being  lOJ  inches  long,  with  flint 
locks,  and  the  name  Blair  engraved  on  the  lock -plate ;  and  London  in 
sight  or  centre  groove  between  barrels ;  the  letters  D  B  and  double  proof 


WJ^  yii//^,fjan%^  ow  tbz  9m;i£TT  or 

»»'v///j>  »/•.../  M-;^**/«-J  vrj  «?v,L  Uff*-!.  TL*  PifMilf  are  Wl  ftocfad,  of 
v^ivJ^v'  «'/'/':,  «.'.'.  '.hnjsAfjt^i  l/QtUs.  riiaII  fiirer  oame-plalef  and  hate 
;;viii/^'/'yi  $^th$*y*.*      f'i^A'*-.  x\iH  ooKQXuaciicirfiaa  req^ectiog  tiiia  donatioiiy 

i'tft'/tf**  hi  t\,t  ii»if  iti'itrly  UhIT)  of  a  course  Claj  Urn,  ooDtainuig  in  the 
*  1'4 '/  f"  m1'  I'  '^t  lint  II ;  /i  in'rlM'n  lii^h  mid  about  4  in  diameter,  ornamented 
v^idi  ieiHi(f/lii  hiK-R  iniuUt  \ty  iwlnUitl  c^>rd,  alternating  with  rows  of  small 
fhil^N,  11  v,nn  innw\  iiL  AnK/^tliy,  on  tin;  Estate  of  Glenqnoich,  Inver- 
iiMiii  nhiii!  H'Hiiit  l'i<T(!<tM  of  (/liMrr;^ml  dug  up  in  a  Stone  Circle  near 
liiilliMiinlt,  III  iImi  fiiiwi'N.  Jty  Higlit  Uon.  Edward  Ellicb,  Esq.,  M.P. 
Ml   i^Ui.nm  tirriiiii|intii(ul   llin  doiiution  with  the  following  descriptive 

ill  I  tilHit 

"  'riin  viihii  III  mil  wiiH  iliNnivonMl  in  18/>G,  in  the  course  of  deep  trench- 
IMH  MMiiin  liiw  liiiiil  lit.  AiiliM'liy,  (in  the  estate  of  Glenquoich,  about  six 
iiiilt-M  mill  htiiii  liivotxurrv,  (HI  tho  roail  to  Loch  Houm  Head.  The 
^^HiKiMiMi  fiiiiiu  u|M>h  u  Hut  Htoiu^  nlnmt  18  inches  below  the  surface, 
\\U{\'\\  s\t(n  luuMtl  to  ho  tl(o  vMWv  ot*  a  Htono  n'coptacle  (or  cist),  about  3^ 
l\\-l  loi^^  1>N  -i  lo('t  \Mtlo  Thin  1  ('00  pt  nolo  was  formed  of  single  flat  slabs 
i>l  .il^'iio  l«\»IU»m,  \\y\\  huloN,  and  oiuls — tho  jar  was  then  perfect,  and 
ciU^'d  \>|>\>M  U(  ilio  luiddlo  \>t'  (tus  plaoo.  It  had  svuuo  black  greasy-look- 
(lu't  do|»\»'H  M»-«(iK*  i\W^\\{  au  inoh  \\\  dopth,  and  tho  lK»ttom  of  the  recep- 
\m\\'  »»'  \\'\^  \\'\\\\\\  V\  slojwxu  ot*  tlio  sauio  oolour  and  description, 
\\\\\\^^  s\\\\^  \\\\\  i\xM(k  il»o  >(ui\»itivxliMi;  svnl.  This  is  tho  description  given 
iux»  t»\  vUs*  \svMK>»»\'n  TNoN  \'«u»iu\l  i^v'  JAr,  jiud  w^isheil  it,  breaking 
N»uv*  .kxt**  x'it  »u  \r  o  v'iv'*'.  nV*  .  iSx'ii  kU-a  bv^ivij  thAC  i:  contained  burnt 
ilx  /i  vu  *.'  ku  .       l-o  '\\v"..ts*o  >fc,w  Uviva  Uj*  jL:id  ^'lou^ht-d  in  long  be- 

U'lN      \    'i.    *    v'      '      t*i»*   ,':•.%  s'W    \ 

Ifi.    ,  *• ;  X  .v*i  w*.  .  i\\  •   '»\  vi\s^»>.  /ii:  oi"  A  srri  ill  sroce  Erepldioe  or 
k'   k-   k-    *».'    -  .*     *  *  vx''>     •;     'v'  x.-.s'vx*:  /»e  Irn-jiic-il  oirvie  near 

\i  ♦   *  .  *      X* \  \        V   ■  .        «» V  *^  v  '      >..     ■   *»    ^ .*' '    i.-.' ci"   jtT?n 

\  ■    •  V     ,  ■   \i.      »      ..  .  ^  •.       V    .  .    s        ^  •;■•■    -::■.  sci  -^Fi^ 

'  •      1,^  "•  ■  ^  >-     >v «.    w:      s.icr  circle  of 
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smaller  stones,  the  whole  of  the  floor  inside  the  outer  circle  being  cause- 
wayed, and  there  being  four  other  altars  or  fireplaces  similar  to  the  one 
from  which  I  took  the  charcoal.  The  bottoms  of  these  altars  were  paved 
with  smooth  round  seashore  pebbles,  which  must  have  been  brought  a 
distance  of  more  than  20  miles,  the  nearest  place  where  such  stones  can 
be  found.  Several  of  the  stones  of  the  outer  circle  were  lying  prostrate 
upon  the  paved  floor.  These  must  have  fallen  before  the  moss  began  to 
grow.    (See  page  212,  and  Plate  XXV.) 

'^  This  circle  is  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile  distant  from  the  great 
cross  of  stones  at  Callemish,  described  in  Pennant,  [figured  and  de- 
scribed in  Vol.  III.  of  Proceedings  of  Soc.  Ant.  Scot.,  page  380,  and 
Vol.  IV.  page  110].  There  was  more  charcoal  in  these  stones,  but  I  only 
brought  away  this  piece  as  a  curiosity.  Some  bones  had  been  found  in 
another  altar  of  the  same  description  at  the  great  cross,  but  I  did  not  see 
them.  They  had  been  sent  away  to  Stornoway,  and  the  workmen  could 
not  form  any  idea  as  to  what  they  had  belonged  to.** 

A  Six-sided  Pot  Quern,  with  centre  iron  pivot,  and  ring,  and  three 
depressions  on  upper  stone ;  16  inches  in  diameter  by  10^  inches  deep 
outside,  found  in  the  removal  of  an  old  building  near  Warriston  Close, 
during  the  formation  of  the  new  street  from  the  High  Street  to  the 
Waverley  Bridge.  From  the  Dikbctors  of  the  Kailway  Station  Access 
Company. 

Small  Stone  Celt  or  Hatchet  and  Flint  Arrow  Head,  from  Canada. 
By  A.  W.  BuiST,  Esq.,  Berryhills,  Fife. 

Abury  Illustrated,  by  William  Long,  Esq.,  M.A.  Devizes,  1858.  8vo, 
pp.  72.     By  John  Thurnam,  M.D.,  Devizes. 

Notes  on  the  prior  existence  of  the  Castor  fiber  in  Scotland.  Edin- 
burgh, 1858.  8vo,  pp.  40.  By  Charles  Wilson,  M.D..  F.R.C.P.E.,  the 
Author. 

TREASURE  TROVE. 

The  Secretary  reported  the  result  of  the  applications  to  the  Treasury 
by  the  Society  and  the  Commissioners  of  Supply  throughout  Scotland 
on  the  subject  of  Treasure  Trove.  Various  steps  were  also  suggested 
and  approved  of,  which  it  would  be  necessary  to  take,  with  the  view  of 
making  the  new  arrangements  generally  known. 
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As  this  is  a  subject  of  considerable  importance,  we  subjoin  copies  of 
the  letters  from  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty's  Treasury : — 

"  Exchequer  Guambebs,  Edinburgh, 
24Ch  January  1869. 

"  Sir, — With  reference  to  your  letter  to  me  of  12th  June  1858,  and  the 
several  applications  from  the  Commissioners  of  Supply  in  Scotland  to 
the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty's  Treasury  on  the  subject  of 
Treasure  Trove,  I  beg  leave  to  acquaint  you  that  my  Lords  have  been 
pleased  to  authorise  me  to  pay  Rewards  to  the  finders  of  Ancient  Coins 
or  other  Relics  of  Antiquity  in  Scotland,  not  exceeding  in  amount  the 
intrinsic  value  of  the  articles,  on  their  delivering  them  up  on  behalf  of 
the  Crown,  and  upon  condition  that  the  allowance  by  the  Crown  is  to  be 
confined  to  such  rewards,  and  the  expense  of  printing  the  necessary 
notices. 

"  I  beg  also  to  acquaint  you  that  I  caused  a  notice  on  the  subject  to  be 
inserted  in  the  North  British  Advertiser  of  the  22d  instant,  and  gave 
directions  that  it  be  continued  therein  for  a  period  of  six  weeks;  and  I 
now  send  you  copy  of  a  circular  letter  addressed  by  me  to  the  several 
Procurators  Fiscal  on  the  same  subject,  and  two  thousand  copies  of  a 
handbill  for  the  purpose  of  being  distributed  throughout  Scotland  in 
such  manner  as  the  Society  of  Antiquaries  shall  think  proper. — 1  am, 
Sir,  your  obedient  Servant, 

*^JonN  TTenderson, 

Q.  ii'  L.  T,  R. 

"  John  Stuart,  Esq., 

Secretary  to  the  Society  of  Antiquaries/' 

"  Exchequer  Chambers,  Edinburgh, 
January  186^. 

*'  Sir, — With  reference  to  my  Circular  Letter  of  2oth  November  1846, 
in  relation  to  Treasure  Trove,  I  beg  leave  to  annex  Copy  of  a  Notice 
I  have  caused  to  be  promulgated,  informing  the  discoverers  of  all  such 
Articles,  that  they  will  receive,  through  this  Department,  Rewards  equal 
in  amount  to  their  full  intrinsic  value,  on  their  delivering  them  up  on 
behalf  of  the  Crown. 

*'  I  beg,  at  the  same  time,  to  say,  that  this  new  arrangement  is  not 
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intended  to  disturb  the  instructions  given  to  the  Procnrators-Fiscal  in 

the  Circular  Letter  above  referred  to,  but;  that  in  cases  where  the  articles 

are  not  voluntarily  given  up,  you  are  still  to  take  the  necessary  steps  for 

recovery  of  the  same,  on  behalf  of  the  Crown,  and  report  the  cases  to  me. 

I  am.  Sir,  your  obedient  Servant, 

''  John  Hendkrson, 

•*  To  the  Procurator-Fucal  at "  Q.  ^  L.  T.  R, 

"  Treasure  Trovb,  &c.,  appertaining  to  the  Crown. 


"  The  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty's  Treasury  having  been 
pleased  to  authorise  the  payment  to  Finders  of  Ancient  Coins,  Gold  or 
Silver  Ornaments,  or  other  Relics  of  Antiquity  in  Scotland,  of  the  actual 
value  of  the  Articles,  on  the  same  being  delivered  up  for  behoof  of  the 
Crown,  I  now  give  notice  to  all  Persons  who  shall  hereafter  make  dis- 
coveries of  any  such  Articles,  that  on  their  delivering  them  up,  on  behalf 
of  the  Crown,  to  the  Sheriffs  of  the  respective  Counties  in  which  the  dis- 
coveries may  take  place,  they  will  receive,  through  this  Department, 
Rewards  equal  in  amount  to  the  full  intrinsic  value  of  the  Articles. 

"  John  Henderson, 
Q.  4*  /..  T.  R. 

"  Queen's  and  Lord  Treasueeb's  Remembrancer's  Office, 
Exchequer  Chambers,  Edinburoh, 
20/A  January  1869.' 

Our  Society  has  also  communicated  with  some  of  the  other  Archseo- 
logical  Societies,  and  the  annexed  letter  was  received  from  the  Honorary 
Secretary  of  the  Archaeological  Institute  : — 

"  Arch^olooical  Institute  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
26  Suffolk  Street,  Pall  Mall, 
8^  February  1869. 

"  Dbab  Sir, — I  beg  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  various  interesting 

papers  which  you  had  the  kindness  to  send  me,  regarding  the  recent 

adjustment  in  Scotland  of  the  important  question  of  Treasure  Trove. 

jjjj^  ^  At  the  monthly  meeting  of  our  Society,  on  the  5th  inst.,  I  took  occasion 

^  before  the  Members  this  highly  gratifying  communication,  and 
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to  explain  the  proceediDgs  which  had  led  to  so  desirable  a  result.  The 
discussion  which  thus  arose  terminated  with  an  unanimous  and  cordial 
vote  of  congratulation  to  the  Society  of  Antiquaries  of  Scotland,  on 
having  realised,  through  a  well-directed  and  energetic  movement,  a 
result  of  such  high  importance  to  the  interests  of  Archseological  science. 
We  hope  that  your  good  example  may  lead  to  some  more  active  move- 
ment in  our  own  country. — I  remain,  yours  very  faithfully, 

"  Albbrt  Way." 

The  Communications  read  were  as  follows  : — 


I. 

DESCRIPTION  OF  BEE-HIVE  HOUSES  IN  THE  ISLAND  OF  HARRIS, 
WITH  DRAWINGS.    By  Combiandee  F.  W.  L.  THOMAS,  R.N. 

(This  commuDication  is  already  printed  in  continuation  of  the  author's 
Notice  of  such  early  buildings  in  Harris  and  Lewis. — See  page  134.) 


II. 

BEN  JONSON  IN  EDINBURGH  IN  THE  YEAR  M.DC.XVIII. 
By  DAVID  LAING,  Esq.,  F.S.A.  Scot. 

On  three  several  occasions,  so  long  ago  as  the  years  1828,  1832,  and 
1843, 1  brought  the  name  of  Ben  Jonson  before  the  Society  in  connexion 
with  the  Hawthornden  Manuscripts.  (See  the  articles  in  the  "  Archaeo- 
logia  Scotica,"  vol.  iv.  pp.  62,  69,  241-270,  399.)  The  portion  of  the 
first  two  communications  relating  to  Jonson  was  afterwards  reprinted  in 
a  separate  volume  for  the  Shakspeare  Society,  under  this  title,  "  Notes  of 
Ben  Jonson's  Conversations  with  William  Drummond  of  Hawthornden, 
January  m.do.xix."     London,  1842.    8vo. 

A  few  days  since,  while  engaged  in  looking  over  some  of  the  old 
City  Treasurers'  accounts,  Mr  Adam,  the  city  accountant,  was  kind 
enough  to  point  out  an  entry  respecting  a  banquet  given  by  the  Magis- 
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trates  of  Edinburgh  to  the  English  dramatist.  As  the  notice  is  interest- 
ing in  itself,  and  reflects  honour  on  our  civic  rulers  in  what  is  called 
"  the  good  old  times/'  I  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  submitting  it  to 
the  Society,  with  such  additional  notices  as  a  further  search  in  their 
records  has  enabled  me  to  discover. 

Jonson's  visit  to  Scotland  must  have  been  in  the  summer  of  1618. 
He  was  under  the  impression  that  John  Taylor,  known  as  the  "  Water- 
Poet,"  had  been  sent  hither  to  scorn  him.  Now,  we  know  that  Taylor 
left  London  on  the  14th  of  July,  and  reached  Edinburgh  on  the  Idth  of 
August  1618;  and  in  his  "  Pennylesse  Pilgrimage,"  first  printed  in 
1623,  he  tells  us  he  met  his  "long  approved  and  assured  good  friend 
Master  Benjamin  Johnson,"  the  day  before  he  returned  South,  and  "  at 
my  taking  leave  of  him,  he  gave  me  a  piece  of  gold  of  two  and  twenty 
shillings,  to  drink  his  health  in  England."  Taylor  adds, — **So  with  a 
friendly  farewell,  I  left  him  as  well  as  I  hope  neuer  to  see  him  in  a  worse 
estate :  for  he  is  amongst  Noblemen  and  Grentlemen  that  knowe  his  true 
worth  and  their  oune  honours,  where,  with  much  respectiue  loue,  he  is 
worthily  entertained." 

Jonson  also  wrote  an  account  of  his  own  Journey  to  Scotland,  and  "  all 
his  adventures,"  but  this,  unfortunately,  was  among  his  papers  which 
were  consumed  by  a  fire,  as  we  learn  from  his  "  Execration  upon  Vulcan," 
a  poem  supposed  to  have  been  written  in  the  year  1629.  We  must  there- 
fore rest  contented  in  gleaning  such  casual  notices  as  the  following. 
How  these  notices  should  have  been  overlooked,  either  by  myself  or  others, 
in  examining  the  Council  Records,  I  cannot  conceite. 


(Vol.  xiii. 
fol.  39.) 

Precept 
Gild 

Jonsonn  barges 
and  gildbrother. 

(lb.  fol.  42.) 

Precept 
Ainslie 
Thesanrer. 


Council  Register. 

Vigesimo  quinto  Septembris  J°>  vj<^  decimo  octauo. 

Ordanis  the  Deyne  of  Gild  to  mak  Benjamyn 
Jonsoun  inglisman  burges  and  gildbrother  in 
communi  forma. 

Decimo  sexto  Octobris  J°»  vj^  decimo  octauo. 

Ordanis  the  Thesaurer  to  pay  to  James  Ainslie 
laite  Baillie  twa  hundreth  tuentie  ane  pund  sex 
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Bchillingis  four  pennyis  deburBit  be  bim  vpone 
tbe  denner  maid  to  Benjamin  Jo^stoun  confonne 
to  the  Act  maid  thairanent  and  compt  given  in 
of  the  same. 

The  entry  in  the  Treasurer's  Accounts  to  which  I  alluded  is  as  fol- 
lows : — 

"  Item  thair  aucht  to  be  allowed  to  the  compter  payit 
be  him  to  James  Ainslie  baillie  for  expenses  debursit 
upone  ane  bancquett  maid  to  Benjamin  Johnstoune  con- 
forme  to  ane  act  of  Counsell  of  the  dait  the  (blank)  day 
of  November  1618.  ij*'  xxj  lib.  vj«  viij*."* 

(£221,  6s.  8d.) 

The  Provost  at  that  time  was  Sir  William  Nisbet  of  the  Dean. 

What  might  we  not  have  given  had  there  been  present  an  "  Illustrated 
Times"  or  "  News"  reporter,  to  have  preserved  the  speeches  and  repre- 
sented the  persons  assembled  at  this  festive  banquet  I  But  printed 
newspapers  were  not  then  in  existence.  I  wonder,  however,  that  some 
of  our  artists  should  not  have  thought  of  the  words  of  Collins's  Ode, 

•'  Then  will  I  dress  once  more  the  faded  bower 
"Where  Jonson  sat  in  Drummond'a  classic  shade  ; 

or  have  represented  him  at  the  Cross,  accompanied  by  the  Provost,  and 
some  of  the  citizens,*his  brother  burgesses  of  Edinburgh. 

I  do  not  find  from  the  Register  of  Burgesses  that  Jonson  appeared,  in 
the  usual  form,  armed  with  a  corslet,  to  take  the  customary  oath ;  but 
from  the  Dean  of  Guild's  accounts,  it  appears  that  his  burgess- ticket 
was  written  and  ornamented  with  more  than  ordinary  care. 

"  Item,  the  twentie  day  of  Januar  J*"  v]^  and  nyntene  zeiris  geivin  at 
directioun  of  the  Counsell  to  Alexander  Patersone  for  wrytting  and  gilt- 
ing  of  Benjamiue  Johnestounes  burges  ticket  being  thryes  written. 

xiij  lib.  vj*  viij**." 
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III. 


AN  ACCOUNT  OF  "  THE  DANE'S  DYKE,"  AN  ANCIENT  CAMP  AT 
FIFE-NESS.    By  JOHN  MACKINLAY,  Esq.,  F.S.A.  Scot. 

In  the  year  881,  according  to  Chalmers's  **  Caledonia"  (which  appears 
to  be  the  correct  date),  the  Danes  invaded  the  East  Coast  of  Scotland, 
and  King  Constantino  II.,  who  opposed  their  progress,  was  taken  pri- 
soner by  them  in  a  battle  between  Crail  and  Fife-ness,  and  being  carried 
to  their  camp,  was  there  put  to  death  in  a  cave,  which  is  still  tradition- 
ally pointed  out  as  "  Constantino's  Cave." 

Wyntoun,  book  vi.  cap.  viii.,  says, — 

"  Quhon  dede  wes  Donald,  Constantyne 
Nest  eftor  hym  Kyng  wes  syne 
Fyftene  wynter  in  Scotland. 
And  wytb  the  Norwayes  than  fyclitand 
Woa  slayno  intil  Verdofatha. 
In  Ykohnkil  he  lyis  alsna : 
Ouro  Iiys  Graive  yhit  to  rehers 
Wrytteno  men  may  fynd  thir  Wers ; 
'  Jam  Constantinus  fuerat  rex  quiuque  ter  armis  : 
Regis  Kynedi  filius  illo  fuit. 
In  bcllo  pngnans  Dacorum  comiit  armis  : 
Nomine  Nigra  specus  est,  ubi  pugna  fuit.'  " 

Fordun,  liber  iv.  cap.  xvj.,  says,  "  Loco,  cui  nomen  est  Nigra  Specus, 
rex  bellum  cum  els  iniens,  cum  multis  suorum  occubuit.''  He  adds,  that 
the  king  having  been  separated  a  considerable  space  from  the  main 
body  of  his  troops,  was  surrounded  by  the  enemy,  and  slain  ;  and  they, 
after  their  victory,  having  retired  to  their  ships,  the  king's  body  was 
found  on  the  field  by  his  own  people,  and  he  was  honourably  buried  at 
lona  with  his  fathers. 

It  is  worthy  of  notice,  that  in  both  accounts  "  Nigra  Specus"  appears 
to  have  been  the  name  of  the  field  of  battle,  and  that  the  king  seems  to 
have  been  slain  in  tho  battle ;  and  no  mention  is  made  of  his  being  mur- 
dered in  a  cave  after  tho  conflict  was  over,  as  stated  by  Hector  Booce. 

Bellenden's  Boece,  book  x.  cap.  xvii.,  after  describing  the  skirmishing 


m^  ntDcnMaM  or  tdl  aociBT  «r 


h#i!'fWm  €h4i  WtU  M  mmiitdly  ••  if  A^ 

''  f  rKy>ntin^mt  hnyth  the  aimjat  juit  ik  ftwrhf 

Hi  lw«f.  th#^  ^Mtm  W4V  pot  Co  ij*.   on  fduoi  ialloivik  th* 

^l«iK.hf^r  Af  /".Kace,    Ia  this  vfthifpie  hattd.  wm  thmm  VOJOM 

«miin^  rnfinj  ny  prMonem,  King  CoosftaotiBft  wis  teae,  «■!  kn^  ki 

fif^^  \mwy(i  th^  jie^,  Y  h«  we»  heidil,  the  13  aoeir  of  kii  n^ae^  Am  IIm 

tf^^mfntkiUmn  H74  zmr&n.    The  place  <f  he  wm  aleaey  k  sit  edUt  Oe 

MH^Jr  f  VjfiTy  t//  \ffi  Me  memorie  of  thet  wkkit  deid." 

llfe^ph«rfir;Tiy  the  editor  of  ^WjnUNiii'tf  Chioniefey"  in  hhi  ezcdknt 
'W><vi^fAphicA]  fllnntnitiani  of  Scottish  Hiatorj,"  ssjs^  "^  Wenfe  fiidus 
VpfftVf  fsthsf  Wynt],  Nigm  specos  [Chr.  El],  a  cave  st  Fifis-nes,  whoein 
K.  fUfftMMtiin^f  mm  of  Kenneth,  was  skin  hy  the  Norw^^isns.  The  trne 
rM/lin^  mt^mn  Wem-dn-fsds,  meaning  in  Gaelic,  a  cave  black  and  long, 
ss  tim  Mti)u/r  of  Chr«  KL  has  understood  it/' 

Nim,  if  trailittoii  is  correct  in  pointing  out  the  spot  (and  there  are  no 
(rtliMr  nsvnfi  umr  it  at  all  likely),  however  black  it  may  have  been  acta- 
ally  fff  ffintA|iliori<'.ally,  it  is  certainly  not  long,  as  will  appear  by  the 
(ilnttfi  Mu\  nkotf^h  Annox(Ml  (Plate  XXIV.)  Weem,  or  rather  '^  Uaimh- 
(IImi«"  \n  a  (Mirniot  traniilation  of  Nigra  epecus,  but  the  last  syllable, 
"failm,**  fuMUim  itioxplioAble. 

Tlio  Daiion'  Uyko  in  a  fitrtifled  incloBure  or  camp,  occup3ring  the  point 
(if  |C|fn-iM«M.  1 1  i0  nf  a  irian^ilar  figure,  1)33  yards  in  length  from  north 
tu  iKMilh,  mill  'ITiO  yards  in  its  groati^st  breadth.  The  walls,  about  ten  or 
twi»lv«>  fpoi  in  lliioknt^  woro  fonniHl  of  flat  stones,  without  cement.  A 
intiisldi^mblo  |)ortion«  abo\it  four  feet  in  height,  still  remains;  another 
|mt^l«  stmu*wlmi  lowi^r,  sorvos  to  the  foundation  of  a  farm-road;  and  the 
hHit  «mu  Ih)  IrmHHl.  Tho  whII  oxtoudod  across  the  point  of  Fife-ness,  and 
M  ^^\A\  ^\\y\  advuuood  alouir  a  ritlgo  projecting  from  the  abrupt  bank, 
fk\\\\  i^hds  oUhui'  to  tUo  MHiv  Tho  north  end  of  the  wall  terminated  at  a 
hvK*  \\\  IW  north  tmv  of  which  18  Constant ine's  Cave,  The  mouth  of  it 
\i^t^«  on^'i^  oUvkihI  wUI\  uiam^try.  »\m\o  of  iho  mortar  of  which  still  adheres 
to  \\\^  Ifi^v  \M'  lUo  i>vk  vor  al  Kv^st  ^l-M  :\^  At  tho  dAto  v^f  the  surreyX  bat 
iho  X^i^U  \*  W'WXs^yxAs  X\w  caw  rN^"*^  r\'<xr.\;  U<  .-v.  ^  :<:•.  ilvvve;  it  is  6f' 
\^^\s  <>vl  >^uU\  auxi  I  ho  «tAn\c  ;v.  .-o  ; .'.  ":\  v.  :r. :.:  :.  v^jkk.  The  annexed 
««V\v.v  oV  ^K*^  \>AV.;^^  AUxl  sVci.  ;       ■<  -  >A>:  v.,r^*  ••v..*  i^  i^^^^    (Plate 
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From  the  size  and  strength  of  this  fortification,  it  is  evident  that  it 
was  no  hasty  erection,  hut  had  probably  been  the  he€kdquarters  of  the 
Danes  and  Norwegians  on  the  east  coast  for  a  considerable  time  before 
the  battle  in  which  Constantine  was  slain.  Their  victory,  however,  seems 
to  have  cost  them  dear,  for  Fordun  says  that  they  retired  to  their  ships, 
and  left  the  king's  body  on  the  field,  where  it  was  recognised  and 
honourably  interred  by  his  own  people. 

Alexander  Chbistie,  Esq.,  A.E.S.A.,  exhibited  the  original  MS.  of  an 
address  by  the  Poet  Bums  to  Kobert  Graham  of  Fintry.  Mr  J.  T.  Gib- 
son Cbaio  exhibited  a  similar  (and  unpublished)  address  by  the  poet  to 
the  same  gentleman ;  also  Bums's  copy  of  Ferguson's  Poems.  The 
volume  has  the  poet's  initials  stamped  on  the  outside  of  the  boards ;  his 
name  is  written  on  the  title-page^  and  on  the  fly-leaf  is  a  poetical  para- 
phrase, in  the  poet's  handwriting,  on  a  verse  of  the  Prophet  Jeremiah. 


Wednesday,  IQth  March  1869. 
J.  WHITEFOORD  MACKENZIE,  Esq.,  W.S.,  in  the  Chair. 

Mr  Mackenzie  made  some  remarks  regarding  the  series  of  Chronicles 
and  Calendars  now  in  the  course  of  being  printed  by  the  Master  of  the 
Rolls  in  England,  and  expressed  an  opinion  that  it  would  be  of  great 
consequence  to  Scottish  history,  if  it  should  come  within  the  scope  of  the 
design,  to  print  an  abridgment  of  the  Register  of  the  Privy  Council  of 
Scotland.  On  his  suggestion  a  committee  was  named  for  the  purpose  of 
communicating  with  the  proper  authorities  on  behalf  of  the  Society,  and 
endeavouring  to  get  the  desired  object  accomplished. 

The  following  Donations  were  laid  on  the  table,  and  thanks  were  as 
usual  voted  to  the  Donors  : — 

Casts  of  apparently  "  Incised  "  Marks  on  one  of  a  Circle  of  Standing 
Stones  in  the  Island  of  Lewis.  By  Sir  James  Matheson,  of  the  Lewis, 
Bart. 


'  1.  ■•■.'»- »::■:»  Cfe  OF  *le  wtcurTT  f* 


•.1  '■•■■t.f  :i  -jtt  LiiHiit  uf  ^  ££iDk.  BrT.S 


N^vrkiO;  ;^^f-^.    ^T:l.  Bribe 


i.'.-.  .  ■  •■(. 


.■.-kli-'Hi!  ■■irv  rrh-  - 


•  '.■•y.U  M.AJjK:-;  ''.V  f-NE  rr  a  CILCLE  f'F  staspiso 


'li.:  •  .fUr.  'A  -iifipiii,;?  rt'jii'=  whicl)  -xivur  ?■■  fre'inenilv  io  m-»!  pan* 
'.I  Vj;\\:,!A^m,'\  I..-IV1;  l,(;r-(i  wii }i^,iit  au}' fviirj'Iati'jn  af»ociato<]  vith  tbe 
■  (.■  11 M  I»iii'l*.  I.av<:  -if  latt  b'.-oii  more  evsk-maticallj-  examined  Uun 
lli<7  i,'i>:  ill  l'.nii>-r  i|iijn,  aii'I  i!i<>  rthnlt  lja!>  almoM  always  reTeiled 
liiw'KT  ■<)  Ki  (lul'rlirul  iI'jMihit,  Nfriiotimc-is  in  tlie  ctDlre  of  the  circle,  uid 
iiL  "lh<-i.>  111  U>':  loii^-  of  oil  tlic  Hi'iiif 'ri  of  wliicli  it  was  comi>osed. 

hii  >fMiiiin  Muili'-iuiti  <;'iirii;iui]ii'a((-i]  to  the  Society  last  eeeeion  the 
'Iwivrry  irl'  Lw>i  Ki-jiiili^liriil  dtainU:T!i,  foiinil  near  the  central  Etoneof  the 
j/cttl  ■  jt- 1"  III  ( Jilli^Miihlj  in  thi-  I.iwiH,  over  wbicb  a  deposit  of  moe* 
4:)(;Ji[,  \\i\.  Ill  i|i-|ilh  liiul  iu;i:iiiiiiiliili;il.  From  a  more  recent  communica- 
linii  I'jojii  Sir  .litiJii'N  In  .Mr  Iiiiu'K.  it  n)iiieHruc)  tti.it,  nbont  a  mile  from 
Mil;  Yi<a\  •■\y'-\v.  ill  >|iji-nli'iii,  iIkti' is  ariKlliei 


ijK'aliii 
ii.l.  i>|.,.>.l   I 


(if  Klones  of  a  semi- 
ii,f.,  wliich  will  Ik' 

(I'l^il.-  X.W.;  luiil  riL-<ts  tii.w  piwluc.-.!. 

l.l..!l>iSir.hiiiLi.s  .MiithcKOii. 

I  ilieHc  marks  mii>  meant  to conrey  any 
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meaning  or  idea,  but  they  seem  to  have  little  affinity  to  the  system  of 
marks  which  has  been  called  Ogham  writz.  There  a  centre  line,  or  the 
edge  of  a  stone,  is  always  found,  on  each  side  of  which  are  groups  of 
short  lines,  of  no  great  length,  and  varying  arrangement.  In  one 
instance,  at  Newton,  in  Garioch  (Aberdeenshire),  these  short  lines  are 
disposed  round  a  circle. 

I  sent  sketches  of  the  marks  near  Callemish  to  Dr  Eeeves,  with  a  request 
that  he  would  bring  them  under  the  notice  of  Dr  Graves  of  Dublin,  who 
has  long  studied  the  Ogham  system.  In  answer  Dr  Beeves  wrote : — "  I 
have  not  had  an  opportunity  of  showing  the  scratchings  to  Dr  Graves, 
but  I  think  I  may  safely  affirm  they  are  not  Ogham,  and  that  he  would 
be  unable  to  make  anything  of  them.  Such  scorings  are  occasionally 
met  with  in  Ireland  in  ancient  monumental  stones ;  but  their  design  and 
import  are,  I  believe,  a  mystery.  Even  in  the  more  regultu-,  methodical, 
and  professed  verbal  inscriptions,  in  acknowledged  Oghams,  see  what 
doubt  and  uncertainty  exist !  As  yet  these  seeming  random  lines,  in 
vestiges  such  as  you  have  sent,  are  about  as  unmeaning  to  mortals  of 
this  day  as  the  fleeting  pictures  of  the  clouds." 

Although  it  is  probable  that  some  of  the  sculptured  symbolic  stones  in 
Scotland^  had  a  connexion  with  the  circles  of  stones  in  their  immediate 
vicinity,  yet,  beyond  this  example  at  Callemish,  I  am  not  aware  of  any 
but  a  single  other  case  in  which  incised  figures  have  been  found  on  one 
of  the  stones  of  the  circle  itself.  In  the  centre  of  the  market-place  of 
the  town  of  Huntly,  in  Aberdeenshire,  are  two  stones,  which  have  been 
known  for  centuries  as  the  Standing  Stones  of  Strathbogie,  and  are 
obviously  the  remains  of  a  circle  round  which  the  village  grew.  On  one 
of  these  may  still  be  seen  the  figure  of  an  arch,  of  horse-shoe  shape,  and 
a  small  portion  of  a  concentric  circle. 

In  the  circle  near  Callemish  now  in  question  were  found  some  holes 
about  four  inches  square,  containing  wood  charcoal,  of  which  specimens, 
sent  by  Sir  James  Matheson,  are  now  produced — agreeing  in  this  respect 
with  many  circles  on  the  east  coast,  where  diggings  have  almost  always 
brought  to  light  marks  of  fire  in  some  shape  or  other. 

[This  circle  was  buried  under  several  feet  of  peat  moss,  the  inscribed 

^  Sculp.  Stones  of  Scotland,  Prcf.  p.  vi. 
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Rtnno  (fig.  1y  Plato  XXY.,  which  measures  7  feet  in  length  by  8  feet  in 
breadth)  hcinp;  covorod  to  the  depth  of  about  8  feet.  It  may  be  suggested 
that  tlioso  apparently  scratched  lines  are  probably  due  to  the  unequal 
wasting  or  weatliering  of  the  stone  itself;  some  of  the  "heap  of  loose 
stonen"  in  the  adjoining  cairn  (see  Plate  XXY.  fig.  2)  being  stated  in 
one  of  the  iioteH  written  on  the  original  drawing  to  "  have  also  characters 
scratched  upon  thorn/*  The  small  cavities  containing  charcoal  are 
floHorilHMl  l>y  Mr  T.  S.  Muir — who  visited  the  place — to  have  resembled 
small  welln  :  they  are  stated  to  have  been  surrounded  by  stone  borders, 
and  Itelow  the  charcoal,  water  was  found  in  each. — £d.] 


II. 

NOTICE  OV  THE  HOSPITAL  OF  ST  MARTHA  AT  ABERDOUIt,  FIFE- 

By  TDK  Kbv.  WILLIAM  ROSS,  Abkbdovb. 

Spottiswoixl,  in  his  "  Religious  Houses/'  speaking  of  the  nuns  who 
followiM  the  rule  of  St  Francis,  says : — *'  The  nuns  of  this  institute  had 
only  two  houses  in  this  country,  viz.  Abenlour.  in  the  shire  of  Fife,  and 
Dundee*  in  the  shin^  of  Angiis,  of  whom  there  is  little  or  no  mention 
made  by  our  writers."    i^Chap.  xviii.  §  iv.) 

All  ttiat  Uwil  tradition  adds  to  this  meagre  notice,  in  the  case  of  the 
old  religious  house  at  AWnlour.  is.  that  the  nunnery  stood  on  the  site 
now  o<vupied  by  the  Old  Manse,  on  the  north  side  of  the  street  of  Easter 
AWrdour:  and  that  oert;!iin  lands  in  the  neighbourhood,  called  "  The 
Sistorlands."  Ivlouge^l  to  in  Invostigaiion  has.  however,  brought  to 
lijdit  some  facts  connected  with  the  nunnery,  which  it  is  tlie  object  of 
the  pr«aent  pa]x^r  to  st^to. 

For  the  faoT«  now  to  W  stat<Hi  repoding  the  foundation  of  tlie  hooie, 
I  am  mainly  indebted  to  three  paper?  (Xos.  251.  282,  2SS)  of  die 
"  Mv%ivrtr^A  Vehifituyra  Ccmt^tw  <w  MortAm%S^  Other  antfcoritica  wiB 
be  TiaTne«i  as  they  are  drawn  from. 

The-  house,  which  was,  strictly  fpeakinc.  ««  Jff»7i7*ft«3L  owedili  orijg^  •» 
Jamcis  the  first  Earl  of  Mort<^n  :  and  the  cii 
insritntii^n  are  interesting,  as  girii^  a 
.'•f  the  time. 
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In  the  fifteenth  ceutnrjr,  Aberdour  was  much  reeorted  to  by  pilgrims 
ood  poor  persona — the  great  iom'ce  of  attrdction  being  a  bolt/  well,  of 
which  I  shall  have  eomething  to  say  at  a  later  Htago.  The  hoait  of  Sir 
John  Scot,  the  vicar  of  Aberdour,  was  moved  at  the  tliought  of  the  littla 
accommodation  afforded  to  these  pilgrims ;  and  he  earnestly  besought 
the  Earl  of  Morton  to  provide  some  shelter  for  them,  hinting  that  it  vaa 
a  good  opportunity  for  doing  something  towards  the  expiation  of  his 
own  sins,  and  those  of  hie  progenitors,  The  vicar's  suggestion  waa 
warmly  entertained,  and  the  proper  steps  were  taken  to  have  the  work 
immediately  gone  about. 

It  being  the  Earl's  intention  that  the  vicar  should  have  the  care  of  ths 
proposed  hospital,  and  Sir  John  being  a  canon-regular  of  St  Colme's 
Inch,  it  became  necessary  that  the  consent  of  the  abbot  and  convent 
should  be  obtained.  A  representation  was  accordingly  made  to  them ; 
and  in  1474  Michael,  the  abbot,  and  his  brother  canons,  gave  their  con- 
Sent,  and  solemnly  bound  themselveB  not  to  alienate  the  property  of  the 
contemplated  hospital,  nor  turn  its  revenaes  to  any  other  purpose  than 
that  designed  by  his  Lordship. 

In  their  deed  of  obligation  a  cliarter  of  the  Eorl'a  is  recited,  in  which 
he  makes  over  to  the  vicar  "  that  iwre  of  land  lying  within  the  territory 
of  his  town  of  Aberdonr,  at  the  east  end  of  it,  and  on  the  north  side  of 
the  road  which  leads  towards  the  town  of  Kingurn."  His  Lordship 
^elates  how  the  pious  importunity  of  the  vicar  had  induced  him  to  con- 
sider whether  he  should  not  do  something  of  this  kind,  which  might 
form  a  solace  to  pilgrims,  and  some  measure  of  support  to  the  poor,  and 
^bich  might,  at  the  same  time,  be  dedicated  to  6od,  and  to  Hin  most 
Blessed  Mother  Mary,  our  Lady  over  Virgin,  and  to  the  blessed  Martha^ 
the  hostess  of  our  Lord,  It  is  evidently  from  the  latter  that  the  Hos- 
pital derives  its  name.  His  Lordship  desires  it  to  be  marked  that  he 
has,  for  the  alwve- mentioned  purposes,  given  the  aforesaid  acre,  and  as 
great  a  space  over  and  above  it  as  is  requisite  for  the  site  of  the  pro- 
posed buildings,  with  as  much  ground  to  the  east  of  the  site  as  would 
suffice  for  a  cart-road.  This  is  the  roail  which  now  leads  from  Easter 
Aberdour  to  the  cottage  called  "■The  Murrell." 

It  ifi  ordained,  in  reference  to  the  vicar,  that  he  shall  have,  during  his 
lifetime,  and  after  him  the  vicars  his  successors,  the  whole  care  and 
VOL.  in.  PAKT  n.  F 
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EQanageiuciit  of  the  hospital ;  unlesH  they  neglect  it,  tnm  its  revenoMli 
other  uses  than  those  for  which  they  were  originaUy  intended,  or  become 
oppresBore  of  the  poor,  or  spoilers  of  their  goods. 

The  Etirl  further  decloree,  that  in  case  anjlliing  should  be  done  at 
the  instance  of  any  of  his  heirs  or  asaignees  to  invalidate  this  grant,  he 
Ehall  in  that  case  be  held  to  have  bequeathed  to  the  vicar  and  the  hospital 
of  St  Martha  fourteen  acre»  of  land  lying  at  the  west  boundary  of  the 
town  of  Dalkeith,  and  which  bis  Lordship  had  bought  with  his  owd 
money  from  Marcus  Dunhar. 

All  this  is  done  with  coDsent  of  the  Earl's  two  sons,  John  his  lioir, 
and  James  bis  younger  son  ;  and  William  Gifford,  his  Lordship's  uncle, 
is  ordered  to  give  state  and  seisin  to  the  vicar,  and  the  Karl's  seal  is 
appended  to  the  charter  at  Dalkeith  on  the  10th  of  July  1474.  The 
convent  seal  is  appended  to  the  obligation  of  the  abbot  and  canoDs  on  the 
twenty-second  day  of  the  same  month  ;  and  io  a  later  paper  it  is  stated 
that  the  King  has  given  his  assent  to  this  deed  of  foundation.  One  acre  of 
land  must  surely  have  beeo  quit*  inadequate  to  the  maintenance  of  such 
an  hospital  as  was  thus  projected ;  but  the  great  thing  to  ho  achieved, 
in  the  first  instance,  seems  to  have  been  to  get  the  Earl  "on  the  ice." 
A  gentle  push  after  thot  would  secure  all  that  was  wanted.  And  so  a 
second  paper  informs  us  that  in  1479,  after  the  lapse  of  five  years,  Ids 
Lordship  granted  three  additional  acres  of  land  in  his  town  of  Aberdour, 
then  occupied  by  John  Toung  the  Fuller,  and  Robert  and  Walter 
Cant,  ordaining  that  in  case  any  one  should  build  on  the  south  side 
of  the  street  near  the  hospital,  there  should  be  left  such  a  space  as  then 
existed  between  the  bouse  of  Clement  Cant  and  the  house  of  David 
Hume,  that  there  might  bo  in  all  time  coming  a  road  not  less  than  six- 
teen ells  in  breadth,  leading  to  "  le  pilgramys  well." 

In  this  paper  the  Earl  enumerates  those  persons  whose  soub  were 
daily  to  be  prayed  for  by  the  vicar  and  the  inmates  of  the  hospital. 
These  were  the  illustrious  monarch  James  the  Third ;  Queen  Margaret 
bis  spouse ;  the  excellent  Prince  James  the  Fourth  ;  James  Douglas  of 
blessed  memory,  the  great-grandfather  of  the  founder ;  James  Douglas 
of  blessed  memory,  bis  father,  and  Elizabeth  bis  motber ;  then  the 
founder  himself ;  bis  illustrious  lady  Johanua,  third  daughter  of  James 
the  First;  John  and  James  his  sous,  and  Johanua  and  Elizabeth  bis 
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daughters ;  with  all  his  aucestors,  successors,  and  benefactors,  and  all 
the  faithful  dead.  Such  were  the  persons  whose  souls  were  to  be 
prayed  for  while  the  hospital  stood  ;  and  regularly  as  the  hour  of  noon 
came  round,  the  poor  persons  and  pilgrims  who  found  shelter  within  its 
walls  were  to  assemble  in  the  chapel  after  the  ringing  of  the  bell,  and 
there,  on  bended  knees,  devoutly  to  repeat  five  paternosters  and  five  ave 
Marias, 

In  this  paper,  too,  we  must  not  omit  to  state,  there  are  the  most  strin- 
gent clauses,  ordaining  that  if  the  rector  of  the  hospital  should  ever  be 
found  turning  to  a  wrong  use  the  revenues  committed  to  his  care,  or 
leading  an  immoral  life,  he  should  be  expelled  from  the  office  to  make 
way  for  some  man  who  feared  God. 

We  have  seen  first  one  acre  of  land  bestowed  on  the  contemplated 
house,  and  then  other  three ;  and  it  has  been  arranged  that  the  fruit  and 
produce  of  the  lands  thus  given  shall  for  three  years  be  applied  to  the 
building  of  the  hospital,  and  after  that  go  to  the  support  of  the  pilgrims. 

In  1486,  twelve  years  after  the  project  was  entered  upon,  we  find  the 
Earl  complaining  that,  after  all  he  has  given,  the  work  is  yet  incomplete ; 
and  in  that  year  he  bestows  on  the  hospital  other  four  acres  of  his  lands 
of  Inch-Martyne  (Eglis-Martyn  is  an  older  form  of  the  name),  near 
Aberdour,  making  altogether  eight  acres. 

In  this  year,  moreover,  we  detect  a  change  of  purpose  on  the  part  of 
his  Lordship  or  the  vicar.  The  first  design  was  to  institute  a  hospital, 
of  which  the  vicar  of  Aberdour  and  his  successors  in  office  should  be 
rectors.  Now  that  plan  is  set  aside,  and  it  is  resolved  on  that  four  sis- 
ters of  penitence  of  the  third  order  of  St  Francis  shall  have  charge  of  the 
hospital.  These  sisters  were  Isobel  and  Jean  Wight,  Frances  Henryson, 
and  Jean  Drosse.  And  the  various  gifts  which  the  Earl  had  made  to 
the  hospital,  through  the  vicar,  are  made  over  to  these  sisters  and  their 
successors ;  and  it  is  expressly  enjoined  that  they  shall  daily  enter  the 
chapel  of  the  hospital,  at  the  hour  of  noon,  and  repeat,  on  bended  knees, 
five  paternosters  and  five  angelical  salutations,  and  such  other  prayers  as 
it  pleases  them  to  offer. 

Such  is  an  imperfect  summary  of  the  statements  contained  in  these 

**»Tee  papers  connected  with  the  Hospital  of  St  Martha.     In  the  copy  of 

^iswood's  "  Religious  Houses"  which  belonged  to  David  Macpherson, 


218 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  SOCIETY  OF 


Q  of  Mr  Cosm^^ 


the  editor  of  "Wyutown,"  aud  ia  uow  in  the  posaeBsion  ( 
InncB,  there  are  a  few  exttaeta  regarding  the  hospital,  drawn  from  some 
undesignated  works  which  I  have  been  unable  to  identify.  These  ex- 
tracts hear  the  undoubted  marks  of  authenticity. 

From,  this  source  wo  learn  that  in  1486,  the  very  year  in  which  Lord 
Morton  made  his  last  grant,  "  John  Scot,  caiion  of  loch-Colme,  and 
rector  of  the  Hospital  of  St  Martha,  Dear  the  village  of  Aherdour,  in 
Fife,  made  over  to  James,  Earl  of  Morton,  in  favour  of  Isobel  and  Jean 
Wight,  FraDces  Henryson,  and  Jean  Dross,  sisters  of  the  holy  order  of 
St  Francis,  the  care  and  administration  of  the  poor  travellers."  And 
from  the  same  authority  we  leam  that  "  the  hospital  was  confinned  by 
a  bull  of  the  pope  [Innocent  VIII.]  on  the  9th  of  July  1487." 

Although  the  hospital  was  short-lived,  having  only  a  period  extending 
over  seventy-three  years,  it  might  have  been  expected  that  some  notice 
of  its  history  should  have  been  extant ;  but  the  only  notice  I  can  find  is 
one  which  refers  to  ita  fall.  And  for  this  I  am  indebted  to  Mr  Innes, 
who  made  the  jotting  from  the  original  paper  at  Dalmahoy,  This  note 
bears  that  Agnes  Wrycht,  mater,  Elizabeth  Trumball,  Margaret  Crummy, 
and  Cristina  Cornawell,  sisters  of  the  order  of  St  Francis,  at  the  nunnery 
of  Aherdour,  set  in  feu  to  James,  Earl  of  Morton,  the  eight  acres  com- 
monly called  "  Tiie  Sister  Lands,"  with  their  place  and  garden  in  the 
town  of  Aherdour  ;  and  this  they  do,  with  their  hand  at  the  pen  led  by 
notary,  on  the  ISth  August  1560,  and  the  convent  seal,  which  bears  an 
effigy  of  the  Virgin,  is  affixed. 

A  few  remarks  regarding  the  Pilgrims'  "Well,  referred  to  in  the  above 
narrative,  may  not  in  appropriately  bring  this  imperfect  sketch  to  a  close. 
I  find  no  tradition  in  the  neighbourhood  in  which  reference  is  spe- 
cifically  made  to  a  pilgrims'  well ;  but  some  old  people  speuk  of  a  well 
that  used  to  he  frequented  as  lately  as  the  close  of  last  century,  by  per- 
sons afflicted  with  sore  eyes ;  and  they  assert  that  many  came  from 
great  distances  to  bathe  their  eyes  in  ita  water.  This  well,  which  has 
now  for  a  considerable  time  been  filled  up,  was  situated  about  thirty 
yards  to  the  south-east  of  the  south-east  comer  of  the  old  churchyard. 
There  is  another  well  with  a  fine  spring  of  water  to  the  south  of  this 
one,  and  quite  close  to  the  harbour  ;  but  tradition  does  not  point  to  it  m 
having  more  than  ordinary  virtue  in  its  water.     I  strongly  incline  to  the 
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belief  that  in  the  fonner  of  these  we  have  "  Le  Pilgramys  Well,"  which 
drew  Buch  a  concourse  of  people  to  Aherdour  in  the  fifteenth  century. 
Both  lie  quite  In  the  line  of  a  toad  leading  southward  from  the  hospital, 
as  indicated  in  Lord  Morton's  chnrter  ahove  referred  to. 

It  ia  more  than  probable  that  the  "Pilgrims'  Well"  of  Aberdonr  was 
resorted  to  long  after  the  fall  of  the  hospital.  The  practice  of  super- 
stitiously  resorting  to  wells  was  dealt  with  by  the  Synod  of  Fife  so  late 
as  the  year  1649.  In  that  year  the  Synod  met  at  Dunfermline  on  the 
Sth  of  April,  and  the  following  is  one  of  tbeii  deliverances  at  that 
meeting :  "  The  Assemblie  being  informit  that  some  went  -supereti- 
tiouslie  to  we^lis  denominat  from  saints,  ordains  presbitries  to  tak  notice 
of,  and  to  censure  these  that  are  giiiltie  of  that  fait."'  It  is  not  im- 
probable that  the  Synod,  in  this  deliverance,  had  a  view  to  Aherdour. 

If  the  "  Pilgrims'  Well"  of  Aberdour  was  named  after  any  saint,  it 
may  be  concluded  that  St  Fillan  has  the  best  claim  to  the  honour,  as  he 
had  the  parish  church  under  his  special  guardianship  as  early  as  the 
year  1390.  This  appears  from  the  following  clause  of  the  testament  of 
Sii  James  Douglas,  Lord  Dalkeith,  of  that  date :  "  Item,  do  lego  tres 
libras,  vis.  viijd.  pro  uno  vestimento  cmendo  ad  occlesiam  Sancti  Fulani 
de  Aberdouer."  (Munimenta  Vetnstiora,  &c.  do  Mortoun,  vol.  i.  p.  17i). 

The  following  extract  from  Father  Hay's  MSS.,  entitled  "  Scotia 
Sacra,"  shows  how  little  accuracy  is  sometimes  found  in  descriptions  pre- 
tending to  be  very  exact : — "  Monasterium  foemiuanim  ad  institutum 
Divi  Francisci  in  Fifa.  Att  present  the  chiefe  residence  of  the  Earle  of 
Hortoun.  Plurimorum  Fontificum  continuata  serie,  indulta,  gratia  et 
conoeBsionea  locum  nobilitarunt.  .  .  .  Genere,  opibus  et  virtutibus,  clanis, 
feqnalem  per  omnia  sortitna  conjugeni,  et,  quod  rarius  invenias,  conformem 
moribus,  cum  nullos  liberos  ex  ilia  suscepisset  Christum  eibl  adoptavit  in 
snis  pauperibuB,  atque  eosdem  hieredes  instituit.  Deinde  admonitus 
cffilesti  oraculo  hie  se  Christo  mancipavit ;  ahdicato  dominio  terns  sute 
nt  cederet  cum  omui  suo  jure  monasterio.  Rex  indulsit,  donatione  fir- 
mata  per  instnimentum,  quod  bodie  conscrvant  arcbivia  domus.  This 
place  is  famous  for  cherries."  If  for  cherries  iu  this  curious  notice  we 
substituted^*,  it  is  still  applicable. 

'  MinutcB  of  SyuiKl  of  Fife,  [i.  165. 
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Georges  Currer,  Colin  Campbel,  Guillaume  Stuart,  Georges  Grordon, 
Jacques  Macmath,  Jean  Lesley,  le  milord  Sinclair, 
Estans  tous  Capitaines  du  diet  regiment  Escossois  pour  le  seruice  de  sa 
Majeste  estant  presentement  en  gamison  en  la  ville  de  Eeims  confessons 
devuoir  et  promettons  lun  pour  laultre  et  chacun  deulx  seul  pour  le  tant 
sans  diuision  ni  discution  rendre  et  payer  a  monsieur  Bobert  Murray, 
marcband  Escossois  demeurant  a  Paris  Eue  de  Saine  a  la  Harpe  jusques 
a  la  somme  de  Trente  mil  liures  toumais  qui  sera  toucbe  et  receu  par 
celluij  qui  commando  le  diet  regiment  soubz  son  recipice  Et  telle  aultre 
somme  qui  sera  toucbe  et  recu  par  le  diet  officier  commandant  le  diet 
regiment  jusques  a  icelle  somme  de  Trente  mil  liures  toumais  quil 
tii^a  par  Lettre  de  cbange  sur  le  diet  Sieur  Murray,  laquelle  somme 
est  pour  subuenir  et  faire  subsister  nostredict  regiment  des  gardes 
Escossois  pour  la  retardement  des  moustres  et  deniers  de  sa  Majeste  pour 
le  payement  dicelles  a  nos  soldats  de  notredict  regiment,  laquelle  somme 
de  Trente  mil  liures  tournais  nousontz  soubz  signez  promettons  Tun  pour 
Taultre  et  cbacun  deulx  seul  pour  le  tant,  sans  diuision  ni  discution  en 
nos  pures  et  preves  noms  rendre  et  payer  audict  Sieur  Murray  ou  au 
porteur  de  la  presente  ensemble  Tlnterest  et  Becbange  et  Prouisionnes 
et  courtages  Benon9ons  a  cest  fin  par  presente  benefice  de  diuision  droict 
et  ordre  de  discution  Et  pour  lexecution  de  la  presente  nous  eslizons 
nostre  domicil  irreuocable  chez  Jean  Arel  M^®  Talleur  dabitz  demeurant 
Bue  Cbanfieury  aunom  Jesus  auquel  lieu  nous  voullons  et  entendons 
que  tous  exploicts  de  Justice  signiffications  et  autres  actes  y  estre  faictz 
que  nous  voulons  auoir  pareill  force  et  vertu  que  sy  a  nos  domicilz  et 
parlans  a  nos  propres  personnes  Ilz  auoient  este  faictz  Et  ce  nonobstan 
mutation  par  le  diet  Sieur  Conte  et  autres  de  Logis  et  demeure  ou  de 
son  decesse  fait  audict  Beimes  le  premier  Jour  dapreuil  Ian  Mil  Six  cens 
Quarrante  Trois  Infoy  de  qua  y  nous  auons  ici  Signez 

"  Irwin  Colonel  Morat  lieutenant  Collonel  J  Bannattne 
premier  Cap.  et  Serg.  major  Sainct  Colhb  capitaine 
B  Keith  capitaine  John  Traill  capitaine  Morat 
capitaine  J  Dougles  capitaine  William  Stsuart 
capitaine  J  Makmath  capitaine  J  Hamilton  capitaine 
Saltone." 
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TLtB  bond  appeore  to  have  beeu  put  in  Huit  before  the  Supreme  C 
in  Scotland,  at  tbo  instance  of  Alexander  the  Maeter  of  SaltoD  of  the 
time  (IC70)  against  the  then  Alexander  Lord  Salton  and  other  parties 
in  Scotland,  representing  the  deceased  Lord  Salton,  one  of  the  p&rtieB 
obligant  in  the  bond.  The  pursuer  was  assignee  of  the  original  grantee, 
Sir  Bohert  Murray  of  Preistfield,  designed  in  the  said  bond  "  Bobert 
Murray,  Scots  merdiand  at  Paries,"  andeues  forabalance  ofL. 18,343,  3b. 
Scots  money  by  an  adjusted  account. 

The  Act  of  Council  and  Session  is  too  long  to  be  given  entire,  but  the 
preamble,  mentioning  the  names  of  the  parties,  is  as  follows : — 

"At  Edinburgh,  The  Tuenty  fourt  day  of  July  I^vi^  and  sevinlie 
years,  Anent  the  sumonds  reasod  and  perseued  before  the  Lords  of  C«in- 
sell  and  Session  at  the  instance  of  Alexander  now  Maister  of  Saltoun 
againest  Alexander  now  Lord  Saltoun,  Margaret  Lindsay,  eldest  law" 
daughter  to  Lindsay,  brother  germnn  to  Lodovick  Earle  of  Craw- 

foorde,  procreat  betuiit  him  and  Abernethie  father  sister  to  the  de- 

ce-aat  Alex''  Lord  Saltoun  and  James  Murray  her  husband  for  bis  intres  and 
Jean  Lindsay  relict  ofumq'"  Capitan  Leslie  her  sister,  And  Anna 

Gordoun,  daughter  to  the  deceast  Gordoun  of  Ardestie,  thereafter 

of  Kincadrum,  who  woa  son  to  the  deceast  S""  George  Gordoun  of  Geight, 
procreat  betuixt  him  and  the  said  Abernethie ;  And  Alex''  Bowar, 

younger  of  Eincadnim,  her  husband,  for  his  intres,  and  the  tuttora  and 
curators  of  so  many  of  the  saids  defenders  as  are  minors,  if  they  any 
have,  for  ther  entresst.  Mentioning  that  wher  the  deeeast  James  Carle 
of  Irving,  CoUonell  of  the  regiment  of  the  Scotts  guard  for  the  service  of 
the  French  king ;  Sir  Eobert  Murray,  Leivtenant-Collonell  to  the  said 
regiment;  S'  Ballantyne,  ffirst  Captane  and  sairgeant  major; 

the  deceast  Alexander  Lord  Saltoune  and  several  other  persones  therein 
men^ned,  all  in  the  Scotts  regiment  in  France,  be  thir  bond  all  written  in 
French  Language  of  the  dait  the  first  day  of  Apryll  J"vi'^  and  fourtie 
thrie  years,  granted  them  to  be  debitors,  and  obleist  everie  one  for 
another,  and  everie  one  for  the  whoU,  without  deveaioQ  or  decision,  to 
render  and  pay  to  S''  Robert  Murray  of  Preistfield  knight,  designed  in 
the  said  band,  Bobert  Murray,  Scots  merchand  at  Paries,  untill  the 
Bomme  of  tbrettie  thousand  Leivers  Current  that  should  be  uplifted  and 
receaved  be  him  Ihat  comaoded  the  said  regiment  upon  his  precept,  and 
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I  other  Bommes  that  ehould  he  uplifted  and  receaved  be  the  s''  officer 
commanding  the  said  regiment  uotill  the  somme  of  Tbrettic  Thousand 
Leivers  That  ho  should  draw  by  Lrea  of  escLange  upon  the  Baid  S''  Robert 
Uuiray.  The  q'^''  Korame  wca  to  furnish  and  make  Euhsietance  to  the  sa 
Scots  regiment  of  guard  in  France  thttt  uliould  be  occasioned  be  want  of 
(hir  pay  payed  to  them  be  the  French  King  ffor  pay'  of  the  souldiers  of 
the  said  regiment." 

Exceptions  to  the  form  of  the  action  having  been  taken,  but  over- 
ruled, a  more  serious  objection  was  raised  on  the  bond  itself,  which  led 
to  a  remit  of  the  point  in  dispute  to  the  competent  court  in  France, 
On  a  return  by  the  latter  judicatory,  the  Scottish  judges,  as  stated 
in  the  following  extract,  came  to  a  final  decision,  as  appears  in  the 
concluding  note  by  the  Judges  of  the  Court  of  Bcssion,  on  the  5th  of 
July  1673  ;— 

"  Tbairafter  the  said  action  being  called  in  presence  of  the  saids  Lords, 
and  both  parties  compeiring  be  ther  pro'rs,  alovenamed  Tlie  said  Mr 
Andrew  Btrnie  and  pro'ra  foresaid  for  the 

said  Arthur  fl'ocbes,  alleadged  that  ther  could  be  no  proces  snstened  upon 
the  band  produced,  becaus  the  eamen  is  null  be  act  of  Parlia'  wanting 
wryterB  name  and  witoesB,     2'"  The  bond  wes  granted  for  the  use  and 
standing  of  the  regiment,  and  it  is  not  made  appear  that  the  money  was 
so  imployed.     Whereunto  It  wes  ansauered  be  the  persewars  pro'rs  @ 
named  To  the  first,  that  the  bond  being  drawin  in  ffrance  by  souldiers  in 
the  compt  to  hanltis  in  Paris  and  in  the  French  atyll  and  language,  ther 
wea  DO  necessatie  of  such  solennities  which  were  not  rcquisit  be  the  Law 
of  Frannce.    Lykewayes  there  are  threttein  persones  eubscryving,  which 
may  be  witnesses  one  to  another.     And  the  band  is  fortiffied  by  the  sub- 
sequent accompt  in  anno  J'°vi"  and  fourtie  four  years.     To  the  second 
by  the  conception  of  the  bond,  the  money  ie  payable  to  tho  officers  com- 
K    finding  the  regiment;  and  it  appears  by  the  accompt  sub<  be  the  Collonell, 
^L  Leivtenant  Collonell,  and  Major,  that  the  money  was  advanced  and  payed 
^t       S*  Robert  Murray,  and  that  he  wes  repayed  allenarlie  of  Ten  Thousand 
H  '-  which  wholl  dispute  abovewritten  being  this  day  considered  be  the 

H  ™^B,  TLey  (before  ans'^  to  the  dispute  above  written)  AUowes  and 

^H  '4  perss''  to  adduce  what  evidenls  he  can  for  instructing  of  the 

^m  &ance  anent  the  subscrj-ving  of  bands,  whether  they  be 
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Tftlide,  DOi  being  lab^  beAm  witeoi^;  (k,  if  W^ nk^ %•  ■■ 
Gnrntenitherof  ererieooeof  them,  IierteeBidwitBHMitottt 
tion  cf  tbe  renuioeDt  fnLitijtcii^  As  abo  to  adlaee  vk«l  be  ntm  for 
iDiitnicting  that  the  hut  Lofd  Seltoini  did  hoMologrte  the  bend  m 
crmtrcirersie  by  mj  deid  of  hif^  and  hmgiie%  to  the  penevar,  the 

day  of  next  to  come,  with  oontintukm  off  dajee  fior  tiiai 

effect,  Thairafter  Tbe  mid  Alex%  Mr  off  SaUomiy  penewmr,  meanod 
himself  To  tbe  saids  Lords  by  lopplicatioii,  Shewing  that  wher  he  actum 
penewed  at  hi«  instance  againeet  my  Lend  Saltoon  and  otben^  the  ie» 
preeentatives  of  the  deceaat  Loid  Saltoon,  for  pay*  of  ane  aomme  of 
money  conteined  in  ane  band  granted  be  the  deceast  Lord  Saltonn  and 
othoni,  the  oflBcen  of  the  lait  Earle  of  Irvine's  regiment,  to  the  de6east 
B'  Kobert  Hurray,  wherein  ther  is  ane  defence  proponned  that  no  respect 
can  )»n  hw\  to  the  band,  becans  tber  is  no  witnesses  ins**  nor  snbooiyTing. 
To  tlio  which  It  wes  ansuered,  that  tbe  samen  is  ane  militarie  band  and 
niih*  ho  officofH  of  ane  regiment,  And  that  it  is  not  only  tbe  ordinar 
onntomo  in  ffranco  and  other  Nationes  to  subscryve  bands  without  wit- 
nom"  whon  ihnro  are  more  subscryvers  then  one,  as  wes  notour  to  some 
of  ihn  Lordn'  number,  and  may  be  cleared  be  many  persones  in  this  toun. 
An  Sinchiir  of  KossUne,  Mowat  lait  factor  in  France, 

tlohn  IngliH  advocat,  and  such  others  as  the  Lords  pleased  to  call  for, 
ITor  tho  dofonco  wes  onlio  propouned  to  delay  and  frustrat  tbe  petitioner 
of  dilligiMion.  Thor  being  sovcrall  creditors  who  have  action  depending 
of  t)\n  same  natun^  with  whom  Arthur  Forbes  who  propounes  tbe  de- 
fot\oi\  oonourro  and  intcndo  to  have  them  preferred.  And  tberfore 
rmwing  that  tho  naiilH  Lonis  wold  be  pleased,  in  caise  tber  Lordships 
won'  any  wayon  unoloar  in  the  forsaid  defence,  To  call  for  the  forenamed 
|H>iiionoii«  or  any  othon*  tho  Lords  pleased,  That  tbe  petitioner  might  not 
\\o  fanlor  dolayinl,  nor  other  Cnnlitors  prevent  bim  in  dilligence.  Which 
supplication  lH>ing  n^ad  in  pn>soni\>of,  and  c\>nsidered  be  tbe  saids  Lords, 
Thoy  onlaincHl  luquyrio  to  Ih>  takon  anont  tho  Custome,  above  written 
u\H>M  tho  plaiH*  whor  tho  Kn\d,  whiv  h  is  tho  cround  of  the  debait,  wes 
grautovl,  and  for  that  oilivt  th;U  tho  oaioo  Iv  sijiitol  and  tbe  Jndgesi^ 
the  Court  of  tho  pla^v  Iv  do^vnsl  tv>  iro,.;\ro  thozvvADont,  and  to 
th<^r  Jw^l^mowtn  thorauont.  A?  tho  sr^id  suplicaiion  aad  de*~" 
WT\K^  thoi»«  b«im»     And  in   tho  moan  ty»a  OaHli 
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matter  untill  the  said  day.    The  pairties  Compeirand  as  b^  is,  are  waimed 
heirof  apud  acta. 

IIxtr<ictum  de  Libra  ctdorwm  per  me, 

J.  Primbbobb,  CU  Begr, 

5th  of  July  1673,  Pariihus  ut  intus.  The  Lords  hauing  considered 
the  answears  made  to  them  anent  the  quserees  within  specifiit  by  the  Pre- 
sidiall  at  Eheimes  in  ffrance,  Bepels  the  alledgeance  founded  upon  the 
nullittie  of  the  bond  as  wanting  wryter's  name  and  witness  in  respect  of 
the  ansuear  made  therto  and  custom  of  Ehemes. 


IV. 

NOTICE  OF  A  BEEHIVE  HOUSE  IN  THE  ISLAND  OF  ST  KILDA.  By 
Mb  THOMAS  S.  MTJIR.  With  ADDITIONAL  NOTES  by  Captaik 
F.  W.  L  THOMAS,  R.N. 

The  two  little  round  stones  which  are  herewith  sent  to  be  presented 
to  the  Society,  were  brought  by  me  from  St  Kilda  in  July  last. 

Eegarding  their  meaning  and  age,  I  venture  not  to  speculate,  though 
I  should  think  on  these  points  antiquaries  cannot  be  altogether  in  the 
dark,  as  I  am  told  that  objects  of  the  same  type,  and  fashioned  out  of 
the  same  soapy-like  material,  are  common  in  many  of  the  outlying  dis- 
tricts of  the  country,  and  it  strikes  me  I  have  met  with  them  more  than 
once  before,  now  and  then,  among  the  remoter  Hebrides. 

In  the  place,  however,  of  aught  I  could  willingly  say  anent  these  St 
Kilda  specimens,  I  may  mention,  as  probably  next  interesting,  that  the 
spot  where  they  were  dug  up  is  the  floor  of  a  small,  low,  dry-stone 
building,  occupying  the  eastern  acclivity  of  a  deep  valley  in  the  middle 
of  the  island,  called  the  "  Female  Warrior's  Glen.*'  The  house  itself, 
or  "dairy,"  as  Macaulay  terms  it,  is,  though  broken  a  little  here  and 
there  outside,  on  the  whole  entire,  and  in  all  likelihood  not  much,  if  at 
all,  altered  in  any  of  its  features  from  what  it  was  in  Martin's  time.  To 
the  latter 's  account  of  it  (see  "  Voyage  to  Saint  Kilda,  the  remotest  of 
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ail  Uk  lUJtriJM,  paattd  ia  tLtjeu  ICHEO^  ^  &■>  kap*a^I<aM 
•dd  ujtbia^  ot  iapoftsBoe,  imlr^  it  wen  Ait  **"-'"fl  Airidk,  vAitii| 
•Ukovgh  bjTM  aeuM  intendad  to  be  takes  ■■  aaet,  «a  ^ncwaiB- 
TCjr  ■  Bdtiea  «f  tka  gio«Bi-|iiaii. 

SztaMBr,  the  UuifitiK  ii  my  rade  aad  l^fM^  «f  imBdv  OTil 
itif,— J  wawbuHi  aboat  6  orTCeet  ia  hi^^lil.  aoft  ia  O*  avr 
lliriHBB,  wlikti,  M  ttrttu^oii  tfca  alMf  Ayerf  Ae  M^  li—  mfa 
■M*  thM  •  ImC  <r  tm  dow  Ac  psMd. 

TIm  iotanMl  HpBCi  ef  the  eeO  »  alM  uitiiaJy lafc,  mJ  1»  ■»<>- 
Nil  lh<  rm  Im  ruMilwiiil  iiniirtiii  w  JBliwiai^  TWMfliMBtr 
(BMt  thkfaHM,  ad  len  ia  •  ktDd  of  one  BwAj  tovHii  «*  allNt, 
Iwt  do  Mt  ton  (ond  uto  «  eoaplelB  nnit,  the  Mttal  nof  hi^  Imri 
flfhMvydalabidaerMitheMraavopea  ir«e«i  AeMBHHL  n«e 
f>  •  Mpwra  apwtwg  on  the  gmnd  at  the  wot  ^id,ha*  ae  aan^aa 
befdtjrdMwmagtbeiMaeflf  adoocnjr;  aad  thaniBaaaOcr  thiut^ 
thewaflecf  tbewNrfrfeoweahafottath  Ifaiiini.^hJAhai 
tia  At  afftamtn  ot  M  tiaMaitj.  Ob  Oe  VMt  vie  aT  the  ioansf  ia  a 
dbortioBgbpi]lar(— laaifadin  theph«XaMdtheaeaiBftiefq—eaBt 
■kbw,  or  "  bod*,"  u  the  ^idmcM  at  the  nlk,  t«>  Mar  to  CKh  other 
oa  the  wait  aide,  aBdonaJnactljeffcailetolhadaaiwayM  theeaatad. 

At  a  little  diatance  tnm  the  Aaaaan'a  ilailht.  a^  hetseea  it  mi 
the  OH^er  or  Cncked  Bay,  m  Oe  moat  lehhaafcd  of  the  three  eonae- 
M^ed  vdleia  8t  Kilda, called IW        li  i  il,  liilliii  I  ■adtraBth 


Iniilt  perpendicularly  for  three  feot  (and  two  foet  behind],  fnHn  thence 
sloping  rapidly  in  to  the  top. 

"  The  house  is  built  of  raoor-Htonea,  such  as  were  most  conveniently 
near,  and  the  atones  are  not  remarkable  for  size.    The  doorway  (fig.  2, 
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ElevatioD  of  Doorway)  faces  the  line  of  the  valley,  ia  about  3  feet  higli, 
with  inclined  jambs  (see  sketch,  e).  The  central  chamber  (see  plan,  a, 
fig.  3)  is  9  X  11  feet,  and  8  feet  high,  irregularly  oval ;  and  the  arch  is 
formed  by  overlapping  Htonea  in  the  usual  way.  There  has  always  been 
a  hole  (farlens)  at  the  apes,  to  allow  the  smoke  to  escape  and  to  admit 
light ;  the  farlens  would  be  closed  with  a  flagstone  or  turf  in  bad  weather. 

"  Arouncl  the  central  chamber  are  three  doorways  entering  to  irregular 
beehive  chambers  (&,  t,  and  d,  plan,  fig,  2),  identical  in  type  and  style 
with  those  in  the  Fictish  Castle  at  Bragir,  Lewis,  &c.,  tbc.  These  cham- 
bers, in  the  thickness  of  the  wall,  are  irregular  ovale,  about  5  feet  high. 

"  In  the  same  glen,  and  near  this  Tigh^  are  the  ruins  of  at  least  two 
others  of  the  same  kind.  The  Tiqh  na  Banaghm'sgeich  is  identical  with 
one  class  of  the  suporterranean  or  above-ground  Picts'  houses  of  the 
Orkneys ;  fur  which  see  Wilson's  '  Pre-historic  Annals,'  or  my  own  paper 
in  Vol.  XXXIV.  of  the  '  Archaologiu,' 

"  Another  of  these  slmctures  was  on  the  adjacent  island  of  Borrera, 
but  is  now  destroyed. 
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"  I  have  forgattoii  to  say  that  a  ehapeleBB  lump  cif  etone  Hob  a  little 
within  the  doorway  of  the  Amazon's  House  (showu  in  fig.  3,  by  a  black 
point  inside  doorway);  it  may  hayo  been  made  use  of  for  a  table,  or  to 
block  up  the  doorway ;  but  escept  for  the  tradition  that  hero  liie  Heroine 
was  wont  to  lay  her  helmet,  it  would  have  no  interest. 

"  The  Amazon's  House  is  of  the  same  class  with  our  earliest  stone 
buildings — belonging  to  the  era  of  cromlechs,  atone -circles,  Picts'  castles, 
&c. ;  but  whUe  in  other  parts  of  Britain  the  style  and  type  have  vanished 
for  a  thousand  years,  in  the  Onter  Hebrides  we  find  them  (in  the  Bothan 
of  Uig)  continued  to  the  present  day.  ^ 

"  I  had  no  time  to  collect  traditions  about  the  Heroine  ;  Mr  Macdonald 
has  noted,  that  in  the  chamber  marked  e,  the  progenitor  of  the  Macleods 
of  Berueray  was  captured. 

"  Martin,  the  historian  of  St  KilJa,  lias  a  very  good  description  of  thia 
dwelling.  He  says  that  some  of  the  inhabitants  dwelt  in  it  all  summer 
(1697),  thongh  it  was  tUen  some  hundred  years  old.  The  Amazon  was 
famous  in  the  traditions  of  St  Eilda ;  within  her  house  or  dairy  was  a 
stone  on  which  ebe  laid  her  helmet,  and  her  sword  was  placed  on  two 
stones  on  the  oppoaite  side.  In  her  time  there  waa  a  tract  of  dry  land 
between  St  KUda  and  Harris ;  and  as  she  was  fond  of  hunting,  she  would 
slip  her  greyhounde  after  the  deer  in  St  Eilda,  when  they  would  take 
their  course  towards  the  opposite  iales.  Martin  tells  na  that  there  were 
several  other  traditions  concerning  this  tamona  Amazon,  but  he  does  not 
give  them,  for  he  did  not  know  that  tbeae  atories  are  not  the  invention 
of  an  active  imagination,  but  are  the  distorted  and  disjointed  records 
of  fact. 

"  The  Amazon,  who  has  left  her  name  to  a  glen  and  house  in  St  Eilda, 
is  probably  the  same  of  whom  I  find  an  interesting  notice  in  some  manu- 
script volumes  of  the  '  Traditions  of  Lewis,'  written  about  1834:  by  Mr 
D.  Morrison,  a  native  of  Stornoway.  It  forms  part  of  a  genuine  Ossianic 
tale,  and  is  to  the  following  effect : — 

"  About  the  fourth  century,  when  the  Danes  held  violent  possession  of 
some  of  the  north-western  isles  of  Scotland,  the  Fingalians  occasionally 
came  to  the  north  isles  in  queat  of  venison,  which  was  their  principal 
article  of  food.     Thoae  heroes  were  at  one  time  in  Orkney,  and  three  of 
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them,  Tosker/  Eines,  and  CyrilP,  took  a  tour  along  the  coast  of  one  of 
the  islands,  when  they  saw  a  boat  close  by  the  shore  with  only  one  man 
in  her.  The  three  heroes  spoke  to  the  man,  and  asked  him  if  he  had 
any  fish  in  his  boat.  *None,'  said  the  man,  *but  one  king'-fish.*' 
*  Well,'  said  they,  *  we  have  got  a  king  ourselves,  who  is  superior  to 
your  king,  and  you  must  give  the  king'-fish  to  us.'  *  No,'  said  the 
man,  *  I  must  keep  it  for  his  Danish  Majesty,*  who  lives  at  present  in 
one  of  the  adjacent  isles.' 

^'  Those  three  heroes  took  the  fish  from  the  man,  though  he  resisted  to 
the  utmost,  and  one  of  them,  seizing  the  fish  by  the  tail,  used  the  man 
most  cnielly  with  it.  However,  the  poor  boatman  returned  to  his 
Danish  Majesty,  and  told  the  king  how  he  had  been  maltreated  by  the 
three  Fingalian  warriors. 

'^  The  fisherman  so  cruelly  used  was  the  Danish  king's  nursing- father, 
and  his  name  was  Gow  na  Cuan  (properly,  Gobha  a  Chuain),  or  *  the 
Smith  of  the  Ocean.'*    The  Danish  king  resented  the  ill  usage  received 

^  "  Tosker,  i.e.  Osgar,  son  of  Oisin. 

•  Flaithbheart,  a  lady  of  great  power 
Over  ten  ladies  of  comely  habits, 
Gave  birth  to  Osgar,  at  Imchoin  in  the  west — 
She  was  nine  years  the  wife  of  Oisin.' 

P.  12,  Vol.  i.  Trans.  Oss.  Soc,  Dublin. 

2  "  CyriU,  i.e.  Cairrioll  of  the  White  Skin. 

•  Oisin.    There  were  four  men  of  us. 

Who  were  never  vanquished  in  conflict ; 
Faolan  the  liberal,  and  Cairrioll, 
MacLuigheach,  and  Diarmid.' 

P.  78,  Vol.  i.  TrauB.  Oss.  See.,  Dublin. 

9  **  King's-fieh,  probably  that  species  of  dogfish  called  by  sailors  the  Nurse.  That 
this  kind  of  fish  was  formerly  much  esteemed,  is  proved  by  the  Laird  of  Clanronald 
keeping  a  man  whose  only  duty  it  was  to  catch  them ;  and  how  this  fisherman  de- 
ceived his  master  may  be  seen  in  the  *  Traditions  of  Lewis.' 
1^*  **  His  Danish  Majesty's  name  was  Gairbair  Roy,  and  this  king  is  unmistakably 
lologue  of  Cairbre  Liff'echair.  In  fact,  the  story  of  the  Mulletach  is  a  part 
ria  version  of  the  battle  of  Gabhra ;  or  Guare,  as  Mr  D.  Morrison  writes  it." 
jh  the  attributes  of  •  Gobha  (pronounced  Goo)  a  Chuain,*  or  *  the  Ocean 
-tfcely  those  of  Mananan  Mac  Lir,  the  Gaelic  Neptune,  yet  I  have 
e  is  a  prototype  of  the  other.    The  Ocean  Smith  is  well  known 
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by  liis  foster-father,  and  prepared  to  make  reprieftla.  But  tLe  Bmith'a 
wife,  who  was  called  'the  MuUetach,"  went  to  the  king,  and  said, 
'  Stop,  do  not  put  youraelf  to  any  unnecessary  trouble  or  dauger,  for  I 
will  go  and  be  avenged  upon  those  daring  FiugaliaDB  for  the  UBage 
g^ven  to  my  husband.' 

"  This  woman,  Ossian  de-scribed  as  surpaseing  any  man  oi  'vroman  of 
those  times  in  the  amazing  strength  of  her  body,  aa  well  as  in  the 
derful  proficiency  which  this  unrivalled  heroine  exhibited  in  the  field, 
The  Daniah  king,  by  the  Mulletach'a  advice,  delayed  further  proceed' 
ings,  btit  the  Mulletach  took  her  passage  to  Ireland,  where  the  Fingal' 
ians  were  at  that  time. 

"  This  heroine  landed  and  went  at  once  towards  the  Fingalians'  camp 
and  she  got  herself  so  slily  into  tho  midst  of  the  camp,  and,  says  Oaetan, 
the  system  of  warfare  used  by  this  wild  woman  on  that  day  was  to  them, 
as  they  beheld  it,  truly  terrifi.c.  The  Mulletach  was  so  fuU  of  revenge, 
and  BO  active  with  her  arras  in  both  hands,  that  before  they  could  look 
about  them,  she  bod  killed  one  hundred  of  their  number,  and  among 
these  was  a  son  of  the  king. 

"  Fingal,  seeing  this  unexpected  slaughter  of  his  men,  ordered  Toaker, 
Gaul,^  Ossian,^  and  others,  to  engage  and  atop  the  fatal  play  of  this 
in  tlie  Lewis ;  for  it  is  told  that,  coming  from  Irelnnd  vith  a  baabet  of  coala  on  hii 
bocb,  be  gave  himself  a  shako  nlien  at  tbe  mouth  of  Loch  Roag,  and  the  pieces  that 
leU  out  of  tbe  basket  now  form  the  group  of  ialanda  and  tocbe  at  the  Dorth  end  of 
Bemoray.  He  had  a  'smiddj,'  bIao,  near  Little  Bernoray,  now  suat  beneath  the 
ocean,  but  fishermen  bring  up  the  a!ag  of  the  furnace  on  tbutr  line*,  ahich  atteats 
tbe  fact. 

1  "  MnlJetach.  Tiiere  was  Bome  difficulty  in  bunting  up  the  meaning  nf  this  word, 
but  it  ia  probably  only  another  form  of  Moralltacb,  which  would  mean  '  The  Greatly 
Savage.'  If  tbis  reading  ia  correct,  '  A  Mhoralltach  Min  Ruaidb  Mnireann' would 
be  '  Tho  Oreatly-Savage  Soft-skinned,  Red-haired  Muireann:'  Muircann  being  *  a 
frequent  proper  name  for  women  among  tbe  ancient  Irieb.''  It  ia  eiplaiood  aa 
meaning  mer-fhinn  =  long-baired.  (P.  202,  Vol.  iv.,  Dublin  Oas.  Soc.)  It  ap- 
pears that  Moralltacb  was  the  sword  of  Mananan,  and  that  it  gave  tbe  finishing 
stroke  at  tbe  first  blow.     (Vol.  iii.  ditto.) 

'  "Gaul,  i.e.,  Goll  Mac  Moma,  or  "  Ooll  of  the  Arms,  tho  chief  of  chienaiiu." 
(P.  144,  Vol.  v.,  Dublin  Oas.  Soc.) 

>  "Ossian,  i.e.  Oisin  Mac  Fhinn.  So  much  has  been  said  and  written  about  tbis  indi- 
vidual, that  little  more  need  be  added,  except  lo  remsrii,  that  a  narrow  close  oFarchsn- 
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heroiDe.  Tosker  and  the  others  engaged  her  with  their  javelins,  but 
the  Mulletach  defended  herself  vonderfully  clever,  for  she  could  use 
either  of  her  hands  at  whatever  weapon  she  made  use  of.  But  so  irre- 
sistihle  were  Tosker's  strokes,  which  he  dealt  with  an  impetuosity  highly 
admirable  not  only  to  me,  his  father — says  Oseian — but  to  aU  the 
hosts  as  they  beheld  the  awful  play  between  Tosker  my  eon,  and  the 
Malletach  ou  this  duy. 

"Thiaunmatched  woman  was  all  of  her  body  coat-of-mailed  bo  securely 
that  neither  Tosker  not  Gaul's  strokes  had  their  wonted  fatal  effects, 
and  she  seemed  to  be  invulnerable ;  but  at  length  Tosker  got  her  back 
to  a  rock,  but  even  then  she  kept  them  off  by  her  javehns.  Tosker  then 
said  to  Gaul,  "  Level  you  upon  her  and  keep  her  back  to  the  rock,  while 
I  go  away  for  &  few  moments."  Tosker  went  right  above  her  head,  and 
let  fall  a  large  stone,  which  struck  ber  on  the  head,  and  by  this  blow  she 
expired  itn mediately. 

"The  description  that  Ossiao  gave  of  this  battle,  and  also  of  this 
woman,  is  interesting  indeed,  as  well  aa  amazing.  For  be  said  that 
when  bis  son  Tusker  had  got  the  Mulletach's  back  to  the  rock,  that 
Fingal,  by  consent  of  his  men,  ofTered  ber  many  valuable  gift^,  and  the 
freedom  of  going  away  without  any  more  fight  with  bis  men.  But  this 
heroine  said  that  she  would  rather  take  home  the  heads  of  Tosker,  Bines, 
and  Cyrill,  than  all  the  wealth  of  Ireland. 

"  Gobha  a'  Chuain,  the  husband  of  the  heroine,  as  soon  as  he  learned 
of  the  death  of  his  sponse,  set  soil  for  the  Orkney  Islands,  and  reported 
the  fatal  issue  of  the  late  engagement.  The  Danish  king  asked  Gobha 
a'  Chuain  where  did  he  leave  the  Mulletach.  The  Smith  of  the  Ocean 
eaid  that  Fingal'a  heroes  killed  her,  "Fingare  heroes,"  replied  the 
king;  "no,  I  will  not  believe  it."    Sayeth  the  king. 


"  Oir  mnt  do  ahluig  talamh  toll  i 
No  muT  do  blintli  rnnir  ileamhuinu  lorn  i 
Cha  tolib  oca  an  Eiciu  thall  aa  mhaibluulh  a  Mliuletach." 


in  revenge  of  a  dinlioncst  appropriatian  attempted  man;  jeait 
ire  to  keep  himeelf,  and  all  that  baa  been  done  in  bis  name,  to 
getting  he  i»  as   luiicli  llie  property  of  the  Albannncii   ai   tU« 


233  PR0GEBDIKG8  OF  THE  80CIBTT  OF 

That  is : 

**  For  unless  a  hole  in  the  ground  swallowed  her, 
Or  unless  the  smooth  slippery  sea  drowned  her, 
They  had  not  in  Eirin  over  as  many  as  could  kill  the  Mulletach." 

But  the  Smith  eaid — 

"  Gha  do  mharbh  1  ach  an  Fheinn 
'A  bhindhinn  bharr  nach  toirear  cis 
Tha  lad  Ullamh  laidir  luath 
Ro  ealamh  dearbh  chollgannt." 

That  is : 

"  (Who)  did  not  kill  her  but  the  Feinn, 
The  band  from  whom  tribute  cannot  be  taken. 
They  are  active,  strong,  and  swift. 
Most  expert  (and)  truly  active."^ 

*'  So  much  for  the  Mulletach,  Min  Buadh  Mairinn ;  or  Mulletach,  the 
soft-skinned,  red-haired  Mairinn,  who,  I  conjecture,  is  the  renowned 
Amazon  of  St  Kilda.  We  have  so  few  myths  connected  with  our  Pic- 
tish  antiquities,  that  the  legends  which  can  yet  be  saved  will  be  the 
more  valued  from  their  comparative  scarcity.  Besides  the  above,  the 
worthy  historian  of  the  Lewis  makes  mention  of  the  giant-builders  of 
some  of  the  Pictish  Duns,  and  of  their  battles  with  the  Fingalians, 
tales  bearing  the  tone  and  manner  of  antiquity,  like  those  which  the 
intelligence  and  industry  of  Mr  Campbell  has  rescued  from  obb'vion 
to  stimulate  the  imagination  of  the  poet,  and  the  analytical  sagacity 
of  the  historian." 

^  '*  My  Gktolic  instructor,  Mr  John  Morrison,  has  translated  these  verses,  and  the 
credit  is  also  duo  to  him  for  the  stiU  more  difficult  task  of  reading  and  spelling  his 
name8ake*s  Gaelic." 
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NOTICE  OF  THE  "QUIGRICIl,"   OR  CltOZlER  OF  SAINT  FILLAN.     Bv 
DANIEL  WILSON,   LL.D.,  Hon,  Meb.  8.A.Scx)t.,  Pbofessob  of  Enoush 

LtTKB4TCBE,  TuRONTO. 

Mr  Laing  read  the  following  extracts  of  a  letter  be  hod  jiiBt  received 
from  Dr  Wilson  in  reference  to  the  Crozier  uf  Saint  Ftllan,  uod  presented 
the  three  iihutograjjliB  of  the  relic  sent  to  the  Society. 

■'  Dniver8:ty  Colleoe,  Tobonto,  March  7, 1859. 

"  My  dbae  Sih, — I  have  thia  week  despatched  to  my  brother,  through 
B  private  op]iortunity,  three  photographic  views  of  the  Quigrich  to  he 
banded  over  to  you  for  the  Society  of  Anticjuaries.  From  the  nature  of 
the  object,  it  doea  not  admit  bo  readily  of  copying  by  means  of  photo- 
graph as  some  other  articlcB  would ;  but  the  views  will  at  any  rate  give 
you  Home  tolerable  means  of  judging  of  the  original ;  and  if  they  recall 
the  Bender  to  some  of  my  old  friends  I  ehall  be  gratified.  I  have  made 
a  careful  drawing,  and  purpose  to  have  it  lithographed  for  the  Cutiadiao 
Journal.  If  I  get  it  at  all  well  executed,  I  shall  send  you  copies.  Would 
you  kindly  communicate  to  me  anything  additional  to  what  is  already 
published  in  the  Transactions  about  the  Quigrich  1  Does  Barbour  eay 

anything  about  it  in  the  Bruce  ? I  have  not  yet  bad 

an  opportunity  of  conversing  with  Alexander  Dewar,  the  owner  of  tho 
Quigrich,  and  his  use  of  the  pen  ie  by  do  means  that  of  a  ready  writer. 
When  I  can  get  hold  of  him,  I  shall  Eubmit  to  you  any  traditions  or 
superstitions  associated  with  the  relic  that  I  can  glean  from  him  ;  mean- 
while, hero  are  its  dimensions,  {See  Plate  XXVI.)  It  is  silver  gilt, 
massive,  and  wrought  on  a  copper  core.  The  price  asked  for  it  must,  1 
fear,  preclude  the  idea  of  its  return  to  Scotland,  but  I  was  sorry  that  you 
BO  Enmmarily  rejected  my  proposal.  I  was  in  hope  that,  stimulated  hy  a 
liberal  promise  from  you,  Scotsmen  might  ultimately  he  induced  here  to 
■operate  so  heartily  that  we  might  be  able  to  dispense  with  your  aid. 

ut  your  letter  put  an  effectual  stop  to  any  effort  \  and  the  present  state 
'ftucial  affairs  here  does  not  admit  of  any  reneijral  of  the  attempt." 
illuaion  has  reference  to  a  letter  which  Dr  Wilson  had  previously 
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addre^SL'U  to  Mr  Liiiiig  on  the  suliject,  to  be  laid  before  the  Society,  in 
the  hope  that  the  Members  would  exert  themselveB  to  raise  a  very  con- 
siderable sum  for  purchasing  this  valuable  and  interesting  relic.  The 
price,  however,  that  was  set  upon  it  rendered  the  proposed  scheme 
impracticable.    This  letter,  dated  June  1st,  1858,  begins  aa  follows : — 

"  Since  I  came  to  Canada,  I  bave  made  repeated  attempts  to  get  sight 
of  the  Quigrich  of  Saint  Fillan,  of  which  you  know ;  and  now  at  length 
have  it  lying  before  me.  I  need  not  remind  you  that  it  is  figured  in  Vol, 
III.  of  the  ArcheeoIogiaScottoa,  and  copied  from  it  in  my  Prehist.  Annala. 
The  drawing,  however,  ie  by  no  meaus  accurate.  It  is  a  most  beautilul 
tmd  massive  relic,  and  one  which  it  is  lamentable  to  think  should  bo 
anywhere  out  of  Scotland.  You  have  nothing  in  the  Museum,  not  even 
i/te  Maiden,  to  compare  with  it  in  historic  interest ;  and  its  beauty  as  a 
work  of  art  will  compare  with  anything  in  the  R.  I.  Academy  at  Dublin. 
1  have  accordingly  been  trying  if  it  is  possible  to  secure  it  for  Edin- 
burgh. The  owner  puts  uo  slight  value  on  it.  He  deliberately  aaka 
L.500  Halifax  currency,  equal  to  1.400  sterling ;  and  as  he  refused  L.300 
from  Lord  Elgin,  I  do  not  anticipate  any  abatement." 

Cr  Wilson  bas,  since  the  date  of  these  letters,  communicated  a  detailed 
account  of  the  Quigrich,  and  a  full-sized  drawing  as  a  plate,  to  tbe 
"  Canadian  Journal,"  No.  XXIV,,  1850.  Separate  copies  of  this  com- 
munication have  been  received  and  distributed  amongst  the  author's 
friends  in  this  country;  the  Society  voting  their  cordial  thanks  to  Dr 
Wilson  for  the  patriotic  interest  he  has  taken  in  the  endeavour  to  secure 
this  precious  relic  for  our  national  Museum. 

Tbe  relic  itself  being  so  interesting,  it  was  thought  of  sufficient  im- 
portance to  take  this  occasion  of  giving,  from  the  various  drawings 
and  photographu,  an  accurate  rep  resent  at  ion  of  it  in  the  Society's 
Proceedings  :  see  Plate  SXVI.  It  may  be  added,  that  there  is  a  variety 
in  the  pattern  on  the  two  sides  of  the  Crozier;  the  lozenge -shaped  divi- 
sions of  the  ornameut  on  the  side  figured  being  more  regular,  both  in 
shape  and  size,  than  on  the  other  side.  Some  early  and  interesting 
documents  connected  with  this  Crozier  are  printed  in  the  "Spalding 
Miscellany,"  vol.  iii.,  and  in  the  Preface  by  Mr  Innea  to  "The  Block 
Hook  of  Taymoulli,;'  p.  xxxv.     Edin,  1866,  4to. 
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Tuesday,  lOth  April  1859. 

The  Rev.  WILLIAM  STEVENSON,  D.D.,  in  the  Chair. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  balloted  for,  and  admitted  Fellows  of 
the  Society : — 

Robert  Hutchison  of  Carlowrio,  Esq. 
John  Paton,  Esq. 

Mr  Stuaet  reported  from  the  Committee  on  the  subject  of  Treasure 
Trove,  that  upwards  of  10,000  copies  of  the  official  circulars,  announcing 
the  new  arrangements  whereby  the  finders  of  ancient  remains  in  gold 
and  silver  will  be  entitled  to  receive  from  the  Exchequer  their  full  in- 
trinsic value  on  being  delivered  up,  have  now  been  distributed  in  the 
various  counties  of  Scotland. 

The  Museum  of  the  Society  was  now  necessarily  closed,  in  order  to 
enable  the  Curators  to  make  arrangements  for  the  approaching  removal 
of  its  contents  to  the  new  apartments  in  the  Eoyal  Institution. 

The  following  donations  to  the  Library  and  Museum  were  laid  on  the 
table,  and  thanks  voted  to  the  donors  : — 

The  Boman  Wall,  and  Illustrations  of  the  principal  Vestiges  of  Roman 
Occupation  in  the  North  of  England,  consisting  of  plans  of  the  military 
works,  the  stations,  camps,  ancient  ways,  and  other  remains  of  the  earlier 
periods,  in  the  northern  counties.  From  original  surveys  made  by  direc- 
tion of  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  NoEXHUiiBSELAND,  K.G.  By  Hbney 
Maclauchlan.   (Printed  for  private  distribution.)   Folio.    London,  1857. 

Memoir  written  during  a  Survey  of  the  Roman  WaU,  through  the 
Counties  of  Northumberland  and  Cumberland,  in  the  years  1852-1854, 
made  by  direction  of  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Noethumbebland,  K.G. 
By  Hbnbt  Maclauchlan.  8vo.  London  (Printed  for  private  circula- 
tion).    1858. 

The  Watling  Street :  The  chief  line  of  Roman  communication  leading 
across  the  counties  of  Durham  and  Northumberland,  from  the  river  Swale 
to  the  Scotch  border.    With  enlarged  plans  of  the  stations  and  camp  ad- 
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jocent  to  the  line.  From  origiaal  surveys  mode  by  directioa  of  His 
Grace  the  Dcini  or  Nobtocubesukd,  K.G.  By  Hkxbt  Maclauchus. 
In  one  Tol.  folio,     Lon^ion,  1852. 

Memoir  written  during  a  Survey  of  the  Watling  Street,  from  the  Tees 
to  the  Scotch  Bonier,  in  the  years  1850-1851,  Made  by  direction  of  his 
Grace  the  Dckb  or  NoKTinniBERUJ(i>,  on  the  occasion  of  the  meetiug  of 
the  Archeological  Institute  at  Newcastle-upon-Tyne.  By  Hkkkt  Mac- 
LAucHLAit.    8vo,     London,  1852. 

By  Hia  Grace  the  Ddkb  or  Nobthtmbbklaxd,  E.G. 

Bronze  Annlet  found  near  Plnnlon  Castle,  Eirkcndbrightshire.  By 
WaLiAii  M'EwBir,  Esq.,  M.D.,  Chester. 

It  was  first  exhibited  at  a  meeting  of  the  AicliKological  Institute, 
London,  9th  Jannaiy  1859,  and  ia  figured  (see  annexed  woodcut)  and  de- 
scribed iu  the  "  Archffiologjcal  Journal,"  No.  62,  pp.  194, 195,  ae  foIIowB:— 

"A  Bronze  Armlet,  found  in  a  turbary  near  Pluutou  Castle,  co.  Kiik- 
cndbrigfat,  in  1826.  About  four  miles  to  the  east  of  the  spot  are  remains 
of  an  eitensive  encampment,  supposed  to  be  of  the  Boman  period,  called 


the  Doon  of  Enrick,  near  the  locality  known  as  Gatehouse  o 
This  curious  relic  is  fi.>rmed  of  thin  bronze  plate,  vith  r> 
menta  hammered  op,  and  minute  punctnres,  of  whifih 
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nncertdn ;  it  coaeiHts  of  two  pieces,  wliicU  are  lunged  together,  bo  tbat 
the  armlet  might  readily  be  opeoed,  and  adjusted  to  the  ttrm.  The 
ornamentation,  aa  will  be  Been  by  the  accompanjing  woodcut  (fig.  1, 
originat  size),  is  of  the  peculiar  type,  of  which  a  bronze  scabbard  foond 
near  the  Pentland  Hills,  and  an  umqne  bronze  collar  found  in  Rox- 
bnighBhire,  are  good  eiamplea.  Both  those  olijecta  are  in  the  Museum 
of  the  Antiquaries  of  Scotland,  and  they  have  been  figured  in  Dr 
Wilson's  'Pre-historic  Annals,'  pp.  441,  451.  Various  ohjects  which 
appear  to  belong  to  the  same  period  and  clasB  of  ancient  remains  have 
also  been  found  in  England ;  their  origin  has  been  ascribed  to  the  Celtic 
races,  and  most  probably  to  the  tribes  inhabiting  Britain.  Their  peculiar 
character  will  be  exemplified  in  the  '  Hor^  Ferales,'  announced  for  pub- 
lication by  the  late  Mr  Kemble,  and  which  Mr  Franks  has  undertaken 
to  edit.  See  some  remarks  on  these  relics  in  the  '  Proceedings  of  the 
Society  of  Antiquaries  of  London,"  Vol.  IV.  p.  144." 

[To  allow  the  reader  to  compare  the  peculiar  character  of  the  oma- 
mentfttioD  on  the  different  articles  referred  to  in  this  quotation,  we  have 


given  the  annexed  sketches  (figs,  2  and  3),  for  the  use  of  which  the  Society 
is  indebted  to  Measrs  Sutherland  and  Knox,  publiaherB,  Edinburgh. 


TIm  bfom*  maammA  m  «aBu  aSemt  to  (m*  «wd- 
ettfig,  a^  which  fa  iatto  ¥■■■■■  rf  tWSaejjlR  — 
(o«*4  ftWi«tirfta  bat  ban  Un  nrfTr.  -rtaa  iHgglift  ■ 
9tU,  tm  \m,  M  tiM  vMt  «nd  of  the  ntk^i  «(  ITlilitil, 
RMlmBlMUrft.  TUaooIUr.libUMsnlatiliMAki^C* 
la  Um  nidlb  if  om  »]«,»  m  to  admit  of  ito  bto^c 
f«t  Ml  md  «ff  at  pkaavre ;  the  loag  iliimrtar  of  the 
oval  tfpming,  tha  teuw*«M  oo^  Meaaiee  6  iitclfea,  by 
ffy^  IfMbaa  aoTDM.  It  kaa  beaa  wnnweiai  by  aoiaa  th^ 
II  nlffbt  hare  been  woni  on  the  head,  bat  appeata  more 
|rr'itialfly  to  Itare  lieen  tueJ  u  ■  collar,  from  ite  kize,  wa 
»ntl  «■  lijr  till)  krrariKemeDt  of  its  binge,  and  the  genenl 
»ly\u  lit  iU  iiniaincntBtion ;  the  flat,  and  most  richly  or- 
iiMriciitwl  {ii/rlii>i)  IwiHK  I'I^hI  BpI'^reDtly  where  it  would 
im  Ircul,  fW"ti,  Ijihk  ou  tho  front  of  the  ne«k  ;  the  vertical 
liliiKOil  (I'lilioii  lH>itig  at  tbe  back  port.  The  character 
if[  llin  iirtiMJii'iil  111)  It,  a«  necn  in  the  woodcut  (fig.  2),  is 
«inr<tly  •ItiillHr  tn  that  iiii  the  anulct,  and  the  arraiige- 
rriPiit  fur  (Iih  ii|ii>riiti)(  and  ehuttiitg  of  each  is  Biinilar. 
Mri  Old  iititufiv  Bniljliard  (woodcut,  fig.  3)  referred  to, 
wllloll  WH*  riiiiii'l  iit-ar  the  Peutland  Hills,  and  ia  also  in 
Ilia  Mtmeiliri  of  (be  Morioty,  the  similarity  of  the  oma- 
Itlfllt  !■  imt  «i>  pxact,  tliouKh  the  reBemhlauce  is  very 
iti)M«ldi>rnlili>.  I<  mcuNiiroH  2!1)  inches  in  leugtb,  and  Ij 
lliiill  aoroM  tiiP  t"|''  ^^  ^""^  '^  ^'^''y  peculiar,  and 
II'  U  wn*  iiiikd  M  a  ■oabbnnl,  wuulil  appear  to  be  adapted 
hir  m'l-lvluK  only  aii  cio«oding]y  narrow  and  sharp- 
imilitKil  I'IhiIp.) 

Nil  !4|»<i>iiiiFni  tifanoicnt  round -fhaped  Urns  of  differ- 
ent alftiM  Hltd  iiliai>Mi,  tviniQ  uTDamonlcd  with  wavy  lines 
IH  ttiil  <'itlii*lv;  round  in  aiici»iit  tomW  and  cairns  at  Coim- 
linl»r*,  ll<*Ar  (li<«  Ni>ilgli<>rnee,  India.  By  Aun.  Hdxtsk, 
li!»ti,M,U. 

I'h>t^fi'il<»|i7i  i>r  llt^  Sooicly  iif  Anliqaariea  of  London, 
V»l.lV.N>v47,«wv  IrtTOloH,  ISST.  Uet  or  the  Society 
•tf   Anlii)Maii'>it  i^f  l/<m>ton,  A^ml  1$58,  Sto.    By  the 

Re.  8. 
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Canadmn  Journal,  New  Series,  No.  XV.  for  May  1858.    8vo.    Toronto, 
1858-     By  the  Casadian  iNSTiTtTB,  Toronto. 

The  following  communication  was  read  : — 


A  PAPEB  ON  THE  SUBJECT  OF  BURNS'S  PISTOLS.     By  tub  Right  Rkv. 
BISHOP  GILLIS. 

This  communication  having,  at  the  request  of  the  Memhere,  been 
printed  for  sale  as  a  separate  pamphlet  (8vo,  pp.  44),  it  ia  not  con- 
sidered necessary  to  reprint  the  whole  of  ita  controversial  atatements, 
but  simply,  with  a  brief  introductory  notice,  to  extract  the  passages  that 
relate  more  immediately  to  Bishop  G-illis's  gift  to  the  Society. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  on  the  occasion  of  the  recent  celebration  in 
memory  of  Bums,  Bishop  G-illis  preBentcd  to  the  Society  a  brace  of 
pistols  as  those  which  had  bclon<;ed  to  the  National  Bard.  It  was  stated 
that  they  had  been  given  to  the  late  Dr  Maxwell,  of  Dumfries,  by  the 
poet  when  on  his  deathbed ;  that  Dr  Maxwell  had  brought  them  with  him 
when  he  removed  to  Edinbnrgh  in  1834,  and  that  they  had  remained  in 
the  same  custody  from  the  period  of  his  death  till  the  present  time. 

Shortly  after  the  Centenary,  a  paragraph  appeared  in  the  "  Illustrated 
Loudon  News,"  in  which  the  writer,  after  sneering  at  the  idea  of  the 
genuineness  of  the  pistols  thus  presented  to  the  Society,  brought  to  light 
other  two  brace  of  pistols  claiming  to  be  those  of  Burns.  The  one  be- 
longed to  the  grandson  of  the  person  to  whom  Dr  Maxwell  had  presented 
them ;  but  this  brace  was  also  pronounced  to  he  spurious.  The  other 
brace  of  pistols,  it  was  alleged,  had  been  bought  in  1834  by  Allan  Cun- 
ningham the  poet,  to  whose  widow  they  still  belonged,  and  these  pistols 
were  declared  to  he  the  only  genuine  relics  of  the  hard. 

Bishop  GiUis  commenced  his  paper  by  acknowledging  a  mistake  into 
which  he  had  fallen  when  he  presented  the  poet's  pistols  to  the  Society. 
These,  aJter  the  death  of  Dr  Maxwell,  came  into  the  possession  of  his 
cousin,  the  late  Mr  Menzies  of  Fitfoddels,  in  whose  bouse  at  Greenhill 
Dr  Maxwell  died,  and  in  which  house  the  pistols  remained  after  the 
death  of  Mr  Menzies.  Bishop  Gillie  was  not  aware  that  Mr  Menzies  was 
,   poeseflsed  of  any  pistols  except  those  inherited  by  him  from  Dr  Maxwell, 
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aud  sent  a  pair  which  caught  hie  eye  shortly  before  the  Centeouy,  I 
the  belief  tbat  they  were  the  much-prized  weapons  of  the  Bard.  These 
tiimed  out  to  be  a  pair  hoiigbt  by  Mr  Menzies  from  Mr  John  Barton  io 
1813 ;  and  it  waa  ouly  after  attention  bad  been  directed  to  the  circum- 
stancea  that  a  fresh  eearch  was  made,  which  led  to  tlie  discovery  of  the 
genuine  pistols  of  the  poet,  lying  quite  close  to  the  place  where  the  first 
brace  had  been  stowed. 

As  both  the  other  competing  braces  of  pistols  were  also  alleged  to  have 
been  givea  by  the  poet  to  Dr  tfaxwell,  and  to  have  been  bought  at  the 
sale  of  his  efiects,  Bishop  Gillis  proceeded  in  his  paper  to  give  a  history 
of  their  descent.  The  first  set,  now  belonging  to  the  grandson  of  the 
person  to  whom  Dr  Maxwell  is  said  to  have  presented  them,  wae  shown 
to  have  belonged  to  Provost  Fraser  of  Dumfries;  and  it  appeared  that 
the  daughter  of  this  gentleman  never  heard  him  speak  of  the  pistols 
as  those  of  Burns  ;  and  farther,  that  although  Provost  Fraser  had  bought 
them  at  the  salo  of  Dr  Maxwell's  effects,  it  was  proved,  by  variouB  wit- 
nesses, that  the  pistols  of  Bums  were  specially  reserved  from  that  sale, 
and  sent  to  Dr  Maxwell's  residence  in  Edinburgh.  It  was  therefore 
plain  that  the  pistols  referred  to  by  the  correspondent  of  the  "  IllustrBtad 
London  News"  had  no  claim  to  be  considered  those  of  Bums.  ^^H 

Bishop  G-iUis  commenced  his  paper  as  follows : —  ^^| 

"  In  availing  myself  of  the  privilege  you  have  ao  kindly  granted  mo, 
of  submitting  in  person  to  your  learned  Society  the  Paper  I  now  rise  to 
read  on  the  subject  of  Bums's  Pistols,  I  cannot  but  feel  that  the  first  duty 
I  have  to  perform,  is  to  apologise,  as  I  now  beg  leave  to  do,  for  a  mistake, 
— easily  accounted  for  and  rectified,— and  into  which  I  have  both  unfor- 
tunately aniljcfrlunalely  fallen,  with  reference  to  these  relics  of  our  national 
Bard.  Unfortunately,  in  as  far  as  it  has  proved  the  occasion  of  a  sneer- 
ing remark  by  an  anonymous  writer  in  a  London  newspaper,  against  your 
too  confiding  reliance  on  my  accuracy ;  yet  fortunately,  since  it  has 
forced  upon  myself,  as  a  work  of  atonement,  the  pleasing  task  of  gather- 
ing together  for  your  acceptance,  such  a  body  of  evidence  on  the  vexed 
question  before  us,  as  must,  I  think,  satisfy  any  reasonable  man  tbat  the 
claims  to  the  possession  of  Burns's  pistols,  set  up  by  Allan  Cunningham 
and  others,  have  at  last  been  incontestably  exploded ;  and  that  no  one 
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can  in  future  pretend  to  seek  for  the  genuine  weapons  of  the  poet  but 
where  they  now  are,  and  ought  to  be — viz.,  within  the  Halls  of  the 

Society  of  the  Antiquaries  of  Scotland 

"  In  answer,  then,  to  the  question  which  the  irony  of  its  first  para- 
graph is  intended  to  set  off — ^viz.,  *  Are  these  the  pistols  worn  by  the 
illustrious  poet  on  his  excise  expeditions  against  the  smugglers  on  the 
coast  of  Solway  ?*  I  can  now  have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  They  are  not 
— as  will  at  once  appear  from  the  following  receipt : — 

"  *  Received,  Feb.  20th,  1813,  of  Mr  Msnzdes,  Thirty-one  pounds,  ten 
shillings,  for  a  pair  of  double-barrelled  pistols,  and  a  mahogany  case  and 
apparatus. 

" '  L.31,  10s.  John  Babton.* 

"  Having  thus  candidly  avowed  my  mistake,  let  me  briefly  account  for 
it ;  and,  after  setting  aside  all  opposing  claims,  establish  beyond  a  doubt 
that  the  genuine  pistols  of  Bobert  Eums  are  those  now  lying  on  the  table 
before  you. 

"  Twenty  years  and  more  had  passed  away — years  for  me  replete  with 
other  thoughts  than  any  connected  with  the  Ayrshire  Bard — since  my 
eye  had  happened  to  light  on  these  painful  memorials  of  his  country*s 
ingratitude.  The  recollection,  however,  of  the  ganger's  pistols,  had 
remained  in  my  mind,  associated  with  the  idea  of  green  baize  coverings; 
and  on  my  attention  being  accidentally  called,  shortly  before  the  Cen- 
tenary, to  the  case  containing  Barton's  pistols — which  case  is  also  con- 
spicuous for  its  green  baize  linings — I  naturally  enough  mistook  one  set 
of  pistols  for  the  other,  never,  that  I  remember,  having  given  credit  to 
my  extremely  pacific  friend,  the  late  Mr  Menzies  of  Pitfoddels,  for  being 
possessed  of  any  such  deadly  weapons ;  although  the  soiled  state  of  the 
powder-flask  I  can  now  easily  account  for,  from  what  I  know  to  have 
been  the  habits  of  several  of  his  young  friends,  and  his  own  kindness 
towards  them. 

"  Within  very  few  days  after  the  appearance  of  the  article  in  the 
columns  of  the  *  Illustrated  News,'  the  Bard's  pistols,  in  their  green 
baize  bags,  were  discovered,  in  a  box  near  the  very  spot  whence  Barton's 
had  been  taken  ;  when,  of  course,  the  nature  of  my  mistake  immediately 
flashed  upon  me,  as  well  as  the  circumstance  which  had  led  to  it 
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1  other,  Provoe^^^ 


"  Here,  again,  comes  Mr  Alexandor  Howat'a  own  mother, 
Fraser'a  lUughter,  admitting  anew  that  '  she  never  heard  her  father  say 
that  these  pistols  belonged  to  Burns,'  and  that  the  oitly  evidence  for 
supposing  them  to  be  such  was,  '  thot  they  were  bought  at  the  sale  of  Dr 
Maxwell's  property.'  But  if  bought  for  Provost  Frasor,  as  thoy  unques- 
tionably were,  at  the  sale  of  Dr  Maxwell's  property  in  Dumfries  in  May 
1834,  they  could  not  possibly  have  been  given  to  Provost  Fraser  by  Dr 
Maxwell,  when  '  Ae  died'  here  in  Edinburgh  some  five  months  later.  . 

"In  further  refutation  of  the  alleged  deathbed  gift  by  Dr  Maxwell  to 
Mr  Hastings'  '  aged  friend ;'  I  may  add,  that  from  the  time  Dr  Maxwell 
loft  Dumfries,  previous  to  the  sale,  about  the  latter  end  of  May  1834,  to 
the  day  of  his  death,  on  the  1 3th  of  October  folloiring,  I  lived  constantly 
with  bim  here  in  Edinburgh  in  the  same  house,  and  as  a  member  of  the 
same  family ;  having  every  opportunity  of  knowing  the  state  of  health 
he  was  then  in,  and  which  was  such,  that  during  all  that  time  he  saw 
no  one  from  without,  save  his  medical  advisers,  until  '  he  died,'  I  may 
say,  in  my  arms  ;  and  I  can,  therefore,  safely  aver,  that  at  no  time  during 
the  whole  of  that  period  was  any  such  gentleman  as  Provost  Froser  ever 
heard  of  as  having  set  his  foot  within  the  door. 

"  Finally,  as  irrefragihle  testimony  that  the  pistols  in  question  were  not 
given  by  Dr  Maxwell  to  Provost  Fraser,  but  were  bought  for  the  latter  at 
Dr  Maxwell's  sale,  I  beg  to  produce  here  for  inspection,  the  original  roup 
roll,  where  stands  at  p.  21,  the  following  entry,  bearing  witness  to  the 
article  sold,  to  the  name  of  the  purchaser,  and  to  the  price  paid  for  it : — 

'  A  0A8B  OF  nSTOLS — PROVOBT  FKAeEB^L.2,  (is.'  " 

Bishop  Gillia,  in  the  course  of  hia  communication,  produced  the  various 
letters,  ronp-roUs,  and  receipts,  proving  beyond  all  question  that  no 
articles  presented  by  Bums  to  Dr  Maxwell  were  included  among  the 
effects  disposed  of  at  the  sale  of  his  housebold  property  in  Edinburgh, 
and  pointing  out  the  two  strouge  contradictory  statements  by  Allan  Cun- 
ningham in  the  first  and  second  editions  of  his  "Life  of  Bums,"  regarding 
the  brace  of  pistols  in  bis  own  custody.  Bishop  Gillis  summed  up  the 
discussion  in  the  following  terms  : — 

"  I  trust,  Mr  Chairman  and  Gentlemen,  I  may  not  now  be  deemed  over 
bold,  if  I  venture  to  think  that  I  have  satisfactorily  disproved  the  claim 
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set  up  by  Allan  Cuimiiighttm  to  the  poasessiou  of  Butns'a  piBtole — having 
produced  incontrovertible  evidence  as  to  the  fact,  that  whereas  the  pistols 
given  by  Bums  to  Dr  Maxwell  were  not,  as  asserted,  eold  '  at  a  puhlio 
auction  in  1S34;'  those  bought  towards  the  end  of  that  year  for  Allan 
Cunningham,  as  the  pifltols  of  the  poet,  were  one  of  two  sets  purchaaed 
at  Dr  Maxwell's  sale,  but  neither  of  which  had  ever  belonged  to  Bums. 
Until  Allan  Cunningham's  statement,  then,  in  reference  to  the  alleged 
jyrescat  from  Blair  of  Birmingham,  be  thoroughly  purged  of  all  its  awk- 
ward unlikeliness,  it  remains  matter  of  the  merest  indifference  what  name 
of  maker  may  or  may  not  be  on  tlie  genuine  pistolB  of  the  poet — whether 
that  of  Blair,  or  JohBson,  or  Barton,  or  any  other — the  proof  of  their 
genuineness  resting  exclusively  on  its  being  satisfactorily  established  that 
they  are  the  pistols  given  by  Bums  to  Ur  Maxwell ;  those  reserved  at 
the  sale  of  the  Doctor's  effects  at  Dumfries  in  May  1834;  those  subse- 
quently forwarded  to  Edinburgh,  and  identified  by  Dr  Maxwell's  own 
daughter,  to  whom  they  had  been  from  her  infancy  familiar  objects  as 
well  as  a  valued  treasure  ;  and  jealously  preserved  at  Greenbill,  her 
residence,  as  well  aa  mine,  for  the  last  four-and- twenty  years,  until  the 
period  of  her  death,  which  only  recently  occurred,  on  the  12th  of  Sep- 
tember last, 

''  Now,  as  most  of  the  above  has  been  already  thoroughly  demonstrated 
in  one  or  other  portion  of  the  present  paper,  my  only  remaining  task  is 
to  show  when,  how,  and  by  whom  the  pistols  in  question  were  forwarded 
to  Edinburgh.  I  slittll  do  ao  in  very  few  words,  by  (|uoting  here  from  a 
letter  to  which  allusion  has  already  been  made ;  and  written  by  Mrs 
Maxwell  of  Kirkconnell,  on  the  20th  of  October  1834,  to  the  late  Miss 
Maxwell,  Dr  Maxwell's  daughter : — 

"  '  I  received  your  letter  at  Mr  Attwood's  this  morning,  and  am  very 
sorry  you  have  been  so  uneasy  and  so  much  annoyed  about  Bums's  pistols. 
Before  you  receive  this,  1  hope  you  will  have  got  them  ;  as  I  went  imme- 
diately to  Bumside's,  who  was  out,  also  his  son;  but  his  wife  sent  a  man 
L  with  me  to  Mr  Eeid's,  who  had  heard  what  sort  of  box  they  were  in.' 
fteid  came  to  the  opening,  and  we  found  them  directly ;  and  I  took 
•■o  Miss  Johnstone's,  who  goes  to  Edinburgh  to-morrow.     She 

lid  was  the  ruuiJanl  Catliulio  clergymaE  of  Duiufficd,  nl  tlio  liiuc." 
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promised  to  send  them  to  yon  by  her  brother  on  her  arrival;  and  I  dare 
say  she  will,  as  Mr  Johnstone  seemed  as  unhappy  about  them  as  yoo  did, 
and  he  had  written  to  his  sister  to  call  on  me  regarding  them,  which 
she  did,  just  after  I  had  got  your  letter.' 

''  It  may  here  be  noticed,  from  the  tenor  of  the  above  letter,  how  very 
much  on  the  alert  all  Dr  Maxwell's  fHends  were  as  to  the  safe  preserva- 
tion of  the  pistols  given  to  him  by  Bums.  When,  therefore,  Dr  Maxwell's 
daughter  returned  from  Ireland,  in  the  beginning  of  1835,  and  expressed 
her  entire  satisfaction  as  to  the  pistols  brought  to  Edinburgh  by  Miss 
Johnstone  being  the  identical  relics  of  the  poet — as  I  myself  have,  not 
once,  but  frequently  heard  her  do,  for  it  was  she  who  first  drew  my  atten- 
tention  to  them — I  hold  I  am  justified  in  saying  that,  taking  into  account 
accumulated  evidence  already  here  adduced,  apart  entirely  fromany  weij^t 
to  which  my  own  testimony  may  be  entitled,  all  reasonable  doubt  ought 
henceforth  to  be  at  an  end,  both  as  to  the  spurious  claims  of  Allan  Cun- 
ningham and  others,  and  as  to  the  true  nature  of  the  pistols  at  present 
before  you,  and  which  I  have  now  such  unfeigned  pleasure  in  committiog 
to  the  guardianship  of  your  learned  and  patriotic  Society." 

Mr  Robert  Chambers,  in  moving  that  the  special  thanks  of  the  Society 
be  presented  to  Bishop  Gillis  for  his  interesting  gift  to  the  Museum, 
and  for  the  great  pains  which  he  had  taken  in  proving  its  authenticity, 
congratulated  the  Bishop  on  the  completeness  of  his  statement,  which 
had  set  the  matter  beyond  the  reach  of  cavil.  He  must  add,  that 
while  he  entertained  a  great  respect  for  the  genius  of  Allan  Cunning- 
ham as  a  poet,  yet  he  had  had  too  much  experience  of  hia  inaccuracies 
not  to  regret  that  he  should  have  entered  the  field  as  a  biographer  or 
historian. 

Mr  Chambers's  motion  was  unanimously  agreed  to— Mr  John  Mic- 
MiLLAN,  M.A.,  one  of  the  Members,  remarking  that  at  the  time  of  Dr 
Maxweirs  sale  he  was  resident  in  Dumfries,  and  in  a  position  which 
made  it  almost  impossible  that  he  should  not  have  heard  of  the  sale  of 
any  relic  of  Bums,  if  it  had  taken  place. 
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TuRSDiT,  lith  June  1859. 
COSMO  INNES,  Esq.,  Vice-President,  in  the  Chair. 
The  foIIowiDg  DonationB  were  exhibited  : — 

A    LABGB    AMD    VALCABLB  COLLECTION   OF   EaKTUIHWAKE   UbNS,   BbONXK 

VasaELS  AND  Weapons,  Gold  and  Silver  Obsambnts,  and  Gold,  Silveb, 
AND  CoppKB  Coins,  &o.,  presented  on  the  part  of  the  Ckown,  by  the  Qubbn'b 
AND  Lord  Tbeasuebr'b  Bbmbjibeancer  in  Exciiequer  in  Sootlahd,  were 
eihibited.    The  following  ie  a  detailed  Catalogue  of  this  Donation : — 

Um  of  yellowish  clay,  ornamented  with  iociaed  lines,  made  by  twisted 
coni,  and  alternate  rows  of  chevron  omftmenta ;  three  deep  grooves  round 
the  upper  part  of  the  nrn,  which  is  5^  inches  high,  6^  inches  diameter 
at  mouthj  and  3  J  inches  across  bottom.  Found  on  the  lands  of  fiirkhill, 
near  Stirling. 

Bude  Clay  Urn,  partially  broken ;  with  projecting  rih  round  the  middle, 
and  sparingly  ornamented  with  rows  of  panctures,  and  zigzag  and  straight 
incised  lines.  It  measures  7  inches  diameter  at  mouth,  3^  inches  across 
bottom,  and  7  inches  in  height ; 

Seven  Bronze  Axe-heads  or  Celts  (three  broken) ;  average  length  about 
6  inches,  and  3  inches  across  face ;  one  shows  a  series  of  four  longitu- 
dinal lines  along  its  sides,  and  two  are  entirely  covered  longitudinally 
with  a  series  of  short  punched  or  incised  lines  :  the  um  and  celts  were 
foiind  on  the  farm  of  CoUeonard,  in  the  county  of  Banff,  the  property  of 
the  Earl  of  Scaficld ; 

A  tripod  Bronze  Pot,  with  loops  for  handle  on  each  side  of  the  nock ; 
12  inches  high,  8  inches  diameter  at  mouth,  and  35  inches  circumfer- 
ence round  centre  of  body  ; 

A  tripod  Bronze  Vessel,  with  spout  and  handle,  somewhat  resembling 
the  modern  coffee-pot;  9  inches  high,  3^  inches  diameter  at  mouth,  and 
17  inches  circumference  at  widest  part  of  body  ; 

Upper  Portion  and  Kim  of  a  shallow  Bronze  Vessel,  13  inches  dia- 
meter, ornamented  with  a  series  of  projecting  bosses  or  knobs  on  the 
lumed-over  upper  edge  or  lip  of  vessel ; 
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Portion  of  Iron,  apparently  part  of  a  aword-blade,  1 1  iiicUeB  long  by 
2  inches  broad ; 

The  Bronze  Vesaela  and  Sword-blade  were  found  by  a  labourer  whon 
cleaning  a  field-drain  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Denny,  Stirlingshire.  The 
discovery  occurred  near  a  camp  which  commandB  an  extenaive  view  of 
Antonine'a  Wall,  Caatlecary,  the  "  Lang  Causeway,"  aud  other  vestiges 
of  Roraaa  times.  This  entrenchment  is  concealed  by  woods,  and  doea 
not  appear  to  have  been  noticed. 

All  Iron  Dagger  or  Dirk,  with  brass  handle  3^  inches  long,  ornamented 
with  lincB,  and  sunk  heart-shaped  ornament  on  pommel ;  length  of  blade, 
14  inches,     Found  on  the  farm  of  Mains  of  Bnix,  Aberdeenshire. 

Chain  formed  of  simple  oval  links  or  loops  of  Gold  Wire,  38  inches 
long,  weight  1  oz.  8  dwts.  Found  wliUe  makiug  excavations  in  Uolyrood 
Park. 

Six  large  oval-mouthed  Silver  Spoons,  with  engraved  ornaments,  and 

i-jrp=  inscribed  on  the  handle ;  on  the  back  of  the  handle  is  stamped  the 

lettera  I.H. ;  and  engraved  on  the  hack  of  the  bowl  are  the  letters  CM. 
Two  of  the  spoons  are  without  dates;  average  weight  of  each  IJ  oz. 
troy.    Found  on  the  hill  of  Culrain,  in  the  county  of  Rosa. 

Coins. 

Three  Pennies  of  Alexander  III.  Found  in  making  a  trench  in  a 
street  of  Dunkeld. 

Peony  of  Alexander  III.  Found  in  the  burial-ground  at  Monifietb, 
Forfarshire. 

Penny  of  John  Baliol.  Found  at  Auchlishie,  in  the  parish  of  Kirrie- 
mnir,  Forfarshire. 

Gold  St  Andrew  of  King  James  II.  Found  in  the  churchyard  of  Old 
Machar,  Aberdeenshire. 

Two-shilliugB-and-siipence  Piece  of  James  VI,  (Scottish.)  Found  on 
the  farm  of  Gardenslown  of  Clatt,  Aberdeenshire. 

Bodle  and  Ilalf-bodle  of  Charles  I.  Found  in  digging  in  the  garden 
of  the  Swan  Inn,  Berwick, 

Half-noble,  or  Foity-pennies  Piece  of  Charles  I.  Found  at  Middletoii 
Moor,  Edinburghshire. 
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Two  Merks  of  Charles  II. ; 

English  Half-crown  of  James  VII. ; 

Scottish  Forty-shilling  Piece  of  James  VII. ; 

Two  Forty-shilling  Pieces  of  William  and  Mary ; 

Two  DoUars  of  Philip  IV.  of  Spain ; 

Two-franc  Piece  of  Louis  XIV.  of  France ; — 
All  found  on  clearing  out  the  foundations  of  old  houses  at  Ballinghard,  in 
the  Island  of  Colonsay,  Argyleshire. 

Two  Groats,  One  Threepenny  Piece,  and  Three  Twopenny  Pieces  of 
Queen  Elizabeth ; 

Two  English  Sixpences  of  James  VI. ; 

Four  Penny  Pieces  of  James  VI.,  two  with  bust ; 

Bodle  of  William  and  Mary ; — 
Found  in  the  garden  at  Eden  House,  Dunbar. 

Five  Short-cross  Pennies  of  Henry  III.  of  England.  Found  in  the  moss 
of  Grlenchamber,  parish  of  New  Luce,  Wigtonshire. 

Denarius  of  Marcus  Aurelius.    Found  in  the  Abbey-yard  of  Holyrood. 

A  copy  of  the  official  inventory  of  the  Orkney  find  is  here  given  : — 

"  Inventory  of  Ancient  Silver  Ornaments,  &c.,  found  buried  between 
the  Parish  Church  and  the  Bum  of  *  Rin,*  and  a  short  distance 
from  the  shore  of  the  Bay  of  Skaill,  in  the  Parish  of  Sandwick, 
Mainland  of  Orkney.  The  greater  portion  of  the  articles  were 
discovered  on  11th  March  1858  by  some  country  people — the  hook 
and  a  few  fragments  having  been  picked  up  by  a  boy  the  previous 
week  at  the  mouth  of  a  rabbit-hole. 

Bing  Brooches  or  Fihulce. 

"  1.  A  large  Ring  Brooch  or  Fibula,  with  bulbous  ends,  and  tongue  with 
bulbous  head,  and  interlaced  or  knot  ornament  on  ends  and  tongue  head. 

2.  A  Ring  Brooch  or  Fibula,  less  in  diameter  than  No.  1,  but  very 
massive,  with  bulbous  ends  and  bulbous-headed  tongue  ;  the  point  of  the 
latter  broken  off,  and  a  small  portion  altogether  wanting. 

3.  A  large  Ring  Brooch  or  Fibula,  with  highly  ornamented  bulbous 
■^^ids  and  bulbous  head  of  tongue — the  tongue  wanting. 

"^^hllL  PART  U.  R 
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4.  A  larf^c  brokeD  Ring  Brooch  or  Fibula,  with  richl; 
buItfoUH  euJe. 

5.  A  large  King  Brooch  or  Fibula,  with  bolboiu  head  of  to 
— tongue  waiittDg. 

C.  A  ]>laia  King  Krooch  or  FibnU,  with  bnnmiu  bead  < 
tonguo  wntitiiig. 

7.  A  Eiitg  Brooch  or  Fibnla,  with  ends  omamented  on  one  nde— 
tongiie  wanting. 

6.  A  Ring  Brooch  with  tongue,  slightly  ornamented. 

9.  A  Bmaller  Ring  Brooch,  with  ornamented  tongae. 

Torn  and  ArmiUm. 

10.  A  largo  funicular  Tore  or  Collar,  overlaid  with  wire-cord  between 
llio  Ihickcr  corJfl. 

11.  A  funicular  Tore,  overlaid  with  wire-cord  Bimilarly  to  No.  10. 

12.  A  funicular  Tiirc,  overlaid  with  wire  similarly  to  No.  10. 

13.  A  funicular  Tore,  overlaid  with  wire  similarly  to  No,  10, 

14.  A  beautiful  funicular  Tore,  having  small  wire-cord  curiouBly  inter- 
twined with  tlio  thicker  corda. 

15.  A  thick  funicular  Tore,  with  one  of  its  ends  broken. 

10.  A  broken  funicular  Tore,  with  curious  hooks,  or  '  crooks,'  at  the 
ends  fur  fastening,  and  a  bulb  equidistant  from  them. 

17.  A  small  funicular  Tore,  or  ArmiUa,  overlaid  with  wire  similarly  to 
No.  10. 

18.  A  torquated  Armilla,  overlaid  similarly  to  No.  10,  broken. 
VJ.  A  torquated  Armilla,  overlaid  similarly  to  No.  10,  broken. 

20.  A  trjriiuated  Armilla,  overlaid  similarly  to  No.  10. 

21.  A  torquated  Armilla. 

22.  A  very  massive  torquated  Armilla  or  Bracelet,  in  excellent  preser- 
vation, with  two  heads  of  animals  carved  on  it  in  high  relief. 

23.  A  tortiuated  Ring  or  Bracelet. 

24.  A  thin  ornamented  ISrncelet. 
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27-48.  Penannular  BiDgs  or  Bracelets,  generally  known  as  Ring 
Money. 

49.  A  Hook,  with  ring  in  its  head. 

50.  A  large  and  richly  ornamented  bulhous  end  of  a  King  Brooch, 
having  on  one  side  projecting  points,  which  give  a  striking  resemblance 
to  the  Scotch  thistle,  and  having  interlaced  or  knot  ornament  incised  on 
the  other  side. 

51.  A  slightly  ornamented  bulbous  head  of  a  tongue  of  a  Ring  Brooch 
or  Fibula. 

52.  A  slightly  ornamented  bulbous  head  of  a  tongue  of  a  Ring  Brooch 
or  Fibula. 

53.  An  Ingot  of  Silver. 

54.  An  Ingot  of  Silver. 

55.  A  small  thin  Bar  of  Silver. 

56.  A  small  fragment  of  Silver  Chain,  of  a  flat  knitted  pattern. 

Goina  and  Miscellaneous  Fragments. 

57.  A  Silver  Coin,  with  *  Ethblstan  Rex,*  &c.,  on  it. 

58.  A  Silver  Coin,  with  *  Civ  Eboracb,*  &c.,  on  it. 

59.  A  Silver  Coin,  with  Cufio  or  Arabic  inscriptions. 
60-71,  both  inclusive.  Twelve  fragments  of  Cufic  Coins. 

72-118,  both  inclusive.  Forty-seven  fragments,  some  of  them  very 
minute,  of  Fibulae,  Bracelets,  Pieces  of  Ring  Money,  of  Ingots,  &c.,  A-e. 

119.  A  Cufic  Coin,  in  good  preservation,  except  in  the  centre. 

120.  A  number  of  fragments  of  various  sizes,  including  pieces  of  coins, 
and  weighing  5J  oz.  avoird. 

Geobob  Petbib. 

KiBKWALL,  Sth  AprU  1868." 

^^  Edinhurghj  15th  April  1858. — The  whole  of  the  treasure  here  dis- 
covered in  Sandwick,  Orkney,  in  March  1858,  was  this  day  weighed  in 
my  presence,  and  contained  sixteen  pounds  avoirdupois,  and  delivered 
over  by  me  to  John  Henderson,  Q.  and  L.  T.'s  Remembrancer, 
Exchequer,  Edinburgh. 

"  Ja5I£s  Robertson,  Sheriff-substitute  of 'Orkney.'^ 

R  2 
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[The  annexed  notes  of  the  coins  discovered  in  Orkney  were  furnished 
by  S.  W.  Vaux,  Esq.,  of  the  Eritish  Museum,  to  whom  they  were  sub- 
mitted for  examination : — 

Anglo-Saxon. 

SnPE 
St  Peter's  Penny  (tenth  century). — [Obverse,  x  ;  Reverse,   CIU 

TRIMtS 

EBORACE,  with  cross  in  the  centre.] 

JSthelstan,  925.— [Obverse,  +EDELSTAN  REX  T.  BR.  (Totius 
BritanniaB) ;  Reverse,  ENAD-  M — o  LeDjEF.  Cnad.  Mo.  Leigcf 
(Leicester).  G.  S.] 

Cupio. 

Samanian. — Ismail  ben  Ahmed — Place  wanting,  a.d.  887.  Ismail 
ben  Ahmed — Struck  at  Al-shash,  a.d.  897.  Nasr  ben  Ahmed — Place 
wanting,  a.d.  913.  Nasr  ben  Ahmed — Struck  at  Samareand ;  no  exact 
date,  but  between  a.d.  913-943.  Nasr  ben  Ahmed — a.d.  932-943.  Nasr 
ben  Ahmed — Struck  at  Bagdad ;  date  wanting.  Nasr  ben  Ahmed — No 
place  or  date. 

Ahhaside, — ^Al  Radhi-billah — Place  lost,  a.d.  936.  Al  Mostakfi-billah — 
Struck  at  Bagdad,  a.d.  945.  Al  Wathek-billah.  Al  Tai-bUlah  ?  Seven 
portions  of  coins  illegible.] 


Bowl-shaped  Glazed  Clay  Um,  7J  inches  high,  7J  inches  across 
mouth,  and  circumference  round  widest  part  28  inches,  with  rudely 
painted  black  ornaments  of  a  diamond  shape  on  neck,  and  zigzag  lines 
on  sides,  and  apparently  a  representation  of  leaves  rising  up  from  bottom 
of  vessel.  It  was  found  in  a  Cromlech  in  Hanover.  By  Chas.  E.  Dal- 
BYMPLE,  Esq.,  F.S.A.  Scot. 

Hydrographic  Chart  of  the  Sound  of  the  Island  of  lona,  surveyed  by 
Commander  E.  J.  Bedford,  Commander  R.  B.  Creyke,  and  Mr  T.  Bour- 
chier.  Master,  R.N.  By  Captain  F.  W.  L.  Thomas,  R.N.,  Corr.  Mem. 
S.A.  Scot. 

Collection  of  Papers,  printed  and  in  Manuscript,  relating  to  the  Affairs 
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of  the  City  of  Edinburgh,  and  the  Supply  of  Water  to  the  City,  by 
Mr  Andrew  Chalmer,  <fec.,  1760,  in  one  vol.  4to.  By  Alex.  Chbistdb,  Esq., 
F.S.A.  Scot. 

Model  Carved  in  Sandstone  of  a  Hindoo  Temple  from  Mirzapore, 
Benares ;  Also,  Sculptured  Sandstone,  9  inches  long,  by  8  broad ;  display- 
ing two  male  figures  in  high  relief,  seated  face  to  face,  between  two  short 
square  pilasters  or  pillars.  From  an  Ancient  Temple,  Bindrachal,  India. 
By  Claud  Hamilton,  Esq.,  F.S.A.  Scot. 

Various  Vessels  of  Bronze  found  in  marshy  ground  near  Balgone 
House,  East  Lothian.    By  Sir  Geo.  Grant  Suttie,  Bart. : 

These  consist  of  a  large  Bronze  Tripod  Pot,  with  loops  at  the  neck  for 
handle,  13  inches  across  the  mouth,  15^  inches  high,  and  circumference 
round  the  middle  45  inches. 

Three  other  Bronze  Pots  of  similar  type,  varying  in  size  as  follows : — 
one  9  inches  across  mouth,  12  inches  high,  16  inches  circumference  round 
the  middle ;  another  9  inches  across  mouth,  11  inches  high,  35  inches 
circumference ;  the  third  6  inches  across  mouth,  9  inches  high,  29  inches 
circumference  in  the  middle  of  body. 

Bronze  Pot,  with  straight  handle  rising  from  lip,  bent  back  at  extre- 
mity, and  with  bent  bar  attaching  it  to  the  body ;  across  mouth  6  inches, 
height  6  inches,  circumference  at  middle  17  inches ;  length  of  handle 
6  inches,  which  is  ornamented  by  a  row  of  six  concentric  circles;  the  cir- 
cumference of  the  body  is  ornamented  by  two  slightly  projecting  ribs. 

Shallow  thin  Bronze  Basin,  12  inches  diameter,  4  inches  deep;  the 
lip  is  turned  over,  and  is  pierced  at  regular  distances,  as  if  for  knobs  or 
ornaments — imperfect. 

Portion  of  larger  shallow  Bronze  Vessel,  of  thin  metal  plate,  showing 
remains  of  turned-over  lip,  with  two  patches  on  bottom. 

Bronze  Tripod  Vessel,  of  the  usual  type,  with  spout  and  looped  handle 
on  side ;  4  inches  across  mouth,  9^  inches  high,  17^  inches  circumference 
at  middle ;  the  spout,  with  rude  ornament  at  mouth,  rising  from  the 
rounded  body  of  vessel,  and  strengthened  by  bar  from  middle  of  neck. 

Bronze  Tripod  Vessel,  with  straight  spout  rising  from  upper  part  of 
rounded  body,  strengthened  by  a  metal  bar  from  turned-over  lip  of  the 
vessel;  looped  handle  from  body  to  lip,  with  remains  apparently  of 
Hinge  on  top,  for  lid  or  cover.    The  body  is  ornamented  by  a  sunk  belt  or 
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ribbon  round  ceutre.    TLe  TesBel  is  €  inchet  in  heigfat ;  cuemiifennoe 

round  bodv  17J  iijcbee. 

Thii  io]lu\viL;i  extract  of  a  letter  from  Sir  G.  Grant  Suttie,  Bart.,  to 
tbe  Jloii.  ];.  F.  rriinrofie,  of  date  IGth  Febraaiy  1849,  ghrea  the  Mails 
of  the  discover}-  of  these  Bronze  TesBelfi : — "  Last  antnmn  my  labonren 
vere  treuchiug  amoDJ|r^:t  Bome  rhododendrons  in  a  piece  of  moasy  ground 
under  a  ijecullar  ledge  of  grej  rocks,  in  my  park  at  Balgone,  near  my 
hout>e;  and  about  a  mile  and  a  half  due  south  from  North  Berwick  Law, 
when  they  found  a  number  of  camp-kettles  of  various  sizes,  one  Teiy 
large,  and  in  thiB,  one  of  the  goblets  was  found.  They  were  close  to  each 
other,  and  a]x>ut  8  feat  from  the  surface.  The  meadow,  extending  to 
alx;ut  twenty  acres,  where  they  were  found,  was  generally  under  water 
till  iin perfectly  drained  by  me ;  since  then  the  level  has  sunk  from  3  to  4 

feet I  have  little  doubt  that  when  these  kettles  were  deposited 

there  1  lie  meadow  was  a  lake,  or  at  all  events  a  morass." 

(!oll  (!tiori  of  Itude  Implements  and  Vessels  of  Stone,  found  in  Shet- 
liind.     Vfy  Mrs  Hope,  Itoyal  Terrace,  consisting  of: — 

'i'liree  Stone  Celts  or  Axe-heads,  varying  in  size ;  one  7  inches  long, 
JJ  ijiclies  acroHH  face ;  another  broken  at  both  ends ;  breadth  3J-  inches ; 
the  oHht  broken,  breadth  acroHS  face  3J  inches; 

tSf  ontj  (Je.lt  or  Hammer-head,  7  inches  long  by  3  broad,  with  a  uniform 
liiickneKH  of  ti  inches.  One  extremity  is  cut  away  on  each  side  to  the 
depth  of  about  half  an  inch,  forming  a  tang  or  handle ; 

A  thin  Stone  Knife,  9^  inches  in  length,  and  2J  across  the  blade,  with 
short  rounded  part  for  handle.  The  knife-blade  is  about  a  quarter  of  an 
ini'h  in  tliickneHH; 

A  Tort  ion  of  thin-j)ointod  Stone,  probably  part  of  a  larger  knife-blade. 

Threo  Bi|uaro-8hnpod  DiBhcs  of  Stone,  varying  from  4  to  5  inches  in 
bn^mllh,  and  2  to  ;{  inches  in  depth ; 

V\mv  Stone  Halls,  varying  in  pize;  the  largest,  of  white  quartz,  12 
inehoH  in  eireumrerenco,  and  smallest  OJ  inches. 

An  Anglo-Saxon  Styca  of  Osukuout,  Kinii:  of  Northumbria,  found  near 
»Iedburgh.  \\y  Joun  Ai.k\.  Smith.  M.1>..  F.S.A.Soot.  (See  subsequent 
notii-o.'i 

It  was  stated  bv  the '  ^  the  "tw  been  removed 
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to  the  New  Gralleries  in  the  Eoyal  Institution,  where  its  arrangement 
would  he  proceeded  with  as  rapidly  as  possible.  This  task  would  neces- 
sarily occupy  some  time  ;  and  it  was  most  desirahle  that  all  persons  in- 
tending to  make  donations  to  the  National  Collection  should  now  forward 
them,  so  as  to  admit  of  their  being  classified  in  their  proper  order. 

Mr  Robert  Chambers — ^in  presenting  two  Flint  Celts  from  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  St  Acheul,  Amiens,  France,  along  with  a  photograph  of  their 
position  in  the  gravel  bed — drew  attention  to  some  of  the  recently  dis- 
covered facts  which  he  thought  tended  further  to  unite  the  science  of 
archaeology  with  geology,  by  showing  the  occurrence  of  implements  made 
by  roan  under  what  was  believed  to  be  some  of  the  later  geological  forma- 
tions. These  facts,  he  said,  are  attracting  attention  both  in  England  and 
France  at  the  present  time ;  and  having  recently  had  his  attention  directed 
to  them  when  in  London,  he  thought  the  subject  might  be  of  interest 
to  the  members.  Discoveries  of  flint  weapons,  with  elephant  remains, 
at  a  depth  of  12  feet,  in  gravel,  overlaid  by  sand  and  brick  earth,  had 
been  made  in  Suffolk  in  the  end  of  last  century.  More  recently  a  variety 
of  flint  weapons  have  been  found  near  Amiens  and  Abbeville,  under 
drift  varying  in  thickness  from  10  to  20  feet,  in  which  also  many  mam- 
malian remains  occur. 

This  statement  gave  rise  to  considerable  discussion — some  members 
suggesting  that  local  causes  of  no  very  great  age  might  probably  account 
for  the  apparent  relation  of  the  stone  weapons  to  these  so-called  geolo- 
gical formations. 

The  following  Communications  were  read : — 


I. 

NOTICE  OF  "  THE  BLUIDY  BANNER"  OF  0BUMCLOG  AND  BOTH- 
WELL  BRIG,  PRESERVED  AT  DUNBAR.  By  JAMES  DRUMMOND,  Esq. 
R.S.A.  &  F.S.A.  Scot. 

From  our  Scottish  education  and  early  prejudices,  some  members  of 
this  Society  will  no  doubt  be  surprised  and  astonished  at  the  name  I  have 
chosen  for  a  flag  used  by  the  Covenanters  at  the  battles  of  Drumclog  and 
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Bothwell  Brig.    The  few  remarks  I  have  to  make  od  the  fnibject  will 
readily  explain  why  such  a  title  has  been  selected. 

In  the  accounts  of  that  troubled  period  of  our  national  history,  tiadiiioD 
and  facts  are  sometimes  strangely  mingled.  I  will  only  mention  one  or 
two  instances  illustrating  my  subject.  At  the  battle  of  Bothwell  ftigi 
Hamilton  of  Preston,  who  was  general  of  the  Covenanters  on  that  occa- 
sion, gave  out  the  word  for  the  day,  ^'  That  no  quarter  was  to  be  given." 
This  is  denied  by  Wodrow ;  and  Dr  M^Crie,  after  a  somewhat  corioos 
fashion,  follows  him,  evasively  denying  it,  although  Hamilton,  in  his 
**  Vindication,"  rather  boawtfully  states  the  fact,  "  blessing  Otoi  for  it, 
and  desiring  to  bless  his  holy  name,  that  since  He  helped  me  to  set  my 
face  to  his  work,  I  never  had  nor  would  take  a  favour  from  mine  enemies, 
either  on  the  right  or  left  hand,  and  desire  to  give  as  few."  It  is  also 
stated,  that  there  was  found  in  the  Covenanters'  camp,  after  their  defeat 
at  Bothwell  Brig,  a  great  gallows,  with  a  supply  of  new  ropes.  It  is 
needless  to  say  for  what  purpose  this  must  have  been  erected.  This 
statement  has  also  been  denied ;  yet  Creighton,  who  wrote  his  account 
at  the  period,  says,  that  "  the  Covenanters  had  set  up  a  very  large  gallows 
in  the  midbt  of  their  camp  at  Bothwell  Brig,  and  had  prepared  a  cartful 
of  new  ropes  at  the  foot  of  it,  iu  order  to  hang  up  the  king's  soldiers, 
whom  they  already  looked  upon  as  vanquished,  and  at  their  mercy ;  and 
it  happened  that  the  pursuers  in  the  royal  army,  returning  back  with 
their  prisoners,  chose  this  place  where  the  gallows  stood  to  guard  them 
at,  without  offering  to  hang  one  of  them,"  &c.  The  same  is  also  men- 
tioned  by  Guild  in  his  "  Bellum  Bothwellianum."  In  a  poem  published 
at  Edinburgh  in  1G81,  a  similar  allusion  is  also  made : — 

Thoy  were  committed  to  the  guard, 

Expecting  but  a  bad  reward ; 

The  gallows  whicli  themselves  prepared 

Their  captives  ou  to  hing  : 
To  that  same  gallows  wore  they  brought, 
Wliere  aU  of  them  expected  nought 
But  Haman-like  up  to  be  caught, — 

A  punibhmeut  coiulign. 

And  in  the  *'  Memoirs  of  (lie  Rev.  Mr  Blackadde*' *' 
likewise  said  to  have  l»ecn  ^'  all  gathered  abou^ 


era     K 


I,'         EAST  NUMKL^UirD 

lAccoRffMaTbTlcWoRDOA     ^"  ^ 
f      Alio  Our    i  CovfNANTj'' 


there."  Now  all  this  geema  circuniBtaDtial  eDoiigli,  aod  under  ordiiiarj 
circumBtances  would  be  considered  concliiBive,  But  why  deny  anch  con- 
temporary Btatemects  't  Would  it  not  be  much  belter  honestly  to  allow 
all  to  have  happened  under  the  excitement  caneed  by  persecution  ?  For 
it  should  be  borne  in  mind,  that  dunog  civil  war,  but  more  especially  if 
that  war  partakes  of  a  religious  character,  everything  like  fair  play  and 
generosity  seems  to  be  effaced  from  men's  minds,  and  crimes  and  crueltiea 
are  often  peqietrated,  and  opinions  avowed,  which  the  same  persons 
would  shudder  to  think  of  in  their  more  rational  aud  sober  moments ; 
kud  we  should  look  upon  this  period  of  our  national  history  "  not  as  a 
war  time  of  saints  and  martyrs  on  the  one  side,  and  that  of  heathen  per- 
secutors on  the  oilier,  but  that  of  two  fierce  contending  factions  in  a  half 
civilized  country,  who  alternately  tyrannized  over  each  other's  persona  and 
conaciencea,— one  in  the  abused  name  of  gospel  freedom  and  civil  liberty, 
the  other  under  the  no  less  misplaced  watchwords  of  civil  order  and 
loyalty ;"  the  fact  is,  neither  side  played  a  very  creditable  part  during 
this  tumultuous  i>eriod. 

I  shall  now  call  the  attention  of  the  Society  to  what  I  would  term  a 
tangible  fact,  bearing  on  the  points  at  issue.  Some  years  ago  I  was  in- 
formed that,  somewhere  in  East  Lothian,  there  esisted  a  Covenanters' 
Flag  and  other  relics.  I  made  no  imjuiry  after  them  at  the  time,  taking 
it  for  granted  that  the  flag  would  be  similar  to  the  one  in  our  Museum, 
or  to  the  more  perfect  one  belonging  to  my  friend  Mr  W.  B.  Johnston, 
namely,  with  the  Scottish  Saltier  Argent,  and  the  motto,  "  Covenants, 
Religion,  Crown,  and  Kingdoms."  I  have  given  illustrations  of  these 
and  a  few  others.  (See  Plates  XXVII.  to  XXIX.)  Some  months  since, 
however,  being  told  by  a  friend  from  Dunbar  that  he  was  acquainted  with 
Mr  and  Miss  Raebum,  who  were  in  possession  of  this  flag  or  banner,  I  ac- 
companied him  to  iheir  residence,  while  on  a  visit  iu  that  neighbourhood, 
and  after  much  persuasion,  was  allowed  to  see  and  make  a  drawing  of 
it.  On  asking  tlie  old  lady  why  she  objected  to  show  it  to  strangers, 
she  said,  "  It's  the  Bluidy  Banner,  ye  keu  ;  and  what  would  the  Roman 
Catholics  say  if  they  kenned  that  our  forbears  had  fought  under  such  a 
bluidy  banner'?" — Roman  Catholics,  I  have  no  doubt,  being  a  generic 
term,  bjr  which  she  called  ail  who  differed  from  her  in  religion.  It  is 
of  blue  silk,  here  and  there  a  little  fadeil ;  but  having  been  treasured  as 
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H  Talaable  Leirloc>m.  is  in  reiy  fair  preeeirvlioD,  aod  is  inscribed  in 
Hebrew  characur^  <  ^Ided)  **  JehoTah-Xiiwi,*'^ — ^The  Lord  ii  my  Banner. 
From  hijjn*^  caueie  or  other,  the  cloth  ha«  giren  way  wh^e  many  of  theae 
lett^n»  are  paiut^i.  aod  what  remain  a2«  so  tender  that  they  will  scarcely 
t>ear  touch  iug.  The  next  line  is  painted  in  white, — ^''For  Christ  and 
his  Truth t^ :"  and  then  come  the  words  from  which  it  has  received 
the  name  Bluidy  Banner, — **  Xo  quarters  to  ye  active  enemies  of 
ye  Covenant/'  This  seems  to  have  been  first  painted  in  a  light  colour, 
and  afterwards  repainted  in  a  dull,  faded-looking  red,  in  fact  quite 
a  blxKly  colour.  It  is  4  feet  o|^  inches  x  3  feet  5^  inches.  I  may 
remark,  tliat  if  this  flag  or  banner  had  been  shown  to  me  as  a  mere 
relic,  without  any  history  attached  to  it,  I  would  not  for  a  moment  have 
doubted  its  authenticity.  Its  history,  as  given  by  the  proprietors,  is  as 
followK  : — It  iK'longed  to  Hall  of  Uaughead,  a  zealous  Covenanter,  and 
one  of  the  leuderK  at  Drumclog  and  Bothwell  Brig,  from  the  latter  of 
whicli  eiipigemeiits  he  escaped  and  fled  to  Holland,  but  shortly  returned. 
Wliih;  lurking  near  Queeusferry,  an  attempt  was  made  to  seize  him  by 
th<-.  governor  of  Blackness  Castle  ;  Hall,  being  mortally  wounded  in  the 
Htru^^^H<*,  (Iie<l  on  his  way  to  Edinburgh  as  a  prisoner.  On  his  person 
wiiH  found  an  unnulwcribed  document,  afterwards  called  the  Queensferry 
I'ajKT.  Jlall's  Hon,  while  on  his  deathbed,  gave  the  banner  to  a  zealous 
cov«*ijanliiig  friend,  of  the  name  of  Cochrane.  His  own  son,  having 
turned  confornuKt  clergyman,  was  considered  unworthy  to  be  custodier 
of  HU4.'li  u  precious  relic.  This  Cochrane,  after  wandering  about  from 
|jlarr  to  place,  settled  in  Coldstream ;  his  son,  again,  bequeathed  the 
haniior  to  his  youngest  daughter  Mary,  who  married  Mr  Baebum  of 
iJunhar,  th(>  father  of  the  present  proprietors,  Mr  and  Miss  Baebum,  now 
a  very  age^l  0(»ui)le.  Along  with  the  banner,  there  was  a  chest  of  arms, 
wliirii  had  boon  used  in  covenanting  times ;  these,  however,  have  been 
gradually  given  away  to  friends,  excepting  two  swords.  I  chose  the 
nunnt  of  the  **  Bluidy  Banner,"  because  Miss  Baebum  so  designated  it; 

*  Kxiul.  xvii.  M.  And  tho  Lord  naiil  unto  Mosos,  Writo  this  fur  a  memorial  in  a 
liook,  and  rrlit^urHo  ii  in  tho  v.xrs  ol'  .K»?hua  ;  for  1  will  utterly  put  out  the  remem- 
limiu'iM'f  Amaltik  from  uiuUr  luiivrn.  K>.  An  1  M.  <r.s  l.uilt  an  altar,  and  called  the 
iiumo  of  it  Johovah-Ni.«*si.  1(1.  Vor  In-  sai.l,  r»n\uHo  the  Lord  liath  sworn,  that  the 
l^ord  will  havo  war  with  Aiuulok  from  lm  iitratiitii  io  ironoration. 
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who,  although  proud  of  being  the  proprietor  of  sacfa  a  relic,  seemed  at 
the  same  time  heartily  ashamed  of  the  device.  The  existence  of  this 
hanner  I  conceive,  throws  an  unexpected  ray  of  light  on  the  histoiy  of 
this  period  ;  and  we  may  cease  to  be  astonished  at  the  "  Great  OaUows 
and  Cartload  of  new  ropes,"  which  stood  in  the  midst  of  the  covenanting 
camp  at  fiothwell  Brig.  And  during  these  engagements,  if  Claver- 
bouee'e  troopers  were  a  little  sharp  in  their  practice,  who  can  now  he 
astoniished  at  it,  when  constantly  before  their  eyes  was  wafted  this,  or, 
perhaps,  many  snch  similar  banners,  proclaiming  that,  if  vanquished,  no 
mercy  was  to  be  shown  them  2  While,  on  the  'other  hand,  we  must  not 
forget,  that  confiscation  and  imprisonments,  with  punishments  and  tor- 
tures of  the  "  DootR  and  Thumikins"  kind,  were  a  sore  provocation  to 
extreme  meaeures,  and,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  their  application  but  a  had 
school  in  which  to  acquire  habits  of  charity  and  Cbristiau  forbearance. 


«^And   Covenanted  Wohjc 
OfReformatjons  , 


In  the  annexed  Plates  I  have  given  sketches  of  Tarions  banners  borne 
by  the  Covenanters. 

The  Fenwick  District  Flag  is  represented  in  the  above  woodcut.     It 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  TJIE  SOCIETY  OF 

has  a  very  doubtful  appearance,  being  in  every  respect  quif«  perfect,  and 
suepicioiitily  modern  lookiug.  It  is  of  white  linen ;  the  letters  very 
rudely  painted  in  red. 

Plate  XXFII.  IB  the  Bluidy  Banner. 

Plate  XXVITI.,  No.  1,  was  carried  by  the  Covenanters  of  the  diBtrict 
of  East  Monklaiid,  and  was  used  at  Bothwell  Brig  in  June  1679. 

Plate  XXVIII.,  No.  2,  was  alaouaed  at  BothweU  Brig,  and  carried  by 
a  corps  of  Burgher  Seceders.  aesociated  as  a  regiment  of  volunteers,  who 
were  posted  at  the  College,  when  the  Highland  army  entered  Edinburgh 
in  1745.    It  IB  preeervcd  in  the  Museum  of  the  Society  of  Antiquariee. 

Plate  XXIX.,  No.  3,  belonged  to  Covenantera  of  the  district  of  Avon- 
dale,  who  were  at  the  battle  of  Bothwell  Brig. 

Plate  XXIS.,  No.  4,  is  the  property  of  Mr  W.  B.  Johnston,  U.S.A. 
It  is  said  to  have  been  carried  by  Stewart  of  Garecube  at  the  battle  of 
Worcester,  and  was  afterwards  used  at  the  battle  of  Bothwell  Brig.  It 
is  in  good  condition ;  and  although  now  faded  to  a  weak  green  and  dull 
orange  colour,  seems  originally  to  have  been  pink  and  blue. 


SAINT  MAELRUBHA;  HIS  HISTORY  AND  CHURCHES.     Bt  WILLIAM 
REEVES,  D.D.,  M.B.,  Vice-Pres.  R.I.A..  Hon.  Mbvb.  Soc.  Aunq.  Slvjtlakd, 

AND  ASTIQ.  8oC.  OF  ZliKlCH,' 


ecolesiastic  of  the  ancient  Scottish 
the  West  of  Scot- 


Next  to  St  Coluracille,  there  is  u 
Church  whose  commemorations  are 

'  In  July  1849,  tlie  writer  of  the  follon-ing  pnppr  made  a,  com mu nidation  lo  the 
■'  Iritth  Etoleeiftfltical  Joomal,"  which  sppearcd  in  the  108lh  number  of  tlint  publi- 
cation (vol.  T.  p.  299).  Previonslj  to  Ihsl  data,  nothing  had  heen  done  towards  the 
Identification  of  St  Maelrublia  or  his  church  of  ApercrosBan ;  and  in  hid  note  on  the 
pOMAge  of  the  Four  Maaten  at  671,  which  mihcB  mentioa  of  then,  the  learned  l)r 
O'DoDoran  declared  hie  inabilitj  to  aMertniti  the  modem  name  of  the  eainfa  chureli 
in  Scotland.  In  the  appendix,  howeTer,  to  the  aecond  Tolnme  {p.  1191),  the  author 
refers  to  the  article  in  the  "  Irish  Eeclcaiaatical  Joomal "  as  atfording  the  desired 
informallon.  Since  thai  period,  the  proaent  writer  has  had  opportunity  to  visit  many 
of  the  scenes  of  Bt  Maelmbha's  Uboors,  and  to  extend  his  Bcquaintance  with  Scot- 
tish works  bearing  upon  the  indiTidual  or  his  age ;  and  the  result  of  all  is  here  col- 
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land  than  St  Maelrubha,  or  wLose  hiutory  b  marked  with  greater  esact- 
DCBB  in  the  main  particulars  of  hia  life.  He  was  born  on  the  Sd  of 
January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  Qi2,  as  wc  learE  from  the  accurate 
annalist  Ttghornach,  who,  in  recording  the  Baint's  obit,  detenuineB  his 
Bge  to  the  very  flay.  On  hie  father's  side,  ho  was  eighth  in  descent  from 
Niall  of  the  Nine  Hostages,  Sovereign  of  Ireland,  through  that  branch 
ofhis  house  called  the  Cinel  Eoghain  ;'  subordinately,  through  the  family 
Btyled  the  Cinel  Binnigb,'  which  clan  early  obtained  a  settlement  in, 
and  gave  name  to,  a  district  in  the  south-eastern  part  of  the  present 
coanty  of  Londonderry,  where,  among  his  kindred,  we  may  reasonably 
presume  our  saint  was  bom.  On  bis  mother's  side  he  was  akin  to  St 
Comgttll,  the  great  abbot  of  Bangor  in  the  county  of  Down,  who  waa  of 
the  Cruithne,  or  Irish  Picts,  being  of  the  race  of  Fiacha  Araidhe,  the 
founder  of  the  Dal-Araidhe  of  Ulster.  His  paternal  descent  is  recited 
among  the  pedigrees  of  the  Irish  saints  preserved  in  the  venerable  manu- 
Bcripts  in  the  collection  of  the  Hoyal  Irish  Academy,  called  the  Book  of 
Lecan,  and  the  Book  of  Ballymoto.'  It  is  also  found  in  the  more  modem 
compilation  of  Duald  MacFirhis.*  All  these  authorities  agree  in  setting 
him  forth  as  Maelmbha,  son  of  Elganaeh,  son  of  Garhli,  son  of  Ollarbach, 
Bon  of  Cuboirenn,  son  of  Cremthann,  eon  of  Binnigh,  son  of  Eoghan  (who 
died,  according  to  Tigemacb,  in  465),  Bon  of  Niall  of  the  Nine  Hostages. 

lected  in  a  momoir,  in  the  campiUtioii  of  which  accuroe;  has  been  principal!;  aimed 
at.  Shoulil  this  efTort  to  emboilj  in  a  connected  view  the  ditjteta  membra  of  Irish  and 
Bcottish  reminiBcencoa  of  the  saint  bo  deemed  worthy  of  the  notice  of  the  Society  of 
AntiquariM  of  Scotland,  the  writer  will  consider  that  he  has  received  tenfold  remu- 
neration for  the  time  and  pains  bestowed  npon  the  task. — Thk  VrcASAoa,  Ldsk, 
Apra  20.  1S69. 

*  The  Oinel  Eoghain  were  the  descendants  of  Eoghan,  son  of  Niall.  and  their 
tMTJtory  WM  called  Tir-Snghain.  i.e.  Terra  Eiigenii.  Kubsequently  and  still  known 
■1  TV'Mu;  and  Init  Eoghain,  i.e.  lusala  Eagenii,  tba  peninsular  portion  of  tlio  north- 
east of  the  coanty  of  DonegnJ,  now  known  as  the  barony  of  Iniihoum. 

'  The  Cinel  Binny  were  the  deseendants  of  Eochaidh  Binnigh,  a  son  of  Eoghan 
aboTB  mentionpd.  Their  territory  wag  a  sabdivision  of  Tyrone,  eiteuding  to  Tul- 
laghoge  on  the  south,  and  comprehending  all  the  moilem  barony  of  Loughinsbolin 
on  the  west  of  the  RiTer  Baun,  which,  though  now  in  the  county  of  Londonderry, 
was  in  Tyrone  until  1691.  It  gare  name  lo  a  rural  deanery  in  the  diocese  of  Derry, 
sailed  Bymagk  or  Beanagh.     Sue  ReoTCs's  "  Colton's  Visitation,"  p.  74. 

»"Bookof  Lecan,"  fol.  87  he.  *  "  Book  of  BaUyrante,"  tol.  119  la. 
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In  the  tract  on  the  Mothers  of  the  saints  of  Ireland,  preserved  in  the 
manuscripts  above  mentioned,^  two  names  are  assigned  to  his  mother — 
Suaibpech  ma6aip  TTlaolpuba  mec  Olgonais,  ^'Suaibsech,  mother  of 
Maolrubha,  son  of  Elgonach;''  and  again,  Subcan  in^en  8ecna  piup 
Chomsaill  macaip  TTlaolpuba,  ^^  Subtan,  daughter  of  Setna,  sister  of 
Comgall,  mother  of  Maolrubha/'  With  the  latter  statement  agrees  the 
note  on  the  Feilire  of  j^ngus  the  Culdee,  at  the  21st  of  April ;  but  it  is 
attended  with  the  chronological  difficulty  that  S.Comgall,Subtan*s  brother, 
died  at  an  advanced  age  in  602 ;  whereas  Maelrubha  was  not  bom  till  642. 

The  following  table  exhibits  at  a  view  the  double  descent  of  our 
saint : — 

NiALL  ix.  Hostages  Luqhaidh 

I  (CujuB  ataYus  flor.  a.d.  286.) 

EoQHAN  (ob.  466)  I 

I  Cbimthann 

EOOHAIDH   BiNNIGH  | 

(a  quo  Cind  Bmnigh.)  E  B  N  A  N 

^  I  I 

Orimthann  Forgo 

P  '  «  I 

UuBoiRENN  Brian 

n    '  I 

Ullabbach  Eochaidh 

r   '  =    ' 

GrARBH  SbDNA 

[ L 

ELOANACH=:SuBTAN 

Maelbubha. 

The  name  Maelrubha  is  compounded  of  Mael,  *'  a  servant,"  and  Bubha, 
which  signifies  either  "patience"'  or  a  "promontory;"*  and  it  is  occa- 
bionally  met  with  in  Irish  records.  Maelrubha,  of  the  race  of  Conall 
Gulban,  was  great-grandfather  of  St  Moabba.*     Two  of  the  name  are 

^  •'  MacFirbis'  Genealogical  M.S.,"  p.  701  b. 

2  Ruba  .1.  pulan5  (*•  patience").     "  MacFirbia'  Gloss." 

5*  Of  frequent  occurrence  in  the  topography  of  Scotland,  as  a  point  of  land,  in 
words  beginning  with  Eu  or  Sue, 

*  See  the  genealogical  table  in  "  Reeycs's  St  Columba,"  at  p.  842 ;  "  Book  of 
Lecan,"  fol.  41  6a. 
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:. ! I ]'(.' ;  1  and  the  Fonr  MasterB, 
:,  iiiid  'J'J2,  record  the  deaths 

nj'  family  aBSOciation,  became 

■  ;  T.     The  Four  Masters,  led  by 

■  i'.-  oxpressly  that  he  was  abbot  of 

I  !u  re  is  no  authority  in  the  earlier 

[■roof  to  tlie  contraiy,  as  his  name 

;.1n^td  roL-ited  in  the  Antiphonary  of 

.;•<  [ilaco  seems,  however,  to  have  been 

'I  in  ^Scotland,  and  his  principal  church 

'!'.  alliliation  of  Bangor;  for  we  find,  at 

■  iio  doatli  of  an  abbot  of  Bangor,  who  took 

-  Ill ;  and  it  is  probable  thatFailbhe,  abbot 

:  iit  tsca,  with  twenty-two  members  of  his 

Lis  way  to  or  from  a  chapter  of  his  order 

iiil'lia,  being  now  twenty-nine  years  old,  with- 

v.mlry  to  Alba,  following  in  the  wake  of  St 

i   hlii  nation.    This  we  learn  from  the  Annals  of 

:Mor,  at  the  years  671  and  670  respectively,  in 

' .'.  Jintanniam  navigat.     Two  years  expired  before 

Hunt  settlement;  but  in  673,*  as  Tighemach  again 

'.idavit  eccleaiam  Aporcrosan,    The  Four  Masters,  at 

■  i.iine  the  two  entries,  omitting  any  notice  of  the  inter- 

'>;tt  in  that  year  ITlaolpuba  abb  benD6aip  t)0  t)ul  i 

po6ai5  ecclap  Qpopcpopon,  '^  Maelrubha,  abbot  of  Ben- 

..an,"  fd.  41 66 ;  "  MacFirbis'  Geneal.  MS.,"  p.  192.    ••  The  Annals 

.  Itj,  render  Maelrubha  ^7ttMi?tt6at;  and  at  902  by  EubaL 

Tori  Aneod.  torn.  iv.  p.  158;  "Operc/'  torn,  nndec.  pt.  iii.  p.  251; 

.T.  Hib.  Boript"  vol.  i.,  Ep.  Nnncnp.,  pp.  168,  sqq. ;  Peyron,  "  Gicoronis 

].,"  pp.  224-86  (StnttgardA,  1824) ;  especially  "  Ulster  Journal  of  ArcLoc- 

I.  i.  ppu  177-T9. 

.Loh  a  Mii!  nocsdad  by  Adamnan,  ii  45,  and  the  note,  p.  178,  in  Reeves's 


n— 1  TiuManii.  MfUHa^miiiig  of  Olonmaonoia"  have  Moyle-RwaUfinmded  the 
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char,  went  to  Alba,  and  founded  the  church  of  AporcroBsan.'"  Here  he 
continued  to  exercise  his  abbatial  ofSce  for  fifty-oue  yeare,  during  which 
time  he  founded  a  church  on  an  island  ia  a  lake  of  Ross-ahire,  which  takes 
its  name  of  Loch  Maree  from  bim ;  and  be  aci^uired  so  great  a  reputation 
for  Banctity,  that  he  was  regarded  as  the  patron  saint  of  this  part  of  Scot- 
land, wheno-e  he  extended  his  influence  both  in  islands  and  on  the  main- 
land. In  722  he  closed  his  labours;  and  hie  obit  is  thus  circumstantially 
recorded  by  Tighemach  :  Maelmba  m  Apercro»aan,  anno  Ixxx.  etatig  me, 
el  Iribut  mensibus,  iit  six.  diebtia  peraetit,  in  si.  Kal.  Maii  terlieferie  die, 
pavaat.  The  parallel  entry  in  the  Annals  of  Ulster,  at  721,  is  less  ex- 
plicit: Moflrtihai  in  Aptiremuon,  annol^xs.  etaiia  sue  lobiit].  Tigher- 
nach,  indeed,  subjects  his  accuracy  to  a  severe  test;  for  he  gives  the 
year,  722 ;  the  day  of  the  month,  Slat  of  April ;  and  the  day  of  the  week, 
Tuesday.    Let  us  try  him  on  Ins  own  telling  : 

The  cunent  letter  of  April  21  is  F;  therefore,  supposing  it  to  be 
Tuesday,  as  he  states,  the  Sunday-letter  will  be  D.  We  turn  to  the 
L'Art  de  Verifier  les  Dates  for  a  year  to  answer  this  note ;  and  722  ex- 
hibits the  desired  symbol, 

April  21  being  established  as  the  day  of  his  death,  we  refer  to  the 
Irish  calendars,  where  we  find  the  following  interesting  notices.  And 
first,  the  Feilire  or  Festival-hook  of  Aengas  the  Culdee,*  a  writer  who 
flourished  in  the  early  port  of  the  ninth  century  ; — 

In  Qlpain  co  nalaine 

lap  lecuD  cech  puba 

Luio  uainn  cora  niachaip 

Op  mbpachaip  THoelpuba, 
"In  Alba,  in  purity. 

After  abandoning  all  happiness, 

Hath  gone  from  us  to  his  mother, 

Our  brother  Maelrubha." 

I  "  Annalfl  of  tho  Four  Mastors,"  vol.  i.  p.  282.,  ed,  O'Donovan. 

'  This  moat  veBerable,  curious,  and  important  poem  baa  cover,  to  tbe  disgntee  of 
Ireland,  been  printed.  Ancient  copies  exist  in  MS.  in  the  Bodleian  library  (Rawl. 
606,  veil.) ;  the  Royal  Irish  Acud. :  and  (ho  O'Clery  collection  in  the  Burgtmdiut 
library  at  Bnuacla.  The  finest  and  best  annotated  copy  known  is  that  in  the 
Leabhar  Dreac,  fol.  28.    (Library  of  tho  B.  Irish  Academy.) 
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Upon  which  is  written  the  following  note  hy  an  early  hand :' — 

.1.  t)0  6enel  eogain  t)0,  ocup  i  nQl-     "  t.e.,  he  was  of  the  Cinel  Eoghain, 


pain  aca  .1.  m  Conpup  Cpoppan 
ocup  peil  a  eiq^echca  po.  Sub- 
can  mgen  Secnai  ocup  piup  Chom- 
50111  benDchuip  a  machoip  ocup 
m  Qbup  Chpepena  aca  a  chelL 


and  it  is  in  Alba  he  is,  i.e.,  in  Con- 
pur*  Crossan ;  and  this  the  festival 
of  his  death.     Subtan,  daughter  of 
Setna,  and  sister  of  Comgall  of  Benn- 
char,  was  his  mother ;  and  in  Abur- 
chresen  his  church  is/' 
Next  in  order  is  the  Martyrology  of  Tamlacht,  an  ancient  calendar, 
which  simply  gives  under  each  day  the  name  of  the  saint  and  his  prin- 
cipal church.     At  the  21st  of  April  it  has  the  commemoration, 

TTlaelpubach  benchaip, 
"  Of  Maelrubha  of  Bangor." 
The  Calendar  of  Marian  Gorman,  compiled  about  the  year  1167,  com- 
memorates, at  same  day, 

niaelpuba  naem, 
"  Maelruba  the  holy." 
Upon  which  is  the  gloss,  Qbb  benchaip,  "  Abbot  of  Benchar." 

Lastly,  the  Calendar  of  Donegall,  collected  from  ancient  authorities, 
by  the  O'Clerys,  in  the  early  part  of  the  seventeenth  century,  thus  notices 
the  saint : — 


TTlaelpuba  mac  GalganaiJ  Do 
fceneieo^oin  mic>leiU,  abb  benn- 
chaip  osup  po  bennaigh  pop  in 
Qlbain  .1.  in  Qpup  Cpoppan,  anno 
t)omini  721,  occmogac  blia6an  a 
aeip  an  con  po  paiD  a  ppipac. 
Suaibpeach  ainm  a  macaip.    No 


"Maelrubha,  son  of  Elganach,  of 
the  race  of  Eoghan,  son  of  Niall, 
abbot  of  Benchar ;  and  he  blessed 
also  [a  place]  in  Scotland,  i.e.,  in 
Apur  Crossan,  a.d.  721,  Eighty 
years  was  his  age  when  he  resigned 
his  spirit.     Suaibhsech  the  name  of 


I  The  notes  on  the  Feilire  are  ascribed  by  Colgan  to  Cathal  Magnire,  a  canon  of 
Armagh,  who  died  in  1498.  The  present  gloss  is  cited  in  Dr  Todd's  "  Introduc- 
tion to  the  Book  of  Obits  of  Christ  Church,"  p.  68. 

•  Conpur  seems  to  be  an  error  for  Apur^  as  the  contraction  q,  which  represents 
eon,  may  easily  have  been  mistaken  for  a. 

•  Cpepen  might  mean  '*  deyout,"  or  "  righteous  man."  But  it  is  more  likely  that 
the  ancient  name  of  the  Applecross  river. 

PART  II.  8 
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SOTiiboiSubtamiriSen  Seonapiu[>     liie   motlmr.     Or,   it  wu    Subtati, 
CoifismU  a  madaip.  daughter  of  Sedua,  flister  of  Com- 

gRll,  WRS  hia  mother." 


From  tliG  above,  it  may  be  seen  that  all  ihe  Irish  autUoritiee,  botli 
AddsIh  and  CalotiJare,  are  Hnanimoua  in  referring  hia  death  to  the  Slat 

The  following  is  a  connected  emnmBry  of  the  preceding  observations  : — 
St  Uaelrubha,  eon  of  Elgana  and  Subtan,  descended  on  his  father's  side 
from  Niall  the  Great,  through  the  Cinel  Oweu  race ;  and  by  bis  mother, 
from  the  Dalaradiati  stock,  and,  through  her,  nearly  related  to  St  ComgaU, 
was  bom  on  tbe  3d  of  January  642.  He  received  his  early  training  at 
his  kinsman's  famous  monastery  of  Bangor,  where  he  rose  bo  much  in 
esteem  that,  according  to  some  authorities,  he  became  the  abbot,  or  what 
ia  more  probable,  was  appointed  to  the  subordinate  station  of  prior.  In 
671,  having  attained  hia  twenty-ninth  year,  he  left  his  native  countiy 
and  withdrew  to  Scollaud.  Two  years,  which  were  probably  spent  in 
choosing  a  place  of  abode,  having  elapsed,  he  settled  in  673,  at  Apurcros- 
san,  oQ  the  north-west  coast  of  Scotland,  where  he  founded  a  church, 
which  became  the  nucleus  of  a  conventual  establishment,  following  tbe 
order  of  Bangor,  and  for  a  long  period  affiliated  to  that  monastery. 
After  a  presidency  of  fifty-one  years,  during  which  time  he  enjoyed  a 
character  of  great  sanctity,  he  died  a  natural  death  at  Apurcrossan,  on 
Tuesday,  the  21st  day  of  April  722,  at  the  age  of  eighty  years,  three 
months,  and  nineteen  days. 

Such  is  tbe  Irish  statement  of  his  history,  and  it  ia  too  circumstantial 
and  too  well  attested  to  admit  of  its  being  called  in  question.  Scottish 
authorities,  while  they  agree  with  the  Irish  in  coupling  the  name  and 
memory  of  the  saint  with  Applecroas,  as  hia  principal  church,  differ  very 
materially  from  them  aa  to  his  date,  history,  and  festival.  Indeed,  it  is 
difficult  to  avoid  the  alternative  of  supposing  that  tbey  have  confounded 
the  acta  of  two  saints,  or,  that  a  good  deal  of  what  is  set  down  to  Mael- 
rubha  by  thorn,  is  gathered  from  comparatively  recent  and  debased  tradi- 
tion. I  shall  adduce  these  writers  in  their  order  of  age,  premising  that 
the  day  which  all  Scottish  calendars  and  writers,  with  one  exception, 
have  chosen  for  the  naint's  festival,  is  the  27th  of  August. 
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The  Breviary  of  AI>erileon  in  iU  culiindar,  iit  tlie  vi.  kul.  Sept.,  notices 
Maelrubii  abbaiie,  medim  leclitmes  de  snnclo  Rupho,  novem  leclione*.  In  the 
Propriura  Sanctorum,  at  uame  tlay,  we  find  an  office  of  nine  lessons,  the 
middle  three  of  wliicli  are  devoted  to  St  Kuffue  of  the  Roman  Martyr- 
ology.  The  compiler  of  the  principnl  legend  of  the  day  evidently  was  in 
the  dark  aa  regarded  the  history  of  St  Malnihius,  and  records,  as  will 
presently  be  shown,  no  more  authentic  matter  in  the  narrative  than  a 
peasant  could  at  this  day  collect  in  the  regions  where  the  saint's  memory 
IB  preserved, 

Lee  i.  "  Malruhii  martyria  C'hristi  transitum  de  mundo  celehraturi 
dignis  cum  laudibua  ejus  commeuioracionem  iu  hymiiia  paallondo  et  can- 
ticis  Iransigemus  et  obDei  reverenciam  diem  presentemdiligenterdecorars 
stadebimuB  NecTCBtrassubterfugiat  uanctitatee  bunc  quern  colimuB  virum 
sub  regula  et  habitu  monacbsli  longOB  vite  sue  in  ealumitate  et  miseria 
triTJase  dieB.  Fidei  incredulos  ac  geiitilium  paganoB  suia  doctrina  et  pre- 
dicacione  ad  religionem  quam  profitemur  chriatianam  convertendo.  Lee.  H. 
Sednedieapreclarailladequalocutifuimuaabsque  miiaculorum  per  Dei 
Tirum  gestorum  narracionia  [recte  narratione  transeot]  ea  paucia  taxaudo 
ubi  plurima  quam  tempua  patitur  augustia  fueriut  [recte  plurima  temporis 
DOD  patitur angustia]declarabJmua.  Nam  cutunonnullimalarumcogitaci- 
onum  viri  de  Norvagii  regniculo  navigio  Rosaie  coulinibus  applicarent : 
beatum  audientes  Malrubiiim  alienam  ab  eonim  gentilitate  fidem  predi- 
cantem  Baoguinolentaa  in  Dei  unotum  intulerunt  manns  ac  gladioa  de 
vaginis  estrahentea  funestoa  beatum  Dei  virum  tanquam  agnum  maneue- 
tnm  et  pium  pro  Cbriati  nomine  pacientem  crudelitta  quam  enarrari  posset 
percusaerunt  etvulneraverunt;  et  tanquam  mortunmin  campis  ailveatribus 
canibus  et  avibua  devoiandum  reliquerunt,  Lee.  Hi.  Beatum  itaque  cor- 
puaculum  per  triduum  aemivivum  incognitum  popiilo  jacebat  Attamen 
perangeloa  Dei  continuaconsolacione  et  vieitacione  a  multis  visum  est 
asaociatum.  Locus  tamen  ubi  corpus  esanime  incubuit  fulgore  nimio  co- 
niscare  pluribua  apparuit  qui  illic  veoientes  beatum  Malrubium  in  agone 
laborantem  roperierunt  sed  eo  sanguine  et  corpore  Jesu  Christi  immacu- 
lati  Bgni  participati  [recte  participatoj  dominam  laudando  cum  sancta 
pacientia  et  eenectute  bona  in  fata  decesait  corpuaquc  ad  basilicam  que  a 
Tulgo  dicitur  Appillcroce  transferri  et  ibidem  tradi  sepulture  mandavit. 
At  ne  aanguia  beati  maityris  preoiosuB  in  terram  effusiiB  absque  venera- 
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aione  relinqiieretut  lUo  in  loco  io  liunore  martyrie  Bostri  eacratisaimi  ex 
incisD  robore  eatiB  reverenter  extnicla  est  cajielta  que  post«a  in  purrocbi- 
alem  erigitur  ecclesiam  que  in  presens  Urquhard  ab  illius  terre  incoHe 
Tocitatur.  (^TresmedieLectionei  de  sancloHuphomaTlyTe).  Lee.vii.  Interim 
populo  alia  qiiamplurima  contingebant  fieri  miracula  Daai  advereus  ineu- 
lanosbella  movontea  ad  prefatam  ecclesiam  de  Appilcroce  navigio  terram 
illam  vi  et  armis  expugoandam  et  depredandam  arripuerunt :  vcnim  quia 
terre  circumvicine'  per  eeaa  a  dicta  ecclesia  miliaria  immunit&tb  be&ti  viri 
meritis  gaudet  privilegio  eandem  a  quibuscunque  minus  juste  depredari 
minime  permittit  Daui  vero  de  premissis  cerciorati  Dei  vindictam  non  for- 
midantes  ia  beati  Malrubii  contemptum  eacerdotibusetoliisecclesiemin- 
istris  in  obprobrium  datia  victualia  et  animalia  cum  qiiibua  sese  sustentue 
deberent  vi  et  palam  abstulerunt  et  tapuerunt  atque  licet  ciborum  media 
aatrioti  fuerant  (justo  Dei  judicio)  auia  cum  rapinie  navibus  festinaxunt 
Nam  cum  tanta  prohibuit  mora  qnod  illo  in  territotio  manducare  nee  bibere 
potueractveliaque  exteDEta  more  miuime  agitatoventis  sed  tranquiUopros- 
pero  ut  apparuit  cursu  navigantes  videntibua  cunctis  eosdem  mare  omnes 
aimul  consumpsit  et  exsorbuit.  Lee.  viij.  Dehiuc  dum  prefati  insulani 
contra  Sosscnses  quosdam  veteres  escitarent  inimicitias  cogitaverunt  qua- 
titer  in  eos  vindicarent  inito  eorum  consilio  in  magna  virorum  copia  con- 
gregate ignorantibus  Eossiis  qui  cum  in  ecclesia  beati  Malrubii  de  Contan 
annuam  aauctiviri  celebrarent  solemnitatem  insalaui  clam  noctia  sub  silen- 
cioeoadem  inaidiarant  atque  igne  cccleaiam  prefatam  incenderunt  in  qna 
pluaquam  centeni  chrietiani  viri  et  mulieres  ferro  et  igne  extincti  sunt  qnod 
faeinus  Deus  ipse  glorioans  qui  sanguinis  iuuocencium  asperaionis  eat 
nltor  impunitum  non  permisit.  Nam  cum  quibusdam  illorum  occiaonun 
parentibuB  beatus  vjr  epparuisset  in  somnis  Bossii  in  brevi  aggregati  ennt 
nnmero  veiiim  quamqiiam  insnlani  illis  forciores  et  pociorea  fnerint 
Dichilominus  Dei  et  beati  viii  freti  auxilio  Bossii  insulanos  illoa  ita  com- 
peBCii[er]unt  et  gladio  perdomuemnt  quod  de  quincentie  armatia  triginta 
vis  viri  evaserant  qui  etiam  servi  hostium  et  dediticii  effecti  immo 
omnee  tanquam  non  Tidentea  alnpore  formidinis  perculsi  snnt  et  a  plnri- 
bus  adTeraariis  beatus  vir  baculum  gestans  manu  visus  est.  Lee.  ix. 
SacerdoB  quidam  parrochialia  inter  divina  celebranda  solemnitatem  bead 
martyria  Malrubii  suia  parrochianis  a  aervilibus  obserTandara  Eervjoiis 
'  See  tl[o  GsKlic  name  Comneh,  fnfre ;  aud  tin-  Siuiiiu  dirlA,  infra. 
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precepit  parrochiani  aatem  illi  quia  aatamnas  instabat  graua  naqne  ad 
veeperam  Don  obstante  metebant  pauloqne  ante  singule  domnB  meteu* 
cium  sponte  igne  accense  sunt  verum  quidam  devotua  diem  mariyrig 
solemniter  celebrabat  in  divinis.  Ita  contigit  quod  eingule domns  incendio 
conaumpte  Bunt  illiua  devoti  viri  domo  que  aliis  domibuB  contigua  fiierat 
tantum  excepta.  Et  cum  illi  meseores  domesticas  suas  rea  de  eisdem 
domibuB  advereuB  ventum  extraherent  sicat  fecerat  iste  devotua 
VentuB  vero  in  aliam  versus  est  regionem:  et  les  illo  que  piemitus 
a  vento  Balve  fuerint  igne  adverBante  Bimiliter  exhauate  sunt  BebuB  illiuB 
viri  altiH  in  medio  admixtia  integre  permanentibuB.' 

The  purport  of  this  narrative  is,  that  a  body  of  pagan  Norwegians, 
landing  on  tbe  eastern  shores  of  Rosa,  slew  Malrubius,  and  dragged  his 
body  into  tbe  thickets  to  be  devoured  by  wild  beasts.  That  his  martyr- 
dom occurred  at  Urquhard,  and  that  on  the  spot  where  he  suffered,  a 
wooden  chapel  was  at  first  constructed,  which  was  subsequently  super- 
seded by  the  parish  church  of  Urquhart  or  Ferintosh.  That  his  body 
was  removed  from  this  place  and  carried  to  Applecross,  where  it  was 
solemnly  interred.  That  in  after-times  the  lands  of  Applecross,  in  a 
radius  of  six  miles  from  the  saint's  church,  enjoyed  the  rights  of  sanc- 
tuary and  immunity ;  but  the  Danes,  who  invaded  the  district,  despising 
the  privilege,  plundered  the  priests  and  ministers  of  the  monastery,  and 
carried  the  booty  to  their  ships.  Tet  the  vengeance  of  Providence  over- 
took them,  for  they  perished  in  the  tranquil  sea.  On  another  occasion 
the  Islanders  surprised  the  Bossmen  who  were  aBsembled  in  St  Malm- 
bius's  church  of  Contan,  keeping  the  saint's  festival,  and  burned  the 
church  with  above  a  hundred  men  and  women  in  it.  Eat  the  Bossmen 
assembling  and  suddenly  attacking  the  invaders,  overthrew  them  bo 
signally,  that  of  five  hundred  scarcely  thirty  survived.  Lastly,  it  hap- 
pened that  one  year  some  people,  anxious  to  anticipate  the  advancing 
^fftuns,  neglected  to  observe  the  saint's  festival,  being  buBDy  occupied 
ing,  far  which  their  houses  took  fire  and  were  consumed,  while 
longing  to  a  man  who  respected  the  saint  and 
7,  was  miraculously  left  intact. 

it.  Part.  EbIW.,  Propr.  Sonet,  foil  89  bb—9l  aa  (Beprint). 
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The  next  aiitliority  in  an  Abardean  martyrology  preserved  in  ihi' 
UniTersity  Libmry  of  Edinburgh:  "vi,  Kal,  Sept.  In  Scotia  saiicii 
Ualnibii  Tiinrl.yria  sepaltus  apu<]  Appiihoree,  Roseeiisis  dyoceaie.  Cujus 
tanto  spentb^iliir  in  partibus  illis  beatitude  ui  patria  quanto  ejoBdetii 
miranda  Ajjiid  illam  indomitntn  genteiu  comprobatur  probittis  H 
patientia."' 

Adam  King'a  Calendar  at  the  27th  of  August  has ;  "  S.  Malnibe 
beremeit  and  mart,  be  ye  daneie  at  marne  in  ecot.  vnder  king  malcolme  2. 
—1024." 

Whom  Camerariiis  follows ;  Aug.  27.  "  S.  MalnibiuB  Martyr  a  Nor- 
uegia.     Celtibria  LaLetiir  in  Memia."* 

Dempeter,  in  bis  Menologium,  bos:  "Julius  xxvii.  Mamie  Malnibi 
Eremitw  €t  miirtyris  a  Dauis  interfecti."  And  again,  "  Augustus  xxvii. 
In  Scotia  Mulrubi  Eromitffi."'  In  hia  larger  work  be  is  more  explicit: 
"  S.  MalrubuB  crenuticam  vitam  sanctissime  profcseiis  Danis  sub  Mal- 
colmo  II.  Ri.-uli.im  iViiii  i.-;,-.imL'  incursantibua  ad  Maraam,  qiiam  lotiee 
optavit,  martyrii  palmam  tandem  recepit.  Apices  tantum  openim  inTenio 
cum  ea  perierint.  scTipserat  autem — 

De  imiUttane  Sanetonim,  Lib.  i. 
De  Christiana  porfectione,  Lib.  i. 

Vixit  anno  mxzit.    fiecolitur  ejus  memoiia  die  xxvij  Augnsti."* 

Bishop  Keith  copies  the  entry  in  Adam  King,  but  unhappily  tnim 
Mame  into  Naim.^ 

The  BoUandieta,  following  Dempster,  notice-theaaint  under  the  27th 
of  July,*  but  they  refer  to  the  27th  of  August  for  his  acta.  Under  the 
latter  day  they  cite  the  lesaona  of  the  Breviary  of  Aberdeen,  hut  fall  into 

■  Proceedings  of  the  Soeiet;  of  Antignaneg  of  Scotland,  vol.  ii.  p.  267. 

•  Da  Bootomm  Fortitadine,  p.  176  (Paris,  1681). 

»  Tho.  DempBleri  Monologii,  pp.  18,  21  (Bonon.  1C22J. 

•  Tho.  Dempsteri  Hist,  Ecclos.  Gent.  Bcotor. ;  vnl.  ii,  ]i.  450*  (Repr.  182».) 
'  Hietor.  Catal.  of  Bieliopfl.  p.  878  (Eainli.  1824), 

•  Acta  Sanctorom,  Julii,  torn.  ti.  p.  352  '., 
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the  error  of  making  the  place  of  his  martyrdom  to  be  Marnia  or  Memis  ;^ 
while  Patrick  Ninian  Wemyss,  cited  by  them,  fixes  it  ^'  penes  Naimam 
non  procul  ab  Invemesso."  They  are  again  in  error  in  taking  exception 
to  the  supposed  identity  of  Malrubius  and  Rufus : — **  Unde  censemns, 
non  satis  cum  vero  oonsentire,  qu»  scribit  Wemyssius  antea  allegatus ; 
Suspicor  hunc  Malrubium  eundem  esse  cum  famoso  illo  Rossensium  ere- 
mita,  de  quo  mira  narrantur,  quem  illi  Melrigam  vocant :  quia  narravit 
mihi  P.  Macra  noster,  eis  in  oris  mission arius,  et  amicus  meus,  Bossos 
suum  eremitam  latin^  Rufum  dicere :  jam  Malrubius  et  Rufus  non  mul- 
tum  discrepant."* 

Alban  Butler,  in  deference  to  both  Scottish  and  Irish,  notices  two  Mal- 
rubii ;  the  one  at  April  21,  whom  he  represents  as  ^'  of  Abur-Orossain, 
in  the  county  of  Ross  in  Ireland,"  who  was  slain  by  Norway  pirates  in 
721 ;  having  "  his  festival  in  Connaught."^  The  other,  as  leading  an 
eremitical  life  in  Scotland,  and  murdered  by  the  Norwegians  about  the 
year  1040.  The  note  adds,  that  ^^  he  is  not  to  be  confounded  with  St 
Malrubius  who  is  honoured  on  the  21st  of  April." ^  Thus  this  amiable 
writer  makes  confusion  doubly  confounded. 

The  sagacious  Thomas  Innes,  however,  was  not  to  be  misled  by  the 
conjectural  dates  of  Adam  King,  nor  even  by  his  native  ccJendars : 
'^  About  the  same  time  lived  among  the  Picts,  S.  Maolrubius  or  Mulruy, 
a  religious  man  of  great  sanctity  of  life,  who  being  slain  by  the  Danes 
or  Norwegians  in  an  invasion  they  made  into  Ross,  a.d.  721,  was  buried 
at  Apercross,  and  his  memory  celebrated  as  a  Martyr  upon  21st  of 
April."*  Here  it  is  to  be  observed  that  he  borrows  the  day  and  year 
from  the  Irish  authorities,  but  introduces  the  Scottish  tradition  of  the 
martyrdom,  which  is  not  borne  out  by  any  ancient  record.  It  is  also 
open  to  the  serious  objection,  that  the  Northmen  had  not  commenced 
their  recorded  ravages  of  North  Britain  so  early  as  the  year  721. « 

^  Marnia^  alias  The  Mearns,  was  an  old  name  of  Kincardinesliire.  But  may 
not  Marnia  have  been  a  name  for  the  district  abont  Urqahart  also  ? 

-  Acta  Sanctor.  Aug.,  tom.  vi.  pp.  181,  182. 

*  Lives  of  the  Saints,  April  21.  *  Ibid.  Aug.  27. 

''  Civil  and  Eccles.  Hist,  of  Scotland,  p.  819  (Spalding  Club).  He  is  styled 
martyr  in  the  legal  records  of  1548,  1649,  in  Appendix  infra. 

•'  The  tirst  inroad  of  the  Danes  on  England  was  a.d.  787  (Saxon  Chron.);  the 
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We  can  euilj  mrppo&e  tfak  rtory  of  S. 
DuieE  to  huTe  been  invented,  or  buuvwad 
bistonr,  but  it  ie  not  bo  easy  to  mooaant  lor  Ae  dbonpHMj  liguding 
the  BMiDtB  feFtival  iu  Ireluid,  Apifl 21, id  Soodnid  Ai^ait  87.  ThfB 
betft  BolutioD  Beem^  to  be  afionM  by  tbe  ptitial  cohirideaee  in  ■oniid  of 
the  uame  Mal-rui^i u«  with  £ic^.  St  Bi^w  or  BsfM,  of  O^Ui  «•■  • 
follower  of  St  Apollinaris,  an  alleged  disdple  of  St  Peter.  His  day  in 
the  Aoman  Caleudar  is  Augast  27th ;  and  he  ia  thenoe  tranafemd  into 
the  Irish  and  Scottish  Calendan.  Marian  Gonnan  has  Atfm  at  this 
day,  and  the  Feilire  of  ^ngas  devotes  a  quatrain  to  him : 

Opon^  in  mapcip  ^lantxii 
T^uphin  cam  conibinOe 
Co  pi5  nel  noem  nlK>e 
tuiD  cpe  poe  pinM. 

'  The  party  of  that  pure  martyr, 
Buphin  the  gentle  and  sweet : 
To  the  king  of  the  limitless  clouds 
He  went  through  a  field  of  spears.' 

I'lio  ScottiHh  calendar  in  like  manner  notices  him  together  with  Hael- 
nil>htt,  and  iiiKoi  is  liis  lessons  in  the  body  of  the  other  saint's.  Therefore 
it  in  iK)H8iblo  that  the  early  compilers  of  the  Scottish  calendar,  finding 
liuphua  fixed  througli  Cliristendom  to  this  day,  graflted  on  the  name  the 
mouiory  of  Maol-i?{i7>Aa ;  and  in  support  of  this  hypothesis,  it  may  be 
mentioned  that  an  island  off  Applecross,  now  called  Croulin  Beg,  was 
formerly  stylod  Si  Iiuphu3*B  Island,  and  that  in  a  native  aathority  onr 
saint  is  calliHl  ^*  St  Kicc  or  Rufus."^  In  the  case  of  three  or  four  other 
churches,*  the  (mtron  St  Bufus  seems  to  be  none  other  than  onr  Mael- 
mbha.    Or,  it  may  be  that  the  obsen^ance  of  the  festival  of  the  Trani- 

lirit  iu  In^lADil  in  7t>A.  In  7M  and  798  tho  island  of  Britain  was  ravaged  by  them; 
anil  iu  802  and  80C  Hy  waa  plundorod  by  thorn ;  and  these  appear  to  have  been  the 
earliMt  eceioaiiLitioal  upoliatious.  Henco  wo  may  pronounce  a  Danish  or  None 
descent  on  Rot»  in  721  to  bo  a  faMo. 

*  CiUWtanea  do  Kobus  Allviuiv  is.  p.  8'M. 

•  See  the  li*t  of  chuivhos  tt/'M.  uv.vitr  H.;rri<.  Kti:h.  Crail.      Bafford,  in  ElgiB, 
vad  anciently  AVW-c^ii  Je  Ksfit, — OM  S:;it.  Ao.  x\i.  ooC?. 
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lation,  or  of  some  such  ceremony,  instead  of  the  diei  natalis^  as  has  occa- 
sionally happened,  may  in  this  case  have  given  rise  to  the  different 
usages  of  the  two  sister  churches.  Indeed  the  gloss  on  the  Feilire  of 
^Dgus  alrearly  cited,  seems  to  imply  another  commemoration,  when  at 
the  2l8t  of  April  it  significantly  ohserves,  "  this  is  the  festival  of  his 
death."     Even  Dempster  wavers  hetween  July  27  and  August  27. 

One  point  more  deserves  to  be  noticed  before  I  treat  in  detail  of  the 
churches  where  St  Maelrubha  is  venerated,  namely,  the  endless  variety 
under  which  his  name  is  presented,  both  simply  and  iu  combination. 
Preserving  the  radical  letters,  we  find  it  in  the  forms — 

Mulruby,  Malruf,  Malrou,  Molroy, 

Mulrew,  Malrew,  Mulruy,  Melriga. 

Dropping  the  I  from  maoly  we  observe  it  contracting  into— 

Marow,  Marrow,  Maro,  Maroy, 

Morew,  Morow,  Murruy,  Mareve, 

And  by  a  further  process  becoming — 

M&ree,  M&rie,  M&ry,  Mury, 

which  is  the  prevalent  pronunciation  of  the  name  in  Rosshire  and 
Argyle,  and  in  speaking  is  sufficiently  distinct  from  Mary  the  female 
name,  though  on  paper  it  is  apt  to  be  confounded  with  it,  and  has  in 
many  instances  caused  the  patronage  of  ancient  churches  under  Celtic 
foundation  to  be  transferred  to  the  Virgin  Mary^  instead  of  St  Mael- 
rubha, thereby  assigning  her  a  distinction  which  was  very  sparingly,  if 
ever,  accorded  to  her  in  the  early  Scotic  Church,  whose  favourite  practice 
was  to  adopt  the  founder's  name,  and  limit  the  honour  to  native  merit. 

Again,  another  process  drops  the  initial  letter  of  the  names  in  com- 
position, and  thus  we  get — 

Arrow,  Erew,  Errew,  Olrou. 

A  further  retrenchment  discards  the  first  element  of  the  compound 
name,  which  gives  us — 

Eice,  Ro,  Row,  Ru,  Rufus,  Ruvius, 

'  An  accomplished  Irish  antiquary,  Charles  Haliday,  Esq.,  states  that  in  no  case 
was  there  an  ancient  Irish  dedication  to  the  Virgin  Mary — St  Brigid  being  the 
female  of  highest  honour ;  but  that  the  Danes  discarded  her,  adopting  Mary  instead, 
and  even  changing  some  existing  churches  to  her  invocation.  A  favourite  title  for 
St  Brigid  was  "  the  Mary  of  the  Irish."  See  Dr  Todd's  "  Liber  Hymnorum,"  part  i. 
p.  64. 
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And,  to  crown  all,  by  an  inverse  process,  the  natives  on  the  east  side  of 
Scotland,  less  inclined  to  hurry  off  the  honoured  sound,  combine  both 
name  and  title,  running  Saint  Malruhke  into  the  euphonistio  form  of 
SummereWy  and  this  again  diverging  into  the  local  varieties  of— 
Summaruff,  Samarive,  Samarevis,  Sameriyis, 

Samarvis,  Samervis,  Smarevis,  Smarivis. 


On  AFTER  II. — Local  Gommbmobations. 


I.   APPLBCROSS. 


Qpopcpopon  [Tigh.  673 ; 

iv.  Mast.  671,  797] 
apopcpoppon  [Tigh.  722 ; 
An.  Ult.  672] 
Qpuop  cpopan  [lb.  737] 

Qpupcpopan  [An.  Ult.  801 ; 

iv.  Mast.  721] 
Qpupcpoppon  [An.  Ult.  721] 

Cpopan  [An.  Ult.  736] 


Obup  Cbpepen  [Gloss.  Feilire] 
Qpupcpoppan  [Mar.  Grorm. ; 

Cal.  Doneg.  21  Apr.] 
Appilcroce  [Brev.  Aberd.] 
Appillcroce  [Ibid.] 
Appilhors  [Mart.  Aberd.] 
Apilcroce  [Reg.   Sec.  Sig. 

1540, 1583] 
Abilcors  [lb.  1648, 1549] 
Apelcroce  [Retour,  1662] 
Apilgirth  [MS.  1640] 


This  name  in  its  original  form,  as  supplied  by  early  Irish  records,  is 
manifestly  compounded  of  Apur  or  Afor^  the  old  form  of  the  British 
Ah^y  which  signifies  ^Hhe  mouth  of  a  river;''  and  Crassan  the  name  of 
the  stream  which  flows  into  the  bay  a  little  west  of  the  church.  This  old 
name  of  the  river  is  locally  forgotten,  and,  instead  of  it,  they  use  the 
borrowed  designation  Ahhuin  Marecy  i.e.  "  Maree's  River,**  or  the  Apple- 


^  This  word  is  unknown  in  Ireland,  and  docs  not  exist  among  the  Irish  branch  of 
the  Celtic  race.  Inver  is  the  term  communly  omployrd  in  Ireland,  as  it  is  on  the  west 
side  of  Scotland.  Aber  prevails  on  tho  cast  n\do.  Tlu*  oxiHtence  of  an  Aber  in  the 
eighth  century,  on  tho  west  side  of  Ross-shire,  iiidicatos  u  Pictish  occupation  of  the 
district  previously  to  that  time.  See  Adainnan'H  account  of  the  Pict  who  wv 
ferried  over  to  Skye  to  be  haptizod  by  St  Cohuiiba.     Vit.  i.  33  (p.  62,  ed.  Reenes). 
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cross  River,  as  it  is  marked  on  the  county  maps.  In  all  the  Irish  autho- 
rities which  notice  the  place,  the  word  is  found  in  its  correct  form ;  but 
in  all  existing  Scottish  records,  and  in  the  language  of  the  Gaelic-speak- 
ing natives,  it  is  called  Appilcross  or  Applecross.  We  have  no  means  of 
ascertaining  at  what  period  the  apur  passed  into  apil^  and  crossan  into 
crossy  but  the  change  probably  arose  from  a  tendency  to  facilitate  the 
utterance  of  the  compound. 

In  the  modem  etymology  of  the  name,  we  have  a  striking  example  of 
the  literary  loss  which  a  country  sustains  in  the  destruction  of  her  primi- 
tive records,  and  of  the  childish  extravagance  into  which  even  men  of 
sense  and  education  may  run,  when  they  have  no  other  guide  in  etymo- 
logy than  untutored  conjecture.  "Applecross,"  says  the  Bev.  John 
McQueen,  a  clergyman  who  knew  Gaelic  as  well  as  English,  "  is  a  fanciful 
designation  assumed  by  one  of  the  proprietors  of  that  part  of  the  parish, 
from  which  it  derives  its  name.  In  commemoration  of  this,  five  apple- 
trees  were  planted  cross- ways,  and  have  since,  in  form,  been  perpetuated 
by  his  successors."*  This  was  written  in  or  before  the  year  1792;  but 
the  derivation  seemed  too  good  to  be  abandoned,  and  so  late  as  1836, 
the  Bev.  Boderick  M^Bae,  impressed  with  the  same  idea,  states  that  "  the 
modem  name  Applecross  was  given  to  the  parish  by  the  gentleman  who 
was  proprietor  of  the  Comaraich  estate,  at  the  time  of  the  erection :  in 
commemoration  of  which  event,  five  apple  trees  had  been  planted  cross- 
ways  in  the  proprietor's  garden."* 

When  the  writer  of  the  present  paper  visited  Applecross,  in  1854,  he 
was  informed  by  the  then  minister  that  the  cross  trees  which  yielded 
the  name  were  chesntU  instead  of  apple  I  A  communication  lately 
received  from  the  spot  suggests  a  solution  by  supposing  "  a  cross  of  trees 
with  a  crab-apple  in  the  centre."  Another  and  more  ecclesiastical 
version  of  the  etymology  is,  that  every  apple  which  grew  in  the  monks' 
garden  was  marked  with  the  sign  of  the  cross.' 

Nay,  the  tendency  which  exists  in  the  Celtic  mind  for  quasi  and  fanci- 
ful etymologies  will  not  allow  even  the  common  Gaelic  designation  of  the 
sanctuary-land  to  escape.     The  Breviary  of  Aberdeen  states,  that  the 

1  01(1  Statistical  Account  of  Scotland,  vol.  ill.  p.  869. 

*  New  Statistical  Account  of  Scotland,  vol.  xiv.  (Ross-shirc),  p.  100. 

^  Anderson's  Guide  Book,  p.  481. 
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prmlegal  tenicorr  of  ths  efauck  i  iliwliil  ax  wks  f 
direcrioos.  ThLi  Civet  w^  nxamai»dj  caffed  f omtkA,  c 
which  id  ei^ilTklenC  »  d><i  or  Smmetmmry,'  mad  ■  i^UIj  iBtcxpntod  bj 
the  eoatriba:-:in  co  bcch  Sonstic*!  Acnwn^  Trt  local  hj^hiIo^  wmg- 
gtma  C-nmckrii,  ~  »  b^Ur-beli,"  b«caBR  the  sua  wba  &nt  haded  palled 
off  hid  beUTbuiii.  vfi  donz  it  b«fon  him  oa  the  shocr.  ariB^  oat.  Mm 
dtomu-Jkri*  -M.  "  Mj  WUt-EkIi  a(MXt  too."  Thii  [^ara  «hae  he  leaded  is 
■tin  muked  by  f<^ar  (ree«  oa  ih«  sMe  irf  ihe  b*T,  aboal  m.  handled  jvdi 
Kath  of  the  well ' 

Maclnibha  the  fooibjer.  of  whom  w«  have  klreadj  RCated,  «■#  saccceded 
ID  ApfacTrjtema  by  Fulbh^.  soa  of  Gnuiv,  «ho  pen«hed  at  ■«•  in  T37,  ae 
it  thm  recorded  by  the  aatuli^  Tighemach  : — Fmilbe  mtme  6wfr«. 
M^eirthai  eirit  ^recli  M^deryibmi  ktm],  i.  e.  Aptorrrvt^itk.  im  pwvfiauio 
pdmyi  duntrtm  ttt  cmm  wu  mauti*  an^wfj  mV.'  Or,  as  the  *i»m1«  of 
Ulster,  at  73^,  raeOt  /timt  Cwitnr  Matlr*hii.  imi  CnMia,  i»  pr^wjo 
fftlayi  dimemt  tml  nM  mu  nawTu  HHmero  J^ni  *  Or.  a8  the  Four  Mastery 
at  732 :  pailbe  mac  5"^?^  oorbapba  TI1aoitepu5a  do  batoD  go  bpoi- 
pmn  a  lainge  amaille  pfir-  Oiop  ap  pl•^lc  oUion.  "Failbhe.  eoti  of 
Gnaire,  caci^esEor  of  Maelrubha,  was  drowned,  and  the  crew  of  hie  f'hip 
together  with  him.  Two  and  tweaty  their  namber."*  These  twenty- 
two  were  probably  brethren  of  the  commanity  of  Applecroes,  who,  liie 
the  congiegatioa  of  Hy.  were  trained  to  a  ee*fahng  as  well  as  agrictd- 
toial  life. 

In  the  coarse  of  the  same  centniy.  a  member  <rf  the  family  of  Apor- 
cronan  became  abbot  of  Bangor  in  the  Aida  of  Ubter,  the  institution  of 
which,  as  has  been  already  observed,  St  Maetrabha  had  originally  been  a 
member.  His  obit  is  thns  recorded  by  the  Aonals  of  Ulster,  a.c.  SOI: 
Mae  Oigi  Apvirthroaan  ah  Benehair  ftlicitfr  ritam  in  pact  JSnivil,*  Of 
this  HacOigi  we  hear  nothing  funher;  bat  the  writer  uf  this  paper  is 
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atrongly  of  opinioa  that  he  is  the  individaaJ  familiarly  known  at  A{iple- 
crOBs  as  Ruaidhri  mor  MacCaoigan,  whose  tombstone  the  slab  bearing 
the  incieed  cross  (certainly  the  monument  of  an  ecclesiBBtic)  is  aaid  to  he. 
MacCaotgan  may,  without  any  Etraining,  be  traced  to  MacOigi,  the  last 
letter  of  the  mac  being  attracted  to  the  following  vowel.' 

This  is  the  last  reference  to  the  place  in  the  Irish  Annals,  and,  it  may 
be  Baid,  iu  all  exieting  records,  until  it  makes  its  appearance  as  "  aue 
commoun  kirk  of  the  biechoprik  of  Hob."'  Tbere  eiiste,  indeed,  a  vivid 
tradition  of  an  individual  styled  the  Bed  Priest  of  Applecroas,  who  is  said 
to  have  conveyed  to  his  daughter  the  rich  estates  with  which  this  church 
was  endowed,  and  which,  down  to  his  time,  had  been  enjoyed  by  his  pre- 
decessors in  office.^ 

It  would  seem  that  the  office  of  fierenach,  or  hereditary  farmer  ol' 
abbey-lands,  which  was  originally,  both  in  Ireland  and  Scotland,  of  a 
clerico-secular  character,  was,  in  the  case  of  this  church,  early  vested  in 
the  family  of  O'Beollan.*  They  were  of  Irish  extraction,  and  of  the 
same  stock  as  St  Maelnibba,  the  founder,  although  their  exact  descent 
is  forgotten,  lu  the  present  tnataoce,  as  in  the  richly- en  do  wed  churches 
of  Dull  and  Gleiidochart  in  Scotland,'  and  of  Armagh  and  Bangor  in 
Ireland,  the  secular  functions  of  the  herenach  in  process  of  time  gained 
upon  the  clerical ;  and  the  transmiBsion  of  the  eetatea,  which  was  origi- 
nally by  election  in  the  founder's  kin  at  large,  became  limited  in  direct 
Buoeession,  marriage  on  the  part  of  the  tenants  being  both  allowed  and 
practised.  In  this  manner  the  church-lands  of  Applecross  became  an 
heirloom  in  one  family,  which  family,  namely  O'Beollain,  furnished  the 
recipient  of  the  first-created  earldom  of  Rosa.  The  legendary  history  of 
the  UacDoQalds,  published  by  the  lona  Club,  states  that  "  this  surname 
Obeotan  waa  the  surname  of  the  Earls  of  Boss,  till  Farquhar,  bom  in 

^  Thus  in  Ireland,  Uac  Aitaili  becomes  Mac  Carlan  ;  Mac  Aongusu,  Mae  Gtnaii ; 
Loch  Oirbsen.  Loch  Cornb. 

•  Orig.  Par.  Scot.,  vol.  ii.  p.  403. 

"  Old  Stat  Account,  vol.  iii.  p.  379. 

•  In  Itelnnd,  the  O'Beollans  were  herennclis  of  Bt  Columba'a  church  of  Dnimcliff, 
ntar  Sligo.     (See  Beerea's  Columhn,  pp.  2"9.  400.} 

•  See  Mr  C.  lanea's  Preface  to  the  Black  Book  of  Taymouth,  p.  34 ;  Mr  J,  Bobort- 
BUD  ■  Bdmirable  reaeiudieB  in  the  Uiacellany  of  the  Spalding  Club,  vol.  t.  pp.  flO, 
74    New  Stat.  Ac,  i.  p.  766. 
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Hdss,  wbh  created  earl  by  Kin^;  Alexatiiler,  and  eo  carried  tlie  name  of 
liosB  BJnce,  OB  beat  aDB^r^riug  the  EDglieh  toag^ue.  This  Obeotan  had 
bis  descent  from  the  ancient  tribe  of  the  MeDapii ;  of  this  tribe  u  also 
St  Rice  or  Eufus.'" 

In  the  early  part  of  the  thirteenth  century,  a  member  of  this  family, 
commonly  known  by  the  epithet  Mackentagairt — that  is,  Mac-an-tsagairt, 
"  son  of  the  priest" — distinguished  himBelf  by  his  military  exploits,  aB  is 
recorded  in  the  Chronicle  of  Melrose,  at  the  year  1215  : — "  Intravenint  in 
Moreuiiim  hostes  domini  Begis  Scotie,  scilicet,  DovenaMus  Ban  filiua 
Macwillelmi,  et  Eeunauch  mac  Art,  et  filiua  cnjuadam  Regis  Uibemie, 
cum  turba  malignantium  eopiosa ;  in  quos  irruens  Madimiagar  hostes 
regis  valide  proatravjt,  quorum  capita  detnincavit,  et  novo  Regi  nova 
muneraprjeBeutavit,  xvij.  Kal.  Julii,  proptijr  quod  dompnua  Rex  novum 
militem  ipsum  ordinavit,""  In  1235,  in  a  battle  between  the  King  of 
Scots  and  Galwegiana,  the  same  warrior  rendered  essential  service  to  the 
soi/ereign :  "  In  principio  autem  certanilnia  supervenit  Comes  Sosen- 
sJB,  nomine  Mackinsagart,  et  hostes  a  tergo  invadehot."^  This  individual 
was  probably  Ferchar  O'BeoUan,  son  of  the  abbot  of  Applecross,  whose 
lordship  ivas  afterwards  known  as  "  Ergadia  Borealia  (i.e.,  Nortliem 
Argyle)  que  est  Coraitis  de  Ross." 

The  Red  Priest  was  Gilla  Patrick  O'BeoUan,*  whose  daughter  was 
married  or  handfasted  to  Alexander,  Lord  of  the  Isles  of  Lochalsh,  and 
waa  mother  of  Celestine  de  Inanlis,  in  whose  charter  of  1467  these  lands 
are  included.  In  MacVurrich's  Gaelic  manuscript  he  is  styled  Oiol- 
(apadniig  Buaidh,  son  of  Bury,  son  of  the  Green  Abbot,  son  of  the  Earl 
of  Ross ;  the  original  words  being — Chlann  eSe  ag  Alasdair  iodhon  tuis- 
lulion  inghean  Ohille  Phadrig  Ruaidh  mie  Saighre  mtc  an  Aha  Vaine 
mhic  larla  Roia  do  na  Eosachadh  a  thloinneadh  ;^  "  Alister  had  other 
children,  the  offspring  of  the  daughter  of  GtHapatrick  Roe,  son  of  Rury, 


'  CuUectanea  de  Rebua  Albanicis,  p.  304. 

'  Chronica  de  Mailioa,  p.  117. 

^  lb.  p.  145.     8o  Fordun,  8nitichron„  ii.  49  (vol.  ii.  p.  61). 

*  There  ia  also  a  tiaditiun  of  a  Std  Pn'at  at  DumcBB  iind  Farr.  iu  SuUierlaud. 
See  Orig.  Par.  Scot.,  vol.  !i.  part  2,  pp.  702,  703,  708. 

<^  For  thia  extract,  as  well  as  for  the  Bret  saggestions  reR-ardiTi^  the  O'BooUann, 
1  am  indpl)tt>J  to  my  Innmed  nnd  inpenioua  Triend.  W.  F.  Skene,  Esq 
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son  of  the  Green  Abbot,  sod  of  the  Earl  of  Ross,  whose  surname  was 
of  the  Bosses. 

larla  Rois   /'icf^ 

I 

Abb  Uaine 
Ruaidri       f%y 

Giollapadraig  Ruaid.  ,  „    -   . .-- --% 

The  story  of  the  Red  Priest,  as  now  current  in  the  neighbourhood,  is 
mixed  up  with  a  good  deal  that  is  apocryphal.  As  related  to  the  writer  by 
his  venerated  friend  the  minister  of  Lochcarron,  it  is  to  the  following 
effect : — The  Sagart  Ruadh,  or  Red  Priest,  was  married,  and  had  by  his  4  i  / 
¥afe  an  only  child,  a  female,  who  was  early  betrothed  to  a  son  of  the  xji.  Cs^fli. 
laird  of  Coul.     The  Priest  is  supposed  to  have  been  a  MacDonald.     The  /4  ^' 

girl  in  process  of  time  grew  to  maturity,  when  several  neighbouring  lairds  *      ^ 

strove  to  win  her  affections.  Among  others,  Mackenzie  of  G^rloch,  who 
attempted  abduction,  but  paid  dearly  for  his  desperate  experiment.  He 
came  by  sea  with  a  band  of  daring  men,  whom  he  landed  on  the  shore 
below  the  manse ;  and  while  he  remained  with  a  single  companion  in  the 
boat,  they  proceeded  under  cover  of  night  to  execute  his  orders.  It  would 
seem  that  the  Red  Priest  had  previously  obtained  some  secret  information 
of  their  intentions,  and  was  prepared  for  their  reception.  So  he  invited 
them  into  his  house,  and  received  them  with  seeming  hospitality ;  but,  in 
the  middle  of  the  entertainment,  a  body  of  men  who  were  lying  in  wait, 
upon  a  given  signal,  rushed  in  and  slew  all  the  guests.  From  the  ban- 
quet-room they  hastened  to  the  shore,  and  there  finding  the  laird,  with 
his  attendant,  they  put  them,  in  like  manner,  to  death.  All  their  bodies 
were  buried  in  Applecross  churchyard.  After  this  catastrophe  a  Mac- 
Donald  paid  his  addresses  to  the  damsel,  and  was  accepted,  which  so 
exasperated  the  Mackenzies  of  Coul,  that  they  came,  demanded  the  lady 
for  their  chief,  and  succeeded  in  scattering  the  MacDonnells,  on  whose 
withdrawal  the  lady  was  surrendered  to  them,  and  with  her  the  lands  of 
Applecross.*  Thus,  as  the  story  goes,  these  lands  came  into  the  family 
of  Mackenzie,  with  whom  they  remained  till  the  other  day,  when,  by  the 

*  In  1662  John  M'Keanzie  of  Aplecroce  was  served  heir  male  to  his  grandfather, 
Alexander  M'Koanzie  of  Coull,  in  the  lands  of  Aplecroce.     (Orig.  Par.,  ii.  p.  404.) 
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gentle  proc«8B  of  legml  tmrnfer^  they  became  the  property  of  his  Onee 
the  Duke  of  Leeds. 

Another  version  of  the  story  is :  The  Bed  Priest  was  a  MaeDonald, 
and  the  last  of  that  family  who  was  proprietor  of  these'Ianda.    He  was 
married  to  one  of  the  MacEenzies  of  Boss-shire,  by  whom  he  had  a  son 
called  Duncan,  the  object  of  his  mother  s  aTersioii.    The  Priest  was  in 
the  habit  of  officiating  at  Grairloch.    On  one  occasion,  while  there,  his 
wife  sent  secret  emissaries  to  incite  the  Gairloch  people  to  kill  him. 
This  they  refused  to  do  while  he  was  on  their  ground ;  but  while  accom- 
panying him  homewards  across  the  Tourbuoy,  between  Tonidon  and 
Gairloch,  three  of  them  followed  him,  under  the  semblance  of  friendship, 
farther  than  the  rest,  and,  while  parting  with  him  at  a  bog  on  the  U^  of 
Tourbuoy,  as  he  turned  his  back  to  cross  a  pool,  they  stabbed  him,  and 
the  wound  being  mortal,  he  expired  on  the  spot.    The  bog  is  still  called 
FeM-an-Ukagairt,  or  "  the  Priest's  Bog."    It  is  not  known  where  he  is 
buried.    His  son  had  children  whose  descendants  are  said  to  be  still  on 
the  property.    By  means  of  this  murder  the  MacBuries  obtained  pos- 
session of  the  estate.    But  the  papers  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Mac- 
kenzies,  who  excluded  Duncan,  and  eventually  established  themselves 
in  possession  of  the  lands.     The  Bed  Priest  also  officiated  in  a  cave  in 
this  parish,  at  a  place  called  Ftam-na-fnor.    The  sitting-stones  are  still 
in  the  cave,  which  is  called  Ob-vM-nughacJi.   The  reputed  descendants  of 
the  Priest  live  at  Torridon,  and  they  are  locally  regarded  as  the  rightful 
owners  of  the  property.    Their  burying-ground  is  pointed  out  in  the 
churchyard  of  Applecross,  in  a  spot  which  was  outside  the  west  end  of 
the  old  church. 

But  to  return  to  St  Maelrubha :  the  local  tradition  concerning  him  is, 
that  he  came  to  Applecross  from  lona,  and  made  this  the  principal 
place  of  his  abode  during  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  preached  in 
various  parts  of  the  parish;  and  the  spots  called  Svidke  Marte  and  Loch 
Marte^  are  commemorative  of  his  visits.  Sometimes  he  crossed  over  to 
Skye,  and  at  Ashaig.  between  Eyleakin  and  Broadford,  he  founded  a 
church.  He  also  frequented  tbo  islaiiii  in  Lcnb  Maree  which  bears  his 
name.  He  died  at  Ferintos^b,  when  in  xhc  i;i>v:]. arjo  of  bis  sacred  call- 
ing.   Before  he  expired,  be  gave  tiirev  ti  :  <  tLai  lour  men  should  be  sent 
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for  to  Applecroaa,  who  should  convey  his  liody  thither.  But  tha  Ferin- 
toah  people  oeglected  to  fulfil  his  dying  iojunctionB,  for  they  wished  to 
retain  hie  remaine  in  their  own  churchytkrd.  But  when  his  body  was 
placed  on  rests  outside  the  cbamher  where  he  died,  in  order  to  its  being 
carried  to  burial,  the  united  efforts  of  the  aasembled  people  were  insuffi- 
cient for  its  removal.  Perceiving  that  some  unseen  agency  operated 
againet  thenij  they  sent  for  four  ApplecroBs  men,  who  lifted  the  coffin  at 
once,  and  carried  it  with  such  ease  that  they  rested  only  twice  upon  the 
road — firet  at  Kennlochewe,  at  a  place  called  Suidhe,  and  secondly  at 
Bealaeh  an  tsnidhe,  between  Shieldag  and  Applecross.  On  reaching  his 
last  home  he  was  solemnly  interred  in  the  churchyard,  and  the  spot 
which  is  Bupposed  to  be  hia  grave  is  marked  by  a  little  hillock,  called 
Olaodh  Maree.  Hia  tombstone,  it  is  said,  was  sent  from  Norway  by  the 
king's  daughter,  and  its  material  was  red  granite.  Some  fragments  of 
it  are  lying  about  the  churchyard.  It  was  broken  when  the  present 
manse  was  a-building,  and,  with  the  debris  of  the  old  niins,  was  carted 
away  for  the  walla  of  the  dwelling-house.  But  in  the  midst  of  the  pro- 
ceeding the  work  was  suspended,  in  consequence  of  a  dream  which  the 
maflter-masoD  had,  wherein  be  was  warned  not  to  touch  that  atone.  Soon 
after  he  was  thrown  from  the  scaffolding,  and  hia  sknll  fractured  on  the 
Belfeame  object  of  his  impiety  and  dream, 

It  is  believed  that  a  man  who  takes  about  his  person  a  little  earth 
from  this  churchyard  may  travel  the  world  round,  and  that  he  will  safely 
return  to  the  neighbouring  bay;  also,  that  no  one  can  commit  suicide, 
or  otherwise  injure  himself,  when  within  view  of  this  spot. 

Existing  Remains. 
TSeai  to  the  bay,  a  little  north  of  the  place  where  the  stream,  locally 
known  as  the  Amhain  Maree,  or  Moelrubba's  River,  falls  into  the  sea, 
is  the  spacious  churchyard,  which  is  entered  from  the  south-west,  near 
the  Applecross  Manse.  The  first  object  which  attracts  attention  is  the 
upright  slab  which  stands  on  the  sward,  facing  to  the  south,  and 
bearing  the  figure  of  a  collared  cross,  which  is  clear  on  the  top,  and 
left  arm,  hut  lower  down  is  merely  incised  in   outline.'      It  is  9 


'  To  this  Mr  Muir  refura  iu  the  following  j 
ntiin,  ftmong  many  [croBaas]  of  oriliiiEiry  raer 


:e  :  "  HoM-ehire  ie  tnown  to 
mn  very  fine  epecitnone :  bnt 
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feet  S  inches  high,  2  feet  10  incbee  broad,  and  2f  inches  thick.  It  is 
locnilj  called  Cloch  Ruairidh  MocCaoigcn,  and  it  is  said  that  it  for- 
merly Btood  near  the  moutb  of  the  river,  and  marked  the  grave  of  an 
ancient  chief,  called  Ruairidh  Mor  MacCaoigen,  who  had  been  pro- 
prietor of  Applecrosa.  Concerning  this  name  and  its  bearer,  the  writi>r 
has  already  expressed  bis  opinion.* 

South  of  this,  at  the  opposite  eide  of  the  road,  is  a  nearly  ctrcnlar 
space,  about  ten  yards  in  diameter,  enclosed  by  a  low  embankment  of 
tlie  same  form.  Tliia  is  the  vestige  of  some  ancient  appendage  of  St 
Maelmbba's  primitive  establishment,  although  its  use  is  now  nnknown. 
It  is  said  to  contain  human  remains;  but  no  one  Lna  been  buried  within 
the  precincts  in  the  memory  of  man.  It  is  at  present  considered  the 
special  property  of  the  gentry  of  the  place ;  and  so  strong  is  the  disincli- 
nation to  disturb  the  invisible  owners,  that  many  of  the  neighbours 
wonld  rather  face  the  enemy  in  the  field  than  meddle  with  it. 

Fussing  on,  the  parish  church  nest  presents  itself.  It  was  built  in 
1S17,  partly  upon  the  site  of  an  older  church,  which  was  condemned  in 
1788,  but  was  standing  in  1792,  and  described  as"  the  skeleton  of  a  parish 
church,  still  the  only  edifice  for  public  worship  in  the  parish."  At  the 
west  end  of  it,  a  little  north-west  of  the  west  gable  of  the  present  church, 
is  a  spot  which  is  pointed  out  as  the  burial-place  of  the  Red  Frieet's 
family. 

Proceeding  eastwards  past  the  church,  the  visitor  reaches  an  old  bnild- 
ing,  which  might  be  taken  for  a  disused  church,  but  that  it  stands  north 
and  south.  It  is  roofed  and  closed,  and  whatever  might  have  been  its 
original  purpose,  it  is  now  the  vault  of  the  Applecross  family.  This  is  the 
building  to  which  the  writer  in  the  Old  Statistical  Account  refers,  when  he 
says,  "  Close  by  the  parish  church  are  the  remains  of  an  old  religions 
house,  where  the  standard  and  soles  of  crucifixes  are  still  to  he  seen."' 

tbo  onlj  ons  I  bnvo  seen  is  that  called  tbe  Cttieh  Mhor  Mne-Cuagim,  in  the  burjing- 
gronnd  at  Appleorosa.  It  is  a  ver;  poor  eiampls,  9  feet  4  inches  in  height, 
exhibiting  a  wheel-croea  deepl;  incisod  on  the  soath  face,  with  its  aamtnit  alioTe 
ths  arma  cut  oat  heo."    EccleBiological  Notes,  Ac.  (Edinb.  185fi),  p.  32. 

The  local  tradition  concerning   Bnaridb   Hor  MaoCaoigen  is,  that  he  wo* 
In  battle  with  the  Danes,  either  iu  this  bay  or  at  Toacaig,  where  there  isaba; 
Loekcm  a  OhalA,  "  Battle  Bay." 
;VoL  iii.  p.  879. 
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The  present  door  is  in  the  north  end,  in  which  direction  the  building 
formerly  extended  beyond  its  present  limits. 

At  a  short  distance  south  of  this  is  the  little  elevation  called  Claodh 
MareBy  which  is  supposed  to  mark  the  founder's  grave. 

Beyond  this  is  the  eastern  boundary  of  the  churchyard,  but  in  the 
field  outside,  at  a  little  distance  on  the  north-east,  is  a  mound  which  is 
said  to  have  been  employed  as  an  altar  in  ancient  times. 

Near  the  river,  in  the  meadow  below  the  church,  are  traces  of  embank- 
ments, which  are  reputed  to  have  subserved  the  abbot's  mill,  that  for- 
merly existed  in  this  place. 

Leaving  the  church,  and  proceeding  about  two  miles  in  a  south- easterly 
direction,  the  visitor  comes  to  a  place  called  Suidhe  Maree,  *^  Maelrubha's 
seat,"  which  is  said  to  have  been  e^  resting-place  of  the  saint. 

About  two  miles  south-west  of  the  church,  near  the  shore,  is  a  small 
sheet  of  water,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  long  and  fifty  yards  wide,  called 
Loch  Maree} 

South  of  this,  at  the  hamlet  of  Camusterrach,  on  the  shore,  is  a  '^  rude 
monolith,''  8  feet  3  inches  in  height,  showing  traces  of  a  cross  on  the 
west  face.* 

South-east  of  this,  in  the  interior,  is  a  lake  called  Loch-an-Tdgartj  or 
"  Priest's  Loch." 

In  the  strath,  about  half  a  mile  north-east  of  Applecross,  is  Hartfield, 
known  in  Gaelic  as  Caoill  Mhourie. 

Off  the  shore,  opposite  Camusterrach,  is  an  island  now  called  Eugg's 
Island,  but  marked  on  Thomson's  Map  J.  na  nuag^  or  Saints'  Isle.  It 
contains  one  grave,  but  no  other  ecclesiastical  traces. 

Lower  down,  on  the  south-west,  are  three  islands,  now  known  as  CrouLin 
Beg,  Croulin  Meadhonach,  and  Croulin  Mor,  that  is.  Little,  Middle, 
and  Great  Croulin.  The  first  of  these,  which  is  the  most  northern,  is 
marked  on  Thomson's  Map  St  Bufus'  Island^  a  name  now  not  locally 
known,  but  justified  by  the  ecclesiastical  traces  which  remain  on  it.  It 
is  about  a  mile  in  circumference,  and  possesses  the  remains  of  a  church, 

1  About  a  mile  past  the  school-house.  It  is  laid  down  on  Thomson's  Map,  but 
the  name  is  omitted. 

2  Muir's  Ecclesiological  Notes,  p.  82. 

3  Kilvoury,  Old  Stat.  Ac,  vol.  iii.  p.  881. 
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a  poTtioD  of  tbe  vail  of  which,  kboat  thirty  feat  long  aitd  a  foot  Ugh,  is 
itQl  to  be  seen.  There  U  no  eeateUij  duceniiUe,  but  then  ia  ■  gmen 
patch  below  the  site,  which  is  sapgoati  to  hsTe  been  •  gaiden. 


The  following  Piesentstions  to  the  chitfch  of  Appledoea  are  copied  fiom 
the  Begi^ier  of  PriTj  Seal.  Ac, :' — 

I.  Preeentacio  domtni  Alexandri  Uakcloid  direda  Episcopo  BoBenai 
ad  conferendom  collacionem  »bi  domino  Alexandro  snper  daahoa  c^iel- 
laniia  jacentibos  et  foudatid  infia  ecclesiam  parochialem  de  AhilcrM 
infra  dioce^m  Bosseofem  cnm  eas  vacare  contigerit  per  decesBoin  ant 
inhabililatem  domiui  Unrdaci  et  domini  Cristini  capellanonim  et  nunc 
poee«e$oruiu  eanindem  ad  preeentationem  K^is  per  jna  saom  patronatm 
ac  collacionem  dicti  Episcopi  pleno  jure  epectantibns,  etc.  Apnd  Edin- 
burgh xxiij"  Novembris  anno  Domini  et  Begis  predictis  [anno  Domini 
etc.,  Vit"  et  Begni  Regis  tercio.] 

Per  Eignahiram  rnauu  domini  Gabematoris  sab^criptam,  etc.* 

II.  Pre^ntacio  ilomioi  Johannis  Donaldsonne  super  capellania  capelle 
eancti  Malmbii  in  Apilcors  infra  dioce«em  Bossensem  annc  racante  per 
deceesom  qnondam  domini  Alexandri  M'clode,  etc.  Apnd  Sanctandris 
xxriii  Uaii  anno  predicto  [Anno  Domini  il'  T*  ittIt- 

Per  Signatoram.* 

III.  Fresentacio  domini  Johannis  Donaldsonne  snper  capellania  ca- 
pelle Sancte  Malmbei  in  Apilcroce  infra  diocesem  Roesenaem  rnmc 
vacante  per  dece*sum  (\uondtim  domini  Cbristofcri  Johane^tine  nltimi 
posdeeaoris  ejosdem  ad  prc-feniacionem  domini  Begis  et  coUadonem 
Episcopi  Bosfensis  speotante  eio.  Ai<ud  Sterling  xx.  Marcii  anno  pre- 
Bcripto  [Anno  Domini  j"  t'  sxxix.] 

Per  Signaturam.* 

EdiobuTgh. 


ANTIQUARIES  OF  SCOTLAND.  283 

lY.  Ane  lettre  maid  to  Maister  Johnne  Cameroune  and  Schir  Johnne 
Donaldsonne  chaplains  thare  airis  and  assignais  ane  or  ma  of  the  gift  of 
all  gadis  movable  and  unmovable  quhilkis  pertenyt  8umt3rme  to  Schir 
Christe  Johnesone  chaplane  and  now  pertennyng  to  our  Souerane  Lord 
be  resoon  of  eschete  throw  being  of  the  said  Schir  Christe  borne  bas- 
tard and  deat  bastard,  etc.  At  Stirling  the  xxix.  day  of  Marche  the  yer 
forsaid  [jm  v«  xP]. 

Per  Signaturam.^ 

y.  Presentacio  magistri  Johannis  Camroune  super  capellania  Sancti 
Malrubii  in  Apilcroce  infra  diocesem  Bossensem  cum  eandem  vacare  con- 
tigerit  per  resignacionem  aut  dimissionem  domini  Johannis  Donaldsoune 
ultimi  capellani  et  possessoris  ejusdem  ad  presentacionem  domini  Begis 
et  coUacionem  Episcopi  Bossensis  spectante,  etc.  Apud  Edinburgh 
penultimo  Novembris  anno  predict©  [Anno  Domini  j"  v«  xl®.] 

Per  Signaturam.* 

YI.  Presentacio  domini  Murdoci  Johnesoune  junioris  capellani  super 
dimedia  capellania  de  Apilcroce  infra  diocesem  Bossensem  cum  eandem 
vacare  contigerit  per  resignacionem  cessionem  aut  dimissionem  domini 
Murdoci  Johnesoune  senioris  ad  presentacionem  domini  Begis  et  colla- 
tionem  Episcopi  Bossensis,  etc.  Apud  Falkland  xiiij.  die  mensis  Febru- 
arii  Anno  Domini  j™  v©  xli^. 

Per  Signaturam.' 

YII.  Presentacio  Murquhardi  Jhonestoune  junioris  super  capellania 
sancti  Mulrubij  martyris  de  Abilcors  fundata  in  ecclesia  parochiali 
Bossensi  infra  diocesem  ejusdem  nunc  vacante  aut  quum  eandem  vacare 
contigerit  per  resignacionem  aut  dimissionem  domini  Murquhardi  Johnes- 
toune  senioris  nunc  capellani  et  possessoris  ejusdem  ad  presentacionem 
Begine  sede  Bossensi  vacante  et  collationem  ordinariam  vicariorum 
generalium  ejusdem  spectante  etc.  Apud  Edinburgh  vii**  Septembris 
anno  predicto  [j™  V^  xlviij]. 

Per  Signaturam.* 

'  Re^.  Sec.  Sig.,  vol.  xiij.  fol.  87.  -  Ibid.,  vol.  xiv.  fol.  86. 

^  Ibid.,  vol.  XV.  fol.  84.  *  Ibid.,  vol.  xxii.  fol.  88. 
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VIII.  Presentacio  doniini  Willielmi  Monro  capellani  eupei  cq[»ellania 
de  Apilcroce  infra  refngium  lie  Girth  ejasdem  et  dioceaem  Boasenaem 
situata  nunc  vacante  per  decessum  quondam  domini  Joannis  Donald- 
Bone  ultimi  capellani  et  possessorifi  ejnsdem  ad  presentacionem  domine 
Begine  pleno  jure  patronatus  et  coUacionem  ordinariam  Episcopi  Bos- 
sensis  spectante,  etc.    Apud  Edinburgh  zvij°'^  Octohrie  anno,  eto^  Ixi^ 

Per  Signatnram.^ 

IX.  Presentacio  domini  Johannis  Donaldsoune  super  capellania  sancti 
Malrwbij  martyris  in  Abilcors  infra  diocesem  Bossensem  nunc  vacante 
aut  quum  vacare  contigerit  per  resignacionem  cessionem  seu  denuBsionem 
magistri  Johannis  Camroune  nunc  capellani  et  possessoris  ejusdem  ad 
presentacionem  Eegine  pleno  jure  patronatus  et  coUationem  ordinariam 
Vicarii  Generalis  Bossensis  sede  ejusdem  vacante  spectapte,  etc.  Apud 
Edinburgh  xxviij.  Mail  Anno,  etc.,  quadragesimo  nono. 

Per  Signaturam.' 

X.  Preceptum  Carte  confirmation  is  super  carta  feudifirme  facta  per 
dominum  Willielmum  Stewart  capellanum  de  Apilcroce  infra  diocesem 
Bossensem  cum  expressis  consensu  et  assensu  Johannis  Episcopi  Bos- 
sensis  ac  Decani  et  Canonicorum  cathedralis  ecclesie  Bossensis  capitu- 
lariter  congregati  Borio  Makkangzo  et  heredibus  suis  masculis  de  cor- 
pore  suo  legitime  procreatis  seu  procreandis  Quibus  deferentibus  Ken- 
zeocho  M*^Kangze  de  Kintaill  et  heredibus  suis  masculis  quibuscunque 
anna  et  cognomen  dicti  Kanzeocht  gereutibus  eorumque  assignatis  quibus- 
cunque Omnium  et  singularum  terrarum  subscriptarum,  viz.  dimidie- 
tatis  terrarum  de  Bounadell  dimidietatis  terrarum  de  LongoU  et  Athe- 
chork  dimidietatis  terrarum  de  Eippeche  dimidietatis  terrarum  de  Satrell 
et  Drumloy  dimidietatis  terrarum  de  Corlmvir  dimidietatis  terrarum  de 
Corchirie  dimidietatis  terrarum  de  Coulnakill  dimidietatis  terrarum  de 
Ardestaig  dimidietatis  terrarum  dc  Scheildaig  dimidietatis  terrarum  de 
Dybege  dimidietatis  terrarum  de  Rischill  dimidietatis  terrarum  de  Les- 
tang  jacentium  infra  comitatum  Kosseusem  ct  vicecomitatum  de  Inuer- 
ness  dicto  domino  Willielmo  tanquam  patrimoiiium  ct  proprietatem  dicta 
capellanie  spectantium  Tenendum  do  dictu  domino  Willielmo  et  suis 

*  Reg.  Sec.  Sig.,  vol.  xxx.  fol.  52,  nlr.  53.  »  ibid.,  vol.  zxiii.  foL  x. 
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successoribus  apud  Edenburght  vicesimo  secundo  die  mensis  Aprilis 
Anno  Domini,  etc.,  Ixix. 

Per  Signetum.^ 

XI.  Ane  lettre  maid  makand  mentioun  That  ane  of  the  chaplanries  of 
Apilcroce  liand  in  the  diocie  of  Eos  and  schirefdome  of  Inuemes  vaikis 
be  the  deceis  of  unquhil  Sir  Williame  Stewart  last  posseesoiir  thairof  and 
oure  Souerane  Lord  being  certefeit  that  Eenoch  M<^Kenze  sone  to  maister 
Alexander  M^^Kenze  of  Kilchrist  is  of  conuenient  aige  to  enter  in  the 
studio  of  grammer  and  apt  and  disposit  thairfoir  As  alsua  hes  promeist 
to  be  subject  to  discipline  and  continew  thairin  Thairfoir  gevand  grantand 
and  disponand  to  the  said  Kenoche  all  and  haill  the  said  chaiplanrie  of 
Apilcroce  for  his  sustentatioun  at  the  sculis  for  the  space  of  seavin  yeiris 
with  power,  etc.  At  Dalkeith  the  twentie  day  of  Junii  the  yeir  of  God 
j™  Y^  Ixxvi  yeiris. 

Per  Signaturam.' 

XII.  Ane  lettre  maid  to  Patrik  Dunbar  sone  to  unquhile  David  Dun 
bar  of  Penik  makand  mentioun  that  the  chaiplanrie  of  Apilcroce  lyand 
in  the  dyocie  of  Boss  and  schirefdome  of  Inuimes  vaikis  be  outrunning 
of  the  gift  thairof  grantit  to  Kenzeocht  M^^Kainzie  sone  to  M^  Alexander 
M^Kainzie  of  Kilchrist  And  being  certifeit  that  the  said  Patrik  Dunbar 
is  of  conveinient  aige  to  enter  in  the  studie  of  philosophic  and  apt  and 
disposit  thairfore  Thairfore  gevand  grantand  and  disponand  vnto  him 
the  said  chaiplanrie  of  Apilcroce  lyand  as  said  is  and  that  for  the  space 
of  seven  yeiris  With  power,  etc.  At  Perth  the  xxix.  day  of  Julij  the 
yeir  of  God  j°*  v«  fourescoir  thre  yeiris. 

Per  Signaturam.' 

XIII.  Jul.  30, 1662.  Joannes  M^Keanzie  de  Aplecroce,  Acerea  maaculus 
Alexandri  M^Keanzie  de  Coull  avi — in  terris  de  Aplecroce  comprehen- 
dentibus  villas  et  terras  de  Eaessolis  vulgo  vocatis  Over  and  Nether  Eas- 
solis,  Eesker,  Toskag,  Barradaill,  Longoll,  Keppach,  Auchmoir,  Sacadaill, 
Drumley,  Culmoir,  Tercherrie,  Drumclaughan,  Kirktoun  de  Aplecroce, 

^  Reg.  Sec.  Sig.,  vol.  xxxviii.  fol.  119.  •  Ibid.,  vol.  xliij.  fol.  100. 

^  Ibid.,  vol.  xlix.  fol.  166. 
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KilUeiiioirie,  L.'ulJu&kle,  ArJe^Ug,  ScliU<Iag,  Sacrell,  Testang,  Sadilodi, 
Aucbiechork,  et  Culnakle,  cum  advocacione  eccleeie  de  Aptecrocc  infra 
[•aroobiam  de  Aplecroce  et  epiacopatnm  Bogeensem.' 


II.    tOCIICAUlOIV. 

A  parUli  is  tLe  eoutb-west  of  Boss-Bhiie,  adjoining  ApplecrOBs  oq  the 
east. 

Id  reference  to  its  patron  saint,  it  wne  eometimee  designated  Chom- 
brich  Mulruy,  tbat  iis,  "  Maelnibba's  Sanrtuary,"  and  sometimes  Clackan 
Mulraif,  "  Maelmbba's  Hamlet."' 

A  Bmali  eminetice  withiD  riew  of  the  manse  of  Locbcarron  is  calleil 
Snidhe  Marte,  or  "  Maclntbba'a  St-at." 

It  is  a  cnrioua  circnmstance  tbat  the  venerable  minister  of  this  parit>b 
has  two  HOna  ministers  of  two  other  of  St  Maelnibba's  cburcbes— namely, 
Contin  and  Urquhsrt. 


A  large  parish  in  Ross-shire,  next  to  Applecross,  on  the  north.  lis 
most  remarkable  feature  is  the  long  narrow  lake,  estendlDg  eighteen 
miles  in  a  north -westerly  direction,  and  called  after  the  patron  eabt, 
Loeh  Mane.  In  records  of  the  seventeenth  century,  this  name  appo&ra 
in  the  forms  Lochmarot/,  Loch  Maimty,  Loch  Marie.'  It  was  derived 
from  the  principal  island  in  the  lake,  called  /nw  Maree — i.e.,  "  Mael- 
rnbha's  Island" — where  there  formerly  existed  an  oratory  of  the  saint. 
Ere  the  lake  received  this  name,  it  was  called  Loch  Ewe,  and  abundant 
traces  of  this  earlier  appellation  exist  In  the  neighbouring  district.* 


No.  117. 


162;  Or.  Pm,.  ii.  2,p.«7. 

2.  On 
A  Pari 
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The  island,  which  is  eituated  about  the  middle  of  the  loch,  has  an 
ancient  cemetery,  which  the  inbubitauts  on  the  north  eide  continued  to 
uae  till  the  end  of  the  Inst  century.  A  modern  writer  epeaks  of  "  the 
Dumber  of  tombotones  in  tho  bu  eying- pi  ace,  with  ingcriptioDB  and  hiero- 
glyphieal  figures  which  few  now-a-days  can  satiafactorily  decipher," 
In  reference  to  the  name,  he  writes  :'  "  About  the  centre  of  the  loch  is 
an  island  called  '  Island  Maree,'  on  which  is  a  buiying-ground  eupposed 
to  be  dedicated  to  the  Virgin  Mary;  hence  the  name  of  the  island  and  of 
the  loch.  This  is  one  conjecture" — a  false  one,  "Another  ia,  that  Bome 
of  the  Danish  kingswerebunedln  this  island,  and  that  the  original  name 
of  it  vaB  Ethan  nan  Biijh,  which  caroe  to  be  pronounced  £i7ean  Jfaree" — 
an  absurd  one.  "  As  it  is  a  doubtful  subject,  and  likely  to  remain  so,  a 
third  conjecture  may  be  Tentured :  There  lived,  a  great  many  years  ago,  in 
this  part  of  the  Highlands,  a  great  and  good  man  called  Maree,  who  bad 
liis  principal  residence  on  this  same  island.  After  his  death,  hie  ad- 
mirers preGxed  Saint  to  his  name.  Many  of  his  generous  and  benevolent 
deeds  are,  to  this  day,  recounted  by  the  people  of  this  and  the  surrounding 
parishes."  An  intelligent  stranger,  who  visited  the  spot  in  the  year 
1772,  felt  DO  difficulty,  however,  in  arriving  at  the  true  derivation. 
"  Laud  on  that  [iittle  isle]  called  Inch-Maree,  the  favored  isle  of  the 

saint,  the  patron  of  all  the  coast  from  Appleoross  to  Loch  Broom 

In  tho  midst  is  a  circular  dike  of  atones,  with  a  regular  narrow  entrance  : 
the  inner  part  has  been  used  for  ages  as  a  burial-place,  and  is  still  in  use. 
....  A  stump  of  a  tree  is  shown  as  an  altar,  probably  the  memorial  of 
one  of  stone ;  but  the  curiosity  of  the  place  is  the  well  of  the  saint ; 
of  power  unspeakable  in  caaes  of  lunacy.  The  patient  is  brought  into 
the  sacred  island,  is  made  to  kneel  before  the  altar,  where  his  attendants 
leave  an  offering  in  money ;  he  is  then  brought  to  the  well,  and  sips 
some  of  the  holy  water:  a  second  offering  is  made;  that  done,  be  is 
thrice  dipped  in  tbo  lake  ;  and  the  same  operation  is  repeated  every  day 
for  some  weeks  :  and  it  often  happens,  by  natural  causes,  the  patient 
receives  relief,  of  which  the  saint  receives  the  credit.  I  must  add,  that 
the  visitants  draw  from  the  state  of  the  well  an  omen  of  the  disposition 
of  St  Maree  :  if  his  well  ia  full,  they  suppose  he  wilt  be  propitious ;  if 
not,  they  proceed  in  their  operationa  with  feara  and  doubta  ;  hut  let  the 
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event  be  what  it  will,  he  ie  held  in  high  esteem  :  the  oommnn  oath  of 
the  country  ie  by  hie  name  :  if  a  traveller  pasBes  by  any  of  his  resting- 
placee,'  they  never  neglect  to  leave  an  offering;  but  the  saint  is  so  mo- 
derate OB  not  to  put  him  to  any  expencc  :  a  etone,  a  Btick,  a  bit  of  rag, 
contents  him.  Thia  is  the  most  heautiful  of  the  isles ;  the  othera  have 
only  a  few  treea  sprinkled  over  their  Bnrface."' 

That  tbis  veneration  was  not  extinct  in  1S3S,  appears  from  the  incum- 
bent's report :  "  On  the  centre  of  this  itdand  is  a  deep  well,  consecrated 
by  the  said  Sain'  ifaree  to  the  following  purpose.  To  this  same  well 
are  dragged,  vohnt,  noiena,  all  who  are  insane,  in  this  or  any  of  the  sur- 
ronndicg  parishes ;  and  after  they  bave  been  made  tu  drink  of  it,  these 
poor  victims  of  superstitious  cruelty  are  towed  round  the  island  after  a 
boat  by  their  tender-hearted  attendants.  It  is  considered  a  hopeful  sign, 
if  the  well  is  full  at  the  time  of  dragging  the  patient  to  the  scene.  In 
justice  to  the  people  of  this  parish,  it  may  be  stated,  that  they  have  not 
such  an  unbounded  belief  in  the  healing  virtues  of  the  well,  and  the 
other  parts  of  the  transaction,  as  their  oiOEt  distant  neighbours  appear  to 
entertain."* 

What  follows  is  from  the  "  Invemese  Courier"  of  November  the  4th, 
1852,  and  crowns  the  description  : — 

"  About  the  centre  of  the  celebrated  Loch  Maree,  a  splendid  sheet  of 
water  nearly  twenty  miles  long,  and  of  proportionable  breadth,  is  situated 
an  island  called  '  Island  Maree,'  on  which  a  certain  great  and  good 
man  is  said  to  have  bad  his  principal  residence,  the  appellation  of  Saint 

having  been  given  to  him  after  his  death In  the  centre  of 

this  island  there  is  a  deep  well,  which  is  popularly  said  to  have  been 
consecrated  by  the  Saint  for  the  use  of  the  insane.  On  Friday  last, 
confident  in  the  success  of  the  virtuoua  properties  of  the  fountain,  a 
woman,  accompanied  by  a  young  lad  and  an  idiot  daughter,  were  con- 
veyed down  Locb  Maree  in  a  boat,  in  order  to  put  to  the  test  the  restora- 
tive powers  of  the  well.  .  .  .  We  must  premise  that,  in  the  die- 
trict,  it  bas  been  maintained  that  the  well  lost  its  efBcacy  on  account  of 
some  profane  unbeliever  having  put  a  mad  dog  into  it ;  to  the  aore  rexB- 

'  Tbcso  are  the  Suidha  ulready  Bpokon  of. 

:  reuoant's  Tour  Id  Scotlaud,  &c.,  Ft.  ii.  p.  S30  {Chest,  ITT4]. 

»  Npw  Btat.  Ac,  Jtiv,  2.  p,  9:*,  note. 
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tion  of  the  presiding  genie,  who  forthwith  revoked  his  blessing.  On 
this  occasion,  however,  the  poor  idiot  was  rowed  over  to  the  island,  the 
mother  having  obtained  ttssistance  from  several  persons.  On  reaching 
the  spot,  the  unfortunate  creature  was  dragged  to  the  well,  and  having 
been  compelled  to  drink  of  its  water,  was  put  through  the  ceremonial  of 
ducking,  after  which  she  was  towed  round  the  island  after  the  boat,  and 
after  midnight  bathed  in  the  loch.  The  result  of  all  this,  it  is  lament- 
able to  add,  has  been^  that  the  hitherto  quiet  imbecile  has  become  a  rav- 
ing maniac.  That  persons  should  have  been  got  to  give  their  counte- 
nance and  assistance  to  such  a  proceeding  is  truly  sad,  and  we  trust 
that  the  melancholy  result  of  this  attempt  will  act  as  a  warning  to  the 
district,  and  destroy  the  belief  in  so  gross  a  superstition.'' 

There  is  another  local  commemoration  of  the  Saint  in  this  pcuish  in 
SuidJte  Maree,  Maelrubha's  Seat,  the  name  of  a  place  between  Loch  Tor- 
ridon  and  Kinlochew. 


IV.    CONTIN. 

A  parish  situated  eastwards  in  Boss-shire,  on  the  way  to  Dingwall.  In 
the  Breviary  of  Aberdeen  it  is  called  Contan^  and  its  church  alluded  to 
as  one  where  the  memory  of  St  Maelrubha  was  specially  observed.* 

A  fair,  called  the  Feil  Maree^^  used  formerly  to  be  held  here  on  the 
last  Wednesday  of  August,  o.s.,  which  was  familiarly  known  as  the 
Av^vst  Market,    Some  years  ago  this  fair  was  removed  to  Dingwall. 

The  parish  church  is  pleasingly  situated  on  a  space  of  glebe  insulated 
by  the  river  Basay.  It  is  an  ancient  building,  but  disguised  and  dis- 
figured by  modem  changes. 

In  the  Mains  ^  of  Coul,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  church,  a 
little  way  to  the  left  of  the  road  that  leads  to  Dingwall,  is  a  burying- 
ground  called  Praea  Maree,  or  "  Maelrubha's  Bush."     Though  not  em- 

^  Propr.  SS.  Temp.  Estiv.,  fol.  70. 

2  Feil,  the  Irish  for  a  festival,  is  a  modification  of  the  Latin  VigUia,  From  it 
comes  Feilirej  a  calendar.  A  fair  held  on  the  Saint's  daj,  or  his  fdl,  came  itself 
to  be  called  a  /ci7,  like  the  Irish  Pattern,  a  corruption  of  Patron  [Saint]. 

2  Called  in  the  old  charters  Meyne,  Muneye,  Mainzie,  See  Orig.  Par.,  ii.  2,  pp.  606, 
606.    The  Applecross  Mackenzies  are  a  branch  of  this  Coul  family. 
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ployed  for  interment  by  Qny  but  the  family  of  Coul,  it  is  probably  tbe 
re-occnpied  relict  of  an  ancient  cemetery.  Sir  George  Mackenzie,  witb 
his  lady,  and  their  §on,  the  late  Sir  Alesander,  were  buried  here.  It  is 
well  enclosed,  and  kept  in  very  neat  order,  with  ehrubs,  gravel  walks,  and 

monumental  slabs. 


Called  Vrquhard  in  tbe  Breviary  of  Aberdeen.     Here,  according  to 

tbe  legend  in  that  work,  St  Moelnibba  was  put  to  death  by  Norwegian 
invaders.' 

The  local  tradition  preserved  here  is,  that  St  Horee  died  in  tbis  place ; 
and  though  this  was  not  his  principal  church,  the  pariabionerB  endea- 
voured to  detain  bis  body ;  but  that  it  was  eventucdiy  removed  to  Apple- 
cross,  as  already  related  under  that  parieb. 

Urcguhart  is  situate  in  tbe  peninsular  portion  of  Kogs-ehire,  at  its  south- 
eastern extremity  between  Cromarty  and  Uoray  Firth,  called  Vie  Black 
Isk  ;  and  is  to  be  distinguished  from  parishes  of  tbe  same  name  in 
Invexnesa  and  Elgin. 


The  territorial  name  of  a  parish  in  the  westof  Skye,  lying  to  the  south 
of  ApplecroBs.  It  was  formeriy  called  Kilcrist  in  Aikimilruliy.  Blaeu 
marks  Aikemorruy  here,  and  Macfarlane  gives  Aakemorruy  or  Morrvy. 
In  alt  these  names  we  discover  the  phonetic  element  of  Maelrubha,  de- 
noting his  connection  witb  the  district. 

In  this  parish  there  are  the  remains  of  a  cell  at  Kilmarie,  not  as  has 
hitherto  been  explained  "  St  Mate's  Church,"  but  "  Marie's,"  or  "  Mal- 
rubha's  Church.'"  It  is  marked  as  Eilmore^  on  Thomson's  map,  and  is 
on  the  west  shore  of  Loch  Slapin,  in  the  Aird  of  Strath,  that  is,  in  the 
south-western  part  of  the  parish.  In  Black's  County  Atlas  it  is  more 
correctly  written  Kilmaree. 

'  I-ropr.  S3..  Temp.  Estiv.,  fcil.  70. 

"  Now  Stat.  Ac,  liT.  :,  806:  Or.  r.ir.,  ii.  t,  344. 

3  Eilmori  in  Old  Stat.  Ac,  vol.  it!,  p,  22fi. 


ANTIQUARIES  OF  SCOTLAND.  291 

There  is  also  a  cemetery  at  Ashig,^  on  the  north-east  coast,  halfway 
between  Broadford  and  Eyleakin.  Near  it  is  Tohar-Aahig,  a  beautiful 
^ring.  This  name,  with  Maelrubha,  is  evidently  the  origin  of  the  com- 
pound Aski-milruby  above  mentioned. 

The  tradition  is,  that  St  Maree  used  to  preach  here,  and  that  he  hung 
a  bell  in  a  tree,  where  it  remained  for  centuries.  It  was  dumb  all  the 
week  till  sunrise  on  Sunday  morning,  when  it  rang  of  its  own  accord  till 
suDset.  It  was  subsequently  removed  to  the  old  church  of  Strath,  where 
it  ever  afterwards  remained  dumb ;  and  the  tree  on  which  it  had  so  long 
hung  soon  after  withered  away. 

Vn.   BBAOKADALE. 

Also  in  Skye.  At  the  head  of  Loch  Ejrnort,  Blaeu  marks  KUmolruyj 
in  that  part  of  the  parish  called  Minginish. 

St  Assint  was  the  patron  saint  of  Brackadale  proper. 

The  annual  tryst  is  in  September,  probably  the  early  part,  new  style, 
or  the  close  of  August,  old  style — that  is,  about  St  Maree's  day. 

Vni.   POBTREB. 

The  principal  church  on  the  bay  of  Portree,  in  former  times  owned  S. 
Columba  as  patron ;  ^  but  the  old  church  of  Ceiltarraglan,  situate  to  the 
north  of  Loch  Portree,  may  have  been  St  Malrubha's.^  He  certainly  had 
a  commemoration  in  the  neighbourhood ;  for,  according  to  a  respectable 
authority,  there  was  held  in  September  "  Samarive's  fair  at  Keith ;  and 
at  Portree,  within  the  Isle  of  Sky,  first  Tuesday."* 

IX.    ARASAIG, 

A  parish  in  Inverness-shire,  lying  to  the  north  of,  and  united  to  Ardna- 
murchan.  The  church  was  formerly  styled  Kilmolroy  in  Arisik,  or  Kit- 
maroy,  or  Kilvorie?  "  Kilmaria,  the  walls  of  which  remain  at  Keppoch 
in  Arasaig,  dedicated  to  the  Virgin  Mary."'  Which  error  concerning 
the  patron  saint  is  continued  in  a  later  publication.    "  At  Ardnafuaran 


1  Called  Auk  in  Old  Stat.  Ac,  xvi.  226.         ^  See  Beeves's  Adamnan,  p.  139. 
'  New  Stat.  Ac,  vol.  xiv.  1,  p.  219.  *  Aberdeen  Prognostication  for  1708. 

»  Or.  Par.,  ii.  1,  p.  200.  «  Old  Stat.  Ac,  vol.  xx.  p.  287. 
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ill  Artisaig,  the  church  of  Kiltnaria,  dedicated  to  the  Virgin  Mary."' 
Nor  ia  it  abandoned  in  the  latest :  "  The  church,  dedicated  to  the  VirgiJi 
Mary,  stood  at  Eeppach  or  Ardnafuaran  in  Arosaig,  where  its  mios  may 
still  beeeen."' 


Od  the  west  side  of  the  entrance  of  Loch  Scaforth,  which  is  on  the 
east  Bide  of  Harris,  the  map  in  the  "Origines  Parochiales"  marks,  on 
earlier  authority,  Malrabe. 

The  church  of  St  5u/us  is  mentioned  aa  on  the  mainland  by  Martin,' 
and  Old  Statistical  Account.* 

SI.   MUCKAIBN. 

On  the  west  side  of  this  parish  is  Kilvary,  sitnated  nortli-eut  of 
Oban,  neat  the  road  to  Loch  Etive. 

Among  the  lands  of  this  parish,  in  1532,  are  mentioned  the  penny- 
lands  of  Kilmolrowe,!'  and  in  ]  601  those  of  EUmolruy. 

The  derivation  of  this  name  is  misunderstood.  "  Near  the  we8t«ni 
boundary  of  the  parifih  we  have  Kilvarie,  that  is,  the  burial- ground  or 
church  of  Mark,  or  the  Virgin  Mary."  * 

In  1618,  Sir  John  Campbell  of  Calder  received  the  services  of  the  clan 
MacDninlaves  and  others,  who  were  sworn  upon  the  "  mess  bulk  and  the 
relic  callit  the  Arwachyll  at  the  iil  of  Kilmolnie.'  This  relic,  which, 
as  the  came  imports,  was  a  crozier,  may  have  been  kept  by  the  officials 
who  gave  name  to  Ballirulore — that  is,  Baile-an-deoraidk,  "town  of  the 
religious  stranger" — situated  at  the  Bouth-weet  of  Kilespicerrill  old 
church.' 

There  ia  Kilvarie  Loeh,  and  on  its  west  side  Killarie,  marked  on 
Thomson's  map;  but  there  ia  a  difficulty  in  fixing  the  situation  of  the 
isle  above  mentioned. 


'  New  Slat  Ac,  vii,  2,  p.  147.  ^  Or.  Pw.,  ii.  1,  p.  WO. 

■  Western  lale*.  pp.  47,  40.  '  Vol,  i.  p.  877, 

5  ErroneotiBly  written  Kilmokoiet.     Or.  Par.  ii.  1,  188;  ib.  p.  184. 
'  Now  Stitt.  Ac,  Tii.  2,  p.  EI7. 

*  Written  Kilniolmolroe  in  the  copy.     8eo  ■■  The  Boot  of  Ihu  Tlianea  of  Cawdor," 
1.  129  (Spalding  Club,  1859).  •  Or.  Par.,  ii.  1.  138. 
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XII.   ORAIGNISH, 

A  parish  about  the  middle  of  the  west  coast  of  Argyllshire,  marked  by 
Blaeu  Kilmolrou,  and  called  in  the  Retours  KHmalrew  and  Kilmolreto, 
sometimes  Kilmorie} 

It  is  stated,  but  incorrectly,  to  have  been  dedicated  to  the  Virgin 
Mary.' 

The  true  explanation  is  CUl-Maelrubha^  Maelrubha's  church. 

It  stood  between  the  castle  of  Craignish  and  the  extremity  of  the 
peninsula  Ardcraignish. 

Xm.   KILARBOW, 

A  parish  of  Islay,  the  church  of  which  was  near  the  centre  of  the  island. 

The  name  passed  through  the  following  forms  in  arriving  at  its  present 

disguised  shape  :3 — 
Kilmolraw  (1500,  1640),        Kilmorow  (1511),        Kilmorrow  (1511), 
Kilmoroy  (1512),  Kilmow  (1538),  Kilmarrow  (1548), 

Kilmarew  (1554),  Killerrew  (1617),         Killerew  (1661), 

Kilrow  (Martin,  p.  243). 

In  Keith's  catalogue  it  is  called  Kilru,  and  interpreted  Cella  Buvii,  * 
The  ambiguity  between  St  Mary  and  St  Malrube  is  removed  in  the 

Appendix  to  part  ii.  of  the  second  volume  of  the  "  Origines  Parochiales."' 

XIV.  STBATHLACHLAN, 

A  parish  united  to  Strachur,  on  the  east  side  of  Loch  Fyne,  south  of 
Inverary.  In  1593  it  was  called  Kilmorie^  and  in  1663  Kilmoir;  but 
in  1680,  Kilmary  ;  which  last  form,  coupled  with  the  consideration  that 
ancient  dedications  to  the  Virgin  Mary  are  very  rare,  if  anywhere  to  be 
found,  in  the  Highlands,  renders  it  likely  that  Maree  is  the  patron 
saint. 


XV.   KILMAROW, 

On  the  west  shore  of  Cantyre,  in  the  union  of  Killean  and  Kilchenzie ; 
and  though  styled  "Ecclesia  Sancte  Marie"  before  1251,  yet  to  be  rather 


1  Or.  Par.,  ii.  1,  p.  99. 
s  Or.  Par.,  ii.  1,  p.  260. 


*  New  Stat.  Ac,  vii.  2,  p.  45 ;  Or.  Par.,  ii.  1,  p.  96. 

*  Or.  Par.,  ii.  1,  p.  261.  «  Vol.  ii.  2,  pp.  402,  883. 
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referred  for  its  patronage  and  derivation  to  St  Malmbe,  as  the  following 
forms  clearly  indicate : — 

Killolrow  (1600 ;  Blaeu),        Kilmarow  (1697),  KUmaro  (1681), 

KilUyrow  (l^^by 

The  error  concerning  the  patron  saint  is  rectified  in  the  Appendix  to 
the  third  volume  of  the  "Origines  Parochiales."* 

XVI.   FORRES, 

A  parish  in  the  north  of  Elgin  or  Morayshire*  Here  the  saint's  festival, 
under  the  eompounded  neone  of  Samarevis^a  Day,  used  to  be  com- 
memorated by  a  fair  held  on  the  27th  of  August.' 

Paterson's  "Geographical  Description  of  Scotland"*  (1685)  mentions 
"Samarvis  day  in  Forres,  27th  day"  of  August;  and  the  old  almanacs, 
called  the  "  Edinburgh  Prognostications,"  notice  the  same  observance  as 
Samarevia*  Day,^  or  Smarevis*  Day.^ 

XVn.   FORDYCE, 

A  parish  in  the  shire  of  Banff.  The  annual  fair  of  Kirktown  of 
Fordyce  was  held  on  the  feast  of  St  Tallerican  or  Tarkin,  October  30;' 
but  besides  this,  there  was  a  fair  held  "  at  the  hill  end  of  Fordyce  upon 
the  last  Tuesday  of  August,"'  which  in  an  old  Aberdeen  almanac  is 
described  as  "New  Summaruff's  Fair  at  Fordyce  on  last  Tuesday"  of 
August.' 

XVni.   KEITH, 

A  parish  in  the  shire  of  Banff.  The  first  time  that  the  parish  name  ap- 
pears on  record  is  in  a  charter  of  King  Alexander  II.  (a.d.  1214-1224)," 
where  it  is  called  Kethmalruf,  that  is,  "  Keth  of  Malruve."  In  subse- 
quent documents  the  qualifying  name  is  dropped,  but  the  memory  of  the 
saint  has  been  locally  preserved  to  modem  times.    A  writer,  treating  of 

^  Or  Par.,  ii.  1,  p.  21.  «  Vol.  ii.  2,  p.  821. 

3  Collections  on  Aberdeen  and  Banff,  vol.  ii.  p.  240  *  Page  20. 

6  Years  1686, 1687, 1618, 1688, 1689, 1690, 1696.  «  lb.  1706, 1709. 

7  Collections  in  Aberdeen,  vol.  i.  p.  644 ;  ii.  p.  94. 

8  Edinburgh  Prognostication,  1706, 1706, 1709. 
^  Aberdeen  Prognostication,  1703. 

i<>  Carta  Alexandri  II.  de  terra  Kethmalruf.    Terra  apud  Innemaven  apnd  Ketli- 
malruf.    Reg.  Episcop.  Morav.  p.  18,  No.  25  (Edinb.  1887). 


ANTrgUARTES  OF  SCOTLAND. 


2fl5 


the  parish  about  the  yeiir  1726,  saya :— "  The  parish  of  Keith  liae  for  ita 
tutelar  Saint  Summarius  or  Samarive,  whose  fair  is  held  here  on  the 
first  Tuesday  in  September.  I  find  one  of  Saint  Colm's  disoijileB  called 
SummariuB,'  in  Jonas 'b  Life  of  Saint  Colm  quoted  in  the  "  Scottish 
niatoricft]  Library,"  p.  233.*  Mr  Thomas  lonea  takes  it  to  he  Saint 
MalruhiuB  the  Hermit  (quhose  feast  is  on  the  twenty -seventh  of  Angnst) 
called  in  Irish  Sa-Manive,  On  Samarevis  day  (the  tri-enty- seventh  of 
August)  there  is  a  fair  at  Forres."'  Another  description,  written  abont 
1742,  says: — "In  this  town  is  a  weekly  market,  held  upon  Fridays;  and 
shout  a  quarter  of  a  mile  southward  from  it,  near  a  small  moss,  is  held  a 
great  fair  upon  the  first  Tuesday  of  September  yearly,  called  Summer 
Eves  Fair,  which  is  said  to  be  the  greatest  of  its  kind  in  Scotland."' 
Concerning  which  we  find  it  stated  at  a  later  date : — An  annual  fair  "  in 
September,  of  very  old  standing,  and  which  some  sixty  or  seventy  years 
ago  was  the  general  mart  for  merchant  goods  from  Aberdeen  to  Kirk- 
wall ;  it  is  still  the  best  frequented  market  in  the  north  for  black  cattle 
»nd  horses."*  So  great  was  the  concourse  of  people  there,  that  "there 
waa  not  accommodation  for  them,  and  they  occupied  the  barns  and  out- 
houses in  the  country  for  many  miles  round."' 

In  the  old  Edinburgh  Almanacs  of  1G85,  1687,  1692,  169S,  1705,' 
among  the  fairs  of  September  is  "Samarevis  in  Keith,  the  first  Tues- 
day;''— called  Samervis  in  those  of  1686,  1689;  Smarivia  in  that  of 
1690;  and  Samarvls  in  Paterson's  Geographical  Description." 

XIX.   KIKNELL, 

A   parish  in    Forfarshire.     In    a  charter  dated  June  2,    1509,    Master 

■  See  Jonas's  Life  of  S.  Colnmbanns.  cap.  x.,  id  MesaiDgbam's  Florileginm,  p.  224, 
b;  and  in  lliat  very  raro  work,  Flaminfi'fl  Collectanea,  p.  224,  a.  In  tLe  fonner  the 
le  is  printed  Soniariui,  in  the  latter  Soffnitharitu — some  M8S.  roariing  Soniariui 
mil  Somaiiui.     But  it  cviiJentlj  has  do  connection  whatever  with  the  name  in 

*  Bp.  Nicolson'B  Scottish  Historical  Librnry,  p.  06  (ed.  Lond.  1776),  where  the 
lanthor  ignorantl^  confound)!  Columbannn  of  Babio  with  St  Colimiba.  and  indeed 
^aakea  a  disgiucefnl  mess  of  the  whole  Bubj<>ct. 

i«toricaI  Collections  on  Aberdeen,  &o.,  vol.  ii.  p.  240.  *  lb.  p.  241. 

"Itat.  Ac,  vol.  V.  p.  421,  "  New  Gtat.  Ac.  xiii.  p.  8W). 

'ioburgh  PrognoBlicnliona.  »  Edinbiirgli,  lfi85. 

'BT  II.  C 
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Gec«ge  StecUog  of  btoARUy  aod  Patrick  Steriing,  his  brather-gwiBan, 
with  oonaent  of  Lord  Ogitr;  of  Aidio,  and  of  SttTid  Starling,  mn  and 
bcu-appaiHit  of  Ur  G«OTge  Sterling,  gin  to  St  Haij  Uie  Virgin,  to  St 
FHer  and  Panl  th«  Apoftles,  and  to  S.  ifalmftMi  Ike  Caa^ior,  and  to  t 
fikn^^p  wrvinf  in  the  pariafa  ehorch  of  Ejanell  at  tba  altar  of  the 
liliHinil  TirgiB,  u  ■Bsoal  mt  of  L.10  bon  tbo  landa  of  bterbrekky. 
ChMtw  eoafiimed  bj  Jann  IT.  12  Har.  1513-13.' 

A  puiaL  n  tbe  ea«teni  exUemit;  of  Fife.  "  It  is  gennallj  Mieved 
tbat  Cnil  was  at  one  tim«  tbe  aeat  cf  «  pnoiy,  Ac,  dadioated  to  8t 
Bnfaa."' 

There  TM  also*  dwpd  vitfain  the  cMda  of  Grail  dedieated  to  St 
Rafos,  whidi  had  toi&da  bolof^ing  to  it,  b 


To  the  abore  aiay  poniU;  be  added  LftiiSi  *  pariah  in  the  aud-wolh 
of  Sntheriaodsfaire,  HerB,aiLodiShia,ii/jfaa<Jr«nt,«Ddoiilkelud 
St  JTMiw't  Air.* 


NOTICE  OF  THE  ASCTKST  CHITSCH  OF  ST  HELES.  AT  ALDCAStBTS: 
kSO  OF  FBAGME^"TS  APPABESTLT  OP  A  MOSASTIC  BUILBISO 
AT  LrFFSESS.  WITH  PLAXa    Br  THOMAS  S.  MCIB,  E«j. 

Of  late  I  hare  been  looking  aboot  in  diren  diiectioiis  for  a 
particolan  touching  Alt,  Aid,  or  (Hd  Camm  or  Camboa,  n 
vickshire  parish,  nov  iooonpoiated  with  OoMbfandgpath,  Codbunapath, 


ir  O^petanith  aa  t 
the  aame,  and  hi 
aientlj  Bitnated  > 

pictmoqae  and* 


atigaooslj  westward  ti 
mj  Btation  moet  eM< 
R  ■  day's  oceupatioa  ii 
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t^'oliject  wao  to  preface,  by  a  few  liistorical  facts,  a  sUort  descnption 
of  the  Church  of  Aldcamua,  the  extremely  diUpidated  remainB  of  which 
still  form  an  interesting  object  above  the  Bhore,  a  smtill  way  eastward  of 
the  ravine  crossed  by  the  stupendous  arches  of  the  Feaee  Bridge,  and  not 
much  more  than  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the  station.  It  cannot  be  said, 
howQser,  that  my  looking  has  been  much  to  the  purpose,  ordinary  and 
commooplaco  authorities  being  the  only  ones  promptly  within  reach ; 
hut  QB  Aldcamus  seems  at  one  time  to  have  belonged  to  Coldingham,  and 
as  Coldingham  was  a  Cell  of  Durham,  most  likely  the  "  Liber  vita 
EeclmcB  Dundmejais,"  the  "  Cor  re  Bpon  donee.  Inventories,  Account  Bolls, 
and  Law  Proceedings  of  the  Priory  of  Coldingham,"  and  others,  the 
pablications  of  the  Surteea  Society,  would  bo  found  to  contain  a  an£B- 
ciency  of  information  on  the  subject.  Perhaps  the  Scottish  Chartnluies 
might  also  be  referred  to  with  profit ;  and  as  these  at  least  are,  I  pre- 
sume, in  tbe  poBsession  of  the  Society  of  AntiquarleB,  I  leave  to  the 
Members  the  task  of  making  such  measure  of  research  into  thom  as  may 
be  considered  worthy  in  so  small  a  matter.  Of  the  few  authorities  con- 
sulted by  myaolf,  the  only  one  that  has  in  any  way  responded  to  ray 
inquiries  is  the  bulky  Chalmers,  who  saya  (Caledonia,  vol.  ii.  p,  393), 
that  "  the  church  of  Aldcamus  was  dedicated  to  St  Helen,  the  mother  of 
Conatantine,  whose  festival  was  on  the  18th  August," — that  "  tbo  Scot- 
tish Edgar  granted  to  St  Cuthbert's  monks  of  Durham  the  manor  of 
Aldcamus,  with  the  lands,  woods,  waters,  tolls,  shipwrecks,  and  other 
customary  dues  which  appertained  to  that  manor ;  but,"  he  adds,  in  a  foot- 
note, "  not  the  church  of  Aldcamus,  whence  we  may  be  leii  to  doubt 
whether  the  church  then  existed," — that  "  Aldcamus  parish  was  aunexed 
to  theadjoiningdistrictofColdbrandspath  in  modern  times," — that  "when 
Pont  surveyed  Berwickshire,  during  the  reign  of  Charles  I.,  Aldcamus 
eeema  at  that  period  to  have  been  separate,  "~-and  that  "  these  two 
parishes  were  united  some  time  before  the  year  1750 ;  and  the  church  of 
Aldcamus,  which  stood  near  the  sea-shore,  was  a  ruin  before  the  year 
1770." 

To  these  spare  quotations  I  shall  add  a  note  regardin;^  the  character 

and  condition  of  the  church  itself,  jiust  as  it  is  written  off-hand-wise  in 

my  jottings,  dated  eleven  years  ago.     That  it  could  not  have  existed  in 

'   Edgar's  time  is  all  but  certain,  as  the  architecture  seems  clearly  to  denote  a 
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[htIikI  nut  earlier  than  tbe  first  quarter  of  the  twelfth  century;  but  whether 
it  was  not  Bet  down  upon  an  older  foundation,  i§  a  qnestion  which  may  be 
left  Mjien  to  conjecture. 

St  Ileten,  Aldcamus,  near  Cockburnspatb,  Bernickshire. — Ruinated 
chancel  and  nave,  the  former  internally  15  feet  6  incbee  by  11  feet  3 
IncheB,  the  latter  30  foot  5  inchcH  by  17  feet  5  Inches.  (See  Ihe  an- 
nexed druwiug,  Plate  X5XI.,  from  a  sketch  by  Jamea  DrummoDd, 
H.S.A.,  in  1847;  aod  ground-plan  taken  by  me  in  1S48,  Plate  XXS.) 
The  matorial  ia  rod  eandetone  throughout,  the  style  advanced  BomaneHque, 
with  dvtail  here  and  there,  enriched  with  the  peculiar  monldiuga  of  tlie 
time.  The  uave  liae  traces  of  a  north  and  a  south  doorway,  near  to  its  west 
end,  and  there  are  two  shallow  segmental -arc  bed  recesses,  topped  by  a 
broken  window  at  its  eastern  extremity  on  tbe  south  side.  The  west  vail 
ia  nlmost  entire,  but  appears  to  have  been  a  re-erectlon,  as,  besides  angle- 
buttresses,  of  probably  fonrteenth  century  date,  pieces  of  Norman  detail 
are  built  into  it  In  various  places.  It  is  without  a  window,  though  copi- 
ously pierced  with  rows  of  diminutive  square  Uolea,  the  object  of  wbich 
it  is  difficult  to  divine.  The  nortb  wall  of  tbe  chancel  is  of  full  height 
and  blank :  tbe  euiilb  wall  nearly  away :  the  east  elevation  almost  perfect, 
and  piercwl  witli  a  short  and  very  narrow  round-headed  window,  flush 
with  tbe  external  plane  of  tbe  wall,  and  banng  a  deep  and  wide  splay, 
the  window-vault  and  jambs  incised  witli  a  single  chevron  ornament, 
and  there  is  another  incisure  of  the  same  sort  carried  round  the  head 
ami  down  the  sides  of  the  opening  on  tbe  wall-plane.  Outside  of  the 
chnncel-arch,  wbich  seems  to  have  been  of  two  plain  orders,  only  two  or 
,three  of  the  voussoirs  remain  :  the  jambs  or  responds  nearly  perfect,  and 
mat  of  two  double  half-roll  shafts,  divided  by  a  very  maesive  single 
t,  projected  somewhat  in  front,  to  c&rry  tbe  aoffit-rib  of  the  arch.  The 
6  of  the  usual  ^loudcroua  description,  plainly,  but  very,  charso- 
y  worked,  and  have  their  alwci  overspread  with  a  tissue  of  minute 
|i  «f  traUis-Ukft  pattc: 
Bthe,  "*" 
I  first  M«r  it 
prist) uc>  fulni 
unworthy  nej 
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tnoioentary  impulse,  I  waa  again  nearing  the  place  on  the  25lh  March 
of  the  current  year.  Conceive  my  vexation,  when,  alas  I  I  diBCovered 
by  my  earliest  glance  that  a  foe,  more  ruthless  than  corroding  time,  or 
the  epirit  that  awakes  the  vasty  deep,  had  been  there  between  my  ft)rmer 
and  my  latter  visit, — a  fiend,  who  had  harns  and  dikes  to  mend!  In 
your  mind's  eye,  you  may  picture  what  he  did.  For  the  sake  of  so  many 
cartaful  of  rubbish,  all  that  waa  most  excellent  of  the  time-honoured 
ruin, — in  total,  the  east  wall  with  its  curious  window,  the  pillared  jamba 
of  the  chancel-arch,  and  more  to  boot,  did  the  fiend,  without  ons 
thought  of  its  artistic  value,  one  kindly  feeling  of  respect  for  the  hand 
that  fsfifaioned  it  long  ago,  demolish  and  carry  away,  albeit  stones  thick 
■a  leaves,  and  respectable  enough  for  his  purpose,  were  lying  everywhere 
about,  had  he  been  minded  to  gather  them,  He  was  "  stoppit,"  it 
seems,  in  the  midst  of  his  barbarous  design  to  erase  the  whole  structure, 
though  considering  what  was  already  done,^(Aa(  he  might  have  been  suf- 
fered to  do,  for  all  the  good  he  was  enforced  to  leave  standing, 

One  day  in  November  laat  I  happened  to  be  at  and  about  the  neigh- 
bonrhood  of  Aberlady,  and  trespassing  from  the  east  end  of  the  village, 
into  first  a  kail-yard,  after  that  through  a  meadow,  and  after  the  meadow 
into  a  grove  on  the  estate  of  Liiffneas  (in  East  Lothian),  I  found  in 
the  latter  the  very  reduced  remains  of  what  must  have  been  a  consider- 
able eatahlishment  of  collegiate  or  monastic  character.  It  waa  almost 
dusk  before  I  got  there  ;  certainly  there  were  ghostly  shadows  gathering 
aronnd,  and  reverend  crowa  looking  at  you  from  branches,  so  that,  as 
you  may  suppose,  I  had  hut  little  time  to  examine  the  ruins  particularly. 
However,  I  returned  the  next  day  at  an  earlier  hour,  and  then  leisurely 
took  tny  notes,  measurements,  &c.,  and  the  ground  plan  here  given  (see 
Plate  XXX.),  which  will  convey  a  notion  of  its  shape  and  dimensioDs, 
The  walls,  I  may  mention,  are  for  the  most  part  down  to  within  two  or 
three  feet  of  the  ground.  At  the  east  end  they  are  higher;  but  at  other 
parts,  again,  they  are  only  traceable  in  the  swellings  of  the  sod. 
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NOTICE    OF   AN    ANGLO-SAXON    STTCA   OP    OSBERCHT,    KINO   OF 
NORTHUMBRIA.     By  JOHN  ALEXANDER  SMITH,  M.D.,  F.BJl,.Boot. 

The  email  braes  coin  which  I  Lave  now  the  pleasure  of  presenting  to 
the  museum  of  the  Society,  was  turned  up  on  the  29th  of  May  last,  in 
one  of  the  haugha  of  the  river  JeJ,  cloae  to  the  town  of  Jedburgh.  It 
was  sent  to  me  (with  a  request  that  I  would  attempt  to  decipher  it)  by 
Alexander  Jeffrey,  Esq.,  Jedburgh,  a  Fellow  of  this  Society,  and  author 
of  the  "  History  and  Antiquities  of  Roxburgh  shire,"  now  in  course  of 
publication.  The  coin  is  in  fine  preservation,  and  weighs  14  grains  troy; 
it  displays,  as  is  usual  in  these  coins,  the  legend  placed  in  a  very  irregu- 
lar manner,  some  of  the  letters  being  turned  upside  down,  and  others 
retrograde  or  reversed — some  looking  one  way  and  some  another;  bo  as 
to  make  the  deciphering  of  them  in  many  cases  by  no  means  an  easy 
task.  As  a  specimen  of  this  style  of  arrangement,  I  may  spell  the 
legend  on  the  coin,  which  is  as  follows : — 

Obv.  OSBRCHTBEX.  ^ei>.  x  MONNE. 


Obverse. — The  legend  mns  from  right  to  left,  o,  s  retrograde,  B,  H 
inverted,  and  apparently  also  retrogradei,  C,  H,  I  inverted,  H  inverted, 
3  retrograde ;  X  ;  =  OSBRCHT-REX.  In  centre  of  field,  a.  large  pellet, 
with  a  nide  circle  of  eleven  smaller  ones  round  it.     The  obverse  shows 


also  port  of  an  ornamental  border  of  pellets,  which  s 
intended  to  encircle  the  whole  coin. 

Severse. — The  legend  runs  from  left  to  right.  A  cr 
partially  defaced,  0,  N,  N,  3  retrograde ;  =  MONNE. 
with  four  pellets,  one  in  each  angle. 

The  Beverse  of  MONNE,  believed  to  be  the  nam 


3  to  hav 


>8B  X,  H  inverted, 
In  field,  a  oroes 


of  the  moneyer, 


'  it  mav  tiA  nnti 
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it  may  be  noticed,  occurs  on  eome  of  the  coiDS  of  E&nred,  810  to  841 ; 
Ethelred  II.,  841  to  844;  Kedulf,  644;  and  Osbercht,  849  to  862. 

The  annexed  drawing  of  this  coin  ia  from  the  pencil  of  Mr  Wiitiam 
Frederick  Miller,  London,  a  numisinatist  as  well  ae  an  engraver ;  and 
for  it  I  am  indebted  to  his  friend  and  our  obliging  member  Mc 
George  Sim. 

Osbercht  reigned  from  848  or  849  to  862.  Our  Honorary  Member, 
John  Lindsay,  Esq.,  in  hia  valuable  work  on  the  "  Coinage  of  the 
Heptarchy,"  Cork,  1842,  aays  the  etycas  of  Eedulf  (his  jiredeceasor) 
are  scarce,  those  of  Oebercht  are  still  rarer.  One  or  two  letters  of  the 
word  REX,  but  seldom  the  entire  (aa  in  this  instance),  are  generally 
added  to  the  king's  name,  which  is  spoiled  in  various  ways.  Mr  Liudsay 
does  not  include  the  form  of  the  spelling  on  this  coin  in  the  Uat  of  the 
"  Varieties  of  King's  Name  and  Titles,"  which  he  gives  at  page  1 G  of  his 
work ;  the  nearest  being  OSBVEHT  ■  REX.  On  looking,  however,  at  his 
plate,  No.  I.,  where  he  figures  two  stycaa  of  Osbercht,  fig.  3(!  appears  to 
be  a  coin  of  a  somewhat  similar  type  to  this  one,  with  tbo  exception  of 
the  letter  T  on  the  obverse  not  being  inverted,  and  the  omamenta  in  the 
centre  of  the  field  being  diiferent — a  star,  instead  of  a  circle  of  pellets. 
The  legend  is  read  by  Mr  Lindsay,  OSBVEHT -REX;  from  the 
drawing,  I  would  be  almost  inclined  to  read  it  as  I  have  spelled  this 
one,  the  letters  V  E  of  Mr  Lindsay's  reading,  being  not  very  unlike  the 
R  C  of  mine.  The  reverse  of  the  coin,  figured  by  Mr  Lindsay,  has 
also  the  legend  MONNE,  but  differs  from  the  one  I  have  described  in 
the  ornament  in  the  centre  of  field,  which  conaista  of  merely  a  single 
simple  pellet. 

On  examining,  next,  the  third  edition  of  the  Rev.  Rogers  Ruding's 
"Annals  of  the  Coinage  of  Great  Britain,"  1840, 1  find  in  the  lettetpresa 
of  vol.  ii.  p.  283,  that  he  also  deacribea  none  of  an  exactly  similar  type 
to  this  coin,  tbe  nearest  being  again  OSBVEHT  '  REX,  tbe  same  legend 
as  that  described  by  Lindsay ;  and  ou  turning  to  his  plate.  No.  II, ,  the 
"  Kings  of  Northumberland,"  vol.  iii.  and  fig.  8, 1  find  a  coin  very  simi- 
lai  in  type  to  the  one  now  exhibited,  and  also  in  the  irregular  arrange- 
ment of  the  letters.  The  fourth  letter,  reaii  by  him  as  a  V,  may  possibly 
1  imperfect  R ;  tbe  fifth  one,  however,  is  different,  being  distinctly 
read  as  an  E,  instead  of  a  C  as  on  the  coin  now  described. 
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In  otber  particolare,  the  two  coins  are  very  much  alike,  whb  Ihe  exi 
Uon,  perhaps,  of  the  orDament  on  tlie  field  of  the  reveree,  which  digplaya 
S  eimple  cross  without  any  pellets  in  its  angles. 

The  Society,  I  fear,  will  think  I  am  entering  rather  too  much  intv 
these  details  of  criticism ;  they  will  at  least  show  the  can  necessary  in 
attempting  to  spell  out  the  legends  on  these  generally  obscoie  and 
difficnlt  coins. 

As  some  of  the  members  may  not  be  familiar  with  this  enbject,  I 
add  a  few  notes  of  more  general  interest,  principally  from  Ruding's  valu- 
able work.  "  The  kingdom  of  Northnmbria,  which  was  formed  by  Ida 
about  the  middle  of  the  sixth  ceninry,  has  this  remarkable  peculii 
belonging  to  its  coinage,  that  from  its  mints  issued,  as  far  as  is  yet 
covered,  the  tlgcaa,  the  only  brass  coins  which  were  struck  by  the  An] 
Saxons."  "  The  earliest  specimens  hitherto  known  are  (believed  to  be^ 
,of  the  reign  of  Ecgfrith,  who  ascended  the  tlirone  in  the  year  670 ;  and 
they  eeem  to  have  faUen  into  disuse  after  the  reign  of  Osbercht,  who  began 
to  reign  in  849  and  ended  in  86'2;  at  least  none  of  a  later  date  have  been 
found."  "  At  a  time  when  most  of  the  ueceseaiy  artictee  of  life  were  pur- 
chased at  prices  so  far  beneath  what  is  now  considered  their  value ;  when, 
for  iitstance,  in  the  reign  of  Athelstaii,  an  ox  was  Eold  for  thirty  penniefl, 
and  a  sheep  for  the  equivalent  of  one  shilling,  ctbd  so  small  a  division  as 
one-fourth  of  a  penny  could  not  be  sufficiently  minute  to  answer  the  com- 
mon purpo^  of  exchange;  they  therefore  coined  brau  money  as  it  is 
generally  called" — but  it  is  in  fact  a  composition  (whether  accidental  or 
intentional  U  unknown)  containing  in  100  parts,  60  to  70  of  copper,  20  to 
25  of  zinc,  and  5  to  11  of  silver,  with  minnte  portions  besides  of  gold,  lead, 
and  tia.  '■  This  money  was  tenned  s^foiu,  two  of  which  were  equal  in 
Tahi«  to  a  faitbing.  The  name  is  derived  by  Lye  from  the  Saxon  wntd 
Myocfl  (fcycce),  mrnNta  pan,  because  this  money  was  of  all  other  the 
■malleet.  But  the  propriety  of  this  derivalJon  may  be  questioned,  as  the 
Btjea  was  in  weight  not  inferior  to  tbe  common-sined  pennies;  aniL 
mMMte  pan  cannot  well  be  ^ifiUed  to  express  salvt,  distinct  from  magKi— 
:,  in  oonfinnation  ot  his  eiynCte. 
}  aa  thof«  wiw'h  Kccur  i 


(Mb.    It  most  be  w^jiawle^ed,  faowi 
logy,  Ikat  thieee  c 


"All  coins  of  thi 
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Northumbrian  kings,  or  of  the  Archbishops  of  York.  It  is  highly  pro- 
bable they  circiilaied  all  over  the  island,  as  they  must  have  been  of  great 
importance  in  carrying  on  the  smaller  exchanges  of  property.*' 

Various  hoards  of  stycas,  as  well  as  single  coins,  have  been  discovered 
from  time  to  time,  principally  in  Northumberland  and  the  neighbouring 
counties,  but  in  these  comparatively  few  coins  of  Osbercht  have  been 
found:  as,  for  example,  Lindsay  says  in  the  large  hoard  of  8000  or 
10,000  stycas  found  at  Hexham  in  1833,  none  of  this  king's  coins  oc- 
curred ;  and  in  a  hoard  discovered  at  York  in  1843,  and  described  by 
Mr  Boach  Smith,  which  consisted  of  several  thousands,  only  twelve  of 
Osbercht  were  deciphered. 


d% 
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THE  ROUND  TOWER  OF  ABERNETHY,  WITH  DRAWINGS. 
By  RICHARD  ROLT  BRASH,  Esq.,  Aechitect,  Cobk. 

The  town  of  Abemetby,  in  Perthshire,  is  situated  at  the  foot  of  the 
Ochil  Hills,  that  bound  Stratheam  on  the  south.  It  lies  close  to  the 
railway  station,  from  whence  can  be  seen  its  ancient  Bound  Tower, 
rising  gray  and  melancholy  above  the  glaring  red-tiled  roofs  of  the 
surrounding  houses,  its  old  familiar  form  looking  to  me  like  a  time- 
worn  exile  in  a  strange  land. 

Abemethy  is  a  burgh  of  barony  under  Lord  Douglas,  coming  in  place 
of  the  Earls  of  Angus.  It  has  a  charter  from  Archibald,  Earl  of  Angus, 
dated  August  23, 1476,  which  was  confirmed  by  charter  of  William,  Earl 
of  Angus,  bearing  date  November  29,  1628.  The  "  Pictish  Chronicle" 
has  ascribed  the  foundation  of  Abemethy  to  Nethan  I.  a.d.  458,  in  the 
third  year  of  his  reign ;  the  Register  of  St  Andrews  to  Nethan  II., 
about  A.D.  600.  Fordun  and  Wintoun  assign  it  to  Gamat,  or  Gamard, 
the  predecessor  of  Nethan  II.  Abemethy  existed  as  a  royal  seat  before 
Christianity ;  for  we  are  informed  that  Nethan  sacrificed  to  God  and  St 
Bridget  at  Abur-ne-thige,  and  that  the  same  Nethan,  king  of  all  the 

mnces  of  the  Picts,  gave  as  an  offering  to  St  Bridget  Abur-ne-thige 
he  day  of  judgment. 
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Bade  informs  ns  that  Nectan  III.,  aj^.  711,  wiote  to  Ceolfired,  Abbot 
of  Jarrow  in  Northumberland,  asking  for  aiohiteota  to  boiM  a  ohnidi, 
which  was  to  be  dedicated  to  St  Peter;  Geolfred  oomplied  with  hit 
reqneet,  and  despatched  competent  architects,  who  erected  a  ohnxeh  after 
the  Baman  manner. 

Abemetby  was  the  seat  of  an  episcopal  see.  Kenneth  II.  trandated 
it  to  St  Andrews.  The  Guldees,  according  to  the  Priory-book  of  St 
Andrews,  had  a  college  here ;  aj).  1273  it  became  a  priory  of  Canons 
regular  from  the  abbey  of  Inchaffray.  It  has  been  said  that  the  High- 
landers call  this  place  Obair-Nechtain,  i,e^  the  work  of  Neaohtain,  or 
Nectan,  but  the  name  is  more  probably  derived  from  the  oonfloenoe  of 
the  Nethy  with  the  Earn,  which  takes  place  a  short  distance  from  the 
town ;  Abemethy,  the  confluence  or  mouth  of  the  Nethy.  Camden  men- 
tions Abemethy  thus :  ''  At  the  confluence  of  the  Earn  and  the  Tay, 
the  Tay  becomes  wider,  and  views  on  its  bank  Abemeth,  anciently  a 
royal  and  populous  city  of  the  Picts,  which,  as  we  read  in  an  old  frag- 
ment, '  Nectan,  king  of  the  Picts,  gave  to  Grod  and  St  Brigit  till  the 
day  of  judgment,  with  its  bounds  reaching  from  a  stone  in  Abertrent 
to  a  stone  by  Garsul,  t.e.,  Loughsol,  and  then  quite  to  Ethan.' " 

In  the  '^  Historia  Brittonium"  of  Nennius,  as  edited  by  Dr  Todd  for 
the  Irish  Archseological  Society,  I  find  the  passage  as  follows,  page  161 : 
"  Nectan-mor-breac,  son  of  Eirip  xxxiii.,  annis  regnavit.  Tertio  anno 
regni  ejus  Darlugdach  abbatissa  Cille-Dara  de  Hibemia  exulat  pro 
Christo  ad  Brittaniam  [secundo]  anno  adventus  sui  immplavit  Nectonius 
anno  uno  Apumighe  Deo  et  santce  Brigido  prsBsentsa  Darlugdach  qu» 
cantavit  alleluia  superistam  [hostiam]." 

Upon  this  passage  the  editor  has  the  following  note :  '^  The  statements 
which  follow  are  false  and  out  of  chronology ;  Pictland  and  Abemethy 
were  not  then  Christian,  nor  was  St  Bridget  yet  bom,  nor  was  Darlugdach 
yet  Abbess  of  Eildare.  Very  long  after  the  death  of  both  these  ladies, 
and  about  608,  Nectan  II.  founded  the  church  of  Abemethy.  '  Begister 
of  St  Andr.'  cit.  Pink.  i.  296  ;  ii.  267.  Fordun  (iv.  c.  12)  ascribes  the 
foundation  of  Abemethy  to  St  Bridget  and  her  seven  virgins,  but  places 
it  in  the  reign  of  Gamard  Makdompnach,  the  successor  of  the  Bruide,  in 
whose  time  St  Columba  preached  to  the  Picts,  wliich  is,  of  conise,  mora 
probable." 
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The  Bound  Tower. 


This  ancient  and  very  curious  stniclure  has  been  but  slightly  noticed 
by  Scottish  antiquaries  and  topographers.  The  first  mention  I  can  find 
of  it  is  by  Gordon,  in  bis  "  Itinerarum  Septentrionale."  LonJ.  1727.  Ha 
writes,  "  I  went  directly  to  Abernethy,  the  ancient  capital  of  the  Fictish 
nation,  to  see  if  I  could  find  any  traces  of  the  Ficts  heroaboute,  but 
could  discover  nothing  except  a  stately  hollow  pillar  without  a  stuiTcaee, 
so  that  when  I  entered  within  and  looked  upward,  I  could  scarce  forbear 
imagining  myself  at  the  bottom  of  a  deep  draw-well.  It  has  only  one 
door  or  entrance  facing  the  north,  somewhat  above  the  basis,  the  height 
of  which  is  eight  feet  and  a-half,  and  the  breadth  from  jamb  to  jamb 
two  and  a-balf.  Towards  the  top  are  four  windows,  which  have  served 
for  the  admission  of  light;  they  are  equidietant,  and  five  feet  nine 
inches  tn  height,  and  two  feet  two  inches  in  breadth,  and  each  is  sup- 
ported by  two  small  pillars :  at  the  bottom  are  two  rows  of  stones  pro- 
jecting from  beneath,  which  served  for  the  basis  of  a  pedestal.  The 
whole  height  of  the  pillar  is  seventy-five  feet,  and  consists  of  sixty-four 
rows,  or  regular  courses  of  hewn  stone ;  the  external  circumference  of 
the  base  is  forty-eight  feet,  hut  diminishes  somewhat  towards  the  top, 
and  the  thickness  of  the  wall  is  three  feet  and  a-half.  This  is  by  the 
iubahitante  called  the  Round  Steeple  of  Abernethy,  and  is  supposed  to 
be  the  only  remains  of  a  Pictish  work  in  these  parts." 

Chough,  in  his  additions  to  Camden,  gives  but  a  meagre  notice  of 
Gordon's  description. 

Grose,  "  Antiquities  of  Scotland,"  vol.  ii.  683,  gives  a  short  account 
of  Abernethy,  and  repeats  Gordon's  notice  and  measurements  of  the 
tower ;  he  gives  two  plates,  which  show  the  tower  what  it  is  at  present, 
a  nearly  undiminished  pillar  without  any  roof  covering. 

Chalmers,  in  his  "Caledonia,"  vol,  i.,  Lend.  1807,  says,  "  At  Aber- 
nethy, in  Stratheame,  the  supposed  capital  of  the  Picts,  there  is  a  very 
ancient  church,  which  was  built  in  an  age  that  is  beyond  memory ;  but 
while  its  origin  defies  conjecture,  it  was  certainly  dedicated  to  St  Brigid 
by  the  command  of  the  zealous  Neatou.  There  is  here,  also,  as  well  as 
at  firecbin,  a  round  tower  of  great  antiquity  and  of  very  remarkable 
proportions,  being  8  feet  2  inches  in  diameter  and  72  feet  in  height." 
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Mr  David  D.  Black  of  Brechin,  in  his  valuable  and  interesting  histoiiy 
of  that  place,  gives  a  much  more  accurate  and  faithful  descriptioii  of 
Abemethy  Tower  than  any  of  the  preceding  writers. 

The  "  Ulster  Journal  of  Archaeology,"  1857,  page  210,  gives  a  short 
but  truthful  account  of  the  Towers  at  Abemethy  and  Brechin  from  the 
pen  of  Dr  Wise,  F.S  A.  Scot.  Such  of  the  above  writers  as  have  ex- 
pressed any  opinions  on  the  origin  and  uses  of  these  mysterious  struc- 
tures, have  generally  adopted  some  one  or  other  of  the  theories  pat  for- 
ward by  the  Irish  School  of  Archaeologists  who  have  written  on  the 
subject. 

The  Bound  Tower  of  Abemethy  stands  nearly  in  the  centre  of  the 
town,  and  in  the  angle  of  the  cemetery  of  the  Established  Church, 
adjoining  the  entrance  gate.  It  is  partly  in  the  graveyard,  and  partly 
on  the  narrow  road  leading  up  to  the  sacred  edifice. 

The  first  glance  showed  me  that  this  tower  is  wanting  in  that  grace- 
ful symmetry  of  outline  which  is  the  distinguishing  characteristic  of  the 
Irish  examples,  the  entasis  being  exceedingly  slight — ^iu  fact,  from  the 
sills  of  the  attic  windows  upwards  there  is  none,  but  rather  an  appear- 
ance of  outwanl  inclination,  which  all  slight  and  lofty  structures  have 
that  are  not  carried  up  with  strict  attention  to  that  taper,  or,  as  it  is  tech- 
nically called,  batter,  which  is  known  by  practice  to  obviate  such  optical 
illusions,    (See  Tlate  XXXII.) 

The  above  appearance  is  particularly  observable  approaching  the 
tower  from  the  Railway  Station.  It  is  also  to  be  noticed,  that  there  is 
a  considerable  difference  of  level  between  the  roadway  and  the  cemetery, 
the  former  l»einir  some  feet  lower  at  the  outside  base  of  the  tower  than 
at  the  side  of  the  doorway,  which  is  inside  the  graveyard. 

The  masonry  of  the  tower.  K>th  external  and  intemal,  is  composed  oi 
hammor-drossevi  asiiler,  in  courses  varvinsr  from  twelve  to  sixteen  inches 
in  hoi^rht,  the  beds  horizontal,  and  ioints  vertical :  the  stones  are  dressed 
to  the  cun*e,  Knh  outside  and  iusiJe, 

It  is  to  bo  remarked,  that  for  aIou:  twelve  courses  in  height  from  the 
extemal  cround  line,  the  mater:.^!  v.<<.v.  is  3  lxtI.  iirav  sandstone,  little 
injur^xi  by  the  weather,  while  the  r-:r:i.i::;  ur  •::*  :he  edifice  is  of  a  height 
buff-^vlou  rt^l  f  Invest  one,  much  w-  a: :.  c  r  -  ^  :  r.  at  the  joints^  and 
which  are  pinned  and  ^palled  in  many  places. 
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loiernal  masonry  is  even  much  more  weather-worn  and  dilapidated  than 
the  external,  for  which  I  cannot  account ;  every  stone  is  more  or  leea 
disintegrated,  laany  of  them  to  a  depth  of  nine  and  ten  inches;  numbers 
have  the  whole  surface  of  the  block  worn  away  to  a  depth  of  three  and 
four  inches. 

In  the  upper  part  of  the  tower,  tljere  is  an  appearance  of  two  vertical 
cracks,  which  were  pinned  up  with  red  spnwls  and  mortar;  the  masonry 
also  in  various  parts  has  heen  pinned,  particularly  a  large  breach  at 
right-hand  side  of  doorway. 

In  passing  judgment  on  the  workmanship  of  those  ancient  structurea, 
we  must  always  make  allowance  for  the  weather-wear  of  age.  Masonry 
that  was  finished  clean,  sharp,  and  neatly  wrought  from  the  hummer 
or  chisel  of  the  workman,  will  naturally,  after  the  lapse  of  from  thirteen 
hundred  to  two  thousand  years  as  the  case  may  be,  have  a  very  differ- 
ent appearance.  Joints  originally  close  and  tight  will,  from  the  action 
of  rain,  frost,  and  wind,  become  open  and  gaping,  owing  to  the  wearing 
away  of  the  arrisses  of  the  stone. 

I  noticed  only  one  hlock  of  red  sandstone  in  the  base  of  the  tower,  at 
which  side,  and  close  to  the  Eirk-gate,  fastened  into  the  stone  work,  is 
an  iron  joug  or  pillory,  with  a  huge  padlock  attached  thereto. 

The  height  of  the  tower  at  present,  measured  from  a  flat  stone  at  its 
base  on  the  road  side  to  the  top  of  the  present  coping,  is  72  feet,  Gordon, 
in  Ma  "  Itinerarium  Septentrionale,"  states  the  height  to  have  been  75 
feet ;  and  he  may  have  been  right  in  his  time,  as  I  have  no  doubt  a 
portion  of  the  tower  base  has  heen  covered  by  the  accumulation  of  the 
road  material  in  constant  repairs. 

The  thickness  of  tlte  walling  at  the  side  of  doorway  I  found  to  be 
3  feet  6  inches ;  and  the  internal  diameter,  as  near  as  I  could  judge, 
owing  to  the  dilapidation  of  the  masonry,  8  feet  1  inch.  The  circum- 
ference of  the  hase,  owing  to  the  inef|uality  of  the  ground,  I  could 
not  take;  hut  allowing  the  thickness  of  wall  at  base  to  be  3  feet  9 
inches,  the  increase  of  batter  being  near  three  inches,  and  the  internal 
diameter  8  feet  1  inch,  it  will  give  the  extreme  diameter  at  the  base 
15  feet  9  inches,  and  the  circumference,  consequently,  48  feet  11 
inches. 

The  diameter  at  top  is  8  feet  5  inches,  thickness  of  walling  2  feet  7i 
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iadtm,  gfnng  the  ont  sad  oat  dwwMlBr  tWn  ■■  IS  Caet 
dsdiwted  from  the  diuneler  at  ban,  Imtci  3  feet  I  inc 
by  two  fpvtm  12^  inchea,  beuig  the  tatta  «r  wtiwi  &o—  fa—e  to  —8^ 
•i)Dkl  tooM-aixtfa  of  an  tncb  tothefooL  TheaatMaea  fw  lalhii  aailfc, 
aiiil  tliA  jiJU  in  but  2J  feel  from  tbe  picaeut  level  of  cwetoiy,  «Ufk  baa 
Umi)  nonii<I»rabIy  rataed  by  intetmanta  tmm  ti»e  ta  tana,  aa  m  arMuit 
by  obMrving  tlist  tb«  level  of  grotmd  at  baaa  vt  tower  o«i»Ja  the 
ocimntory  !*  over  3  ftfet  lower ;  I  ihoold  mj  the  top  of  door-aai  was 
tiri (fin ally  0  fw;t  over  the  gnmiid  lexel. 

Thd  dmr  bus  convergiog  junbc,  and  a  aeBrieiicBUr  head ;  width  at 
Mill,  3  ftK't  7{  inchw;  at  spring  of  antb,  3  feet  4^  iBcbea;  bo^it  to 
n\irini(it]g,  H  feet  7  incbeA ;  ditto  to  soflet,  7  feet  8  inchea:  it  baa  a  plain 
Ant  lmn>l  round  it  externally,  6j  inches  iride  at  baae  and  5^  at  tftiag- 
iriK;  It  bu  a  projection  of  abotit  2  inchee:  tbera  it  alao  aa  extetad 
rovanl  In  Jamba  12  incbea  wide,  1|  inch  deep.    (See  Plate  XXXIL) 

Tho  lill  ifl  in  one  etone  mncb  broken  ;  the  rigbt-band  side  is  formed 
of  Iwo  atonei,  the  left  of  three,  all  thorough  atonea,  bat  baring  very 
little  bond  in  front.  The  arched  bead  b  cnt  out  ia  one  etone,  which, 
bnwover,  is  very  sballow,  being  no  deeper  than  the  reveal ;  the  iMB^sder 
of  doorway  is  covered  by  a  hammered  arcb,  which  has  no  regular  key- 
•tune,  the  interior  ring  being  formed  of  six  stones  of  iiregQlar  widths. 
Tlio  right-hand  jamb  is  perforated  with  a  nnmber  of  email  holee,  and 
lino  rectangalar  mortice.  They  are  evidently  modern,  and  were  used 
fur  Hliooting  the  varioos  bolte  into,  round  and  equate,  that  from  time  to 
time  were  need  in  the  doors. 

I  have  before  spoken  of  the  disintegration  of  the  stone  facing  of  the 
Interior,  which  exposes  the  mortar  cementing  Ibis  stractiire  together. 
It  la  exceedingly  hard  and  oompaet,  and,  like  that  of  many  or  mort 
of  the  towers  I  have  examined  in  Ireland,  is  composed  of  shell  lime, 
sanrl,  mill  pebbles. 

The  tower  being  for  some  time  past,  and  at  present,  used  aa  a  belfry  to 
tliA  ENtubl  lulled  Cburcb,  there  are  timber  Soa^^^ag  on  the  old  stone 
string  oourRCH  which  aa^^l^glBom  Btot^^^^^^coees  by  ladders 
from  floor  to  floor.  The  ^ 
inclios  lielow  the 
inf^beti  projection.    1  mM 
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string  ooarses  respectively.    The  baBement  floor,  owing  to  the  filling  in 
of  the  interior,  is  bat  three  feet  under  the  top  of  the  first  string  coarse. 

The  first  storey,  then,  meaeures  H  feet  8  inches;  the  second,  11  feet 
Sinches;  the  third,  13  feet  2  inches;  the  fourth,  12  feet  11  inches;  the 
fifth,  10  feet  8  inches  to  the  top  of  last  etring  course ;  and  from  thence 
to  the  coping  of  parapet,  5  feet  2  inches;  thna  the  entire  height  inter- 
nally is  71  feet  3  inches.  These  string  courses,  with  the  exception  of 
the  basement  one,  are  much  worn  away  and  dilapidated,  in  some  spots 
having  entirely  disappeared  ;  their  average  dimensions  were  from  10  to 
12  inches  deep,  and  from  5  to  6  inches  projection ;  they  are  perfectly 
plain,  being  without  chamfer  or  moulding  of  any  kind. 

Window  Opti. — In  the  second  storey  facing  the  south,  and  7  feet 
5  inches  from  top  of  string  course,  is  the  first  ope,  angular- headed,  cut 
out  of  one  stone,  10  inches  wide  at  sill,  9  inches  wide  under  the  head, 
and  2  feet  high  from  eiU  to  apex. 

In  the  third,  facing  the  west,  and  7  feet  3  inches  above  string  course, 
is  a  semi  circular- headed  ope,  17  inches  high,  6  inches  wide,  aides 
slightly  converging. 

In  the  fourth,  facing  east,  and  G  feet  above  the  string  course,  is  an 
ope  of  similar  form  and  dimensions.  These  last  two  are  very  rudely 
oonstructed.  Upon  this  story  is  placed  a  clock,  the  dial  of  which  faces 
west,  for  the  benefit  of  the  good  folks  of  the  ancient  borough  of  Aber- 
nethy,  thus  making  the  reputed  mausoleuni  of  the  Ftctieh  toparchs  do 
double  duty,  as  a  clock-tower  and  belfry. 

The  fifth  is  lighted  by  four  windows  facing  the  cardinal  points.  They 
are  semicircular- headed,  being  1  foot  8  inches  wide  at  base,  and  1 
foot  5J  inches  at  spring  of  arched  head,  and  4  feet  9  inches  high  to 
springing  of  arch;  they  ore  revealed  externally,  and  were  originally 
ornamented  with  hook  shafts  in  the  reveals.  The  size  of  the  windows  is 
nnuBually  large,  their  characteristics  more  like  doors  than  windon's.  Only 
onft  of  them  preserves  the  nook  shafts,  this  feature  being  worn  off  in  the 
■Otbers;  there  are  no  remains  of  caps  or  bases.  The  church  bell  is  hung 
in  this  storey,  and  from  the  great  size  of  the  apertures,  answers,  I  am  sure, 
<rpos6  very  well.  Over  this  is  a  wooden  platform  sheeted  with 
supported  on  the  top  string  course,  above  which  rises  a,  parapet 
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coped  witb  atone  in  elaLa,  covering  Ihe  whole  thickneBs  of  wall  anil 
projecting  G  incliCB  eiternally,  finished  with  an  ogee  moulding;  this 
coping  and  the  npper  jwrtion  of  the  parapet  is  perfectly  modem. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  the  materials  of  which  this  tower  is  built 
are  not  founil  in  the  neighbourhood.  The  stone  composing  the  Ochil 
Hills,  in  the  immediate  vicinity,  is  Whin.  Tradition  states  that  the 
building  materials  were  brought  from  the  Lomond  Hills,  some  six  miles 
distant,  and  that  they  were  conveyed  by  a  line  of  men  stretching  from 
the  quarry,  over  hill  and  vale  to  the  tower,  the  etonea  being  handed  from 
man  to  man.  Also  we  have  here  a  repetition  of  the  legend  so  current 
among  tiio  Irish  peasantry  respecting  most  of  the  towers  in  that  country, 
namely,  that  it  waa  built  in  one  night.  This  tradition  is  almost  universal 
wherever  there  is  a  round  tower.  They  are  sometimes  called  "  Fause-an- 
aon-oidhcke,"  the  growth  of  one  night.  This  legend  I  find  also  prevails  in 
India  respecting  buildings  whose  origin  and  uses  are  lost  in  ihe  miel 
of  antiquity. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  majority  of  persons  who  have  written  on 
the  Round  Tower  controversy  have  not  been  practically  qualified  for  the 
examination  of  these  curious  structures,  and  that  many  others  have 
been  uncandid  enough  to  suppress  certain  particulars  in  Iheir  construc- 
tion and  details  because  that  such  points  hod  a  tendency  to  invalidate 
the  opinions  which  they  laboured  to  establish.  On  a  personal  exami- 
nation of  many  of  the  Irish  towers,  previously  described  by  authors 
ranking  high  in  the  Archraological  world,  I  have  been  astonished  to 
find  how  loosely  they  have  been  described,  and  how  many  important 
details  have  been  omitted.  This  fact  has  determined  mo  on  a  plan  of 
investigation  and  description  respecting  these  buildings,  which  in  the 
present  instance  I  have  endeavoured  to  carry  out. 

And  now,  having  described  this  building  as  it  at  present  exists,  it 
may  he  expected  that  I  should  institute  some  comparison  between  the 
Sooto-Hibemian  and  the  Scoto-Albanian  tower.  I  would  first  make 
a  few  remarks,  suggested  by  my  examination  of  that  at  Aberoethy ) 
and  first  in  its  position,  standing  in  a  corner  of  the  cemetery  partly 
within  and  partly  without  the  grave^yard  precincts,  it  is  akin  to  the 
great  tower  at  Clonmacnoise,  called  O'Eorke's  Tower;  to  the  tower  at 
Clones,  Co.  Monaghan ;  to  the  tower  at  KiJrea,  Co.  Kilkenny;  to  that 
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at  Sells,  Co.  Meatb.  The  round  towers  at  Cloyne,  Co.  Cork,  at  Rattoo, 
Co.  Kerry,  and  Roacrea,  Co.  Tipperary,  stand  outside  their  respective 
cemetericB.  In  all  theee  caseS,  where  the  towers  are  partly  in  and  partly 
cnt  the  grave-yard,  the  surface  of  ground  inside  is  invariably  raised 
several  feet  over  the  external  surface  as  at  Abemothy ;  the  natural  infer- 
ence being,  that  the  tower?  were  erected  before  the  ground  was  used  for 
eccleBittsticftl  purposes,  and  that  these  towers  were  not  looked  upon  with 
feelings  of  reverence,  as  structures  devoted  to  religious  or  Christian  uses, 
otherwise  they  would  have  been  included  within  the  sacred  precincta. 

Secondly,  There  are  some  peculiarities  in  its  masonry,  It  is  built,  as 
before  stated,  in  courses  of  ashler  of  various  heights ;  the  spaces  between 
the  internal  and  external  lining  is  filled  up  with  a  grouting  of  small 
mbble,  gravel,  sand,  and  lime.  Ashler-built  towers,  hearted  with  rubble 
grouting,  are  found  at  Aghaviller,  Co.  Kilkenny ;  Ardmore,  Co.  Water- 
ford;  Clonmacnoifi,  Queen's  Co. ;  Devenish,  Co.  Fermanagh, 

Thirdly,  The  extraordinary  size  of  the  doorway  as  compared  with  those 
of  the  Irish  towers,  its  great  height  and  width.  The  diminutive  size  of 
ths  latter  has  been  a  subject  of  remark  and  Bi>eculation,  as  for  example 
the  semicircular- headed  doorway  of  the  round  tower  of  CJlendalough  is 
S  feet  7J  inches  high,  2  feet  wide  at  base,  and  1  foot  9  J  inches  at  spring- 
ing of  arched  head.  That  of  Donongbmore  is  5  feet  2  inches  in  height, 
breadth  at  sill  2  feet  3  inches,  at  springing  of  arch  2  feet. 

That  of  O'Borke's,  or  the  Great  Tower  at  Clonroacnoise,  is  but  5  feet 
3  iDcties  in  height,  2  feet  5  inches  wide  at  sill,  and  2  feet  3  inches  at 
springing ;  while  the  doorway  of  Ahemethy  is  7  feet  8  inches  in  height, 
2  feet  7f  inches  in  breadth  at  sill,  and  2  feet  4^  iuches  in  breadth  at 
springing.  The  doorway  of  the  round  tower  at  Kilmacduagh  is  the  only 
Irish  example  that  at  all  approaches  In  size  that  of  Aberncthy;  it  is 
semicircular- heailed,  and  of  the  extraordinary  devotion  of  26  feet  from 
the  ground ;  it  is  6  feet  10  inches  in  height,  2  feet  10  inches  wide  at  sill, 
and  2  feet  7  inches  at  springing  of  arch ;  yet  this,  the  largest  round 
tower  doorway  in  Ireland,  is  fully  one  foot  lower  thuo  that  of  Abernethy, 
imd  its  unusual  size  was,  I  am  sure,  designed  by  the  builder  of  this  tower 
to  produce  an  optical  effect,  as  at  its  great  height  it  looks  barely  the 
nBnal  size,  whereas  if  it  was  constructed  smaller  it  would  look  diminu- 
tiye,  and  out  of  all  proportion. 

Tot.  III.  PABT  II.  X 
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The  head  of  tho  Abemetliy  doorway  is  aemicircular,  cut  out  of  a  single 
stone  on  the  external  face,  and  backed  with  a  hammered  arch  internally. 
Of  aemicircular- headed  doorways  cut  out  of  a  single  etone,  we  have 
examples  in  the  round  towers  of  Glendalougb,  Co.  Wicklow;  Killree, 
Co.  Kilkenny ;  Armoy,  Co.  Antrim.  The  heads  of  all  these  are  thorough ; 
but  I  know  of  no  instance  where  the  external  solid  head  is  hacked  hy  ft 
hammered  rubble  arch,  as  at  Abemethy. 

String  Courses. — The  towers  at  both  Brechin  and  Abemethy  have 
internal  string  courses,  apparently  for  tho  support  of  the  original  floors. 
The  provision  for  the  support  of  floors  in  the  Irish  examples  are  various, 
eometimos  by  string  courses,  in  others  by  offsets — that  is,  the  thickness 
of  the  wall  diminishing  over  each  storey,  leaving  an  offset,  or  set  off,  of 
from  three  to  six  inches.  Examples  of  the  latter  are  found  at  Clones, 
Co,  Monaghan ;  Cloyne,  Co.  Cork ;  Fertagh,  Co.  Kilkenny ;  Kells,  Co. 
Ueath ;  Lusk,  Co.  Dublin,  &c. 

Of  towers  pronded  with  string  coureea  ve  have  Clondalkin,  Co. 
Dublin ;  Battoo,  Co.  Kerry.  It  is  a  singular  fact  that  several  of  the 
Irish  towers  have  neither  strings,  offsets,  nor  corbals.  What  were  tho 
material  and  description  of  the  original  floors  at  Alernethy,  wo  have  no 
means  of  judging  ;  I  am  inclined  to  think,  and  there  Is  more  than  sup- 
positioQ  for  it,  that  the  original  floors  of  all  round  towers  were  of  stone, 
either  formed  of  large  stabs  tailed  into  the  wall,  as  at  Kinneigh,  or  con- 
structed upon  the  arch  principle,  as  at  Meelick,  Co.  of  Mayo ;  Caaiie 
Dermot,  Co.  Kildare ;  and  at  the  tower  on  Ttirry  Island,  Co.  Donegal. 
At  Castle  Dermot  there  is  about  two-thirds  of  a  floor,  and  a  small  portion 
of  another  remaining;  the  portions  that  remain  have  very  Uttle  of  thie 
arch  character  in  them,  their  strength  is  derived  from  the  extreme  tena- 
city of  the  cement.  It  is  my  conviction  that  all  towers  showing  string 
courses  and  offsets  had  stone  floors.  AVe  know  well  how  strongly  the 
Celtic  builders,  both  Pagan  and  Christian,  affected  the  nae  of  stone  in 
their  cashels,  their  duns,  their  clochans,  or  stone-walled  and  stone- 
roofed  dwellings, — in  their  pillar  towers,  their  stone-roofed  primitive  cells 
or  churches,  their  crosses,  &c.  It  was  not  even  until  the  Anglo-Norman 
invasion  that  they  finally  relinquished  the  cherislied  and  nge-hanour«d 
stone  roof,  for  the  timber  framing,  and  copper,  lead,  or  shingle  oovering 
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of  medifflVftl  times.  If  we  look  at  our  round  towers,  they  are  eBsentially 
stone  BtnictureB,  stone-walled,  Btone-Iintelled,  sto ne- roofed ;  the  men 
who  built  them  built  for  eternity,  iiad  would  not  place  perialiable  wood 
in  HO  important  a  position  when  they  knew  how  to  construct  floors  of 
stone,  and  did  construct  them  aa  I  have  shown  above. 

The  first  string  course,  both  at  Brechin  and  Abemethy,  is  placed  below 
the  sill  of  entrance  door;  in  the  former  about  11  inehes,  in  the  latter  about 
12  inches.  This  is  usually  the  case  in  Irish  examples.  It  is  my  firm  opinion 
that  this  tower  has  been  rebuilt  at  some  time  subsequent  to  its  original 
foundation  ;  my  reasons  for  holding  these  opinions  are  as  follows : — 

First,  Because  the  tower  for  a  height  of  near  14  feet  from  its  base,  or 
about  twelve  courses  of  its  masonry,  is  built  of  a  difl'erent  stone  from 
the  rest,  and  to  a  close  observer  the  masonry  shows  a  different  handling. 

Secondly,  Because  the  body  of  the  tower  does  not  present  that  sym- 
metry of  outline  invariably  found  in  all  other  towers,  and  particularly 
so  in  the  other  Scottish  example  at  Brechin.  This  want  of  sym- 
metry in  Abemethy  Tower  is  owing  to  this  fact,  that  the  internal 
diameter  at  top  is  from  five  to  six  inches  more  than  at  base,  whereas  it 
should  be,  according  to  the  usual  proportions,  at  or  near  two  feet  less ; 
thusatBrechintheintoronI  diameter  at  base  is  6  feet,  while  at  the  top  it  is 
but  6  feet  6  inches;  at  Clondalkin,  Co.  Dublin,  diameter  at  base  7  feet 
6  inches,  at  top  6  feet  4  inches.  Ardmore  Tower,  diameter  at  base 
9  feet,  at  top  4  feet  10  inches;  this  tower,  be  it  remembered,  is  91  feet 
high.  Cioyne  Tower,  at  base  9  feet  2  inches,  at  top  7  feet  2  inches. 
Kilkenny  Tower,  at  base  7  feet  9  inches,  at  top  5  feet  9  inches.  These 
dimensions,  taken  in  connection  with  thickness  of  walling  and  perpen- 
dicular heights,  give  these  towers  a  grace  and  symmetry  peculiarly  their 
own,  and  which  is  conspicuously  wanting  in  Abemethy.  I  have  before 
stated  the  ratio  of  batter  in  this  tower  to  bo  one-sixlb  of  an  inch  to  the 
foot :  but  this  latter  is  not  equal  all  through ;  it  is  greatest  at  the  base, 
and  least  in  the  upper  parte,  as  I  before  explained.  The  inference  is 
this,  that  at  some  remote  period  the  ancient  structure  became  insecure 
from  age,  was  stmck  by  lightning  or  injured  by  storms,  perhaps  had 
been  lying  in  min  for  years.  It  was  rebuilt  from  the  twelfth  course 
upwards.  A  different  material  was  used.  Menno  longer  built  foretemity; 
they  had  not  the  sagacity  in  the  selection  of  material  of  the  old  Celtic 
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masona;  tlicy  cboBc  a  Bofler  material,  easier  worked;  they  carried  up  tbe 
proportions  ot  the  origiDal  base  to  a  certaia  height ;  they  found  this 
would  tiot  answer  the  purpoee  to  which  the  tower  was  now  to  be  deroted — 
it  would  be  too  narrow,  too  coulined  in  the  top  for  hells  to  awing  in ; 
they  began  to  diminish  the  batter  and  decrease  the  thickoess  of  waU, 
whereby  they  got  a  diameter  ia  the  attic  storey  greater  thau  in  the  baee- 
raent,  and  ouswering  the  object  they  had  in  view. 

Tliirdly,  Because  of  the  dieproportion  and  irregularity  of  the  openings. 
I  have  before  sliown  the  unusual  size  of  the  doorway,  companng  it  with 
the  other  examples,  though  the  form  of  this  doorway  is  of  ancient 
character ;  yet  I  am  of  opinion  that  it  is  of  the  same  era  as  the  portion  of 
the  tower  rebuilt,  it  is  also  of  the  same  material.  In  all  probability,  if  the 
original  door  was  in  existence,  it  was  considered  too  small  for  the 
intended  usee  of  the  tower,  and  the  present  commodious  one  substituted, 
perhaps,  too,  an  enlarged  copy  of  the  original  door.  The  great  disproportion 
between  the  door  of  Brechin  Tower  and  this  is  remarkable  :  the  former  is 
but  1  fuut  lOJ  inches  wide  at  sill,  while  the  latter  is  2  feet  7j  iachea; 
a  better  idea  of  the  difference  of  size  can  be  formed  when  I  state  the 
soi)erlicial  area  of  the  former  to  be  lO.J  superficial  feet,  and  of  the  latter 
19  feet,  or  nearly  double.  I  think  I  need  say  no  more  to  prove  tliat  tlii« 
door  is  not  the  original  one ;  yet  I  may  add,  that  the  material  of  the  door- 
way ia  different  from  that  in  the  base  of  the  tower,  but  u  similar  sttme 
to  that  of  which  the  upper  jwrtion  is  built. 

Fourthly,  From  the  unusual  character  of  the  windows.  There  is  bnt 
one  window  opo  in  this  round  lower  that  can  he  called  a  churactficietio 
round  tower  window,  und  that  ia  an  angular- headed  one  in  the  secoofl 
story,  As  I  have  before  described,  windows  of  this  form,  and  of  mncji 
tho  same  proportions,  are  found  in  many  of  the  Irish  towers,  lu  *t 
Cashel,  Co,  Tipperary,  and  several  others.  Two  opes,  Bemicitoulw- 
headed  and  of  rude  construction,  the  sides  nearly  parallel,  asrl  only  liK 
inches  in  width,  ore  in  the  third  and  fourth  storeys,  Opea  •!>{  this  (tropor- 
tton  arc  not  found  in  any  round  towers  that  I  have  seen  ;  there  ia  ni>thllif 
like  them  at  Brechin, 

The  four  window  opes  in  the  upper  storey  are,  f 
unuBually  bir^e  size,  being  5^  feet  high,  and  2  feet  G 
Dally.    No  Irish  towers  esbibit  attic  windows  of  a; 
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ItarisDD  I  Bubjoio  the  dimeiiBioiia  of  eome.  Ardmore  Tower,  angular- 
headed,  3  feet  10  iDchea  high,  1  foot  3^  incbea  msan  breadth.  Cloa- 
daUcin,  quadrangular,  3  feet  7  incLea  by  2  feet.  Cloyne,  quadrangular, 
3  feet  8  inches  by  1  foot  4  inches.  Many  of  tlie  towers  bftve  even 
fimaller  attic  windows  than  thoao  above  named. 

These  windows  are  oxternally  revealed,  and  bad  small  columua  in  the 
angles.  Portions  of  these  columns  remain,  but  no  caps  or  bases.  I  need  not 
say  that  the  window  ia  of  pure  Romanesque  character,  and  of  the  eleventh 
or  twelfth  century ;  we  have  no  example  of  such  a  form  of  window  in 
any  Irish  towers.  Our  window  opea  are  apertures  of  the  most  ancient 
and  simple  forms,  angular  or  semicircular  beaded,  or  quadraagular, 
without  reveals,  mouldings,  or  any  attempt  at  ornament  whatsoever. 
The  only  instance  of  anything  of  the  kind  is  in  the  lesser  tower  at  Clon- 
macnoise,  where  the  small  quadrangular  opes  have  a  shallow  rebate 
of  about  2j  inches  square  cut  round  them,  and  carried  in  a  semi- 
circular  form  over  the  square  bead.  This  was  evidently  an  after- 
thought, and  intended  to  make  the  simple  opes  and  severe  lines  of  the 
tower  harmonize  in  some  degree  with  the  round-headed  architecture  of 
the  Romanesque  church,  subsequently  erected  alongside  of  it. 

From  these  peculiarities  in  the  construction  of  this  tower,  I  am  led  to 
the  conclusion  that  a  very  ancient  round  tower  existed  at  Abemethy  ;  that 
at  some  period  between  the  commencement  of  the  eleventh  and  latter 
end  of  the  twelfth  century  it  had  become  ruinous,  either  from  age  or  vio- 
lence,  and  was  then  rebuilt  as  a  belfry,  the  proportions  being  altered, 
and  the  dooc  and  attic  windows  considerably  enlarged ;  the  former  for 
convenience  of  ingress  and  egress,  the  latter  to  aid  in  the  more  effectual 
distribution  of  sound. 

Ample  evidence  exists  that  a  great  number  of  the  Irish  examples  have 
heeu  partially  rebuilt,  and  otherwise  altered  to  suit  ecclesiastical  pur- 
poses, as  was  the  one  under  consideration ;  and  that  these  reparations 
have  many  of  them  been  of  a  very  remote  antiquity  is  incontestable. 
I  shall  refer  to  a  few  which  I  can  authenticate  from  a  close  personal 
examination  ;  and  I  respectfully  claim  for  my  opinions  such  consideration 
as  a  long  practical  knowledge  of  masonry  and  building  construction 
professionally  entitle  me  to,  as  well  as  an  extensive  personal  acquaint- 
ance with  various  buildings  of  antiquity.     The  round  tower  of  Agha- 
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viller,  county  of  Kilkenny,  has  been  altered  by  the  addition  of  a  seocmd 
doorway,  level  with .  the  ground,  the  original  door  being  foniteen  feet 
from  the  surface,  and  therefore  inconvenient  for  the  porpoaes  to  which 
in  mediaeval  times  it  was  applied. 

The  same  addition  was  made  to  the  round  tower  on  Scatteiy  Islaodi 
as  also  to  Drumiskin,  Co.  Louth,  and  to  Bam  Island  Tower,  Co.  of  Antrim, 
and  nearly  two-thirds  of  the  height  of  the  tower  of  Inniskeen,  Co.  Modmt 
ghan,  has  been  rebuilt,  the  masonry  being  quite  of  a  different  age  and 
workmanship. 

Tower  at  TuIIohertn,  County  Kilkenny- 

This  tower  has  been  rebuilt  from  the  sills  of  the  attic  windows  up- 
wards. The  material  of  the  body  of  the  tower  is  a  silicious  breccia  in 
courses :  the  portion  rebuilt  is  of  limestone  rubble  work.  At  the  time 
of  this  reparation,  it  would  appear  that  the  original  four  windows  were 
not  considered  sufficient  for  the  emission  of  sound,  as  they  then  inserted 
eight  rectangular  opes.  Four  of  these  fell  with  a  portion  of  the  attic 
storey  some  time  since  ;  the  other  four  remain. 

Kildare  Tower,  Kildare. 

The  lower  part  of  this  tower,  to  a  height  of  eight  feet,  shows  evidence 
of  great  antiquity,  being  built  of  granite  ashler  in  courses,  looking  old 
and  weather-worn  ;  the  stones  inlocked  as  in  the  most  ancient  examples 
of  Irish  masonry.  From  this  to  within  fifteen  feet  of  the  top,  the 
masonry  is  of  coarse  spalled  rubble,  the  material  a  mixture  of  sandstone 
and  limestone :  the  upper  portion,  which  is  probably  modem,  has  five 
window  opes  in  the  attic,  and  is  embrasured.  Here,  as  at  TuUoherin,  the 
restorers  increased  the  facilities  for  the  emission  of  sound. 

Clonmacnoise,  Queen's  County. 

The  Great  Tower,  called  also  ORorke's  Tower,  and,  by  the  natives, 
Clogaus-mor,  has  had  two  reparations.  The  towor  is  original  to  about 
one-half  its  height,  the  mason ry  of  fino  c:-.>>e  jointed  ashlar  in  nearly 
regular  courees.  From  thenco  to  tlio  <ilLs  ..i'  tl.o  attic  windows  the  woik 
is  inferior,  the  joints  wider,  and  the  ».\iir<t<  i:i  re  irregular.  The 
part,  including  the  attic  windows,  is  vf  coirse  spalled  rubble. 
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The  leaser  tower  at  ClonmacuoiBe,  now  connected  with  a  small  church  of 
the  eleventh  or  twelfth  century,  called  Teampuil  Fineen,  also  bears  posi- 
tive marks  of  its  appropriation  to  ecclesiasticnl  purposes.  The  diminutive 
chancel  was  built  against  the  tower,  and  the  lower  portion  was  converted 
into  a  sacristy :  the  original  doorway  has  had  its  jambs  and  arch  chi- 
selled away,  leaving  only  a  few  inches  of  the  original  arch  and  dressings. 
The  same  treatment  has  been  adopted  to  the  lower  window,  in  order  to 
admit  more  light;  and,  last  of  all,  the  interior  face  of  wall  has  been 
chisselled  away  to  a  depth  of  sis  or  seven  inches  all  round  to  the  height 
of  about  six  feet. 

I  could  multiply  these  examples,  were  it  necessary,  hut  I  trust  the 
above  will  \>e  sutBeient  to  show  that  the  opinion  I  have  advanced  respect- 
ing the  rebuilding  of  a  great  portion  of  Abemethy  Round  Tower  at  a  very 
remote  period  is  something  more  than  a  mere  probability. 


Leganfh. 

The  current  legends  respecting  this  tower  are  as  follows : — That  it  was 
the  work  of  one  night,  in  Erse  Fauee-an-aon-oidliche,  literally,  the  growth  of 
one  night ;  that  it  was  erected  by  the  Peyhts,  who,  towards  morning,  were 
about  completing  the  work  by  putting  on  the  roof,  when  an  old  woman, 
looking  out  of  a  window,  prematurely  frightened  them  from  their  wort,  and 
it  was  never  completed  to  this  day.  The  Peyhts  seem  to  be  considered 
B8  a  weird  or  necromantic  people  among  the  peasantry  of  Scotland,  as  are 
that  mysterious  race,  the  Tuatha-dc-Canans,  among  the  Irish.  Similar 
legends  to  the  above  are  general  throughout  Ireland  in  connection  with 
round  towers.  Thus  it  is  related  of  the  tower  on  the  island  of  Innis- 
cftltra,  in  Lough  Dearg  on  the  Shannon,  that  it  was  built  in  one  night 
by  the  good  people  ;  that  an  old  woman  passing  by  at  an  unusually  early 
hour  in  the  morning,  and  omitting  the  customary  benediction  of  "  God 
blessthe  work,"  so  incensed  the  workmen,  that  they  threw  the  stones  thej 
were  in  the  act  of  setting  down,  and  killed  her  on  the  spot. 

A  similar  tradition  exists  respecting  the  round  towers  at  Ardmore, 
Cloyne,  Kinneigh,  and  several  others.  At  Kilkenny  hill,  near  Duntlalfc, 
County  Louth,  are  the  remains  of  a  curious  structure,  called  Fas-an- 
fton-oidhche.     It  stands  on  an  artificial  mound,  and  is  an  oval  structure 
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44' 99' by  21  feet:  the  w«lto  ««  seMi  feet  tibick.  (^  ''Wijg^e 
Louthiana.")  Several  of  our  towers  are  traditionally  stated  to  hacte 
been  erected  by  a  weird  personage,  called  the  fitobhan-taor,  or  6<dihn 
the  artificer.  The  name  is  in  the  months  of  the  peasantty  all  oier 
Ireland,  as  the  builder  not  only  of  the  round  towers,  but  ilso  of  aWiiMi, 
castles,  Ac. 

Dr  Petrie  has  tried  to  prove  the  actual  existence  of,  and  age  in  ^MA 
the  (}obhan  lived.  His  evidence  is  however  conjectural  and  unsatis- 
factory;  and  the  fact  of  several  personages  named  (Jobhaif  being  fomid 
in  Irish  history,  makes  it  difficult  to  ascertain  who  this  l^gendaiy  bnildar 
was,  or  when  he  lived.  It  is  certainly  food  for  speculation ;  the  myste- 
rious and  supernatural  origin  attributed  to  those  singular  stnictures  in 
the  traditionary  lore  of  both  countries,  and  the  almost  perfect  identity 
of  these  legends ;  nothing  (except  the  similarity  of  their  foiins^  dimen- 
sioDs,  and  details)  can  be  a  stronger  proof  of  the  fact,  that  the  Scoto- 
Albanian  and  Scoto-Hibemian  towers  were  erected  by  the  same  race. 

As  is  usual,  Pagan  remains  and  indications  are  found  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  this  tower.    Mr  Black  says — Above  Abemethy,  a  little  to  the 
south-west,  is  a  hill  called  the  Castle  Law  Hill,  upon  the  top  of  which 
ar«  the  remains  of  a  vitrified  fort,  which  we  visited,  and  among  the 
names  of  places  in  the  neighbourhood,  we  find  Pittendreigh,  PittCT- 
drioch,  A'c.,  and  below  the  hill,  on  the  south  side,  we  saw,  if  we  m'fft#V!» 
not,  the  remains  of  a  Druid  temple.    Similar  names  of  places  and  similar 
Dniidical  remains  are  to  be  found  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Brechin. 
The  tradition  of  this  tower  having  been  the  sepulchral  monument  of  the 
Pagan  kings  of  Pictland  induced  some  gentlemen  to  excavate  the  inti^ 
rior  of  the  tower.     The  result  is  given  by  the  Bev.  Mr  Small  of  Edce- 
head,  Abemethy.    The  excavation  took  place  on  10th  May  1821,  in  the 
preisence  of  the  Doctor  and  several  other  gentlemen.    When  about  four 
feet  below  the  surface  were  found  *'  plenty  of  human  bonee  and  the 
fhigments  of  a  light  green  urn,  with  a  row  of  carving  round  the  bottom 
of  the  neck,  and  Ihat^  digging  still  further,  they  came  to  three  bioad 
fiagsk  which  either  served  as  the  Ivttom  of  the  first  coffin  or  the  cover 
of  another,  and  by  removing  one,  which  so^nied  the  largest,  we  found 
that  there  was  phnnty  of  human  K>nt^  U^I.w/' 

T  akall  leseitti  my  obserratioQs  on  this  disooieiy  fbr  Ike 


ANTIQUARIES  OF  SCOTLAND. 


319 


paper  on  Brechin  Tower,  when  I  intend  to  give  a  resume  of  the  remark- 
able dlBcoveries  made  in  the  excavation  of  several  of  the  Irish  Bound 
Towers. 


This  being  the  last  meeting  of  the  Session,  the  Chaibman  stated  he 
had  much  pleasure  in  congratulating  the  Members  on  the  improved 
prospects  and  position  of  the  Society.  He  also  directed  attention  to  the 
many  valuable  donations  exhibited,  for  which  their  thanks  were  duly 
recorded.  Among  these  was  the  curious  collection  of  Silver  ornaments 
and  coins  recently  discovered  in  Orkney — ^whose  interest  could  hardly 
be  overrated — ^presented  by  H.  M.  Excheqtisb,  with  many  other  relics  of 
Treasure  Trove,  through  the  Queen's  Bemembrancer.  In  consideration 
of  the  valuable  services  rendered  by  Mr  Henderson  in  the  maturing  of 
the  recent  Treasury  arrangements  in  reference  to  the  important  subject 
of  Tesasurb  Tbovb,  he  begged  to  propose  a  cordial  vote  of  thanks  of 
the  Society  to  John  Henderson,  Esq.,  Queen's  and  Lord  Treasurer's 
Bemembrancer.    The  proposal  was  unanimously  agreed  to. 

Thanks  being  voted  to  the  Office-Bcarers,  the  Society  adjourned  to 
the  commencement  of  the  next  Winter  Session. 
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Annitebsary  Meeting,  30th  November  1859. 
FRANCIS  ABBOTT,  Esq.,  in  the  Chair. 

The  meeting  was  the  first  held  in  the  New  Booms  of  the  Society, 
Boyal  Institution,  the  arrangement  of  which  is  now  so  near  completion 
that  the  opening  of  the  Museum  to  the  puhlic  may  be  confidently  ex- 
pected in  a  very  short  time. 

The  Office-bearers  of  the  Society  for  the  Session  were  elected  as 
follows : — 

Patron, 

HER  MAJESTY  THE  QUEEN. 

President. 
The  Most  Hon.  THE  MARQUESS  OF  BREADALBANE,  K.T. 

Vice-Presidents, 

The  Hon.  Lord  NKAVKa 
Professor  J.  Y.  Simpson. 
David  Lainq,  Esq. 
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Major  William  E.  Hat,  H.E.I.C.B. 

Oeohos  C.  AnoDtUNoT,  of  Mavisbanit,  Esq.,  Edinburgh. 

Jaubh  Hay  Cualuebh.  Esq.,  Ar)vocnt«,  AbcKleen. 


The  Society  has  lost  by  death  i. 
inniverBary  meeting : — 


I  following  Members  Eince 


Maaheri  deceaied.  i 

The  Rov.  Thouas  Bucuahan,  D.D.,  MiniBtei'  af  McthTsn,  , 
JoiTN  YouNO  Caw,  Esq.,  Fountain  Viila,  Munchester. 
The  Rev.  John  Claiik,  A.M.,  Miniator  of  the  Old  Church, 

Edinburgh,  ....... 

JanN  DrNNiNO,  Eaq..  of  HaviiibaBh,  LuBBvndo. 

KoBBBT  Fbazkb,  Esq.,  Curator  of  the  Society's  Miisoani, 

William  Eenrv  Lizabs,  Eeq.,  EngrnTer,     . 

JoSK  Mackiklay,   Esq.,  former! 7  Collector  of  tho  Cnatoma, 

and  a  "  Corresponding  Member  "  in  tho  year  1880, 
The  Hon,  Sir  John  Abl^uibai-d  Murray,  Bart.,  of  Henderlnnil 

(Lord   Mubbay),  ono  of  tho   Sanators  of  the  College   of 

jnelicfl,        ....... 

Sir  Jauss  Rau^av  of  BamfT,  Bart.,   .... 

The  Bev.  Jonathan  Butclipfk,  Ashton-undcr-Ljnfl, 


CoBMO  Ikkes,  Esq.,  the  retirJDg  Vice-FreeideDt,  made  some  remarks 
upon  The  Eablt  Geoohaphy  op  Scotland,  to  which  his  attention  bad 
been  epecially  called  in  preparing  a  forthcoming  work  for  tbe  presB. 
Mr  Innea  bad  been  engaged  in  an  attempt  to  conatruct  a  map  of  Scot- 
land of  the  tenth  century,  and  described  the  difBcuIties  which  he  hail 
experienced,  owing  to  the  paucity  of  reliable  mnteriala,  the  great  mystery 
in  which  the  duration  and  extent  of  the  Pictisli  kingdom  was  wrapped, 
the  doubtful  character  of  contemporary  records,  and  the  opinionative 
and  prejudiced  aaanrnptions  of  the  more  moilcrn  chroniclers. 

In  concluding  his  address,  Mr  Innee  said  ho  must  congratulate  the 
Society,  on  thia  their  annual  meeting  on  St  Andrew's  Day,  on  the  im- 
proved  state  of  their  affairs ;  on  this  convenient  and  comfortable  place 
of  meeting  which  they  had  obtained  ;  on  the  spacious  halls  in  which 
they  now  displayed  their  collection  of  antiquities;  on  the  favourable 
and  wise  view  which  Government  hod  announced  on  the  matter  of 
"  Treasure -Trove  ;''  and  on  their  nrrangemeots  with  the  Treasury,  which 
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til  row  open  tlieir  income  for  the  proper  purposes  of  the  Society.  All 
tlu^Ho  vfv.m  nmttors  of  hearty  congratulation,  but  he  should  rather  oon- 
HidiT  t  hfiu  us  motives  and  incentives  to  ftesh  exertions.  The  field  of 
oiir  national  antiquities  was  a  very  wide  one,  and  many  departments  of 
it  wore  Htill  uncultivated.  He  would  not  wish  it  to  be  thought  that  herSi 
or  ill  any  worthy  pursuit  whatever,  those  interested  did  their  part  by  a 
lut're  oxpresHiou  of  good  wishes,  and  he  was  quite  sure  that  every  member 
of  tlio  Society  could,  in  some  way  or  other,  further  its  objects,  and  so,  in 
his  view,  benefit  the  country.  Those  members  desirous  of  making  them- 
solvoH  usofnl,  either  by  personal  labour,  by  influence,  or  by  adding  to  the 
muHtMim,  by  excavating  or  examining  old  monuments,  by  comparison  or 
drawings  of  nnoiont  architecture — ^in  short,  in  any  way — and  who  doubted 
as  to  tho  itrojH^r  manner  of  making  their  efforts  available,  let  them  take 
i\\o  advice  of  the  Council.  It  was  for  such  a  purpose,  indeed,  among 
otliorn  that  tho  Council  was  appointed. 

Aftor  votes  of  thanks  to  Mr  Innes  and  Mr  Abbott,  the  meeting 
adjourmnl. 


Fin^AT,  S3J  Dtctmber  18o9. 

A  S(Voial  Mooting  and  Convorsazione  of  the  Society  was  held,  at  eight 
oVKvk«  r.M.,  iu  tho  Hall  of  tho  Koyal  Society,  the  use  of  which  was 
kiiuUv  granunl  by  I  ho  OounoiL 

TwK  IKvw  LORP  SEAVES.  Vivv-President,  in  the  Chair. 

Hi*  Loivkhit^  Wfv^rv  p^x^>^l:r.^  to  deliver  the  Opening  Address, 
lhai\kov)  tho  lA^v^*  aiv.iouoo  of  1*.::^$  Ari  gontlecien.  in  name  of  the 
isviolv,  for  iho  hor,v*ttrof  :hc:r  ;rvst::.v  a:  ihis  :be  opening  of  their 
NoMK  K%v:u*.  *u,l  o\v:v«s^\i  a  *"  vc  /:  '.:  :':.:;.  -^ij:':::  Lave  the  pktfore 
xMf  ;i^<ai*.x  uuv t  \ x\^  or.  ru *r  \  : ;; :  v.  r^*  xX .  .i> . . .  > . 

Ivtxi  Ni(.oi»  5>,oK  >5oI;^cr.v.  ::c  :  1  :»::  f  Opening  Atf 
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ARCHEOLOGY,  ITS  AIMS  AND  USES. 

In  a  comedy  which  waa  very  popular  half  a  century  ago,  one  of  the 
principal  characters  is  made  to  Boy,  "7  love  everything  that's  old — old 
friends,  old  times,  old  manners,  old  books,  old  vrine ;  and  I  believe, 
Dorothy,"  he  adds,  Bomowhat  unceremoniously,  "  you'll  own  I  have  been 
pretty  fond  of  an  old  wife."  To  which  compliment  the  lady  replies, 
"  Lord,  Mr  Hardcastle,  you're  for  ever  at  your  Dorothys  and  your  old 
wives." 

Now,  without  professing  the  eame  love  for  antiquity  in  the  fair  sex,  if 
there  be  Buch  a  thing  as  antiquity  there,  I  would  say  that  antiquariea 
are,  in  a  general  way,  liie  Mr  Hardcastle — they  love  everything  tlial's  old ; 
old  friends  and  old  wine,  of  course ;  but  more  particularly  old  times,  old 
manuera,  and  old  books. 

It  ia  one  object  of  my  present  remarks  to  give  some  reasons  for  this 
love  of  antiquity,  and,  if  possible,  to  inoculate  with  the  taste  any  of  thoee 
present  who  are  not  already  smitten  with  tbe  infection. 

Whenever  men  have  become  able  to  provide  for  the  wants  of  the  pre- 
sent, they  begin  immediately  to  look  out  for  remote  objects  of  interest. 
Some  direct  their  view  to  things  that  are  distant  in  place.  They  become 
touridte,  travellers,  miBsionaries;  they  cross  seas,  theyclimh  mountains,  they 
traverse  deserts ;  and  think  nothing  of  any  danger  or  difficulty  that  may 
accompany  their  search  for  what  is  new  and  strange.  Others,  again,  who 
do  not  stir  from  home,  find  employment  for  their  energies  in  expatiating 
through  the  regions  of  futurity.  They  speculate  and  conjecture  ae  to 
events  still  unborn.  Perhaps  they  take  to  prophesying,  or  expounding 
prophecy,  and  are  never  weary  of  anticipating  the  Millennium,  or  the 
Coming  Tribulation,  or  some  other  great  uncertainty,  whether  painful  or 
pleasant.  I  do  not  myself  think  it  profitable  or  important  to  indulge  in 
predictions  as  to  the  end  of  the  world  ;  for  this  I  know,  that  to  each  of 
us  individually  the  end  of  the  world  mtist  come  in  a  few  years,  and  mat/ 
come  in  a  moment.  Of  those,  therefore,  who  deal  in  prospective  views 
of  things,  I  prefer  the  excellent  and  philanthropic  class  of  persons  who 
have  an  eye  to  the  future  improvement  of  the  human  race,  and  who 
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Heek,  liie  old  men  planting  trees,  to  lay  the  foundation  of  social  bleBBinge 
wliicli  tliey  tliemaelvcB  may  never  enjoy,  but  which  may  come  to  maturity 
for  the  use  of  distant  generations.  All  men,  however,  have  not  this 
beneficent  tendency ;  and  even  of  those  who  look  forward  to  future  pro- 
gress, there  will  be  many  that  love  to  look  back  u[>on  the  records  of  the 
paet.  Indeed,  wise  men  will  endeavour,  like  the  image  of  Janus,  to  look 
both  ways,  and  will  search  the  past  in  order  that  it  may  supply  them  with 
leesoDB  for  the  future. 

The  review  of  bygone  times  has  tUia  recommendation,  that  it  preaente 
Tia  with  something  fixed  and  certain,  on  which  the  mind  can  rest  witli 
confidence  and  satisfaction.  In  the  obscurity  of  antiquity,  indeed,  there 
is  abundant  room  for  doubt  and  conjecture,  but  there  is  much  also  that 
is  clear  and  prominent.  In  the  words  of  the  poet,  if  we  may  say  it  without 
irreverence, — 

18  power, 

The  nndoubted  facts  in  human  hiittory  which  the  past  presents  to  us, 
are  the  natural  foundation  of  all  our  aoHd  knowledge  as  to  man's  true 
character  and  tendency.  It  is  by  the  atudy  of  the  paet  that  the  passions 
and  propensities  of  men  in  all  time  can  he  test  learned  and  illustrated. 

History  has  for  its  ofQce  the  ascertainment,  narration,  and  philosopLy 
of  past  events.  The  antiquary's  business  rather  is  with  the  customs  and 
manners,  the  opinions  and  usages,  and  the  physical  monumente  and 
momoriala  of  former  ages.  It  must  at  once  be  seen  how  wide  and  how 
rich  a  field  is  thus  opened  to  our  contemplation.  Without  attempting 
to  ascend  into  the  region  of  palujonfology,  which  aspires  to  investigate 
the  history  of  the  globe  anterior  to  and  apart  from  the  existence  of  man, 
antiquities  properly  so  called,  and  confined  to  objects  of  Luman  interest, 
embrace  a  range  of  subjects  of  the  most  comprehensive  and  alluring 
kind. 

Egypt,  Assyria,  India,  Greece,  Asia  Minor,  Rome,  Etruria,  France, 
Germany,  Spain,  Scandinavia,  England,  Wales,  Scotland,  and  Ireland, 
without  including  Central  America  or  more  barbarous  countries, — these 
are  surely  ample  and  interesting  domains  for  antiquarian  curiosity  to 
range  over.  Nor  are  the  kinds  of  subjects  involved  in  the  study  lees 
various  than  the  scenes  over  which  its  investigations  extend.     Aichltec- 
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ture,  art  in  all  its  departmeuts,  im piemen te,  anus,  fumiturej  dress,  coine 
and  medals,  monumeiita  and  inscriptioDs,  language  and  letters,  aepnl- 
uhrea  in  all  their  varieties,  customs  and  ueagea,  laws  atid  religion, — tluB 
wide  and  multifarious  reach  of  inquiry  is  sufficient  to  occupy  the  most 
ardent  sjid  industrious,  and  to  supply  a  diversity  of  choice  to  minds  of 
the  most  different  tastes.  It  cannot  be  expected  that  any  one  will  be 
able  to  embtace  them  all,  but  there  is  no  one  that  will  not  £ud  among 
them  some  congenial  topic. 

Antiquarian  studies  may  be  prosecuted  in  various  ways :  as  a  more 
amusenient  or  pastime ;  as  a  gratiticatloa  to  the  tasto  and  imagination  ; 
or  as  a  pbilosopliical  science  for  the  ascertainment  of  important  truth. 
In  all  of  these  views  they  are  a  valuable  resource.  They  abound  with 
topics  full  of  curiosity  and  entertainment.  They  reveal,  particularly  in 
the  departments  of  architecture  and  tJie  other  arts,  a  rich  store  of  objects 
and  ideas  replete  with  beauty  and  grandeur;  and  tbey  afford  important 
illustrations  for  the  study  of  history — particularly  its  most  important 
branch,  the  history  of  civilisation. 

As  to  the  attractions  of  the  subject,  it  must  be  acknowledged  that  the 
past,  in  general,  is  more  picturesque  than  the  present.  There  are  several 
ways  of  accounting  for  this  fact.  Things  of  antiquity  are,  in  our  minds, 
further  dissevered  from  purposes  of  common  use  than  those  with  which 
we  are  daily  in  contact ;  and  familiarity,  if  it  does  not  breed  contempt, 
tends  at  least  to  deaden  admiration.  The  lapse  of  time,  again,  serves  to 
weed  or  winnow  the  productions  of  ancient  days,  till  only  the  best  of 
them  are  left  for  us  to  contemplate.  There  might  be  bad  poetry  iu 
Homer's  time  as  well  as  good,  but  it  could  not  have  vitality  to  float  down 
the  stream  of  tradition  like  those  immortal  works  which  derive  their  test 
of  value  not  from  their  more  antiquity,  but  because  they  have  been  em- 
balmed in  men's  memories  and  affections,  and  handed  down  from  one 
delighted  generation  to  another  for  so  many  ages.  So  also  of  other  things ; 
common  works  of  art  are  left  to  perish  unheeded ;  and  only  those  objects 
are  preser^'cd  which,  from  some  peculiar  beauty  or  interest,  ore  thought 
•  worth  preserving.  But,  further,  I  believe  there  existed  iu  former  times 
a  greater  disposition  than  there  is  now  to  add  the  element  of  beauty  to 
any  object  of  art  that  was  intended  to  last.  The  love  of  elegance  or 
ornament  is  a  strong  and  deep  feeling  in  every  etage  of  society ;  and 
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wbviwwr  woikmansbip  hu  madt  progren,  tlie  worlmaii,  following  the 
ttalitral  bwnt  of  bia  taste,  will  trj  to  make  hia  prodactiotu  pleasing  in  kii 
uoit  -li^hl  and  thst  of  othere,  b;  giving  them  all  (he  gnee  which  faii 
kjiill  (>ui  b>,vtuw.  Great  woila  in  those  dap  were  free-will  offeringa  thai 
•|<(«iiK  ftuui  high  emotions,  and  sougfat  an  adequate  outward  expceanm 
iif  th«  inward  foeltng.  A  temple  or  chaich  wm  the  epontaneons  work  of 
•MJiuii  ardvul  worahipper,  actuated  often  by  geanine  piety,  bnt  alwsjs  at 
luual  hy  a  pions  error  or  mpentttioD,  and  it  conld  not  at  all  eeiro  iti 
|i>ii]>oii«  if  not  made  as  noble  and  aa  beantifnl  as  its  character  allowed, 
*  liUu  tiiu  artist  emplo^d  to  entbodj  the  fonnder'e  design  conid  only  be 
■iuix>eiu>rul  by  eynpalhiaing  with  his  wishes,  and  even  snrpaasing  them. 
An  vldoatbedral,  or  a  humbler  parish  cbnrch,  built  undeTsncli  inflnenoea^ 
luual  bav»  presented  a  very  different  aspect,  as  it  had  indeed  a  rery  dif- 
fetvul  origin,  from  a  modera  ecclesiastical  edifice,  erected  perhaps  on  a 
ifwciiti  of  Rpectilation,  or  from  the  langniahing  coUections  of  a  Inkewann 
•uWriptioD,  or  by  a  contract  with  the  lowest  bidder  for  satisfying  thu 
i^iuit*'iiiiint«  of  taw  nnder  a  decree  against  a  body  of  unwilling  hentore. 
)tt  (ha  aamo  way  paiotiog,  Bcnlptnn^  caning,  and  other  means  of  em- 
bullUbiDDiit  were  practised,  as  they  ongfat  to  be,  not  as  trades,  but  as  arte, 
lu  wblfb  tbo  attainmentof  beauty  of  the  highest  kind  was  the  great  aim 
Wilt  iif  (ho  artist  and  of  bia  employer, 

111  n  moro  scientific  aspect,  the  great  object  at  antiquarian  leseaich  ia 
iMlnniiliin  ; — to  be  able,  it  may  be,  from  a  few  sc«ttered  and  imperfect 
tiUiU,  til  cull  up  again  the  entire  image  and  impreee  of  the  forgotten  past 
pmiii  liltli*  more  sometimes  than  a  foesil  toe  or  tooth,  the  great  osteolo- 
mUU  Ikivo  given  us  the  whole  anatomy  of  cieAtnres  that  trod  the  earth 
itiiiliv  (lioiiRanil  years  ago,  and  the  antiqoaryV  object  is  of  a  simDor  kind. 
A  iii>Iili'  anil  remarkable  example  of  thie  species  of  effort  ie  now  in  pro- 
gi(iAn  UK  U)  tli(»  antiquities  of  Ungnagc,  in  the  attempt  to  constnict,  on 
•il^nltfli'  priiieijilea,  from  the  cognate  words  used  by  many  different  na- 
llttlts,  a  voauhutary  of  those  forms  of  speech  which  mtut  have  prevnilnl 
th  tlic  nrlgiiial  dialect  of  their  commaa  ancestors ;  and  this  for  the  jmt- 
iiiwe  iii'l^  nii^Oy  of  gratifying  cnnoaily,  but  of  JeterminiDg  ^i  ' 

\m\  hni'ii  innilo  in  the  utaot^^^a^^^c  dmlnfinn 
l.lcfls  and  aofial  roUtJoi 
(oUuUf**  mlunioa  o 
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Lnnguage,  thua  considered,  is  one  of  the  most  enduring  monuments, 
and  one  of  the  most  valmible  aids  towards  attainiug  a  knowletlge  of  the 
prehistoric  periods  of  antii^uity.  But  it  is  not  the  only  source  from 
which  such  knowledge  can  be  derived.  We  have  around  us  on  every 
side,  even  at  our  own  door,  remains  of  different  kinds,  which  give  na 
glimpses  of  an  early  past,  long  anterior  to  the  records  of  native  history. 
ImplemeutB,  weapons,  monuments,  inscriptions,  are  of  freijuent  occur- 
rence, which  belong  to  this  claas  of  remains,  and  which  ,bs  yet  are  but 
imperfectly  understood.  Time  and  perseverance,  however,  may  be  ex- 
pected to  do  much  ;  and  lights  may  be  derived  from  other  lands,  of 
which  ns  yet  we  have  but  a  vague  idea. 

The  wonderful  manner  in  which,  in  our  own  day,  the  antiquities  of 
Egypt,  and  even  of  Assyria,  have  been  explained  or  revealed,  exhibits 
on  interesting  and  encouraging  example  of  that  restoraliou  of  antiquity 
to  which  I  have  referred.  i!tit  the  same  object  has  long  been  songbt 
after  by  all  students  of  antiquity.  The  classical  scholars  of  every  age 
have  been  aiming,  by  the  minute  examination  of  books  and  monuments, 
to  bring  to  light  every  possible  trait  of  Greek  an  J  Roman  manoers  which 
could  in  any  way  be  collected  ;  and  this  great  task  is  oven  now  in  active 
progress.  With  mony  people,  perhaps,  the  antiquities  of  their  own 
country  are  tho  most  natural  and  ready  objects  of  attention ;  but  this 
pTfDciple  should  never  be  forgotten,  that  the  antiquities  of  any  one 
country  cannot  be  well  understood  without  knowing  those  of  many  others. 
Things  that  appear  strange  and  unusual  to  us  at  first  sight,  are  found  to 
be  common  and  intelligible  when  we  enlarge  the  sphere  of  our  observa- 
tion ;  and  tho  more  widely  wo  do  bo,  the  better  wc  shall  understand  the 
antiquities  of  any  individual  people. 

The  prehistoric  period  of  antiquity  is  calculated  to  excite  a  more  spe- 
culative and  philosophical  interest.  The  period  that  lies  within  tho 
range  of  historical  record  has  a  more  special  anil  a  more  individual 
attraction.  The  footing  on  which  we  then  come  to  stand  is  more  solid 
and  sure.  We  have  now  not  only  fossil  remains,  scattered  traditions, 
and  pictorial  monuments  to  guide  us,  but  we  have  written  records  which 
require  to  be  studieil  with  the  utmost  care  and  judgment,  The  indus- 
trious antiquary  will  wnde  through  the  ruoHt  vuluniinous  writings  of  all 
kinds  to  gather  evidence  of  the  fads  which  he  wiahos  to  bring  to  ligbl. 
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All  records  of  events,  whether  public  or  private,  may  contribute  their 
share  of  knowledge.  Ad  eminent  antiquary  told  me  that  he  had  read 
tlirough  the  whole  Greek  and  Roman  fathers,  for  the  purpose  of  noting 
what  they  had  ttaid  as  to  the  contemporary  euperstitiona  of  pagauism 
tvith  which  they  had  to  contend.  Ancient  laws,  cliarters,  and  isscrip- 
tions,  and  in  later  times  letters,  diaries,  account -books,  will  in  tike 
manner  re<iuire  to  be  sifted  and  considered,  not  merely  for  the  direct 
information  which  they  give,  hut  for  the  indication  which  they  indirectly 
afford  of  the  state  of  manners  and  society  at  the  periods  to  which  they 
relate.  In  the  prosecution  of  these  inquiries,  not  only  great  industry 
and  sagacity  are  required,  but  here  also  lights  must  be  borrowed  from 
distant  sources.  For  instance,  the  paganism  of  our  Anglo-Saxon  an- 
cestors would  be  very  little  understood  if  we  were  to  look  for  it  only  iu 
Anglo-Saxon  literature  and  traditions.  Our  English  ancestors  were 
converted  about  the  end  of  tho  sixth  century,  and  tlioso  who  converted 
them  Beera  to  have  been  anxious  to  destroy  every  trace  of  their  previous 
paganism,  whether  in  their  poetry  or  in  their  other  records.  Something 
of  the  same  kind  happened  at  a  later  period  in  Germany  ;  hut  the  con- 
version of  Scandinavia  was  postponed  till  the  tenth  and  eleventh  cen- 
turies, and  some  even  of  the  Christian  priests  in  Iceland  took  pains  to 
preserve  the  heathen  poems  which  bad  been  popular  in  the  nation.  Thu 
Scandinavian  paganism  is  thus  better  understood  than  either  the  Anglo- 
Saxon  or  German ;  but  as  all  these  northern  nations  were  of  kindred 
blood,  the  Norse  traditions  thus  preserved  come  to  be  an  invaluable  key 
to  the  obscure  traces  and  dark  hints  which  remain  imbedded  iu  the 
literature  of  other  tribes  who  were  earlier  converted.  The  benefit  of  a 
comparative  view  of  the  antiquities  of  different  nations  does  not  stop 
here.  Man  in  all  countries  has  a  resemblance  to  himself,  and  there  is  a 
still  closer  afSnity  between  the  manners  and  customs  of  those  nations 
who  are  known  to  have  sprung  from  a  common  stock.  Not  only  all  the 
German  tribes  may  be  said  to  have  hod  the  satne  language,  religion, 
laws,  and  usages ;  but  the  circle  embraces  a  still  wider  variety,  and, 
with  certain  modiScations,  includes  almost  all  the  nations  between  India 
and  Iceland.  In  this  way  it  is  that  what  seems  a  riddle  in  one  country 
finds  often  its  solution  in  another ;  and  lliat  a  fragment  of  truth,  unin- 
telligible in  the  district  in  which  it  is  met  with,  is  seen  to  correspond  or 
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harmouise  with  some  i 

are  fouud  to  explain  e 

I  may  best  follow  u 

the  Society's  Museum  ; 


!t  fragment  discovered  elsewhere,  ao  that  both 

illustrate  each  other. 

leso  general  remarks  hy  giving  some  account  of 

ind  which,  according  to  the  orraogements  with 
Government,  remains  permanently  under  the  custody  of  our  Society.  I 
cannot,  however,  proceed  to  do  bo  without  mentioning  the  deht  of  grati- 
tude which  we  owe  to  her  Majesty's  Government  for  the  munificent 
manner  in  which  they  have  supplied  us  with  accommodation  in  this 
building,  and  have  also  contributed  to  maintain  the  staff  necessary  for 
carrying  out  the  Society's  objects.  Their  liberality  in  this  respect,  as 
well  as  the  liberality  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  to  whom  the  detail  of 
the  arrangements  was  committed,  certainly  lays  upon  us  an  obligation  to 
take  care  that  everything  is  done  on  our  part  which  can  promote  the 
difiusion  and  improvement  of  Antiquarian  Science. 

Out  Museum,  I  ought  to  premise,  must  not  lie  considered  as  having  at 
all  attained  its  full  growth  or  development,  but  merely,  at  least  in  s 
depurtments,  as  showing  a  good  beginning,  and,  as  it  wer 
to  which  subsequent  additions  of  value  may  be  gradually,  and,  I  hope, 
speedily  attracted. 

The  objects  contained  in  it  are  classified  under  diEferent  heads,  the  first 
of  which  has  been  denominated  Celtic,  and  embraces  what  are  called  the 
Stone  and  Bronze  periods ;  but  it  must  be  observed  that  these  i 
have  reference  to  theories  which  cannot  be  said  to  bo  very  clearly  estab- 
lished.  There  JB  reason  to  believe,  if  it  is  not  absolutely  certain,  that  the 
Celts  were  not  the  earliest  immigrants  into  Britain  or  Western  Europe, 
bnt  that  there  must  have  existed  here  a  more  primitive  race  of  inhiibi- 
tants,  belonging  probably  to  a  feebler  type  of  character,  and  certainly  to 
a  lower  stage  of  civilisation.  Until  within  a  few  years,  the  affinities  of 
the  Celtic  races  were  ill  understood,  and  there  was  a  tendency  to  refer 
them  mainly  to  a  Semitic  origin.  This  bos  been  proved  to  be  a  mistake ; 
ttnd  it  is  acknowledged  that  the  Cells  have  the  same  lineage,  and  radi- 
cally the  some  language,  as  the  Indo-European,  or,  as  they  are  now  rather 
called,  the  Aryan  tribes  generally.  The  term  Celtic,  therefore,  is  not 
well  sidapted  to  designate  the  primitive  inhabitants  of  this  part  of  the 
world. 

It  seems  to  he  well  made  out  that  ancient  relics  of  a  remote  period  are 
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of  KUmicbael  GlaBsne.  We  have  John  Knox's  pulpit  from  8t  Giles's 
Clmrch ;  and  wo  Lave  what  tradition  lias  culled  Jenny  Geddes'  Stool, 
wliicli  she  hurled  nt  the  Dean  of  St  Giles',  on  bis  trying  to  read  tlie 
Sfirvice-Book ;  hut  as  to  which  it  is  but  fair  to  say  that,  by  another 
report,  the  lady  is  roprescnted  to  have  latterly  become  somewhat  of  a 
malignant,  and  to  have  burnt  ber  stool  out  of  joy  at  Charles  the  Second's 
Beatoratiou,  We  have  C()pie9  of  the  Covenant  signed  by  Montrose  when 
he  began  his  career  as  a  Covenaiiter;  and  a  copy  of  the  Solemn  League 
and  Covenaut,  with  the  snbecriptiou  of  Archbishop  Leighton  ;  and  we 
have  one  of  the  banners  of  the  Covenant  borne  by  the  Covenanters  at 
the  hattle  of  Botbwell  Brig.  We  have  the  Blue  Rihl«n  worn  by  Prince 
Charles  as  a  Knight  of  the  Garter  when  in  Scotland  in  1745;  and  we 
have  a  Ring  given  to  him  hy  Flora  Macdonald  at  parting  with  her. 

It  is  difficult  often  to  tell  at  what  date  a  thing  is  old  enough  to  be- 
come an  antiquity;  but  whenever  its  original  use  is  gone,  it  eeems 
entitled  to  that  name,  if  it  possesses  any  permanent  interest.  Thus,  the 
Cap  worn  by  Sir  Walter  Scott  as  a  yeoman,  and  his  Study-chair,  may 
well  rank  among  our  list  of  antiquities ;  and  we  shall  he  extremely  glad 
to  receive  any  relics  equally  interesting  of  any  man  half  as  great. 

I  wish  we  bad  a  somewhat  better  collection  of  old  Scottish  dresses  than 
we  can  boast  of.  It  is  interesting  to  witness  the  changes  of  manners 
implied  in  changes  of  costume,  and  to  see  the  cycles  in  which  old  fashions 
come  round  again.  Ladies'  garments,  of  course,  would  in  this  respect 
present  a  peculiar  interest.  How  they  dressed  in  the  Stone  or  Bronze 
period  I  do  not  pretend  to  know,  if  indeed  they  dressed  then  at  all.  But 
we  see  how  elaborate  a  thing  female  attire  afterwards  became ;  and 
female  ornaments  aro  well  known,  of  a  very  ancient  date,  of  the  richest 
taste  and  material.  Without  wishing  to  be  encumbered  with  large 
wardrobes,  it  would  be  curious  to  have  a  graduated  scale  of  the  dimen- 
sions of  lailies'  dresses  in  different  times,  particularly  in  point  of  width, 
so  as  to  see  how  they  have  alternately  spread  out  and  collapsed  again, 
and  to  mark  how  far  the  ancient  aud  modern  system  of  circumval- 
lation  agree  and  differ,  in  effecting  their  common  object  of  keeping  the 
male  sex  at  a  respectful  distance.  A  set  of  ladies'  head-dresses  and 
slippers  also  would  be  instructive ;  and  one  would  give  a  good  deal  for 
an  authentic  pair  of  green  silk  stockings,  particularly  with  holes  in  the 
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Bach  OH  were  worn  long  ago  by  elder  siBtere  at  the  marriage  of  their 
juniors,  when  it  waa  considered  necessary  tbat  tliey  eliould  dance  them 
out  if  they  wished  to  be  married  t.hemselvea.  Wo  cannot  expect  families 
to  part  with  such  things  when  they  are  cherished  heirlooms;  but  if  any 
of  our  friends  have  duplicates  that  they  can  spare,  or  if  they  have  not 
enough  to  make  a  respectable  coUectioD  of  their  own,  they  cannot  do 
better  than  send  their  treoBures  to  ue,  Seriously  speaking,  I  would  press 
it  upon  my  hearers  generally,  that  insulated  relics  are  never  so  interest- 
ing or  instructive  as  those  which  are  assembled  in  a  place  where  we  can 
eee  their  connection,  or  contrast  with  many  other  specimens, 

I  shall  not  here  dilate  on  any  of  our  other  possessions.  I  believe  that, 
in  some  departments,  our  assemblage  of  coins  is  pretty  complete ;  while 
that  of  medals  is  making  progress.  I  need  not  tell  my  bearers  the  value 
or  importance  of  this  species  of  antiquities,  by  which,  in  a  narrow  com- 
pass and  in  a  portable  shape,  monarchs  and  great  men  of  old  were  able 
to  multiply  the  records  of  their  power  and  achievements  in  a  way  which 
approached  the  effect  of  printing,  and  was  calculated  to  outlive,  by  its 
inherent  vitality,  memorials  and  monuments  of  a  much  more  bulky  size. 
In  these  coins  and  medals  we  have  a  range  of  picture-galleries,  not  only 
of  men's  faces,  but  of  the  architecture,  the  armour,  the  fashions,  and  the 
ideas  of  the  times.  And  it  is  curious  to  see,  what,  I  think,  was  first 
remarked  hy  Addison,  how  tho  ancients  delighted  to  represent  those 
objects  in  the  baser  materials,  as  less  likely,  from  any  avaricious  motive, 
to  be  appropriated  to  ordinary  uses,  in  reference  to  their  metallic  value. 

I  cannot  here  omit  to  notice  the  addition  that  has  been  made  to  our 
Egyptian  antiquities  by  the  valuable  relics  from  Thebes,  recently  contri- 
buted by  Mr  Ehind,  and  which  were  dug  out  under  bis  personal  super- 
intendence, during  a  residence  of  two  winters  in  the  country.  This  con- 
tribution is  of  much  intrinsic  value,  containing  not  merely  objects  of 
curiosity  common  in  such  collections,  hut  also  some  rarer  relics,  such  as 
two  bilingual  papyri  found  on  a  mummy's  breast,  and  other  writings, 
which  are  regarded  with  much  interest  by  those  best  acquainted  with  tho 
subject.  But  this  munificent  gift  is  not  the  only  obligation  which  we  owe 
to  Mr  Ehind,  who  has  given  us,  in  the  general  arrangement  of  the  Museum, 
the  useful  aid  of  his  personal  advice  and  assistance,  and  of  the  experience 
he  has  derived  from  an  acquaintance  with  the  best  museums  in  Europe. 
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I  here  glanced  thus  hastily  at  the  general  natoie  of  our  Muaautti,  and 
wish  only  that  joa  had  the  benefit  of  some  of  our  regular  antiqiuuiea  to 
explain  its  details.  Bat  I  woidd  further  tell  joa  that  the  atady  of  anti- 
qoities  is  not  altogether  dependent  on  mnaenma.  Tlie  aeienee  oaii  be 
carried  abont  with  yon  into  almoat  aO  atndieB  and  ponmita.  Booka  eien 
of  a  Tery  ordinary  kind  supply  ample  topics  of  antiqiiarian  interaat.  Ton 
cannot  read  a  page  of  Shakespeare,  or  scarcely  even  of  P<^  or  Addiaon, 
and  very  few  of  Sir  Walter  Scott,  without  stmnbling  upon  lefeienoea  and 
allosions  to  antiquarian  subjects.  The  language  of  the  common  pecqple 
is  almost  always  full  of  expressions  that  saTour  of  antiquity ;  and  there 
is  scarcely  a  part  of  the  countiy,  whether  urban  or  rural,  in  which  anti- 
quarian objects  are  not  to  be  found.  Some  old  church  or  house,  some 
monumental  stone,  some  remains  of  a  Boman  camp,  or  of  an  earlier 
tumulus,  will  generally  be  found  within  a  short  distance  of  your  homes, 
which  may  excite  interest  and  furnish  infonnation.  It  is  not  eveiy  one 
who  is  supplied  with  the  same  useful  guide  as  the  celelnrated  Italian 
antiquary  Fabretti,  who  possessed  an  iuTaluable  horse  that  would  never 
pass  an  antiquarian  monument,  however  hid  or  disguised,  but  made  a 
regular  point  at  it  like  a  dog,  to  attract  his  master's  attention.  But  a 
glance  at  some  of  the  best  books  on  our  antiquities,  including  Daniel  Wil- 
son's **  Prehistoric  Annals,"  or  our  Secretary,  Mr  Stuart's,  "  Sculptured 
Stones  of  Scotland,"  or  at  the  ''  Statistical  Account "  itself,  may  give  us 
some  directions  what  to  do,  and  awaken  an  interest  which  will  continue  to 
grow  in  proportion  as  it  is  gratified.  Those  who  may  not  be  so  fortunate 
as  to  discover  new  remains,  may  at  least  endeavour  to  preserve  existing 
monuments  in  their  neighbourhood  from  being  farther  destroyed  or  de- 
faced. History,  also,  whether  of  our  own  country  or  that  of  others,  par- 
ticularly if  it  runs  back  a  century  or  two,  will  derive  additional  clearness 
and  liveliness  from  the  visible  realities  which  antiquarian  researches 
furnish  for  its  illustration ;  and  altogether,  if  we  consent  fairly  to  make  a 
trial  of  the  subject,  we  shall  say  of  this  science  what  Milton  said  of 
deeper  studies,  that  it  is — 

"Not  hareh  and  crabbed,  as  dnll  L^oh  5Tipi>oso. 
But  musical  as  is  AiK»llo'b  lute 
And  a  per]>ctual  feutt  of  nectar  1  twctts/' 

I  have  more  than  once  alluded  to  iLu  subject  of  sepultures,  which  tf 
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full  of  peculiar  curiosity  and  interest,  and  of  which  the  study  even  now 
is  only  beginning  to  assume  a  consistent  shape.  The  manner  in  which, 
in  different  ages  and  countries,  men  have  disposed  of  their  dead,  gives  us 
a  key  to  some  of  the  deepest  and  strongest  feelings  of  our  nature,  as  well 
as  an  indication  of  those  sublime  beliefs  and  speculations  with  which 
they  have  ever  surrounded  a  future  state  of  existence.  Whether  the 
bodies  of  the  dead,  as  in  ancient  and  again  in  Christian  times,  have  been 
committed  to  the  dust  from  which  they  sprung,  or  whether,  as  in  most 
pagan  countries,  the  element  of  fire  has  been  called  into  operation,  and 
the  more  combustible  portion  of  our  frame  dispersed  to  the  winds,  while 
only  a  few  bones,  or  a  handful  of  ashes,  are  collected  as  an  enduring 
memorial;  we  equally  see  a  human  sympathy  surviving  death,  and  a 
manifest  desire  to  consult  the  supposed  wishes  and  feelings  of  the 
departed.  The  tombs  lately  opened  in  the  Crimea,  and  which  are  partly 
Greek,  and  partly,  perhaps,  Gothic,  show  strata  of  dead  men  provided 
even  in  the  grave  with  something  to  help  and  cheer  them  in  their  journey 
through  the  valley  of  the  shadow  of  death — a  few  walnuts  in  their  hand, 
or  a  measure  of  wine  by  their  side ;  and  in  almost  all  early  tombs  we  find 
the  skeleton  or  ashes  accompanied  by  the  weapons,  and  sometimes  even 
by  the  remains  of  the  living  creatures,  which  were  objects  of  love  to  the 
ileceased  in  his  lifetime.  Far  down  into  the  period  of  Christian  history, 
it  was  not  unusual  to  slaughter  and  bury  the  warrior's  horse  at  the  grave 
of  his  master;  and,  at  an  earlier  period,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that 
favourite  horses,  hounds,  and  hawks,  and  even  slaves,  were  doomed  to 
accompany  their  owner  in  death.  There  is  supposed  to  be  evidence  that 
among  our  own  heathen  ancestors,  or  at  least  in  nations  nearly  allied  to- 
them,  the  Indian  practice  of  Suttee  at  one  time  prevailed,  though  I 
would  fain  believe  that,  even  in  pagan  times,  the  dignity  and  indepen- 
dence of  the  female  character,  as  developed  in  the  Teutonic  nations,  must 
soon  have  tended  to  limit,  and  at  last  to  abolish,  that  usage. 

The  tombs  that  have  been  opened  in  Scotland,  and  the  urns  that  have 
been  found,  are  full  of  interest,  but  it  is  certain  that  there  are  many 
tumuli  still  to  be  explored  ;  and  whenever  this  is  done,  the  observations 
made  should  be  minute  and  careful,  and  of  course  everything  that  can 
possibly  be  sent  to  us  should  take  our  direction,  accompanied  by  exact 
descriptions  made  at  the  time  of  discovery.     I  ought  to  observe  that, 

VOL.  III.  PART  ni.  2  A 


338  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  SOCIETY  OF 

where  skulls  are  found,  it  is  very  import^int  to  preseire  them,  as  they 
may  supply  the  means  of  ascertaining  the  Nationality  of  the  inhabitants 
thus  brought  to  light.  Photographs  of  all  monuments,  illnstiated,  if 
possible,  by  a  scale,  will  always  be  an  acceptable  and  valued  coDtribution. 
I  must  now,  however,  come  to  an  end,  as  I  fear  that,  were  my  observa- 
tions further  protracted,  I  might  disgust  my  hearers  with  those  studies 
for  which  I  wish  to  excite  in  them  a  lively  and  lasting  interest.  I  trust 
that  all  the  male  part  of  my  audience  who  are  not  already  entered  with 
us,  and  feci  interested  in  our  inquiries,  will  before  long  be  anxious  to 
become  members  of  the  Society  of  Antiquaries ;  and  I  confidently  hope 
that  the  fairer  portion  of  this  assembly  may,  by  precept  and  example, 
give  as  great  an  impulse  as  they  can  to  pursuits  which  may  bring  so 
much  pleasure  and  instruction,  and  which,  at  any  rate,  can  never  injure 
or  hurt  the  feelings  of  a  single  human  being.  I  am  aware  that  there 
may  be  bitter  feuds  about  antiquarian  controversy,  and  that  people  who 
wish  to  quarrel  may  do  so  about  an  ancient  name  or  monument,  a  picture 
or  a  locality,  as  well  as  about  any  topic  of  the  day ;  but,  at  least,  the 
persons  who  may  be  the  subjects  of  such  dissensiops  are  beyond  the  reach 
of  evil  consequences,  and  the  disputants  themselves  will  probably  soon 
recover  from  their  asperities.  The  topics  on  which  antiquaries  agree 
are,  luckily,  still  more  numerous  than  those  on  which  they  differ ;  and 
the  study,  in  its  general  effect,  must  be  considered  as  eminently  con- 
ducive to  that  best  of  all  possessions,  placidity  of  mind,  and  to  the 
enlargement  of  the  faculties,  by  extending  our  sympathies,  and  exciting 
our  interest  in  the  history  of  the  human  race  in  all  times,  and  in  all  iti 
different  and  diversified  aspects. 

Mr  HoBERT  Chambers  moved  that  the  thanks  of  the  meeting  mi  it 
the  Society  be  tendered  to  the  Hon.  Lord  Neaves  for  hie  l*iyTlf^  smI 

eloquent  address  ;  which  was  unanimously  agreed  to. 

The  company  then  adjourned  to  the  rooms  of  the  Museum,  wlnik  tM| 
coffee,   &c.,  were  served,   and  the   numerous  articles  arranged  i&  ^ 

Museum  were  inspected  with  much  interest.  J 
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MoNDAT,  9iA  January  18C0. 
Tub  Hon.  Lord  NEAVES,  Vice-PreaideDt,  in  the  Chftir. 
The  following  GeDtlenien  were  balloted  for  aud  elected  Fellowa : — 
The  Most  Noble  the  Mabqcess  of  Lothian, 
The  Hon.  BoDVEKiK  Fuamcis  Phimbobb, 
JosKFB  iBTiKo,  Esq.,  Dumburton. 

Major  WiLLlAtI  URUItMOND  NtKECBU, 

Jobs  Ut;siB  of  Pitmuioa.  Enj.,  Forfarsliir'., 

Gbokok  Sim,  Esq.,  Writer. 

Huon  BTBVKHaoH.  Esq.,  OlaBgow. 

Jakes  Tavlor.  Esq.,  FrovoBt  of  Loilli, 

WrLLiAK  Thobbubn  Wilbos,  Esq.,  aiaagow. 
The  Donations  to  the  Museum  and  Library  included  the  following; — 
A  large  and  valuable  Collection  of  Egyptian  Anti.|uitieB,  chiefly  found 
in   tombs  recently  opened   at    Thebee 
by  the  donor,  A.  Hbhry  RmND  of  Sib- 
ster,  Esq.,  Hon.  Mem.  9.A.  Scot,     This 
collection,  which  consirta  of  nearly  seven 
hundred  Bpecimene,  will  be  fnlly  detailed 
in  the  published  Catalogue  of  the  Mu- 
seum   now    io    course    of    preparation. 
Mr  Ithind   is  also  preparing  for  publi- 
cation a  detailed  account  of  his  escavn- 
tions  at  Thebes. 

Tripod  "  Pricket "  Candlestick  of  cop- 
per, stated  to  have  been  found  in  dig- 
ging the  foundation  of  the  Parish  Churcli 
of  Kinnonl.  By  Robert  Ubbcer  of 
Sootabank,  Esii-  The  candlestick  is  pro- 
bably of  the  1 3th  century.  It  displays 
tracesof  the  blue  enamelling  [Champleve 
process]  still  remaining  on  the  knop  in 
the  centre  of  tlie  stem  ;  and  is  carefully 
Ggnte«l  in  the  annexed  woodcut.  (See 
woodcut  No.  57,  in  Labarte's  Hand-Book.     London,  1858,  8vo,) 
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Piaster  Cast  of  a  Bust  of  Sir  Isaac  NewtoD.  By  Williax  A.  LAumoiy 
Esq.,  F.S.A.  Soot. 

Complete  War  Dress  of  cloth  of  gold  with  silver-gilt  omamentB;  and 
silver  helmet,  with  silver  gilt  mountings,  feathers,  &c.  By  Professor 
J.  Y.  Simpson,  M.D.,  V.P.S.A.  Scot.  The  dress  helonged  to  the  Chinese 
Mandarin  Chang,  Admiral  and  Governor  of  the  Island  of  Chnsan,  and 
was  brought  to  this  country  by  Lieu  tenant-General  Burrell,  C.B.,  formerly 
British  Governor  of  the  island. 

A  Car^HMiter's  Stone  Adze,  fixed  in  a  wooden  handle,  from  the  South 
Sea  Islands,  illustrating  probably  one  of  the  methods  of  using  the  ancient 
8tone  celt.  Pair  of  **  Barnacles  "  or  Spectacles,  the  eyes  set  in  leather 
rims,  bridge  of  watch-spring;  ^ith  Shark-skin  Case.  Ivory-handled 
desk  Seal,  displaying  shield  of  arms.  Rounded  tops  of  Walking-Canes 
of  ISth  century,  one  of  embossed  copper  gilt,  the  other  ivory.  By  Jambs 
JoHssTOXE,  Esij.,  Curator  S.A.  Scot. 

Stone  War  Club,  measuring  15  inches  long,  by  3  inches  broad,  from  the 
island  of  New  Zealand.     By  T.  B.  Johnston,  Esq.,  Treasurer  S.A.  Scot. 

Phc^togrrtphs  of  Hindu  Temple,  and  Falls  at  Muklagherry,  near 
Elliok|>ore.  Northern  Berar  :  and  Four  Photographs  of  the  Cave  Temples 
of  Ellora,  Hindustan.  Photographed  and  presented  by  Captain  A.  N. 
Scott,  Madras  Artillerv.  Corr.  Mem.  S.A.  Soot. 

Supplement  to  •'  The  Coinage  of  Scotland,"  4to,  Cork,  1859.  By  the 
Author,  John  Lixpsat.  Esq.,  Cork,  Hon.  Mem.  S.A.Scot. 

History  of  the  City  of  Geneva,  by  Isaac  Spon,  M.D.,  folio,  London, 
ir»S7.  Voyage  dltalie,  de  Dalmatie,  de  Grece,  et  du  Levant,  par  Jacob 
Six»n  et  George  Wheler,  3  vols.  12mo,  Lyon.  1678.  By  James  Douglas, 
vouuirer  of  Cavers.  Esq.,  F.S.A.  Soot. 

.V.  * 

In  pT\>ix^sing  the  usual  vote  cf  tli.tnks  to  the  contributors.  Lord 
Nk.\ves  drx^w  esjHvial  attention  to  M:  Ehixd's  valuable  and  extensive 
dor.  at  ion  of  Egyptian  Ant  ii^ui  ties.  w*:.:i  iir:i:ed  the  warmest  thanks  of 
the  ScK^ietv. 


Mr  Li  Blanc  oxhibiu.i  rir.  ii.tirt<:.:  ^r  >-.  :;-:>  :f  rcbbings  from  Mfdk 
chral  brasses  in  various  p'.-tces  iii  Er.c".  .:.i.  and  iUnstxated  the  i^"  " 
some  g^r.eral  r?r.iarks  on  Brasses 
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Mr  Cosmo  Innes  exhibited  specimens  of  yarious  styles  of  illuminations, 
copied  principally  from  13th  century  MSS.,  drawn  by  Mr  John  J.  Laing, 
late  assistant  to  John  Ruskin,  Esq.,  M.A.  These  were  beautifully  exe- 
cuted, and  were  much  admired. 

The  following  Communications  were  read  : — 


I. 

SOME  ACCOUNT  OF  LIEUT.-COLONEL  WILLIAM  MERCER,  AUTHOR 
OF  "  ANGLIC  SPECULUM ;  OR,  ENGLAND'S  LOOKING-GLASSE." 
London,  1646.    By  DAVID  LAING,  Esq.,  V.P.S.A.,  Scot. 

At  an  early  period,  more  especially  during  the  first  quarter  of  the 
seventeenth  century,  many  of  our  countrymen  went  abroad,  to  push  their 
fortune  at  the  point  of  the  sword.  Some  of  these,  like  Sir  Alexander 
Leslie,  afterwards  Earl  of  Leven,  Sir  Patrick  Euthven,  Lieut.-G-eneral 
William  Baillie,  and  David  Leslie,  Lord  Newark,  returned  to  Scotland, 
to  distinguish  themselves  in  the  Civil  Wars  into  which  the  misguided 
policy  of  Charles  the  First  involved  these  kingdoms;  but  there  were 
others,  Hamiltons,  Hepburns,  Ramsays,  Douglasses,  and  Setons,  who, 
after  serving  "  the  great  Lion  of  the  North,"  remained  abroad,  and  whose 
descendants,  in  various  parts  of  the  North  of  Europe,  more  especially  in 
Sweden,  have  continued  to  flourish.  Colonel  William  Mercer,  of  whose 
life  and  writings  I  purpose  to  give  some  account,  followed,  at  an  early 
period  of  life,  a  similar  course;  but  he  can  scarcely  be  reckoned  among 
those  "  mercenary  swordsmen,"  like  the  inimitable  Dugald  Dalgetty,  or 
his  prototype  Sir  James  Turner,  who  were  by  no  means  scrupulous  as 
to  which  party  they  served. 

The  family  of  Mebceb  in  Scotland  is  one  of  considerable  antiquity,  as 
their  names  occur  in  the  public  records  from  the  thirteenth  century. 
The  chief  of  the  name  was  Mercer  of  Aldie,  or,  as  commonly  pronounced, 
Awdie,  in  Perthshire.  From  this  stem  there  branched  off  various  families 
— the  Mercers  of  Clevage,  Innerpeffray,  Meiklour,  Melginche,  Salinshaw, 
and  others ;  but  having  no  particular  faculty  for  pursuing  Genealogical 

design  is  limited  to  the  individual  of  the  name,  whose 
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verses,  often  enough  but  mere  doggerel,  furnish  ub,  neverthelfiBS,  with 
some  curious  gossiping  particulars  of  his  own  history. 

William  Mercer  was  born,  probably,  in  the  parish  of  Methlik,  Aber- 
deenshire, about  the  year  1606.  His  father,  Mr  John  Meroer,  was  edu- 
cated for  the  church,  in  King's  College,  Aberdeen,  and  became  minister 
of  Mcthlik,  towards  the  close  of  the  sixteenth  century.  In  October  1618 
he  was  translated,  upon  a  presentation  by  King's  College,  to  the  church 
of  Slains ;  and  he  survived  till  1637  or  1638.  At  the  age  of  fifteen, 
his  son  William,  having  no  disposition  for  learned  pursuits,  fled  from 
school;  and,  with  a  restless  spirit,  embracing  the  military  profession, 
ho  passed  abroad,  forming  this  resolution,  in  the  words  of  Sir  David 
Lyndsay, 

For  I  am  young,  and  thinkis  to  paa  till  France, 
And  tak  wages,  amang  the  men  of  weir, 
And  win  my  living  with  my  sword  and  speir.  ^ 

At  a  later  period  of  life,  in  an  address  to  Charles  the  Second,  in  refer- 
ence to  his  deficiency  in  scholastic  learning,  Mercer  says: — 

When  of  my  oge,  I  waa  but  twelve  and  three, 
I  Ih'il  from  school,  where  few  such  followed  me. 
And  serv'd  an  Emperor,  and  in  much  ado 
I  servd  in  Denmark,  and  Gusta\'us  too  : 
ServM  all  the  three,  but  each  of  them  one  year, 
Took  ncvi'r  pay,  not  sinning,  I  may  swear : 
So  that  it  Hoem'd  amongst  so  many  men, 
I  toss'd  a  i)ikc  more  than  I  spoilM  a  pen. 

in  luforenee  to  his  early  military  career,  ho  elsewhere  says:* 

Ikfon;  my  sight  four  times  six  years  hod  seen, 
Throughout  six  kingdoms  had  my  body  been, 
Bore  Arniri  in  each  ;  where,  seeing  all  that's  there, 
1  view'd  one  vice,  much  made  of  every  where. 
Ingratitude. 

Finding  such  employment  so  unprofitable,  he  betliought  himself  of  such 
an  unsettled  course  of  life,  and  returned  to  his  friends  in  Scotland.    TblS 

^  Satyre  of  the  Three  Estates,  in  Lyinlway's  Works,  YoL  ii  p^ 
-  Mercer'p  News  from  Panjassus,  1082,  p.  07. 
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must  have  been  before  1630,  as  that  year,  on  the  28th  of  June,  a  letter  of 
presentation  was  granted  by  Charles  the  First  in  fdvour  of  "  William 
Mercer,  Bone  lawfuU  to  Mr  Johnne  Mercer,  minister  at  Slaj-nes,  to  the 
personage  and  vicarage  of  the  teyndiB,  &c.,  of  the  kirk  and  parochine  of 
Glenholme,"  &c.  Thie  was  one  of  the  prebends  attached  to  the  Chapel 
Boyal  of  Stirling.  Whether  this  presentation  was  confirmed  is  uncer- 
tain. Probably  not :  it  was  at  least  not  requisite  for  tlio  presentee  to 
hold  any  orders  in  the  Church,  the  only  qualification,  if  ajiy  such 
were  required,  was  a  knowledge  of  music,  Various  inetances  might  be 
cjuoted  of  similar  benefices  having  been  conferred  for  a  period  of  seven 
years,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  a  youth  to  pursue  hie  academical 

In  my  early  days  of  collecting  books  by  Scottish  authors,  I  chanced  to 
pick  up  at  a,  sale  a  little  dirty  volume,  in  verse,  without  a  title  page,  but 
having  the  author's  initials,  W.  M.  One  portion  of  it,  called,  "Edin- 
burgh's Alphabet,"  is  accompanied  with  a  series  of  anagrams,  acrostics, 
and  sonnets,  upon  each  of  the  names,  some  of  tbem  not  the  most  classi- 
cal, setting  forth  the  merits  of  the  Lord  I'rovoat,  Bailiea,  and  Deacons 
of  Edinburgh — a  somewhat  hopeless  task  at  any  time — for  the  years 
1631-1G32.  That  the  author  who  uses  the  phrase,  "  I  vowe  beare  by  a, 
Soldier's  hand,"  was  William  Mercer,  is  beyond  all  question,  if  this 
juvenile  work  be  compared  with  his  later  effusions.  At  the  time,  bow- 
ever,  being  unacquainted  with  such  writings,  on  applying  to  my  old 
friend,  the  author  of  "  Caledonia,"  to  ascertain  the  author's  name, 
and  having  suggested  whether,  from  the  initials  W,  M.,  it  might  not 
be  an  early  production  of  Sir  William  Mure  of  Eowallance,  his  answer 
was,  the  hook  was  quite  unknown  to  him  (nor  has  any  other  copy 
since  been  discovered) ;  but  be  could  not  imagine  that  "  the  Knight  of 
Rowallane  would  have  condescended  to  flatter  the  Town's  Magistrates 
most  tinmercifally  for  a  Bhilliiig." 

From  an  incidental  allusion  in  his  Angliee  Specuhim,  we  learn  that 
Mercer's  first  military  employtaent  was  in  Ireland;  the  time  is  not 
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specified,  but  in  his  intended  Chronicle  of  events  of  which  he  was  eye- 
witness, he  dates  this  about  1638.    His  words  are : — 

I  lost  my  living  in  that  Irish  land, 

Where,  by  commission,  I  had  first  command ; 

My  father's  heir  was  therein  put  to  sword, 

His  wife  was  also  cruelly  devour'd, 

His  goods  destroyed,  his  children  sent  abroad 

To  beg ;  and  I  was  scourged  with  this  rod. 

This  mention  of  his  father's  heir  refers  to  his  elder  brother,  Mr  Robert 
Mercer,  Master  of  the  G-rammar  School  at  Ellon,  in  Aberdeenshire ;  who 
demitted  his  office  in  the  year  1628,  and  having  settled  in  Ireland,  he 
and  his  family  became  victims  of  the  great  Irish  Bebellion,  as  a  martyr 
to  the  Protestant  cause. 

During  the  Civil  Wars,  Capt.  Mercer,  in  opposition  to  the  sentiments  of 
some  of  his  relations,  took  the  part  of  the  Covenanters,  or,  as  he  after- 
wards found  it  convenient  to  call  it,  the  State,  and  had  interest  enough 
to  obtain  from  Robert,  Earl  of  Essex,  General  of  the  Parliamentary  forces, 
a  commission  as  captain  of  horse. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  1646,  Captain  William  Mercer  published 
a  volume,  well  known  to  collectors  of  English  poetry,  under  the  follow- 
ing title,  "  Anglice  Speculum :  or,  England's  Looking  G-lasse,  devided 
into  two  parts ;  the  first  part  containing  a  brief  description  of  these  un- 
natural wars  in  England,  with  some  particular  persons,  fomentors  thereof, 
discovered ;  the  vast  expenses,  and  the  glory  of  the  famous  city  of  Lon- 
don, in  maintaining  the  Protestant  religion,  and  their  privileges  dis- 
played. The  second  part,  consisting  of  several  speeches,  anagrams,  epi- 
grams, acrosticks,  and  sonnets,  &c.,  by  C.  W.  Mercer.  London,  printed 
by  T.  Paine,  <fec.,  1646,"  4to.*  It  is  inscribed  in  terms  of  attachment  to  his 
patron  the  General,  and  has  the  Earl's  portrait  prefixed.  The  volume,  as 
the  title  states,  consists  of  two  parts :  in  the  first  he  presents,  as  in  a 
looking-glass,  an  epitome  of  England's  troubles,  and,  in  celebrating  the 
first  and  great  encounter  of  the  contending  parties  at  Edge  Hill,  23d 
October  1642,  he  states  that,  so  far  as  the  charge  he  had  permitted  him, 

1  In  some  copies  there  is  the  simple  title,  "  ANOLiiE  Speculum  :  or,  Englands 
Looking  Glasse.  Devided  into  two  parts.  By  C.  W.  Mercer.  London :  Printed  by 
Tho.  Paine,  mdcxlvi." 
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he  was  an  eye-witness  of  this  memorable  conflict.  In  the  second  part, 
is  a  series  of  detached  pieces,  speeches,  anagrams,  epigrams,  acrostics, 
and  sonnets,  chiefly  interesting  for  the  names  of  the  persons  to  whom 
they  were  addressed. 

Thus  we  have,  besides  the  Lords  and  Commons  assembled  in  Parlia- 
ment, the  Scottish  Commissioners  to  the  English  Parliament,  many  of 
the  nobility  and  persons  of  rank ;  and,  in  particular,  Hichard,  Earl  of 
Warwick,  the  Right  Worshipful  Sir  Henry  Mervyn,  his  father-in-law,  the 
truly  honourable  colonel,  Colonel  Audeley  Mervin,  his  brother-in-law, 
his  brother.  Captain  John  Mercer,  and  "  the  famous  poet,"  Captain  George 
Withers.  The  concluding  ppem,  in  the  form  of  a  petition  to  the  Lords 
and  Commons,  and  the  Lord  Mayor  and  Common  Council  of  London, 
presents  a  sad  picture  of  the  distress  to  which  he  was  reduced  by  the 
arrears  of  pay  due  to  him,  extending  in  amount  to  L.900  ;  one-half  or  a 
third  part  of  which  he  earnestly  solicits  for  the  relief  of  his  urgent  neces- 
sities.   A  portion  of  this  petition  may  be  quoted. 

He  says, — 

But  now  your  true  Petitioner  indeed 

Is  80  confounded,  as  you  here  may  read. 

That  I  am  almost  wearied  of  my  life, 

Tir'd  and  tormented  with  this  cruel  strife, 

The  cries  of  children  and  an  angrie  woman, 

Two  heavy  anchors,  when  they're  tyde  unto  men ; 

They  cry  for  money,  bread,  and  beer,  and  beefe, 

But  they  may  eat  their  fingers  for  reliefe. 
«  •  «  «  • 

When  I'me  abroad,  I  stand  and  stare  to  skan, 
Lest  I  on  sudden  meet  a  Marshall's  man. 
This  is  most  grievous,  and  a  great  disgrace, 
A  Souldier  dare  not  look  men  in  the  face : 
And  I'me  already  run  so  in  the  score, 
To  tell  the  truth,  they  will  not  trust  me  more. 
And  now  the  Printer,  and  the  Stationer, 
Threatens  to  prison  your  Petitioner. 

It  appears  that  this  sad  state  of  affairs  had  existed  for  a  considerable 
period.  On  the  20th  of  March  1642-3,  a  petition  of  .  .  .  Mercer  was 
read,  and  remitted  by  the  House  of  Commons  to  the  Committee  for  Exa- 
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minatioDH.^  On  the  20th  of  Decemher  foUowiDg,  strict  oiden  were  given 
by  I'arliumcnt  regarding  moneys  brought  into  Chancery  of  malignants  or 
(lclinqiiei)tH,  that  Homc  part  of  it  might  be  employed  to  satisfy  the  English 
iukI  8<;ot8  Kefurmado  Officers ;  and  on  the  same  day,  the  House  of  Gom- 
iiioiiH  **  Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  William  Msrcxe,  Alexander 
N<;aniu,  David  Itobinson,  Patrick  Forbes,  and  others,  this  day  presented 
to  the  House,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  for  the  Eeformado  Officers, 
and  I)y  them  considered  of,  and  reported,  before  any  monies  be  paid  over 
to  the  Scotts  Keformado  Officers."'  According  to  his  own  statements, 
Captain  Mercer  was  referred  from  one  Committee  to  another,  and  from 
Parliament  to  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  of  London,  but  all  the  time 
was  left  in  great  destitution.  In  the  Journals  of  the  House  of  Lords, 
Ist  May  1040,  22  Car.,  we  find  :  "  Capt  Mercer*  s  petition  for  Arrears,*'  as 
folloWH : — 

**  Upon  reading  the  Petition  of  Capt.  W™  Mercer,  desiring  some  part 
of  his  ArnMirs  may  bo  paid  him,  for  the  Service  of  the  State :  It  is  Ordered, 
to  \h}  nvonnnondod  to  the  House  of  Commons."  ^  The  result  of  such 
n^oonunondatinns  is  not  stated.  But  his  great  patron  having  died  a  few 
uionths  after  the  publication  of  his  "  England's  Looking  Glasse,"  Mercer 
bowailod  his  lot*8  in  "  An  Elegik  upon  the  Death  of  the  Eight  Hon^^®, 
most  Noble,  worthily  Ronownend,  and  truly  valiant  Lord,  Robert  Earle 
o(  Essiox  and  Ewo,  il'c,  His  Excellency,  late  Lord  General  of  all  the 
Forces  raisctl  by  the  Parliament  of  England  in  defence  of  the  Protestant 
l{oli>rion.  Who  departed  the  14tli  of  September  164G."  A  copy  of  this, 
"  I^ondon  printed  by  1.  (\  1040,*'  in  the  form  of  a  broadside,  is  preserred 
an^onij:  the  Kiui^'s  Tracts  in  the  British  Museum.  In  like  manner,  he 
had  previinislv  bonioanod  the  death  of  his  father-in-law,  under  this 
title  :  **  An  F.liuuk  in  memorie  and  at  the  interring  of  the  bodie  of  the 
mv\st  t'juuous  and  irulv  noble  Knieht,  Sir  Henry  MervTn,  pateme  of  all 
true  valour,  xxv'rth.  and  arts,  who  dopartoil  this  life  the  30  of  May,  and 
Ivos  internal .-»!  Wostuunstor.  Anno  P\  1»'4''.  London  printed  by  James 
<\v,  IOI»».  *  a  tolio  brv^ulsivlo.  Tliis  I  l.ivo  l-:  sc«ii :  lui  h  ivcurred  in 
;4  valuaMo  volKvlion  of  b;\ ■;,!■!>,  |h\:;  .\;  :  '  :-.  \\  .  :,:  r»iuJley*s  sale, 
iv-^.    .^v*.   IL.\^.   I  »■  ;«"ivs  \  ...I. ..  A  v>  >    '.r^v*.         ._ 

»  J.-.irr.A:*.  x,:  ir.i    10  -  ;■     n  4-  *  IK.  toJ.  Tiii.  p.  »L 
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After  the  death  of  King  Charles  the  First,  the  disturbed  state  of  Ire- 
land required  the  English  Commonwealth  to  take  some  decided  measures 
to  subdue  the  Irish  rebels.  In  March  1649,  Cromwell  was  elected  to  the 
Lieutenancy  of  Ireland,  although  it  was  not  until  August  that  he  himself 
set  out  thither.  But  while  he  was  engaged  in  collecting  an  army  of 
12,000  men  in  the  west  of  England,  he  previously  sent  a  reinforcement 
of  4000  horse  and  foot ;  and  measures  were  then  taken  to  pay  such 
arrears  as  were  due.  In  this  number  Captain  Mercer's  troop  of  horse 
formed  a  part.  The  following  notice  occurs  in  the  newspaper  called  the 
*"  Perfect  Diurnal,"  AprU  16-23  :— 

Fbidat,  AprU  20^  1649. 

"  This  day  (according  to  appointment)  the  Greneral  Council  of  the 
Army  met  at  Whitehall,  about  cc^ting  of  lots  what  Begiments  should  go 
for  the  service  of  Ireland,  where,  after  a  solemn  seeking  of  Grod  by 
prayer,  they  cast  lots  what  Begiments  of  the  old  army  should  be  designed 
for  that  service,  14  Reg**  of  horse  and  14  of  foot  of  the  Established 
forces  came  to  the  lot ;  and  it  being  resolved  that  four  Reg**  of  Horse 
and  four  of  foot  should  go  upon  that  service,  10  blanks,  and  four  papers 
with  Ireland  written  upon  them  were  put  in  a  hat,  and  being  so 
shuffled  together,  were  drawn  out  by  a  child,  who  gave  to  an  officer  of 
each  Reg*  in  the  lot,  the  lot  of  that  Reg*, — so  that  it  was  done  in  so  im- 
partial and  inoffensive  a  way,  as  no  Reg*  can  take  any  just  exception. 

The  Reg**  whose  lot  it  fell  to  go  were  " Here  the  different  horse  and 

foot  regiments  are  designed  by  their  Colonels  names ;  and  then  follows 
the  troops  of  dragoons,  also  designed  by  the  names  of  their  Captains ; 
and  among  these  appears,  "  Captain  Mercer's  troop."  It  is  added, 
"  The  Officers  of  each  Regiment  which  were  allotted  expressed  much 
cheerfulness  at  the  decision." 

That  this  was  Captain  William  Mercer  is  most  probable.  About  the 
same  time  he  was  raised  to  the  rank  of  Lieut. -Colonel,  yet  singular 
enough,  in  the  spring  of  1G50,  we  find  him  in  Scotland,  still  in  reduced 
circumstances.  The  notice  is  interesting,  as  it  serves  so  clearly  to  fix 
his  parentage.  It  occurs  in  the  unpublished  Minutes  of  the  Commission 
of  the  General  Assembly : — 

"  Edinburgh^  23  if  ay  1650. — The  Commission  of  the  Generall  Assembly 
considering  the  necessitous  condition  of  Lieutenant  Colonell  William 
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Merver.sono  to  umqnhill  Mr  JoluwllBtBar.KtBiita'iftSWMt^Awjft- 
feiTe  bim  to  the  cbinriUble  anpfilw  oT  Uw  PMbgrtedcdT  KfiatNoglb-'' 
Tbo  Miuut«8  of  the  Freflbjt«i7  of  Bdinlxii^  for  tU>  pcnod  a*  Mt 
pruerved,  bo  it  cannot  be  eaid  wb«Uiei  wij  mlleetioa  in  his  Imfcitf  va 

lu  the  following  year,  hoBonrsble  mention  is  nude  ot  *  Xajor  Xova 
auioiig  Cromwi^irii  troops  at  the  battle  oT  WonxMer.'  I  cam  flcdj  OM- 
jucturo  that  tbia  may  bave  been  the  cotonel's  brother,  the  Captaili  Jokl 
M(.-K<!r  of  1646.  Another  Lieut. -Colonel  James  Hncer  cMto  op  aaong 
tlie  KuyallNtn  in  the  North  of  Scotland,  ander  Lient.-OeiMnl  MJAOtibtm, 
in  the  year  1654.  In  a  letter  from  lnveni««,  21rt  Jme  1654,  CoImhI 
Morgan  relates,  tbnl  a  party  of  600  horee  and  foot,  aader  tba  tmmmmiA 
uf  Dnimmond,  Erwin,  Hercer,  and  Selkii^  was  routed  and  powri  tor 
10  miles;'  and  an  intercepted  letter  to  ICddleton  frora  this  Lwot- 
Colonel  James  Hercer,  on  the  13th  of  Norember  that  year,  nfcn  lo  Aa 
hopoleM  condition  lo  which  their  small  party  was  redaced.* 

For  MTeral  years  nofnrtbemoticeof  the  Itt-fonnado  officer  nr  the  diyst- 
ing  Colonel  has  been  diKOvered.  After  the  BesbHatian  of  Charics  tiM 
Second,  be,  like  many  others,  gsre  exptewton  to  Dnbaimded  \ajAj, 
having  visited  the  King  at  Whileball,  most  likdy  s«^citing  a  pdwtfm 
Upon  the  occasion  of  John  Lord  Boberts,  Baron  of  Tmro,  being  appointed 
GoTemor  of  Ireland,  Sejflember  16,  1669,  our  "censtant  lover  of  the 
muses,"  Lient. -Colonel  William  Uerc«r,  printed  "AWblooii  is  a  Poem, 
to  His  Excellency,  Ac.,  at  his  Boyal  entry  into  tlie  Castle  of  Dublin ;" 
or,  as  a  second  title-page  has  it,  "  Verimm  Sapienti,  oi  Uercer's  Muse 
making  Melody,  in  a  Welcom  to  His  Excellency  John  Lord  Rotterts,  Baron 
o{TmtQ,&c.  Dublin,  printed  by  Joeiai)  Wiodeor,  16«];9].  4tu,  ISleaves. 
The  under  part  of  the  last  figure,  in  both  title-pagea,  being  cnt  olF  by  lli« 
binder,  looks  like  1660,  in  place  of  1669.  There  can  be  do  doubt  repanl- 
ing  the  date,  as  John  Lord  Boberts  was  appointed  Lord  Lieutenant  vl 
Ireland.  September  IS,  1669,  and  was  succeeded.  May  10, 167>',  ot  wilhin 
eight  mouths,  by  John  Lord  Berkeley  of  Siralton.  The  oupy  I  bare  a 
not  cpiile  perfect ;  hot  I  have  searched  in  vain,  in  Dublin  and  ebevbenr^ 
to  see  another  copy  to  supply  the  apparuit  defect  of  tlM  ll 
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Another  unique  production,  preserved  in  the  Grenville  Collection  in 
the  British  Museum,  is  entitled  "  The  Moderate  Caualier ;  or  the  Sol- 
dier's Description  of  Ireland  and  of  the  Country  Disease,  with  Receipts 
for  the  same. 

"  From  Olocester  siege  till  arms  lay'd  downe 
In  Trewroe  fields,  I  for  the  Crowne, 
Under  St  George  march 'd  up  and  down ; 

And  then,  Sir, 
For  Ireland  came,  and  had  my  share 
Of  blows,  not  lands,  gain'd  in  that  warre  ; 
But  God  defend  me  from  such  fare 

Again,  Sir. 

'^  A  book  fit  for  all  Protestant  houses  in  Ireland.  Printed  anno  dom. 
MDCLxxv."  4to,  A  to  I  in  4's  (18  leaves  not  numbered,  or  pp.  36).  This  is 
a  rambling  production,  throwing  no  light  on  the  author's  history  beyond 
the  lines  on  the  title-page.  I  have  no  doubt  it  was  by  Mercer,  although 
his  name  is  not  given ;  and  Mr  Grenville  must  have  had  some  authority 
for  so  asserting  it, — most  likely  some  note  in  the  volume  before  it  was 
rebound. 

On  the  back  of  the  title  are  the  following  lines,  addressed  "  To  the 
Protestant  Nobility,  Gentry,  and  Soldiers  of  Ireland,  but  more  especially 
to  the  Worshipfull  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  Sheriflfs,  Citizens,  and  Inhabi- 
tants of  the  City  of  Cork." 

A  Soldier  for  the  Kino  (great  Sirs)  to  you 
Humbly  presents  this  little  book  to  viewe. 
Which  speaks  of  storyes  old  and  not  of  newes, 
Things  to  most  of  you  known  :  may  be  of  use 
In  after  ages  when  we're  dead  and  gone, 
And  'mongst  all  Protestants  worth  thinking  on. 

He  stiles  his  book  The  Moderate  Cavalier, 
Which  whoso  reads  will  find  him  so  appear ; 
He's  no  lucendiarie,  to  blow  the  fire 
Of  discussion  'mongst  factions,  or  desiro 
Warres,  being  content  with  his  low  estate. 
But  sorry  that  (too  true)  he  can  relate 
No  more  of  good  encouragement  from  friends 
To  the  poor  soldiers  who  deserved  amends 
For  their  past  Service  were  to  be  forgott, 
Whilst  in  Ireland's  an  Englishman  or  Scott. 
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Be  pleas'd,  therefore  (dear  Sir),  to  patronize 
The  Soldier's  worke,  that  to  his  Enemies 
He  be  no  made  contemptible,  whose  drift 
For  a  poor  living's  only  to  make  shift, 
Which  being  granted,  the  soldiers  I  say 
For  you  and  yours  Eternally  shall  pray. 

Followed  by  thirty-six  lioes.  "  The  author  upon  his  intent  to  have 
presented  three  dozen  of  these  books  to  the  Major  of  Corko  and  his 
guests  and  his  Friends  when  he  first  comes  into  his  Office/'  concluding, 

It  only  rests  that  1  now  for  my  paines 
No  loBor  be ;  if  that  I  get  no  gaines, 
Then,  what  you  please,  to  the  Poet  or  Printer, 
'Twill  be  an  help  to  keep  a  Fire  in  winter. 

The  volume  ends  with  a  Dialogue  betwixt  the  Soldier  author  of  the  book 
and  an  Echo. 

I  now  come  to  an  incident  in  Colonel  Mercer's  life,  which  led  him,  in 
1672,  to  revisit  his  native  country.  This  was  a  proposal  for  a  matri- 
monial alliance  betwixt  his  eldest  son  and  the  heretrix  of  the  barony  of 
Aldie.    He  himself  was  great  in  the  marrying  line  ;  he  says^ 

For  in  my  tyme  I  maried  four  fyno  wives, 
For  by  such  matches  many  bad  men  thrives ; 
Two  maids  between  two  widows,  first  and  last ; 
The  first  three  fail'd.  but  now  the  fourth  holds  fast : 
A  Murray,  Mervyn,  Connway,  and  a  Duff; 
My  Lady  smyles,  and  sayes  these  wer  enuffe ! 

The  lady  here  mentioned  was  Dame  Jean  Stewart,  Lady  Aldie.  Sir 
James  Mercer  of  Aldie,  knight  baronet,  and  one  of  his  Majesty's  ordinary 
gentlemen  ushers,  died  in  1671.  A  few  years  previously,  he  executed  a 
deed  of  tailzie  and  provision,  by  which  his  estates,  without  division, 
failing  heirs-male,  were  settled  on  his  eldest  daughter,  the  said  heirs- 
female  successive  in  all  times  thereafter  being  obliged  to  marry  a 
gentleman  of  the  surname  of  Mercer,  or  one  of  another  surname  who 
should  take  that  of  Mercer,  they  and  their  heirs  always  using  the  sur- 
name and  arms  of  Mercer.  This  is  stated  at  full  length  in  the  "  Act 
of  ratification  in  favour  of  Mistress  Grissell  Mercer,  Ladie  Aldie,  of  the 
lands  and  barony  of  Meiklour,"  6th  September  1681,*  printed  in  the  Acts 

1  XcU  Pari.  Scotl.,  vol.  viii.  p.  330. 
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of  the  Parliament  of  Cbarles  the  Second.  It  further  appears,  from  the 
reported  case  of  an  action  in  the  Court  of  Session,  Lieut.-Colonel  William 
Mercer  against  the  widow  Lady  Aldie,  that  the  suitor  would  be  required 
not  only  to  assume  the  name  of  Mercer,  but  be  of  sufiScient  means  to 
pay  off  the  debts  and  portions  of  the  family ;  and  as  it  was  alleged  there 
was  no  one  of  the  name  in  Scotland  of  sufficient  means  to  perform  this 
condition,  the  dowager  sent  a  natural  son  of  her  late  husband  to  Ireland 
to  invite  the  colonel,  being  near  of  kin,  to  contract  an  alliance  with  his 
eldest  son.  He  accepted  the  invitation,  was  hospitably  received,  and  he 
returned  to  Dublin  to  raise  the  sum  of  two  thousand  pounds  sterling,  and 
bring  over  his  son  to  conclude  the  match.  The  money  was  accordingly 
provided  by  the  youth's  maternal  relations,  and  they  both  came  to  Scot- 
land full  of  expectation ;  but  lo,  from  some  unexplained  cause,  the 
dowager's  plans  had  undergone  a  change,  and  she  could  not  so  much  as 
even  allow  the  young  expectant  to  see  Mrs  Grizzel.  What  wonder, 
therefore,  that  the  old  colonel  should  feel  aggrieved  at  such  conduct,  and 
resolve  he  should  not 

"  be  abused, 
Invited,  treated,  frown *d  on,  and  confused ; 
(Nor  that  matters  should)  be  brought  to  that  pass. 
To  come  to  Scotland,  and  tumo  back  ano  ass." 

He  accordingly  raised  an  action  of  damages,  for  breach  of  a  verbal  treaty 
of  marriage,  and  expenses,  before  the  Court  of  Session.  The  case  is 
reported  in  Stair's  and  Gossford's  Decisions.^  During  this  litigation, 
and  in  the  view,  no  doubt,  of  inclining  the  judges  to  a  favourable  deci- 
sion, he  prepared,  as  a  New  Tear's  gift  to  them,  a  series  of  encomiums, 
which  he  says — 

Shall  serve  for  lasting  monuments  of  your  fame. 
His  epistle  dedicatory  begins— 

Most  Noble  Lordb, 

Seven  kingdoms  I  have  compast  in  my  days. 
And  now  am  come  to  write  your  worthy  praise ; 
I  have  escaped  prison,  plunder,  warr, 
And  did  partake  of  all  the  ills  that  are. 

^  See  also  Morison's  Dictionary  of  Decisions,  pp.  816<V-S168. 
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This  performance  is  entitled  "  A  CoMPBin>iou8  Comparison  of  the  Lives 
and  Lawcs  of  the  Senators  of  Borne,  with  the  Lives  and  Lawes  of  the 
Senators  of  the  Colledge  of  Justice,  Edinghurgh,  in  Familiar  Lynee  and 
Poems.  By  a  Servant  to  Mars  and  a  Lover  of  the  Muses,  Lie^-Coll''- 
William  Mercer.  Edinburgh,  1673.''  MS.,  4to,  pp.  34,  Advocates 
Library. 

On  the  back  of  the  title-page  are  the  following  lines,  called  "A 
Sonnet." 

Strange  Reyolations  in  those  parts  appear, 
Now  one  as  strange  as  tme  is  happened  here  ; 
Lift  leafe  by  leafe  untill  yon  scan  a  score, 
And  you  shall  see  things  never  seen  before  : 
Rome's  Worthys  vertnes,  with  our  Worthys  weighed, 
But  quite  borne  downe  cannot  be  now  deny*d  ; 
Now  Plutarch's  Lyves  ly  under  cloud  ecclipt, 
All  now  come  calling  Merger's  Manuscript, 
A  thing  so  sav'd,  so  many  thousand  years 
Supprest ;  so  now  by  Scotland's  worthy  Peers, 
This  is  the  thing  a  wonder  may  be  thought. 
As  I  may  swear  this  book  is  dearly  bought ; 

And  this  same  Sonnet  proving  as  I  praise. 

The  sa4dest  song  I  sung  in  all  my  dayes. 


But  notwithstanding  such  a  modest  assertion,  he  throws  the  most  dis- 
tinguished Greeks,  as  well  as  Romans,  into  the  scales.  Thus,  his  first 
worthy,  John  Maitland,  Duke  of  Lauderdale,  the  Lord  High  Commis- 
sioner, he  compares  to  Themistocles  ;  and  "  Heroic  Rothes,"  Lord  Chan- 
cellor, to  Pericles  I  His  other  comparisons  are  not  a  whit  more  appro- 
priate. For  instance,  Earl  of  Athole,  to  Alcihiades  ;  Earl  of  Tweeddale, 
to  Marcellus ;  Alexander  Earl  of  Kincardine,  to  Alexander  the  Oreat ; 
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PresideDt  Stair,  to  Sertorius  ;  Primrose,  Clerk-Eegister,  to  Phocion ; 
Nisbet,  Lord  Advocate,  to  A  ristides  ;  Lockhart,  Justice-Clerk,  again  to 
Pericles  ;  and  so  on  with  the  other  eleven  judges ;  on  each  of  whose  names 
he  has  an  anagram,  witli  so  many  lines,  and  a  concluding  couplet  for 
the  Comparison. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  MS.  is  the  "  Penman's  Appologie,"  in  which 
Mercer  urges  his  son's  claims  to  secure  Grissel,  and  implores  their 
Lordships'  favour  in  the  lines  already  quoted  as  to  his  own  domestic 
fortunes ;  and  he  gives  the  following  picture  of  Highland  hospitality  in 
the  person  of  Sir  Thomas  Stewart  of  GaimtuUy  : — 

••  He  feasted  mo  a  month  at  Murthly  House, 

*  *  *  *  * 

No  man  in  Fyfe  nor  Angus,  being  able, 

Doth  keip  so  fair  and  full  a  furnisht  table ; 

I  say  by  sight,  for  I  with  him  have  been, 

And  in  this  land  the  lyke  have  seldom  seen, 

So  woU-drest  dishes,  wynes  too  much,  and  more, 

Nor  lock  nor  key,  there  stands  an  open  dore." 

The  recollection  of  such  cheer  leads  him  honestly  to  avow,  that  while 
his  son,  like  a  young  gallant,  had  declared  he  was  willing  to  take  Mis 
Grissel  "  had  she  neir  a  groat,"  ho  for  himself  was  equally  willing— 

*•  were  it  for  no  more 
But  to  be  dwelling  nere  Sir  Tliomas'  dore  : 
Young  fools  afiirme  it  is  for  love  they  woow, 
My  courting  is  for  cake  and  pudding  now : 
With  GrantuUy  and  with  Lethanty,  I  allege, 
Best  conrting  now  for  men  that's  of  our  age. 
But  all  this  time  I  talk  like  to  an  ass. 
And  tells  my  mind,  Pott  Vinum  VeriUu.'' 

It  was  only  after  a  lapse  of  nearly  three  years  that  the  Lords  of  Ses- 
sion gave  a  decision  on  the  14th  December  1675,  to  this  effect,  that  as 
there  was  no  marriage-contract  or  written  agreement,  a  mother's  verbal 
assurance  was  not  binding ;  but  as  it  was  not  denied  the  pursuer  had  been 
invited  to  come  to  this  country  for  the  proposed  alliance,  he  was  entitled 
to  expenses.  It  so  happened,  in  the  course  of  events,  Mrs  Grissel  re- 
mained unmarried ;  a  younger  sister,  who  married  Sir  Laurence  Mercer, 

VOL.  UI.  PART  III.  2  B 
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inheriting  the  property ;  but  we  may  hope  the  young  lad  found  less  diffi- 
culty in  finding  a  suitable  match  among  the  ladies  of  Ireland. 

Another  case  is  reported  as  decided  on  15th  December  1681,'  when 
William  Mercer  pursued  unsuccessfully  for  the  recoveiy  of  a  bond  of 
2300  morks,  bearing  annual-rent,  granted  by  Sir  James  Mercer  of  Aldie, 
in  1G43,  to  this  William  Mercer  of  Clevage's  grandfather,  bnt  which, 
it  was  alleged,  must  have  long  since  been  cancelled.  On  the  erroneous 
supposition  that  both  actions  had  been  raised  by  the  same  person,  much 
pains  wore  taken  to  trace  the  Colonel's  descent  as  representative  of  the 
Mercers  of  Clevage ;  but  it  is  quite  evident  that  his  nearness  of  kin  to 
the  Aldio  family  must  be  traced  to  a  younger  son  of  that  house.  (See 
table,  p.  357.) 

After  the  termination  of  his  famous  lawsuit,  we  may  conclude  that 
Colonel  Mercer  and  "  the  lad"  returned  to  his  family  in  Ireland  ;  but  I 
have  mot  with  no  further  particulars  regarding  his  history,  after  making 
a  fruitless  search  in  Dublin  to  ascertain  whether  he  died  in  that  city,  or 
if  his  will  was  on  record.*  He  had  visite<l  London,  however,  in  1682,  the 
date  of  a  book  which  he  published  under  this  title — "  News  from  Pak- 
NA88cs,in  the  Abstracts  and  Contents  of  three  Crown 'd  Chronicles,  relating 
to  the  throe  Kingdoms  of  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland.  In  a  Poem, 
ilivided  into  two  parts :  First,  To  the  King;  secondly.  To  the  Subjects  of 
tlio  said  Three  Kingdoms.  Dedicated  to  his  Majesty.  By  a  Servant  to 
Mars,  and  a  Lover  of  the  Muses,  William  Mercer.  London :  printed  by 
M.  W.,  for  the  Author,  1682.''    8vo,  pp.  94. 

It  begins,  as  usual,  with  Anagrams ;  but  the  drift  of  the  work  was,  in  a 
cheap  form,  to  call  attention  to  his  "big  book,"  compared  to  Noah's  Ark, 
which  had  occupied  him  for  twenty  years,  "  being  a  rhyming  Chronicle  of 
the  passages,  parties,  and  persecutions,  within  the  three  Kingdoms,  from 
1638,  about  which  time  the  Troubles  arose  in  the  said  kingdoms.  •  •  . 
With  my  own  personal  presence,  being  an  eye-witness  theienntOi  httviig 
had  employment,  in  good  capacity,  from  the  very  first  in  Eng^d,  AlutifB 
of  Scotland,  a  long  liver  in  Ireland,  &c." 


^  Morison'B  Dictionary  of  Decisions,  pages  12708-12712. 
•  A  William  Mercer  died  in  Dublin  in  the  year  1606 ;  bat  hit 
indications  of  any  relationship. 
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In  his  dedication  to  Charles  the  Second,  ho  says^ 

"  To  end  the  Ark,  appoint  a  pension, 
Should  it  be  small,  nine  hundred  sheets  now  nigh 
To  put  to  press,  whenever  the  Author  dye  : 
But  I  am  pleased  this  instant  hour  to  print 
The  Piece    .     .    .    ." 

Towards  the  end  of  the  volume  Mercer  compares  himself  to  Virgilius 
Maro,  in  what  he  calls  Sonnets ;  thus — 

**  I,  THE  AUTHOB,  ON  MySELP,  AND  TO  MySBLF,  IN  SONNETS. 

Because  that  no  man  praises  me, 
I'll  praise  my  self,  now  you  shall  see 
Two  ways ;  one  is,  by  Comparing ; 
Th' other  Patience,  being  so  sparing; 

And  though  men's  praises  first  are  penn'd, 

I  put  my  own  praise  at  the  end." 

"  First  Sonnet. 

I,  Mercer,  though  my  skill  bd  scarce, 
Compare  with  Maro  making  verse ; 
Tell  too,  my  tattling  is  not  Treason, 
Though  it  be  not  good  Rhime  nor  Reason  : 

And  says  my  News  now  from  Pamass, 

Do  let  few  faulty  persons  pass." 

••  Second  Sonnbt. 

Comparisons  to  bring  abuse  are  bent. 
But  these  ensuing  seem  to  give  consent : 
For  when  wise  Maro  penn'd  Mectenas  praise, 
He  took  not  pains,  as  Mercer  making  these, 
Then  Mercer's  merits  may  with  Maro's  Muse 
(Compare  in  this,  few  men  may  that  refuse  : 
Maro  prais'd  one,  and  for  his  praise  was  paid ; 
Mercer  to  Millions  praises  hath  display'd, 
In  rich  Encomiums,  and  hath  undergone 
(Like  Mars  and  Maro,  both  combin'd  in  one.) 
For  to  defend  what  he  hath  penn'd  by  word, 
AfBrming  he  will  sign  it  with  a  Sword. 
So  Mercer  may  to  purchase  modest  praise, 
Compare  with  Maro  in  composing  these. 

Then  for  which  praise  to  make  his  pen  repine 
Were  not  praiseworthy,  saith  Saint  Augustine." 

2b2 
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The  volume  ends  on  page  94,  with 

*'  A  Fabewel  Sonnet. 
Twice  twenty  Terms,  and  almoet  every  hour, 
I  tyr*d  my  pen,  employing  of  my  power 
To  prove  these  Poems ;  then  in  all  I  say 
No  Learning  lyes,  though  on  the  points  I  play. 
The  Latin  I  do  grant,  hy  guess  I  got, 
Cannot  well  tell  if  it  ho  true  or  not, 
I  hmis'd  my  hrains ;  dare  not  deny  indeed, 
But  in  my  haste,  I  have  hroke  Priscian's  head. 
I  play'd  my  part,  can  now  not  lahour  longer, 
And  am  afraid,  some  hang  themselves  in  anger. 
This  Pamphlet  I  of  purpose  puhlish  cheaper, 
My  hig  Book's  nigh  nine  hundred  sheets  of  Paper 
In  short,  heside  so  many  motions  made. 
This  Sonnet  says  now.  No  more  shall  he  said." 


And  elsewhere  he  adds, 

"  But  to  my  Prince  at  present  I  appeal, 
And  humbly  hereto  set  my  hand  and  seal.'* 

William  Mercer, 


Colonel  Mercer  at  this  time  must  have  been  far  advanced  in  years, 
and  ho  probably  neither  long  survived  the  appearance  of  this  pamphlet, 
in  1682,  nor  received  any  pension.  His  "  big  Book,"  which  he  so  fre- 
quently calls  "  his  Ark" — and  which  he  seems  to  have  contemplated  with 
admiration  on  account  of  its  bulk  (only  think,  nine  hundred  sheets  of 
paper!)  was,  unfortunately,  not  sufficiently  buoyant  to  be  an  Ark  of 
safety  for  his  protracted  labours  of  twenty  years :  but  we  may  console 
ourselves  with  the  certainty  that  this  was  not  the  greatest  loss  which  the 
literary  World  has  sustained. 
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NOTICE  OF  THE  ACCOUNT-EOOK  OF  ANDREW  HALTBURTON.  CON- 
SERVATOR OF  THE  PRIVILEGES  OF  THE  SCOTTISH  NATION  IN 
THE  LOW  COUNTRIES,  A.D.  1403— A.D.  1604.  Bv  JOSEPH  ROBERT. 
SON,  Esq..  F.S^.  Scot. 

There  ia  preserved  in  the  Register  House  an  old  merchant's  look,  a 
folio  of  about  300  leaves,  in  tho  original  binding  of  leather,  handsomely 
tooled,  and  strengthened  by  hands  secured  hy  parchment  thongs,  as  in 
modem  account -books. 

It  is  the  ledger  of  Andrew  Halyburton,  a  Scottish  merchant,  of  tho 
first  rank  in  his  day,  who  held  the  high  office  of  Conservator  of  the  Pri- 
vileges of  the  Scottish  Nation  in  the  Netherlands — or,  as  we  should 
now  express  it,  vas  Scotch  Consul  at  Middlehurg.  He  had  his  head- 
quarters  in  that  town,  but  transacted  business  also  in  the  neigbboimng 
cities  of  Bruges  and  Antwerp,  His  dealings  were  chiefly,  or  altogether, 
on  hehalf  of  Scotsmen,  and  he  is  often  found  in  Edinburgh,  settling  olJ 
accounts,  or  arranging  new  ventures,  while  he  discharged,  at  the  samo 
time,  the  statutory  condition  of  his  office,  "  that  the  Conservatour  of  Scot- 
land cum  yeirlie  hame,  or  send  ane  responsale  procuratour  for  him." 
He  bought  and  sold  chiefly  on  commission,  charging  a  percentage  for  bis 
brokerage,  or,  as  he  calls  it,  bia  "  service."  The  volume  extends  over  a 
period  of  about  twelve  years,  from  August  1493  to  January  1505.  Each 
aocoiint  is  piously  superscribed  with  the  name  of  "Jesus/'  and,  where 
the  customer  was  a  trader,  the  merchant's  mark,  which  was  cut  upon  his 
boxes,  or  written  upon  his  bales,  is  figured  in  the  ledger. 

The  first  account  in  the  book  is  that  of  the  Archbishop  of  St  Andrews, 
It  is  followed  by  others  of  name  and  note,  such  as  the  Dukejaf  Ross,  the 
king's  brother ;  Bishop  William  Elphinstone,  founder  of  the  University 
of  Aberdeen  ;  the  Abbot  of  Holyrood  ;  the  Archdeacon  of  St  Andrews; 
Walter  Chapman,  the  first  printer  in  Scotland ;  John  Smollet,  the  ances- 
tor of  the  great  Scottish  novelist  of  the  last  century;  and  that  Master 
Richard  Lawson,  Justice -Clerk,  whose  son,  as  Pitscottie  tells  us,  appealed 
to  the  mercy  of  God  from  the  aiiectral  summons  of  death  and  doom  which 
rang  at  midnight  from  the  Cross  of  Edinburgh  on  the  eve  of  Flodden. 


ANTIQLUniES  OF  SCOTLANU. 


351) 


Ilaly  burton 'a  ledger  ehowB  very  clearly  what  was  the  foreign  or  over- 
sea trade  of  Scotland  at  tiie  beginning  of  the  sixteenth  contnry. 

The  Bxporta  were  the  raw  produto  of  a  rude  country — wool,  hides  and 
skins,  and  fish.  Occasionally,  a  ^lack  <rf  cloth  oppears — of  that  coarse 
manufacture,  we  may  presume,  which  was  afterwards  known  liy  the  name 
of  "  plaiJiug."  Once  1  find  mention  of  a  bale  of  linen  ;  and  once  I  see 
money  remitted  to  Scotland  to  buy  pearls.  I3ut  these  are  exceptional 
instances.  The  staple  exports  were,  as  has  been  said,  wool,  hides,  and 
lish.  As  many,  at  least,  as  thirteen  kinds  of  wool  are  enumerated — soma 
taking  name  from  their  colour  or  quality,  such  as  "white,"  "brown," 
"  middling,"  and  "  lambs ; "  others  distinguished  by  the  place  of  produc- 
tion or  export,  such  as  "Aberdeen's  wool,"  "Galloway  wool,"  "New- 
bottle  wool,"  and  "  Forest  wool" — that  is,  wool  from  the  sheepwalks  of 
Yarrow  and  Ettrick.  Only  two  sorts  of  hides  and  skins  are  distinguished 
— lentryu  wore  and  futefell.  The  fish  are  salmon,  and  now  and  then  a 
barrel  of  salmon  trouts,  and  salmon  grilse,  or  "  gryaollis,"  as  it  is  written. 
The  imports  are  of  almost  every  commodity  which  we  can  conceive  to 
bave  been  need  in  Scotland  in  that  age.  When  the  King's  Cidlege  at 
Aberdeen  was  to  be  built,  wheelbarrows  were  brought  from  the  Nether- 
lands ;  and  even  an  article  of  such  easy  manufacture  and  costly  carriage 
as  salt  is  imported  in  considerable  quantities,  doubtless,  for  curing  salmon, 
for  which,  as  I  learn  elsewhere,  Scotch  salt  was  held  unsuitable,  even  so 
late  as  the  reign  of  King  Charles  II,  The  staple  imports  were  manufac- 
tures of  silk,  liuen,  and  woollen ;  fruits,  spiceries,  and  drugs ;  jewellery 
and  plate  ;  and  wine,  of  which  four  sorts  are  distinguished — claret,  Gas- 
cony  claret,  Ehenish  wine,  and  malvoiaie.  John  of  Pennyeuik  imports 
an  image  of  St  Thorn  as -il-Bocket,  bought  from  a  painter  in  Antwerp. 
More  than  one  tombstone  is  shipped  to  a  Scottish  order  from  Middlehurg. 
Ouce  I  find  "  a  kist  of  buikis"  for  a  physician  in  Aberdeen,  and  once  a 
payment  to  a  bookbinder  in  Bruges.  Paper  is  often  named ;  and  there 
is  mention  of  pestles  and  mortars,  basins  of  brass,  chamber  mats,  mauy 
articles  of  church  plate,  gold  and  silver  foil,  vermiUion,  red  and  white 
lead,  beds  of  arras,  down  pillows,  and  pins. 

The  character  of  Ualyburton's  busiuees  will,  perhaps,  be  best  illustrated 
by  a  glance  at  the  account  of  one  of  bis  customers.  1  take  that  of 
Robert  Bellenden,  Abbot  uf  Ilolyruod,  of  whoso  munificence  we  have 


360  PKOCEEDINGS  OF  THE  SOCIETT  OF 

record  in  the  pages  of  his  kinsman,  the  translator  of  Hector  Boece's 
"  Chronicles  of  Scotland."  For  "  my  Lord  of  Holyroodhonse,"  then, 
as  he  is  styled,  our  merchant  sells  the  wool  of  the  sheep  which  ranged 
the  Ahhey's  pastures  in  Tweeddnle,  and  the  skins  and  hides  of  the  sheep 
and  cattle  which  were  slaughtered  for  the  tahle  at  Holyrood.  In  return, 
he  buys  claret  and  other  wines,  apples,  olives,  oranges,  figs,  raisins, 
almonds,  rice,  loaf  sugar,  ginger,  mace,  pepper,  saffron,  and  large  quan- 
tities of  apothecaries'  wares. 

There  is  frequent  mention  of  banks ;  but  it  need  scarcely  be  added  that 
no  Scottish  bank  is  named.  Halyburton  himself,  however,  performs  many 
of  the  offices  of  a  banker,  such  as  advancing  moneys,  and  paying  bills, 
and  making  remittances.  These  last  are  chiefly  to  Bome,  on  behalf  of 
churchmen,  for  the  purchase  of  bulls  and  dispensations.  When  occasion 
offers,  the  Conservator  is  found  standing  by  his  countrymen  like  a  true 
brother  Scot.  When  John  of  Tweedy  sickens  on  the  banks  of  the 
Scheldt,  our  merchant  sends  a  Scottish  priest  to  be  with  him  in  his  illness, 
and  at  his  death.  When  Kobert  Rhind  leaves  Middleburg  for  Calais, 
our  merchant  sends  a  messenger  after  him  to  warn  him  of  a  Lombard 
who  is  set  to  arrest  him  as  he  passes  through  Gravelines ;  bribes  a  bar- 
ber's son  to  bo  his  guide ;  and  gives  drink  silver  to  enable  him  to  pass 
through  the  ports  of  Bruges,  after  these  were  closed  for  the  night. 

The  course  of  trade  which  Halyburton's  ledger  brings  before  us  tallies 
to  the  letter  with  the  contemporary  description  of  Scottish  commerce 
which  we  possess  in  the  well-known  "Bibel  of  English  Policy" — a  rude 
metrical  tract,  believed  to  have  been  written  towards  the  close  of  the 
fifteenth  century.  Enumerating  the  exports  of  Scotland,  the  English 
author  says : — 

"  Also  over  all  Scotland  the  comodltcea 
Are  felles,  hides,  and  of  wolle  the  flees. 
All  this  must  passe  by  us  away, 
Into  Flaundres,  by  England,  it  is  no  nay." 

Tlie  Scottish  imports  from  Flanders,  the  staple  of  her  merchandise, 

are, — 

"  little  morcerye 

And  great  plenty  of  haberdasho  ware, 

And  with  cart  wholes  bare. 

And  barowes  are  laden  in  substaunce.*' 
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lu  other  words,   Scotland   exported  to  Flanders  fells  or  skins,   hides, 
and  wool,  and  imported  mercery,  haberdash^ery,  cart  wheels,  and  barrows. 


Monday,  13^A  February^  1860. 
Professor  J.  Y.  SIMPSON,  M.D.,  Vice-President,  in  the  Chair. 

The  following  Grentlemen  were  balloted  for  and  elected  Fellows  of 
the  Society : — 

George  J.  Allman,  M.D.,  RcgiuB  Professor  of  Natural  History, 

University  of  Edinburgh. 
Akdbew  Currie,  Esq.,  Sculptor,  Damiek. 
Rev.  John  Hannah,  D.C.L.,  Trinity  College,  Glenalmond. 
David  Milne  Home,  of  Milnegraden,  Esq. 
James  Reid,  Esq.,  Banker,  Edinburgh. 

Mr  Stuart  reported  that  the  arrangements  proposed  by  the  Council  for 
admission  to  the  Museum  had  now  been  sanctioned  by  the  Treasury  and 
the  Board  of  Manufactures.  By  these  the  Museum  is  to  be  open  to  the 
public,  free  of  charge,  on  Tuesday,  Wednesday,  and  Saturday,  and  on 
Thursday  and  Friday  at  a  charge  of  sixpence. 

The  Donations  to  the  Museum  and  Library  were  as  follows  : — 

Collection  of  Affghan  weapons,  &c.,  detailed  in  the  annexed  list,  and 
accompanied  with  the  following  note  to  the  Secretary : — 

"  I  beg  leave  to  send  you  herewith,  for  presentation  to  your  Society's 
Museum,  the  various  articles  specified  in  the  annexed  list,  which,  though 
not  strictly  ^  Antiquitiesj  may  possibly,  for  the  sake  of  comparison  with 
similar  objects  in  the  Museum,  be  considered  as  forming  an  acceptable 
addition  to  the  Society's  treasures. 

"  The  whole  of  these  articles  were  collected  by  my  late  brother,  Major 
Alexander  Robertson,  of  the  Bengal  Artillery,  in  the  course  of  campaigns 
in  which  he  was  engaged  in  India ;  and  the  dates,  places,  and  manner  of 
their  acquisition  will  be  found  specified  in  the  annexed  list.     For  this 
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reason  the  articles  in  question  are  viewed  with  much  interest  by  my 
family  and  myself;  and  accordingly,  in  now  presenting  them  to  the 
Society,  I  have  merely  to  request  that,  in  so  far  as  consistent  with  your 
arrangements,  these  articles  may  be  kept  as  much  as  possible  together, 
and  that,  as  labelled  and  catalogued,  they  may  be  specially  associated 
with  the  name  of  my  late  brother  as  their  collector." 

LIST  OF  ARTICLKS  BEFERRED  TO. 

An  Afighan  Knife  got  in  the  Khyber  Pass  when  forced  in  January  and 
April  1842  ; 

A  Suit  of  Seikh  Armour,  got  before  Mooltan,  January  1849  ;  consisting 
of  solid  steel  head-piece,  with  chain  hood  attached ;  chain  shirt  or  coat, 
with  leggings  to  correspond ;  and  solid  steel  armlets  (inlaid),  with  chain 
gauntlets  attached ; 

A  Seikh  Goorchara's  Jacket  (green  cloth,  embroidered),  taken  on  the 
field  of  Goojerat,  21st  February  1849  ; 

A  Googeratee  Sword  and  Scabbard,  also  taken  there,  having  a  Persian 
inscription  on  the  blade  ; 

Three  Seikh  Matchlocks,  also  taken  at  Goojerat — two  of  them  with 
curiously-wrought  barrels,  and  the  third  with  bronzed  barrel  inlaid ; 

Eight  Burmese  Books  or  MSS.,  taken  from  the  monasteries  at  Prome, 
when  the  place  was  captured  on  9th  October  1852. 

By  Geo.  B.  Robertson,  Esq.,  W.S.,  Deputy  Keeper  of  Records,  H.M. 
General  Register-House,  Edinburgh,  F.S.A.  Scot. 

Two  leaf- shaped  flint  Arrow-Heads,  and  Arrow- Head  with  stem  and 
barbs,  found  in  the  parishes  of  Bimie  and  St  Andrews  Lhanbryd,  Elgin. 
By  Geo.  B.  Robebtson,  Esq.,  W.S.,  F.S.A.  Scot. 

Two  rudely-formed  flint  leaf-shaped  Arrow-Heads,  and  two  flint  Arrow- 
Heads  with  barbs  and  stem ;  found  in  the  sandhills  at  Moy,  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Forres.    By  Miss  Sophia  Gumming  of  Altyre. 

Leaf-shaped  flint  Arrow-Head,  found  in  the  parish  of  Alford,  Aber- 
deenshire.   By  Joseph  Robebtson,  Esq.,  F.S.A.  Scot. 

Bronze  Dagger  or  Spear-Head,  with  narrow  blade,  13  inches  in 
length  ;  found  near  the  Roman  camp  at  Ardoch.  By  Mr.  W.  Maokbnzis, 
Blackford. 
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Three  sun-dried  Bricks,  from  the  western  bank  of  the  Nile,  near 
Thebes,  stamped  with  various  devices ;  and 

Five  Mummy  Ibises,  from  Sakkara  Mummy-pits.  Two  are  in  narrow 
clay  jars,  16  inches  high.     By  Miss  L.  L.  Trottxb  of  Dreghom. 

"  The  bricks  were  taken  from  a  *  crude  brick  enclosure*  on  the  western 
bank  of  the  Nile  at  Thebes,  about  half-way  between  the  temple-palace 
of  Groumoo  and  the  Bameseum  or  Memnomium.  This  enclosure  (vide 
Sir  G.  Wilkinson's  "  Modem  Egypt  and  Thebes")  "  contained  within  it 
a  sandstone  temple,  dating  probably  in  the  reign  of  the  third  Thothmes, 
whose  name  is  stamped  on  the  bricks,  and  who  appears  to  have  been  the 
contemporary  of  Moses."  The  bricks  were  originally  16  or  18  inches  in 
length,  but  were  reduced  in  size  in  order  to  pack  them  more  easily. 
Although  they  were  all  taken  from  the  same  wall,  the  bricks  are  variously 
stamped.  They  have  all  a  ^^  Sun"  and  a  ^'  Scarabeus,"  but  the  rest  of 
the  impression  is  different  in  them  all.  Three  have  been  sent.  In  one, 
though  unfortunately  broken,  the  c6trtouche  is  very  distinct.  Four  Mum- 
mied Ibises  have  been  sent — two  of  them  in  the  cylindrical  earthenware 
jars  in  which  they  were  originally  hermetically  sealed,  and  in  which  they 
are  closely  packed  in  the  Sakkara  mummy  pits,  which  extend  nearly 
from  Sakkara  to  Memphis,  many  feet  below  the  surface  of  the  ground. 
A  broken  one  which  has  been  sent  will  be  found  to  be  an  Ibis,  as  the 
feathers,  quills,  and  bones  of  the  legs  show.  Small  shells  are  also  some- 
times found  inside  them." 

Bronze  Axe-Head  or  Celt,  6  inches  long,  and  4  inches  across  face ; 
found  at  Inchnadamf,  Sutherlandshire.  By  Abthur  Mitchsll,  M.D., 
Deputy-Commissioner  in  Lunacy. 

Gold  Armlet,  formed  of  a  twisted  fillet  of  gold,  with  hooked  extre- 
mities, and  weighing  8  pennyweights ;  found  in  a  Pictish  Burg  at  the 
head  of  Lochbroom,  Boss-shire.  By  Hugh  Mackjsnzib,  Esq.,  of  Ardross, 
through  W.  F.  Skene,  Esq.,  F.S.A.  Scot. 

Specimen  of  so-called  "  Coal  King- Money,"  consisting  of  a  disk  of  jet 
or  bituminous  shale  7  inches  across,  with  a  perforation  in  the  centre  2 J 
inches  diameter,  and  IJ  inch  thick.  By  Mr  Young,  plumber,  Dunse, 
through  David  Milne  Home,  Esq. 

This  article  was  found  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Dunse,  Berwickshire, 
~^tate  of  the   Marquis  of  Breadalbane.     Mr  Young,  plumber. 
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Dunse,  having  contracted  to  lay  met«l  pipes  to  conduct  water  into  the 
town,  he  employed  labourerB  to  cut  a  track  for  the  pipes.  In  cuttiug 
this  track  (March  lJ?o9),  hia  people,  when  at  tbe  foot  of  Harden'e  Hill, 
anJ  at  a  depth  of  aboat  two  feet  from  the  eurface,  iu  a  grass  field,  about 
live  bnndred  yards  from  Harden's  House,  found  tbe  article  in  question, 
and  delivered  it  to  Mr.  Young.  Mr.  Milne  Home,  of  Milnegraden, 
having  seen  it  in  Mr  Young's  shop  in  Dunse,  in  January  1860,  asked 
liim  to  send  it  to  the  Museum  of  the  Antiquarian  Society  in  Edinburgh, 
wbicb  be  readily  consented  to  do.  It  has  been  esamtned  by  several 
mineralogiste  and  chemists,  who  agree  iu  thinking  that  the  stone  of  which 
the  article  is  composed  is  a  species  of  coarse  jet,  not  known  to  occur  in 
Scotland,  but  common  in  the  Lias  districts  of  England.  Mr  Alexander 
Dryson,  Edinburgh,  mentions  that  there  was  formerly  in  England  what 
is  called  "  coal  moneij,"  and  that  he  has  in  his  private  collection  several 
specimens  of  this  coal  money,  resembling  this  article  in  shape  and  mate- 
rial, but  less  than  half  of  its  size.  Something  similar  ie  said  to  Lave  been 
found  in  a  Pict's  house  iu  the  Orkneys." 

Blank  Commission,  signed  by  Prince  Charles  Edward,  dated  Perth,  7th 
rSeptomber  1745,  being  one  of  several  intrusted  to  Evan  Macpherson,  who 
was  engaged  at  the  time  in  raising  forces  for  the  ser^dce  of  Prince  Charles 
Edward.  By  Clcny  Macfsbbbon,  through  Fkancis  Abbott,  Esq.,  F.S.A. 
Scot. 

Stereoscopic  Photograph  of  a.  Stone  Cist  opened  at  Woodhill,  in  Perth- 
Bhire,  in  1857  ;  and  a  large  Photograph  of  an  Um  found  in  the  cist.  By 
Jambs  Miln  of  Murie,  Esq.,  Perthshire,  F.S.A.  Scot. 

The  cist  measured  40  inches  iu  length,  25  inches  in  breadth,  and  23 
inches  in  depth,  and  lay  in  the  direction  of  N.W.  The  upper  slab  con- 
sisted of  red  sandstone,  the  sides  of  grey  pavement,  like  Carmyllie  stone 
the  bottom  being  gravel ;  and  it  measured  about  six  feet  from  the  bottom 
of  cist  to  the  surface  of  the  ground.  The  cist  contained  a  Ekeleton 
doubled  up,  and  lying  on  its  side,  and  much  decayed  ;  and  a  bowl -shaped 
urn  in  one  of  the  corners.  The  urn  is  about  C  inches  in  diameter,  and 
about  4  inches  high ;  it  is  ornamented  with  3  belts  or  series  of  small 
circular  depressions,  separated  from  each  other  by  three  bands  of  triple 
lines. 

The  Smithsonian  Contributions  to  Knowledge.    Vol.  X.,  4to.     Wash- 
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ington,  1857.     Annual  Report  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  for  the 
year  1857.    8vo.    By  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  Washington. 

History  of  Dumbartonshire,  Civil,  Ecclesiastical,  and  Territorial ;  by 
Joseph  Irving.  4to.  Dumbarton,  1860.  By  A.  Dennistoun  Brown, 
Esq.,  F.S.A.  Scot. 

Reminiscences  of  General  Sir  Thomas  Makdougall  Brisbane,  Bart. 
4to.  1860.  By  the  Executors  of  the  late  Sir  Thomas  M.  Brisbane,  Bart., 
F.S.A.,  Scot. 

Historical  Sketches  of  the  Parish  of  Cambusnethan.  12mo.  Wish  aw 
1859.    By  the  Author,  the  Rev.  Peter  Brown,  Wishaw. 

Rubbing  of  the  Brass  of  Sir  Roger  de  Trumpington  of  Trumpington, 
Cambridgeshire.     By  George  Le  Blano,  Esq. 

Eight  Keys  on  an  iron  ring  or  loop,  which  is  connected  by  a  joint 
with  an  oval  disc  of  iron,  ornamented  with  perforations,  and  terminating 
in  a  hook,  apparently  for  attaching  the  keys  to  the  girdle.  The  keys 
vary  in  length  from  3 J  to  4^  inches  ;  five  of  them  have  solid  stems,  the 
others  are  tubular.  The  keys  were  found  in  Lochleven ;  they  are  cor- 
roded by  rust,  but  show  traces  of  ornament  on  the  handles  and  st^mp. 
(See  annexed  Communication  by  Mr  Annan.) 

Two  Lithographs  of  Keys,  also  found  in  Lochleven,  now  in  the  pos- 
session of  William  P.  Adam  of  Blairadam,  Esq.,  M.P. ; 

Sandstone  Ball,  or  Stone  Shot,  measuring  8  inches  in  diameter ;  found 
on  Lochleven  Castle  Island  with  about  thirty  others,  varying  on  an  ave- 
rage from  8  to  10  inches  in  diameter ;  and 

Portion  of  Calvarium  of  a  Human  Skull  from  St  Serf's  Island, Lochleven. 

By  Robert  Annan,  Esq.,  Surgeon,  Kinross. 

The  following  Communications  were  read : — 


STATEMENT  RELATIVE  TO  THE  REMOVAL  OF  ST  MARGARET'S 
WELL.    By  DAVID  LAING,  Esq.,  V.P.S.A.  Scot. 

It  will  be  in  remembrance  that  a  Committee  of  the  Society  suggested 
the  expediency  of  removing  St  Margaret's  Well,  near  Restalrig,  and  re- 
constructing it  at  the  eastern  end  of  St  Anthony's  Loch,  in  the  Queen's 
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Park.  At  a  subsequent  meeting  (on  the  9th  of  March  1857,  see  Pro- 
ceedings, vol.  ii.  p.  379),  Mr  Stuart,  Secretary,  having  read  Bome  corres- 
pondence on  this  subject,  it  was  resolved — 

"  That  the  Society  having  obtained  from  the  Directors  of  the  Kortb 
British  Kailway  full  jjermisaion  for  tho  removal  of  the  Well,  so  as  lo 
allow  of  its  being  reconetructed  in  the  immediate  vicinity,  within  the 
Queen's  Park,  under  tho  direction  of  the  Right  Hon.  the  Commissioners 
of  Her  Majesty's  Works  and  Public  Buildings,  it  would  be  altogether 
beyond  the  province  of  the  Society  to  undertake  the  responsibility  and 
expense  of  removing  the  Well ;  .  ■  .  but  the  Society  would  willingly 
approve  of  any  private  arrangementa  by  which  this  object  mjgbt  be 
accomplished." 

I  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  enter  upon  any  statemeDt  regarding  the 
subsequent  negotiations  witli  the  Bailway  Company  and  other  parties. 
But  liaviog  given  the  guarantee  required  towards  the  expense  of  taking 
down  the  interior  portion  of  the  Well,  in  terms  of  the  condition  imposed 
by  the  Chief  Commissioner  for  Public  Works,  this  matter  has  at  length 
been  accomplished,  under  the  direction  of  Robert  Mathoson,  Esq.,  of 
H.M.  Office  of  Works,  to  whom  the  best  thanks  of  the  Society  are  due. 
The  interior  of  the  Well  waa  removed  stone  by  stone  ;  and  this  removal, 
owing  to  the  unventilated  state  of  the  damp  enclosure  since  the  rail- 
way buddings  were  erected  over  it,  woe  found  not  to  have  been  done 
one  day  sooner  than  was  required.  It  may  further  serve  to  lessen  any 
regret  that  might  be  felt  at  such  a  removal,  to  learn,  that  the  water 
which  supplied  tho  Well  so  copiously  in  its  original  state  bag  for  several 
months  disappeared,  and  found  for  itself  another  channel. 

The  site  first  proposed  at  the  east  end  of  tho  Loch  was  found  to  be  alto- 
gether unsuitable,  not  only  as  the  spring  of  water  did  not  rise  to  a  suffi- 
cient beight,  but  the  rebuilding  would  have  required  a  raised  terrace  to 
be  constrncted,  at  no  small  expense.  The  present  site  on  the  north 
slope  of  Salisbury  Crags,  towards  the  south  side  of  the  Palace,  was  con- 
sidered equally  eligible ;  and  the  stones  having  been  numberetl,  the 
interior  of  the  Well,  as  stated,  is  now  rebuilt,  in  the  same  form  and 
model,  close  to  a  spring  formerly  called  St  David's  Well.  Its  exposed 
condition,  indeed,  baa  rendered  the  addition  of  an  iron  grating  or  door 
indispensable,  as  the  idle  crowds  who  frequent  that  locality  might  other- 
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wise  destroy  the  Interior  of  the  WelJ,  Tbo  Well,  indeed,  cannot,  I  am 
Borry  to  say,  at  present  boast  of  its  original  fresh  and  cheerful  appear- 
ance ;  still  I  entertain  the  hope  that  Mr  Matheson  will  ultimately  adopt 
some  plan  to  give  its  exterior  a  more  ornamental  character. 

It  is  aleo  desirable  that  means  be  provided  fur  visitors  taking  a  draught 
of  the  spring,  which  gushes  fortli  as  freshly  as  it  ilid  eight  centuries  ago, 
when  we  may  suppose  it  firat  obtained  its  name  from  the  Royal  founder 
of  the  adjoining  Abbey  of  Holyrood. 


KOTICE  OF  AN  OLD  GAELIC  POEM  FOUND  AMONG  THE  PAPEBS  OF 
THE  FAMILY  OF  FA3SIEFERN.    By  the  Bey.  THOMAS  HACLAUCH- 

LAN,  F.S.A.SeoT. 

The  MS.  which  forms  the  subject  of  this  paperwaa  banded  to  the  author 
by  the  Rev.  Archibald  Clerk,  of  Kilmalie.  In  preparing  for  the  press  the 
interesting  volume  which  he  has  lately  published,  on  the  life  of  tbo  late 
Colttoel  Cameron  of  the  92d,  who  fell  on  the  field  of  Quatre  Bras,  he  was 
led  to  look  minutely  over  a  large  collection  of  family  papers.  Among 
these  ho  found  a  loose  sheet,  containing  a  short  Gaelic  [loem  (which  is 
now  exhibited)  ;  and,  although  having  no  connexion  with  tbo  subject  of 
hie  search,  he  observed  that  it  possessed  other  features  of  interest.  In 
an  accompanying  letter,  Mr  Clerk  says,  the  writing  can  be  easily  proved 
to  be  older  than  1766.  This  is  no  very  ancient  date ;  but  the  fragment 
does  not  depend  so  much  on  its  date  for  its  interest  as  on  its  other  pecn- 
liaiities.  It  is  well  known  to  all  interested  in  Celtic  literature,  that 
while  the  Scottish  and  Irish  dialects  of  the  Gaelic  language  differ  con- 
siderably, the  same  style  of  orthography  is  now  used  in  writing  both. 
That  orthography  is  manifestly  of  a  very  ancient  date,  having  originated 
in  the  early  ecclesiastical  establishments  of  Ireland  and  Scotland.  It 
was  based  on  truly  philosophical  principles,  and  was  an  indication  of  the 
high  caltivation  to  which  the  Gaelic  language  was  early  subjected.  It 
may  appear  eomowliat  cumbrous  to  a  classical  or  English  scholar,  but 
that  arises  from  the  limited  power  of  the  Boman  letters  to  exjiress  the 
I  from  anything  unphilosophical  in  their 
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application.  The  gattural  Bounds  of  the  Gaelic  have  no  letters  to  repre- 
sent them  in  the  Rom nn  alphabet;  the  eame  is  true  of  the  brood  or 
palatal  l,a  sound  which  it  ia  almost  impossible  fora  Saxon  even  to  conceive. 
Henco  tho  necessity  for  the  multiplying  of  articulations,  giving  the  lan- 
guage to  an  unpractised  eye  the  appearance  of  hopelesB  confusion  and  iire- 
gnUrity.  The  constant  use  of  the  tetter  h  has  more  especially  this  aspect. 
It  seems  to  appear  in  all  circumstances,  and  serving  all  purposes ;  and 
yet  there  are  few  unnecessary  A'a  in  the  language.  It  is  used  chiefly  for 
the  puri>ose  of  aspiration,  as  Gaelic  grammarians  call  it.  Words  be- 
ginning, in  their  nominative  case  absolute,  with  the  letters  m  or  />,  and 
Hounded  accordingly,  have  often  in  that  and  other  cases  to  appear  with 
the  initial  sound  of  v;  those  in  p,  with  that  of/;  those  in  /and  s,  with 
a  mere  aspiration  ;  those  in  g  and  d,  with  a  guttural  y.  Thus  "  muir  "  be- 
comes "vuir,"  "fear"  becomes  "ear,"  "suil"  becomes  "huil,"  "geug" 
becomes  "  yeug."  These  changes  are  said  by  recent  grammarians — but 
inaccurately  in  some  cases,  as  where  aspiration  decides  the  gender  of  a 
word — to  be  required  not  ao  much  by  the  grammatical  inflection  of  the 
words  aa  by  euphony.  Tho  terminal  changes  are  said  to  be  inflectional, 
the  initial  euphonious.  But  they  belong  to  the  language,  and  must  be 
expressed  in  its  orthography.  Two  methods  of  doing  so  exist.  The 
one  is  by  writing  the  words  as  they  are  sounded  ;  thus,  "  muir  "  becoming 
"  vuir,"  "  suil "  becoming  "  huil."  But  that  implies  a  radical  change  iu 
tho  various  forms  of  the  same  word,  and  goes  to  the  entire  obliteration 
of  anything  like  orthographical  resemblances,  presenting  the  most  for- 
midable diflloulties  to  tho  learner.  In  fact,  to  write  Gaelic  as  we  write 
English  would,  from  the  peculiarities  of  the  language,  render  its  acquisi- 
tion a  matter  of  almost  insuperable  difBculty.  The  other  method  is  that 
which  has  been  adopted,  viz,,  to  insert  a  letter  h  after  a  consonant,  as  is 
done  in  Scotland,  or  a  point  above  it,  as  is  done  in  Ireland,  to  indicate 
that  it  must  undergo  aspiration.  This  is  our  present  system,  and  once 
the  peculiarities  of  it  are  mastered,  no  system  can  appear  simpler  or 
more  truly  philosophical.  The  radical  forms  of  all  words,  a  matter  of  so 
much  importanceinfamiliarising  the  oyo  with  a  written  language,  are  thus 
retained,  and  "  muir  "  becomes  "  mhuir,''  "  muir,"  vuir,  by  inserting  an 
A  or  a  point.  The  only  other  method  besides  these  that  could  well  exist 
ia  that  of  adopting  a  different  alphabet ;  and  there  have  not  been  want- 
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ing  soholan  who  have  proposed  the  adopting  of  the  Greek  alphabet  for 
the  (Gaelic  language.  And  unquestionably  the  x  ^^^  ^^®  V  would  be 
terj  important  acquisitions,  and  would  save  our  ancient  tongue  from 
many  groundless  and  foolish  animadversions.  But  progress  in  the  mul- 
tiplication of  alphabets  is  not  progress  in  a  right  direction.  Were  it 
possible,  it  would  be  desirable  that  the  world  possessed  but  one.  It  may 
not  be  possible  to  bring  all  mankind  to  the  use  of  one  language,  but 
BOiely  it  is  possible  to  bring  them  to  the  use  of  one  alphabet.  And 
while  on  this  subject,  it  may  not  be  out  of  place  to  say  that  the  Irish 
have  neither  been  doing  themselves  nor  their  literature  any  service  by 
retaining  the  use  of  the  old  Saxon  alphabet.  There  are  many,  we  doubt 
not,  who  would  give  their  language  more  of  their  attention,  and  labour 
for  its  acquisition,  were  it  not  for  the  necessity,  at  the  very  outset,  of 
familiarising  themselves  with  a  new  character. 

The  phonetic  style  of  orthography  referred  to  above  has  been  to 
some  extent  practised  among  the  writers  of  Scottish  Gaelic.  This 
kind  of  orthography,  the  peculiarity  of  which  is  that  the  words  are 
spelled  just  as  they  are  sounded,  is  indeed  well  known  among  the  Celtic 
races ;  it  is,  in  fact,  that  which  is  employed  by  the  greater  number  of 
them.  Any  one  acquainted  in  the  slightest  degree  with  the  Manx,  the 
Welsh,  the  ancient  Cornish,  or  the  Armorican,  must  be  aware  of  this 
fact.  All  these  languages  have,  in  the  writing  of  them,  the  words 
written  in  Boman  letters  as  they  are  sounded ;  with  this  distinction,  that 
the  Welsh  have  attached  sounds  of  their  own  to  some  of  the  letters,  as 
ihe^  the  dd,  the  U,  the  ti,  the  y — an  arrangement  which  the  peculiarities 
of  the  language  itself  require.  But  this  phonetic  style  of  writing  was 
entizely  unknown  among  Irish  scholars,  even  of  the  very  earliest  ages, 
and  baa  not  apparently  prevailed  to  any  great  extent  in  Scotland.  The 
only  specimen  of  it  hitherto  known  has  been  Dean  McGregor's  MS.,  of 
whidh  the  writer  of  this  paper  furnished  some  notices  to  the  Society  a  few 
jmam  ago^  and  in  which  both  the  Irish  and  Scottish  dialects  are  written 
ID  a  phonetic  orthography,  neither  the  same  with  that  of  the  Welsh 
or  of  the  Manx,  and  yet  an  orthography  so  regular  and  so  fixed,  from 
beginiUDg  to  end  of  the  compilation,  that  it  is  impossible  to  believe  that 
it  originated  with  Dean  McGregor,  or  was  not  generally  known  and  used. 
rhe  fragment  to  which  I  now  call  the  attention  of  the  Society  is  in  the 
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identical  orthography  of  McGregor's  collection,  but  of  a  date  at  least  two 
hundred  years  later.  It  is  entitled,  "  A  Song  composed  by  a  Priest  to  a 
Lady  after  her  Death.''  It  is  an  elegy,  perhaps,  on  one  of  the  Fassiefem 
family,  much  in  the  usual  style  of  such  compositions  among  the  baids, 
and  of  very  considerahle  poetical  merit.  It  is  in  pure  Scottish  Graelic, 
just  such  as  is  spoken  and  written  at  this  present  day.  The  poem  is 
given  here  in  the  orthography  adopted  in  the  MS.  (No.  I.) ;  and,  corre- 
sponding to  it  I  have  given  the  modem  orthography  (No.  II.)  A  trans- 
lation follows. 


No.  I. 

GRAN  REINia  LE  8AKART  DO  VRUI 
OUSAL  AN  DEYIJ  A  BASH. 

In  nanir  cliun  mo  mo  cbadul 
Nach  ro  agnm  in  nour  a  dusk  me 
Sha  mo  ichiiinichig  nach  boy  uh 
Yak  in  doriis  or  mo  hnlin 
Cha  dour  me  yit  ach  shola  rouar 
Strou  nach  ro  im  broutar  batich 
Go  faikin  gach  nee  mo  court  dut 
Gin  ouakle  om  houn  go  mattin. 


Vein  mo  hulin  mur  baust 
Gaurk  er  altich  do  phers 
Turlich  holis  sclan  darsich 
Chosin  graieh  gach  armin  Tukol 
Do  vunail  mur  kannach  sletiv 
Do  yed  gle  gal  is  do  veil  mechar 
Do  chorp  na  uran  des  daloich 
Calapanin  mar  alabastir. 

Bevin  usolas  lem  chlouscn 

Do  chaint  hourk  is  do  yloir  hatnich 

Bo  veena  lum  na  koil  organ 

Vic  ikestich  ree  to  chora  blast 

Lara  tu  go  fisrich  oilich 

Lara  tu  go  conart  spesal 

Lara  tu  Je  roson  barrant 

Cha  varral  churig  fcch  ort. 


No.n. 

GRAN  RINNEADH   LE   SAGART  DO  MHNAOI 
UASAL  AN  DEIOH  A  bIiS. 

An  ainnir  a  chunnaic  mi  a*m  chodal 
Nach  robh  agam  an  uair  a  dhuisg  mi, 
Is  e  mi  chuimhneachadh  nach  beo  thn, 
Dh'fh^g  an  doirteadh's  air  mo  shiiilibh, 
Cha  d'fhuair  mi  dhiot  ach  sealladh  mathar, 
'Struagh   nach  robh    am   bruadar  *n  a 

b'fhaide, 
Gu  'm  faicinn  gach  ni  mu'n  cuairt  dnit, 
Gun  m'  fhuasgladh  o'm  shuain  gu  ma- 

duinn. 

Bhitheadh  mo  shuilean  mar  a  b'fLbhaist, 
'G  amharc  air  aillteachd  do  phearsa, 
D'urla  sholuis  's  gloine  dearrsaidh, 
Choisinn  griulh  gach  armuinn  bheachdail. 
Do  mhuineal  mar  chanach  sl^ibhte, 
Do  dheud  gle  gheal  *U8  do  bheul  meachar, 
Do  chorp  'n  a  fhidran  deas  dealbhach, 
Calpanan  mar  alabastair. 

B  'aoibhinn  an  sblas  le  *m  chluasaibh, 
Do  ohiiiunt  shuairc  's  do  ghlbir  thaitneach, 
Bu  bhinne  learn  no  cebl  orgain, 
Blii'g  oisdoaclul  ri  do  ehomhradli  blasda 
LabliriuUi  tu  ^i  fioarach  eolach, 
Lubhradli  tu  ^'u  comhnard  speiseal, 
Labhradh  tu  lo  reusan  barrant, 
Clia  bharail  a  chuireadh  f^ich  ort. 
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Yanat  er  in  atrij  onsal 
Nglana  va  fout  reit  havie 
Gun  anait  er  a  cholin  freesol 
In  tanum  ro  breeg  is  calick 
Gun  anit  ort  Ton  va  ut  lenon 
Gum  bi  tn  go  bannoll  baigoil 
Gum  bi  to  go  brieroch  skailoch 
Gum  bi  tu  go  keiloch  naroch. 

Cha  to  Teul  u  et  na  barol 
Bi  tu  barrich  na  ban  alin 
Bi  tu  fenix  na  ban  femol 
Bi  tu  echkok  treich  staol 
San  it  choirlich  yot  u  fousklich 
In  nour  vie  douress  er  do  chartiv 
Va  u  Ian  mishnich  agis  kroutal 
Gach  art  vouy  fout  reet  nator. 

[A  reUffiaus  verse  left  out.] 

Catigh  ga  an  glikis  yoni 
Nis  for  nach  beo  u  Anna 
Catigh  an  gavi  geolie  gintie 
Catigh  an  eirin  catigh  glonigh 
Catigh  gave  in  laoirit  vlash 
Catigh  an  gave  in  reason  conie 
Catigh  gave  gulin  bonaU 
Nis  Anna  o  nach  beo  u. 

Strou  lem  do  clan  vi  na  doora 
Strou  lem  bron  vi  er  in  cartiv 
Strou  leom  do  pearich  an  deorich 
Mad  yeain  is  nach  dean  e  stawe  yaie 
Strou  leom  trom  oenich  do  vrairin 
Is  nach  douar  parlie  on  eige  yout 
Vo  nach  aick  me  go  la  vra 
Mo  vennight  go  paras  De  jnt. 


Dh*  aithnichte  air  an  aitreabh  uasal, 
An  gloine  bha  fuaighte  ri  d'  sLbhaist, 
Gun  aithnichte  air  a  choluinn  phriseil, 
An  t-anam  *s  an  robh  brigh  'us  ciileachd, 
Gun  aithnichte  ort  o  bha  thu  *ad  leanamh, 
Gum  bitheadh  tu  gu  banail  baigheal, 
Gum  bitheadh  tu  gu  briathrach  sgeulach, 
Gum  bitheadh  tu  gu  ciaUach  niLrach. 

Cha  do  mheall  thu  iad  'n  am  barail, 
Bu  tu  barraich  nam  ban  ^uinn, 
Bu  tu  Phenics  nam  ban  feumail, 
Bu  tu  eachdag  treabhach  st&thail ; 
Is  ann  a'd  chomhairle  gheibhte  fuasgladh, 
'N  uair  bhitheadh  diiiras  air  do  chairdibh, 
Bha  thu  Ian  misnich  agus  cruadail, 
Gach  ard  bhuaidh  fuaighte  ri'd  nadur. 


C*aite  an  gabh  an  gliocas  cbmhuuidh, 
Nise  o  nach  beb  thu  Anna  ? 
C*aite  an  gabh  an  gealladh  cinnteach, 
C'aite  an  fhirinn,  c'aite  an  gloine  ? 
C'aite  an  gabh  an  labhairt  bhlasda, 
C'aite  an  gabh  an  reuson  comhnuidh  ? 
C'aite  an  gabh  an  giMan  banail, 
Nise,  Anna,  o  nach  beb  thu  ? 

'Struagh  leam  do  chlann  bhi  'n  an  deoir, 
'Struagh  leam  brbn  bhi  air  an  cairdibh, 
'Struagh  leam  do  pheathraichean  deurach, 
Ma  'd  dheighinn  's  nach  dean  e  st&  dhoibh  ; 
'Struagh  leam  oenaich  do  bhraithrean, 
'S  nach  d'fhuair  parlaidh  o'n  eug  dhuit, 
0  nach  fhaio  mi  gu  la  a  bhr&th  thu, 
Mo  bheannachd  gu  Parras  Dh6  dhuit. 


Translation. 

BONO  BY  A  PRIEST  TO  A  LADY  AFTER  HER  DEATH. 

The  maid  whom  I  saw  in  my  sleep, 

I  had  her  not  when  I  had  wakened ; 

It  is  the  remembrance  that  thou  art  dead 

That  has  left  this  shedding  of  tears  on  my  eyes ; 


2c2 
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I  got  of  thee  bat  a  pMdng  glimpee, 
It  IB  sad  that  the  dream  was  not  more  lasting. 
That  I  might  see  ererything  abont  thee, 
Without  any  break  in  mj  sleep  till  morning. 

My  oyes  would  be,  as  nsnal, 

Surveying  the  beauty  of  thy  person  ; 

Thy  countenance,  like  light  so  shining, 

Winning  love  from  wisest  men ; 

Thy  neck  like  the  downy  grass  of  the  mountain ; 

Thy  teeth  so  white,  thy  mouth  so  comely ; 

Thy  form  like  a  well-formed  plant ; 

Thy  limbe  like  alabaster. 

Men  knew  by  its  noble  dwelling 
How  excellent  was  thy  nature ; 
Men  know  by  the  form  of  thy  body 
That  within  were  power  and  virtue ; 
It  was  known  by  thee  in  thy  childhood 
That  thou  wouldst  be  womanly  and  soft, 
That  thou  wouldst  talk  well  and  wisely, 
That  thou  wouldst  have  sense  and  modesty. 

Nor  didst  thou  deceive  them  in  thoir  opinion : 
Thou  wert  the  first  of  choicest  women  ; 
Thou  wert  the  Phoenix  of  the  most  useful ; 
Thou  wert  a  charmer,  noble,  enterprising ; 
Thy  counsel  loosed  from  difficulties 
While  other  friends  were  at  a  loss ; 
Thou  wert  full  of  courage  and  hardihood  ; 
Every  excellency  knit  to  thy  nature. 

Where  will  wisdom  have  its  dwelling. 
Now,  Anne,  that  thou  no  more  livest  ? 
Where  the  sure  and  certain  promise  ? 
Where  will  truth  now  dweU,  and  pureness  ? 
Whore  will  dwell  the  sweetest  speech  ? 
Where  will  reason  have  its  dwelling  ? 
Where  vdU  dwell  womanly  bearing. 
Now,  Anne,  that  thou  no  more  livest  ? 

I  mourn  thv  chilvlrou,  now  ir.A  !.  rr;  luir.s  . 
I  mourn  thy  iri-:::  Is.  s<>  WW-,  i  wit:.  >.'rrow  ; 
I  mourn  thy  .<i>::r<.  n.>\v  >  »  t' ariul 
For  thtv.  whilo  ;ill  is  uuav.iiliii::  : 
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I  mourn  the  heavy  sighs  of  thy  brothers, 

While  death  would  give  thee  no  delay. 

As  tiU  the  judgment  I  shall  not  see  thee, 

My  blessing  go  with  thee  to  the  Paradise  of  Gfod.^ 

It  is  manifest,  from  the  McGregor  MS.  along  with  this  fragment,  that 
two  systems  of  orthography  existed  in  the  Highlands  side  by  side  for 
several  centuries — ^what  is  now  called  the  Irish,  which  came  finally  to 
prevail  in  all  Gaelic  writing ;  and  the  phonetic,  which  has  been  adopted 
by  the  Welsh,  Bretons,  and  Manx.  It  is  worthy  of  observation  that  the 
two  existing  specimens  of  phonetic  writing  were  found  towards  the  central 
parts  of  the  Highlands,  and  thus  farthest  away  from  Irish  influence, 
McGregor  having  been  a  native  of  Perthshire,  and  the  writer  of  these  verses 
probably  a  native  of  Lochaber.  Not  a  fragment  of  Gaelic  writing  in  the 
Irish  character  and  orthography  (with  the  exception  of  the  recently  dis- 
covered Book  of  Deer,  a  remnant  of  Culdee  scholarship)  has  been  disco- 
vered as  having  been  written  previous  to  last  century,  in  any  portion  of 
the  central  or  eastern  Highlands ;  while  abundant  remains  of  that  de- 
scription have  been  found  as  written  in  the  Hebrides  and  on  the  west 
coast  of  Argyllshire.  And  the  only  remains  we  have  so  far  as  yet  dis- 
covered are  of  a  different  description,  being  either  in  the  modem 
Boman  or  Saxon  character,  and  in  an  orthography  purely  phonetic. 
Does  not  this  fact  suggest  some  historical  inferences  of  importance  ? 
Does  it  not  suggest  very  manifestly  the  inference,  that,  while  Irish  in- 
fluence was  very  powerfully  felt  on  the  west  coast  of  Scotland,  the  large 
body  of  the  people  in  the  central  and  eastern  Highlands  were  strangers 
to  that  influence,  and  with  regard  to  their  literature,  as  well  as  their 
history,  followed  a  course  of  their  own ;  and  may  it  not  also  shed  some 
light  on  the  question  as  to  whether  the  Scottish  Highlanders  are,  as  an 
entire  people,  simply  an  Irish  colony  ? 

1  A  Gaelic  copy  of  this  song  is  given  in  Gillies'  "  Collection  of  Gaelic  Poetry." 
Perth,  1786,  It  is  there  called,  '*Do  mhnaoi  uasail  ann  an  Gleanngaraidh,"  To  a 
Lady  in  Olengarry, 
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III. 

NOTICE  OF  THE  EXCAVATION  OF  A  CAIKN  AT   R08EISLE;   IN  A 
LETTER  FROM  LADY  DUNBAR  TO  COSMO  INNES,  Esq.,  F.EkA.  Boor. 

Mr  Innes  communicated  a  note  describing  the  opening  of  a  cairn  in 
Morayshire,  which  he  had  received  from  Lady  Dunbar  of  Duffus,  in  the 
following  terms  : — "  Sir  Alexander  Gumming,  Dr  Taylor  of  Elgin,  and  I, 
met  at  the  cairn  of  Boseisle  last  week,  and,  with  the  assistance  of  ten 
men,  excavated  the  cairn  to  the  centre.  Beginning  at  the  north  side, 
we  first  took  out  a  large  oblong  stone,  cut  straight  away  from  end  to  the 
centre,  w^hen  we  found,  about  nine  feet  deep,  a  cist  or  tomb  containing 
an  urn  of  rude  dark-coloured  clay,  sunburnt,  containing  ashes ;  a  few 
bones  were  in  the  cist.  I  send  a  sketch  of  the  cist,  made  before  it  was 
removed,  and  a  sketch  after  it  had  been  removed  and  again  set  up  as  we 
found  it.  The  urn  was  so  frail,  that  Sir  Alexander  Gumming,  with  great 
care,  only  secured  portions  of  it,  which  I  have  also  sketched,  and  send. 
When  the  cist  was  removed  we  found  that  it  had  rested  on  a  rude  pile 
of  stones  converging  to  the  top. 

"  On  another  day,  digging  to  the  south-east  within  the  cairn,  we  dug 
up  a  skeleton  of  a  child  about  ten  years  of  age,  the  skull  perfect,  no 
appearance  of  coffin  either  of  stone  or  wood,  the  body  laid  in  the  earth. 

"  In  the  cairn  called  the  Tappock  of  Boseisle  (the  scene  of  a  former  dis- 
covery of  a  cist  containing  some  jet  beads,  &c.,  described  in  the  Pro- 
ceedings Ant.  Soc,  vol.  iii.  p.  46),  we  have  found  two  other  cists— one  in 
the  centre  containing  two  skulls  and  bones  and  an  urn." 

A  subsequent  note  from  Lady  Dunbar  (September  17)  described  the 
digging  out  of  a  small  cairn  at  Inverugie,  in  which  a  cist  was  found 
about  two  feet  from  the  surface.  It  seemed  to  have  been  opened  before, 
though  long  ago,  and  was  empty.  Both  it  and  the  Boseisle  cist  have 
been  removed  to  Dufius,  and  put  together  in  the  shrubbery,  exactly  in 
the  position  in  which  they  were  found. 

Mr  John  Stuart  remarked  on  the  value  of  i^iich  descriptions  as  the  pre- 
sent, and  suggested  the  great  desirableness^  c>\'  accurate  observations  being 
sent  to  the  Society  of  all  such  inventigations.     The  particulars  of  ancient 
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interments  were  extremely  various ;  but  if  reliable  information  could  be 
procured  of  the  remains  found  in  each,  we  might  still  hope  to  come  to 
some  general  conclusion  as  to  the  races  of  whom  they  are  memorials. 
He  added,  that  in  many  parts  of  the  country,  where  the  plough  had  not 
yet  interfered  with  ancient  vestiges,  there  were  specimens  of  primitive 
interments  and  traces  of  early  habitation  which  would  amply  repay  care- 
ful examination  ;  and,  as  instances,  he  referred  to  two  localities  in  Aber- 
deenshire where  discoveries  had  recently  been  made,— viz.,  at  Kinstair, 
in  the  parish  of  Alford,  and  at  Skilmonae,  in  the  parish  of  Methlic, — and 
suggested  that  members  should  use  their  influence  in  getting  descriptions 
of  all  discoveries  sent  to  the  Society.  He  added  that  the  photographic 
art  came  to  be  useful  in  such  investigations,  and  referred  to  the  photo- 
graphs taken  by  Mr  Milne  of  Murie,  and  now  presented  to  the  Society  ; 
the  one  showing  a  cist  opened,  and  the  other  the  urfi  found  in  it. 

Professor  Simpson  made  some  remarks  on  the  same  subject,  and  re- 
ferred, in  illustration,  to  urns  recently  presented  by  Mr  Dundas  from 
Amiston,  where  they  appear  to  be  very  numerous. 


IV. 

NOTES  ON  THE  ANTIQUITIES  OF  KINROSS-SHIRE.    By  ROBERT 

ANNAN,  Esq.,  Subgeon,  Einboss. 

1.   NOTES  ON  THE  K£TS  FOUND  AT  VARIOUS  TIMES  IN  LOOHLEVEN. 

In  the  autumn  of  1857  I  accompanied  Professor  Simpson  and  Mr 
James  Drummond,  B.S.A.,  Edinburgh,  on  an  excursion  to  the  Isle 
of  St  Serf  or  Servanus,  and  also  to  the  island  on  which  Lochleven  Castle 
is  situated.  From  John  BeU's  map  of  Kinross-shire  (Edinburgh,  April 
6th,  1796),  I  pointed  out  the  changes  that  had  taken  place  in  Lochleven 
and  its  islands  since  the  parliamentary  drainage  in  1829-30.  This  led 
to  many  inquiries  regarding  the  historical  traditions  of,  and  relics  found 
in  or  near  to,  Lochleven  ;  and  at  the  suggestion  of  Professor  S.  and  of 
Mr  D.,  I  have  given  these  "  notes,"  with  such  incidental  memoranda  as 
a  residence  in  Kinross  of  considerably  above  forty  years  enabled  me  to 
give,  in  illustration.  To  the  donation  of  the  bunch  of  Keys,  Stone  Shot, 
&c.,  now  presented  to  the  Museum,  I  have  added,  by  the  kindness  of  W. 
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P.  Adam,  Esq.,  M.P.,  of  Blairadam,  two  lithogiaphie  pUtee  of  «  laige 
key,  of  elegant  and  antique  workmanship,  believed  to  be  aasocuited  with 
the  imprisonment  of  Queen  Mary  in  the  Castle  of  Lochleyen. 

In  the  Statistical  Account  of  the  Parish  of  KinroM  (1839),  by  the  late 
Bev.  Dr  G.  Craig  Buchannan,  minister  of  Kinross  for  above  thirtf-eig^t 
years,  he  states : — ^'  None  acquainted  with  Qoeen  Mary's  evBntfiil  and 
tragical  story  can  be  ignorant  of  the  manner  of  her  escape  from  Loch- 
leven.  When  her  deliverer  had  opened  the  gates  of  the  Castle,  and  shut 
them  again,  he  threw  the  keys  into  the  lake.  Now,  it  is  not  undeserr- 
ing  of  record  that,  at  the  close  of  the  very  dry  autumn  of  1805,  when 
the  lake  was  uncommonly  low,  a  boy  who  had  been  sauntering  along  its 
banks  picked  up  a  bunch  of  keys,  which  he  carried  immediately  to  the 
parish  schoolmaster,  the  late  Mr  John  Taylor,  in  whose  possession  the 
writer  of  these  lines  has  frequently  had  occasion  to  see  them.  They 
were  very  rusty,  and  fastened  by  an  iron  ring  which  mouldered  away  on 
being  rubbed  by  the  hand.  Mr  Taylor  sent  them  to  Dalmahoy,  to  the 
Earl  of  Morton,  hereditary  keeper  of  Lochleven  Castle.*' 

The  curious  in  these  matters  will  regret  that  of  the  spot  where  these 
keys  were  found  nothing  is  said ;  thus  leaving  us  in  the  dark  as  to  the 
place  where — bo  far  as  could  be  learned  from  the  supposed  fact  of  these 
being  really  some  of  the  keys  belonging  to  the  Castle — Queen  Mary  had 
landed ;  a  question  on  which  writers  on  this  subject  differ  not  a  little. 
This  question  it  is  partly  the  object  of  this  paper  to  attempt  to  set  at  rest. 

Miss  Strickland,  in  her  "Lives  of  the  Queens  of  Scotland,"  voLvi.  p.  72, 
says : — "  The  spot  where  the  Queen  effected  her  landing  on  the  Lake 
shore  has  obtained,  in  memory  of  that  event,  the  name  of  the  Mary 
Knowe^  Now,  this  "  Knowe,"  in  one  of  the  records  of  Kinross  House, 
about  1701,  called  Marie  Hillj  is  fully  three-quarters  of  a  mile  to  the 
northward  of  the  spot  where  the  keys  were  found,  on  the  testimony  of 
William  Honeyman,  who  found  them  in  1805,  then  a  boy,  now  a  man 
of  sixty-eight  years.  And  if  the  finding  of  the  keys  on  a  given  spot  be 
any  evidence  of  the  place  where  Queen  Mary  landed,  it  is  clearly  against 
the  opiniun  above  given  by  Miss  Strickland.  She  also  alludes,  how- 
ever, to  the  fact,  and  says  : — ^'  When  a  furlong  from  the  shore,  Willie 
Douglas  threw  the  bunch  of  keys  into  the  loch,  where,  during  a  year  of 
drought  they  were  found  hy  a  lifrher  boy  within  the  present  centuiy." 
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Other  autkoritiea  of  leas  pretensions  give  the  aouth  side  of  the  loch  aa 
the  plaue  of  laDdiug.  And  to  solve  and  put  at  rest  this  question,  as  far 
as  the  finding  of  these  keys  is  concerned,  on  the  15th  January  last,  accom- 
panied by  Mr  Juntee  Baird,  factor  on  Einroes  estate,  and  Mr  Marshall, 
tacksman  of  Lochleven,  we  proceeded,  along  with  the  said  Mr  William 
HoneymaQ,  who  pointed  out  the  place,  to  be  from  the  eastern  or  Fiih 
Gate  of  Kinross  House  (so  called  from  the  much-admired  sculptured 
basket  of  fishes  on  the  top),  vne  Imjulred  and  ieventy-twQ  yards,  and  from 
the  eastem  wall  of  the  old  churchyard  eighlt/-/our  yards  distant — two 
fixed  points  that  cannot  he  miataken,  and  which  will  enable  the  traveller 
cnriouB  in  these  matteis  at  any  time  to  satisfy  himself  on  this  head. 

By  the  map,  Lochleven  Castle  is  in  a  straight  line,  distant  from  Kinross 
House  four  furlongs,  and  about  one  hundred  yards.  Standing  on  the 
vestibule  of  the  eastern  fiont  of  the  house,  the  visitor,  on  casting  his 
eyes  eastward,  will  have  his  attention  at  once  arrested  by  finding — so 
skilfully  have  the  grounds  been  laid  out — that  the  Castle  and  Island 
form  the  most  prominent  ohjecta  in  the  distance, — the  Fish  Gatb  and 
eastern  surrounding  wall  of  the  grounds  intersecting  the  interveniug 
space.  And  keeping  in  mind  the  spot  where  the  keys  were  found  as 
above,  near  to  the  north-west  margin  of  the  Loch,  there  will  be  no  diffi- 
culty in  directing  the  eye  to  the  spot  nearest  the  shore  where  Queen 
Maiy  in  all  probability  landed.  It  must  he  recollected,  however,  that 
the  house  of  Kinross  did  not  then  exist,  baring  been  built  betwixt  the 
years  1682  and  1685 ;  and  little  more  than  two  hundred  yards  to  the 
northward  of  the  site  of  the  Fish  Gate  there  may  be  still  seen,  covered 
with  turf  and  moss,  closo  to  the  old  margin  of  the  Loch,  the  remains  of 
a  castellated  edi6ce,  formerly  belonging  to,  and  then  occupied  by,  the 
Douglases  of  Lochleven.  And  had  Queen  Mary,  with  her  feeble  attend- 
auce,  consisting  of  Willie  Douglas,  a  mere  stripling,  Jane  Kennedy, 
her  waiting- woman,  and  a  little  girl  of  ten  years  attempted  to  pass  this 
way  (according  to  Miss  Strickland,  ui  »uyra),  the  house  being  close  on 
the  shore  of  the  Loch,  to  the  Mary  Knowe,  three  quarters  of  a  mile  to 
the  north,  she  would  have  been  exiwising  herself  to  certain  capture  by 
the  retainers  of  the  Douglas,  to  whose  custody  she  had  been  committed ; 
uu  additional  evidence,  I  submit,  against  the  "  Mary  Enowe"  being 
llie  place  of  her  landing.     A  glance  at  one  of  the  maps  now  exhihit-ed, 
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I  am  persuaded,  will  be  sufficient  to  show  the  inoorrectnesB  of  such  an 
opinion.  The  time  of  her  escape,  also,  was  not  "the  dead  hour  of  mid- 
night," as  stated  in  ''  The  Abbot,"  but  about  8  pjf.,  2d  May  1568,  en 
darkness  had  commenced.  There  seems,  indeed,  to  be  no  erideDce  that 
the  name  of  Marie  Hill,  or  Knowe,  was  at  all  connected  with  Qneoi 
Mary's  escape. 

I  now  proceed  to  point  out,  as  far  as  the  altered  state  of  the  old  bed 
of  Lochleven  (now,  from  the  drainage,  dry  and  in  pasture  land)  will 
permit,  the  place  and  spot  where  the  bunch  of  eight  keys,  now  through 
Professor  Simpson  presented  to  the  Society  of  Antiquaries,  was  found. 

On  the  map  of  Kinross-shire  by  Mr  Bell,  above  referred  to,  and  on  the 
larger  map  of  Fife  and  Kinross  shires  (surveyed  1826-27)  by  Sharp, 
Greenwood,  and  Fowler,  there  will  be  seen  less  than  three  hundred  yards 
to  the  eastward  of  the  old  churchyard  of  Kinross,  a  smaU  island,  ma^ed 
•*  Paddock  Bower."  In  dry  seasons  the  depth  of  water  betwixt  the 
bower  and  the  land  was  only  a  few  inches ;  in  some  places  altogether 
dry.  After  the  drainage  the  bower  disappeared,  being  merged  in  the 
mainland.  On  the  north  side  of  this  islet  there  had  been  a  quiet  sandy 
bay,  much  resorted  to  by  the  youth  of  Kinross  for  the  purpose  of  bathing ; 
and  on  taking  an  exact  survey  of  its  situation,  we  received  an  unex- 
l^eotovi  corrv^vnition  of  the  prol»able  track  of  the  boat  or  skiff  in  which 
Queon  Mary  h.id  escaped,  by  finding  that  the  spot  in  the  little  bay  was 
nearly  iu  a  line  with  the  iK'ijxn  of  the  Castle,  and  with  the  spot  where 
in  ISC'o,  the  Lirg^  keys,  now  at  Dalmahoy,  had  been  found,  and  distant 
one  hundiwl  yards  from  that  spot.  It  was  here  that,  in  1831,  the  eight 
keys  now  exhibited,  were  found  by  a  native  of  Kinross,  and  shortly  after- 
warxU  pr\^soatevl  to  me  I  y  the  finder.  I  have  attempted  a  sketch  or  map 
on  vellum  of  this  IvVAlity.  which  may  ser\'e  as  an  introduction  to  the  map 
kindly  turuishevl  to  ne  ly  Mr  James  Baird.  jun.,  from  the  Grovemment 
Survey,  v^^n  this  m^p.  low  eibil  ::eJ.  Xo.  :2  marks  the  spot  where  these 
eicht  kovs  wore  louiid."^ 

The  k<Ys,  brvwh.  .ini  f.Ai  hcvk  Arv  ..;  -.  \^r:c::::}g  in  all  13  ounces 
avoirdujvis ;  .iiivl  in  ar.sw^  r  :o  ii.v  ::.  ...::  -  ..>  •  :.  >  ^e-j.f  ral  resemblance 
to  the  r^*j,v;,;i«i«r.  Mr  l^r.::.:::.. :.  ■  :...>  .  :  :  >  —  Wi;h  regard  to  the 
Chatolaiuo.  1  am  r..^;  awa:-:  :  \  v-^-  ^ — -h  in  old  engiminf  ~ 

alwav*  our  lv*l  auih.^r.ti^s  ::.  >v./.   :.:i::vn 
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poBBessioD,  they,  that  is  the  keys,  are  attached  by  a  long  cord  or  chain 
to  the  girdle,  with  the  bodkin-case,  ecissors,  pocket,  ilro.  In  none  have 
I  Been  it  attached  to  the  girdle.  However,  although  I  have  not  Been  it 
BO  placed,  it  by  no  means  follows  that  it  was  not  bo  worn."  Five  of  the 
keys  are  of  very  fine  workmanship,  ench  as  might  suit  the  locks  of  a 
wardrobe ;  and  I  leave  it  to  the  Society  to  determine  whether,  being 
found  in  nearly  the  same  track  from  the  Castle  to  the  Shore,  and  so  near 
to  the  spot  where  the  larger  keys  were  found,  they  may  not,  with  some 
share  of  probability,  be  considered  as  probably  connected  with  the  escape 
from  Loohleven  Castle — they  may,  posaibly,  have  been  the  keys  of  Queen 
Mary's  wardrobes. 

"  Jane  Eennedy,"  Miss  Strickland  Bays,  "  her  other  damsel  who  was 
to  have  accompanied  her,  not  being  quick  enough  to  reach  the  outer  gate 
till  they  were  locked  by  the  retreating  party,  leaped  from  the  Queen's 
chamber  window  into  the  Loch,  and  striking  out,  swam  stoutly  after 
the  boat  till  she  overtook  it,  and  was  received  into  that  little  ark."  If 
the  Bouth-eaetem  or  Glamin  Tower,'  had  been  the  place  in  the  Castle 
where  Queen  Mary's  apartment  was — a  point  not  yet  well  ascertained — 


'  This  tower  has  been  more  lecently  also  named  "  Queen  Mary's  Towet ;"  patUy, 
[lerhapi,  from  a  vagao  tradition,  that  hero  the  unfortunate  Queen  woa  imprisoned ; 
receiving  an  additional  colouring  from  Miaa  Strichlntiil's  accotint  of  the  escape : — 
"  she  (Jane  Kennedy)  leaped  from  the  Qneen'a  chamber  window  into  tho  tooli." 
The  Queen,  it  i»  knowu.  or  her  attendaule,  bad  taken  with  tliem  the  beya  of  the 
Oaitle,  locking  tbe  gate  behind  them.  And  Jane  being  unable  to  reach  the  outer, 
or  main,  and  only  gate,  it  aeeme  by  no  tneans  improbablo  thai  she  resorted  (o  tho 
mode  of  escape  by  the  only  window  by  whicb  mch  an  escape  w[ia  possible — the  solo 
of  the  window  being,  as  I  before  stated,  only  nint  feet  txom  tbe  ground.  If  this  was 
really  tbe  place  where  the  Queen  was  confined,  then  it  is  plain  that  tho  most  inse- 
cure place  in  all  the  fortress  had  been  chosen  fur  her  priaon-hooso  t  And  if  Uiss 
Strickland's  account  be  admitted  as  true,  it  completelj  demolishes  all  the  roDjance 
in  the  "  Abbot "  about  the  light  shown  uigbtty  from  tbe  cottage  of  Blinklioolio,  at  the 
town  of  Kinross — there  being  no  part  of  Kinrosa  visible  from  this  tower.  Whereas 
if  Sir  Walter  Scott's  account  be  accepted  as  tbo  true  one — which  also  corresponds 
with  tbe  supposed  route  as  pointed  out  by  tbe  finding  of  these  different  keys,  the 
Queen's  apaitmenta  tnust  of  necessity  have  been  in  the  west  side  of  the  donjon,  as 
inspection  wilt  show.  Theso  questioue  probably  still  remain  lo  be  dolermined  by 
future  inijniry. 
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there  was  nothing  improbable  or  impofiBible  in  eucb  a  feat,  the  under 
window  of  that  tower  being,  as  an  inspection  will  show,  only  about  nine 
feet  from  the  ground  or  water  edge,  although  there  may  be  Bome  poetical 
embellishment  os  to  the  manner  in  which  Jane  reached  the  little  oric ; 
and  whether  mistress  of  the  robes  or  no,  being  at  least  one  of  the  Qneen'a 
much  attached  waiting- women,  is  it  all  unlikely  that,  with  the  feelings 
of  her  sex,  and  when  about  to  leave  her  hated  prison-house,  she  may  not 
have  secured  the  keys  of  her  royal  mistress's  wardrobes,  in  daily  use 
there  can  be  little  doubt,  among  the  female  attendants  whose  serricee 
are  so  beautifully  referred  to  by  Queen  Mary  in  the  "Abbot."  The 
description  of  the  escape  which  follows,  though  partially  corrected 
in  "  the  Notes"  of  the  Abbot,  is  wide  of  historical  truth,  persona  being 
put  into  the  boat  or  skiff  who,  it  is  well  known,  did  not  accompany  the 
Queen  in  her  escape.  The  boat  nears  the  shore,  and  Boland  G-rteme  is 
made  to  aay,  "  And  I  now  resign  my  office  of  porter  of  Lochleven,  and 
give  the  keys  to  the  kelpies'  keeping,"  Had  Sir  Waiter  known  of  an- 
other bunch  of  keys  being  found  near  to  the  same  spot, — and  these  relics 
possibly  the  personal  keys  of  the  ill-fated  Mary, — what  use,  he  would 
have  made  of  the  incident,  it  is  net  easy  to  tell. 

With  the  lithographic  eketchea  of  the  large  key,  now  at  Blair-Adam, 
accompanying  theee  notea,  I  leceived  the  following  letter: — 

"  Blais-Adah.  January  17,  1860. 
"  My  deak  Sir, — I  send  you  a  faithful  picture  of  the  Lochleven  key 
which  I  have  got  here.  I  am  sorry  to  say  I  can  give  you  no  farther 
account  of  it,  except  that  Sir  Walter  Scott  gave  it  to  my  grandfather, 
believing  it  to  be  the  key  of  the  apartments  in  Lochleven  Caatle,  having 
received  it  himself  from  a  moat  trustworthy  source. 

"  Should  the  pictures  be  of  any  interest  to  you,  I  beg  that  you  will 
keep  them.— Yours  very  truly, 

"  William  P.  Adah. 
"To  Dr  Aknan." 

In  reference  to  this  key,  in  the  "  lihtr  rariasimtts"  of  Blair-Adam, 

mentioned  in  "  Lookhart'a  Life  of  Scott,"  and  printed  for  private  circu- 
lation, is  the  following  passage  by  the  venerable  author  : — 

"  I  must  remark,  in  paseing,  Ihat  Sir  Walter  Scott  was  so  pleased  with 
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our  meetingB  (of  the  Blair- Adam  Olub),  that  he  never  missed  attending 
them  from  1817  to  1831,  when  the  fatal  loss  of  health  obliged  him  to 
seek  for  its  reetoration  in  foreign  parts.  Before  he  went  abroad  he  pre- 
sented me  with  a  pledge  of  his  regard,  on  which  I  set  a  high  value,  a 
most  curious  and  magnificent  koy  of  great  eize,  which  he  said  in  the 
note  accompanying  it,  had  been  given  to  htm  as  the  key  of  the  apart- 
ments in  Locbleven  Castle,  in  which  Queen  Mary  was  confined.  He 
added,  that  it  should  bo  followed  by  a  more  particular  account  of  how 
he  come  by  it.  In  the  meantime,  he  said,  the  friend  who  had  sent  it  to 
him  was  a  sound  antiquary,  not  likely  to  be  imposed  on  himself,  and  sure 
not  wilfully  to  impose  on  others.  That  that  gentleman  believed  it  to  be 
the  key.  As  to  himself,  Sir  Walter  added,  that  he  could  only  say  that 
if  it  was  not  the  key,  it  certainly  deserved  to  bo  so — from  its  elegance, 
strength,  and  structure.  I  afterwards  received  the  more  detailed  and 
partioolar  account." 

As,  however,  Mr  Adam  says  he  can  give  no  farther  information  than 
that  contained  in  his  letter,  I  conclude  that  the  account  above  referred 
to  has  somehow  fallen  aside. 

To  those  unacquainted  with  Lochleven  Castle,  and  its  buildings,  the 
foundations  of  which  are  atill  to  be  seen  in  the  courtyard,  it  may  not 
he  improper  to  explain  that,  exclusive  of  the  outer  or  main  gate  entering 
from  the  north,  and  the  entrance  into  the  donjon  on  the  east,  some  20 
feet  from  the  ground,  and  probably  for  security  entered  by  a  moveable 
trap  or  ladder,  there  are  at  least  five  other  buildings,  exclusive  of  the 
Glasain  Tower;  so  that,  in  point  of  fact,  there  must  have  been  various 
keys  acquired  by  the  keeper  of  the  fortress — one  bunch  of  these,  five  in 
number,  found  in  1805,  being,  as  already  stated,  in  the  possession  of  the 
Earl  of  Morton  ;  while  the  very  large  key  at  Blair-Adam  might  fitly 
represent  that  of  the  entrance  of  the  Donjon,  or  Great  Tower.' 

I  have  appended  a  copy  of  the  original  attestation  by  my  two  friends 
who  aided  me  in  my  inqniries,  and  of  Mr  "William  Honeyman,  the  finder 

'  We  take  this  opportunity  of  referring  to  tho  eiiBlenee  of  analAtr  ourioM  and 
oncieDtiroD  key,  much  corroded,  measuring  7  inches  in  lengtb.  and  showing  remains 
of  inlaid  biaaB  and  richlj  cut  wards,  with  rounded  omameot  on  etem,  and  remainB 
of  cut  handle.  Etated  to  have  been  found  at  LochlDven,  which  wu  presented  to 
the  Museum  of  the  Antirjuariea  of  Scotlnnd  in  1820. —  Ec. 
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of  the  keys  in  1805.  The  epot  where  these  keys  were  found  ib  already 
indicated  hy  a  mark ;  but  I  have  reaaon  to  expect  that  a  more  permsiieDt 
guide  to  the  place  will  ere  long  be  erected,  in  the  shape  of  a  boulder  or 
rock  of  considerable  dimensions. 

Attestation  bg  Mesiri  Baird,  ifarshaU,  and  Sonayman. 

■•  Ki!JBOgB.  March  26.  1868. 
"  Having  accompanied  and  assisted  Dr  Annan,  on  15th  Januaiy  loit, 
as  referred  to  in  this  paper,  we  hereby  bear  willing  testimony  to  the  accu- 
racy of  the  report  aa  above  given ;  and,  as  natives  of  Einross,  are  highly 
gratified  at  the  prospect  of  these  hietorieal  notices  of  Kinross-Bbire  being 
now  entered  on  the  record  of  the  honourable  "  Society  of  Scottish  An- 
tiquaries." 

(Signed)         "  Ja.  Baibd,  Factor,  Kinrvu  EOate. 

David  MARauALL,  Tadaman  of  Loohleven. 

Wn-LIAM  HOMBYIHAN." 


,  AUD  TEE  INOH  0»  ISLAND  OF  ST  SERF,  LOCHLBVKM  ;  miH 
A  SIAtniyAOTOHT  OF  VBLLCM  AND  PARCnUEHT  AT  KTHITBge- 
aniKS,  ?RUM  A  VBRY  BAKLY  PERIOD. 

It  does  not  clearly  appear  whether  the  Isle  of  St  Serf  or  Dankeld  stood 
nest  to  lona  in  priority  as  a  Culdee  establishment.  Andrew  Wipttoun, 
Prior  of  Lochleven,  in  his  "  Cronykil,"  aacrihes  the  origin  of  Dunkeld 
to  Constantine,  King  of  the  Picts,  in  815  ;  and  Chalmers,  in  bis  "  Cale- 
donia," to  Kenneth  Mscalpine,  in  845 ;  though  all  agree  that  for  long 
Dunkeld  was  viewed  as  a  second  Zona.  Through  time  Dnnkeld  waa 
eclipsed  by  St  Andrews,  though  it  continued  in  existence  till  the  early 
part  of  the  twelfth  century. 

The  same  obecuiity  does  not  bang  over  the  records  of  the  Isle  of  Si 
Serf;  history  telling  us  of  its  celebrity  as  a  Culdee  establishment  fully 
700  years  before  the  days  of  the  Reformation  from  Popery.     Ttio  «|U- 
blishment  of  St  Serf  is  said  to  have  been  founded  byB 
king  of  the  Picis,  first  converted  to  Cbristianitj  tS 
example  was  followed  by  the  donations  of  mat 
beth,  and  the  Lady  Gmach  bis  wife,  gaTS 
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KinroHB-Bliire)  and  the  vilUge  of  Bolgy  in  Fife  ;  Malcolm  III,,  the  town 
aDd  lande  of  JBalchristie.  King  Edgar  and  Ethelred  are  alBo  uumbered 
among  their  benefactors,  Servanus  was  their  firet  superior,  or  prior; 
and  fTiira  him,  for  manj  ages  the  Inch  of  Locbleveu  wae  epoken  of  as  the 
"  Holy  Isle  of  St  Servan." 

The  suhsequent  history  shows  that,  after  having  flourished  for  abont 
400  years,  the  Culdee  establishment  of  Lochleven  was  at  length  broken 
up,  its  members  expelled,  and  itd  library  of  valuable  MSS.  transferred  to 
St  Andrews,  then  faat  rising  as  a  Popish  establishment. 

Thus,  the  Culdeea  here,  were  fraudulently  supplanted,  but  not  without 
a  struggle  of  many  years'  duration.  And  in  the  register  of  St  Andrews 
there  is  a  record  of  the  controversy,  even  so  late  as  1309  ;  ending  in  the 
Culdees  being  divested  of  their  lands,  and  of  all  their  former  rights  and 
privileges. 

The  catalogue  of  books  in  MS.,  which  thus  became  the  prey  of  the 
Canons  of  St  Andrews,  numbered  seventeen  works ;  the  value  of  which 
may  be  estimated  from  the  faet  that  in  those  days  it  cost  as  much  to 
procure  a  copy  of  the  Bible  as  to  build  a  church  ;  and  the  library  of  St 
Serf,  according  to  Dr  Jaroieson  in  his  "  History  of  the  CulJees,"  does 
not  seem  to  have  been  worse  stocked  than  the  other  Culdee  establish- 
ments. 

On  the  Tale  of  Servanua,  Andrew  Wyntoun,  about  1420.  completed  his 
"  Orygenalo  Cronykil  of  Scotland."  In  it  the  legend  of  St  Serfs  Ram, 
and  St  Serfs  interview  with  Satan,  hold  a  conspicuous  place. 

The  present  state  of  St  Serfs  chapel  is  hut  little  known — very  few  pro- 
bably being  aware  of  its  existence,  at  less  than  two  miles  distance,  from 
Locbleven  Castle,  which  is  so  frequently  visited  by  tourists.  At  present 
the  island  is  used  as  pasture  land  for  cattle  and  sheep ;  and  the  old  chapel, 
having  a  small  addition  made,  about  twenty-eight  years  ago,  on  its  north 
Bide,  is  now  used  as  a  stable  or  shelter  for  cattle.  The  island  is  fully 
half  a  mile  in  length  from  east  to  west,  and  extends  to  about  eighty 
»cres.  Towards  the  east  end,  where  the  chapel  stands,  the  ground  gradu- 
ally rises  to  probably  about  forty  feet  above  the  level  of  Lochleven.  To 
the  east  and  also  to  the  westward  of  the  chapel  are  to  be  seen  the  half 
hid  foundations  of  other  buildings  of  some  extent.  The  chapel  stands 
due  east  and  west ;  is  30  feet  in  length  by  20  in  breadth,  and  the  walls 
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M  iMbM  in  Uuckseai,  ud  12  fe«l  in  height;  the  door.  luTiiis  |«j 
*ihi|«,  entenng  from  the  aoatb  side,  mud  being  aboat  S  feet  high.     Lev 
ItiAB  thirty  ]«M»  ago  there  wu  what  appeared  to  hare  been  a  ftoDB 
rout,'  Dot  qaite  entire,  od  the  eouth  wall,  inside,  at  the  right  side  of 
ikm  door,  and  about  4^  feet  from  the  ground ;  and  directly  is  fiool  of 
tUt  aoath  wall  of  the  chapel,  and  also  to  the  eastward,  hnmaa  bonra 
k»n  been  fbnnd  in  great  qoantity,  some  of  them  at  a  depth  of  about 

ieatod  to  the  Miueiim.     Several  pieces  of  painted  glass  were  abo  foimd. 
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ears  ago,  when  ihis  Chapel  was  firet  used  for  the  nheJ- 
a  chimney-stal^a^  a  small  Sre-place  and  a  cottage 
-d),  veK^  add^aH^rtainlT  hav^gAttrorod  tk 
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east  side  of  the  chapel,  a  belt  of  hewn  stoDe,  laid  regularly  in  a 
square  form  from  comer  to  corner,  was  discovered.  It  was  thought 
there  might  be  a  vault  underneath,  but  there  was  nothing  but  rubbish 
found  as  deep  as  the  digging  went.  A  small  hand-millstone,  with  a 
hole  in  it,  was  at  same  time  found  here.  In  passing,  I  may  state  that 
two  keys  were  shown  to  me  by  Professor  Simpson,  transmitted  by  Sir 
G.  Graham  Montgomery,  Bart.,  of  Kinross  House,  which  were  found  on 
the  Island  of  St  Serf  in  1830,  when  certain  improvements  were  going  on. 
The  keys  are  probably  of  a  very  old  date.  At  the  same  period,  Mr  Baird 
informed  me  a  sword  about  2  feet  long — ^the  blade  inlaid  with  gold,  the 
handle  having  a  cross  guard—was  found  betwixt  St  Serf's  Island  and  the 
shore  at  Portmoak.  An  earthen  urn  or  vase,  measuring  37  inches  in 
circumference,  was  some  time  after  dragged  ashore  by  the  fishermen,  on 
the  northern  bank  of  Locbleven,  and  was  then  presented  to  Lord  Chief 
Commissioner  Adam,  by  Sir  Walter  Scott. 

The  careful  drawing  of  this  chapel,  by  James  Drummond,  E.S.A., 
F.SA.  Scot.,  taken  on  the  occasion  of  the  visit  previously  referred  to,  will 
give  a  better  idea  of  its  present  appearance  than  any  further  description. 
The  modern  additions  to  this  building  are  shown  of  a  darker  shade  than 
the  others. 

I  now  proceed  to  give  a  few  notes  in  regard  to  the  manufacture,  from 
an  early  period,  of  parchment  and  vellum  at  the  village  of  Kinnesswood, 
distant  about  two  miles  from  the  island  of  St  Serf. 

About  twelve  years  ago,  on  the  decease  of  Mr  Eobert  Birrell,  the 
manufacturer  of  the  vellum  at  Kinnesswood,  a  visit  was  paid  by  Mr  John 
Ewart,  long  in  the  Chancery  Office  at  Edinburgh,  in  order  to  ascertain 
if  the  manufacture  from  which  the  Chancery  Office  had  been  so  long 
supplied  was  to  be  continued  at  Kinnesswood ;  and  Mr  Ewart  was  then 
informed  that  it  was  intended  to  be  continued  by  his  widow. 

Mr  David  Birrell,  surgeon,  my  original  informant,  in  a  letter  to  me 
of  February  16,  1859,  states  he  had  often  heard  his  father  allude  to  the 
antiquity  of  the  parchment  manufactory  at  Kinnesswood;  and  that  a 
written  document  from  the  old  Chancery  Office,  a  receipt  for  parch- 
ment, had  been  in  possession  of  the  family  for  about  300  years.  The 
of  this  document  was  stated  to  have  been  1530.  Mr  Ebenezer 
m.  PART  ni.  2d 
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Birrell,  a  younger  brother,  resident  at  Canada  West,  bears  genei 
testimony  to  the  same  effect ;  and  aa  this  gentleman  is  now  the  sole 
male  survivor  of  a  family,  in  which  the  manufacture  had  existed  for 
BO  long  a  period,  heeides  being  the  last  who  had  been  tanght  the  manu- 
facture by  Mr  John  Birrell,  hie  father,  I  have  anneaed  a  pretty  long 
extract  from  his  letter.  I  learned  from  my  friend,  the  Rev.  William 
Mackelvie,  D.D.,  for  above  thirty  years  miuister  at  Balgedie,  close  by 
Kinneaswood,  as  he  had  been  repeatedly  informed  by  Mr  John  Birrell, 
that,  with  the  exception  of  a  manufactory  of  parchment  at  Bennington, 
near  Leith,  about  fifty  years  ago,  and  that  only  for  a  short  period,  there 
bad  never  existed  any  other  establishment  of  this  kind  to  the  north  of 
the  Tweed.  While  Mr  Joseph  RobertBon  states  that  "  the  tradition  in 
the  new  Register- House  was,  that  this  office  had  been  supplied  from  Kin- 
neaswood with  parchment  and  solium  at  least  from  the  time  of  Charles 
II."  Mr  James  P.  Ilalley  of  the  same  office  also  gives  corroborating  tes- 
timony. And,  rather  unezpectedly,  a  letter  from  Misa  Margaret  Birrell 
(resident  with  her  brother,  Ebenezer  Birrell,  in  Canada  West),  from  papers 
found  in  her  father's  depositories,  bo  far  corroborates  these  Btatements. 
An  extract  from  this  lady's  letter  is  annexed. 

Regarding  the  quality  of  the  parchment  from  Kinnesswood,  any  re- 
mark here  wouidbeout  of  place;  its  employment  by  the  Chancery  Office, 
for  BO  long  a  period,  is  decisive  on  this  point.  And  the  remarks  in 
the  letter  of  Mr  Ebenezer  Birrell  may  throw  light  on  the  causes  of  the 
difference  of  the  parchment  manufactured  here  from  that  made  south  of 
the  Tweed.  At  Kinnesswood,  it  is  well  known  that,  for  generations 
back,, no  change  has  taken  place  in  the  mode  of  working  it. 

Curiously  enougji,  all  who  have  been  personally  engaged  in  the  mann- 
facture  agree  as  to  the  extreme  difficulty  in  setting  the  edge  of  the  iron, 
or  knife,  employed  in  the  finishing  process  ;  seven  years  being  stated  to 
be  the  average  period  reqnired  to  learn  this  department  of  the  manufac- 
turer's art. 


Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Mr  Ebenaer  SirrelL 

"  PlCKEGtHO.  ClSABA  WEST, 

lOrA  June  ISGO. 
"  In  reganl  lo  the  subject  of  vellum  and  parchment,  it  being  a  manii- 
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B  oanied  on  in  the  family,  we,  the  boys,  all  wrought  at  it,  leae  or 
more,  as  we  came  up  ;  particulai'Iy  ae  to  those  prooeKses  which  are  com- 
mon to  that  and  other  manufactnrea  of  skin,  such  aa  steeping,  liming, 
and  taking  the  hair  off.  The  next  step  wan  polishing  of  the  skio  with 
pnmice-BtoDs.  This  was  rather  a  nice  process,  required  great  attention, 
diligent  apjilication,  and  considerable  perseverance  to  aocompliah  it; 
and  even  after  all  this  labour,  the  inspection  of  the  parental  eye,  and  the 
application  of  Ihat  hand,  were  often  wanted  to  give  that  fine  finish  bo 
necessary  to  tho  completion  of  the  work,  Perhaps  what  is  technically 
called  sheaving  was  the  nicest  process  of  the  whole.  This  is  performed 
with  a  very  sharp  knife  or  cutting-iron,  and  sharped  In  a  very  peculiar 
way,  the  performance  of  which  is  difficult  to  acquire.  The  knack  of 
doing  this  I  fell  into  when  I  was  quite  a  boy,  and  often  performed  it 
for  my  father  before  I  began  to  use  the  instrement  myself.  But  the 
most  important  of  all  the  operations  is  the  proper  manipulation  of  the 
Bkin  in  its  wet  state,  to  convert  it  into  proper  vellum  or  parchment,  I 
cannot  believe  that  the  method  used  in  England  is  the  proper  one,  wbeD 
chemical  applications  are  used,  and  the  akin  partially  converted  into 
leather,  and  rendered  so  soft  and  ouzy  on  the  surface  as  to  clog  the  pen 
in  writing.  This  part  I  never  did  much  at,  but  know  the  whole  piocesB 
fell,  and  fear,  from  the  specimen  (of  English  vellum)  yon  sent,  that 
t  is  now  but  imperfectly  known,  and  still  more  imperfectly  practised. 
I  have  often  heard  my  father  speak  of  the  long 
time  that  parchment  Lad  been  maile  at  Kinnesewood,  and  in  the  family, 
and  of  writings  from  the  Scottish  Chancery  Office  referring  to  it,  of  an 
old  date." 

Extract  teller  from  Slisa  Margaret  BirrtU. 


"  I  regret  that  I  have  so  few  of  my  dear  father's  writinga 
here.  The  earliest  trace  of  parchment- making  that  I  have  here,  iB 
David  Birrell,  my  own  father's  great-grandfather.  I  think  he  mast  have 
been  well  up  in  years  when  Mr  Ebenezer  Erakine  came  to  Portmoak, 
in  1703.  ...  I  have  heard  my  father  tell  us  about  St  Serf's 
Island,  and  the  Culdees,  and  the  early  manufaot^re  of  parchment  in 

2d2 
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birti:l\,  ft  y^AirM'//:r  f/r'Ab«r,  rendent  at  Omada  Wcat, 
Ufi^uiii'iuy  Xft  iiih  ^^uih  tifftct :  uid  as  U&u  gentleman  it  mm  the  aola 
iiu!<;  it'i/->iv^r  of  4  family,  in  which  the  manafactae  bad  existed  for 
w»  UjiUi(  «  |^:r;vi;  \j^idtA  Wing  the  last  who  had  been  taaght  the  mann- 
f»/Xtir*:  \,y  Mr  John  Birrellf  hia  father,  I  haTe  annexed  a  pretty  long 
«xtrv:t  from  h\n  U:ithT,  I  learned  from  mj  friend,  the  BeT.  Williaai 
Mift/;V<:lvi';y  h.h.j  for  alxive  thirty  years  minuter  at  Balgedie,  close  hy 
Ku$u*rni^w'Mti\f  an  he  ha/l  lieen  repeatedly  informed  by  Hr  John  BineU, 
that,  with  the  exc<;fitioD  of  a  manufactory  of  parchment  at  Bonningtoo, 
neiir  LtMUf  aU/iit  fifty  years  ago,  and  that  only  for  a  short  period,  there 
ha/i  Uf.vtiT  exJHted  any  other  efitablishment  of  this  kind  to  the  north  of 
iUti  TwttoA.  While  Mr  Joseph  Robertson  states  that  "the  tradition  in 
tho  tmw  i(4'^iKt<?r-HouHe  was,  that  this  office  had  been  supplied  from  Kin- 
utifmwtnA  with  parchment  and  vellum  at  least  from  the  time  of  Charks 
II."  Mr  Jttrri(;H  P.  Ilulley  of  the  same  office  also  gives  corroboratiDg  tes- 
timony. And,  rather  unexpectedly,  a  letter  from  Miss  Margaret  Birrell 
(ri'Nidnnt  with  \wr  brother,  Ehenezer  Birrell,  in  Canada  West),  from  papers 
found  in  her  fatlier^H  deiK>Hitoric8,  bo  far  corroborates  these  statements. 
An  t^xirwi  from  tluH  huly'H  letter  is  annexed. 

Jti'^iinlinK  the  quality  of  the  parchment  from  Einnesswood,  any  re- 
mark Uvw  would  hi!  out  of  place ;  its  employment  by  the  Chancery  Office, 
for  HO  lohK  a  poriod,  iH  (h^cisivo  on  this  point.  And  the  remarks  in 
thd  hW((tr  of  Mr  Kh<*iH^zor  Hirroll  may  throw  light  on  the  causes  of  the 
diiloronco  of  tln^  parclnnont  manufactured  here  from  that  made  south  of 
Mio  TwimmI.  At  KinnoHHwood,  it  is  well  known  that,  for  generations 
ha(*k,^no  dtaiigo  hnn  taken  place  in  the  mode  of  working  it. 

(-uriounly  (Miou^Ii,  all  who  have  been  personally  engaged  in  the  manu- 
fiioluin  af^roo  an  to  tho  ('xtromo  difficulty  in  setting  the  edge  of  the  iron, 
or  knilo,  rniplovod  in  tho  finishinjj:  proocps ;  seven  years  being  stated  to 
ho  tlio  avt^ia^o  poriod  roquired  to  loam  this  department  of  tho  manufac- 
lurttr'n  art. 

Kxtmct  of  a  l.t'tttr  h'i'm  Mr  Fltuczcr  Birrell. 

"  Punuio,  Canada  Wxst, 

**  III  rO|;c<«i>i  to  tho  Uum  and 
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The  foUowitig  gentlemen  were  balloted  for,  aud  elected  Felloive  of  the 
Society : — 

Sir  Jakes  Hobh  Bubskk  of  Leya,  Bart. 

James  Alsxamsbb  Fiebsom  of  tba  Oujioi],  Esq.,  ForTELrsblre. 


The  Donations  to  the  Mnaeum  were  as  followe: — 

Autograph  Letter,  and  Medallion  Portrait  of  Paul  Jones.  By  Profeseor 
A.  Campbill  Swinton,  F.S.A.  Scot.  (See  Communication  by  Profeesor 
Innea,  p.  389.)  The  medallion,  apparently  of  wax  or  composition,  is 
circular  in  form,  and  inclosed  in  a  gilt  metal  frame.  It  measures  8 
inches  across,  and  displays  on  a  blue  ground  a  wbit«  raised  bust,  in 
profile,  looking  to  left,  with  the  inscription  above  it  of  hvnera  .  bvkt  ■ 
LAVEi-  The  admiral  ia  in  naval  uniform,  with  decorations  or  orders 
on  his  breast ;  hair  curled  at  sides,  and  queue  folded  up  and  tied  behind. 

Nearly  perfect  Human  Cranium  found  in  a  Cromlech  at  Kisibost, 
Isle  of  Harrie.  By  Commander  F.  W.  L.  Thomas,  Corr.  Mem.  B.A.S. 
Scot. 

Two  Flint  Weapons  or  Implements;  examples  of  those  found  within 
a  few  years  in  large  numbers  under  several  layers  of  alluTJal  and  drift 
matter  near  Abbeville,  in  the  valley  of  the  Somme,  PicarJy.  Presented 
by  JosKPH  Pkesiwicb,  Esq.  (who  first  introduced  theae  remarkable  anti- 
quities to  the  notice  of  the  English  public},  to  Hobert  Ciumbkrh,  Esq., 
F.S.A.  Scot.,  by  whom  they  are  now  presented  to  the  Museum. 

Bronze  Socketed  and  Looped  Chiael-sbaped  Celt,  5  inches  long  and 
1|  inch  broad,  found  at  Corsent,  between  St  Btieux  and  Dioan,  Brittany. 
Photograph  of  a  Curioua  Car\-ed  Stone  Hammer  (?),  found  near  Euthin, 
North  Wales.  By  the  Rev.  E.  L,  BAjtHwi:i,L,  Euthin,  Secretary  of  the 
Cambrian  ArchKoli>gical  Association. 

Collection  of  Gun  Flint  Locks  of  different  dates,  in  a  Case,  By  Mr 
Thomas  Bbvcb,  (iunmaker,  Calton  Street. 

This  series  of  Pritinh  gun  locks  was  collected  by  Mr  Bryce,  who,  as  a 
practical  gun-maker,  was  frequently  employed  in  altering  gun  locks 
from  the  flint  to  the  percussion  principle;  the  inner  portion  only  of 
tho  spring  being  required,  the  outer  parts  were  laid  aside.  The  locks  are 
arranged  to  show  the   great  variety  of  forms  and  workmanship,  there 
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being  no  duplicates  except  in  the  cases  of  right  and  left-hand  action. 
Many  of  llic  locks  exhibit  the  date  and  maker's  name,  including  Tarioos 
celebrated  makers.  In  the  case  are  specimens  of  varions  ingenious  inven- 
tions to  render  guns  water  and  wind  proof,  also  novel  methods  of  prim- 

ing)  &c. 

Two  Flint  and  Wheel  Gun-Locks.  By  James  Johhstoki,  Esq., 
Curator  S.A.  Scot. 

Wheel  Gun-Lock.    By  James  Drummond,  Esq^  F.S.A.  Scot. 

Brass  Cannon  of  curious  chased  design,  with  the  date  Anno  1675;  it 
measures  15  inches  in  length,  and  was  found  near  Wemyss  Castle. 

Specimen  of  Ecclesiastical  Blue-Enamelled  Brass  work  (of  the  Scla- 
vonic Greek  Church),  believed  to  be  of  the  Fourteenth  Century.  By 
W.  Wabino  Hay  Newton,  Esq.,  F.S.A.  Scot. 

Iron  Cannon  Ball,  measuring  2^  inches  in  diameter,  found  near  Dun- 
bar.   By  the  Rev.  R.  B.  Thomson,  Spott,  Dunbar. 

Iron  Dagger  with  Bone  Handle,  found  at  Sheriffmuir.  By  A.  B. 
CoBDOLD,  Esq.,  Broughton  Park. 

Old  Wooden  Lock,  of  curious  construction,  with  six  sliding  wooden 
players,  large  bolt,  and  wooden  key;  from  Shetland.  By  Horatio 
M'CuLLOcir,  Esq.,  R.S.A. 

Two  Baskot-hilted  Swords.     By  Mr  Alex.  Monro,  Rankeillor  Street. 

RuHHJan  Musket  (percussion  lock),  with  Bayonet,  sent  from  the  Crimea 
by  Andrew  Drysdale,  M.D.,  79th  Regt.  of  Foot.  By  William  Drtsdale, 
Esq.,  D.C.S.,  F.SA.  Scot. 

Small  Bronzo  Modal  of  Provost  Drummond  of  Edinburgh.  By  Gborgb 
Sim,  Eh<i.,  F.SA.  Scot.     (See  Communication  by  Mr  Sim,  p.  393). 

Stereograph  on  (ilass  of  an  Illuminated  Manuscript  Volume  on  vellum, 
which  formerly  belonged  to  Mary  Queen  of  Scots ;  with  a  Stereoscope  and 
Metal  Stand.  By  Professor  C.  Piazzi  Smyth,  through  R.  M.  Smite, 
Esij.,  F.S.A.  Scot.     (See  Communication  by  Professor  Smyth,  p.  394.) 

The  following  Comnuinicatioiij>  were  reiul : — 


i 
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NOTICE  OF  A  MEDALLION  OF  PAUL  JONES,  GIVEN  BY  HIMSELF  TO 
MRS  BELSHES,  OF  EDINBURGH;  NOW  PHEBENTED  TO  THE  SO- 
CIETY. TOGETHER  WITH  THE  PRIVATEER'S  AUTOGRAPH  LETTER, 
Br  Phofebbor  A.  CAMPBELL  SWINTON,  F.S.A.  Scot.  OoiiMDyic*TEO  bt 
COSMO  INNES,  Esq.,  F.S.A,  Scot. 

The  history  of  PaHl  Jones  ie  now  well  ascertained.  His  name  was  John 
Paul.  He  was  the  son  of  John  Paul,  gardener  to  Mr  Craik  of  Arbig- 
land,  and  was  educated  at  the  Parish  School  of  Sirkbeao.  He  went  to 
sea  early,  and  while  sUlI  a  youth,  obtained  the  command  of  the  "Betsy" 
of  London,  a  West  India  ship.  In  1773  he  visited  Virginia,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  arranging  the  affairs  of  his  brother,  who  hod  died  intestate.  About 
that  time  he  assumed  the  name  of  Jones.  Paul  Jones  entered  the 
American  service,  being  now  about  twenty-eight  years  of  age.  Though 
be  had  not  been  educated  for  naval  command  in  ships  of  war,  he  had  often 
sailed  in  armed  vessels,  and  had  received  an  excellent  training  as  a  prac- 
tical seaman  ;  his  services  were  therefore  eagerly  accepted  by  the  young 
republic  of  America.  In  organising  Iheir  infant  navy,  Congress  appointed 
three  classes  of  lieutenants,  and  Jones  was  placed  at  the  head  of  the  first 
class,  his  first  comwiseiou  was  dated  1775.  He  was  assigned  to  the 
"Alfred,"andonboard  that  vessel  he  hoisted  with  his  own  hand  the  starry 
flag  of  America,  being  the  Grst  time  it  was  displayed.  In  1777,  Jones  pro- 
ceeded to  France,  where  he  was  appointed  to  tbe  command  of  the  ship 
"Banger"  of  eighteen  guns,  and  shortly  after  set  sail  on  that  cruise, 
which  afterwards  became  so  celebrated,  from  its  reckless  daring;  amongst 
other  adventures,  was  bis  attack  upon  the  seat  of  the  Earl  of  Selkirk,  at 
St  Mary's  Isle,  from  whence  the  privateers  carried  off  all  the  silver  plate. 
The  Countess  of  Selkirk  soon  afterwards  received  a  letter  from  the  pri- 
vateer, intimating  bis  intention  to  return  the  stolen  plate,  which  pro- 
mise he  faithfully  fulfilled.  This  celebrated  Gallovidiau  afterwards  rose 
to  the  rank  of  Rear-Admiral  in  the  Russian  service.  He  died  in  France 
on  the  18th  of  July  1792.' 


'  Vidt  Nieliolson'B  Hiatory  of  Callowaj. 
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The  following  note  from  Professor  C.  SwiDton  serves  to  trace  the 
luodallioii  now  in  the  Museum  with  the  autograph  letter  of  the  Admiral, 

whioh  rtcoonipanied  it: — 

*'  1  can  it'll  you  little  about  the  medallion  of  Paul  Jones  beyond 
what  irt  nuitainod  in  the  autograph  letter  from  himself,  which  was 
pn^Honioil  along  with  it  to  the  Society  of  Antiquaries,  and  which  is, 
ptM'hapH,  tho  greater  curiosity  of  the  two.  That  letter  is  addressed  to 
Mrti  HelnheH,  who80  husband  was  a  kinsman  of  the  Invermay  family. 
Sh(«  >vaM  u  MittH  lUichanan  of  Drumpellier,  aunt  to  Mrs  Graham,  the  wife 
of  I  h  Uruluun,  our  (late)  Professor  of  Botany,  with  whom  she  lived  during 
hov  widowhood,  and  in  whose  house  she  died  (in  Great  King  Street)  some 
lllltM^n  or  twenty  years  ago.  The  medallion  and  relative  letter  were 
given  by  Mn*  Helhlies  to  my  father — she  being  a  Scotch  cousin  of  ours, 
—anil  had  Ihmmi  in  my  possession  some  twenty  or  thirty  years.  I  believe 
x\\K>  work  iri  of  wax.  The  letter  explains  that  it  was  executed  in  Paris, 
ami  waii  ^ent  by  the  Freebooter  himself  to  Mrs  Belshes/' 


Pabis,  Auffutt  29th,  1786. 
Madam, — It  is  with  great  pleasure  that  T  now  execute  the  flattering 
oonani88ion  you  gave  me  before  you  left  this  city.  Sir  James  Stuart, 
whi>  returns  immediately  to  Scotland,  does  me  the  honour  to  take  charge 
of  tlio  Medallion  you  desired  I  might  send  you.  I  am  unable  to  say 
wlu^tlier  it  is  well  or  ill  executed,  but  I  feel  it  receives  its  value  from 
yt>ur  acceptance;  an  honour  for  which  I  can  never  suflSciently  express 
n\y  obligation,  but  which  it  will  always  be  my  ambition  to  merit.  My 
renpectful  compliments  await  your  husband.  I  am  very  sensible  of  Lis 
polite  attentions  while  here. 

May  you  always  enjoy  a  state  of  happiness  as  real  as  is  the  esteem 
and  respect  with  which  I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

Madam, 
Your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 


Mib  Hklsuks,  Scutlaiicl. 
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NOTICE  OF  A  RARE  MEDAL  OF  PK0V08T  DRUMMOND  OF  EDIN- 
BUBQH.  PRESENTED  TO  THE  SOCIETY  BY  GEQBGB  BIM,  Eaq., 
F.3J..  Scot. 

iiefore  attempting  to  describe  llie  meilalet  now  [iresented  to  the  Mu- 
aenm,  I  may  meDtion  that  I  procurcJ  it  Id  Londou,  uud  that  I  have 
never  seen  another  eimilar;  nor  can  I  find  it  recorded  that  such  a  medal 
waa  Btrui:k. 

The  obverse  bearB  the  portrait  of  Provost  Drummond  to  the  left,  with 
a  view  of  the  Royal  Infirmary  in  the  distance.  Legend — "  G.  Drhm- 
HOND  Abchitxot.  Scot.  Sdmmes  Maqib.  Enm.  Tea  Cos." 

Beverte. — A  view  of  the  Royal  Exchange,  with  the  legend — "  Urbi 
ExORHiUDiCmuMdDBCoMMODiTiTi."  And  in  the  Esergue,  or  beliiw  the 
building,  "Fori  Novi  EDiNnnEOKKSis  Posito  Lapibb  Pbimo  Obbo  Per 

SOOTIAM  ABOHITKCTONlCtB  EXCDDI  JCBSIT.      XUI  SePTEMBBIB  MDCCLIU. 

This  medalet,  therefore,  hears  to  have  been  struck  on  tho  occasion  of 
the  laying  of  the  fonndation-etone  of  the  New  Eoyal  Eicbange  by  George 
Drnmmoud,  Grand-Master  of  the  Freemasons,  Chief  Magistrate  of  Edin- 
burgh for  the  third  time. 

The  view  of  the  Royal  Infirmary  on  the  obverse  would  indicate  that 
Provost  Drummond  had  also  something  to  do  with  that  building. 

To  render  tlje  medalet  more  intcreating,  I  subjoin  one  or  two  extracts 
regarding  Provost  Drummond. 

Arnol,  in  his  "  History  of  Edinburgh"  (Edin.  1779,  p.  311),  says,— 
"  The  foundation  of  the  intended  building  (the  Royal  Exchange)  was  laid 
with  great  formality  on  the  13th  September  1753;  George  Drummond, 
Esq.,  then  Grand-Master  of  the  FreemasonB,  whose  memory,  as  a  patriotic 
magiatrate,  will  ever  be  revered  by  the  citizens,  performing  the  principal 
part  in  this  ceremony.  To  oild  to  its  solemnity,  a  triumphal  arch,  theatres 
for  the  magistrates  and  officers  of  the  grand  lodge,  and  galleries  for  the 
other  lodges  and  spectators,  were  erected  upon  the  occasion.  Tlio  con- 
tract, however,  for  carrying  on  the  building  waa  not  settled  till  the  12th 
of  June  1754,  and  nest  day  tlie  work  was  begun," 
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ArDot  also  says,  with  reference  to  tha  Boyal  Infinnaiy  (^  ^^7)r~ 
*^  But  to  none  has  the  Bojal  Infinnary  bem  more  indebted  than  to 
George  Drummond,  Esq.,  who  was  seven  times  elected  Loid  FroTOtt 
of  Edinburgh.  As  the  improvement  of  the  city  and  benefit  of  the 
community  were  ever  the  objects  which  he  assidnondy  endeaTonred 
to  promote,  so  this  institution  was  in  a  peculiar  manner  the  object  of 
his  public-spirited  exertions.  The  managers  of  the  Infirmary  have 
testified  their  sense  of  these  obligations,  by  erecting  in  their  hall  a  biut 
of  him,  executed  by  Nollekins,  with  this  inscription,  "  Geoige  Dram- 
mond,  to  whom  this  country  is  indebted  for  all  the  benefit  which  it 
derives  from  the  Royal  Infirmar}'." 

Noliekins'  bust  is  still  in  tlie  Hall  of  the  Infirmary,  and  bears  a  strik- 
ing resemblance  to  the  portrait  on  the  Medal,  if  we  make  allowance  for 
his  advanced  age. 

On  looking  over  my  correspondence  with  my  young  friend,  Mr  William 
Frederick  Miller  (now  in  London),  a  very  clever  engraver,  and  particu- 
larly interested  in  Scottish  coins  and  medals  as  well  as  antiquities,  I 
find  in  one  of  his  letters,  "  The  medal  of  Provost  Dmmmond,  the  im- 
pression of  which  you  so  kindlj'  forwarded,  is  very  interesting,  especially 
so  to  me,  from  my  having  at  one  time  hunted  up  a  good  many  particulars 
about  a  sister  of  his,  May  Drummond,  a  very  singular  woman,  for  a  long 
time  a  minister  in  the  Society  of  Friends,  Edinburgh.  In  *  Chambeis' 
Traditions  of  Edinburgh,'  there  is  a  short  notice  of  the  lady." 

I  would  suppose  this  medalet  to  be  the  work  of  a  native  artist. 


III. 

NOTICE  RESPECTING  AX  ILLUMINATED  MAXrSCRIPT  OX  VELLOT. 
WHICH  FORMERLY  BELONGED  TO  MARY  QUEEN  OF  SCOTS.  CcM- 
MLXicATEH  BY  Tkofess^^r  C.  PIAZZI  SMYTH.  THK-iGH  R  31  SlTITa 
Esq..  F.S.A.  &.'ot.     ^ILLUSTRATED  BY  A  PHOTOGRAPHIC  PRI>T.) 

Along  with  some  stortv^irrai  :.s  wl.i  1.  I  rv-'iivt-l  fr-.m  mv  friend  Pro- 
fessor Smyth  on  his  rt-nira  fr  : .  lii:--: ».  •;    r    w  »>  .:::e  of 
had  been  the  property  *.!  M  ii  \  v^'ucen  oi  ^c.t5.     Thi 
likely  to  interest  this  S^xricty.  I 
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the  etereoBcope,  with  which  my  kiad  friend  had  bIbo  provided  me ;  aud 
at  Bamo  time  reqa^sted  that  he  would  give  me,  iu  writing,  his  verbal 
commimication  regarding  it.  The  requeet  was  not  only  gtauted,  but 
with  a  generous  appreciation  of  the  object,  I  have  the  honour  of  preeent- 
ing,  in  hie  name,  a  eopy  to  the  Society ;  (flee  page  390). 

The  following  is  the  communication:— 

"  Among  other  ohjectB  of  interest  in  liussia  of  which  I  BUcceeded  in 
bringing  Bway  photographic  recorde  duriDg  the  recent  trip,  to  whose 
realization  the  kind  BerviceB  of  yourself  and  Mr  Millar,  M.P,  of  Leith 
BO  much  contributed,  was,  as  you  know.  Queen  Mary'B  Fotheringhfty 
missal ;  a  Bubject  which  has  perhaps  BufBcient  of  national  interest  about 
it  to  justify  my  requesting  you  to  present  a  nature -pain  ted  picture  on 
glasa,  in  a  suitable  Btereoscope,  to  the  Society  of  Antiquaries  of  Scot- 
land. ^ 

"  Although  my  visit  to  the  great  empire  of  the  North  and  East  was 
mainly  connected  with  ecience,  still,  when  I  heard  in  St  Petersburg  of 
there  being,  in  the  Imperial  Library  of  that  city,  a  very  precious  manu- 
script volume  that  had  heloDged  to  Queen  Mary,  and  had  been  written  in 
— some  also  added  i]|uminat«d — by  her  royal  hand  during  her  English 
captivity,  I  could  not  but  be  anxious  to  bring  back  to  the  capital  of 
Scotland  eome  veri-facBlmile  of  the  handicraft  of  one  aa  talented  as 
unfortunate,  and  as  much  misunderstood  by  some  aa  admired  by 
others. 

"  Towards  this  end  I  had  already  a  small  photographic  apparatus  with 
me ;  but  that,  by  itself,  would  have  availed  little  while  in  a  strange 
land,  bod  not  my  wife  made  the  acquaintance  of  a  Bussian  lady  of 
«xalted  sentiment  and  of  infinite  spirit.  No  sooner  had  this  lady  heard 
of  my  wish,  than  she  took  up  the  idea  most  warmly  and  enthusiastically : 
'  Marie  Sluarl !'  she  exclaimed,  as  if  it  were  a  name  she  bad  long  been 
accustomed  to  admire,  and  immediately  she  turned  round  to  the  com- 
pany, telling  them,  in  Russian,  of  the  project  on  foot,  inquirijig  how  it 
might  best  bo  carried  out,  and  assured  us  that  she  would  forthwith 
commence  her  plans  for  procuring  me  leave  to  take  the  much-desired 
photograph,  and  that  we  might  depend  upon  her. 

"  Again  we  saw  the  lady  after  some  weeks;  she  had  in  the  me* 
while  ascertained  that  the  book  had  been  removed  from  the  Impt 
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Library  in  the  Xevski  Proepeit,  and  was  now  deposited  in  the  m- 
seum  of  the  Palace  of  the  Hennitage  on  the  Nera.  The  keeper  oi  that 
museam  had  been  accordingly  applied  to,  but  had  intimated  insapeiahle 
difficulties :  no  such  thing  as  a  photograph  ooold  be  taken,  he  said,  with* 
out  the  Emperor's  express  permission  being  asked.  *  llien  the  Em- 
peror's permission  shall  be  asked/  replied  the  undaunted  lady.  Again, 
accoriingly.  she  set  her  influence  to  work ;  and  in  about  ten  days  dfter, 
her  son -in -Uw  kinlly  called  on  us  to  say  that  the  reqtiisite  leave  had  been 
obuined.  and  that  he  was  ready  then  and  there  to  conduct  ns  to  the 
Herm;:ap^  to  see  the  b^x^k,  and  arrange  ulterior  proceedings. 

**  On  receiving  this  j>yf-dl  news  we  lost  not  a  moment's  time,  and 
junivir^c  iito  a  dn>^hiT  at  the  door,  bade  the  IshTostschik  or  driver, 
wiih  a  bisli.'p's  hat,  a  Sjig>e's  beard,  and  long  priestly  garment  of  dark 
blue  vlo:h.  drive  us  s:r;iicht  to  the  Hermitage,  and  k^p  np  all  the  way 
with  o^r  :ra.:::i^  trieni  in  his  private  vehicle  dashing  along  with  its 
m*^u:doeL:  *:i:ih-tr>t:inz  ox^^l-black  horse. 

"  In  a  few  minute s  we  were  a;  the  entrance  of  the  Hermitage;  and 
lN*5s>:r.<  ur.ier  the  ivrticv-^  ad  mcd  wiih  cv>!c<^  caryatidee  in  native 
irrir..:e.  wo  r->:tcred  :Lr-  jiliss  :-:liiLg-dx-r«,  were  relieved  from  our  outer 
ayiwrtl  ry  :*:i£-  ?^ ■::i:-u::li:okry  i::ei.dir.:5,  had  ci«sed  the  polished  marble 
h**.'..  ar..:  w-rt-  ;u>':  aV«:u:  :o  asceid  ihe  fraud  staircase  with  noiseless 
irt-ii.  whtu  .v.:  :::-r.i  !:<:"iei  ivwn  a:  my  feet,  and  started  as  if  shot  to 
t'L^-  *:it  AM, —  r-  xcr.rSiS  if  itLi  US :  wLst  is  the  zuatter''  '  Tour  goloshes  !* 
he  r;Avr'..s:ei  :r.  a  yi:<:v  us  £rr:.Ai: ;  ai.d  sure  enough  I  had  omitted  to  take 
c5  uiy  Iu.::*-r.::*:^f:^>  *:  t'r.r  i:or  :  an-dit  was  ii^xcc^able  too,  after  being 
si."  r.".Ary  w^vVs  .u  '\.-:  ::*iu:ry.  v  live  forrrtten  a  rule  which  is  of  snch 
xiu.ti^-.Ar.u^:  r!c:u:.  ali'te  iu  the  c'veruxiriit  v5ce  and  the  private  house 
c:  tVttT  .It'crw  ;  aui  ':.as  ui:re:ver  a  verr  rcisc-nabre  fcmnlation  in  the 
ex:T*:r.i.:-.Arir  ir.jirui^ujy  alu:.>jt  r*rTT^T^k:  to  th-e  clfmaie  outside,  and 
the  wATTu  Itil.ie:   ft:u::t^Th-^T^:   wh.-.h  fver  reiius  within  each  Russian 

<'.'.*  *^>.''^>    Art  S:«r«    .......> «.    ^...■.     ./    ^-    -    * i-z   .. . tTZ.    ia^.-.-s-    aL-J 

V  _•  m  ■  I  I*.      .     *.    JV.«.i^^  .  a7V7<^  .      A«>>-7-         --  .......       — ■....   iT??     _■«.     .«•<.  .i^aCT 


" '«^f"/.   wr  werx   xtTj  >••.'-    ^^•    -  -'-- :l:s  me  periecily  « 

w-f,  fcu  i,  if:<^ruiu:h  ^ii".  ■-;:.' .      •  "   ~^:-?e  i«a2ace,  weiebroaght 
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into  the  missal-room  by  one  of  the  officers  of  that  department,  to  wait 
there  until  duly  visited  by  the  great  man  of  the  museum.  He  soon 
came,  in  a  blue  court  dress  with  a  large  diamond  star  on  his  coat  and 
several  crosses  round  his  neck,  gave  us  the  required  leave,  and  then  we 
began  our  examination. 

'^  The  book  so  much  sought  for  was  at  once  extracted  for  us  out  of  a 
glass  case,  and  proved  to  be  a  moderate-sized  quarto  of  between  two  and 
three  hundred  pages,  vellum,  and  bound  in  dark  crimson  velvet  with 
gilt  clasps,  handsomely,  but  too  well ;  for  this  binding  was  modern,  and 
the  wretch,  whoever  he  was  who  performed  it,  had  actually  cut  the  leaves 
even  along  their  outer  edges,  removing,  with  the  margin,  much  docu- 
mentary matter. 

"  We  examined  every  page  of  the  book,  and  found  the  general  descrip- 
tion given  of  it  by  Prince  Labanoff  in  the  seventh  volume  of  his 
"  Lettres  de  Marie  Stuart"  extremely  exact.  No  part  of  the  writing 
proper,  or  of  the  illumination,  is  by  the  unfortunate  queen  ;  it  is  probably 
earlier  than  her  mature  day,  and  must  have  been  the  work  of  distin- 
guished professional  hands,  for  it  has  been  described  by  able  authorities 
as  a  superb  manuscript  in  Gothic  character,  magnificently  enriched  with 
arabesque  miniatures  in  gold  and  brilliant  colours  of  the  first  order,  and 
was  only  called  hers  as  having  been  her  property.  Her  property,  truly, 
it  had  been,  and  her  companion  too,  during  almost  all  that  was  emi- 
nently happy  or  unhappy  in  her  life.  It  came  apparently  into  her  pos- 
session iD  France  about  four  years  before  her  marriage  with  the  dauphin ; 
in  token  whereof,  the  25th  page  bears  the  legend,  in  the  queen's  own 
hand :  "  Ce  livre  est  k  moi,  Marie,  Royne,  1654."  And  as  we  find  it, 
under  the  name  of  "  Livre  d'Heures,"  mentioned  in  the  Chartley  cata- 
logue of  her  belongings  in  August  1586,  and  again  under  the  name  of  a 
mattins  book  in  the  inventorye  of  the  Jewells,  &c,  of  the  late  Queene  of 
Scottes  in  February  1587,  as  bound  in  velvet,  with  comer  pieces,  middle 
plates  and  clasps  of  gold  adorned  with  diamonds,  we  may,  without 
risking  much,  conclude  it*  to  have  been  a  present  from  her  royal  lover 
and  future  husband. 

*'  Certainly  she  appears  to  have  cherished  the  volume  dearly,  to  have 
carried  it  with  her  from  the  happy  court  of  France,  to  have  kept  it  by 
her  through  her  varied  career  in  her  native  land,  and,  finally,  during  her 
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toiiB  impriaonraent  in  England.     Here  it  wm  that  she  began  to  

it  her  monrnful  thoughta  and  melancholy  anticipations,  always  in  Fnneb, 
and  );onerally  in  verao,  of  a  quaint  and  somewhat  transcendental  style. 
Every  spore  portion  of  a  page  is  thus  occupied  ;  and  one  of  the  pagm, 
iu  tho  [ihotographia  view,  the  only  originally  hiank  page  in  the  book, 
oovervd  with  such  vemee,  ami  with  meiuorauduma  of  various  date«,  filled 
iu  at  lost  sideways  and  cunierways,  as  if  the  length  of  her  impriaonnHiU 
bad  far  snqiMsed  tboae  expectutions  which  the  qoeen  had  too  coofii 
indulp-'d,  when  her  more  regular  and  full-sized  enlriee  were  made. 

"  .\l  Ant  sight  of  this  Hcrawlud  und  painfully  indited  page,  one 
eliiied  tu  think  that  the  poor  queeu  must,  like  many  other  prisoners, 
U-en  kept  ill-supplied  with  paper  of  every  description  ;  but  that 
oiu-e  negatived  by  tlio  Inveutorye  before  quoted,  which  mentiona, 
vmaynelh  in  the  eayd  late  Queenes  cabinet  and  other  pli 
number  of  hooka,  drinking  glasses,  and  other  email  thinges  not 
itionod  in  this  luventurye,  which  are  also  claymed  by  the  sevQrall  ser- 
goven  to  them  by  their  miatris.'*  Something  special,  tfaere- 
Al^  Iwnlnil  to  induce  the  Queen,  towards  the  downfall  of  her  career, 
lO  mka  tUa  particular  hook  the  recipient  of  her  feelings  and  fears ;  and 
wkfet  OMUe  BO  likely  as  that  it  wao  a  gift  from  her  first  love,  when  he 
vowed  to  oherisb  and  defend  her  through  life,  so  help  him  God  1  This 
view  is  perhaps  strengthened  by  an  explanation  I  would  attempt  to  give 
of  a  oiroumstanco  yet  unoocouiited  for — viz.,  that  throughout  the  book 
there  oru  introduced  into  the  arabesques  numerous  shields  for  coats  of 
arms,  nnoo  evidently  duly  emblazoned;  but  such  emblazoning  has  been 
■uhsequeutly  eraxid,  without  a  single  exception,  from  the  beginning  to' 
till)  end,  and  one  example  of  such  a  blank  and  rudely  rubbed  ehii '  ~~ 
(xinlainud  in  the  right-hand  page  of  the  photograph.  What  were 
oroMid  armsf 

"  If  tbo  book  was  a  royal  preuuptinl  present,  it  was  probably  pre] 
for  the  ooQoaion ;  and  Uory's  own  insignia,  or  such  as  would  have  pleased 
bor,  would  hnvo  been  inserted.  Now  she  laid  claim,  from  an  early  period, 
It)  the  throne  of  Eugli 
KhKiixh  Quven  Mary, 
Krt'nob  jH»ople,  "lb», 
01)  Ihnir  bDiinorR,  nnt 


SfiUed 
mnkeU        ■ 
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elude  that  there  was  something  depicted  on  those  shields  which,  even 
at  first  rather  too  amhitious,  would  be  thought  in  a  captive  Queen  to  be 
actually  treasonable. 

"  At  all  events,  the  book  was  kept  in  England,  and  about  the  Court, 
until  1615,  as  is  gathered  from  certain  entries  (that  of  Francis  Bacon, 
of  the  immortal  "Novum  Organon  Scientiarum, ''  amongst  others),  and 
was  then  lost  sight  of  until  the  early  years  of  the  French  Eevolution, 
when,  stripped  of  its  costly  binding,  the  volume  was  bought  at  a  cheap 
rate  in  Paris,  amidst  a  heap  of  plunder  from  the  royal  library  there,  by 
M.  Doubrovsky,  a  gentleman  attached  to  the  Russian  embassy  in  France, 
and  by  him  transmitted  to  St  Petersburg.  The  honourable  and  careful 
manner  in  which  this  very  remarkable  prize  is  now  preserved  in  the 
Northern  capital  reflects  the  highest  credit  on  the  Hussian  government ; 
yet,  as  it  indicates  also  that  they  are  not  likely  to  part  with  the  original, 
we  may  as  well  turn  to  the  photograph  and  see  what  it  conveys. 

"  On  the  right  page  is  a  specimen  of  the  illumination,  which,  with 
Latin  and  French  prayers,  forms  the  body  of  the  book ;  on  the  left,  the 
Queen's  manuscript.  Attending  to  this  more  particularly,  and  examin- 
ing the  glass-plate  with  a  microscope,  there  may  be  read,  in  excellent 
confirmation  of  Prince  Labanoff's  accurate  interpretation,  neeur  the  top 
of  the  page — 

"  qui  iamais  davantage  enst  contraire  le  sort 
Si  la  vie  meat  moins  utile  que  la  mort. 
£t  plustost  que  chager  de  mes  maus  ladyenture 
Ghacun  change  pour  moi  dhumeur  et  de  nature 

Mabie  R 
Underneath  this — 

**  xviii  dOctobre  adyertir  fl." 

On  the  outer  side,  in  three  descending  lines — 

'•  escrire  au  eegretaire  pour  Douglas" 

Then  the  verse — 

"  Gome  autres  fois  la  reuomee 
ne  vole  plus  par  lunivers 
isy  borne  son  cours  divers 
la  chose  delle  plus  aimee 

Maris  R/* 
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Labanoff  to  have  made  with  the  book  before  him ;  and  it  caused  mo 
much  doubt  and  perplexity,  until  I  fell  upon  the  note  to  page  346  of  his 
seventh  volume,  wherein  he  mentions  that  he  has  prepared  his  descrip- 
tion from  accounts  of  the  book  sent  to  him  in  London  from  St  Peters- 
burg. Those  accounts  he  terms  faC'Similes,  and  it  was  such  that  he 
demanded  should  be  prepared  and  forwarded  to  him ;  but  as  that  order 
was  given  somewhere  about  the  year  1843 — or  long  before  the  day  of  col- 
lodion-photography— the  so-called  fac-similes  must  have  been  produced 
by  hand,  and  so  included  an  element  of  human  weakness  quite  sufificient 
to  account  for  their  communicator's  ultimate  divergence  from  the  original 
facts ;  for  man  is  certainly  not  equal  to  matter  in  preparing  a  reproduc- 
tion of  any  given  specimen,  even  of  caligraphy,  good  or  bad. 

"  The  tracing  of  the  cause  of  this  discrepance,  I  trust  you  will  allow, 
is  not  without  its  use ;  for  the  sense  to  be  attached  to  the  Queen's  verses 
would  be  materially  altered  had  they  been  really  printed  and  in  regular 
lines,  duly  punctuated  and  initialed  by  capitals,  as  are  the  contents 
proper  of  the  book — viz.  its  ancient  psalms  and  prayers — instead  of  being 
in  reality  merely  scribbled  in,  almost  at  random.  Not  only,  indeed,  is 
this  the  case,  but  there  are  even  verbal  symptoms  perceptible  of  these 
manuscript  scribblings  having  been  crude  first  thoughts,  materially  cor- 
rected occasionally  on  subsequent  reflection.  Thus  the  last  line  quoted 
indicates,  in  the  photograph,  by  a  scratched-out  "  publier,"  that  it  was 
intended  to  have  stood  originally, 

"  pour  publier  et  dire  aprea ;" 

but  Queen  Mary,  as  quickwitted  as  fair,  soon  saw  that  her  second  was 
but  supererogation  after  her  first,  and  therefore  altered  it  to 

"  pour  dire  et  publier  apres." 

And  again,  in  the  fourth  line  of  the  first  extract,  the  original  leading 
word  stood  "  chacune,"  but  has  been  altered  to  "  chacun" — an  altera- 
tion only  of  a  letter,  but  indicating  volumes ;  for  is  it  not  a  proof  of 
poor  Mary's  true  womanhood,  and  a  touching  confession  that,  if  in  the 
midst  of  her  contrary  fates  and  unhappy  imprisonment,  when  death  was 
already  beginning  to  appear  her  only  alternative,  she  felt  inclined  to 
accuse  her  female  attendants  of  turning  round  upon  her  in  misfortune, 
and  changing  their  feelings  and  dispositions  from  what  they  once  were  ; 
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ret  OQ  matnrer  o^nslieradon,  she  expunged  this  libel  on  her  own  aesL 
ml  ackn  jwle<i^>>d  thit.  thoagh  her  lords  might  hmve  abandoned  her  now, 
her  ladies  were  con^unt  and  faithful :  loTing  long^  and  attached  to  her 
analterally  :  :r::e  to  wjmin's  eternal  nature,  which,  once  expanding  in 
perre::  l.>ve.  Levcr  knows,  through  good  or  evil  fortune,  another  change? 
**  Sa:h.  iLen.  is  the  main  subject  matter  of  the  photograph  which  I  now 
beg  to  klI  yju  fjr  preseniation  to  the  Scottish  Antiquaries.'* 

P.S. — In  the  felicitous  address  of  Lord  Xeaves  at  the  opening  of  the 
session,  the  a:ten:ion  of  the  audience  was  directed  to  the  value  of  obtain- 
ing pb  ::o graphs  of  such  ol-jorts  as  could  not  themselves  be  carried  away. 
An  aiii::  jml  in  iucement  to  carry  out  his  Lordship's  suggestion  is  this, 
— that  s:::h  pho:- 'graph?,  taken  almost  instantaneously,  and  in  ever  so 
small  ani  [vrtable  a  size,  do  yet, — if  on  glass  and  well  defined, — con- 
tain all  :Le  minute  details  which  may  afterwards  be  required,  and  which 
mjiy  l-e  brought  out  at  leisure  sufficiently  enlarged  for  all  purposes. 

This  quality  is  even  more  apparent  in  a  further  description  of  the 
riirLt-hiLJ  t-ue  o:  the  Missal,  which  Profess^jr  Smvih  has  sent  me  as 
iVlIows  : — 

••  With  reference  to  your  wish  to  asocnain  more  of  the  minute  parti- 
cvilirs  C'i  :Le  illuriiiLate.!  page  of  the  missal,  1  have  requested  Mr  Hart, 
who  has  recoMly  nttvi  up  f:-r  me  an  appropiiate  compound  microscope, 
to  convev  it  lo  ;l:e  rc'.nis  of  the  ALtijuaries  Societv,  in  order  that  vou 
may,  by  its  means.  examiLe  the  glass  photograph  and  prove  the  details 
to  the  Eieetin::.  Wi:h  a  ma>niifnEi:  ivwer  of  from  12  to  15  linear,  vou 
will  make  out  the  sLialler  features,  prc»bably  almcist  as  well  as  with  the 
real  l-x-k  l-efore  vou. 

"  The  Gothic  c:--^.ra::ers  on  the  page  in  question  are  the  beginning  of 
the  oSth  Psalm  in  Li: in :  '  Doniine  Le  in  furore  tuo  arguas  me,  neque 
in  ira  t-a  corripias  me.* 

'•  The  miniature  represer-ts  K::..-  I'  ;v:  i  T^ith  an  op-E-a  K^^k  and  a  harp 
before  him;  Jerusalem,  s.:::cvv':..i*  ii.::_  .:.i>v  1  :::  it?  .irohirecnire.  but 
neighl-our^  i  with  j  aim  :rcv5.  is  ::.  :"..  ".-:  :.  -li  l-Lji-ie  Lim  is  a 
moiel  of  ;he  Temple.  wL::L  :...  ;  :„  :  ■  :  1  ":  l.cj.  wis  nut  to  be 
l>ermittt-d  to  luilJ :  but  i^  :L.  !..  i- ..  -  .>  .:,  ..iji^earance  of  the  Deity, 
reassuring  the  penitent  spirit  vi  the  s^^^-.:  ^ii^^cr  of  IsraeL 
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"  The  floral  ornamentation  around  the  pages  is  well  worthy  of  close 
attention,  not  only  for  its  extreme  beauty,  and  the  fertility  of  invention 
which  it  displays  in  every  part,  but  for  the  number  of  Scottish  plants 
which  are  introduced,  the  ivy,  convolvulus,  strawberry,  apple-blossom, 
bulrush,  &c.,  appearing  abundantly,  and,  above  all,  the  thistle  ;  this  the 
artist  has  never  been  tired  of  reproducing. 

"  As  examples  of  how  satisfactorily  a  magnifying-and-copying  camera 
brings  out  these  minute  points,  notwithstanding  the  unavoidable  very 
small  size  of  the  original  photograph,  I  beg  to  send  you  and  the  Society, 
with  this,  some  magnified  copies  on  paper  about  3  inches  square,  of  four 
little  portions,  each  rather  less  than  a  quarter  inch  square  on  the  stereo- 
scopic glass. 

"  The  first  of  these  portions  contains  the  memorable  signature, '  Mario 
R.,'  with  the  ends  of  four  lines  of  verse,  containing,  amongst  others,  the 
words  '  renommee '  and  '  aimee '  (renown  and  love),  decided  favourites,  it 
would  appear  from  this  page,  with  the  poor  queen. 

"  The  second  has  the  initial  letter  D  of  the  Psalm  just  mentioned ;  it 
contains  within  itself  the  Christian  symbol  of  the  Trinity,  and  has  very 
rich  floral  ornament  below  and  to  the  left. 

"  The  third  gives  the  tail-piece  of  the  Psalm  verse,  with  a  lighter  style 
of  ornament. 

"  And  the  fourth  gives  the  mutilated  armorial  shield,  where  the  vellum 
ground  may  be  observed  rubbed  up  into  fluff,  and  the  adjacent  ornament 
much  smeared  by  the  violence  of  the  detergent  operations  that  must  have 
been  employed." 

A  further  postscript  states  that  the  accompanying  Plate  is  a  photo- 
graphic copy  of  one  member  of  the  original  stereograph,  magnified  four 
times,  and  is  almost  half  the  size  of  the  book  itself. 

The  cordial  thanks  of  the  Society  were  voted  to  Professor  Smyth  ;  as 
also  to  Madame  de  Lerche  of  St  Petersburg,  through  whose  good  oflSces 
the  Professor  got  access  to  the  Missal. 
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IV. 

NOTES  OF  ANTIQUITIES  IN  THE  ISLE  OF  HABRIS;  WITH  PLANS 
AND  DRAWINGS.  By  Captain  F.  W.  L.  THOMAS,  R.N.,  Cobb.  Mem. 
S.A.  Scot. 

[Printed  in  this  Volume,  at  page  134,  in  the  "  Description  of  Bee-hive 
Houses,  &c.,  Part  II."] 


Wednesday,  11th  April  1860. 
DAVID  LAING,  Esq.,  Vice-President,  in  the  Chair. 

The  Donations  to  the  Museum  and  Library  were  as  follows  :— 

Oak  Cabinet,  containing  a  series  of  718  Casts,  in  sulphur,  of  Scottish 
Seals,  as  described  in  Mr  Henry  Laing's  published  "  Descriptive  Cata- 
logue of  Impressions  from  Ancient  Scottish  Seals,"  4to,  Edinb.  1850 ; 
from  the  reign  of  Duncan  II.,  a.d.  1094,  to  the  Commonwealth,  with  a 
Manuscript  Catalogue.  By  the  Bannatynb  Club,  through  their  Secre- 
tary, David  Laing,  Esq.,  V.P. 

Articles  selected  from  the  Collection  of  the  late  General  Kamsay, 
viz. : — 

Antique  Bust  of  Julius  Caesar,  in  marble,  21  inches  high. 

Full-length  Statue  of  a  Roman  Senator,  in  marble,  24  inches  high. 

Macedonian  Warrior  on  Horseback,  in  relief,  of  fine  Greek  workman- 
ship— marble  slab,  21  x  16  inches. 

Head  of  a  Lion,  in  Oriental  alabaster,  5  inches  high. 

Head  of  Medusa,  in  bronze,  4  inches  high. 

Head  of  a  Bacchante,  in  bronze,  10  inches  high. 

Handle  of  a  Vase — a  small  male  figure,  turned  backwards,  in  bronze, 
on  a  plinth  of  Oriental  alabaster. 

Small  Figure  of  Venus,  in  bronze,  3J  inches  high. 
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Etni80«n  Vasea  of  Nolan  ware,  with  figures,  red  and  white,  on  black 
ground,  from  4  to  7  inches  in  height,  of  ditTerent  fonuB  and  eizee,  five 
specimens. 

Etruscan  Ornaments,  in  gold,  of  elahorate  workmanship,  found  in 
Pompeii — four  speciroenB. 

Small  Bust,  on  Pedestal,  in  terra  cotta,  5  inches  high. 
-Boy,  and  Dog  with  Pups — a  terra  cotta  by  Lorenzotto,  6  inches  higli, 
Bottom  of  a  Vase,  with  Figurea,  in  terra  cotta. 
Head  of  Adonis,  in  relief — antique  terra  cotta,  9^  by  11}  inches. 
Presented  hy  Lady  Murhay,  through  Jauks  T.  Gibbon  Ckaiq,  Esij., 
F.S.A.  Scot,,  OS  a  Memorial  of  the  late  Hon.  Sir  J.  A.  Mckbat 
of  Henderland,  Lord  Mdbrat,  formerly  one  of  the  Vice-Presi- 
dents of  the  Society. 


Small  Figure  of  a  Horse,  in  Bronze- — 
Etoraan. 

Itumau  GloBB  globular  lachrymatory,  or 
Bottle. 

Ornamented  Snuff  Mill  ot  Grater,  from  the 
Highlands.    (See  woodcut  annexed.) 

Two  Highland  Snuff  Mulls  of  horn. 

Cruise  or  Iron  Oil  Lamp,  with  Stand. 
(See  woodcut,  page  4013.) 

DrasB  King,  2j  inches  in  diameter,  found 
when  draining  near  Elphinslone  Tower. 

Set  of  Mint  Weights,  with  Brass  Balance, 
in  a  Carved  Bos  with  clasps ;  on  the  differ- 
ent weights  are  stamped  figures  of  St  George 
slaying  the  dragon  on  foot,  and  busts  of  James 
VI.,  I.  B.  M.  BBiTAN.,  and  Charles  I.,  oabolvs 
KKC ;   on  others  a  thistle  and  the  letters  i.  a. 

By  Jahbs  Dbcmhond,  Esij.,  R.S.A.,  P.S.A. 
I  Scot 


Snuff  Mill  or  Grater,  from  Logie-Pert  (somewhat  similar  Ui  the 
•1  by  Mr  Ifmmmond,  above).    By  D.  D.  Buck,  Ebi}.,  F.S.A.Seot. 
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Silver  Medal,  2  inches  in  diameter,  commemorative  of  the  DavBL^ 
g^^meot  Lehrecn  the  British  and  French.  Obverie — Busts  of  William 
and  Mary  looking  tii  right,  otl  :  bt  ■  ilar  :d-g-u:b:f-et-B'  rbx  •  n  ■ 
KROiNA.  Reverie — A  sea  fight;  above,  nox  ■  ktixa  •  ekctta  ■  Bst;  and 
helow,  PvoM  :  »av  :  rar  :  ako  :  kt  :  fk  :  21  ■  may  - 1662.  By  Thomas  I 
Ewj.,  Dean  Terrncp. 


Smal]  Painting— View  of  Broughty  Castle,  hy  J.  F.  WUliums,  R.S.A. 
— on  an  ornamented  old  oak  panel,  stated  hy  the  donor  to  have  formally 
belonged  Co  a  piilpit  from  nUich  John  Knox  preached.  By  Gbobor 
Tbtrije,  LL.D.,  Duhlin,  Hon.  Mem.  S.A.  Scot. 

Guinea  and  Half-Guinea  Braes  Balance  attached  to  a  mahogany  case. 
By  Mr  J.  E.  Vesnon,  Jeweller,  Loitli  Street. 

Two  Egj'iitiau^^raieD  in  hri^n^^Ha  with  l&ie,  and  Horns;  found 
near  the  iippei  J^^^H^B  2Iile,  |^^^^^BPD>  ^y  I^r  Juuce  DcHCiNi 
F.S.A.  Scot.   , 
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Specimen  of  a  richly  oraamented  Frame  sewed  with  silk  and  gold 
threads,  inclosing  a  picture  of  a  religious  subject ;  from  Albano. 

Bronze  King,  divided  into  separate  spaces  by  projections  on  its  sur- 
face ;  used  by  wrestlers,  and  in  the  wine-press ;  8^  inches  in  diameter ; 
from  Italy. 

Flat  Stone  Disc  or  Tazza,  3  inches  in  diameter,  found  in  a  tomb  in  Italy. 

Italian  Groat  Bell. 

Pair  of  Iron  Thumbscrews  or  "  Thumbikins,"  3  inches  across,  with 
square-mouthed  key ;  purchased  in  Rome. 

Various  specimens  of  Antique  Ivory  Carvings,  from  Italy. 

Specimens  of  a  Drinking  Glass  with  ornamented  stem,  and  of  a  glass 
bottle  striped  with  white ;  from  Murano. 

Small,  rude  Iron  Oil  Lamp,  with  hook  for  suspension,  from  Italy ;  used 
by  carters  in  Rome. 

By  William  Douglas,  Esq.,  R.S.A. 

Two  small  Egyptian  Figures,  and  a  Necklace  in  glazed  clay.  By 
Mrs  Chakles  M*Laebn,  Moreland  Cottage,  Edinburgh. 

History  of  Dunfermline.  Vol.  II.  Edinb.,  1859.  8vo.  By  the  Rev. 
Pateick  Chalmers,  D.D.,  F.S.A.  Scot,  (the  Author). 

Stemmata  Botevilliana — Memorials  of  the  Families  of  Botfield  and 
Thynne.     Westminster,  1858.     4to.     Privately  printed.     Also, 

Passages  from  the  Diary  of  General  Gordon  of  Auchleuchries,  Aber- 
deen, 1859.  4to.  Printed  for  the  Spalding  Club.  By  Beriah  Botfield, 
of  Norton  Hall,  Esq.,  M.P.,  F.S.A.  Scot. 

In  returning  the  usual  vote  of  thanks  to  tSe  Donors  of  the  various 
articles  now  presented  to  the  Museum,  Mr  Lainq  begged  to  call  especial 
attention  to  the  munificent  gift  of  Lady  Murray,  as  not  only  a  valuable 
and  interesting  addition  to  their  Museum,  but  as  forming  a  suitable  and 
pleasing  memorial  of  the  late  Lord  Murray,  who  had  for  several  years 
been  a  Vice-President  of  this  Society,  and  had  continued  to  take  a  lively 
interest  in  all  its  proceedings  and  its  continued  prosperity. 

The  following  communications  were  read : — 
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BOMB  ACCOCST  OF  THE  ORIGIXAL  PROTEST  OF  THE  BOHEMUS 
SOBLES  AGAINST  THE  BUBXINO  OF  JOHN  HUSS.  BY  THE  BEN- 
TESt^E  OF  THE  COrSCIL  OK  COSSTiNCE.  IS  1415,  PRESERVEH 
IJ«  THE  LIBRABT  OF  THE  I'NIVEBSITT  OF  EDISBCROH.  By 
JOHX  SMALL,  M.A-,  Eaq,  Libhasuk  io  thb  FstTEBatrv. 

The  docament  of  which  kd  occonct  ia  giveD  id  the  fotlowicg  pages,  is 
the  original  copy,  (irescrvetl  in  the  Univereitj  Library  of  Edinburgh,  of 
the  (.-elt-braled  Protest  which  tbe  Nobles  of  Bohemia  addreRsei]  lo  tbc 
Council  of  Constance,  in  September  a.d.  I41d,  in  rererence  to  the  burning 
of  JobD  Hubs,  and  the  eimitar  fate  that  awaited,  if  it  had  not  alieod; 
overtaken,  Jerome  of  Prague, 

The  Council  of  Constance  met  on  the  5lh  of  November  H14.     It  bad 
Ijeon  eummoDcd  in  tbe  joint  names  of  the  Pope  John  5XI1I.,  and  Sigie- 
mund,  Emperor  of  Germany  and  King  of  Hungary ;  and  tbe  e 
that  met  in  obedience  to  the  summone  formed  no  unworthy  repre 
tiou  of  weelem  Christendom. 

There  vtte  scarcely  a  kingdom,  state,  or  city  that  viae  not  repre 
and  the  concourse  that  floclicd  to  the  place  of  meeting  was  bo  great  that 
the  city  of  Constance  ^n-a  unable  to  accommodate  the  vast  multitude* 
that  swelled  tbe  train  of  Ihe  great  ecclesiastical  and  lay  ilignilaries. 

There  were  present  29  cardinals,  3  patriarchs,  33  arcbbisbops,  about 
150  bishops,  upwards  of  100  abbots,  s.  far  larger  number  of  professors  and 
doctors  of  theology  and  of  laws,  more  than  500  monks  of  varions  orden, 
besides  HO  great  a  number  of  ambassadors  and  deputies,  of  princes  and 
nobles,  that  the  Council  bore  the  aspect  of  an  European  congress,  not 
less  than  of  an  ecclesiastical  assembly.  1'he  number  of  strangers  thkt 
resorted  thither  was  estimated  at  not  lews  than  100,0lX). 

In  the  first  public  sitting  of  tbe  Council  the  Bull  of  Conrocation  was 
read,  which  announced  thatthe  Pope  had  cMlle^iJli continuation  of  thai 
of  Pisa,  and  for  the  ptu^^^Btanyin^'  '->iii  j|^^^B|-  l^ot  tb<?  Council, 
under  the  able  leodefl^^^^^^Hnal  WA^^^^^^^Bet&oa,  Cbniicellur 
of  the  University  of  ^^^^^^^^ged  il^^^^^^^BVf,  and  its 
riority  over,  the  PopJ 
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There  were  three  great  problems  that  were  submitted  to  the  Council 
for  solution — ^the  extinction  of  schism,  the  suppression  of  heresy,  and 
the  reform  of  the  Church  in  its  head  and  in  its  members. 

When  the  Council  met,  a  scandalous  schism  had  for  many  years  divided 
the  Church,  and  no  less  than  three  Popes  laid  claim  to  the  allegiance  of 
the  western  world.  Two  of  these  had  already  been  deposed  by  the  Council 
of  Pisa,  though  they  still  maintained  their  mock  state — the  one  at  Rimini, 
the  other  at  Perpignan  or  Peniscola.  The  third,  who  had  himself  con- 
vened and  opened  the  Council,  was  now  accused,  suspended,  and  eventu- 
ally deposed  by  it.'  But  while  the  Council  was  thus  engaged  in  the 
assertion  of  its  supreme  authority  as  the  embodiment  of  the  church - 
militant  over  all  persons — the  Pope  not  excepted — in  matters  pertaining 
to  faith  and  tlie  extirpation  of  schism,  that  authority  was  being  put 
forth  with  equal  vigour,  and  more  doubtful  justice,  in  the  prosecution 
and  condemnation  of  heresy. 

Doctrines  asserted  to  be  those  of  Wycliffe  were  condemned,  and  Huss, 
the  most  celebrated  living  advocate  of  kindred  opinions,  was  brought  to 
the  bar  of  the  Council. 

John  Huss,  pastor  of  the  Bethlehem  chapel  at  Prague  in  Bohemia, 
and  dean  and  rector  of  the  university  there,  had  early  read  some  of  the 
writings  of  Wycliffe,  and  of  his  own  countryman,  Matthias  of  Janow, 
who  had  zealously  contended  for  a  renewal  of  the  Church  after  the 
pattern  of  the  apostolic  age.  Imbibing  their  opinions,  he  earnestly  de- 
nounced the  corruptions  of  the  Church,  and  especially  of  the  clergy. 
He  gained  the  hearts  of  the  Bohemians  by  preaching  in  the  vernacular 
language,  and  claiming  for  his  Slavonian  countrymen  a  preponderating 
voice  in  the  constitution  of  their  university.  During  twelve  years  he 
maintained  in  his  sermons  and  writings  the  necessity  of  a  reformation, 
not  so  much  of  the  doctrine  as  of  the  morals  and  life  of  the  Church. 
He  had  already  incurred  the  displeasure  and  censures  of  the  archbishop. 

1  Tills  controversy  seems  to  have  created  some  excitement  in  Scotland,  which  at 
that  time  acknowledged  the  sway  of  Pope  Benedict  XIII.  of  Peniscola  in  Spain. 
In  the  translation  by  Bellonden  of  Boece's  "  History  of  Scotland,"  the  matter  is  al- 
luded to  as  follows : — "  About  this  time  was  ane  gret  sisme  in  the  Kirk,  thre  Papis 
creat  atanis.  To  repair  thir  arrouris  foUowit  the  Counsall  of  Constantino,  in  the 
quhilk  thir  thre  Pajas  war  ejeckit.  and  the  fonrt  creat  bo  the  said  Connsall." 
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The  city  of  Prague,  for  sheltering  him,  had  been  placed  under  an  inter- 
dict; and  he  was  compelled,  in  1410,  to  withdraw  from  it  for  a  time. 
He  employed  his  enforced  leisure  in  committing  his  viewa  to  writing; 
and  at  this  time  he  prepared  his  principal  work,  "De  Eoclesia,"  from 
wUioh  bis  adversaries  subsequently  selected  the  chief  articles  of  accusa- 
tion against  bim. 

"While  Husa  was  thus  employed,  he  received  an  Jn\itation  from  the 
Emporor  Sigismund  to  appear  at  Constance,  a  promise  that  he  should  be 
heard  before  the  Council,  and  an  assurance  of  safe  return  to  Bohemia 
should  he  decline  to  submit  to  its  authority.  The  safe-conduct  which 
be  received  from  the  emperor  was  in  the  following  terms : — 

"  SiaisuDHD  by  the  grace  of  God,  King  of  the  Eomans,  &c,,  to  all 
ecclesiastical  and  secular  princes,  &c.,  and  to  oil  our  other  subjects, 
greeting.  Wo  recommend  to  you  with  a  full  affection,  to  all  in  general, 
and  to  each  in  particular,  the  honourable  Master  John  Htraa,  Bachelor 
in  Divinity  and  Master  of  Arts,  the  bearer  of  theee  presents,  jouruejing 
from  Bohemia  to  the  Council  of  Constance,  whom  we  have  taken  under 
our  protection  and  safeguard,  and  under  that  of  the  Empire  ;  enjoining 
you  to  receive  him  and  treat  him  kindly,  furnishing  him  with  all  that 
shall  be  necessary  to  epeed  and  assure  his  journey,  as  well  by  water 
as  by  land,  without  taking  anything  from  him  or  bis  for  arrivals  or 
departores,  under  any  pretext  whatever ;  and  calling  on  you  to  allow 
him  to  pass,  sojourn,  stop,  and  return  freely  and  surely,  proriding  him, 
even  if  necessary,  with  good  paBsporta,  for  the  honour  and  respect  of  the 
Imperial  Majealj.  Given  at  Spires  this  18th  day  of  October,  of  the 
year  1414,  the  3J  of  our  reign  in  Hungary,  and  the  5th  of  that  of  the 
Romans." 

Before  his  departure  from  Prague,  Husa  publicly  declared,  by  placards 
on  the  walls,  his  readiness  to  appear  and  answer  any  charge  of  error  that 
might  be  brought  against  him  in  due  form ;  but  none  accepted  his  chal- 
lenge. The  Archbishop  and  Synod  of  the  diocese  attested  that  no  one 
had  come  forward  to  accuse  him  ;  and  the  Papal  Inquisitor,  after  insti- 
tuting an  investigation  at  bis  request,  issued  a  declaration  that  he  found 
him  guilty  of  no  heresy.  Provided  witb  these  certificates,  and  attended 
by  three  noblemen,  Huss  set  forth  on  his  journey  to  Constance,  not  with- 
out knowledge  of  tbe  designs  of  his  enemies,  but  relying  on  the  imperial 
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protection,  and  prepared,  if  needful,  to  seal  his  testimony  with  hie  blood. 
For  the  first  three  weeia  of  Lis  sojourn  at  Constance  lie  remained  un- 
molested ;  but  his  enemicB  spread  abroad  a  false  report  of  his  hnving 
designed  to  escape,  and  it  was  made  a  pretest  for  his  arrest  on  the  26th 
November  H14.  From  this  time  fonvard  ho  cootinued  in  more  or  less 
rigorous  custody.  The  Emperor,  who  had  promised  to  seo  to  his  safety, 
quieted  his  conscience  with  the  excuse,  that  there  was  no  harm  in  break- 
ing faith  with  a  heretic.  The  nobles  of  Bohemia  mado  repeated  and 
earnest  applications  in  his  favour  to  the  Emperor,  but  in  vain.  At  length, 
on  the  6th  June  1'115,  he  was  admitted  to  his  first  hearing  before  the 
Council,  and  this  was  followed  by  a  second  and  third  on  the  Tth  and  8th 
of  the  month.  He  was  called  upon  to  recant  his  opinions,  and  four  weeks 
were  allowed  him  for  reconsidering  their  grounds.  During  this  period 
nil  means  and  methods,  of  kindness  and  of  severity,  of  persuasion  and  of 
threateuing,  were  tried  to  induce  him  to  abjure  his  errors,  but  without 
effect.  On  the  6th  July  1415,  the  Council  held  its  fifteenth  general 
sitting.  Hues  attempted  to  speak  in  his  own  defence,  but  be  was  over- 
borne. He  then  reminded  them  that  he  had  come  voluntarily  to  the 
Council,  provided  with  the  Emperor's  safe  conduct ;  and  as  he  said  this 
he  turned  to  the  Emperor,  who  blushed  deeply. 

Eis  sentence  was  then  rcail,  setting  forth  that  he  was  an  obstinate 
and  hardened  heretic,  who  would  not  return  to  the  bosom  of  the  holy 
church  and  abjure  his  heresies,  and  that  he  should,  accordingly,  be 
stripped  of  bis  ecclesiastical  status  and  handed  over  to  the  secular  arm. 
He  was  immediately  led  forth  and  burned  at  the  stake,  and  his  ashes 
thrown  into  the  Ehine,  on  the  Gth  July  1415. 

Jerome  of  Prague,  Ibe  faithful  companion  of  John  Huss,  andbie  fellow- 
labourer  iQ  the  cause  of  the  Beformation,  had  hastened  to  Constance  on 
learning  (he  danger  of  hia  friend.  He  was  unahle  to  render  help  to 
Hubs,  :ii  '  ■  '  I'roiiglit  him  into  immineut  peril.     He  left  Con- 

Blanc. -.  ■  1  return  to  Prague ;  but  on  his  way  he  was  taken 

pritoi.'  ilavarta,  brought  back  in  chains  to  Constance, 

ud  .1  .1      Tlii^  wns  in  April  1415.     For  half  a  year 

Uq  t<  ■    I  captivity  Jiiid  sh  ruest  treatment,  until 

nt  !l'Ii  "I'ri^M^^nnd.  "r>  M  ,■  iZd  September,  con- 

"■1.1  -jrioaiies,   -'.v     ■     iiks  of  Prague,  how- 
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ever,  were  zealous  in  urging  grounds  for  the  renewal  of  the  process 
against  him,  and  when  placed  once  more  at  the  har  of  the  Council  he 
regained  his  constancy,  and  avowed  his  adherence  to  the  doctrines  of 
Wycliffe  and  Hubs.  Accordingly,  on  the  30th  May  1416,  he  too  was 
sentenced  to  share  Huss's  fate,  and  he  suffered  with  equal  steadfastness 
in  the  flames. 

When  the  news  of  the  burning  of  Hubs  and  the  imprisonment  of 
Jerome  reached  Prague,  all  Bohemia  was  in  uproar.  Great  tumults 
arose  in  the  city  of  Prague,  the  dwellings  of  the  priests  who  were  known 
as  enemies  of  Huss  were  pillaged  and  destroyed,  and  the  archbishop  only 
saved  himself  by  flight. 

The  king,  Wenceslaus  of  Bohemia,  w«is  indignant  at  the  execution  of 
Huss,  and  Queen  Sophia  openly  espoused  the  part  of  the  Reformers. 

The  Council  had  addressed  a  letter,  in  July,  to  the  clergy  of  the  king- 
dom justifying  their  procedure,  and  threatening  ecclesiastical  penalties 
against  all  who  called  in  question  their  sentence ;  but,  in  spite  of  this, 
the  University  of  Prague  assembled,  and  its  doctors  indignantly  ap- 
pealed to  the  whole  of  Europe  against  the  sentence ;  and,  on  the  2d 
September  1415,  the  Diet  of  Bohemia  met,  and  fearlessly  addressed  to 
the  Council  a  letter  full  of  threats  and  reproaches. 

The  history  of  the  copy  of  this  document,  to  which  I  wish  specially  to 
call  your  attention,  so  far  as  it  can  be  traced,  is  as  follows  : — 

It  was  bequeathed  to  the  University  of  Edinburgh  in  the  year  1657  by 
I)r  William  Guild,  who  was  one  of  the  chaplains  in  ordinary  to  Charles  I., 
and  founder  of  the  Trinity  Hospital,  Aberdeen.  He  was  appointed  Prin- 
cipal of  King's  College  in  1640,  but,  as  he  was  suspected  of  too  strong 
an  attachment  to  tlie  royal  cause  after  the  death  of  King  Charles,  he  in- 
curred the  displeasure  of  the  ruling  powers.  Five  commissioners  were 
appointed  to  visit  King's  College,  who  were  colonels  from  the  army  of 
General  Monk.  By  their  authority,  he  was  deposed  in  1651.  By  his 
last  will,  written  in  1657,  shortly  before  he  died,  he  bequeathed  his  library 
to  the  University  of  St  Andrews ;  and  this  manuscript  be  specially  be- 
queathed to  the  University  of  Edinburgh. 

There  is  a  notice  in  the  records  of  the  Town  Council  of  Edinburgh,  of 
the  receipt  of  this  document  on  behalf  of  the  University,  as  follows  : — 

"  The  13.  day  of  Januar  1658." 
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"  Recept  of  the  Bohemian  Protestation  left  to  y<  College  he  Dr  Guild, 

"  Forsameikle  as  the  deceist  Doctor  Guild  of  Aberdene  baveing  left 
in  Legacie  to  the  College  of  this  Brugb  the  authentique  Protestation 
taken  be  the  nobilitie  and  knychts  in  Bohemia  agains  the  procedure  of 
the  Councell  of  Constance  for  the  burning  of  John  Husse  and  Jeremie 
of  Ptague,  and  that  Catheren  Rolland  his  Eelict  hath  willinglie  sent  the 
samen  to  the  Councell,  Thairfore  ordanes  ane  discharge  to  be  grantit  to 
her  of  the  samen,  and  the  Provost  and  Baillies  to  subscrybe  the  same, 
Whereanent  thir  presentis  sail  be  their  warrand,  and  appoyntis  the  letter 
to  be  sent  to  Jo°  Jaflfray  Provost  of  Aberdene  to  be  delyvered  to  her. 
As  also  that  the  Baillie  Jo'*  JoUie  and  Patrick  Murray  Thresaurer  to  the 
College  give  over  to  the  College  and  delyver  the  samen  to  the  keeper  of 
the  Librarie  in  presence  of  the  Primar  and  some  of  the  Eegents,  etnd  to 
take  the  Bibliothecar  his  recept  thereof  and  to  put  the  samen  in  the 
Charterhous." 

A  Life  of  Dr  Guild  was  published  by  Shirrefs  in  1798  ;  but  as  it  con- 
tains no  account  of  Dr  Guild's  having  travelled  on  the  Continent,  it 
seems  improbable  that,  had  he  done  so,  a  circumsttmce  so  important 
would  have  been  omitted  by  his  biographer. 

Johan  Amos  Comenius,  the  celebrated  author  of  the  ^'  Janua  Liu- 
guarum,"  the  last  bishop  of  the  Bohemian  Brethren,  or,  as  he  calls  him- 
self, "  Keliquiarum  Ecclesia9  F.  F.  Bohemorum  Episcopus  indignus  solus 
adhuc  superstes,"  who  was  invited  to  England  by  the  Parliament  to  re- 
form the  schools,  and  came  to  London  accordingly  in  1G41,  refers  to  this 
document  in  his  work,  entitled  "  Eatio  disciplinae  ordinisque  ecclesias- 
tici  in  Unitate  Fratrum  Bohemorum,"  published  at  Amsterdam  in  1660. 
At  page  13,  he  says,  in  allusion  to  Huss  and  his  writings  in  opposition 
to  the  Pope  : — 

"  §  29.  Truculentiam  Papse  in  tractandis  (contra  datam  fidem)  Docto- 
ribus  suis  indign^  ferentes  Bohemia9  ac  Moravise  Proceres,  totius  commu- 
nitatis  nomine  literas  dant  ad  Concilium  (appensis  sigillis  circumcirca,  et 
subscriptas  manibus)  expostulantes  pastorem  suum,  virum  innocentem, 
pium,  sanctum,  fidelemque  veritatis  Doctorem  injust5  condemnatum  esse. 
Dabantur  141 G.  21  Septemb.^  Pragse,  (quas  literas  ipso  authentico  exam- 

'  Comenius  baa  made  an  error  in  the  date,  which  should  be  1416,  2d  September. 
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Constance,  in  which  99  high  and  nohle  persons  most  zealously  protested 
against  the  barbarity  shown  to  M.  John  Huss,  who  had  been  burned, 
and  to  M.  Hieronyinus,  whom  they  believed  to  have  been  also  burned. 
Copied  with  his  own  hand  from  the  transcript  of  the  Edinburgh  MS.  in 
the  Library  of  Oxford,  and  translated  out  of  Latin  into  Grerman.  To- 
gether with  a  preface,  giving  a  short  historical  relation  of  what  befel 
these  two  excellent  men  and  martyrs,  in  consequence  of  their  steadfast 
confession  of  gospel  truth.  Edited  by  desire,  and  with  some  philo- 
logical notes,  for  the  better  information  and  especial  use  of  both 
learned  and  unlearned.  By  M.  Johann  Heiurich  Loeder,  Assessor  of 
the  Faculty  of  Philosophy,  Leipzig."  « 

Loeder  remarks,  that  although  the  subject  of  the  Protest  had  been 
duly  given  in  the  work  at  that  time  (viz.  1705),  published  under  the 
auspices  of  Rudolph  Augustus,  Duke  of  Brunswick  and  Liineburg,  con- 
taining the  proceedings  of  the  Council  of  Constance,  which  had  lain  till 
1700  in  manuscript  in  the  Library  of  Helmstadt,  he  had  at  first  only 
intended  to  insert  the  Protest  itself  in  a  work  which  he  had  announced 
for  publication  in  Germany,  giving  an  account  of  the  true  difference 
between  the  Evangelical  and  Popish  churches,  taken  from  the  Councils 
and  Fathers.  As,  however,  the  copy  of  the  Protest  given  in  Von  der 
Hardt's  collection  did  not  contain  any  of  the  names  of  the  99  subscribers 
to  the  deed,  and  as  he  had  also  found  various  differences  in  the  text,  his 
publisher  advised  him  to  make  a  separate  book,  containing  the  Protest 
itself,  the  names,  and  also  the  variations  in  the  text,  which  he  agreed 
to  do,  and  accordingly  issued  it  in  the  volume  just  described. 

1  Loeder,  in  his  preface  to  the  reader,  says  : — 

"  It  was  this  letter,  as  the  English  title  bears,  which  a  few  years  ago,  in  1696  2d 
Decomr  was  presented  to  the  library  at  Oxford  by  Mr  Henderson,  Keeper  of  the 
Public  Library  at  Edinburgh,  and  which  I  had  tlic  good  fortune,  when  in  England 
in  the  following  year,  1G9G,  to  get  leave  to  copy  ;  and  the  information  I  received  was, 
that  the  original  had  been  carried  out  of  Germany  into  Sweden  during  the  Thirty 
Years'  "War,  and  thence  found  its  way  to  Edinburgh." 

The  English  title,  to  which  Loeder  refers,  is  given  in  his  appendix,  viz.,  '♦  A  true 
copy  of  the  Bohemian  Protestation  against  the  Council  of  Constance  for  burning  of 
Johann  IIuss  and  Ilieronymus  Prago,  contraro  to  There  safe  conduct  They  had 
given.  Given  to  the  University  Library  of  Oxfort  Dec  2  1G95  by  Mr  Anderson  (Hen- 
derson), Keeper  of  the  Publick  Library  at  Edinburgh."    Leipzig,  1706,  4to,  pp.  40. 
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The  great  collection  of  documents  relating  to  the  Council  of  Constance, 
above  alluded  to,  was  printed  about  the  year  1700,  under  the  editorship 
of  Hermann  Von  der  Hardt.  It  was  published  in  seven  parts,  forming 
three  large  folio  volumes.* 

Under  the  proceedings  of  the  Council  on  the  8th  of  September  1415 
(only  six  days  after  the  date  of  the  protest),  Von  der  Hardt  notices  its 
being  read  as  follows : — 

"  De  Literis  Bohemorum  ad  Concilium  perscriptis." 

"  Concilium  Bohemis  nuper  die  26.  Julii  Hussi  supplicium  nunciaverat. 
Irritati  Bohemi,  die  2.  Sept.  responderunt  Hieronymum  quoque  jam  cre- 
matum  exist im antes.'' 

"  Quaa  literaa  Constantiam  perlatas  hoc  fere  tempore  in  congressu  prac- 
lectae.    Quas  ex  Msctis  Helmstadiensibus  audire  licebit." 

He  then  inserts  a  document,  the  same  in  substance  with  that  now 
before  the  Society,  also  dated  at  Prague  the  2d  September  1415,  but 
having  the  names  of  fifty-four  Bohemian  nobles  inserted  in  the  body  of 
the  deed  itself.  These  fifty-four  names  are  quite  different  from  the  sig 
natures  appended  to  the  Edinburgli  document.  He  mentions  also  that 
there  existed  another  and  shorter  copy  in  the  collection  at  Helmstadt, 
of  which  he  only  inserts  the  first  four  or  five  lines,  and  in  which  the 
words  "  Districtus  Grurmiensis"  occur  after  the  general  designation  of 
the  parties  protesting.  It  would  thus  seem  to  have  been  a  copy  circu- 
lated for  signature  in  a  particular  district,  viz.,  that  of  Gurm. 

There  was  also  published,  a  few  years  after  this  great  work  of  Von 
der  Hardt,  the  "  Historia  et  monumenta  Joan  n  is  Hus  atque  Hieronymi 
Pragensis,  Confessorum  Christi.  Norimb.  1715."  fol. 

In  this  work,  the  whole  of  the  controversial  treatises  of  Huss  and 
Jerome  are  included,  with  a  full  account  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
Council  against  them. 

Whei!  referring  to  the  subject  of  the  Protest  of  the  Bohemian  Nobles, 
the  Editor  inserts  a  document,  also  signed  by  fifty-four  nobles,  similar 

•     *  Magnum  oecumenicnm  Constantiense  Concilium  do  Universali  ecclesise  reforma- 
tione,  unione,  ct  fide.   Imperatoria  Sigismundi  Consilio  A.  mccccxv.  xvi.  xvii.  xviii. 
sub  Ccelo  Germanico  magnificentissime  colebratum.    OperS  et  labore  Hermanni  Von 
der  Hardt  CoDnobii  Marioburgensis  Praepositi  ct  Academ.  Julii  Professoria.     Holmo 
Rtadi  1700.  fol. 
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in  its  tenor  to  that  now  before  the  Society,  and  to  those  xefeiied  to  by 
Von  der  Ilardt ;  but  it  is  dated  at  Sternberg,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1415, 
on  Saint  AVcnccslaus'  Day,  Martyr  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  (the  festival 

of  Saint  Wenceslaua  fell  on  the  28th  September). 

The  Editor  also  inserts  the  names  of  the  fifty-four  nobles  who  signed 
it  at  Sternberg,  which  arc  different  from  those  given  by  Von  der  Hardt, 
as  well  as  from  those  appended  to  the  Edinburgh  manuscript. 

Foxe,  in  his  "  Book  of  Martyrs,"  gives  a  translation  of  this  Sternberg 
Protest,  when  referring  to  the  proceedings  against  Huss.  He  describes 
it  very  minutely,  and  states  that — 

"  Round  about  the  said  letter  there  were  fifty-four  scales  hanging,  and 
their  names  subscribed  whose  scales  they  were." 

He  also  gives  the  names  of  the  fifty-four  protesters  at  full  length. 

The  conclusion  which  wo  must  draw  from  these  remarks  is,  that  there 
were  at  least  four  copies  of  this  memorable  Protest  drawn  up  and  signed, 
probably  much  in  the  same  way  as  copies  of  the  Confession  of  Faith  and 
National  Covenant,  when  renewed  in  1638,  were  sent  round  different 
parts  of  Scotland  for  subscription.  Several  copies  of  this  National  Cove- 
nant are  still  extant,  and  are  preserved  in  public  libraries  and  private 
collections. 

Of  these  four  copies  of  the  Bohemian  Protest  above  referred  to,  the  one 
which  may  be  regarded  as  the  most  important  I  cannot  pretend  to  deter- 
mine ;  but  as  the  Edinburgh  document  has  100  names  and  seals  attached 
to  it,  perhaps  it  may  be  deemed  the  principal  one.* 

*  Siuco  the  above  paper  was  read  before  the  Society,  I  have  had  an  opportunitj  of 
consulting  the  volume  of  tbe  History  of  Bulicmia,  by  Franz  Palacky,  now  in  conrse 
of  publication,  which  contains  the  account  of  tho  martyrdom  of  Huss.  Palacky 
states  that  in  addition  to  the  great  Diet  of  the  Bohemian  Nobles,  which  was  con- 
voked at  rra«^uo  in  S<'ptt'mber  1415,  the  king:,  "Wenceslaus,  allowed  special  district 
Diets  to  be  hold  in  those  parts  of  Bohemia  and  Moravia  where  Hussite  barons  had 
an  undisputed  ascendency,  and  the  nobiJity  were  invited  to  become  parties  to  the 
documents  issued  at  Prague  by  attaching  Ihrir  seals.  In  this  way,  the  Letter  to  the 
Council  at  Constance,  ei«;ht  copi«s  of  wliich  wen;  drawn  up,  obtuinod  not  less  than 
464  seals  app<.'nded  to  them.  [Grschickft'  vou  Jiaitni'-u  von  Franz  Palacky^  Bund  iii. 
p.  377.) 

It  will  therefore  be  interest  in;,'  for  tln^  liislorian  of  Bohemia  to  learn  that  an  addi- 
tional copy  is  pn^served  at  Edinburgli,  to  wliicli  100  names  and  seals  are  attached. 
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The  names  of  the  nobles,  as  given  in  Loeder's  tract,  seem  not  to  have 
been  accurately  copied ;  but  he  laboured  under  the  disadvantage  of  print- 
ing his  list  from  the  copy  of  a  copy. 

Keverendissimis  in  Christo  Patribus  et  Dominis,  Dominis  Cardinali- 
bus,  Patriarchis,  Primatibus,  Archiepiscopis,  Episcopis,  Ambasia- 
toribus,  Doctoribus  et  Magistris,  ac  toti  Concilio  Constantiensi, 
Nos  HiLiTES  MiLiTARES,  Armigcri,  geterique  Coronb  Scutiferi/ 
Christianissimi  Regni  Bohemie,  circum  circa  cum  suis  nominibus 
et  sigillis  descripti,  Affectum  omnis  boni,  et  observantlam 
Jesu  Christi  DN.  Mandatorum. 

Sane,  quia  jure  naturali  et  divino  cuilibet  jubetur  alii  facere,  quo- 
MODO  sibi  vult  fieri,  et  prohibetur  alii  inferre  quod  sibi  nolit  fieri,  dicente 
Salvatore,  omnia  quecunque  vultis,  ut  faciaut  vobis  homines,  et  vos  eadem 
facite  illis ;  hoc  enim  est  lex  et  Prophete.  Imo  ut  vas  election  is  clamat 
plenitudo  legis  est  dilectio ;  et  omnis  Lex  in  uno  sermone  completur, 
diliges  proximum  tuum  sicut  te  ipsum.  Nos  itaque  prefate  legi  divine 
et  dilectioni  Proximi,  quantum  possumus,  Deo  Auctore,  intendentes  pro 
charissimo  Proximo  nostro  bone  memorie  VENERANDO  Magistro 
Johanne  Hus,  Sacre  Theologie  Baccalauro  et  Predicatore  evangelico, 
quem  nuper  in  Concilio  Constantiensi  (nescimus  quo  ducti  Spiritu)  non 
confessum,  nee  legitime  (ut  decebat)  convictum,  nullisque  contra  eum  de- 
ductis  ac  ostensis  erroribus  et  heresibus,  sed  ad  sinistras,  falsas  et  im- 
PORTUNAS  duntaxat  Suorum  et  Regni  nostri  et  Marcbionatus  Moravie 
Capitalium  inimicorum  et  proditorum  accusationes,  delationes  et  instiga- 
tiones,  tanquam  hereticum  pertinacem  condempnastis  et  condempnatum 
dira  et  turpissima  morte  affecistis,  in  Regni  Bohemie  Christianissimi 
et  Marcbionatus  Moravie  clarissirai,  ac  omnium  nostrorum  perpetuam 
infamiam  et  notam,  quemadmodum  Serenissimo  Principi  ac  DNO.  DNO. 
Sigismundo,  Roraanorum  et  Hungarie  &^.  Regi,  heredi  et  Domino  nostro 
Gratioso,  scripta  nostra  ad  Constantiam  transmisimus,  que  etiam  in  con- 
gregationibus  vestris  lecta  sunt  et  publicata,  et  que  hie  pro  insertis  ha- 

1  The  variations  of  the  Edinburgh  MS.  from  that  preserved  at  Helmstadt  as  col- 
lated by  Looder,  are  distinguished  by  capital  letters. 
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bori  voluniii:),  et  caJeiu  (ut  refeTtar)  in  Dostrum  dedecua  et  coDtemptnm 
igiiis  vornjiiiii  trmliJislis :  Ita  et  nunc  restris  PaterniUtibus  pro  Dotnino 


tinanJas:  puUice  corah  ct  o 
)^»ler  Joliamios  llus  fuit  v 
aiitiid  in  Rejpio  iiostTo  vita 
ac  iiiniprolintus.     Lof^ini  e 


s  DoatrBfl  p&tent«8  presentibus  dnximns  des- 
re  profiteDtee  et  protestaates,  qaod  ipse  Ua- 
r  utiqae  bonus,  iustus  et  Catholicns,  h  mnltii 
oc  moribus  ac  fama  landabiliter  conretBatuB 
tarn  Evangelicam  et  Saoctorum  Propbetarnm 
ac  Vuteris  N'ovi  Ti.>stuiut.'iiti  libros  justa  esjiositionem  saiictonim  Docto- 
ruEU  ot  fll>  Ei'ole^ia  npimtb.ttonim,  Nim  L't  subditoe  nostros  catbolice  docnit, 
proilio.tvit,  et  uiiiltii  in  svripli^  relii|uit,  omries  errorrs  et  hereses  constan- 
tissirae  delt-stiindo  el  ad  deU':<ttitidiini  ensdem  nos  et  cnnctos  Cbristi 
lidelt-s  oontiimo  et  fideliter  uosemio,  ad  pucem  quoque  et  carilatem 
(qiiaiiniiu  silii  fuit  {tost^ibiU-)  verbo,  ticripliit,  et  opere  jugiter  exbortando. 
Iijtgi'E  nunqiiam  audiviinui>,  nee  intelligere  poluimuB,  onini  etiam  dili- 
geiilia  a{i[K)sitik,  qiiod  preratus  Mitgisier  Juiiankes  Hrs  quenqaam  eiro- 
n-in  rel  Heresin  in  Biiis  senuoiiibua  doculeset,  predicasset,  Tel  quovis 
modo  us^ruisset.  seu  nos  vol  gubilitos  nostrum  rcrbo  vel  fucto  QcOQrxit 
ecuiiditli^u^st't.  Qiiin  vmo  pit<  et  inan^uete  in  Cliristo  Wvens,  ooineg  ad 
EH.<rvui)diiiu  loin'm  Kviinjt'liiMni  et  ^anctonun  I'uiTuiu  institula,  pro  fedifi- 
oatioiK'  MiK'ie  Mitris  Kodi-^iie  et  salute  pfuximonim,  qunntum  [lotuit 
verbo  ft  ojpiTi'  dili^'>iiii?siniebortiil>iiiur.  Xooprinii^'sa omnia,  in  codTu- 
eioin'iu  u.'stru!Li.  ■■!  11<-m  ii.'stri  ao  M:irt'biiiiiatug  prefatonim  [terpctrata, 
vobis  Miffeivntnt ;  quiii  {Hitius  llonorandnni  Magistnim  Hieriinymum 
d«  Pra^,  viru!]i  oerii:>;^iiiit'  EloipU'ntie  ftiute  nianantem.  Magistrum  ^p- 
tem  urtiiim  libi.mliiim,  oi  I'bilosiqdium  utique  ilhisirem,  non  vi^ani,  ni>n 
andiiuni.  n'.'ii  onife^siim  noo  oouvioiuiti.  ^-d  ad  solani  suoruni  et  no:itri>- 
eiim  I'rolitoruiu  dilaiiont-ni  sluistram.  sitieomni  uit^^ericorJia  comprehen- 
nini,  iiuMiver.isiis,  ttiuidastis  eiiam  fiTie.  sicut  et  Magistruin  JoUannem 
Hn$  •.■nultdiii^ini^i  iui>rti'  intereniisiis.     I'titoiea  ad  uo^tram  (qu-.id  nitni:- 


doleiiter  rvlVriiimsi 

IKTvenit 

evidoiitor,  uiop  qii 

idam  dell 

Kegni  Hob<>nue   el 

:  Marduo 

vobis  ot  wiK-ilio  ^e 

siro  n.'s  . 

dii'li>=  Hnviasime  e 

I  ii-.-.iiii^M 

et  prv>dit«|iMHri 

lI"  i''^'*j 

div..r.i^H 

ir-  ■■«' 

udicr.ti 


'piis  vestrs  ivll^eimua 
.i-.i!s  olibiles  a 
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NARUM  multipliciter  et  graviter  infecerint,  adeo,  quod,  Disi  lima  conectiouis 
celeriter  apponatur  predictum  Begnum  et  Marcbionatus  cum  suis  Cbristj 
fidelibus  regipiant  auimarum  suarum  irreparabile  dampnum  et  ruiuam. 
Equidem  has  atroces  et  perniciosissimas  injurias,  nostris  non  exigentibus 
demeritis,  nobis  et  prefato  Regno  et  Marcbionatui,  licet  mendose  et 
false  impositas,  quomodo  sustineie  possumus.  Cum  per  gratiam  Dei 
aliis  fere  omnibus  mundi  Regnis  sepe  vacillantibus,  Scisma  et  Anti- 
Papas  PACiENTiBUS,  Regnum  nostrum  Bobemie  Christian issimum  et  Cla- 
rissimus  Marcbionatus  Moravie  a  tempore,  quo  fidem  Catholicam  Domini 
nostri  Jesu  Cbristi  susceperunt,  tanquam  perfectissimus  tetragonus,  sine 
vituperio,  sancte  Romano  Ecclesie  semper  constanter  et  indesinenter 
adheserunt  et  obedientiam  sinceram  exuibuerunt,  quantisque  impensis 
et  laboribus  maximis  quantove  sacro  cultu  et  reverentia  debita  sanctam 
matrem  Ecclesiam  et  ipsius  Pastores  per  Principes  et  fideles  buos  vene- 
rati  sunt  universe  orbi  luce  clarius  patet,  et  Vos  ipsi  (si  veritatcm  fateri 
vultis)  universorum  preraissorum  testes  sitis. 

Ut  autem  juxta  sententiam  Apostoli  provideamus  bona  non  solum  co- 
ram Deo,  sod  etiam  coram  liominibus  et  ne  propter  negligentiam  cele- 
berrime  fame  predictorum  Regni  et  Marcbionatus  nostrorum,  crudeles 
erga  proximos  nostros  reperiamur ;  Ideo  babentes  in  Christo  Jesu  Domino 
nostro  firmam  spera,  puram  et  sinceram  conscientium  et  intentionem  ac 
RECTAMortbodoxamque  fidem,  TENOREpresentiumVestrisPatemitatibus 
et  universis  Cbristi  fidelibus  I^'N0TIF1CAMUS  et  insinuamus  corde  et  ore 
publico  profitentes,  quod  quicunque  bominum  cujuscunque  status  preemi- 
nentie  vol  dignitatis,  conditionis,  gradus  vel  Religionis  extiterit,  qui  dixit, 
vel  asseruit,  dicit,  vel  asserit,  quod  in  prefato  Regno  Bobemie  et  Mar- 
cbionatu  Moravie  Errores  et  bereses  pullulassent,  et  nos  ac  alios  Cbristi 
tideles  ipsorum  (ut  premittitur)  infecissent,  sola  persona  Serenissimi 
Principis  ac  Domini,  Domini  Sigismundi  Romanorum  et  Hungarie  &c. 
Regis,  Heredis  et  Domini  nostri  oratiosi,  semota,  (quern  in  premissis 
crcdimus  et  speramus  innoxium)  omnis  etquilibet  talis  (ut  prefertur)  ita 
mentitur  in  suum  caput,  tanquam  nequam  pessimus  traditor  et  proditor 
predictorum  Regni  et  Marcbionatus  ct  noster  perfidissimus,  ac  solus 
utique  hereticorum  perniciosissimus  omnisque  malitie  et  nequitie  imoet 
Diaboli  filius,  qui  meudax  est  et  pater  ejue.  NICIIILOMINUS  tamen 
premissas  injurias  Domino,  cujus  est  vindicta  et  qui  abundanter  retri* 
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buet  SECUNDUM  supcrbiam,  nunc  committentes,  apud  faturam  Apoeto- 
licum,  quern  Domiiius  Dous  Sancte  sue  Ecclesie  prefecerit  unicum  et 
indubitatum  Pastorcm,  illas,  amplius  et  latius  prosequemur.  Cui,  Deo 
volente,  taiiquam  iidelcs  iilii,  in  his,  que  sunt  licita  et  honesta,  rationi 
et  legi  divine  consona,  reverentiam  et  obedientiam  debitam  exbibentes, 
petemus  ct  posiulabimus,  in  et  super  premiesis  omnibus  et  singulis,  juxta 
legem  Domini  nostri  Jesu  Cliristi  et  sanctorum  Patrum  instituta,  nobis 
et  prefato  Keguo  et  Marchionatui  proyiderb  de  remedio  opportune. 
Premissis  tamen  non  obstantibus,  legem  Domini  nostri  Jesu  Cbristi  ipsi- 
usque  devotos  hum  lies  et  constantes  prcdicatores  usque  effusionem  sang- 
vinis,  omui  timore  et  statutis  humanis  in  contrarium  editis,  posthabitis, 
defendero  volumus  ac  tueri. 


Datum  Prage  anno  Domini  1415.  die  secundo  Mensis  Septembris,  in 
pleno  Concilio  Magnatum,  Baronum,  Procerum  et  Nobilium  Begni  Bo- 
hemio  ct  l^Iurchionatus  Moravie  nostrorum  sub  appensione  Sigillonun. 

Ad  latus  Sinistrum  suhscripscrunt. 


XiooLAUs,  Senior  de  Ledez. 
NiroLAr?,  JiNioR  de  Ledez. 
Zir.isMrNDUs  de  Mileszoniz. 

WENt'ZKSLAVS  I>E  OsTROW. 
]»0NSLAri5  PK   KoZLK. 
JOUANXKS  DK  C^XSSOW. 

TiiKODouirrs  de  Studexy. 

JOHANXES  de  StVDEXY. 
A1.SIOO  DK  MaKTIMEZ. 
Ml.VDOTA  DE  DkRRAWODA. 
MlLOTA  DK  lU^UDAXOZK. 
MlOKZlKO  DK  IIXORKI. 


WlKERZ  DE  TaMSOWICZ. 

AVexczeslaus  de  Subislaw, 
Erasmus  de  Otrocziez. 
Leoxardus  Kxeuyocyriez. 
Bouuxco  DE  Berowicz. 
Belecr  de  Dilcowicz. 
Johannes  de  Dilcowicz. 

WiCKOU  DE  ZnORZ. 

Mlynek  de  Dedixypaknyr. 

WiLlIELMUS  DE  SUTIEZ. 

Mathias  de  Sutiez. 
Odolexus  de  Slupna. 


/.'*;'•  t:  s\hi:rr;i:<-'n'. :.(, 


.1  Ma>ll  5  DK  PROSSEI'/. 
DlKlSU'S  Dr  PeRT01.17.1v/. 
I.Al'RKXTll'S  DK   HoUDoNFlir. 
JoiIANXr.^  DK  pROSiiEr/. 


rrr.K>lV«-7   PF  OSTKOW. 

I'm'/nk.h-'  r-i:  <  »>rRow. 

/•     !IANNi:<  DE  ZbRASLAWKJZ. 
SmYI..^  DE  SwABYNAW. 
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Johannes  db  Tunowyod. 
Petrus  de  Essil. 
Albertus  db  VBLBcnow. 
Theodoricus  db  Lhoticz. 
Przicdboe  db  Spbrzicz. 
Ousso  DB  Kamenicz. 
Henrigus  db  Lestyna. 
Wenczislaus  db  Dobrowicoh-. 
Marsiko  db  Skala. 

ROPRBCHT  DE  OkRUHLICZ. 
WiCKO  DE  ZeHNSSICZ. 

Johannes  db  Zynyan. 

BOHUNCO  DE  PrOSSECZ. 
LOWA  DE  BiKY. 

Przicho  DE  Zynyan. 
Marquardus  db  Koycowicz. 
Wenceslaus  db  Zwierzicz. 

NiCOLAUS  DE  PoHLEYD. 

Petrus  db  Poulbyd. 
Wenczeslaus  db  Polna. 
Johannes  de  Lestowicz. 
Henricus  db  TzAcnowicz. 


MiKRA  DB  PeTROWICZ. 

Marquardus  db  Lhoticz. 
Wenceslaus  de  Lhoticz. 
Marsiko  de  Alberowicz. 
Pesiko  db  Alberowicz. 
Chyna  Cossieticz. 
Petrus  db  Milbryn. 
Slawco  de  Comorowicz. 

NiCOLAUS  DB  GiRZICZ. 

Johannes  db  Bystry. 
NiCOLAUS  db  Trzibbelicz. 
Johannes  de  Polna. 
Benessius  db  Wlaczioz. 

NiCOLAUS  DE  WlACZICZ. 

Petrus  de  Wyczar. 
Stephanus  db  Wiczap. 
Hamisko  de  Byestwyna. 
Johannes  de  Ostrozna. 
Hertwiko  db  Spatzicz. 
Martinus  de  Dassiez. 

CUAWLKO  DB  RoSTOWICZ. 


Ad  latus  Dextrum  suhscripserunt. 


Baczio  de  Widoir. 
Lidherus  de  Heoreck. 

WlKL  DE  SeMYTIESS.  ' 

Johannes  de  Suchotlost. 
proczco  de  cuorziow. 
Albertus  de  Sebestianycz. 
Johannes  de  Zeznancze. 
Ulricus  de  Debrowicow. 
Zdicha  de  Lhota. 
Mathias  de  Cuaystowicz. 
wllii£ljius  de  ostrow^. 
Johannes  de  Buzewsy. 

JOIIANNKS  DE  WrBKA. 


JOST  DB  ZnORZIE. 

Brumo  DE  Biela. 
Bartholo  db  Dobrawoda. 
Zdenco  db  Prziendylowioz. 
Martinus  de  Zdeslawicz. 
Zawisius  de  Zdeslawicz. 
Petrus  de  Brloh. 
Zdyslaw  de  Dobrawoda. 
Chyna  de  Pawlow. 
Przicdbor  db  Lhoticz. 
KiMEss  DE  Pawlow. 
Henricus  de  Dobroieice. 
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Mr  JoHi«  Stuart,  after  remarking  on  the  yalueand  intezest  of  MrSmall's 
paper,  exhibited  the  cast  of  a  silver  medal  preserved  in  the  Museum  of 
Marischal  College,  which  appears  to  have  been  struck  by  those  who  sjrm- 
patlnsed  with  Huss,  and  to  commemorate  his  cruel  fate.  The  medal  has  on 
the  ODC  side  a  figure  of  the  Beformer  tied  to  the  stake  and  in  the  midst 
of  flames,  with  the  word  CONDEMNATVB  across.  There  are  two 
legends,  of  which  the  outermost  is  CENTVM.  REVOLVTIS.  ANNIS. 
DEO.  KESPVNDEBITIS.  ET  MIHI.  The  inner  one  is  10.  HVS. 
ANNO.  A.  CRISTO.  NATO.  1415.  On  the  other  side  is  the  head  of 
Huss,  surrounded  with  the  legend  CREDO.  VNAM.  ESSE.  ECCLE- 
SIAM.  SANCTAM.  CATOLICAM. 

[In  addition  to  the  above  medal,  others  were  struck,  commemorative 
of  the  same  event,  as  described  in  Foxe's  Book  of  Martyrs,  Lenfant  His- 
toirc  du  Concile  de  Constance,  vol.  i.  p.  429,  and  other  works.  One  of 
these  medals  formed  part  of  the  bequest  to  the  Museum  of  the  Society 
by  the  late  W.  Waring  Hay  Ne^vion  of  Newton,  Esq.,  F.S.A.  Scot.  It 
is  a  silver  medal  IJ  in.  diameter.  Obverse,  bust  in  centre,  with  beard 
and  cap;  in  front  of  bust,  lOAN,  and  behind,  HVS;  in  outer  circle, 
CREDO  •  VNAM  •  ESSE  •  SCAN  •  CATHO  •  ECCLE.  (Credo  unam 
esse  sanctam  Catholicnm  Ecclet?iam.  Joannes  Hus.)  On  the  Beverse, 
in  outer  circle— CENTVM  •  REVOLV  •  ANIS  •  DEO  •  REDD  •  ROEM ; 
in  inner  circle — ET  *  MICIII  *  CON  •  NAT  •  (Centum  revolutis  annis 
Deo  reddttis  ratiunem  et  niihi.  Condemuatur) ;  and  in  centre,  figure 
of  a  man  tied  to  a  stake,  with  legs  surrounded  by  flames ;  in  front  of  him 
the  date  1415. — Ed.] 

II. 

ON  THE  USE  OF  WINE  AMONG  THE  LOWEK  ORDERS  IN  SCOTLAND 
IN  THE  SEVENTEENTH  CENTT'RY.  Bv  JOSEPH  ROBERTSON,  Esq.. 
F.S.A.  Sl<.»t. 

The  discussion  on  Mr  Gladstone's  Budget  and  the  Commercial  Treaty 
with  France  has  raised  this  piiroly  lii^toiiiiil  tniL>tic»n, — How  far  at  any 
time  has  Wine  been  in  gent  ral  us«*  among  ihc  nmniun  people  of  this 
country  ? 

I  cannot  pretend  for  myself  to  havt    liad  any  doubt  upon  the  point. 
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Everything  which  I  have  observed  has  gone  to  satisfy  me  that,  at  least  in 
Scotland,  wine  was  one  of  the  staple  drinks  of  our  forefathers,  until  they 
became  politically  and  commercially  estranged  from  France  at  the  Eevo- 
lution  in  1688.  This  I  firmly  believe;  and  I  venture  to  think  that  I 
could  give  reasons  for  my  belief  which  should  satisfy  every  one  possessed 
of  patience  enough  to  follow  me  through  the  multitude  of  necessary 
details  and  computations.  The  Society  need  not  be  alarmed.  I  am  not 
about  to  put  their  forbearance  to  the  proof  of  a  long  paper  of  statistics. 
I  have  no  thought  of  asking  their  attention  to  more  than  one  small  frag- 
ment of  the  large  mass  of  evidence ;  and  I  hope  that  I  shall  be  able  to 
say  what  I  have  to  say  in  very  few  words,  and  without  any  arithmetic. 

If  I  were  to  ask  you  to  name  any  one  province  of  Scotland  or  of  Britain 
of  which  it  could  be  affirmed  that  its  inhabitants  must,  from  all  their 
circumstances,  have  had  both  less  will  and  less  power  than  their  neigh- 
bours to  indulge  in  the  use  of  wine,  I  think  I  may  say  that  you  would 
at  once  name  the  Western  Isles.  The  people  were  poor  even  beyond 
the  measure  of  Scottish  poverty.  Their  climate  is  proverbially  raw  and 
damp.  And  in  the  whisky  of  divers  kinds  which  they  made  at  home, — 
their  usquehaugh^  their  tresiarig,  and  their  usquebaugh-haul ^ — they  had  a 
drink  which  might  have  been  supposed  to  be  the  most  congenial  of  all 
drinks,  at  once  to  their  poverty,  to  their  climate,  and  to  their  taste.  If 
I  can  show,  therefore,  that  wine  was  in  general  use  among  the  common 
people  in  the  Western  Islands,  I  think  you  will  agree  with  me  in  holding 
that  it  would  be  superfluous  to  adduce  evidence  of  its  general  use  among 
the  wealthier  common  people  of  the  more  favoured  mainland  of  Scotland. 

Now,  in  the  official  registers  of  the  time  preserved  among  our  national 
records,  we  have  proof  that  the  passion  for  wine  among  the  Islesmen, 
in  the  beginning  of  the  seventeenth  century,  was  so  strong  that  the 
Government  of  the  day  found  themselves  unable  to  control  or  restrain  it, 
except  by  m^ans  which  went  far  beyond  what  I  believe  to  be  the  provi- 
sions of  the  so-called  Maine  Law  of  our  own  time.  The  following  ordi- 
nance was  passed  by  the  Privy  Council  in  the  year  1616  : — 

Act  aganis  the  Drinking  of  Wynes  in  the  Yllis, 

Apud  Edinburgh  xxvj  ofJulij  1616. 
Forsamekle  as  the  grite  and  extraordinar  excesse  in  drinking  of  wync 
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commonlie  vsit  amangis  the  commoniB  and  tennentlB  of  the  YUia  is  not 
onlie  ane  occasioun  of  the  beastlie  and  barbarons  craelteis  and  inhamaniteifl 
that  fallis  oute  amangis  thame  to  the  offens  and  displesonr  of  God  and 
contempt  of  law  and  justice  bot  with  that  it  drawis  nvmberis  of  thame  to 
miserable  nccessitie  and  powertie  sua  that  thay  ar  constraynit  quhen 
thay  want  of  thair  awne  to  tak  from  thair  nichtbouris  For  remeid 
quhairof  the  Lord  is  of  Secrete  Counsell  st«tutis  and  ordanis  that  nane  of 
the  tennentis  and  commonis  of  the  Yllis  sail  at  ony  tyme  heireftcr  buy  or 
drink  ony  wynes  in  the  Ylles  or  continent  nixt  adiacent  vnder  the  pane 
of  tuenty  puudis  to  be  incurrit  be  euery  contravenare  totiea  qtiotiea  The 
ane  half  of  the  said  pane  to  the  Kingis  Maiestie  and  the  vtber  half  to 
thair  maisteris  and  landislordis  and  cbiftanes  Commanding  heirby  the 
maisteris  landislordis  and  cbiftanes  to  the  saidis  tennentis  and  commonis 
euery  ane  of  thame  within  thair  awine  boundis  to  sie  thir  present  act  pre- 
ceislie  and  inviolablie  keept  and  the  contravenaris  to  be  accordinglie 
pvnist  and  to  vplift  the  panes  of  the  contravenaris  and  to  mak  reckning 
and  payment  of  the  ane  halff  of  the  said  panes  in  [his]  Maiesteis  excheckar 
yeirlie  and  to  apply  the  vther  halflf  of  the  saidis  panes  to  thair  awne  vse. 

There  is  here,  you  will  observe,  a  prohibition  under  high  penalties,  not 
only  of  the  sale,  but  of  the  use  of  Wine  in  the  Isles.  To  make  the  prohi- 
bition more  effective,  it  was  not  only  provided  that  one  half  of  the  penalty 
should  go  to  the  landlord  or  chief,  but  these  landlords  and  chiefs  were 
farther  taken  bound  individually,  by  formal  bonds  fenced  by  good  sureties 
and  enormous  forfeitures,  to  use  only  a  certain  limited  quantity  of  wine 
themselves,  and  to  take  strict  order  that  none  of  their  tenants  and  country 
people  should  buy  or  drink  any  wines  whatever. 

The  ordinance  of  1G16  which  I  have  read  was  not  the  first  piece  of 
legislation  on  tlie  subject.  Seven  years  before,  the  Privy  Council  had 
prohibited  the  importation  of  wine  and  spirits  from  the  mainland,  with- 
out however  prohibiting  the  use  of  either,  and  with  a  special  declaration, 
that  the  prohibition  should  be  **  w^ithout  prejudice  always  to  any  person 
within  the  Isles  to  brew  aquavitas  and  other  drink  to  serve  their  own 
houses,  and  to  the  special  barons  and  substantious  gentlemen  to  send  to 
the  Lowlands,  and  there  to  buy  wine  and  aquavitae  to  serve  their  own 
houses." 
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The  Act  of  1616,  then,  was  not  the  first  of  its  kind.  I  need  scarcely  add 
that  it  was  not  the  last ;  for  it  would  seem  to  be  fate  of  all  such  attempts 
to  prevent  mankind  from  gratifying  the  reasonable  appetites  of  their 
nature,  that  as  one  law  fails  in  its  object,  another  and  another,  each 
more  oppressive  than  its  predecessor,  is  placed  upon  the  statute-book, 
until  at  last  cither  the  accumulated  mass  proves  more  than  human  pa- 
tience can  bear,  or  the  Legislature,  gathering  wisdom  from  experience, 
tacitly  abandons  an  enterprise  which  it  sees  to  be  beyond  its  strength. 
In  1609,  the  Scottish  Privy  Council  forbade  the  introduction  of  wine  into 
the  Isles  from  the  mainland.  In  1616,  they  forbade  its  use.  And  now 
in  1622,  confessing  the  failure  of  their  former  attempts,  they  of  new 
prohibit  its  importation  from  any  quarter  whatever,  and  its  sale  by  any 
person  whatever.     The  following  ordinance  was  passed  in  July  1622  : — 

Act  that  Nane  send  Wyms  to  the  His. 

Apud  Edinburgh  28  Julij  1622. 
Forsamekle  as  it  is  vnderstand  to  the  Lordis  of  Secreit  Counsell  that 
one  of  the  cheifT  caussis  whilk  procuris  the  continewance  of  the  inhabi- 
tantis  of  the  His  in  thair  barbarous  and  inciuile  forme  of  leving  is  the 
grite  quantitie  of  wynes  yeirlie  carj^d  to  the  His  with  the  vnsatiable 
desire  quhairof  the  saidis  inhabitantis  ar  so  far  possest  that  quhen  thair 
arryvis  ony  ship  or  other  vcshell  thair  with  wynes  thay  spend  bothe 
dayis  and  nightis  in  thair  excesse  of  drinking  and  seldome  do  thay  leave 
thair  drinking  so  lang  as  thair  is  ony  of  the  wyne  restand  sua  that  being 
ouercome  with  drink   thair  fallis  oute  mony  inconvenientis   amangis 
thame  to  the  brek  of  his  Maiesteis  peace     And  quhairas  the  chiftanes 
and  principallis  of  the  clannis  in  the  Yllis  ar  actit  to  tak  suche  ordour 
with  thair  tennentis  as  nano  of  thame  be  sufi'erit  to  drink  wynes  yitt  so 
lang  as  thair  is  ony  wynes  caryed  to  the  His  thay  will  hardlie  be  with- 
drawne  frome  thair  cvill  customo  of  drinking  hot  will  follow  the  same 
and  continew  thairin  whensoeuir  thay  may  find  the  occasioun  For  remeid 
quhairof  in  tyrae  comeing  The  Lordis  of  Secreit  Counsell  ordanis  lettres 
to  be  direct  to  command  charge  and  inhibite  all  and  sindrie  marcheantis 
skipparis  and  awnaris  of  shippis  and  veshellis  bo  oppin  proclamatioun 
at  all  placeis  neidfuU  that  nane  of  thame  presoume  nor  tak  vpoun  hand 
to  carye  and  transporte  ony  wynes  to  the  His  nor  to  sell  the  same  to  the 


428  PROGEEDINOS  OF  THE  SOCIETY  OF 

inhabitantis  of  tho  His  except  bo  mekle  as  is  alloued  to  the  principall 
chiftanes  and  gentlemen  of  the  His  vnder  the  pane  of  confiscatioun  of 
the  whole  wynes  so  to  be  caryed  and  sauld  in  the  His  aganis  the  tenoar 
of  this  proclamatioun  or  els  of  the  availl  and  pryceis  of  the  same  to  his 
Maiesties  Yse. 

Here,  unfortunately,  the  register  from  which  this  information  is  derived 
fails  us.  Nor  have  I  obserred  elsewhere  any  farther  information  about 
the  use  of  wine  in  the  West  Isles  during  the  seventeenth  century.  We 
may  safely  presume,  however,  that  there,  as  in  other  parts  of  Scotland,  it 
gradually  fell  into  disuse  among  the  mass  of  the  people,  as  war  and  a  false 
commercial  policy  destroyed  our  trade  with  France  ;  as  excessive  import 
duties  raised  the  price  above  the  reach  of  all  but  the  more  opulent  classes; 
and  as  our  improved  customs'  police  and  a  better  tone  of  public  feeling 
put  an  end  to  the  smuggling  by  which  these  import  duties  were  evaded. 
Wine  has  long  ceased  to  bo  used  among  the  common  people  of  the 
Hebrides.  Its  place  has  been  su[>plied  by  whisky  ;  and  of  the  extent  to 
which  that  is  consumed,  Sir  John  M'Neill  has  given  startling  informa- 
tion in  the  Report  on  the  West  Highlands  and  Islands  which  he  made 
to  the  Home  Secretary  in  1851. 

We  have  seen  that  while  wine  was  utterly  prohibited  to  the  common 
people,  their  chiefs  were  allowed  to  use  it  in  certain  limited  quantities. 
The  Society  may  perhaps  wish  to  know  what  in  those  days  was  con- 
sidered a  reduced  allowance  of  claret  for  a  Highland  gentleman.  The 
smaller  chiefs,  then,  such  as  Mackinnon  in  Skye,  Maclean  of  Coll,  and 
Maclean  of  Lochbuy,  wore  restricted  to  one  tun,  or  four  hogsheads,  each, 
in  the  twelvemonth.  Chiefs  of  a  higher  rank,  such  as  the  Captain  of 
Olanranald,  had  three  tuns,  or  twelve  hogsheads,  a  year.  Potentates  of 
still  greater  mark — Maclean  of  Duart,  Macleod  of  Dunvegan,  and  Donald 
Gorme  of  Sleat — were  permitted  to  have,  each  of  them,  four  tuns,  or  six- 
teen hogsheads,  yearly.  Four  Scottish  tuns,  I  should  explain,  contain 
rather  more  than  876  imperial  gallons.  In  other  words,  there  were,  in 
161 G,  at  least  three  houses  in  the  West  Isles  where  the  consumption  of 
wine,  under  the  jealous  regimen  of  the  Privy  Council,  amounted  to  438 
dozen  every  year.  May  I  ask  if  there  be  one  house  now  in  all  the 
Hebrides  which  uses  so  much  ? 
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NOTES  ON  TUK  USB  OF  WINE,  FROM  TUB  ACCOUNTS  OF  TUB  BURGU 

OF  ABERDEEN. 

Mr  John  Stuart  read  some  extracts  from  the  Accounts  of  the  Burgh 
of  Aberdeen,  which  date  from  the  year  1398,  with  the  view  of  showing 
how  much  the  drinking  of  Wine  had  been  mixed  up  with  social  and  busi- 
ness arrangements  in  old  times  in  Scotland.  These  Accounts  preserve 
notices  of  the  expense  of  many  entertainments  to  the  kings  of  Scotland 
on  their  visits  to  the  burgh,  and  descend  even  to  the  dole  given  to 
"  Archibald  Armstrong  his  Majesties  plesant,"  while  it  appears  that  no 
stranger  of  any  standing  could  pass  through  the  town  without  receiving 
an  entertainment.  Players  were  patronised,  as  in  1601,  when  "  the  stage 
players  Inglischemen  "  got  a  gift ;  while  noble  ladies  did  not  disdain  to 
partake  of  the  town's  hospitality.  In  1398,  the  Bishop  got  a  certain 
quantity  of  wine  "  when  he  abode  in  the  vicar's  house,'*  and  again  when 
he  was  in  the  tavern  of  John  Anderson.  The  old  Provost  spent  four 
shillings  in  that  year  on  wine  for  the  new  Provost.  In  1453,  the  Countess 
of  Huntly  got  a  lagen  of  red  wine,  which  cost  5s.  4d. ;  and  the  Bishops 
of  Aberdeen  and  St  Andrews  had  each  of  them  a  like  allowance.  The 
Prior  of  Whithorne  and  the  Abbot  of  Arbroath  are  set  down  for  only 
half  as  much,  while  the  quarriers  who  brought  stones  for  the  "  Brig  of 
Balgowny"  got  nearly  as  much  as  the  last  named  dignitaries.  The 
Alderman's  fee  and  "  potatiounys  "  are  set  down  in  this  year  at  no  small 
sum,  while  the  expenses  "  made  upon  the  King  in  twa  dayis  "  amount 
to  above  forty  pounds.  The  King's  sons,  in  1548,  got  four  gallons  of 
wine,  as  did  "  my  Lord  Huntly  quhen  he  come  out  of  England."  In 
1594,  the  King  lodged  in  the  town  for  some  days,  and  large  supplies  of 
sugar,  pepper,  "  safroem,  meassis,  and  cannel,"  were  bought  for  his  use, 
as  well  as  a  supply  of  "  confeittis  scorchettis  and  confection  is."  In 
1613,  the  Bishop  of  Orkney  got  a  present  of  Spanish  and  Bordeaux  wine  ; 
and  in  1635,  "  at  the  making  of  the  Primat  of  Edinburght  burges," 
there  was  an  outlay  of  £5,  8s.  for  "  Frensche  wyne,"  and  2s.  8d.  for  "  a 
quart  of  sack."  When  Edward  Raban  was  employed  to  print  certain 
college  theses,  there  was  paid  to  Kaban's  servant,  "  drinksiluer,"  26s.  8d. 
In  1647,  Major  Middleton  received  the  town's  "  courtesie,"  which  in- 
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eluded  a  supply  of  French  and  Spanish  wines,  as  well  as  strong  ale.  In 
1644,  the  magistrates  sent  to  Montrose's  camp,  then  in  the  neighhour- 
hood,  **  aucht  pyntis  and  ane  choppein  of  Spanish  wyne  at  24s.  the  pynt," 
as  also  '^  four  pyntis  and  ane  choppein  acquavitie/'  at  308.  the  pint. 
Few  entries,  however,  occur  of  the  last-named  beverage.  Mr  Stuart  re- 
marked that  Mr  Robertson  seemed  to  have  proved  that  even  when  wine 
was  the  favourite  beverage  of  the  common  people,  it  had  not  brought 
with  it  the  temperate  habits  which  some  expected  from  its  renewed  use 
in  the  present  day. 


III. 

NOTES  ON  CLOCK  AND  WATCH  MAKING ;  WITH  DESCRIPTIONS  OF 
SEVERAL  ANTIQUE  TIMEKEEPERS  DEPOSITED  IN  THE  MUSEUM. 
By  ALEXANDER  BRYSON,  Esq.,  F.R.S.E.,  F.R.S.S.A.,  F.S.A.  Scot. 

In  man's  first  and  pure  estate  be  measured  his  day  by  only  two  epochs, 
the  morning  and  the  evening.  But  he  soon  saw  that  the  sliadow  cast 
on  the  surface  of  the  earth  from  a  fixed  body  moved  in  obedience  to  tbe 
apparent  motion  of  the  sun  ;  and  so  the  dial  of  Ahaz  became  the  first  • 
chronometer,  and  the  day  was  measured  into  hours.  Through  a  long 
series  of  centuries  the  necessity  for  a  more  accurate  mode  of  measure- 
ment was  not  felt,  and  therefore  not  attained.  The  varying  positions, 
however,  of  the  planets  to  the  fixed  stars  must,  at  an  early  period,  have 
attracted  the  attention  of  man,  and  his  insatiable  curiosity  must  have 
urged  him  to  note  their  "  times  and  seasons." 

For  this  purpose  it  has,  with  considerable  ingenuity,  been  maintained 
that  Stonehenge  was  used  as  a  grand  Orrery  by  the  Druids  ;*  and  as 
Caesar,  in  his  Commentaries,^  states,  that  when  he  landed  in  Britain  he 
found  Clepsdras ;  those  ancient  astronomers  may  have  been  enabled  to 
ascertain  their  time  to  within  an  hour,  when  they  were  deprived  by  night 
of  the  indications  of  the  sun-dial.  Old  Nehemiah  Grew,  in  his  "  Cosmo- 
logia  Sacra,  or  a  Discourse  of  the  Universe  as  it  is  the  Creature  and 

*  See  Dr  John  Smith's  *' Choir-Gaur,'*  published  at  Salisbury  1771. 
2  Lib.  V.  18. 
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Kingdom  of  God,"  has  given  a  quaint  description  of  the  progress  of 
horology.  He  says — "  The  first  conceit  tending  to  a  watch  was  a  draw- 
well  ;  lor  people  of  old  were  wont  only  to  let  down  a  jiilcher  with  a  hand- 
cord  for  as  muuh  water  as  they  easily  could  piill  up.  Bat  meeting  with 
aome  deep  wells  put  them  on  thinking  of  a  dranght- wheel ;  and  eeeing 
the  pitcher  or  bucket  to  descend  with  its  own  weight,  they  perceived  the 
movemeDt  applicable  to  a  spit,  if  the  motion  of  the  weight  could  he 
made  slow,  which  was  done  by  adding  more  wheels  and  the  flj'er,  which 
raade  a  jack.  n|>on  which  men  began  to  see  that  if  the  motion  were  yet 
slower,  it  would  serve  to  measure  time  as  well  as  turn  a  spit ;  and  so  in 
the  room  of  the  Syer  put  the  hallance,  wbicli  makes  a  clock  ;  which  being 
BO  useful,  thinking  men  considered  how  it  might  be  made  portable  hy 
some  means  answerable  to  a  weight,  and  so  instead  of  that  put  the  spring 
and  fusee  wheel,  which  made  a  watch."  We  do  not  know  (for  the  his- 
tory of  science  is  silent  on  the  subject)  to  whom  we  owe  the  invention  of 
the  fusee  of  the  watch.  This  at  least  is  certain,  that  Eohcrt  Hooke  was 
the  first  to  announce  that  the  force  of  the  spring  is  as  its  angular  dis- 
tance from  its  position  of  rest.  It  seems,  indeed,  from  bis  posthumous 
works,  edited  by  Waller  (whose  copy  I  possess),  that  Hooke,  as  early  as 
165G,  had,  under  the  form  of  au  anagram,'  expressed  the  law  Ut  pottdvs 
lie  teniio.  I  have  therefore  little  doubt  that  to  Hooke  we  owe  the  in- 
vention of  the  fusee,  one  of  the  most  beautiful  of  the  many  contrivances 
required  to  make  a  perfect  timekeeper. 

In  1370  Charles  V,  of  France  had  a  large  turret-clock  put  up  at  bis 
palace  in  Paris,  It  was  made  by  Uenry  Viek,  a  native  of  Germany. 
This  clock  had  no  pendulum,  hut  was  regulated  hy  a  horizontal  bar 
(the  eq[uivaleut  of  the  balance  of  a  watch),  having  a  series  of  notches 
placed  on  each  arm  equidistant  from  the  centre.  Into  these  notches,  by 
means  of  hooks,  were  hung  two  weights.  If  the  clock  went  slow,  each 
weight  was  shifted  one  notch  towards  the  centre;  and  if  fast,  removed 
further  from  it.  I  have  placed  in  the  Museum  a  specimen  of  such  a 
clock  made  about  the  year  1500,  where,  instead  of  the  regulating 
notches,  the  time  was  kept  by  increasing  or  diminishing  the  force  of  the 

»CDr.  IINNOOPSSSTTUU,  Waller,  who  »iia  hie  friend  and  oncior- 
slood  liis  steDogroiib?,  gives  the  abovo  as  the  intcrpTctalion  ;  but  Llie  context,  even 
withfinl  hi"  guiiiance.  would  lead  us  to  infer  Iho  menniog. 
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mainspring.  In  Yick's  turret-clock  the  regalation  could  only  be  acooAi- 
plished  by  shifting  the  weights  on  the  bar,  as  it  had  no  mainspring,  but 
was  moved  by  the  force  of  gravity. 

For  upwards  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  years  this  rude  method  of  rega- 
lating  clocks  prevailed,  until  the  accidental  discovery  of  Galileo  made 
precision  possible.  As  the  story  goes,  his  mother  had  taken  him  to  the 
Cathedral  of  Pisa,  to  vespers,  one  evening ;  but  the  choir  and  the  prayers 
of  the  priest  had  on  that  occasion  no  interest  for  Galileo.  From  the 
high  fretted  roof  swung  a  lamp,  swayed  to  and  fro  by  the  wind,  or  the 
incautious  hand  that  had  lit  it.  The  youthful  Galileo  was  struck  by  the 
equality  of  the  oscillations,  and,  placing  his  fingers  on  his  pulse,  found 
that  the  vibrations  of  the  lamp  were  performed  in  unison  with  the  pulsa- 
tions ;  and  also,  he  discovered,  that  the  vibrations,  when  at  their  greatest 
extent,  were  performed  in  precisely  the  same  interval  of  time  as  when  they 
had  nearly  ceased  to  vibrate.  On  that  night  of  unheeded  prayer,  Galileo 
had  discovered  the  principle  of  the  pendulum,  and,  with  a  sagacity  rare 
at  his  years,  he  applied  a  weight  to  a  cord  of  such  a  length  that,  when 
made  to  vibrate,  it  performed  it*j  oscillations  in  equal  times  with  the  beat- 
ings of  his  pulse.  This  instrument  he  called  apulsilogas;  and  as  watches 
were  not  then  in  use,  Galileo's  string,  measured  into  degrees,  and  with 
its  weight  attacherl,  became,  even  in  his  youth,  an  aid  to  the  physicians 
of  Pisa.  But  he  carried  his  discovery  further,  and  was  the  first  to  apply 
a  pendulum  to  a  clock,  by  which  it  became  the  perfect  instrument  we 
now  possess.  At  Florence  I  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  an  original 
drawing  of  this  instrument,  placed  beside  his  first  telescope,  in  the  mag- 
nificent Tribuna  erected  by  the  late  Duke  of  Tuscany  to  the  memory  of 
Galileo.  Nor  was  I  less  interested  in  the  lamp  in  the  Cathedral  at  Pisa, 
but  found,  on  a  careful  examination,  much  to  my  disappointment,  that 
from  its  style  it  must  have  been  made  after  the  great  Tuscan's  death. 

The  next  great  inventor  and  improver  of  the  science  of  horology  was 
Ilooke.  In  the  year  1G58  he  invented  the  balance-spring,  an  improve- 
ment of  the  first  importance  in  the  art  of  timekeeping.  Before  this  most 
admirable  invention,  watches  were  regulated  by  increasing  or  diminish- 
ing the  force  of  the  mainspring  by  means  of  a  wheel  and  endless  screw 
attached  to  the  spindle,  which  carried  the  cylinder,  or,  as  it  is  techni- 
cally called,  the  mainspring  box.     Examples  of  watches  made  before 
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this  time  I  have  deposited  in  the  Museum.  In  each  of  them  may  be 
seen  the  endless  screw  and  wheel  applied  to  the  arbor  or  spindle  of  the 
mainspring,  by  which  its  force  was  increased  or  relaxed.  Immediately 
after  the  invention  of  the  balance-spring  by  Hooke,  it  was  found  that 
as  the  watches  to  which  the  spring  was  adapted  kept  so  much  more  accu- 
rate time  than  those  formerly  made,  it  became  desirable  to  divide  the 
hour  into  more  minute  portions,  and  so  the  motion  work  was  invented 
and  the  minute-hand  applied.  In  the  year  1675  a  watch  was  presented 
to  Eling  Charles  II.,  bearing  the  inscription,  "  Robert  Hook,  invenit ; 
T.  Tompion,  fecit,  1675."  This  watch,  I  have  no  doubt,  had  a  minute- 
hand,  and  fixes  very  nearly  the  date  when  this  improvement  was  invented. 
It  had  the  balance-spring  and  double  balance,  with  a  duplex  escape- 
ment, also  Hooke's  invention,  fifteen  years  before  this  period. 

Hooke's  duplex  escapement  is  certainly  one  of  the  most  beautiful  of 
any  of  those  yet  applied  to  watches,  except  Earnshaw's  marine  chrono- 
meter, and,  for  pocket  use,  as  accurate.  For  this  invention  Hooke  ap- 
plied for  a  patent,  under  the  patronage  of  Lord  Brouncker,  Sir  Robert 
Moray,  and  the  Honourable  Mr  Boyle  ;  and  an  agreement  drawn  up  in 
Sir  Robert  Moray's  handwriting  is  flattering  to  Hooke.  This  document 
states,  "  that  Robert  Hooke  should  discover  to  them  the  whole  of  his 
invention  to  measure  the  points  of  time  at  sea  as  exactly  and  truly  as 
they  are  at  land  by  the  pendulum  clocks  invented  by  Mr  Hugens  :  that 
of  the  profit  to  be  made  thereby,  not  exceeding  £6000,  Robert  Hooke 
was  to  have  three-fourths :  of  whatever  was  made  more  of  it,  not  exceed- 
ing £4000,  Robert  Hooke  was  to  have  two-thirds ;  of  the  rest,  if  more 
could  be  made  of  it,  he  was  to  have  one  half,  and  Robert  Hooke  to  be 
publicly  owned  the  author  and  inventor  thereof."  In  this  agreement 
Hooke  is  styled  Master  of  Arts,  proving  that  it  could  not  have  been 
drawn  up  prior  to  1633,  when  that  honour  was  conferred  on  him  at  Oxford 
by  the  patronage  of  Sir  Edward  Hyde,  then  Chancellor  of  that  University. 
This  scheme,  which  promised  so  much  profit  to  the  inventor  and  his 
friends,  proved  a  failure,  more  perhaps  through  Hooke's  constitutional 
irascibility  than  any  want  of  faith  in  the  invention.  "  Their  treaty," 
Bays  he,  "  with  me,  had  finally  been  concluded  for  several  thousand 
^%  bad  not  the  inserting  of  one  clause  broke  it  ofi",  which  was — 
ter  I  had  discovered  my  invention  about  the  finding  the  lon- 
ABT  in.  2  G 
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gitudo  by  watches  or  otherwise,  they,  or  any  other  persons,  should  find 
a  way  of  improving  my  principles,  he  or  they  shonld  have  the  benefit 
thereof  during  the  term  of  the  patent,  and  not  I.  To  which  clause  I 
could  noways  agree,  knowing  it  was  easy  to  vary  my  principles  an  hnn- 
drod  ways,  and  it  was  not  improbable  but  that  there  might  be  made  some 
addition  of  conveniency  to  what  I  should  at  first  discover,  it  helugJadU 
i mentis  dddtre,''  Had  Hooke  foreseen  that  his  duplex  escapement  would 
stand  the  test  of  upwards  of  two  hundred  years*  experience,  he  would 
have  closed  with  this  agreement,  and  no  doubt  would  have  gained  the 
prize  of  1CH>,000  tlorins  offered  by  the  States  of  Holland  for  ascertaining 
the  longitude  at  sea.  He  might  also  have  obtained  some  Grovemment 
aid  througli  the  interest  of  Lord  Brouncker  and  Sir  Robert  Moray,  which 
at'terwards,  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne,  was  proffered  for  the  same  object, 
to  the  amount  of  j£ 20,000.  After  this  disappointment  Hooke  concealed 
liis  invention  of  the  duplex  escapement  for  many  years,  as  much,  per- 
ha|)s  frv^m  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  correctness  of  workmanship  as 
fnnu  chagrin.  In  1660  he  invented  the  wheel-cutting  engine,  without 
which  Tompion  could  not  have  undertaken  the  manufacture  of  the  watch 
j^n^sonted  to  Kins;  Ch\rles. 

Hoforo  Hvvke  invente^.l  this  engine,  the  art  of  watchmaking  was  by  no 
moans  acourato.  Every  wheel  had  to  be  divided  by  compasses,  and  each 
looili  out  with  tiles,  the  accuracy  being  mainly  dependent  on  the  eye  of 
the  artist  :  and  as  the  ^mailer  wheels  were  more  difficult  to  divide  and 
out,  wo  SCO  a:  once  the  cause  o\'  the  large  size  of  the  watches  of  the 
>ovontivnth  ooutur}*.  Hookvs  ingenuity  contrived  to  divide  a  large  disc, 
with  the  various  uumlvrs  re^^uired  for  each  wheel.  To  this  disc  he 
avla'otod  a  s'.«invIlo  supjvrto*!  or  four  pillars.  To  the  spindle  the  wheels 
xy  Iv  ou;  wor\^  t;\e-.l.  :ind  by  moans  of  a  frame  moving  up  and  down,  in 
whioli  \VA<  p!aoe^^  ;*  oirvular  cuttor.  rotating  with  co»nsiderable  velocity, 
l;o  xlivivUv.  and  ou:  ;he  whools  m  th.-  same  time,  and  also  gave  the 
prv^jvr  ovoloidal  ourvo  to  c;wh  :.v  :*..  -  y  ::  -:  >:.vir-e  of  the  cutter.  By  this 
:  u  0 : 1; n\!  j^  rvv  is i ;  :i  w .\s  i :;  s"  r-.  -  i .  » : . :  :  . ; :  I  i :  y  . :'  •:  x  v-.  u  lion  obtained ;  and 
.;   IS  ^^ot:I.v  0?'  ::  •:.    :':.  i:  _      ..-  V<een  made  on  this 

:.i.«v  .,.,;;    I  rw.;   i.>    ...  • ;...-.    •.■DIT  UBOvuVoBOBi 

J  •  ^•  \* ».».  I     •  \     •  •• •    •  ,.     ■      i  ■  »*     rtir 
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tury.^  It  consists  of  a  slide  by  which  the  rotating  cutter  is  let  down  in 
a  perpendicular  plane.  By  this  means  the  top  and  bottom  of  each  tooth 
was  straight  and  at  right  angles  to  the  wheel ;  while  in  Hooke's  they 
were  curved  as  his  frame  moved  in  the  arc  of  a  circle.  Hooke,  neverthe- 
less, has  the  credit  of  adapting  the  endless  screw  to  the  periphery  of  the 
disc,  and  thus  paved  the  way  for  Ramsden,  who  obtained  a  Government 
grant  for  his  machine  for  accurately  dividing  jistronomical  instruments. 

The  cutting  engine  very  shortly  revolutionised  the  art  of  clock  and 
watchmaking.  It  was  an  expensive  tool,  and  most  watchmakers  could 
not  afford  its  cost ;  and  so  the  cutting  of  wheels  became  a  separate 
branch  of  the  manufacture  of  watches.  This  was  the  first  step  towards 
the  division  of  labour,  by  which  accuracy  and  cheapness  have  been  ob- 
tained. In  the  great  seats  of  the  manufacture  of  watches — London,  Liver- 
pool, and  Coventry — this  subdivision  of  labour  was  very  soon  carried  to 
such  an  extent  that  no  one  engaged  in  the  trade  could  singly  make  a 
watch.  In  Scotland  this  subdivision  never  obtained,  and  therefore  the 
manufacture  of  watches  ceased  about  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth  cen- 
tury. But  the  Scottish  workmen  derived  many  advantages  from  this 
cause,  as  every  one  was  trained  to  make  every  part  of  a  watch,  a  practice 
still  followed  by  all  well-educated  watchmakers. 

The  following  are  the  watches  which  I  now  for  preservation  deposit 
in  the  Museum  of  the  Society  : — 

The  first  of  these  was  made  by  Paul  Romeiu,  and  is  a  fine  example  of 
Scotch  manufacture.  It  must  have  been  made  between  1670  and  1693, 
as  he  died  in  the  latter  year.  The  case  is  not  stamped,  so  the  exact 
date  cannot  be  obtained.  Paul  Romeiu  was  a  Frenchman,  and  was 
among  the  first  watchmakers  in  Edinburgh.     He  resided  in  the  West 

*  Earnshaw  was  decidedly  the  most  ingenious  artist  of  his  time,  and  his  marine 
chronometer,  for  which  he  was  rewarded  by  Government,  has  not  yet  been  improved. 
He  was,  however,  most  pompous  and  vain.  While  exhibiting  his  chronometer  to 
the  late  Duke  of  York,  Earnshaw  imagined  that  his  Royal  Highness  did  not  pay 
him  that  amount  of  deference  which  he  deemed  due  to  one  who  had  invented  the 
means  of  discovering  the  longitude.  Before  leaving  the  Duke  he  informed  his 
Highness  that  he  considered  himself  the  greater  man  of  the  two,  as  he  was  Marquis 
of  Latitude,  Duke  of  Longitude,  and  Tom  King  of  the  Clockmakers. 
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Bow,  where  his  house  was  distinguished  by  a  globe,  which,  in  its  rota- 
tion, pointed  the  hours. 

The  Nuremberg  egg  watch  was  made  about  the  year  1600.  It  has 
neither  chain  nor  balance-spring — a  piece  of  fine  catgut  supplying  the 
former.  This  watch  was  regulated  by  increasing  or  diminishing  the 
power  of  the  mainspring  by  means  of  a  wheel  and  endless  screw.  The 
dial  shows  hours,  the  days  of  the  mouth  and  week,  with  the  appropriate 
signs ;  also  the  moon's  age  and  time  of  high  water.  Within  the  circle 
showing  the  day  of  the  month  is  a  representation  of  the  Last  Snpper 
engraved  on  silver.  The  maker's  name  is  Bouguet,  Londini.  It  was 
bought  at  an  auction  in  New  York  by  the  present  Earl  of  Dalhousie,  for 
four  dollars,  and  presented  by  his  Lordship  to  the  late  Bobert  Bryson. 

The  silver  watch,  No.  3,  was  made  by  Richard  Wise  about  1680.  It 
has  a  balance-spring  and  regulator.  Below  the  balance  is  engraved 
TemptAs  fugit. 

The  gilt  Nuremberg  egg  watch,  No.  4,  was  made  by  Michael  Nouen 
in  1611.  It  is  said  to  have  been  in  the  possession  of  Sir  Walter  Baleigh, 
but  it  bears  the  arms  of  Briscoe. 

No.  5  is  a  fine  specimen  of  a  clock-repeating  watch,  by  James  Reith, 
Versailles.  It  strikes  the  hours,  and  also  repeats  hours  and  quarters. 
It  was  made  about  the  latter  end  of  the  seventeenth  century. 

No.  6  is  a  cruciform  gilt  watch,  made  about  1600  by  Hugues  Pilard- 
Aollonge.     It  was  long  in  the  possession  of  the  Strathallan  family. 

No.  7  is  a  melon-shaped  gilt  watch,  made  at  Rouen  by  David  duChemin. 
It  has  no  balance-spring,  and  has  catgut  instead  of  a  chain.  It  was 
long  in  the  possession  of  the  Drummonds  of  Hawthomden,  and  is  be- 
lieved to  have  been  the  watch  worn  by  the  poet. 


Monday,  218^  May  1860. 

Professor  J.  Y.  SIMPSON,  M.D.,  Vice-President,  in  the  Chair. 

The  following  Gentlemen  were  balloted  for,  and  elected  Fellows  of  the 
Society  : — 

William  Edward  IIope  Vkre,  of  Craigichall,  Esq.,  Linlitbgowsbire. 
James  Neish,  of  the  Laws  and  Omachie,  Esq.,  Forfarshire. 
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Mr  David  Latno  bogged  to  call  special  attention  to  the  Iobb  which  the 
Society  has  recently  aiiBtained  hy  the  decease  of  two  of  the  Members. 
The  firet  was  WILLIAM  WARING  HAY,  Esq.,  afterwarda  W.  W. 
HiV  NEWTON  of  Newton,  Esq.,  one  of  the  oldest  Fellows  of  the 
Society,  having  been  elected  in  the  year  1814.  He  was  a  frequent  hene- 
factor  to  the  Museum,  and  had  formerly  devoted  considerable  time  in  the 
rearrangement  of  its  coins,  being  himself  diBtinguished  for  his  extensive 
and  accurate  numismfttic  knowledge.  lie  had  also  filled  the  office  of 
a  Vioe-President.  The  other  was  ALEXANDEIi  CHRISTIE,  Estj., 
A.R.S.A.,  and  Director  of  the  Department  of  Ornament  in  the  School 
of  Art,  Edinburgh.  He  became  a  Fellow  of  this  Society  in  1848,  and 
hod  in  several  capacities  acted  as  one  of  its  office-bearers.  He  died  in 
the  prime  of  life,  aged  53. 

Mr  John  Sthaet  reported  that  the  circular  to  the  Schoolraasters  of 
Scotland,  prepared  by  the  Society,  regarding  objects  of  archiBological  and 
hiatoricftl  interest,  was  ready  for  distribution,  and  called  attention  to  the 
donation  now  announced  of  a  collection  of  etone  implements  from  Mr 
Gibb,  schoolmaster  at  Aldhar  in  Forfarshire,  as  an  earnest  of  the  result 
which  might  be  expected  from  the  Society's  appeal,  and  as  an  evidence 
of  what  might  he  accomplished  hy  well-directed  efforts.  Mr  Gihb  has 
for  some  years  collected,  through  the  instrumentality  of  his  pupils,  any 
accessible  objects  of  antiquity  in  hia  own  neighbourhood,  and  had  now 
presented  to  our  National  Museum  a  selection  made  by  the  Secretory, 
The  meeting  highly  approved  of  this  admirable  method  of  training  the 
young  to  observe  and  collect  relics,  which  are  so  frequently  lost  from 
mere  carelessness,  and  directed  that  their  best  thanks  should  be  returned 
to  Mr  Gibb  for  his  donation. 


The  Donations  to  the  Muse 


md  Library  were  as  follows ; 


Stone  Hammer,  3  inches  in  length,  with  perforation,  1  inch  in  diameter, 
through  the  centre;  and  an  oval-shaped  stone,  4  inches  long,  and  3  j  inches 
diameter  ;  found  in  Forfarshire ; 

Two  large  flat  stone  knives,  about  9  inches  long,by  5  inches  in  breadth, 
and  3-8thR  of  an  inch  in  thickness ;  tapering  to  a  sharp  edge  round  the 
margin  ;  found  in  Shetland  ; 
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Two  Stono  Vr'horlea ;  one  1  inch  in  diAineter,  and  mdet^F  ormbd 
with  sidkU  putictures  ;  tlie  other  1^  JDcb  id  diameter,  otnameiited  i 
Iium; 

Flint  Armw-llcad  with  barbs,  1^  inch  in  Ungth;  foond  in  Fot^' 
ahiro, 

Hy  Mr  (itBB,  schoolmaster,  AJdhor. 

Ti^ioii  of  •  Clay  Urn,  ornamented  with  short  perpeodicnlwl 
lMnsTi>rM  lines,  found  in  1823  on  the  banks  of  the  River  Almond,  a 
OUrion  n«ll ; 

Small  jiortion  of  Chtiin  Armour,  found  in  forming  the  Glasgow  Boail 
•ki)  ibi.>  i^tati*  uf  Old  ListoD,  eight  miles  we^t  from  Edinbaigh. 
R,v  JoiiH  Maitlakh,  Esq.,  Accountant  to  the  Court  of  Session. 
Marhio  Turkiiili  Tombstone,  3  feet  long,  4i  inches  square,  with  tnrlian 
OH  %\>\\  inscri{itiuu  on  side,  and  pointed  below  for  insertion  in  g 
from  Itivos,  on  the  Ikisphorus.    By  tbe  Rev.  Davih  Akxot,  DJ] 
•>f  the  Ministers  of  the  High  Cbnrch,  Edinburgh. 

The  inscription,  which  is  in  the  Persian  language,  but  Id  '. 
.'haracler,  has  been  thus  translated  by  Major  Othraan  Nouri, 
Tnrkish  servieo : — 

Liko  a  bulbul  b<>  hu  oscencbd, 
To  Uin  Kriof  uf  Lis  mother ; 
l'r»)f  for  mtKy  to  htm 

Tho  IxttPm  of  who8e  Mine.  All,  loll  the  dal«  of  hit  death. 
(H.  1140;  A.D.  1720.) 

Stitne  found  under  the  pavement  in  Toung  Street ,  meaeuiing  3  fret  by 
i  feet  4  inches,  on  which  is  sculptured,  on  an  ornamented  panel  (Eli»- 
U'thui  style)  two  winged  figures  supporting  a  shield  displaying  armorid 
l<t'(tring8;  abend  dexter,  on  which  is  a  crescent  between  two  mullets; 
Hiinuounted  by  the  helmet  of  an  Esquire,  Py  TnoM*a  Stkvbssos,  E»j, 
I'.E.,  F.S.A.Scot. 

Sword  Dollar,  or  Tbirty-Bbillm^    l..   ■       i    .' im^.s   \l.     liy  Hiu 


I'niNnui,  Kai].,  Largo. 
Shtdl  of  a  Turtle.j 


i  ItaJ  !»*" 


I)  Cannon  U 
Found  einbeddw 


ANTIQUARIES  OF  8C0TI.AND. 


43» 


Stone  Celt,  '2  inclies  acrosH  face,  jfoliBlied  at  the  eiiJ. 

Boar'B  Tusk,  8  incheB  lono:,  and  poitions  of  a  large  unornameiiteil  eine- 
Kr;  baked  clay  urn  io  which  it  was  found.    From  Rathen,  AberdeeriBhire. 

Marble  Head,  apparently  llie  portion  of  a  statue  of  Itudha,  7  inches 
high,  considerably  weathered. 

Grol4  St  Andrew  of  James  I.,  and  the  Gold  Lion  of  James  II,  of  Scot- 
land. These  coins  formed  piirtion  of  a  hoard  (treasure  trove)  found  in 
August  1816,  near  the  ruins  of  the  Caatle  of  Cadder,  in  the  county  of 
Lanark. 

By  the  Council  of  tbk  Botal  Soc 

Stone  Ball,  2^  inches  dia- 
meter, with  four  rounded  pro- 
jections, three  of  which  are 
ornamented  with  different  in- 
cised patterns ;  the  fourth  being 
smooth,  or  without  any  pattern 
(see  woodcut) ;  it  was  found 
in  digging  a  drain  several  feet 
under  ground,  on  the  Gla^^s 
Hill,  or  Gray  Hill,  parish  of 
Towie,  Aberdeenshire,  By  Mr 
Jahbe  Eesson,  farmer,  Upper 
Drummellaebay ;  through  the 
Rev.  John  Christie,  Kildrummy. 

On  the  Giasshill  many  ancient  n 
cups,  lifC.     On  the  hill  and  in  the  neighbourhood  i 
tumuli. 

Burmese  Manuscript  Book,  on  palm  leaves,  with  wooden  boards.  The 
leaves  are  20  inches  long  by  V!J  inches  broad,  nnd  arc  partially  gilt  on 
the  edges,  the  boards  being  also  ornamented  with  a  pattern  in  gold. 

Pair  of  Wooden  Boards  of  another  MS.  Book,  ornamented  red  and 
gold. 

Three  Burmese  Manuscript  Books  on  paper. 

By  Mrs  Bovn,  IG  London  Street. 

Various  Bone  Implenienls,  consisting  of  p 
Ac,  from  llavis  Straitw.     By  Ai.RXAtinER  Brui 


have  been  fo 


ind,  such  as  stone 
several  targe 


s,  barbed  fishing  hooks, 
,  Esq.,  S.R.C. 
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Gntta  Percba  Cast  of  an  iDscription  on  a  bronze  tripod  vefisel  found 
near  Hexham.     By  W.  D.  Taullbs,  MJ).,  Montroee. 

Account  of  the  Cathedral  of  Throndheim.  Folio ;  plates.  The  text  by 
Professor  F.  A.  Miinch.     Published  by  order  of  the  Norwegian  Grovem- 

ment.    CLristiania,  ISoO. 

Karlaniagnus  Saga  ok  Kappa  Hans.     Svo.    Christiania,  1859|^ 

Den  Norske  Kirkes  Historic  under  Katholicismen  af  B.  Eeyser,  Pro- 
fessor ved  Universitctet  i  Christiania.   4  vols.  8vo.   Christiania,  1856-58. 

Foreningen  til  Norske  Fortidsmindesmerkers  Bevaring.  Boyal  8vo 
and  Svo.     Christiania,  1850-59. 

Norges  Historie  I  Kortfattel  Udtog  af  P.  A.  Miinch.  8vo.  Christi- 
ania, 1858. 

By  the  Rotal  University,  Ciiristiania,  Norway. 

Nordiske  Oldsager  i.  det  Kongclige  Museum  i.  Kjobenhavn  ordnede 
og  forklarede  af  J.  J.  A.  Worsaae.  Royal  8vo.  Copenhagen,  1859.  By 
J.  J.  A.  Worsaae  (the  author),  Copenhagen. 

The  Sick'4>ed  of  Cuchulainn ;  quoted  from  the  Yellow  Book  of  Slane. 
8vo  pamphlet  (pp.  60).  Dublin,  1858.  By  Eugene  O'Curry,  Esq., 
M.R.l.A.,  Corr.  Mem.  S.A.  Scot. 

Tlie  following  Communications  were  read  : — 


I. 


i{KP^p:up:NrE  notes  to  plan  and  views  of  ancient  remains 

ON  THE  RI:MM1T  OF  THE  LAWS,  FORFARSHIRE.  (PLATES  XXXIV. 
AND  XXXV.)  IJy  JAMES  NEISH,  of  tue  Laws,  Esq.  Commcnicatep, 
WITH  ADDITIONAL  NOTE,  by  JOHN  STUART,  Esq.,  Secretary  &A.  Scot. 

About  two  miles  north  from  the  estuaiy  of  the  River  Tay  and  the 
church  of  Monifieth,  in  Forfarshire,  there  is  a  collection  of  hilJs  c&Ued 
**  liiiwH,"  forming  one  of  the  terminations  of  the  Sidlaw  range.    The 
liighcHt  an<l  mo.^t  remarkable  one  is  tliat  on  which  the  ancient  walJs  have 
be(»n  (liKc«>vere(l ;  its  summit  i.<  i^OO  feet  a]>ove  the  level  of  the  sea^  of  tti 
oval  form,  moasurinii;  from  east  to  west  500  feet,  the  breadih  bfljng wp 
200  feet.     From  this  bill  the  v         anavHnr 
the  prospect  is  boumbMl  ])y  the  n 
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be  seen  the  Sidlaw  Hills,  Dunsinnain,  Norman's  Law,  the  Lomonds,  the 
River  Tay,  part  of  the  town  and  "  Law"  of  Dundee ;  on  the  south,  Largo 
and  North  Bei-wick  "  Laws,"  Isle  of  May  light,  St  Andrews,  and  the 
hills  of  Lothian ;  eastward,  the  town  of  Arbroath,  and  the  wide  expanse 
of  the  German  Ocean.     The  country  round  is  very  fertile. 

In  the  Statistical  Account  of  1842,  it  is  stated  that  ''  persons  then 
alive  remember  older  people  telling  them  they  knew  when  the  walls 
were  five  feet  higher  than  the  present  surface."  The  writer  has  ample 
proof,  from  conversing  with  workmen,  that  for  a  long  period  previous  to 
1834  the  top  of  the  hill  has  been  generally  resorted  to  when  stones 
were  required  for  dykes,  drains,  &c.,  on  the  estate ;  and  David  Rennie, 
land-steward,  who  died  in  1856  in  his  103d  year^  and  who  had  resided  in 
the  neighbourhood  for  upwards  of  eighty  years,  told  him  that  his  plan 
was,  first  to  discover  a  wall,  and  then  to  work  it  out,  so  far  as  the  stones 
were  suitable  for  his  purpose,  leaving  the  large  stones  lower  down. 
During  these  workings,  rude  stone  graves  were  found,  lined  and  covered 
with  flag  stones,  containing  human  skeletons. 

In  1834,  when  Mr  Colvill  bought  the  property,  the  summit  of  the  hill 
was  broken  up  by  hollows  and  masses  of  rubbish,  that  had  been  thrown 
up  when  the  stones  were  removed.  Soon  after  this  period,  the  surface 
was  levelled,  portions  of  walls  thrown  over,  near  the  east  end,  and  the 
whole  planted  with  trees.  A  tradition  about  a  spring  on  the  top  of  the 
hill  led  to  a  digging  through  the  surface  in  search  of  water ;  and  a  cairn 
of  stones  then  thrown  out  remained  on  the  hill  when  the  writer  became 
proprietor.  Amongst  these  he  found  two  fragments  of  stone,  with  rude 
concentric  circles  cut  on  them  ;  and  in  a  hole  of  a  water- worn  sandstone, 
some  small  sea-shells  were  found. 

While  digging  in  search  of  water,  pieces  of  wood  were  found,  one  of 
which  the  writer  still  possesses.  It  is  of  oak,  split  up  as  if  for  a  couple, 
having  a  rudely  morticed  hole  in  one  end. 

Amongst  the  stones  thrown  over  about  this  time,  was  found  a  rounded 
ooe^  AoUowed  out,  with  markings  on  the  outside,  as  if  to  retain  cords  to 

ipposed  to  have  been  a  lamp.     About  1836,  a  gar- 

mth  base  of  the  hill ;  and  in  bringing  back  the 

*''"^efi  was  found,  both  human  and  of  the  lower 

''^his  continued  as  far  as  was  levelled. 
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Amongst  these  were  found  several  spear-beads  of  iron,  and  one  was  found 
in  forming  a  road  on  the  north  of  the  hill. 

The  Statistical  Account  of  1842  states,  that  '*  about  fifty  years  ago, 
two  workmen  came  upon  the  foundation  of  a  building  at  the  bottom  of 
the  cone,  and  found  a  considerable  treasure  of  gold  coin.  They  concealed 
their  prize,  went  to  London  and  sold  it  as  bullion.  The  circumstance 
came  to  light  by  the  jealousy  of  one  of  the  finders,  who  accused  his  com- 
rade of  cheating  him,  as  he  had  received  only  fifty  pounds." 

In  the  plain  to  the  east,  about  a  mile  distant,  on  the  farm  of  Garlungie, 
the  present  tenant  has  dug  out  a  considerable  extent  of  walls,  similar  to 
those  on  the  hill ;  and  on  the  same  farm,  in  knolls  called  ''  Curr  Hills," 
were  found  all  round  slab-stone  coffins  containing  skeletons.  The  tenant's 
brother,  a  medical  student,  and  his  companions,  used  to  amuse  themselves 
by  digging  for  them. 

On  the  neighbouring  farms  of  Omachie,  Kingennie,  Ardownic,  and 
Ethiebeaton,  many  graves  of  a  like  kind  have  been  dug  up ;  amber  beads, 
(fee,  were  found  in  thorn.  Report  also  speaks  of  treasure  having  been 
found  by  a  person  still  alive.  Within  a  (luarter  of  a  mile  south-east  from 
the  Hill  of  Laws,  is  the  Gallows  Hill  of  Eithiebeaton. 

In  a  field  immediately  south  from  the  Hill  of  Laws,  formerly  stood  a 
very  large  natural  block  of  stone,  called  the  "  Tod's  Stane."  It  was 
broken  up  thirty  years  ago.  On  the  top  of  a  knoll  in  Kingennie,  a  mile 
north-west,  is  a  circle  of  stones,  large  Mocks  outside  and  smaller  ones 
within,  60  feet  in  diameter ;  there  is  an  entrance  on  the  east  side,  and 
many  large  blocks  were  found  in  the  dell  below. 


EXPLANATORY   NOTES  OF  PLAN  FROM  SURVEY  OF  THE  LAWS  HILL,  MADE  BY 
MR  JAMES  SALMOXD  IN  DECEMBER  1859.      (PLATE  XXXIV.) 

a.  This  space  has  the  face  of  the  wall  to  the  inside  all  round. 

The  rock  declines  on  the  west  and  south,  which  has  rendered  it  neces- 
sary to  carry  the  foundations  in  some  places  seven  or  eight  feet  below 
the  present  surface,  while  on  the  east  side  of  the  enclosure,  the  wall  is 
built  upon  nibbish,  and  not  deeper  than  was  required  for  the  level  of  the 
floor. 


VollirPktellllV 


W  *  A  I  Jtaauttm.  Laho^gfiuxt.  £dabm^ 
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No  wall  beyond  the  outer  one  shown  has  been  found,  but  that  has  a 
broad  backing  of  large  boulder  stones.  The  enclosure  was  found  filled 
with  stones,  mostly  burnt,  apparently  the  debris  of  some  other  work,  the 
greatest  appearance  of  fire  being  at  "  a."  Under  and  amongst  the  debris 
were  found  bones  of  the  ox,  &c.  Sea  and  snail  shells,  one  cowrie  shell, 
a  large  iron  axe  (the  handle  had  been  of  wood),  very  much  oxidised  ;  one 
copper  coin,  with  a  dot  in  the  centre  on  one  side,  the  edge  notched  one- 
fourth  round — the  other  side  has  some  faint  appearance  of  a  head  on  it. 

Nearer  the  surface  a  quantity  of  small  iron  chain,  apparently  modern. 

b.  The  foundation  of  the  outer  wall  here,  at  the  angle  where  the  two 
walls  join,  is  about  8  feet  below  the  ground,  but  appears  to  have  been 
filled  up  to  the  lowest  of  the  four  rude  steps  shown  at  b  ;  betwixt  the  upper 
step  and  the  fragment  of  wall  to  the  north  there  are  strata  of  ashes,  about 
two  inches  thick,  two  feet  under  the  present  surface.  To  the  north  of  the 
fragment  of  wall  there  is  deep  black  earth,  in  pitting  which  animal  bones 
were  found,  and  a  rudely  formed  stone  cup. 

c.  This  wall  is  well  built  with  flat  stones,  but  has  not  been  excavated 
to  the  foundation. 

d.  The  portion  of  pavement  here  shown  is  of  good  flags,  but  not  very 
level  on  the  surface  ;  these  have  not  been  lifted ;  but  to  the  south  there 
were  lots  of  animal  bones — two  ox -ribs  had  been  obliquely  cut  across  with 
a  saw. 

c.  This  space,  like  that  at  "a,"  has  the  wall  all  round  facing  the  in- 
side. At  the  bottom,  on  the  rock,  quantities  of  bones  were  found,  amongst 
them  an  iron  axe,  smaller  than  that  found  at  "  a  ;"  also  shells. 

/.  This  wall  is  strongly  backed  with  large  stones,  but  no  retaining- wall 
to  the  north  has  been  found. 

g.  This  space  has  not  been  excavated;  but  on  sinking  a  pit  in  the  earth, 
charred  wheat  was  found  on  the  natural  surface.  From  G  to  the  north 
wall  is  the  highest  natural  surface  of  the  hill. 

h.  The  filling  here  is  the  debris  of  burnt  sandstone,  to  a  depth  of  five 
ov  six  feet,  mixed  with  charcoal. 

i.  The  rampart  round  the  circle  is  filled  in  with  land  stones. 

The  foundation  of  the  inner  wall  is  on  the  rock,  while  that  of  the 
ont(  r,  except  at  the  south,  adapts  itself  to  the  rise  of  the  ground. 

In  tracing  the  face  of  the  latter  to  the  east,  a  broken  iron  axe  was 
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found,  of  a  different  shape  from  those  at  ''  a  "  and  ''  c/'  Oatside  the 
circle,  and  south-west  from  t,  human  bones  were  found  near  the  surface 
amongst  rubbish  (with  some  large  flags  near),  apparently  the  remains  of 
two  persons. 

k.  This  round  floor  is  well  paved  with  flag-stones ;  several  layers  one 
above  the  other,  with  not  much  more  soil  betwixt  than  was  necessary  for 
bedding.  On  lifting  one  flag,  the  upper  stone  of  a  rude  quern  was  found 
supporting  it. 

The  small  centre  space  had  likewise  several  flags  one  above  the  other,  but 
more  soil  betwixt  two  of  them,  say  five  or  six  inches,  amongst  which  there 
was  a  very  small  portion  of  a  human  skull,  and  a  smooth  rounded  stone. 
On  the  top  there  was  a  course  of  stones  that  had  been  burnt.  Betwixt 
the  lower  course  of  pavement  and  the  rock,  the  bones  of  the  wild  ox, 
boar,  &c, 

A  bronze  armlet  of  thin  plates  was  got  crushed  betwixt  the  flags ;  it  is 
of  very  pretty  workmanship,  composed  of  three  thin  plates,  the  middle 
one  being  pierced,  showing  an  open  pattern ;  tlie  other  two  are  stamped 
with  a  waving  pattern,  and  overlap  the  edges  of  the  middle  one.  A  large 
iron  nail  was  found  beside  it,  bent  at  the  point.  Several  large  vitrified 
masses  were  found  amongst  the  loose  stones  that  filled  the  enclosure,  but 
the  latter  had  little  appearance  of  fire,  while  some  of  the  stones  in  the 
wall  have  been  exposed  to  the  action  of  fire,  before  being  so  applied. 

I,  This  entrance  to  the  circular  space  is  also  paved,  and  has  two  pro- 
jecting curb-stones  rising  about  four  inches;  the  first  is  immediately  within 
the  circle,  and  the  other  two- thirds  down.  On  each  side  of  the  latter  there 
are  wrought  projecting  stones,  formed  as  if  for  a  door,  and  on  the  floor  to 
the  inside  grooves  worn  in  circles,  as  if  the  markings  of  a  door. 

The  side  where  the  door  had  been  supported  was  examined,  but  no 
stone  to  contain  a  pivot  was  found ;  it  may  have  been  removed,  as  the 
wall  is  broken  up  close  by. 

m.  This  space  was  paved  over  debris,  five  or  six  feet  deep,  with  stones, 
which  had  mostly  been  exposed  to  the  action  of  fire  before  being  so  used. 
In  some  places  were  stones  on  edge,  rising  a  few  inches,  but  not  forming 
any  design  that  could  be  ascertained.  On  removing  this  pavement,  there 
was  a  rich  black  soil  to  the  depth  of  five  or  six  inches,  and  then  another 
causewaying ;  small  portions  of  bones  all  through,  and  several  flat  querns 
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which  seemed  to  have  been  UBod  as  pavement ;  ulso  mnoy  smooth  rouDded 
Bea  Btooes,  two  small  pieces  of  roch  crystal,  a  round  piece  of  lead,  with 
iron  rust  on  it,  an  iron  tool  like  a  weod-hook ;  a  piece  of  iron  turned  at 
one  end,  while  the  other  is  cut  away ;  an  iron  piD  with  a  loose  ring 
in  the  top,  a  small  iron  bodkin  or  large  needle,  a  piece  of  bone,  a  bronze 
spiral  ring  of  four  turns.  The  rock  suddenlydips  from  tbe  eoutb  wall  of 
tbe  circle,  which  is  firmly  supported  by  projecting  boulder  etones.  At 
"  m,"  there  is  black  enrth  and  stones,  to  a  depth  of  eight  feet  below  tbe 
present  surface ;  at  the  lowest  point,  a  row  of  large  bouldere  running 
east  and  west,  as  if  the  foundation  of  an  older  wall. 

n.  This  space  in  filled  between  the  retaining  walls  with  burnt  sand- 
stones, red  and  clean,  as  if  newly  taken  out  of  a  kiln. 

No  appearance  of  firo  on  the  walla. 

o.  This  appears  to  have  been  the  approach  from  the  outside  to  meet  the 
walled  entrance  at  "  w  ;"  it  was  the  road  used  to  cart  off  the  stones  from 
the  walls  as  required  for  dykes,  drains,  &c. 

p.  This  space  has  been  almost  quarried  out,  unfortunately  breaking 
tbe  lines  of  walls  shown  to  the  south. 

q.  The  walls  of  this  onclosuro  are  inferior  to  any  others ;  have  been  built 
with  old  material ;  the  foundations  are  laid  upon  eighteen  inches  of  soil, 
mostly  ashes  of  wood.  The  inside  was  full  of  rich  black  mould  mixed 
with  stones,  amongst  which  were  found  part  of  a  two-edged  iron  sword, 
and  ft  bronze  pin,  enamelled,  about  4  inches  in  length.  South  from  "  g," 
was  found  a  considerable  quantity  of  barley,  charred,  which  appeared  to 
have  been  burnt  in  the  husk ;  it  was  not  upon  any  formed  floor. 

r.  The  doited  lines  bore  are  the  only  walls  that  have  been  rebuilt; 
tbey  were  distinct  at  each  end,  the  north  one  being  constructed  through 
the  adjoining  one  to  the  east ;  single  stones,  as  if  foundations,  were  found 
as  near  as  possible  to  those  dotted  out.  Several  boles  in  the  rock,  here 
and  elsewhere,  were  found  neatly  fitted  in  with  pavement,  to  make  a  level 
surface. 

».  This  space  was  filled  with  stones  and  earth.  On  the  rock  near  "  »," 
lay  a  block  of  etone  4  feet  by  2.  In  a  hole  of  the  rock  filled  with  water, 
there  were  got  two  wooden  wedges  like  those  used  to  retain  the  roofing  of 
old  thatched  cottages ;  also  several  pieces  of  birch  or  hazel. 

t.  The  west  boundary  wall  is  well  built  with  Rat  stones,  like  that  at 
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"  c,"  and  goes  down  five  feet  under  the  present  surface ;  it  is  wrought 
into  the  other  walls  at  both  angles. 

u.  This  space,  with  a  faced  wall  on  each  side,  built  with  large  stones, 
which  appear  to  have  been  gathered  off  the  land,  and  are  still  smooth 
from  former  exposure  to  the  weather.  Some  of  them,  however,  are  water- 
worn  and  from  the  sea-shore. 

This  has  evidently  been  the  inner  entrance  leading  from  the  outer  road 
at  "o.'' 

V.  This  seems  to  have  been  the  outer  rampart  on  the  east,  which  is 
the  most  accessible  side  of  the  hill ;  the  walls  have  been  carefully  built 
with  large  stones ;  the  filling  is  also  stones.  At  present  there  is  a  mound 
outside,  but  this  was  formed  of  the  debris  thrown  over  when  the  hill  was 
levelled  about  1834  and  after. 

w.  This  space  was,  like  other  places,  filled  in  with  burnt  stones.  It  was 
near  w  where  the  charred  barley  was  found. 

X.  This  has  not  been  dug  out,  as  it  appears  to  be  filled  in  with  stones. 

y.  On  each  side  here  there  are  some  large  boulder  stones,  built  up,  as  if 
the  remains  of  a  barrier  to  narrow  the  entrance. 

z.  This  is  where  the  rubbish  was  thrown  over  when  the  hill  was  levelled? 
and  the  highest  part  of  the  walls  on  the  e«ist  thrown  over. 

Articles — where  found.     See  Plan  hy  James  Salnumdy  surveyed  1859. 

Plato  xxxiv. 

a.  Shells,  axe,  coin,  bones,  chain,  cowrie.  h.  Bones,  stone  cup. 

d.  Bones.  e.  Bones,  axe,  shells.  g.  Charred  wheat.  i.  Axe, 

human  bones.  k.  Querns,  bones,  armlet,  iron  nail.  m.  Querns, 

iron  pin,  piece  of  iron,  rock  crystals,  lead,  iron  tool,  ring,  cut  bone,  iron 
needle.  q.  Iron  sword  and  enamelled  pin.  s.  Wooden  wedges 

and  pieces  of  hazel  rod.  w.  Charred  barley. 

GENERAL  REMARKS. 

All  over  the  summit  of  the  hill,  animal  bones  were  found,  so  far  as 
ascertained,  of  the  ox,  horse,  boar,  deer,  &c. ;  these  were  got  in  greatest 
numbers  at  the  bottom  of  the  walls. 

Smooth  round  small  stones  from  the  sea-beach  were  also  found  every- 
where ;  also,  sea  and  snail  shells,  the  former  being  of  the  kinds  still  found 
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on  the  neighbouring  coast ;  but  oyster  shells  were  also  got,  and  one 
small  "  cowrie."  Pieces  of  charred  wood,  vitrified  masses,  were  found 
all  through  amongst  the  ruins,  and  often  as  if  used  for  backing  up  the 
walls,  but  never  as  if  the  toalls  had  been  vitrified.  Many  of  these  frag- 
ments have  distinct  impressions  of  the  wood  which  had  been  burned.  A 
small  piece  of  pottery  was  found  adhering  to  a  portion  of  vitreous  matter, 
like  the  neck  of  an  earthen  bottle. 

Except  the  rock  itself,  and  the  portions  of  pavement  mentioned,  no 
distinct  floors  were  found,  although  the  writer  thinks  other  pavements 
had  existed,  from  some  of  the  walls  not  being  founded  so  deep  as  others. 

Wherever  the  rock  was  approached,  there  was  found  twelve  or  eighteen 
inches  of  black,  dirty-looking  soil,  mixed  with  small  stone  chips,  bones  and 
charcoal.  Considerable  quantities  of  fine  clay  were  found,  which,  from  the 
small  transparent  pebbles  in  it,  appears  to  have  been  brought  from  the  sea 
beach.  At  the. foot  of  the  rock,  on  the  west  end  of  the  hill,  single  courses 
of  stones,  forming  similar  spaces  to  those  on  the  top  of  the  hill,  have  been 
found  ;  also,  near  the  base,  on  the  south-west,  stones  on  edge,  placed  in 
half  circles  ;  these  have  the  appearance  of  having  formed  terraces. 

In  the  small  valley  to  the  north  there  are  numerous  traces  of  buildings. 
On  the  north-east,  near  the  outside  road  at  0.  there  is  a  hole  in  the  rock 
that  retains  water  all  the  year,  but  no  great  supply  could  be  got  from  it. 
On  the  west,  near  the  foot  of  the  rock,  there  is  an  excellent  spring  of 
water,  which  now  supplies  the  mansion-house. 


NOTE  ON  MR  NEISH'S  PAPER.     By  JOHN  STUART,  Esq.,  F.S.A.  Scot. 

It  is  greatly  to  be  regretted  that  the  predecessors  of  Mr  Neish  were 
not  more  conservative  in  their  treatment  of  the  curious  structure  on  the 
Laws,  as  the  ruinous  state  in  which  we  now  find  it  makes  it  hopeless  for 
us  to  speak  with  any  degree  of  certainty  as  to  its  original  design  and 
arrangement.  I  have  twice  cajefully  examined  the  remains,  and  have 
found  it  difficult  to  form  any  feasible  opinion  as  to  their  original  shape, 
or  to  account  for  the  arrangements  of  those  walls  which  still  remain.  It 
seems  ob\'iou8,  however,  from  what  we  hear  of  the  great  quantities  of 
stones  which  have  been  carried  away  from  the  hill,  and  the  enormous 
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moBBes  of  ruioed  walls  Btill  scattered  over  its  top,  that  tLo  buildings, 
when  complete,  must  have  been  of  great  size  and  height,'  In  their  pre- 
sent ruinous  state  we  cannot  cloBely  compare  the  remains  with  any 
other  structure  known  to  ua.  At  first  sight,  the  strong  curving  walls  at 
the  east  end  suggested  to  me  the  possibility  of  their  having  formed  the 
walla  of  a  congeriea  of  weems ;  and  I  was  led  to  conjecture  that  the 
central  circular  space  might  have  been  covered  with  some  domical  roof, 
OB  in  all  respects,  except  its  greater  size,  it  reminded  me  of  the  chambered 
cairns  at  Ctnva  on  Naimside,  which  had  in  their  centre  a  circular  dome- 
shaped  chamber,  approached  by  a  narrow  passage. 

It  seems  obvious  that  the  buildings  on  the  Laws  had  formed  the  abode 
of  man  for  a  long  period ;  and  it  is  somewhat  remarkable  that  so  few 
traces  of  warlike  weapons  occur,  while  those  which  have  been  found  are 
of  iron. 

It  may  be  well  to  compare  even  what  still  remains  of  the  ruins  at 
Laws,  with  those  chambered  cairna  which  have  been  explored  iu  Caitb- 
Dess  and  Orkney.  The  remarkable  one  at  KL'tllebiim,  in  the  county  of 
Caithness,  described  by  Mr  Hhind,  oven  in  the  dilapidated  state  in  which 
he  found  it,  had  a  diameter  of  about  120  feet.  In  plan  it  appeared  to 
have  been  a  huge  circular  cairn,  with  long  passages  from  the  outside, 
leading  to  a  congeries  of  vaulted  apartments,  of  various  sizes  and  shapes, 
in  the  centre.  A  few  feet  from  the  external  limits  of  the  cairn,  a  wall 
had  circumscribed  it,  which  in  some  places  yet  stood  to  the  height  of 
about  three  feet,  in  this  respect  resembling  the  outer  wall  at  the  Laws. 

'  A  porsou  who  was  q  aervanl  to  Mr  Millar  of  BoluraljiB,  tlie  pcopriotor  of  •■  Laws" 
in  1818,  states  tliat  during  the  winter  of  thst  year  he  assisted  iu  removing  from  tlie 
top  of  tho  iiill  2400  csrt-Iuade  of  shinaa  for  draiuage  purposua ;  that  ho  was  so  em- 
plojed  daring  tho  three  Bucceeding  wintets,  dnting  each  of  which  be  thinks  u 
many  were  taken  away — say  S600  loads  in  foor  years.  He  doscribos  the  portion 
removed  as  conical,  IS  foet  higli  in  the  cenlre :  tlio  stones  as  till  bnmt  and  mixed 
with  boDOB.  Harnun  teeth  were  very  nbnnilniit.  The  stones  vere  io  loaee  that  it 
only  required  the  lowest  ones  moved  to  maVo  those  above  trmible  dowu.  Oe  had 
no  idea  of  anything  like  wnlls.  He  only  remeftibers  seeing  one  dst  enclosed  with 
Hlabs :  it  was  very  near  the  eilge  of  tho  cone,  and  contained  bnmau  remains.  Wbea 
the  stones  tumbled  down,  mixed  with  bones,  there  were  also  found  many  portions  of 
tobacco-pipes  made  of  clay,  and  not  differing  raucli  from  tha  modern  shape :  they 
were  clumsier  and  thjokc-r. 
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Another  boundary  wall  was  catrie J  round  the  chambers  in  the  centre ; 
and  in  the  space  between  the  two  walls,  various  remains  of  building  were 
diBCovered.  At  one  point  the  walle  eo  discovered  were  parallel  to  each 
other,  and  both  were  faced  to  the  outeide,  as  in  the  caae  of  the  perplex- 
ing circular  walls  on  the  east  end  of  the  Laws,  without  any  appearance 
of  intervening  buildings.  In  one  of  the  chambere  also  a  wall  appeareil 
within  the  boundary  wall,  without  any  obvious  reason  for  the  arrange- 
ment. The  portion  of  the  cairn  at  Eettleburn,  between  the  chamhera 
and  the  outside  of  it,  was  in  a  state  of  niin  and  dilapidation  ;  but  that 
there  had  been  occupied  buildings  seemed  plain,  from  the  remains  of 
bones  and  shells  which  were  found  all  over  the  place.  The  objects 
discovered  at  Keltlebum  were  in  most  respects  similar  to  those  found  in 
the  ruins  of  the  Laws.  No  weapons  were  seen  except  the  point  of  an 
iron  instrument,  but  some  articles  for  domestic  use,  formed  of  bronze 
and  bone.  Stone  disks,  querns,  stones  hollowed  out,  water-worn  pebbles 
from  the  sea-beach,  human  remains^  bones  of  horses,  deer,  oxen,  sheep, 
goats,  pigs,  tusks  of  boars,  bones  of  the  whale  ;  also  masses  of  ferruginous 
matter.     Specimens  of  all  these  were  also  found  at  Laws. 

The  building  at  QuautorneBS,  in  Orkney,  had  a  similar  design,  being 
a  congeries  of  apartments  in  the  centre  of  a  cairn,  approached  by  a  long 
passage,  barely  two  feet  square  in  size.  The  largest  apartment  was  21 
feet  long  by  6}  in  breadth,  and  11}  in  height.  Here  were  found  the 
bones  of  men,  birds,  and  some  of  the  domestic  animals. 

May  we  suppose  that  the  wails  at  the  Laws  are  remains  of  abodes  also 
covered  over  with  stones? 

It  is  remarkable,  that  in  the  great  sepulchral  cairn  at  Dowth,  in 
Ireland,  there  should  have  been  found  so  many  remains  corresponding 
with  those  discovered  at  the  Laws,  which  we  must  regard  as  an  abode  of 
the  living.  Recent  examination  has  revealed  at  Dowlh  a  eories  of 
chambers  throughout  the  cairn,  connected  by  posEages  of  smalt  size.  In 
one  of  the  chamberB  was  found  a  large  quantity  of  the  bones  of  men 
and  animals  in  a  half  bn-med  state,  and  mixed  with  small  shells.  A  pin 
of  bronze,  and  two  small  knives  of  iron,  were  also  discovered.  Among 
the  animals  whose  bonee  were  found  in  the  structure,  were  horses,  pigs, 
deer,  and  birds ;  portions  of  the  heads  of  the  short-homed  variety  of  the 
OS,  and  the  head  of  a  fox,  also  appeared.     There  were  also  found  a  ring  of 
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jet,  several  beads,  and  some  bones  fashioned  like  pins.  Among  the  stones 
of  the  upper  part  of  the  cairn  were  discovered  a  number  of  globular  balk 
of  stone,  of  the  size  of  small  eggs.  As  at  the  great  adjoining  cairn  of  New 
Grange,  some  of  the  stones  have  figures  carved  on  them  ;  and  of  these 
figures  some  present  concentric  circles,  resembling  those  found  on  two 
fragments  in  the  ruins  at  Laws,  and  on  stones  in  a  Pict's  house  at  Papa 
Westray,  figured  in  our  Transactions,  and  at  Pickaquay,  near  Kirkwall.' 
The  occurrence  of  human  remains,  in  so-called  Ficts'  houses,  is  frequent, 
as  at  Burgher,  in  Evie,  where  the  remains  were  accompanied  by  a  oomb, 
part  of  a  deer's  horn,  and  some  bracelets. 

The  connection  between  British  strengths  and  sepulchral  depoeits  lias 
been  pointed  out  by  Chalmers  in  his  "  Caledonia ;"  and  the  practice  of 
such  interments  seems  to  have  continued  into  later  times.  The  old  castle 
of  Kindder,  in  the  parish  of  Drainie,  in  Morayshire,  probably  occupies 
the  site  of  an  earlier  strength.  It  was  surrounded  by  ditches  and  ram- 
parts, and  under  the  latter  were  found  a  very  large  quantity  of  stone 
cists,  urns,  and  fragments  of  human  bones. 

It  will  be  observed,  that  while  the  curious  woem-shaped  walls  at  Laws 
have  only  been  remarked  on  the  east  end  of  the  structure,  it  is  quite 
possible  that  thoy  may  be  yet  found  in  the  unexplored  portion  lying  to 
the  west  of  the  central  apartment.  Those  who  carried  off  the  stones  for 
building  purposes  found  the  facing-stones  of  the  walls  largest  and  most 
suital)le  for  their  jmrpose  ;  and  they  seem  to  have  followed  them  out  to 
their  termination.  It  would  not,  therefore,  now  be  safe  to  conclude, 
that  the  circular  walls  had  been  confined  to  the  east  end,  even  if  they 
should  not  now  be  discovered  elsewhere.'  The  sections  which  MrNeish 
has  made  in  various  spots  have  brought  to  light  portions  of  faced  walls, 
indicative  of  building  arrangements  ;  and  unless  this  the  western  portion 
of  the  ruin  be  completely  explored,  we  cannot  say  what  these  arrange- 
ments may  have  been.  The  enormous  quantity  of  stones  which  result 
from  the  explorations,  and  the  difficulty  of  storing  them  on  the  confined 

^  A  stoiifi  from  a  '•  Pict'a  house,"  in  tho  island  of  Eday,  lias  incised  concentric 
circles  and  spiral  ornaments,  like  those  on  the  stones  of  New  Grange.  It  is  now  in 
our  Museum. 

2  Tho  circular  walls  at  the  base  of  the  hill,  and  at  Carslogie,  ore  probably  the 
foundations  of  houses. 
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area  of  the  hill,  form  the  chief  obstacles  to  Mr  Neish's  zeal  in  accom- 
plishing the  survey ;  and  this  circumstance  may  show,  that  when  the 
stones  now  carried  off  had  been  in  their  original  position,  the  structure 
must  have  been  of  considerable  height,  especially  when  it  is  considered 
that  the  spaces  between  the  upright  walls  have,  in  the  process  of  level- 
ling the  surface,  been  filled  up  with  stones,  which  had  originally  been 
parts  of  the  walls  themselves.  The  circumstance  has  been  noticed  by 
Mr  Neish,  that  the  greatest  quantities  of  bones  appeared  at  the  base  of 
the  upright  walls.  Were  these  thrown  down  from  some  higher  inhabited 
building  ?  or  did  the  walls  form  the  sides  of  chambers  or  galleries,  where 
the  occupants  lived,  and  deposited  their  refuse,  as  at  Kettlebum  ? 

I  have  noted  the  efi^ects  of  fire  in  some  of  the  contents  of  a  weem  in 
Cromar,  where  lumps  of  ferruginous  matter  appeared,  similar  to  that 
found  by  Mr  Rhind ;  and  the  efiects  of  fire  appear  in  the  charred  sub- 
stances so  frequently  found  in  underground  apartments.  The  charred 
grain,  lumps  of  vitrified  matter,  and  masses  of  fired  stones,  all  show  that 
fire  must  have  been  a  powerful  agent  at  Laws,  either  in  its  construction 
or  ruin. 

We  shall  probably  never  be  able  now  to  speak  positively  as  to  the  precise 
plan  of  the  structure  on  the  Laws.  We  need  not  doubt  that  it  formed 
the  shelter  of  an  early  people,  although  I  would  hardly  be  disposed  to 
assign  its  erection  and  use  to  a  period  so  remote  as  that  assumed  in  the 
case  of  some  analogous  structures.  If  Mr  Neish  should  be  enabled  to 
overcome  the  difficulties  attending  farther  exploration,  and  should  find 
the  plan  of  the  western  end  more  definite  than  I  expect  it  to  be,  we  may 
yet  obtain  information  which  will  enable  us  to  speak  in  less  hesitating 
accents  than  those  which  our  present  circumstances  demand.  In  any 
event,  we  must  feel  greatly  indebted  to  Mr  Neish  for  the  labour  already 
bestowed  by  him  in  excavating  this  structure  ;  and  for  so  readily  acced- 
ing to  my  request  that  he  would  furnish  us  with  an  account  of  his  dis- 
coveries, and  a  ground  plan  of  the  walls.  We  are  obliged  to  Mr  Robei*t 
Chambers  for  the  careful  drawings  which  he  got  made  of  the  most 
ourious  parts  of  the  structure,  and  has  kindly  allowed  us  to  copy  (see 
Hate  XXXV.),  and  which  serve  to  illustrate  Mr  Neish^s  observations. 

*'nce  the  foregoing  note  was  written,  in  the  spring  of  1860,  my  friend, 
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Mr  "W.  F.  Skene,  has  drawn  my  attention  to  a  paper  by  the  late  Dr  John 
Jamieson,  "  On  the  Vitrified  Forts  of  Scotland,"  which  is  printed  in  the 
second  volume  of  the  "  Transactions  of  the  Boyal  Society  of  Literature." 
The  paper  is  dated  in  1827 ;  but  it  records  the  writer's  observations  of 
the  fort  at  the  Laws,  made  nearly  forty  years  before.  Although  the  work 
of  demolition  had  even  then  begun,  still  the  remains  were  greatly  more 
complete  than  they  now  are ;  and  the  following  extract  from  Dr  Jamieson's 
paper,  which  contains  his  description  of  the  ruin,  is  of  great  value : — 

"  This  fort  consists  of  two  walls  of  vitrified  matter,  which  surround 
the  hill.  The  outer  wall  runs  along  its  slope,  and  forms  a  kind  of  circle, 
although  by  no  means  perfect ;  for  on  the  east  side,  where  the  access  is 
easiest,  it  keeps  pretty  near  the  bottom  of  the  hill ;  and  then,  although 
its  traces  are  less  distinct,  it  seems  to  take  a  slanting  direction  upwards, 
according  to  the  change  of  the  ground,  which  here  becomes  very  steep, 
till  it  extends  half-way  between  the  summit  and  the  brink  of  the  preci- 
pice on  the  south.  Thus  it  continues  to  proceed  along  the  declivity  to 
tlie  north-east  corner,  towards  which  it  gradually  ascends.  It  is  evident 
that  the  principal  gate  was  here,  in  wliatever  manner  it  was  defended. 
The  circumference  of  this  outer  wall,  including  the  angular  part,  is, 
according  to  my  measurement,  five  hundred  paces.  From  this  wall  there 
are  others  which  run  in  parallel  lines  towards  the  brink  of  the  precipice. 
Two  are  discernible  on  the  east  side,  and  there  are  some  marks  of  one 
on  the  north.  These  are  formed  of  the  same  materials  with  the  outer 
wall,  and  cannot  be  supposed  to  have  had  their  origin  from  the  faJlof  the 
inner  one,  because  of  the  regularity  of  their  form. 

"  The  inner  wall  surrounds  the  summit  of  the  hill,  at  the  distance  of 
several  spaces  from  the  outer.  This  varies,  however,  according  to  the 
nature  of  the  ground.  At  the  north-east  comer,  and  round  in  that  di- 
rection towards  the  north-west,  are  seen  the  foundations  of  several  houses 
within  the  inner  wall,  which  here  seems  to  have  formed  the  back  wall  to 
these  houses.^    On  the  west  side  of  the  hill,  the  interstice  between  the  two 


1  Williams  has  remarked  tho  same  appearance  at  Knock-farril.  "  Immediately," 
ho  says,  "  on  tho  inside  of  this  surrounding  wall,  there  are  ruins  of  vitrified  build- 
ings. I  imagine  these  inner  works  have  been  a  range  of  habitations,  reared  against 
or  under  tho  shade  of  the  outer  wall."     {Account,  p.  12.) 
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circular  walls  has  been  filled  up  by  buildings  of  a  small  size.  A  wall  runs 
nearly  through  the  middle  of  the  fort,  extending  from  the  south  to  the  north 
side  of  the  inner  wall.  The  design  of  this  has  undoubtedly  been  to  form 
a  separation  between  the  defenders  and  their  cattle ;  for  in  the  eastern 
division  we  observe  no  foundations  of  buildings,  except  a  few  on  the  wall 
itself.  There  was,  it  is  said,  a  well  here  some  years  ago ;  but  it  has 
probably  been  choked  with  rubbish,  as  the  foundations  of  many  of  the 
houses  have  been  barbarously  dug  up  for  enclosing  the  adjoining  lands. 
The  hill  has,  however,  had  an  abundant  supply  of  water^  there  being  a 
fine  spring  at  the  north-east  gate,  and  another  a  little  further  east,  on  the 
brow  of  the  hill,  although  without  the  walls. 

"  The  greatest  part  of  the  western  division  of  the  fort  has  been  occu- 
pied by  buildings,  the  most  of  which  have  been  dmall,  like  those  resting 
on  the  walls.  But  in  one  place  I  observed  the  foundations  of  some  of 
larger  dimensions.  All  the  buildings  have  been  as  regularly  vitrified  as 
the  walls,  for  the  stones,  as  far  as  can  be  judged,  retain  their  original 
foundations,  and  have  no  appearance  of  having  been  collected  from  fallen 
masses,  huddled  together  in  haste,  on  the  spur  of  the  occasion. 

'^  Besides  the  gate  formerly  noticed,  there  seems  to  have  been  one  on 
the  west  side.  The  vitrification  here  is  as  perfect  as  that  of  the  fort  of 
Finhaven,  and  assumes  the  very  same  appearance.  Here,  as  well  as 
there,  the  stones  have  been  so  completely  fused,  as  in  many  places  to 
seem  as  if  they  had  been  connected  by  some  cement  resembling  melted 
ore ;  but  this  can  be  viewed  only  as  the  scorioe  forced  from  the  stones 
themselves  when  in  a  state  of  fusion."  ^ 

I  may  add,  that  while  in  Orkney,  in  the  course  of  the  present  summer 
(1861),  I  saw  at  Borrowstoun,  in  the  island  of  Shapinshay,  a  ruined  fort, 
which  reminded  me  of  some  parts  of  the  remains  at  the  Laws.  At  first 
sight  there  was  little  appearance  of  anything  except  a  grass-covered 
mound,  surrounded  by  a  ditch ;  but  some  excavations  made  by  the  owner, 
Mr  Balfour  of  Balfour  and  Trenabie,  brought  to  light  the  character  of  the 
original  structure.  From  these  it  appeared  that  the  mound  was  formed 
by  the  ruined  walls  of  one  of  those  circular  towers  or  burghs  so  common 

*  Transactions  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Literature  of  the  United  Kingdom,  vol.  ii. 
"       ion,  1834.     Pp.  247-y. 
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in  Orkney,  and  that  it  had  been  surrounded  by  various  defensive  walls, 
which  at  one  point  seemed  quite  of  the  same  character  as  the  converging 
lines  of  wall  which  appear  on  the  east  end  of  the  Iiill  at  Laws. 

It  may  therefore  well  be  that  the  central  circular  wall  at  Laws  is  the 
foundation  of  what  had  been  a  great  tower  or  burgh,  and  that  all  the  sur- 
rounding walls  are  vestiges  of  the  habitations  of  the  inhabitants,  which 
were  reared  under  the  shelter  of  the  central  fort,  although  they  are  now 
so  dislocated  as  to  make  it  impossible  to  understand  the  relation  which 
the  fragments  bore  to  the  whole. 
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CONCORDIA  FACTA  INTER  ANGLICOS  ET  SCOTOS,  8d  JANUARY. 
1322-8.  Communicated  by  Professob  MI/KCH,  Hon.  Member  of  the 
Society,  in  a  Letter  to  DAVID  LAING,  Esq.,  V.P.S.A.  Scot. 

Professor  Miinch  of  Christiania,  one  of  our  Ilonorary  Members,  is  at 
present  in  Rome,  engaged  in  collecting  materials  to  illustrate  the  earlier 
Listory  of  Norway.  The  edition  he  has  just  published  of  the  "  Chronica 
Mannia3  Regum  et  Tnsularum"  fully  exemplifies,  if  any  proofs  were  re- 
quired, his  skill  and  learning,  in  giving  not  only  an  accurate  text  of  this 
well-known  historical  work,  but  enriching  it  with  valuable  notes  and  illus- 
trations. Having,  last  autumn,  sent  me  copies  of  a  few  early  documents 
connected  with  this  country,  transcribed  from  the  archives  of  the  Vatican, 
to  lay  before  the  Society,  I  cannot  better  introduce  these  than  by  reading 
a  portion  of  his  letter,  describing  the  pursuits  in  which  he  is  at  present 
engaged.     It  is  dated  Rome,  June  29th,  1859. 

"  Our  Government,  or  rather  Parliament,  has  granted  a  sum  enabling 
me  to  make  researches  for  the  Norwegian  History  in  foreign  public 
archives  or  record  offices,  especially  in  the  secret  archives  of  the 
Vatican  here  in  Rome,  where  I  have  resided  since  December  past, 
having  on  the  way  hither  been  for  half  a  year  in  Copenhagen,  a  month 
at  Horlin,  and  three  months  at  Vienna.  I  am  glad  being  able  to  tell 
you,  that  1  have  succeeded  here  in  Rome  beyond  all  expectation,  al- 
most wonderfully.     You  are  no  doubt  aware  that  generally  the  Vatican 
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Archives  have  been  hermetically  closed  to  all  foreigners,  or  rather,  to 
any  person  not  belonging  to  the  office  itself,  let  alone  to  Protestants ; 
that  the  only  favour  which  could  possibly  be  obtained  was,  and  still 
generally  is,  to  get  copies,  badly  written  by  the  secretaries  of  the  keeper, 
but  dearly  paid  for,  of  the  letters  or  documents  whose  existence  you 
might  be  able  to  point  out.  As  you  were  not  allowed  to  see  the  cata- 
logues,— which  in  themselves  were  moreover  very  bad  and  defective, — 
still  less  to  peruse  the  very  Eegeata,  or  to  write  yourself,  it  is  easy  to 
see  that  the  results  from  such  endeavours  made  by  foreigners  to  get 
information  or  copies  from  the  costly  things  here  preserved  were 
either  equal  to  nothing,  or  at  least  very  poor.  I,  however,  partly, 
I  think,  by  the  good  luck  of  having  good  recommendations  and  oppor- 
tunities of  making  excellent  acquaintances,  partly  even  by  good 
managing  for  my  own  part,  have  succeeded  in  getting  on  the  best 
terms  with  the  keeper,  Pater  Theiner,  who  shows  me  the  greatest 
friendship,  and  has  allowed  me  not  only  to  peruse  and  search  through 
the  Regesta  and  other  documents  personally,  but  even  to  write  and  copy 
myself  whatever  I  liked ;  nay,  he  confides  even  so  far  in  me,  that  he 
allows  and  requests  me  sometimes  to  find  what  he  wants  for  his  own 
learned  works.  In  this  manner  I  have  now  already  gone  through 
upwards  of  a  hundred  and  fifty  volumes  of  Begesta,  from  the  middle  of 
the  thirteenth  century  to  about  the  year  1370, — immense  folios,  con- 
taining each,  perhaps,  about  2000  letters;  and  I  am  almost  stupified  by 
seeing  this  immense  mass  of  materials,  not  only  for  the  history  of  the 
Church  generally,  but  even  for  the  special  history  of  every  European 
state.  Of  course  England  is  one  of  the  states  most  amply  represented 
there;  and  for  an  Englishman,  enjoying  the  same  privileges  which  I  now 
am  happy  enough  to  enjoy,  there  might  be  an  exceedingly  rich  harvest 
to  make,  and  a  new  edition  of  '  Kymeri  Foedera'  might  be  considerably 
enlarged.  But  even  for  Scotland  there  is  much  more  than  I  had  ex- 
pected; and  only  as  a  proof,  I  subjoin  here  copies  of  three  Papal  Bulls, 
taken  by  myself  with  the  utmost  accuracy,  which  I  beg  you  to  accept 
of  as  a  little  contribution  to  the  ^  Proceedings  of  the  Society  of  Anti- 
quaries.' There  are  many  more  of  these  dispensations,  which,  of  course, 
cannot  but  throw  a  great  and  often  unexpected-for  light  upon  certain 
family  connections." 
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"  I  subjoin,  also,  another  document,  which  I  think  very  interesting. 
From  Fordun,  as  well  as  from  the  public  deeds  printed  in  Bymer's 
Foedera,  it  is  known  that  in  the  year  1322  King  Robert  Bruce  fought 
successfully  with  the  barons  of  the  north  of  England,  headed  by 
Andrew  Hartclaw,  Earl  of  Carlisle,  and  partly,  may  be,  even  through 
habile  negotiations,  induced  them  to  make  a  Treaty  of  peace  or  trucey 
the  first  ever  made  with  him  by  the  English,  and  in  which,  for  the 
first  time,  he  was  styled  and  acknowledged  as  King.  It  is  further 
known,  that  when  King  Edward  received  information  of  what  was 
going  on,  he  grew  furious,  and  sent  immediately  a  letter  (printed  by 
Rymer),  where  he  strictly  forbade  any  further  proceedings  in  this  matter, 
and  commanded  Andrew  Hartclaw  to  repair  to  Court,  <fec.  Hartclaw, 
however,  having  already  concluded  the  Treaty,  and  feeling  himself 
in  culpa,  did  not  choose  to  present  himself,  whereupon  King  Edward 
had  him  arrested,  arraigned,  and  condemned  as  a  traitor,  which  punish- 
ment he  also  did  suflfer,  being  beheaded,  ciccording  to  Fordun,  on  the 
Ist  of  October  following.  The  Treaty,  however,  which  proved  so  fatal 
to  Hartclaw  does  not  exist  in  any  of  the  English  archives  or  collection  of 
records  as  far  as  we  know ;  at  least  it  is  not  inserted  ii>  the  collection 
of  Rymer.  There  is  also  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  English 
copy  thereof  was  annihilated,  perhaps  even  before  the  arrest  of  Hart- 
claw, that  it  might  not  prove  anything  against  him;  and  it  is  only 
through  the  general  account  of  what  the  Commissioners  appointed  to 
try  him  had  found  out,  that  something  about  the  contents  of  the 
Treaty  was  hitherto  known.  Of  course  a  copy  must  have  existed  in 
Scotland,  but  this  has  no  doubt  shared  the  fate  of  so  many  other  Scot- 
tish documents  of  which  no  traces  now  exist.  By  a  combination  of  cir- 
cumstances, however,  in  itself  interesting  and  curious,  the  Treaty  in 
question  has  been  preserved  where  nobody  might  expect  to  find  it,  in  a 
Codex  Diplomaticus  or  registorum,  belonging  formerly  to  the  Episcopal 
See  of  Bergen  in  NoniS'ay,  where  all  letters,  even  private,  issuing  from 
or  addressed  to,  or  regarding  any  interest  of  the  Bishops,  were  copied 
successively,  a  true  liher  cogrialis.  This  seems,  indeed  curious ;  it  is, 
however,  easily  accuunted  for,  when  we  know  a  little  more  of  the  par- 
ticulars of  Norwegian  history.  In  the  year  1293,  the  Norwegian  king, 
Eric,   being  a   widower   since   1283,   when   his  queen,   Margareta  of 
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Scotland,  died,  probably  in  childbed  of  her  daughter  Margaret,  "the 
Maid  of  Norway,"  married  Isabella,  sister  of  King  Robert  the  Bruce. 
Isabella  being  then,  it  would  seem,  very  young,  perhaps  not  more  than 
thirteen  years  of  age,  did  not  die  till  1358,  and  survived,  consequently, 
her  husband,  who  died  in  1299,  for  about  59  years.  Most  of  this  time 
she  seems  to  have  passed  at  Bergen,  living  very  quietly,  in  a  kind  of 
dependence  on  the  bishop,  or  as  a  sort  of  lay  sister  under  his  protection. 
There  exists,  namely,  an  original  deed,  issued  by  the  Bishop  of  Bergen 
on  the  25th  of  March  1324,  when  the  bbhop  testifies  that  he  has  given 
her  a  house  with  all  appendages  and  premises,  which  he  had  caused  to 
be  constructed  next  to  the  Episcopal  residence  at  the  costs  of  the  See, 
to  inhabit  and  freely  to  use  as  long  as  she  lived,  but  after  her  death  to 
fall  back  to  the  possession  of  the  See.  Even  her  testament,  made  in 
1316,  gives  already  to  understand  a  similar  connection.  Now,  this  being 
the  case,  we  need  not  wonder  that  public  documents  of  any  concern, 
sent  to  Isabella,  were  inserted  in  the  regest-book  of  the  See,  perhaps  at 
her  own  request ;  and  likewise  it  may  easily  be  imagined  that  Bruce, 
who  no  doubt  kept  his  Sister  pretty  well  aufait  of  all  his  proceedings, — 
she  being  on  her  side  no  doubt  eager  to  get  all  news  from  him  as  soon 
as  possible, — ^was  especially  proud  and  happy  to  send  her  a  copy  of  the 
first  Treaty  he  had  ever  concluded  with  England,  and  of  the  first  docu- 
ment in  which  he  had  extorted  the  public  acknowledgment  of  himself 
being  King  of  Scotland, 

"The  Episcopal  record-book  here  mentioned  existed  and  was  pre- 
served till  later  times.  It  shared,  however,  the  fate  of  so  many  other 
Norwegian  historical  records,  in  being  removed  to  Denmark  after  the 
union  of  Norway  with  this  kingdom.  Probably  this  book  was  brought 
to  Denmark  in  the  middle  of  the  seventeenth  century.  We  know,  at 
least,  that  it  existed  there  about  1690,  and  belonged  to  the  library  of  the 
University  of  Copenhagen  ;  and  that  this  library  being  destroyed  in  the 
dreadful  fire  of  1728,  the  Codex  here  mentioned  underwent  the  same 
fate.  Previously,  however, — that  is  to  say  about  the  year  1690, — the 
learned  ^|MjiaD  Thomas  Bartholin  had  a  copy  taken  of  the  whole  book 
by  the^^^Bnng,  afterwards  celebrated  Icelander,  Arnas  Magna3us, 
'-^lUl<'''*^^^^^^''us  Arnamagnaian  collection  of  Manuscripts ;  and  this 

copies  taken  by  Arnas,  with  the  utmost  accuracy 
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ftU'\  th^  r:\friiT f!^t  chiirzcV:T,  ii*  to  be  regmrded  u  almost  equal  to  the  original 
it**'\f.  FriM  iUl*.  ^f>'^T^^\ium  I  hftTe  taken  the  copj  here  pretfented, 
/ivifiiT  It  yi-  [  r»:iri'i  it.  only  correcting  some  obvious  enore,  which,  how- 
t-vt-r.  nrh  "tirt:  t*/  h^v^:  rxirited  in  the  original  itself,  A  mas  being  too 
M<Tii|iriioij-^  fiw\  tfxj  \*.nru(A  to  have  possibly  committed  them  on  his  own 
;tr/:oijrit ;  ijof  ijfivc  I  oTnitte<l  to  give  the  erroneous  phrases  qnite  as  they 
ur'j,  in  not«'H  mibjolnod. 

'*'riiinking  thin  rlioiinicnt,  which,  if  known  before,  ought  to  have  had 
i(N  |ilari>  ill  Hymer'H  Fd'dera,  a  not  invaluable  contribution  to  the  stock 
nf  |iulili(;  rrronln  illuHtniting  the  history  of  Scotland,  I  beg  you  to  accept 
t}\'  it  i\iT  insiTtion  in  the  *  Proceed  in  gs  of  the  Antiquarian  Society/  as  a 
tukrn  of  tho  rofcanl  and  thunkfuhioss  I  owe  it  for  having  done  me  the 
hniiniir  ijf  oliM'ting  nuj  an  Honorary  Member.     I  only  beg  to  remark, 
lliut  aH  tho  ScntH  at  thai  time  used  to  commence  the  year  with  the  25th 
ol'  Munli,  tho  yt'ar  of  the  dot-umont  is  really  1323,  although  1322  is 
naniod;    ho  it  is  also  insertod  in  the   record-book  of  Bergen  between 
doiMUuonts  of  1«»2.1." 

"(\»iia>n/oi  facta  inter  Anglicos  ct  Scotos. 

•' :*i'*  Jifnuarii  lI»2o. —  IVus  misorioonlianim  et  tocius consolacionis  autor 
\[\\y  post  varias  urtliovionos  populi  Ohristiania  langores  («ic)  et  dolores 
li  lolium  v>pv»itun^>y^.«V'^  ivuuhIvo  tuialitor  intuotur  ad  ecclesiarum  incendia 
\ilUniu\  oJ  uibuim  iw  ai;rv>nim  dojvpulaoionos  maximas  hominum  mor- 
\  i\\i  a^vN  ,^Mo  v\va!iiv»no  ^ucnv  inter  Auirlio  Svwioque  regna  mote  in 
.-t  I'.io  v!»NivUvlviuu  uimusuuiu  et  \Uuini  oultus  detrimeutum  magnam  et 
i»'i  I'Vii't  iMr',N'»u  iiiriiisiiuo  rec:ni  in  det^ert-im  s<ditudinem  redege- 
'n   •.  xv  ■^^N  v^cMsvi'l-^  vvt'.xeru'v.s  ot  viriu:?*iue  regni  jvpulo  olomenter 

,, .tv  'v-r's  »vc^'.  \.r.  oc4  0  liuers::*  vurt:-ou>  ii:tor  serv^nissimum  principem 

:.....    ..,  ^^.'  ^.  ♦....?.  .VL  ii'-wM  rv^'  :•:  S.*--tv.Tuiii  illu>tivm  et  maguitienm 

^  .,:  .?  ,i, .-•■    v-'vv.tv!  .1;   \-' ■  t    <..-    .v'^item  KirUvIi  <uj^r  {^oi» 

.    .*:.*,    ';^-  ■'•  >'.  '\.;"i  •;*.'■■  i     •:»■.<''"  ■"  s  :il:-:u  pro  oomniDni 


'  '  •  '       \  '       •X. 
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suis  legibus  consuetudinibus  et  ritibus  gubornata  ita  quod  neuter  regum 
qui  pro  tempore  fucrint  super  alterum  vel  regnum  eius  in  detrimentum 
vel  diminucionera  ipsius  vel  regni  sui  aliquid  occupet  vel  usurpet  aut 
eius  regnum  subjugare  presumat  quoquomodo  quodque  dominas  rex 
Kobortus  et  heredes  sui  ante  aliquam  invasionem  occupacionem  vel  vsur- 
pacionem  in  regno  Anglie  facieudam*  habeat  et  Labeant  teneat  vel 
teneant  dictum  regnum  Scocie  pleno  jure  liberum  et  immune  ab  omni 
seruicio  exaccione  vel  domanda  regis  Anglie  vel  communitatis  regni  sui 
seu  cuiuscunque  alterius  cuiuscunque  condicionis  fuerit  sine  status  ad 
quod  procurandum  promouendum  et  manu  tenendum  omnium  consilio 
et  auxilio  quibus  poterit  vel  poterint  quoquo  modo  sine  ficeione  qua- 
cunque  contra  omnes  predictus'  dominus  Karleolensis  se  et  snos  beredes 
cum  omnibus  eis  adberentibus  predicto  domino  regi  Roberto  et  suis 
heredibus  ac  comitatui  regni  sui  firmiter  et  fideliter  obligauit  et  idem 
dominus  rex  Robertus  se  et  heredes  sues  cum  toto  comitatu  regni  sui 
dicto  domino  comiti  et  heredibus  suis  ac  eis  adberentibus  et  eorum 
heredibus  firmiter  se  obligat  in  futurum  ad  procurendum  (sic)  promouen- 
dum et  manutenendum  omnium  auxilio  et  consilio  quibus  poterit  seu 
poterint  communem  vtilitatem  regni  Anglie  juxta  consilium  et  inform a- 
cionem  comitis  memorati  et  si  contingat  quod  dicti  rex  et  comes  in 
predictos  (sic)  consilio  et  informacione  concordare  non  poterint  tunc  pro- 
ducet  dominus  rex  ad  certum  locum  infra  sex  septimanas  a  tempore 
dicte  variacionis  sex  viros  per  cum  electos  et  dominus  comes  infra  idem 
tempus  ad  dictum  locum  producet  alios  sex  per  ipsum  electos  quibus 
omnibus  in  amborum  presencia  iuratis  quod  per  dictos  duodeeim  vel 
eorum  majorem  partem  decretum  vel  ordinatum  fuerit  in  premissis  pre- 
fati  rex  et  comes  adinplebunt  et  adiupleri^  et  exequi  facient  vnanimitcr 
toto  posse.  Item  quod  dicti  rex  et  comes  et  heredes  sui  una  cum  eis 
adberentibus  et  eorum  heredibus  ac  comitatu  supradicto  ibunt  hostiliter 
et  manu  armata  sine  ficeione  et  more  dispendio  contra  omnes  dicte  con- 
cordie  resistentes  aut  cam  quomodolibet  impedientes  vel  eodem  non 
consencientes  tanquam  contra  reipublice  vtriu8<iue  regni  inimicos  capi- 

^  Corrected ;  in  the  copy  of  A.  M. :   *'  ante  oliqua  invasiono  occnpacione  vel  U8ur- 
paciono  in  regn.  A.  faciendum." 
^  Corrected;  in  the  original :  "predictos." 
•*  Corrected  ;  in  the  copy  of  A.  M. :  "  adinplerit. ' 


460  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  SOCIETY  OF 

tales  qui  ex  nunc  huius  coDCordie  autoritate  pro  inimicis  DotoriiB 
habeantur.  Item  qnod  de  omnibus  dicto  comiti  adherentibus  in  prc- 
mbsis  habeat  dominus  rex  securitatem  quam  ordinauerat  cum  comite 
supradicto  vel  quod  ipsos  non  concordantibus  ordinauerint  duodecim 
prenotati  vel  major  pars  eorundem.  Item  si  contingat  quod  dictus 
dominus  rex  Scocio  ducat  vel  mittat  exercitum  in  regno  (jsic)  Anglie 
juxta  formam  concordie  supradicte,  eandem  curam  et  diligenciam  pro 
Saluacione  rerum  dicti  comitis  et  suorum  adherencium  ad  eandem  puni- 
cionem  in  delinquentibus  adhibebit  et  adhiberi  faciet,  quam  in  consimili 
casu  in  regno  suo  faceret  vel  facere  consueuit,  et  boc  idem  faciet 
dominus  comes  et  adberentes  sibi  si  contingat  eos  exercitum  in  Scociam 
ducere  ad  instanciam  regis  Scocie  memorati.  Item  quod  nulla  vel  nulle 
conuencionos  confederaciones  sen  colligaciones  fiat  vel  fiant  ex  parte 
dictorum  regis  aut  comitis  vel  suorum,  que  sit  vel  sint  dicte  concordie 
contraria  vel  contrarie,  vel  que  poterit  aut  poterint  eandem  concordiam 
in  toto  vel  in  parte  quomodolibet  eneruare.  Item  predictus  dominus 
rex  Scocie  dabit  regi  Anglie,  si  a  tempore  date  presencium  infra  annum 
predictam  pacis  concordiam  acceptauerit  et  ex  debita  securitate  fir- 
mauerit,  quadraginta  milia  marcarum  in  sterlingis  infra  decem  annos 
soluendis,  videlicet  quolibet  anno  quatuor  milia  marcarum,  ct  fundabit 
idem  rex  Scocie  pro  animabus  defunctorum  in  guerra  unum  monasterium 
infra  regnum  Scocie  ad  valorem  quingentarum  marcarum  annul  reditus, 
et  concedat  regi  Anglie  maritagium  heredis  sui  masculi  ad  maritandum 
in  congruo  loco  in  sanguine  suo  si  dominus  rex  Scocie  et  dominus  comes 
vel  ipsis  discordantibus  dicti  duodecim  vel  ipsorum  major  pars  id  ad 
vtilitatem  amborum  regrorum  viderint  vel  viderit  expedire  et  si  dominus 
rex  Anglie  dictam  concordiam  infra  annum  acceptare  voluerit,  extunc 
dictus  dominus  rex  Scocie  ad  premissa  sibi  facienda  nullatenus  obligetur 
sed  predict!  duodecim  vel  major  pars  eorundem  in  hiis,  in  quibus  dicti 
rex  et  comes  concordare  non  poteri(n)t,  procedant  firmiter  sen  procedat 
prout  niagis  et  melius  ad  vtilitatem  et  quietem  vtriusque  regni  viderint 
aut  viderit  expedire,  et  est  sciendum  quod  si  disponente  altissimo  pre- 
dicta  pax  inter  prcdictos  rcges  firmetur,  preter  hoc  tamen  non  tenebitur 
aliquis  regum  predictorum  aliquem  in  regno  suo  recipere  qui  contra  eum 
de  guerra  exstiterit,  nee  ei  terras  quas  antecessores  sui  vel  ipso  tenebat 
in  regno  suo  reddere  et  restituere  nisi  boc  fucere  voluerit  de  sua  gracia 
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spociali.  Et  ad  omnia  ista  et  singula  sub  modis  et  formis  superius  ex- 
pressis  firmiter  obseruanda  predictus  dominus  rex  Scocie  per  nobilem 
virum  Thomam  Eanulphi  comitem  Morauie  dominum  vallis  Anandie  et 
Mannie  nepotem  dicti  regis  Scocie  et  dominus  comes  Karleolensis  per- 
sonalitcr  tactis  sacrosanctis  euangeliis  jurauerunt  et  sigilla  sua  huic 
indenture  alternatim  apposuerunt.  Datum  apud  Dochmaban^  (sic)  tercio 
die  Januarii  anno  gracie  M°  ccc°  xxij°. 

In  regard  to  this  treaty,  Professor  Miinch  correctly  states,  that  as  it 
was  regarded  to  be  a  cancelled  or  unauthorised  deed,  it  would  not  be 
recorded,  and  thus  it  has  remained  unknown  to  our  historians.  That  this 
should  have  been  so,  is  easily  explained.  In  Rymer's  Foedera  there  are 
two  letters  of  Edward  the  Second,  both  dated  the  8th  of  January  1322-3, 
commanding,  that  as  he,  the  King,  had  not  been  consulted,  the  treaty 
for  a  truce  with  his  Scottish  rebels  should  have  no  eflfect.  ("  De  Trac- 
tatum  super  Treuga  cum  Scotis,  Rege  inconsulto,  non  habendo.")  A 
subsequent  letter,  dated  the  Ist  of  February,  is  entitled,  "  De  Andrea  de 
Hertcla  comite  Karlioli,  quia  Scotis  .adhaesit,  arestando  et  capiendo." 
Commissioners  were  appointed,  before  whom  Andrew  de  Hartcla,  Earl  of 
Carlisle,  was  brought  to  trial  for  his  traitorous  conduct.  In  the  course 
of  their  proceedings,  it  was  proved  that  Hartcla,  by  whatever  motive  he 
was  influenced,  had  had  an  interview  with  the  King  of  Scots,  and  had 
bound  himself,  both  in  writing,  and  by  oath,  to  assert  and  maintain  him 
and  his  heirs  in  the  right  and  possession  of  the  entire  kingdom  of  Scot- 
land. Hartcla  was  found  guilty,  and  condemned.  His  sentence  was, 
that  you  shall  be  degraded  from  your  rank  and  honours,  and  forfeit  the 
title  and  dignity  of  Earl  for  yourself  and  your  heirs  in  all  time  to  come. 
That  you  shall  be  ungirded  of  your  sword,  and  have  your  gilt  spurs 
hackt  from  your  heels.  And  the  sentence  further  prescribes  the  savage 
and  revolting  mode  of  execution,  not  unusual  in  those  times,  which  was 
carried  into  immediate  effect  at  Carlisle,  on  the  2d  March,  1323.  (See 
Lord  Hailes's  Annals,  Kerr's  History  of  King  Robert  I.,  and  Tytler's 
History.) 

A  few  ye^  Edward  found  it  convenient  to  ratify  a  truce  with 

Bruce  by  tl  I  title  of  "King  of  Scotland." 

*  No  doubt  Lachmaben. 
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[The  three  Papal  Bulls  or  Dispensations  which  Professor  Munch 
mentions  in  his  letter,  as  well  as  some  similar  transcripts  since  received, 
cannot  well  be  inserted  in  this  place,  not  merely  from  want  of  types 
to  represent  the  numerous  contractions,  but  they  wouldalso  require  explana- 
tory notes,  which  at  some  future  time  Professor  Miinch  may  be  able  to 
supply.] 


Monday,  ith  June  1860. 

The  Hon.  Lord  NEAVES,  Vice-President,  in  the  Chair. 

The  Donations  exhibited  were  as  follows ;  and  thanks  were  voted  to 
the  Donors : — 

Stone  Colt,  3  inches  across  face,  5  inches  long,  broken  at  one  end ; 
found  near  the  gate  of  Duddingston  Church,  liy  Andrew  Kerr,  Esq., 
F.S.A.  Scot. 

Cast  from  an  Inscribed  Stone,  with  Latin  Inscription,  now  standing 
near  Yarrow  Kirk,  Selkirkshire.     By  His  Grace  the  Duke  op  Buccleuch. 
Details  of  the  finding,  &c.,  of  this  stone  are  given  in  a  Communica- 
tion by  Dr  J.  A.  Smith,  Sec.  S.A.  Scot.,  in  the  Proceedings,  vol.  ii. 
p.  484. 
Two  large  Clay  Cinerary  Urns,  one  measuring  10  inches  across  the 
mouth,  ornamented  with  a  belt  of  crossing  lines  on  the  upper  part ;  the 
other  9  inches  across  the  mouth,  the  projecting  upper  portion  of  which 
is  ornamented  with  a  belt  of  horizontal  lines  made  apparently  with  a 
twisted  cord.    By  Robert  Dundas  of  Arniston,  Esq. 

The  urns  were  discovered  by  a  man  whilst  ploughing  in  a  field  near 

Arniston  ;  each  was  inverted  in  the  ground,  the  plough  removing  the 

lower  portions  of  the  urns,  which  show  a  reddish  brown  coloured 

fracture. 

Old  Harp,  about  3  feet  in  height,  which  formerly  belonged  to  Mr 

Fraser,  player  on  the  music  bells  in  the  steeple  of  St  Giles'  Church, 

Edinburgh ; 

Musical  Instrument,  consisting  of  a  box  26  inches  long  and  9J  inches 
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broad.  It  is  rounded  on  the  back,  and  is  perforated  on  the  face  with 
three  ornamented  sounding  openings,  and  has  a  double  row  of  string 
pegs  at  one  end ; 

Sculptured  Head  of  a  Female  in  Sandstone,  8  inches  high.  It  is 
considerably  defaced.  The  head  is  surmounted  by  a  crown,  with  the  hair 
turned  back.     It  was  found  when  digging  a  grave  in  Roslin  Chapel ; 

Sculptured  Head,  in  Sandstone,  10  inches  high,  of  a  Female ;  a  plaited 
band  of  hair  from  each  temple  crosses  the  front  of  the  head  in  high 
relief,  and  is  attached  to  a  projecting  scroll-like  ornament  on  the  top  of 
the  head  ; 

By  William  B.  Johnstone,  Esq.,  F.S.A.  Scot. 

On  the  Mogalithio  Circles  or  Open-Air  Temples  of  the  Ancient 
Britons  and  Gauls.  Reprinted  from  the  "  Crania  Britannica,"  part  4, 
Q)p.  8).     By  John  Thuknam,  M.D.,  Devizes  (the  author). 

lagttagelser  over  den  postplioceno 
eller  Glaciale  formation,  I  en  del  at 
dat  sydlige  norge  af  Prof.  Dr  M. 
Sars  og  lector,  Th.  Kjerulf.  4to. 
Christiania,  1860; 

Chronica  Regum  Mannias  et  In- 
sularum.  With  English  Notes  by 
Professor  Munch.  8vo.  Christiania, 
I860.  By  the  Royal  University, 
Christiania,  Norway. 

A  "Gaschrom"  or  Hand  Plough, 
from  the  Isle  of  Skye,  was  exhibited 
by  James  Johnstonk,  Esq.,  Curator, 
S.A.  Scot. 

Mr  Johnstone,  when  on  a  visit  to 


Skye  some  years  ago,  saw  a  man  using  this  plough,  and  made  a 
purchase  of  this  very  primitive  implement  of  agriculture. 
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Small  Terra  Cotta  Circular  Cup-shaped  Lamp,  2^  inches  diameter; 
Small  Terra  Cotta  Figure,  draped  ;  4^  inches  high,  from  Halicarnassus ; 
By  William  Robertson,  M.D.,  R.N. 

The  following  communications  were  read : — 


I. 


ON  THE  USE  OF  BRONZE  AND  IRON  IN  ANCIENT  EGYPT.  WITH 
REFERENCE  TO  GENERAL  ARCHiEOLOGY.  By  A.  H.  RHIND.  Esq., 
Hon.  Mem.  S.A.  Scot. 

In  this  valuable  communication  Mr  Rhind  referred  to  the  common 
opinion,  that  the  absence  of  iron  relics  among  the  innumerable  spoils  from 
the  older  tombs  of  Egypt  has  to  be  accounted  for  by  the  natural  tendency 
of  that  metal  to  rapid  decomposition,  likely  also  to  be  hastened  by  the 
nitrous  soil  of  the  country.     That  this  opinion  was  unfounded,  Mr  Rhind 
showed,  by  referring  to  the  various  articles  of  iron  found  by  himself  in  an 
unrifled  tomb  at  Thebes,  and  which,  after  a  period  of  two  thousand  years, 
were  as  lustrous  and  pliant  as  on  the  day  they  left  the  forge.     The  fact 
of  the  rarity  of  iron  remains  in  Egyptian  tombs  was  then  considered  in 
reference  to  the  inquiry  as  to  the  position  which  the  ancient  Egyptians 
occupied  in  relation  to  working  in  iron.     The  frescoes  with  the  colours 
supposed  to  indicate  metals  were  referred  to,  as  well  as  the  mineral 
resources  of  the  country,  and  the  result  arrived  at  was,  that  up  to,  and 
even  beyond,  the  period  when  Thebes  was  in  its  zenith,  iron  could  only 
have  been  used  in  very  small  proportion,  the  staple  material  being  bronze. 
Of  this  last  metal  all  sorts  of  armour  were  made,  as  well  as  articles  for 
the  ordinary  purposes  of  life ;  but  as  in  other  countries,  to  which  Mr 
Rliind  referred,  so  he  conceived  that  in  Egypt  also,  iron  in  later  times 
came  more  or  less  to  displace  bronze,  and  it  was  not  unlikely  that  Phoenicia 
was  the  diffusive  centre  from  which  its  use  was  carried  to  Egypt.     At  all 
events  it  was  shown,  from  various  passages  in  Holy  Scripture,  that  the 
inhabitants  of  that  country  were  familiar  with  the  use  of  iron.     But  Mr 
Rhind  was  careful  to  guard  against  thereby  presupposing  the  localisation 
of  the  discovery  of  the  use  of  iron,  or  of  fixing  on  any  chronological 


ANTIQUARIES  OF  SCOTLAND.  465 

determination,  either  relative  or  absolute,  as  an  epochal  starting-point. 
We  do  indeed  find  lying  back  into  the  past,  and  over  a  large  tract  of  the 
earth,  a  broad  basis  of  bronze-culture,  on  which  an  iron  culture  has  been, 
as  it  were,  superimposed ;  but  we  look  in  vain  among  actual  vestiges  for 
proofs  of  such  hypothetical  schemes  as  Voltaire  or  Groguet  would  promul- 
gate, whereby  men,  led  on,  step  by  step,  according  to  supposed  regular 
gradations  of  awakening  ingenuity,  are  made  to  arrive  at  a  knowledge  of 
iron  only  after  a  previous  probation  with  more  simply  fabricated  metallic 
substances.  In  fact,  there  was  nothing  known  which  would  fix  a  relative 
chronology  in  the  matter  of  the  discovery  of  bronze  and  iron,  which  may 
have  depended  on  the  mineralogical  or  other  physical  conditions  of  the 
countries  of  the  pioneers  of  civilisation,  or  even  upon  circumstances  in 
this  respect  accidental.  But  it  was  stated,  in  conclusion,  that  while  we 
may  cease  to  inquire  for  definite  data  to  decide  which  of  these  two  metals 
were  first  wrung  from  nature,  and  may  even  conclude  that  from  a  most 
remote  antiquity  both  were  in  his  hands,  we  do  know  that  in  regions 
where  iron  was  subsequently  employed  for  the  great  purposes  of  practical 
life,  bronze  had  previously  occupied  the  prominent  position,  and  even 
continued  to  do  so  after  we  have  distinct  evidence  of  the  co-existence  of 
iron-working. 

II. 

NOTICE  OP  UNDERGROUND  CHAMBERS  RECENTLY  EXCAVATED  ON 
THE  HILL  OF  CAIRN  CONAN,  FORFARSHIRE.  By  JOHN  STUART,  Esq., 
Sec.  S.A.  SCOT. 

The  ancient  ecclesiastical  district  of  St  Vigeans,  in  Forfarshire,  was 
originally  of  much  greater  extent  than  the  parish  which  is  now  called 
by  that  name.  It  comprehended  not  only  the  present  parish  of  St 
Vigeans,  but  also  the  parish  of  Arbroath,  and  part  of  the  parish  of 
Carmylie.  In  its  western  angle  is  situated  the  ridge  of  Cairn  Conan, 
rising  from  the  water  of  Brothock  to  a  height  of  550  feet  above  the 
level  of  the  sea,  and  commanding  an  extensive  view  on  all  sides.  Till 
a  comparfltiHilv  recent  period,  this  ridge  was  a  heather  muir,  but  it  is 

w  mm  on.     Tradition  has  preserved  some  notices  of  a  struc- 

2i 
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ture  whicli  stood  in  this  locality  iu  former  times,  under  tbe  name  of 
Castle  Gory ;  but  we  are  unable,  from  these,  to  judge  of  its  age  or  char- 
acter. The  Cttirn  from  which  tbe  place  gets  its  ntune  is  still  to  be 
aeen  uear  to  tbe  uorthern  summit  of  the  ridge.  It  no  doubt  covers  the 
ashes  of  some  person  of  importauce,  aoJ  it  is  to  be  desired  that  an  ex- 
amination of  it  may  be  made,  with  the  view  of  getting  any  relics,  whicb 
would  reveal  something  of  the  people  by  whom  it  was  erected.  As  is 
not  uti frequently  the  cuse,  (his  early  sepulclirnl  memorial,  at  a.  more  re- 
cent period,  came  to  be  used  for  a  secondary  and  different  purpose.  At 
Cairn  Conan,  the  Abbot  of  Arbroath  held  bis  three  head-courts  yearly, 
at  which  the  vassals  of  the  abbey  were  bound  to  pay  suit;  and  so  early 
as  the  year  1254,  when  a  dispute  aruse  between  the  Abbot  of  Arbronth 
and  Peter  Maule,  Lord  of  Panmure,  touching  the  boundaries  of  their 
litnda  of  Conan  and  Tuloch,  wo  find  that  the  perambulutora  appointed 
by  Alexander  Cumyn,  Earl  of  Buchan,  the  King's  justiciary,  along  with 
the  contending  parlies,  met  ujion  this  Cftim.  In  thiscase  the  subject  of 
dispute  was  in  the  neigbbourbood  of  the  Cairn;  but  in  1409  we  find 
Walter  OgiU-y,  the  Abbot's  bailie,  holding  an  inquest  at  the  CaJm  for 
the  service  of  Alexander  of  Ouchtirlouny,  as  heir  of  his  brother  William, 
to  certain  lands  in  the  parish  of  Kingoldrum ;  and  the  chortulary  of 
the  abbey  furnishes  us  with  notices  of  various  inquests  held  at  this 
venerable  Cairn.  On  an  adjoining  eminence  is  a  circle  of  standing 
stones,  and  in  the  churchyard  of  St  Vigeans  are  some  fine  speci- 
mens of  the  sculptured  stones  so  frequently  found  on  the  east  coaet 
of  Scotland. 

In  the  month  of  Juno  last,  I  learned  that  an  underground  chamber 
bad  been  accidentally  discovered  on  the  farm  of  Cairn  Conan,  and  readily 
obtained  the  good  oiEcea  of  ray  friend  Mr  John  Hacdonald,  lown-cleik 
of  Arbroath,  and  a  fellow  of  this  Society,  with  the  landlord  and  tenant, 
in  securing  the  integrity  of  tbe  building  till  a  proper  examination  should 
take  place. 

In  the  course  of  the  autumu  I  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  the 
chamber,  when  it  appeared  to  be  very  much  like  one  of  the  beehive 
houses  in  the  Isle  of  Harris,  recently  described  by  Captain  Thomas,  ex- 
cept that  it  was  wholly  underground,  It  was,  however,  very  much 
filled  up  with  earth,  and  It  wan  obvious  thai,  until  this  should  be  cleared 
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^So  accurate  opioion  could  be  formed  as  to  its  shape  and  stnicturo. 
A  few  montliB  after  this,  Mr  Mocdonald  wrote  to  inform  me,  that  a 
eecoud  chamber  had  beco  discovered  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of 
the  first,  with  appearances  of  a  passage  connecting  them  together.  Both 
of  these  chambers  were  discovered  by  the  removal  of  the  large  flags 
which  covered  the  tops,  oo  which  the  ploogh  had  struck. 

It  was  then  resolved  to  carry  out  a  proper  examination  of  both,  which 
took  place  on  the  27th  of  April  last,  under  the  directions  of  Mr  Jervise,  of 
Brechin.  Tlie  soil  lu  the  circular  chamber  was  first  removed,  when 
it  was  found  that  it  was  about  7^  feet  in  height  from  the  rocky  floor  to 
the  covering  stone,  and  about  0  feet  in  diameter  from  north-west  to 
south-east,  and  about  10  feet  7  inches  from  east  to  west.  The  walls  are 
formed  of  slabs  of  freestone,  converging  gradually  to  the  top,  which  is 
covered  by  a  flag.  From  this  chamber  an  opening  of  about  2  feet  square, 
led  to  a  curved,  narrow  passage,  resembling  a  weem,  which  at  its  widest 
and  highest  points  is  nearly  4  feet  high  by  as  many  in  width,  and  which 
again  terminated  at  the  west  end,  to  which  it  curved,  in  another  opening 
of  about  2|  feet  wide.  This  weem  is  about  12  feet  in  length  from  the 
circular  chambers  to  the  point  where  it  began  to  curve,  and  from  that 
to  the  narrow  opening  referred  to  about  5  feet.  By  means  of  an  iron 
probe  it  was  found,  that  flags  were  dispersed  at  different  spots  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  chamber,  which  suggested  the  possibility  of  a  congeries  of 
underground  apartments  having  been  originally  arranged  here.  On  entor- 
ing  from  the  circular  chamber  to  the  passage  referred  to,  at  the  distance 
of  a  few  feet,  a  square  aperture  was  observed  on  the  south,  about  27  by 
22  inches  at  its  entrance  from  the  weem  ;  and  on  examination  this 
proved  to  have  been  the  original  means  of  communication  with  the  sur- 
face,  up  to  which  it  sloped  about  4  feet,  and  its  disposition  at  the  surface 
was  so  arranged  as  not  to  be  observed. 

The  weem  is  almost  filled  up  with  earth  and  stones,  but  of  a  different 
kind  from  that  soil  which  was  found  in  the  circular  chamber.  This  last 
was  moist  and  clammy,  and  interspersed  with  particles  of  charred  wood. 
In  the  circular  chamber  and  in  the  weem  were  found  a  few  round 
pieces  of  stone,  about  the  size  and  thickness  of  a  crown  piece,  and  a 
few  bits  of  bones ;  but  as  yet  no  querns,  which  occur  so  frequently  in 
weems,  have  been  discovered. 

2i2 
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As  yet  the  weem  has  not  heen  fully  excavated,  nor  has  the  opening  at 
the  west  end  heen  followed  out,  so  that  it  would  at  present  he  premature 
to  speak  of  the  design  of  the  singular  structures  in  question.  It  seems, 
however,  prohahle  that  further  examination  will  reveal  a  series  of  cham- 
hers  in  connection  with  each  other.  In  the  end  of  last  century  a  sub- 
terraneous building  was  discovered  near  Lundie  House,  where  there  were 
many  apartments,  all  connected  with  a  principal  one,  which  was  about 
12  feet  in  length,  6  feet  in  breadth,  and  5  feet  in  height.  The  connect- 
ing passage  was  about  2  or  2^  feet  wide ;  the  building  either  of  a  large 
space,  with  semicircular  recesses,  or  of  two  chambers,  each  with  three 
semicircular  recesses,  connected  by  a  passage.  (See  Old  Englandy  vol.  i. 
p.  22.) 

A  similar  plan  prevails  in  a  group  of  underground  chambers  at  Annor 
county  of  Antrim,  about  four  miles  from  Ballymena.  One  of  these  is 
about  18  feet  long  by  5  in  width,  narrowing  towards  one  end  next  the 
passage  leading  into  it.  The  general  height  is  about  5  feet,  and  the 
walls  are  formed  of  large  undressed  stones,  converging  from  the  bottom, 
and  covered  with  flags.  From  this  chamber  a  narrow  passage  of  about 
18  inches  square  runs  for  about  8  feet ;  at  one  part  somewhat  interrupted 
by  the  projection  of  a  stone  into  it  from  the  roof,  where  the  floor  also 
sunk.  At  the  end  of  this  passage  is  another  chamber  16  feet  long  by 
0  wide,  having  at  its  farther  end  a  very  small  opening  leading  into  an- 
other narrow  passage,  which  probably  led  to  another  chamber,  one  of 
which  on  the  opposite  side  of  a  stream  is  also  about  16  feet  in  length  by 
5  in  breadth,  approached  by  a  narrow  passage  of  about  10  feet  in  length. 
(Ulster  Journal  of  Arch,  j  vol.  vi.  p.  98.) 

Professor  Stuart  has  described,  in  the  Transactions  of  this  Society, 
vol.  ii.  p.  53,  a  group  of  underground  chambers  at  Kildrummy,  in 
Aberdeenshire,  which  were  generally  about  30  feet  long  and  from  8  to  9 
wide,  accessible  by  a  sloping  passage  of  5  or  6  feet,  entering  between 
two  stairs,  about  18  inches  apart. 

I  have  examined  a  double  chamber  of  this  sort  at  Glenkindy  in  the 
same  district ;  and  at  Strathdon,  a  little  farther  up  the  Kiver  Don,  five 
underground  houses  have  been  explored,  all  of  much  the  same  character. 
One  of  them,  described  in  the  "  Statistical  Account,"  had  an  outer  passage 
from  the  south,  and  is  circular,  and  about  8  feet  in  length.     The  exterior 
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chamber  is  24  feet  long,  6  feet  8  inches  high ;  greatest  breadth  across  the 
floor  8  feet  8  inches,  while  at  the  roof  it  is  only  6  feet  6  inches.  The 
floor  is  laid  with  stones,  and  the  walls  are  covered  with  flags  about 
8^  feet  in  length.  On  the  north  side  of  this  chamber  is  an  aperture 
15  inches  high,  7  inches  wide  at  the  bottom,  and  10  inches  at  the  top, 
which  communicates  with  a  small  apartment  5  feet  long  and  1  foot 
broad — ^the  back,  cover,  and  ends  being  each  a  single  stone.  On  the 
same  side,  very  near  the  minor  end  of  the  outer  apartment,  is  another 
opening,  2  feet  high  and  1  foot  8  inches  wide,  and  3  feet  above  the 
floor,  which  leads  to  the  inner  chamber.  Here  is  the  only  angle  that 
occurs,  all  the  other  parts  being  segments  of  circles.  The  length  of  this 
chamber  is  10  feet  6  inches,  breadth  6  feet  6  inches,  and  height  6  feet, 
and  precisely  the  same  construction  as  the  outer.  The  whole  length  of 
the  house,  including  both  chambers,  is  thus  48  feet  6  inches.  {Stat. 
Ace.  Aherd.j  p.  546.) 

At  Eeysten,  in  Hertfordshire,  an  underground  chamber  was  discovered, 
in  the  market  place  of  that  town,  in  1742.  Several  of  them  occur  in 
Kent.  According  to  Brasted,  many  occur  in  moors  and  fields  near 
Crayford.  He  says,  that  at  the  mouth,  and  thence  downwards,  they  are 
narrow,  like  the  tunnel  or  passage  of  a  well ;  but  at  the  bottom  they  are 
large,  and  of  great  compass,  so  that  some  of  them  have  several  rooms  one 
within  another,  strongly  vaulted,  and  supported  with  pillars  of  chalk. 
Camden  also  depicts  two  caverns  near  Tilbury,  in  Essex,  which  stood 
on  the  shelving  side  of  a  rock ;  and  the  apartments,  on  being  opened,  were 
filled  with  rich  black  mould.  On  removing  this,  were  observed  the 
remains  of  some  burnt  matter  and  several  fragments  of  bones,  as  also 
some  querns,  much  worn.  In  the  centre  of  some  of  these  querns  was 
fastened  a  small  bit  of  iron. 

It  may  be  difficult  to  classify  the  remains  of  the  ancient  dwellings  in 
this  country  which  have  come  down  to  us ;  but  there  is  one  leading  idea 
which  may  be  pointed  out  as  influencing  the  construction  of  buildings  of 
very  varying  appearance.  In  the  weems  and  subterraneous  dwellings 
which  occur  south  of  the  Spey,  as  well  as  in  the  chambered  cairns  and 
so-called  Picts'  Castles  or  Burghs,  to  be  seen  in  Sutherland,  Caithness, 
and  the  Orkney  and  other  islands,  the  entrance  rarely  exceeds  a  square 
of  two  feet.     The  chambered  cairn  at  Kettlebum,  excavated  by  Mr 
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Bhind,  contained  many  apartments  in  the  centre;  but  theee  were 
approached  by  a  passage  of  about  2  feet  square,  so  that  difficulty  of 
access  in  all  cases,  and  concealed  entrances  in  the  case  of  weems,  seem 
to  have  been  leading  objects. 

Adjoining  many  of  the  weems  small  earthen  enclosures  are  discernible, 
sometimes  round,  and  sometimes  rectangular,  while  objects  of  the  same 
kind  have  been  remarked  in  the  vicinity  of  several  burghs  in  Shetland. 
These  probably  were  used  for  various  daylight  purposes  by  the  same 
people  who  retreated  to  their  cellars  on  other  occasions.  If  any  such 
vestiges  ever  existed  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Cairn  Conan,  they  have 
been  obliterated  by  the  plough.  But  it  may  be  suggested  that  the 
Castle  Gory  of  tradition  was  originally  one  of  those  circular  structures, 
sometimes  called  castles,  of  the  same  sort  as  the  circular  fortress  in  Corn- 
wall now  called  Castle  Chun,  and  that  it  had  been  used  by  those  who 
erected  the  underground  houses.  The  stones  of  which  it  was  composed 
have  probably  been  long  used  for  building  purposes ;  and  in  a  dyke  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Cairn  Conan  I  observed  a  piece  of  freestone  with 
a  cup  scooped  out,  quite  of  the  same  sort  as  those  so  frequently  found  at 
the  Laws,  similarly  hollowed  out.  On  the  same  spot  I  also  picked  up 
one  of  the  sea- worn  pebbles  which  also  occur  at  the  Laws. 

The  following  notice  of  underground  chambers  under  Irish  raths  seems 
to  have  a  considerable  bearing  on  the  present  subject :  '*  Many  of  the 
larger  raths  have  caves  contrived  within  them  under  ground,  running  in 
narrow  galleries,  some  of  above  26  feet  in  length,  5  feet  high,  and  as 
many  broad,  which  make  several  returns,  and  join  to  one  another  in 
almost  right  angles  ;  where  they  meet,  the  passage  is  enlarged,  and  at 
the  comers  forms  a  sort  of  closets,  that  are  square  in  some  raths  and 
round  in  others ;  the  walls  or  sides  of  those  galleries  are  made  of  stones 
laid  flat  on  one  another,  without  mortar  or  cement,  like  diy  walls,  and 
covered  with  flagstones  laid  across,  that  rest  with  their  ends  on  the  side 
walls."^ 

I  have  ventured  to  draw  attention  to  the  remains  at  Cairn  Conan,  in 
the  hope  that  the  subject  may  be  thought  of  interest  by  the  Society,  and 
in  the  hope  also  that  some  of  the  members  may  be  disposed  to  assist  in 

^  Molyneux's  "  Discourso  in  Boate's  Nat.  Hist,  of  Ireland/'  p.  209,  as  quoted  in 
"  Transactions  of  Boyal  Irish  Academy/'  vol.  xvi.  p.  129. 
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getting  the  excavations  completed.  What  has  heen  hitherto  done  has 
been  at  the  expense  of  a  few  gentlemen  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  one 
or  two  of  our  members.  It  is  of  so  great  consequence  to  obtain  correct 
plans  of  these  early  remains,  so  as  to  classify  and  distinguish  the  differ- 
ent sorts  of  them,  that  at  some  future  time,  when  the  funds  of  the 
Society  have  recovered  from  recent  burdens,  I  could  conceive  nothing 
more  legitimate  than  to  employ  a  portion  of  them  in  obtaining  such 
plans,  and  helping  to  pay  for  the  necessary  excavations.  Till  then, 
however,  we  must  depend  on  the  assistance  of  individuals ;  and  as,  in  the 
present  instance,  a  few  pounds  would  suffice  to  accomplish  all  that  is 
wanted,  I  hope  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  the  necessary 
funds. 

As  yet  no  circular  underground  house  has  been  discovered  except  the 
present ;  and  the  Society  is  greatly  indebted  to  the  landlord  (Dr  Crichton 
of  Dundee)  and  to  the  tenant  (Mr  Lindsay,  Cairn  Conan),  for  the  faci- 
lities for  examination  which  have  been  so  liberally  accorded  to  those 
engaged  in  excavating  the  remains. 

III. 

ON  THE  CONNEXION  BETWEEN  SCOTLAND  AND  THE  COUNCIL  OF 
CONSTANCE  IN  THE  FIFTEENTH  CENTUBY.  Bt  JOHN  SMALL. 
Esq.  M.A.,  Librarian  to  the  University. 

In  a  communication  which  I  had  the  honour  to  submit  to  the  Society 
of  Antiquaries  in  April  last,  relating  to  the  Protest  of  the  Bohemian 
nobles  against  the  burning  of  John  Huss,  I  stated  that  in  the  famous 
Council  of  Constance  held  in  1414-18,  there  were  representatives  from 
almost  every  country  and  city  in  Western  Christendom.  I  was  curious 
to  ascertain  whether  Scotland  had  taken  part  in  this  great  meeting ;  and 
as  I  find  that  the  proceedings  of  the  Council  gave  rise  to  a  considerable 
agitation  amongst  the  clergy  in  Scotland  at  the  period, — a  matter  of 
which  almost  no  notice  is  taken  in  the  ordinary  histories  of  Scotland, 
and  entirely  overlooked  in  that  of  Tytler, — I  am  induced  to  lay  the  fol- 
lowing notes  before  the  Society. 

The  objects  for  which  the  Council  of  Constance  met  seem  to  have 
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been  warmly  approved  of  in  England,  at  that  time  under  the  role  of 
Henry  V. ;  and  there  appears,  from  the  catalogue  of  the  members  of  it 
as  given  by  Yon  der  Hardt,  to  have  been  at  least  fifty  of  the  representa- 
tives belonging  to  England. 

Collier,  in  his  '^  Ecclesiastical  History  of  England,''  states  that  "  the 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury  summoned  a  convocation  to  choose  deputies 
for  this  Council.  The  delegates  were  the  Bishops  of  Salisbury,  Bath, 
and  Hereford,  the  Abbot  of  Westminster,  and  the  Prior  of  Worcester. 
The  Earl  of  Warwick  was  likewise  sent  as  the  King's  ambassador  to  this 
Council.  Afterwards,  when  the  English  prelates  understood  that  Hall, 
Bishop  of  Salisbury,  and  Mascall,  Bishop  of  Hereford,  were  dead,  and 
that  the  Churches  of  other  countries  were  represented  by  a  more  nume- 
rous delegation,  they  met  in  Convocation,  and  elected  Bichard  Clifford, 
Bishop  of  London,  the  Chancellors  of  both  Universities,  and  twelve  Doc- 
tors, to  make  part  of  the  Council  of  Constance." 

Those  representatives  from  England  seem  to  have  taken  an  active 
part  in  the  proceedings,  for  the  Bishop  of  Bath  was  elected  one  of  the 
four  ordinary  presidents  of  the  Council. 

The  following  names  occur  in  Von  der  Hardt's  great  work,  and  were 
probably  those  of  the  persons  elected  at  this  convocation  of  the  English 
prelates : — 

Brianus  Farbacu,   \  .'  .•  T     '    A     7.. 

Petrus  Eedli,         J   Licentiah  Juris  Anghci. 

Prior  Urfestu,        )    ^  .    r,„    7    .     ^     , .  . 

GuLiELMUS  Clerici,  |   Doctores  tn  Theologta  Aru,hci. 

WiLHELMUS  CoRFF,  cx  Afiglta^  Doct.  in  Theologia, 

WlLHELMUS  SULBER,  „  „  „ 

Johannes  Wellis,  )     ^     ,.  .  ^     ,. 

JoHANNKS  ScuiKRFOET,    |  ^^U^^c^  et  pro  Tcge  AnghiB. 

Thomas  Polton,  Froionotarius  Regis  Anglice, 

RuPKRTus  Appleton,  Ltce,  in  Leg. 

Johannes  Stokes,        „        „ 

WlLHELMUS  LocHAN,  de  Anglia,  Mgr,  in  Art,  et  Baccal,  in  TheoL 

Matthias  Jacobi,  de  Anglia^  Magr,  Artitt/m, 

Elias  Angeli,  ex  Anglia^  MagisL  Art, 
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WiLHELMUS  DB  Spelttnoa,  ex  parte  Annce  Domince  Anglice, 
WiLUELMUs  Visius,  Camerarxus  Regis  Anglice. 
Johannes  Ottlingeb,  Servus  Regis  Anglice. 

Scotland  was  at  that  period  (1417)  under  the  regency  of  the  Duke  of 
Alhany,  who  governed  the  country  after  the  death  of  Robert  III.,  and 
had  always  recognised  the  sway  of  Pope  Benedict  XIII.  in  ecclesiastical 
matters.  Benedict  had,  however,  been  deposed  by  the  Council  of  Pisa, 
along  with  Pope  Gregory  XII.;  yet  so  long  as  he  was  supported  by  Spain, 
Portugal,  and  Scotland,  he  maintained  his  right  to  rule  the  Church  from 
Peniscola  in  Spain.  The  Council  of  Constance,  meanwhile,  confirmed  the 
deposition  of  Benedict  and  Gregory,  and  deposing  also  John  XXIII.,  by 
whose  authority  it  had  been  convened,  elected  Martin  V.  as  the  only  Pope 
to  whom  the  allegiance  of  the  Christian  world  should  be  paid.  It 
became  advisable,  therefore,  for  the  Council  to  obtain  the  consent  of 
the  Scottish  clergy  to  their  proceedings,  and  to  get  them  to  transfer 
their  allegiance  to  Martin  V.  They  accordingly  sent  a  deputy  to  Scot- 
land, while  the  Emperor,  Sigismund  of  Hungary,  who,  along  with  Pope 
John  XXIII.,  had  summoned  the  Council,  wrote  to  the  Regent  Albany 
to  send  representatives  to  Constance.  There  was  a  General  Council  of 
the  Church  held  at  Perth  to  receive  this  deputy,  and  to  consider  the 
letter  of  Sigismund.  The  proceedings  of  this  Council  or  Parliament  (as 
Lord  Hailes  thinks)  are  noticed  at  some  length  in  Fordun's  "  Scoti- 
chronicon,"  and  have  been  carefully  extracted  from  Fordun  by  Wilkins, 
in  his  great  work  on  the  Councils  of  the  Church  in  Britain.  Fordun 
states  as  follows  -} — 

"  In  the  year  1417  the  venerable  father  the  Lord  Abbot  of  Pon- 
tignac  was  sent  by  the  Council  of  Constance  to  Scotland,  in  order  to 
induce  the  Scottish  Church  to  adhere  to  the  Council,  and  to  with- 
draw from  the  obedience  of  Benedict  XIII.,  then  residing  at  Penis- 
cola.  No  province  at  that  time  steadfastly  adhered  to  the  latter  except 
Scotland.  This  Abbot  was  considered  a  master  in  theology  of  the 
highest  repute.  In  a  General  Council  held  at  Perth,  he  set  forth  the 
object  of  his  mission  in  an  eloquent  oration  before  the  Lord  Regent  and 

*  Forduni  Scoticbronicon,  cura  Goodall,  torn.  ii.  p.  469. 
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tie  three  Estates.  About  the  same  time,  Sigisnmnd,  Emperor  of  the 
Homans  aud  Kiag  of  Hungary,  Dalmat'is,  and  Croatia,  wrote  to  the 
Begeot  and  three  Estates  of  the  realm  from  Paris,  suggesting  that  they 
should  send  coramiBsioners  to  represent  the  kingdom  of  Scotland,  as 
other  kingdoms  were  represented  in  the  Council  of  Constance.  Mean- 
while Pope  Eeneilict,  as  he  was  then  called  by  those  who  obeyed  him, 
wrote  to  the  Begent  and  three  Estates,  enjoining  them  to  poreevcre  in 
obedience  to  bini.  The  Eegent  was  very  favourable  to  Mm  ;  and  he 
appointed  a  certain  English  friar,  Bobcit  Harding,  master  in  the  Sacred 
Page,  as  advocate  of  the  cause  of  the  Church  in  the  interest  of  Benedict. 
This  person  brought  forward  many  propositions  in  disputations  and 
sermons,  calculated  to  induce  mcu  to  take  part  wilh  Benedict.  He 
WB8  opposed  by  the  whole  Universily  of  St  Andrews.  Nevertheless, 
finding  support  from  the  Regent,  he  directed  controversial  writings  and 
diacnfisions  against  them,  to  which  they  returned  their  rejoinders. 
Wherefore,  on  the  second  or  third  of  October,  in  the  year  aforeeaid,  at  a 
G-eneral  Council  held  at  Perth  to  determine  the  obedience  of  the  realm, — 
that  ia  to  say,  whether  it  should  adbere  to  Benedict,  or  withdraw  from 
him,  and  yield  allegiance  to  Martin  V.,  who  shortly  before  had  been 
unanimously  elected  at  the  Council  of  Constance, — the  said  Harding, 
a  minorite  friar,  with  the  view  of  preventing  the  realm  from  conforming 
to  the  unity,  aa  it  was  called,  of  the  Church,  with  the  other  nations  of 
Christendom,  solemnly  sustained  a  proposition,  at  the  suggestion  of  the 
Regent,  addressed  to  the  clergy  and  laity,  both  in  Scots  and  Latin,  the 
subject  of  which  was  in  the  terms,  '  Ante  actum  consilium  stabili'  (Con- 
firm your  previous  coimael),  "Whereas  the  passage  which  he  quoted 
should  have  been  differently  expressed — '  Ante  omnem  actum  prfecedat 
te  consilium  stabile,'  Eedesiaslicut  ixxt.  (Let  steadfast  counsel  precede 
your  every  action.)  Whence  he  twisted,  not  the  letter  only,  bat  the 
meaning,  to  suit  his  purpose  of  procuring  matter  to  prevent  the  people 
from  returning  to  the  unity,  as  it  was  supposed,  of  the  Church,  Where- 
upon the  Rector  of  the  University  [of  St  Andrews],  Master  John  Elwold, 
and  other  famous  divines,  extracting  from  his  propositions  scandalous  and 
seditious  conclusions,  greatly  suspected  of  heresy,  promotive  of  schism, 
and  not  tending  to  produce  the  union  of  holy  mother  Church,  sent  them 
to  tbe  Apostolic  See  for  examination.    These  the  Court  of  Rome  con- 


ANTIQDAIIIES  OF  SCOTLAND. 


demned,  as  ia  evident  from  the  Bull  addressed  to  the  kingdom  of  Scotland, 
and  put  iu  execution  by  the  diligence  and  labour  of  Master  John  Fogo, 
a  monk  of  Melrose,  afterwarde  Abbot  of  the  Bftme,  a  most  worthy  master 
in  theology. 

"  Harding  proved  hie  conclneionB  '  per  naturaB,  fignrae,  scripturas,  pic- 
turas"  (a!.  puncturBs),  and  other  illtiEtrationB  which  it  nere  tiresome  to 
the  reader  to  set  forth  in  order.  They  may,  howeverj  be  briefly  elicited 
from  the  Papal  Bull,  which  speciiied  ten  errors.  The  first  of  these 
savoured  of  heresy,  and  was  this :  that  if  Benedict  should  yield,  he  would 
give  occasion  of  eternal  damnetioD  to  his  subjects.  The  second,  that 
according  to  the  right  Scripture,  restitution  should  he  first  made  to 
Benedict  before  he  should  be  held  hound  to  yield.  The  third,  that  if, 
after  tho  Council  of  Constance,  Benedict  had  been  notoriously  negligent, 
the  prelates  of  Scotland  bad  a  right  to  proceed  against,  remove,  and 
depose  him,  if  he  should  he  incorrigible ;  in  which  case,  Benedict  being 
by  them  cut  ofi",  the  prelates  themselves,  who  were  of  the  obedience  of 
Benedict,  had  the  right  of  electing  the  sole  Pope.  The  fourth,  that  con- 
sidering the  notorious  negligence  and  incorrigibility  of  Benedict,  and  his 
deposition,  the  Scottish  Cliurch  was  bound,  in  order  to  remove  all  doubts 
as  to  the  papacy  of  Martin,  first  to  lay  before  him  tho  laws  that  should 
regulate  the  Papacy,  and  then  to  yield  their  obedience.  Tlio  fifth 
was,  tliat  he  condemued  the  Council  of  Constance,  and  said  that  those 
who  were  there  coiild  not  malie  union  in  the  Church  of  fiod,  but  only 
those  of  the  realm  of  Scotland  could,  which  he  illustrated  by  the  parable 
of  the  elephant.  The  sisth,  which  was  seditious — viz.,  that  those  of  the 
kingdom  of  Scotland  who  had  taken  the  start  of  their  hretiiren  in  yield- 
ing obedience  to  Martin  were  sons  of  the  devil,  and  like  unto  vipers; 
and  a  similar  assertion  followed — that  tbey  who  had  received  favours  from 
Benedict,  and  afterwards  adhered  to  Martin,  were  like  scoqiions,  and  that 
in  respect  of  a  twofold  property — itc,  The  seventh,  that  as  long  as  John 
should  live  in  prison  there  could  be  no  union  free  of  suspicion  in  the 
Church  of  God.  The  eighth,  that  after  the  notorious  negligence  of 
Benedict,  the  rights  of  the  Church  universal  descended  in  the  members 
who  belonged  to  his  obedience.  The  ninth  error,  which  seemed  echis- 
maticol,  was  that  they  only  who  were  of  the  obedience  of  Benedict  were 
Catholic,  and  all  others  were  schismatics  and  heretics.     The  tenth,  that 
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Benedict  was  not  negligent  as  to  those  doings  that  related  to  the  union  of 
the  Church,  either  in  the  Council  of  Constance  or  in  the  times  before  it." 

^'  Concerning  the  withdratoal  of  the  Scots  Church  Jrom  Benedict j  and 

it8  doing  obedience  to  Martin  V" 

^'  In  opposition  to  Harding,  Master  John  Fogo,  afterwards  Abbot  of 
Melrose,  vehemently  disputed ;  and  in  a  certain  controversial  letter  of 
his,  he  inveighed  against  him,  reproaching  him  greatly  with  the  theme 
of  his  text,  and  saying,  '  I  wish  you  had  made  use  of  the  sentiment 
expressed  in  your  text,  viz.  "  Ante  actum  consilium  stabili ;"  for  if  you 
had  been  solidly  advised,  and  had  wisely  or  soberly  reflected,  you  would 
never  have  propounded  in  the  presence  of  so  great  an  assembly,  so  many 
scandalous,  erroneous,  and  seditious  matters.     Is  not  this  your  hateful 
comparison  ? — That  an  elephant  which  had  leaned  against  a  half-cut  tree, 
and  had  accordingly  sustained  a  fall,  could  not  get  up  again  of  itself, 
because  it  wanted  joints ;  that  on  its  bellowing  another  huge  elephant 
came  up  also,  which  was  not  able  to  help  it ;  that  while  these  two  were 
ruminating,  twelve  elephants  assembled,  but  all  these  were  unable  to 
raise  up  the  fallen  elephant,  nor  would  they  ever  be  able,  unless  a  little 
elephant  should  arrive,  which  might  put  himself  under  the  big  one,  and 
so  raise  him  up.     This  parable  you  interpret  thus  : — The  elephant  is  the 
Church  ;  the  tree,  the  Papal  jurisdiction,  on  which  the  Church  had  leaned 
and  fallen,  and  now  made  an  outcry  when  it  could  not  rise  again.     Its 
noise  aroused  that  great  elephant,  the  King  of  the  Bomans,  but  he  did 
not  prevail.     The  twelve  other  elephants  are  other  Christian  kings  and 
princes,  but  all  of  these  should  be  unable  to  remedy  the  ruin  of  the 
Church,  although  they  might  make  a  great  noise,  until  the  little  elephant 
should   come — which  is  the  Scots  Church.     And  you  hinted  in  your 
exhortation,  "  Suffer  them  to  bellow,  suffer  them  to  shout,  leave  them  to 
go  round  and  round,  do  you  Scotsmen  wait  in  patience."     "  You  are  the 
keystone  in  the  arch  of  the  spiritual  edifice,  and  you  hold  the  key  of  the 
Church."  "  Do  not  hasten ;  do  not  hurry."  "  Ante  actum  consilium  stabili." 
0  man  more  cruel  than  the  beasts !  for  the  beasts  busy  themselves  in 
trying  to  raise  the  elephant,  and  the  man  uses  his  persuasions  to  cause 
the  mother  Church  to  remain  in  ruins.     Wherefore  daiest  thou,  alien,  to 
make  such  assertions  ?    Of  a  truth,  because  thou  art  an  alien  to  us,  and 
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a  stranger  to  the  truth.'  He  also  had  set  forth  many  objectionable 
assertions  in  his  proposition,  applicable  to  the  Council  of  Constance,  such 
as  these: — 'If  an  enemy  had  reproached  me  I  could  have  borne  it,* 
saying  this  as  in  the  person  of  Benedict  to  the  Council.  And  to  the 
Emperor  Sigismund  he  applied  the  following : — *  And  if  he  who  hated 
me  had  magnified  himself  against  me,  I  would  have  hid  myself  from 
him.*  But  as  to  the  Cardinals  who  withdrew  from  him,  he  added : — 
'  But  it  was  thou,  a  man,  mine  equal,  my  guide,  and  my  acquaintance, 
who  didst  take  sweet  meat  with  me.'  And  so  he  concluded  in  reference 
to  all  of  them : — '  Let  death  seize  upon  them,  and  let  them  go  down 
quick  into  hell.* 

"  But  of  a  sudden,  after  Fogo  had  adduced  the  condemnatory  Bull  on 
his  side,  Harding  died  a  natural  death  at  Lanark,  and  so  the  controversy 
ceased ;  and  in  consequence,  that  same  year,  last  of  all  the  kingdoms, 
Scotland  withdrew  from  Benedict,  and  adhered  to  Martin ;  a  circum- 
stance which  all  declared  to  be  creditable  to  the  great  steadiness  and  sin- 
gular constancy  of  the  Scots.'* 

It  may  be  interesting,  in  conclusion,  here  to  remark,  that  the  bar- 
barity shown  by  the  Council  of  Constance  to  Huss  and  Jerome  was 
highly  approved  of  in  Scotland  at  the  time.  An  event  equally  cruel 
took  place  at  St  Andrews,  not  many  years  afterwards,  in  which  the  Monk 
of  Melrose— Master  John  Fogo,  above  referred  to— took  a  prominent 
part. 

A  Bohemian  physician  of  eminence,  called  Paul  Craw  or  Crawar,  who 
had  settled  in  St.  Andrews  shortly  after  the  conclusion  of  the  Council, 
professed  the  doctrines  of  Huss  and  Wicliff,  and  endeavoured  to  dissemi- 
nate them  amongst  the  people.  The  Papal  Inquisitor  for  Scotland, 
Laurence  of  Lindores  (also  one  of  the  first  Professors  in  the  University 
of  St  Andrews),  was  not  long,  however,  in  taking  steps  to  repress  these 
efforts  of  a  heretic,  who  could  not  be  moved  by  the  force  of  argument  or 
the  fear  of  the  civil  power,  to  recant  his  dangerous  doctrines.  He  was 
therefore  committed  to  the  flames  in  1433  ;  and  the  manner  of  his  death 
is  thus  quaintly  described  in  the  part  of  Bellenden's  translation  of 
Hector  Boece's  Chronicle  of  Scotland  which  refers  to  the  events  of  that 
period : — 

"  Nocht  langefter,  wastane  in  Sanct  Androis  ane  man  of  Beum,  namit 


478  PR0CEEDING8  OF  THE  SOCIETY  OF 

Paule  Craw,  precheand  new  and  vane  BnperstitioniB  to  the  pepil ;  speci- 
ally againis  the  sacrament  of  the  alter,  veneration  of  Sanctis,  and  confes- 
sion to  he  maid  to  preistis.  At  last,  he  was  brocht  before  the  theologis, 
and  al  his  opinionis  condampnit.  And  becaus  he  perseverit  obstinatly 
to  the  end  of  his  pley,  he  was  condampnit  and  brint.  He  confessit 
afore  his  deith,  that  he  was  send  ont  of  Benm  to  preiche  to  Scottls  the 
herisyis  of  Hus  and  Wiclief.  The  king  commendit  mekil  this  pnnition ; 
and  gaif  the  abbacy  of  Melros  to  Johne  Fogo,  for  he  was  principall  con- 
vikar  of  this  Paule." — See  also  Knox's  History  of  the  Reformation, 
(Works,  vol.  i.  p.  6.    App.  p.  407.) 


IV. 

NOTES  RESPECTING  A  BRONZE  TRIPOD  VESSEL,  WITH  AN  IN- 
SCRIPTION, FOUND  AT  HEXHAM.  ILLUSTRATED  BY  A  DRAWING, 
AND    CAST    OF    INSCRIPTION.       By    W.    DEAN    FAIRLESS,    M.D., 

MONTBOSE. 

About  the  end  of  February  1860,  a  bronze  tripod  vessel  was  found  by 
the  workmen  engaged  in  draining  a  bog,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Linnels, 
on  the  Devil's  Water,  near  to  Hexham,  in  Northumberland.  It  came 
into  the  possession  of  Mr  Joseph  Fairless  (my  father),  a  zealous  anti- 
quary, residing  iu  that  town.  He  has  favoured  me  with  the  accom- 
panying drawing  of  it,  and  the  cast  of  the  legend  encircling  it.  The 
vessel  is  a  "  bronze,"  is  10 J  inches  high,  weighs  six  lbs.,  and  holds 
exactly  three  pints  (imperial).  It  has  been  exhibited  before  the  New- 
cfistle  Society  of  Antiquaries  by  Dr  Charlton. 

I  give  the  following  extracts  from  a  letter  from  Albert  Way,  Esq., 
to  Dr  Bruce  of  Newcastle,  in  reference  to  it : — "  The  tripod  vessel,  which 
our  good  friend  at  Hexham  has  so  happily  secured,  is  a  capital  example. 
We  have  not  many  objects  of  this  class  bearing  inscriptions.  All  such, 
however,  with  one  exception,  known  to  me,  have  legends  in  old  French, 
which  may  probably  present  some  dialectical  peculiarities  from  which  a 
skilful  philologer  might  fix  more  closely  the  origin  of  these  works  in 
metal.     I  have  had  a  notion  that  they  were  produced  in  the  northern 
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parts  of  France,  or  else  in  those  parts  of  Flanders  where  French  was  the 
prevalent  language ;  Dinan  is  a  town  which  I  have  conjectured  may 
have  produced  much  of  this  odd  metal  work. 

"  The  inscription  on  Mr  Fairless's  vessel  reads  thus  :  bene  seit  ki  ben 
BEIT — in  modern  spelling,  heni  soil  qui  hen  hoit,  a  rhyming  phrase  which, 
at  all  events,  shows  us  that  the  tripod  was  used  in  festive  potations, — a 
mediaeval  toddy  kettle,  in  fact ;  whereas  I  have  generally  supposed  such 
tripods  were  used  as  ewers,  in  accordance  with  the  legend  on  one  I  saw 
in  Norfolk,  Venez  laver,  "  Come  and  wash," — the  ablutions  at  table  after 
meals  being  a  matter  of  more  marked  observance  when  forks  -were  not  in 
fashion. 

"  Your  county  has  produced  not  a  few  of  these  tripods  of  brass,  but 
generally  not  ornamented.  They  have  sometimes,  but  I  believe  erro- 
neously, been  regarded  as  Eoman.  The  late  Colonel  Howard  had  a 
remarkable  bronze  cooking  vessel  or  caldron,  of  same  date  as  Mr  Fair- 
less's  (fourteenth  century),  and  the  highly  ornamented  letters  almost 
identical  in  character.  It  bears  the  name  of  the  maker  in  Latin, 
viLELMVs  angetel  ME  FECIT  FIERI,  and  the  following  French  distich : 
Je  8u  pot  de  grount  honhur  viande  a  fair  de  hon  savheur,'—'*  Je  suis  pot  de 
grand  honneur,  viande  h  faire  de  bon  saveur."  You  will  find  this  curious 
vessel  figured  in  the  "  Archaeologia,"  vol.  xiv.  plate  52. 

"  A  brass  ewer  was  found  in  Roxburghshire,  and  is  preserved  in  the 
Museum  at  Kelso,  to  which  I  would  invite  attention,  as  bearing  a  bilin- 
gual inscription,  which  seems  to  throw  some  light  on  the  question  of  the 
country  where  these  metal  vessels  were  manufactured.  On  this  example 
we  find  the  words  Neemt  water,  which  seem  to  signify,  *  Take  the  water,' 
much  as  the  Venez  laver  before  mentioned.  These  words  are  followed  by 
the  French  Prendes  leave  (Prenez  I'eau),  equivalent  to  the  former ;  and 
I  must  leave  it  to  some  one  more  familiar  with  Flemish  and  other  cog- 
nate dialects  to  decide  what  may  be  the  language  to  which  Neemt  water 
may  properly  belong.  I  imagine  it  to  be  Walloon,  or  some  other  Nether- 
landish form  of  speech. 

"  As  regards  the  expression,  if  a  benison  on  the  guest  who  drank  well, 
as  inscribed  on  Mr  Fairless's  curious  vessel,  I  do  not  comprehend  the  in- 
tention. I  conjecture  that  it  may  rather  refer  to  discretion  in  his  pota- 
^B  and  good  fellowship,  without  the  strife  and  turbulent  passions  which 
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deep  drinking  excited.    On  a  mazer  of  the  fifteenth  century  I  find  the 
notion  of  a  good  drinker  thus  quaintly  expressed, — 

'  Sit  ze  still  and  kepe  at  rest, 
Drink  ze  may  among  ze  beste ; 
Hoso  willeth  Gk>d  te  plese, 
Let  hys  neybor  syt  at  ese.*  '* 

The  locality  where  the  tripod  was  found  possesses  no  mural  remains. 
It  has  heen  forest  and  moorland,  and  is  scarcely  yet  all  reclaimed.  It 
lies  about  four  miles  south  of  the  ancient  abbey  and  town  of  Hexham, 
and  about  six  miles  north  of  the  remains  of  the  Abbey  of  Blanchland, 
on  the  confines  of  the  county  of  Durham,  and  in  the  immediate  vicinity 
of  the  scene  of  the  battle  of  Hexham,  in  the  Wars  of  the  Roses  in  1463, 
and  some  two  or  three  miles  distant  from  the  famed  Queen's  Cave,  which 
sheltered  the  fugitive  Margaret  and  the  boy  prince. 


Monday,  2d  July  1860. 

PjiOFEssoR  J.  Y.  SIMPSON,  M.D.,  one  of  the  Vice-Presidents, 

in  the  Chair. 

The  Rev.  Cosmo  R.  GtOedon,  M.A.,  Manchester, 
was  balloted  for,  and  admitted  a  Fellow  of  the  Society. 

The  Donations  to  the  Museum  were  as  follows  : — 

A  rare  and  valuable  Collection  of  Gold  and  Silver  Scottish  Coins, 
Silver  and  Bronze  Medals,  Gold  and  Silver  Rings,  and  Silver  and 
Bronze  Brooches.  Bequeathed  to  the  Museum,  with  the  following  MS. 
detailed  description,  by  the  late  W.  Waring  Hay  Newton,  Esq.  of  New- 
ton, formerly  one  of  the  Vice-Presidents  of  the  Society : — 

"  SCOTTISH  SILVER  COINS. 

"  David  II.  Roxburgh  Penny,  hvgo  on  rock  ;  unique.  Published  in 
Lindsay's  Scottish  Coinage ;  and 
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David  II.  Three  Pennies,  different  types ; — procured  in  Berwick,  and 
said  to  have  been  found  with  others  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Belford. 

Ditto,  or  Henry  Earl  of  Northumberland  Penny. 

John  Baliol.     Saint  Andrews  Penny. 

David  II.     Edinburgh  Penny. 

Ditto.  Edinburgh  Penny.  Legend,  rbb  instead  of  Eex.  Bare 
variety.     See  Lindsay. 

Bobert  II.  Perth  Half-Groat.  Letter  B  behind  the  head.  Unpub- 
lished. 

Ditto.     Penny. 

Ditto.     Edinburgh  Half-Groat.    Letter  B  behind  head.     Unpublished. 

Bobert  III.     Aberdeen  Groat. 

James  III.     Berwick  Groat. 

Ditto.     Edinburgh  Penny  and  Halfpenny. 

James  IV.     Edinburgh  Groat.     Letter  Q  after  name. 

Ditto.     Aberdeen  Groat.     Three-quarters  face,  with  closed  crown. 

Ditto,     Aberdeen  Half-Groat.  Ditto. 

James  VII.  (II.  of  England.)  Sixty-Shilling  Piece,  1688.  Specimen 
from  original  die. 

Ditto.     Ten-Shilling  Piece,  1687. 

"  SCOTTISH  GOLD  COINS. 

Bobert  II.     Small,  with  the  Salter  instead  of  St  Andrews. 
James  I.     Half-Lion.     Found  1852,  at  Cathedral  of  St  Andrews. 
James  V.    Bonnet  Piece.     Bust  with  Collar  of  the  Thistle,  1539. 
Ditto.     Two-thirds  Bonnet  Piece,  1540. 
Charles  I.     Briot's  Sovereign  for  Scotland. 

^'  SILVER  MEDALS. 

"  Mary  Queen  of  Scots  on  her  marriage  with  Francis  II.,  then  Dauphin 
of  France,  1558.  Specimen  in  shagreen  case  from  original  die  preserved 
in  the  Mint  at  Paris. 

Duke  of  Lauderdale,  1 672 ;  by  Boethier. 

James  II.  and  Mary  of  Modena.     Eev,,  Spanish  wreck.     1687. 

The  Chevalier  St  George  (James  III.)  /?ev.,  his  sister  Princess 
CiOuisa.    1712. 
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The  Chevalier  St  Qeorge  (James  III.)  and  his  Spouse  Clementina  on 
their  marriage,  1719 ;  by  Hamerani. 

Prince  Charles,  mioat  intkb  omnis.  Bev.,  his  brother,  afterwards 
Cardinal  York ;  by  Hamerani. 

Ditto.    Bev,,  a  broken  and  shattered  oak,  with  fresh  shoot ;  ritxr- 

B8CIT.     1750. 

John  Hubs.    Commemoration,  1515. 
Saxony  Commemoration  of  Beformation,  25  June  1630. 
On  Battle  of  Leipsic,  gained  by  Gustayus  Adolphus  of  Sweden,  7th 
September  1631. 
Calviu.     Struck  in  1641. 
Edinburgh  Bevolution  Club.     Gilt.     1753. 
Hamburg  Commemoration  of  Foundation  of  the  Town  Jubilee.    1803. 

''  BBONZB  MBDALS. 

"  Borso  D'Este,  Marquis  of  Ferrara.  Eev.,  A  Dragon  in  form  of  Sun- 
flowers. 

Louis  XII.  of  France.  Bev.^  Anne  of  Brittany ;  on  their  marriage, 
1499.     Struck  at  Lyons. 

Cosmo  de  Medicia  II.,  Duke  of  Florence.  Bev.,  A  Bull.  Struck  on 
Capture  of  Sienna,  1555. 

Cosmo  IL,  Grand  Duke  of  Tuscany,    l  ^^^^  ^.^^^^^  ^^^^^ 

Maria  Magdalena,  Grand  Duchess,      j 

Mary  Queen  of  Scots.   Electrotype  casts,  without  reverse ;  two  different. 

James  VI.  Counter  or  Medalet.  Obv.y  Shield  of  Scotland,  with 
Collar  of  the  Thistle,  crowned,  camerae,  &c.  i?ct;.,  Thistle,  with  five 
heads  crowned,  1588,  mb  meosq.  defendo,  &c, 

James,  Prince  of  Wales,  on  his  birth,  1G88.    Medalet. 
Ditto.     Bev.j  Sun  rising  from  the  sea,  1G97.     Do. 
Ditto.     Bev.,  Sun  rising  from  behind  a  globe,  1697.     Do. 

Anne  of  Great  Britain.     i?ev.,  Minerva  standing ;  by  Croker. 

Prince  Charles  and  his  brother.  Cardinal  York. 

Prince  Charles  on  his  arrival  in  Scotland,  1745.     i?cv.,  Britannia. 

Cardinal  York,  17G6 ;  by  Copranesi.     White  metal. 

Prince  Charles  (as  Charies  III.),  1760.  i?er.,  His  spouse.  Princess 
of  Stolberg  (as  Queen).     Medalet. 
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Cardinal  York,  1774.  His  Coat  of  Arms,  with  Cardinal's  Hat.  White 
metal  Medalet. 

Ditto  as  Henry  IX.,  1788  ;  by  Hamerani. 

Pope  Clement  XI.  Rev.y  St  Luke  painting  a  picture  of  the  Virgin 
and  Child.  Struck  in  honour  of  the  Academy  of  St  Luke,  1704;  by 
Hamerani.    Gilt. 

Greneva ;  by  Dapier,  1749. 

Henry  IV.  of  France.  Front  bust  without  inscription,  and  reverse. 
Brass  medallion. 

Christina  of  Sweden.    Bev,j  A  globe ;  by  Hamerani. 

''  FINGER  RINGS. 

"  Ancient  Massive  Grold  Ring;  weight,  1  oz.  5  grs.;  on  which  is  engraved 
intaglio,  a  plant  or  flower  within  a  square  border.  Found  by  a  country- 
woman in  1830,  on  the  footpath  between  Sanson  Seal  and  Berwick-on- 
Tweed.  The  footpath  there  adjoining  Halidon  Hill,  as  described  in  list 
of  antique  rings,  intaglios,  <fec.,  belonging  to  me. 

Solid  Gold  Bing.  Inscription  in  old  French,  contracted  a  lieb  cat  for 
A  DiEu  CHANTS,  with  a  lily  ;  originally  inlaid  with  green  and  white 
enamel  on  each  side,  and  inscription  repeated ;  said  to  have  been  found 
in  the  village  of  Stobo,  Peeblesshire. 

Gold  Bing,  beautifully  moulded ;  the  centre  circular,  with  the  initial 
letters  i  h  s,  for  our  Saviour,  engraved  with  scroll  and  arabesque,  and 
originally  inlaid  with  enamel.  Found  about  1825,  when  excavations 
were  made  in  the  old  place  of  sepulture  at  Arbroath,  adjoining  the  sea- 
beach. 

Gold  Bing,  with  small  garnet,  smooth  and  plain,  set  in  centre.  Found 
near  Tweedmouth  in  1832.  This  ring  is  similar  to  some  of  the  ancient 
rings  preserved  in  the  treasury  of  York  Cathedral. 

Gold  Swivel  Bing.  The  centre  part  alone  ancient ;  having  a  death's 
head  and  cross  bones,  with  the  inscription,  rabienber  on  dbthb,  engraved 
thereon.  On  the  opposite  or  reverse,  in  relief,  a  deer  lodged,  the  cog- 
nizance of  the  family  of  Scott,  with  initials,  i.  s ;  said  to  have  been  found 
in  Magus  Moor,  near  St  Andrews. 

Ancient  Silver  Bing,  originally  gilt;  two  hands  joined,  between,  a 
i  and  a  rose.     Inscription,  iesvs.     Found  in  vicinity  of  Paisley. 

2k2 
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"  BB000H18. 


'^  Small  octagon-shaped  ancient  Silver  Brooch,  engraved  front  and 
hack ;  inscription  not  very  legihle.  Found  with  silver  coins  of  David  II. 
and  Rohert  II.  of  Scotland,  at  Branxholme,  Bozborghshire. 

Silver  Brooch,  oblong,  angular;  apparently  a  cast  in  alto  relievo  of 
front  bust  of  a  female,  crowned  with  leaves  of  acanthus. 

Ancient  circular  Brooch  of  brass,  large  size,  much  worn ;  on  which  is 
engraved,  inter  alia^  the  fore  part  of  wild  boars,  and  of  a  bull,  in  com- 
partments. 


^^  MISCELLANEOUS. 


'*  A  Chasing  in  brass,  probably  an  altar-piece  of  Sclavonic  Greek  Church, 
representing  half  figure  of  a  saint  in  front,  with  small  figures  of  our 
Saviour  and  the  Virgin,  in  the  field,  all  within  a  square  border  of  vines, 
entwined  with  flowers.  The  whole  inlaid  with  blue  enamel,  supposed  to 
be  of  the  thirteenth  or  fourteenth  century. 

A  Bronze  Cannon,  highly  ornamented  with  the  fore  part  of  a  sea 
monster  or  dragon,  open  mouthed,  and  the  head  of  a  lion ;  date  1675 
engraved  thereon ;  said  to  have  been  found  near  Wemyss  Castle,  Fifeshire. 

This  enamelled  brass  work  and  the  Cannon  were  presented  by  me  to 
the  Museum  of  National  Antiquities,  Edinburgh,  7th  February  1860." 


Cruet  of  Brass,  silver-plated,  4  inches  high  ; 

Front  of  a  Corporal  Case,  embroidered  in  gold  and  silver  thread.  The 
above,  which  are  said  to  have  belonged  to  the  Abbey  of  Dunfermline, 
were  formerly  exhibited  and  described  by  Mr  Mackinlay,  and  are  noticed 
in  the  Proceedings  of  the  Society,  vol.  ii.,  p.  425 ; 

Portions  of  a  Clay  Urn,  ornamented  with  longitudinal  lines  done  by 
twisted  cord,  and  depressed  markings,  ^  inch  long,  and  3-16ths  broad ; 

Two  Celts  of  Greenish-coloured  Stone — one  2J  inches  across  face,  7^^ 
inches  in  length ;  the  other  3^  inches  across  face,  and  9  inches  long ; 
found  in  Ireland ; 

Small  Clay  Cup  or  Urn,  ornamented  with  incised  lines,  measuring 
nearly  4J  inches  diameter  across  middle,  and  3  inches  high.  See  Wood- 
cut, opposite  page,  fig.  1  ; 
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Along  with  tho  cup  was  the  following  note:  "Found  at  the  burinl- 
grouud  helonging  to  Old  Pendrith  (Fort  Patrianue,  of  Camden's  Brit.), 
about  six  miles  from  Penrith,  about  eeventy  years  ago.  It  helonged  to 
Mr  Bell,  Woodbank,  near  Gremont  (whose  family  came  from  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Penrith),  aiid  who  presented  it  to  me  through  Mr  John 
Jtoau,  Customs,  Whitebavo 0.-2 6th  April  1848." 

[Urns  of  a  similar  tyjie,  but  varying  iu  their  ontaraentation,  have  also 
been  found  iu  Scotland.  Three  epectmens  are  in  tho  Museum  of  the 
Society,  aud  for  the  sake  of  comparieon  two  of  tbem  are  Sgured  here, 


Fig.  I. 


Fig.  3. 


One  was  found  near  Dunbar  (fig.  3) ;  anotber  (fig,  2)  was  dug  up  from 

the  foundations  of  an  ancient  ruin  in  the  island  of  Ronaldsbay,  Urknoy. 

Of  the  history  of  tbe  third  cup  nothing  is  known  ;  it  measures  3J  incbes 

diameter  across  centre,  is  2^  inches  high,  and  is  witbout  any  ornament, 

except  a  row  of  small  puDctures  round  the  upper  edge.     These  urns,  with 

ixception  of  the  last  mentioned,  have  two  email  boles  pierced  at  tbe 

.  most  projecting  part  of  tbeir  circamferencc  (as  shown  in  woodcut);  but 

\  in  the  um,  fig.  2,  there  are  two  pairs  of  similar  boles,  opposite  to  one 

inotber. — Ed.] 

SroDze  Ase'Eead  oi  Celt,  3  inches  across  face,  i  inches  long,  from 


M  Cell,  ; 


B  foice,  aud  5  inches  in  lengtb  ;  with  flange 
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on  each  side  for  facility  of  fastening,  and  another  similar,  ornamented 
with  raised  longitudinal  ridge  in  centre  of  blade,  and  small  loop  at  one 
side,  2  inches  across  face,  and  5  inches  in  length ;  both  from  Ireland; 

Two  Flint  Arrow-Heads — stemmed  and  barbed,  one  3^  inches  long,  and 
1^  inch  broad ;  the  other,  2  inches  long,  and  1  inch  broad,  from  Canada; 

Flint  Spear  or  Lance-Head,  2^  inches  long,  and  1  inch  broad ;  from 
Canada ; 

Pair  of  Old  Brass  Snuffers,  ornamented  with  raised  pattern  on  box ; 

Five  Specimens  of  Gun  Locks,  showing  the  progress  of  improvement 
from  the  wheel  and  flint,  to  the  flint  and  frizzle  action ; 

Model  in  Iron  of  ^^  Mons  Meg,"  the  large  cannon  in  Edinburgh  Castle ; 
10  inches  long,  and  |  of  an  inch  in  diameter ;  and  also  of  the  Wooden 
Carriage  and  Iron  Wheels,  which  are  copied  from  a  sculptured  stone  now 
placed  over  the  entrance  to  the  Armory  of  the  Castle ; 

Sculpture  in  Stone  of  a  Figure  in  Armour,  19  inches  high,  taken  from 
the  front  of  a  monument,  on  which  lies,  at  full  length,  an  Effigy  of  a 
Knight ;  also,  two  Casts  of  Armorial  Bearings  from  the  same  tomb, 
which  is  situated  on  the  south  side  of  the  choir  of  the  Old  Church  of  St 
Mary,  Kothesay,  Buteshire ; 

A  notice  and  drawings  of  these  Sculptures,  from  the  pen  of  Mr  Mac- 
kinlay,  appeared  in  the  Transactions  of  the  Society,  vol.  iii.  p.  1.  They 
are  also  described  in  a  communication  relative  to  the  same  building,  by 
Mr  J.  C.  Koger,  in  the  Proceedings  of  the  Society,  vol.  ii.  p.  4G6  ; 

Bequeathed  to  the  Society  by  the  late  J.  Mackinlay,  Esq.,  F.S.A.  Scot. 

Celt  of  beautifully  smooth  Greenish-coloured  Stone  (3  inches  across 
face,  and  6  inches  in  length),  found  in  Lochleven  when  it  was  partially 
drained  a  few  years  ago.     By  the  Hon.  Balph  Abekoromby. 

Small  Stone  Celt,  1^^  inch  across  face,  and  3  inches  in  length.  By 
John  Hay,  Esq.  of  Letham. 

Oak  Charter  Chest — 3  feet  long,  19  inches  broad,  and  28  inches  deep, 
containing  series  of  small  drawers — with  massive  Iron  Lock  and  Handles ; 
it  formerly  belonged  to  the  family  of  Lundin  of  Auchtermaimie.  By 
James  Lundin  Brown,  M.D.,  through  James  Brown,  Esq.,  Accountant. 

"  Cas-Chr5m,"  or  Foot  Plough,  from  the  Isle  of  Skye  (see  woodcut 
p.  463).     By  James  Johnstone,  Esq.,  Curator  S.A.  Scot. 
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Mr  Johnstone,  when  on  a  visit  to  Skye  some  years  ago,  saw  a  man 
using  this  very  primitive  implement  of  agriculture,  and  purchased  it. 

This  instrument  of  tillage  is  thus  described  in  the  ^'  Statistical 
Account  of  Scotland,"  published  by  Sir  John  Sinclair,  vol.  vi.  p.  288  : — 
"  The  '  cas-cbrbm,'  or  crooked  foot,  is  a  crooked  piece  of  wood,  the 
lower  end  somewhat  thick,  about  2J  feet  in  length,  pretty  straight, 
and  armed  at  the  end  with  iron,  made  thin  and  square  to  cut  the  earth. 
The  upper  end  of  this  instrument  is  called  the  shaft,  whereas  the  lower 
is  termed  the  head ;  the  shaft  above  the  crook  is  generally  straight, 
being  6  feet  long,  and  tapering  upwards  to  the  end,  which  is  slender ; 
just  below  the  crook  or  angle,  which  is  an  obtuse  one,  there  must  be  a 
hole,  wherein  a  strong  peg  must  be  fixed  for  the  workman's  right  foot, 
in  order  to  push  the  instrument  into  the  earth,  while,  in  the  meantime, 
standing  upon  his  left  foot,  and  holding  the  shaft  firm  with  both  hands, 
when  he  has  in  this  manner  driven  the  head  far  enough  into  the  earth 
with  one  bend  of  his  body,  he  raises  the  clod  by  the  iron-headed  part  of 
his  instrument,  making  use  of  the  heel  or  hind  part  of  the  head  as  a 
fulcrum, — in  so  doing  turns  it  over  always  towards  the  left  hand,  and 
then  proceeds  to  push  for  another  clod  in  the  same  form.  With  all  its 
disadvantages,  the  cas-chr5m  of  all  instruments  is  the  fittest  for  turning 
up  the  ground  in  the  country ;  for  among  so  many  rocks,  a  plough  can 
do  little  or  nothing,  and  where  no  rocks  are,  the  earth  is  commonly  so 
marshy  that  cattle  are  not  able  to  pass  over  it  without  sinking  deep. 
Therefore  it  is  of  pretty  general  use  in  the  Highlands,  and  is  of  great 
antiquity." 

Stone  Urn,  apparently  of  Steatite  (11  inches  diameter,  7J  high),  of 
irregular  shape,  very  similar  to  the  urn  found  in  a  barrow  near  the 
Standing  Stones  of  Stenness,  described  in  the  Proceedings  of  the 
Society,  Vol.  II.,  p.  57,  and  Plate  II.,  but  much  smaller  in  size.  The 
Urn  was  filled  with  calcined  human  bones,  and  was  found  in  the  Island 
of  Eousey,  Orkney ; 

Stone  Ball,  3  inches  in  diameter,  with  two  rudely-cut  grooves  crossing 
each  other  at  right  angles ;  and  a 

Round  stone,  4  inches  in  diameter,  with  a  square  hole  in  the  centre, 
as  if  for  holding  a  spindle — both  found  by  Mr  William  Kemp,  Orphir, 
in  a  weem,  close  to  the  curious  remains  of  the  Girth  House  of  Orphir 


I.bo  ancient  Bir  of  the  Jarls  of  Orkney,  which  is  now  enelosed  i 
churchyard; 

By  David  Balfoor  of  Balfour  and  Tronahie,  Esq.,  F. 

Orkney. 

"Qiiftich"  or  Cup,  of  Ivory  and  Ebony  Staves;  3  inchea 

hound   together  with  Silver  Hoops,  which  was  given  by  Prii 

Stuart,  in  1745,  lo  a  gentleman  in  Forfarshire,  by  whom  it  i 

seated  to  Ihe  late  David  Deuchar,  Moraingside  (see  woodcut); 


Ivory  Snuff-Bos,  Silver  Mounted,  with  Carved  Lid  representing  n 
Mythological  subject,  It  was  presented  by  the  Count  d'Artoie  (afterwards 
('harles  X.  of  France),  while  living  at  Holyrood  in  1796,  to  the  late 
David  Deuchar; 

Palm  Leaf  with  Inscription,  given  to  Major  Deuchar  in  1S20,  by  a 
Brahmin,  IlyJerflbad,  Southern  India; 
By  Captain  Patrick  Deuchak,  R.N. 

Stone,  2  feet  long,  17  inches  broad,  and  2J  inches  thick,  which 
formed  the  end  of  a  Cist  found  in  Cairnbaan,  near  Lochgilphead, 
Argyleshire.  One  side  of  the  Stone  is  ornamented  ^ilb  several  incisetl 
diamond -shaped  figiires,  one  within  the  other.  By  J.  nrciiARDsoN  Smith, 
Esq.,  Achnaber  House,  Argyleshire. 

Small  Iron  Padlock  of  curious  shape ; 

Cast  in  Gutta-Percha  of  a  Circular  Celtic  Brooch,  formerly  in  the 
poBBOSsion  of  Charles  K,  Sharpe,  Esq. ; 

Five  Shilling  Note,  payable  by  John  Bell  &  Co.,  Stirling,  1804 ; 
By  Jambs  Drommond,  Esq.,  E.S.A,,  F.S.A.  Scot, 


ANTIQDARtBS  OF  SCOTLAND. 

Five  Stone  Ballo,  meaBuring  from  4  inches  to  8  inches  ii 

Four  Iron  Balls,  from  2  inches  to  6  inches 
in  diameter; 

Two  Iron  Hatchet  Heads  ; 

Iron  Pike  Head ; 

Iron  Pick-Axe,  broken  ; 

Found  ill  excavating  the  foundations  of 
the  New  Battery  at  Droughty  Castle, 
Fife. 
By  Colonel  C.  F.  Skvrlvo,  Royal  En- 
gineers. 

Silver  Penny  of  Edwanl  II,  By  tbo  Rev. 
Lbonabd  S.  Obse. 

Bronze  Tripod  Veseel,  6  inches  diameter 
at  middle,  11  inches  high,  with  spout;  the 
handle,  portion  of  side,  and  foot  broken  off, 
By  Thodus  JonNBTONB,  Esq.,  F.B.A.  Scot. 

AntJquariflk  Tidsskrift,  1855-57.  8vo. 
KjBbenhavD,  1857-59; 

Notices  of  Works  presented  to  the  Society 
of  Northern  Antiquaries  of  Copenhagen, 
185S-57.     8vo.     Copenhagen,  1858; 

The  Northmen  in  Iceland.  8to.  Copen- 
hagen, 1859 ; 

By  the   Sooutt    of   NoRrHBaN  Asxi- 

4DARIBS, 

There  were  eihihited  two  Illuminated 
Manuscripts  on  Vellum,  by  Thomas  Maokin- 
LAT,  Esq. 

A  CrosB-Bow,  purchased  for  the  Museum, 
found  in  an  underground  passage,  near  the 
outer  wall  of  CraigmiUar  Castle,  was  ako  ex- 
hibited.    (See  woodcut.) 

The  following  Communications  were 
read: — 
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I. 

1.  NOTICE  OF  A  CIST  OPENED  ON  THE  LAND  OF  ROSEISLE,  MORAY- 
SHIRE, IN  MAY  LAST.  2.  NOTICE  OP  PHOTO-ZINCOGRAPHY  AS 
APPLICABLE  TO  REPRESENTATION  OF  MANUSCRIPTS,  SEALS, 
AND  OTHER  OBJECTS  OF  ANTIQUITY.  8.  OF  SOME  EARLY 
NOTICES  OF  WHEEL  CARRIAGES  USED  IN  THE  STREETS  OF 
EDINBURGH.    By  COSMO  INNES,  Esq.,  F.S.A.  Scot. 

In  the  first  of  these  papers,  Mr  Innes  mentioned  that,  chancing  to  he 
in  Elgin  when  Dr  Taylor,  a  learned  and  careful  antiquary,  received 
notice  from  a  farmer  at  Oldtown  of  Eoseisle  of  a  stone  cist  being  dis- 
covered on  his  farm,  he  accompanied  the  doctor  to  inspect  it  (May  9, 
1860).  The  cist  was  of  four  very  solid  slabs,  well  fitted  together,  covered 
by  a  large  round  slab ;  the  dimensions  were  4  feet  by  2  inside ;  3  feet 
deep.  The  fragments  of  a  well-ornamented  urn  were  found  in  the  cist, 
which  have  now  been  joined  together  very  successfully  by  Dr  Taylor. 
A  few  minute  fragments  of  bones,  parts  (very  minute)  of  a  skull,  an 
imperfect  yellow  flint  arrowhead,  were  also  found  inside.  No  marks  of 
fire  are  visible. 

Mr  Innes  afterwards  noticed  the  process  introduced  by  Colonel  James 
in  the  reduction  of  the  Ordnance  maps,  and  read  a  letter  from  that  gentle- 
man, and  showed  some  specimens  of  photo-zincography,  illustrating  its  ap- 
plicability in  the  representation  of  MSS.  Colonel  James  expressed  his 
opinion  that  his  process  was  less  suitable  for  subjects  not  defined  by  lines. 

In  the  third  communication,  Mr  Innes  gave  some  curious  notices  of 
the  sleds  and  wheel  carriages  used  in  Edinburgh  in  the  early  part  and 
middle  of  the  seventeenth  century.  These  were  brought  under  his  notice 
by  an  action  in  the  Court  of  Session  seeking  to  recover  causeway  mail 
from  an  omnibus  proprietor.  There  was  some  information  about  the 
ancient  corporation  of  "  cairters  and  sledders'' — about  the  carriages  of 
old  used  in  our  streets — cairts — sleds — tumbleris — shod  with  iron  or 
unshod,  "  for  spoiling  of  the  calseis" — chaises  used  between  Edinburgh 
and  Leith — the  old  laws  of  stage  coaches  and  hackney  coaches,  <fec. 
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II. 

ON  THE  THULE  OF  THE  ANCIENTS.    By  W.  H.  FOTHERINQHAM,  Esq. 

F.8.A.,  Scot.,  KIRKWALL,  ORKNEY. 

Thule,  or  Ultima  Thule,  has  formed  a  geographical  problem  to  both 
ancient  and  modern  times.  The  account  of  the  original  discovery  is 
lost,  and  what  we  have  is  given  principally  by  authors  who  disbelieved 
the  truth  of  the  discovery.  This  account  is  contradictory  in  some  of  its 
particulars,  in  fairness  to  be  partly  ascribed  to  the  manner  in  which  it 
has  passed  down  to  us ;  but  if  its  truth  be  allowed,  this  problem  may  be 
to  some  extent  satisfactorily,  though  it  never  can  be  certainly  resolved. 

Pjrtheas  of  Marseilles,  a  celebrated  astronomer,  mathematician,  and 
navigator,  of  the  time  of  Alexander  the  Groat,  in  the  fourth  century 
before  Christ,  is  said  to  have  made  a  voyage  from  Marseilles  through  the 
Straits  of  Gibraltar,  along  the  coasts  of  Spain  and  Gaul,  through  the 
British  Channel,  and  along  the  east  side  of  Britain — (introrsus,  inwards, 
Pliny,  4,  16,  30,  quoted  in  Kenrick*s  Phoenicia,  p.  221) — to  its  northern 
extremity ;  thence  sailing  six  days  to  the  north  he  arrived  at  a  land 
to  which  he  gave  the  name  of  Thule,  situated  46,300  stadia  from  the 
Equator.  In  this  country  the  northern  tropic  and  Arctic  circle  were  all 
one.  He  reached  it  at  the  summer  solstice,  when  there  was  no  night,  or 
a  day  of  twenty-four  hours,  and  where  there  is  also  stated  to  be  a  day  of 
six  months,  and  a  night  of  equal  length  at  the  time  of  the  winter  solstice. 
The  inhabitants  of  this  country  bordering  on  the  frozen  zone,  were  des- 
titute of  cultivated  fruits,  and  almost  deprived  of  domestic  animals,  and 
their  food  consisted  of  millet,  herbs,  fruits,  and  roots,  and  when  there 
was  com  and  honey  they  made  drink  of  them.  The  com  was  threshed 
and  stored  in  large  granaries,  threshing  floors  being  useless  on  account 
of  the  rain  and  want  of  sun.  So  Diodorus  Siculus,  B.  v.  cap.  ii.,  tells  of 
the  ancient  Britons :  "  They  dwelt  in  mean  cottages,  covered  for  the 
most  part  with  reeds  or  sticks.  In  reaping  their  com  they  cut  off  the 
ears  from  the  stalk,  and  so  house  them  up  in  repositories  under  ground ; 
thence  they  take  and  pluck  out  the  grains  of  as  many  of  the  oldest  of 
them  as  may  serve  them  for  the  day,  and  after  they  have  bruised  the 
com  make  it  into  bread." 
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In  Thule  and  other  neighbouring  places,  neither  earth,  water,  nor 
air  existed  separately,  but  a  sort  of  concretion  of  all  these,  resembling 
marine  sponge,  in  which  the  earth,  the  sea,  and  all  things  were  suspended. 
Pytheas  made  a  second  voyage  to  the  Baltic,  which  again  is  by  some 
supposed  to  be  a  part  of  this  one,  and  he  gave  an  account  of  his  voyages 
and  travels  in  works  now  lost.  The  preceding  notes  are  taken  from 
Strabo  and  Polybius,  quoted  in  Strabo  (as  the  portion  of  Polybius's 
work  treating  of  Pytheas  is  lost),  and  from  Pliny.  I  see  it  otherwise 
remarked  that  Pytheas,  in  sailing  from  the  north  of  Britain  or  Orcas  to 
Thule,  learned  the  progress  of  the  consecutive  lengthening  and  shorten- 
ing of  the  day.  The  inhabitants  pointed  out  to  him  the  place  of  the 
setting  of  the  sun,  and  assured  him  that  there  were  seasons  when  the 
night  was  continual.  (Pytheas  apud  Gosm.  Indicopl.  11,  p.  149.)  In 
a  work  since  lost,  entitled  "  The  Description  of  the  Ocean,"  Pytheas 
says,  '^  The  barbarians  showed  us  where  the  sun  set.  For  it  happened 
in  those  places  that  the  night  was  extremely  short,  lasting  only  two  or 
three  hours ;  and  the  sun  sunk  under  the  horizon,  after  a  short  interval 
reappeared  at  his  rising."    (Pytheas  apud  Gemin.  5,  p.  22). 

The  account  of  Thule  ascribed  to  Pytheas  is  totally  disbelieved  by  Poly- 
bius and  Strabo,  and  credited,  I  think,  by  Pliny  and  Tacitus,  and  other 
ancient  writers.  In  modem  times  it  is  doubted  by  Dr  Vincent,  entirely 
discredited  by  Bayle,  but  supported  by  Bougainville,  D'Anville,  Huet, 
Murray  of  Goetingen,  Gosseliu,  and  Malte-Brun,  and  I  may  add  a  little 
work  ** Pytheas  de  Marseille,"  written  by  aPolish  geographer, M. Lelewel. 
There  are  in  the  account  of  Pytheas's  discovery  of  Thule  things  difficult 
to  believe,  and  contradictions  difficult,  if  not  impossible  to  reconcile ;  still 
it  appears  to  me  to  carry  scepticism  too  far  to  reject  the  voyage  as  a 
fiction.  The  mention  of  the  Sacred  Cape  in  Portugal,  of  Calbium  in  the 
north-west  of  France,  and  of  the  Island  of  Basilia  or  Baltia,  whence  the 
name  of  the  Baltic  Sea  and  the  Belt  Straits,  has  been  brought  forward  to 
support  the  authenticity  of  the  voyages  of  Pytheas,  while  the  Thule  has 
risen  out  of  it  to  form  the  greatest  geographical  problem  of  antiquity. 

The  first  point  that  arrests  the  attention  of  the  inquirer  is  the  account 
given  of  its  locality.  The  Thule  of  Pytheas  is  said  to  be  46,300  stadia 
from  the  equator,  to  be  bordering  on  the  frozen  zone,  and  to  be  six  days* 
sail  to  the  north  of  Britain.     Now  directly  to  the  north  of  Britain  and 
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its  isles  there  is  do  land ;  but  on  the  north-east  is  Norway,  extending  to 
the  North  Cape  in  71°,  with  a  climate  influenced  by  the  warm  Gulf- 
stream,  and  on  the  north-west  is  Iceland,  lying  between  63°  and  67°; 
and  farther  west  the  coast  of  Greenland,  eternally  frost-bound,  stretch- 
ing past  80°. 

Keverting  to  the  46,300  stadia  by  which  Thule  is  distant  from  the 
equator,  it  has  been  supposed  that  there  were  stadia  of  different  dimen- 
sions in  use  among  the  ancients.  M.  Gosselin  supposes  of  the  largest 
666f  were  equal  to  a  degree  of  the  equator ;  of  a  second,  700 ;  of  a  third, 
833J;  and  of  a  fourth,  1111  J.  Applying  this  to  Pytheas's  account,  we 
should  have  the  latitude  of  Thule — 69°  27'  about  Greenland,  or  towards 
the  North  Cape  in  Norway ;  66°  8*  about  Iceland ;  56°  34'  in  Yutland ; 
and  41°  40*  so  far  south  as  to  be  inapplicable.  However,  Colonel  Leake,  in 
vol.  ix.  of  the  "  London  Geographical  Journal,"  in  a  paper  on  the  Stadium, 
came  to  the  conclusion,  that  in  reality  there  was  only  one  stadium  of 
600  Greek  feet  and  little  more  than  the  600th  part  of  a  degree,  which 
would  have  the  effect  of  throwing  Thule  farther  north. 

As  to  the  length  of  the  day,  Thule  is  stated  to  have  its  longest  day 
six  months,  or  twenty-four  hours,  or  two  or  three  hours  of  night,  giving 
a  day  of  twenty-one  or  twenty-two  hours.  Now  the  day  of  six  months 
is  to  be  found  only  at  the  pole,  of  twenty-four  hours  in  latitude  67°, 
of  twenty  one  or  twenty-two  hours,  65°  and  66°.  Setting  aside  the  polar 
day  of  six  months,  I  may  observe  that,  at  the  summer  solstice  in  Orkney, 
in  Lat.  59°,  where  I  am  writing,  the  night  is  quite  light.  The  day  here 
of  eighteen  and  a  half  hours  is  extended,  in  the  north  of  Zetland,  to 
nineteen  hours,  and  night  can  scarcely  be  said  to  be  there  at  this  season, 
and  no  inference  then  can  be  drawn  from  a  difference  in  the  length  of 
the  day  from  the  nineteen  to  the  twenty-four  hours.  I  have  just  now, 
26th  June,  near  midnight,  taken  Stevenson's  *  Progress  of  Discovery ' 
to  the  window  of  a  room,  in  Which  is  no  light  of  gas  or  candle,  and  have 
been  able  to  read  it.  Some  years  ago  I  used  to  be  engaged  angling 
for  trouts,  and  on  returning  over  the  hills  late  at  night,  or  in  the 
earliest  morning,  I  have  observed  a  ruddy  line  of  light  remaining  in  the 
west  all  the  night,  and  disappearing  only  with  the  livelier  splendours 
of  the  rising  sun.  The  summer  night  is  the  most  charming  thing  in 
Orkney. 
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Thnle  is  also  described  as  being  destitute  of  the  cultivated  fniits,  and 
almost  deprived  of  the  domestic  animals ;  and  the  food  of  the  inhabitants 
consisted  of  millet,  herbs,  fruits,  and  roots.  When  they  had  com  and 
honey  they  made  drink  of  these,  and  the  com  was  thrashed  and  stored 
in  large  granaries,  threshing-floors  being  useless  on  account  of  the  rain 
and  want  of  sun. 

Millet,  com,  and  honey  are  not  products  of  a  country  touching  on  the 
arctic  circle,  with  little  or  no  night  at  the  summer  solstice.  The  con- 
cretion of  the  elements  is  an  exaggerated  account  of  the  fogs  and  other 
incidents  of  a  northern  climate. 

The  name  of  Thule,  to  which  the  epithet  Ultima — a  word  of  apparently 
the  same  signification — ^is  attached,  occurs  in  Yirgirs  Greorgics,  i.  30 : — 
^'  Tibi  serviat  Ultima  Thule."  It  has  had  several  resemblances  and 
derivations  assigned  to  it ;  among  these  the  Arabic  (query  Phoenician) 
TtUe,  signifying  remoteness ;  the  G-reek  rcXo9,  and  Gothic  Tid,  or  Titde, 
a  goal  or  limit. 

In  Norway  we  have  the  district  named  Thele  or  Thelemark  ;  and  in 
Yutland  in  Denmark,  Thyle,  or  Thyland,  or  Thiuland.  Foula,  in  the 
west  of  Shetland,  has  been  supposed  to  have  been  originally  named 
Thule  or  ©ovXrjj  by  a  change  of  the  labial  letter ;  and  in  old  Latin  title- 
deeds  the  island  is  called  Thule ;  but  Foula  really  appears  to  be  simply 
Fougloo,  the  Fowl's  Island — the  name  also  of  the  north-eastem  of  the 
Faroe  Islands. 

Dicuil,  an  Irish  monk,  who,  in  his  work,  "  De  Mensura  Orbis  terras," ' 
to  which  the  date  a.d.  825  has  been  assigned,  notices  the  Thule  of  Pliny 
and  Solinus,  cap.  vii.  §  11,  Nos.  2-5,  and  I  quote  No.  G. 

This  passage  of  Dicuil  I  suppose  to  be  the  first  notice  of  Iceland, 
and  I  give  the  passage  from  the  original : — 

Thule  ultima  in  qua,  aestivo  solstitio  sole  de  Cancri  sidere  faciente 
transitum,  nox  nulla ;  brumali  solstitio,  perinde  nuUus  dies  (Solinus).' 

Trigesimus  nunc  annus  est  a  quo  nuniaverunt  mihi  clerici,  qui,  a 
kalendis  Februarii  usque  kalendas  Augusti,  in  ilia  insula  manserunt 
quod,  non  solum  in  ssstivo  solstitio,  sed  in  diebus  circa  illud,  in  vesper- 
tina  hora,  occidens  sol  abscondit  se  quasi  trans  parvulum  tumulum ;  ita 

1  Edition  Letronne,  Paris,  1814,  p.  88.  *  Solinus,  No.  5,  as  quoted. 
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ut,  Dihil  tenebrarum  in  minimo  spatio  ipso  fiat ;  sed  quicqnid  homo  ope- 
rari  voluerit,  vel  pediculos  de  camisia  abstrahere,  tanqnam  in  pradsentia 
soils  potest;  et,  si  in  altitudine  montium  ejus  fuissent,  forsitan  nun- 
quam  sol  absconderetur  ab  illis.  In  medio  illins  minimi  temporis, 
medium  noctis  fit  in  medio  orbis  terrsd ;  et  sic  puto,  e  contrario  in  hiemali 
solstitio,  et  in  paucis  diebus  circa  illnd,  auraram  in  minimo  spatio  in 
Thule  apparere,  quando  in  medio  meridies  fit  orbis  terras.  Idcirco  men- 
tientes,  falluntur,  qui  circum  earn  concretum  fore  mare  scripserunt,  et 
qui  a  vernali  aBquinoctio  usque  ad  autumnale  continuum  diem  sine  nocte, 
atque  ab  autumnali,  versa  vice,  usque  ad  vemale  squinoctium,  assiduam 
quidem  noctem,  dum  illi  navigantes  in  naturali  tempore  magni  frigoris 
eam  intrabant,  ac  manentes  in  ipsa,  dies  noctesque  semper,  prsBter  sol- 
stitii  tempus,  altematim  babebant,  sed  navigatione  unius  diei  ex  ilia  ad 
boream,  congelatum  mare  invenerunt.^ 

The  Thule  of  Dicuil  is  undoubtedly  Iceland,  as  in  the  immediately 
succeeding  Section  III.,  the  Faroe  Isles  are  those  mentioned.  Dicuil 
tells  of  Iceland,  not  of  his  personal  knowledge,  but  as  related  to  him  by 
religious  men,  clerici  ;  and  we  know  that  the  Norwegians,  who  first  visited 
Iceland  about  a.d.  860,  found  traces  in  the  cantons  of  PapeysB  and 
Papyli,  on  the  east  side,  of  men  called  by  the  Norwegians  papas  or  papas, 
the  Irish  priests,  whom  philologists  find  also  in  Orkney  and  Shetland, 
and  in  the  north  of  Scotland.  This  is  the  first  mention  of  Iceland,  and 
the  date  is  much  the  same  as  that  of  the  charter  (whether  true  or  feigned), 
of  the  creation  of  Hamburg  into  an  archbishoprick,  by  Louis  the  De- 
bonaire,  having  jurisdiction  over  the  churches  of  the  north  of  Europe,  and 
Iceland  and  Greenland,  of  date  833.' 

There  are  several  things  in  this  account  of  Dicuil's  which  correspond 
with  Pytheas's  relation.  The  long  light  is  one ;  but  it  appears  to  me  that 
no  inference  can  be  drawn  further  than  that  the  Thule  of  Pytheas  was 
in  a  northern  latitude,  and,  at  the  summer  solstice,  when  he  found  Thule, 
there  actually  is  no  darkness  from  Orkney  to  the  North  Pole.  I  cannot 
understand  a  country  to  exist  where  a  voyager  would  require  to  have 
pointed  out  to  him  the  place  of  the  sun's  setting,  which  must  either  pro- 

1  A.D.  796,  No.  6. 

'  Adam  of  Bremon,  Hist.  p.  181-2 ;  Lambecii  Origg.  Hamburg.  Quoted  Lotronne 
on  Dicuil,  cap.  vii.  i  8,  p.  141. 
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ceed  from  the  obscurity  caused  by  fogs  and  clouds,  or  the  sun's  constant 
appearance  above  the  horizon. 

The  difficulty  as  to  identifying  Thule  with  Iceland  is,  that  the  voyage 
from  the  north  of  Britain  to  Iceland  at  its  date  was  as  remarkable  and 
as  great  as  that  of  Columbus  when  he  discovered  the  New  World.  Py- 
theas  had  sailed  along  the  east  coast  of  Britain,  and  Iceland  lies  about 
600  miles  to  the  north-west  of  Britain  in  a  different  direction  and  hemi- 
sphere. This  was  a  first  voyage  of  discovery ;  and  leaving  the  coast  of 
Britain  he  entered  the  unknown  Northern  Ocean,  having  in  its  remote 
extremity  a  pavement  of  ice,  some  knowledge  of  which,  with  the  fogs 
incidental  in  northern  latitudes,  may  have  given  birth  to  the  exaggerated 
account  of  a  nature  composed  of  a  jumble  of  the  elements.  I  may 
notice  that  Pytheas,  in  his  voyage  from  Calbium  and  the  north-west  of 
Gaul,  through  the  present  English  Channel,  to  the  south-east  part  of 
Kent  and  England,  sailed  from  west  to  east ;  and,  after  coasting  the  east 
side  of  Britain  to  its  northern  extremity,  were  he  to  have  sailed  to  Ice- 
land, his  course  must  liave  been  changed  from  east  to  west,  as  well  as  to 
the  north,  as  Iceland  is  much  farther  west  than  either  France,  Britain,  or 
Ireland ;  and  a  voyage  from  the  north-west  of  France  to  Iceland  would 
be  shorter  by  the  west  of  Britain  through  St  George's  Channel  to  the 
extreme  north-west,  and  the  questioQ  still  remains — His  return  voyage, 
how  was  it  made?* 

It  seems  difficult  to  admit  that  the  voyage  could  have  been  made  by 
Pytheas  in  six  days,  as  even  at  the  present  day  this  would  be  reckoned 
a  favourable  or  ordinary  one.  Iceland,  however,  produces  no  grain,  and 
fish  forms  a  great  part  of  the  food.  There  are  no  bees  or  honey  there, 
and  it  was  found  uninhabited  in  the  ninth  century  after  Christ  by  the 
Papas,  the  Irish  priests,  and  Norwegian  settlers.  I  have  spoken  of  a 
voyage  to  Iceland  at  that  time  being  remarkable.  It  appears  to  me  as 
bold  as  any  one  in  antiquity. 

^  Voyage  to  Iceland.  Two  enterprising  merchants  of  Kirkwall  wont  in  a  com- 
mercial Bpeculation  from  Kirkwall  to  Reikiavik  in  Iceland  in  1868.  In  their 
passage  they  ignorantly  got  into  a  current  which  set  to  the  south-east,  and  they  had, 
in  consequence,  a  voyage  of  fourteen  days.  They  tell  me  six  days  would  be  an 
ordinary  voyage.  In  their  return  they  were  seven  days.  They  met  with  calms 
and  fogs. 
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Two  coasting  voyages  around  Africa  are  spoken  of.  Hanno,  the  Car- 
thaginian, sailed  from  the  Straits  of  Gibraltar  a  considerable  distance 
to  the  south,  along  the  Atlantic  coast  of  Africa,  at  some  distance  from 
which  the  Canary  or  Fortunate  Islands  were  discovered,  and  peopled  by 
the  Carthaginians.  Ilimilco  sailed  from  Carthage,  coasting  the  Atlantic 
shores  of  Hispania  and  'Gaul,  and  proceeded  to  the  Tin  Islands  of 
Scilly,  and  the  southern  parts  of  Albion  and  lerne.  Nearchus  sailed 
down  the  Indus  along  the  barren  coast  of  Persia  to  the  Persian  Gulf. 
These  were  all  coasting  voyages,  but  the  voyage  from  Britain  to  Iceland 
was  leaving  the  land  and  sailing  six  hundred  miles  of  an  unknown  sea 
to  an  island  in  the  Western  Hemisphere,  which  includes  the  American 
Continent. 

Thule  has  been  also  said  to  be  in  Norway,  where  Thele  is,  which 
extends  from  58°  at  the  Naize,  the  entrance  to  the  Baltic,  to  71°  at  the 
North  Cape ;  and  Pytheas  might  have  gone  there  by  the  Orkneys  and 
Shetland  isles,  which  would  diminish  the  distance  of  open  sea. 

Malte-Brun,  the  celebrated  geographer,  places  Thule  in  Yutland,  in 
Denmark,  the  country  of  his  birth.  "  The  description  of  the  nature  of 
the  country,"  he  says,  "  presents  the  most  striking  truth.  The  sandy 
downs  of  Yutland,  its  hillocks  moving  at  the  will  of  the  impetuous 
winds,  its  marshes  covered  by  a  crust  of  sand,  in  which  the  imprudent 
traveller  is  swallowed  up ;  in  fine,  the  fogs  of  a  particular  kind,  which 
infest  this  country ;  these  are  the  phenomena  which  made  Pytheas  say 
that  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Thule,  the  sea,  the  air,  and  the  earth, 
seem  to  be  jumbled  in  one  sole  element.  The  night  reduced  often  to 
two  or  three  hours  by  long  twilights.  The  cultivation  of  millet  in  the 
north,  and  wheat  in  the  south,  the  abundance  of  honey,  the  use  of  mead, 
the  custom  of  drying  com  in  vast  barns ;  all  this  picture  of  Thule  drawn 
by  Pytheas  agrees  remarkably  with  the  west  coast  of  Yutland."  *  The 
great  objection,  however,  to  identifying  Yutland  with  Thule  is  its 
position.  It  lies  to  the  south  of  the  north  part  of  Britain,  and  we  are 
told  Pytheas  sailed  six  days  to  the  north  of  Britain  when  he  discovered 
Thule.  To  get  the  better  of  this  objection,  Mr  Stevenson,  in  his 
**  Historical  Sketch  of  the  Progress  of  Discovery,"  pp.  53-58,  suggests 

^  Malte-Brun,  Precis  Geograph.,  t.  i.  p.  102,  2d  cd. 
VOIi.  IH.  PAKT  III.  2  L 
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that  Pytheas  left  the  coast  of  Britain  at  that  part  of  Norfolk  where  it 
bends  in  and  forms  the  gulf  called  the  Wash.  Following  the  same  idea, 
Pytheas  may  have  coasted  Britain  farther  north  to  Kinnaird's  Head, 
near  Peterhead,  where  the  coast  bends  still  more.  Thence,  sailing  nearly 
due  east,  he  would  have  fallen  on  Yutland,  and  to  the  north-east  on  the 
coast  of  Norway.  It  must  not  be  forgotten,  hbwever,  that  he  is  stated 
to  have  sailed  to  the  north  of  Britain. 

About  500  years  after  Pytheas,  a  Boman  fleet  sailed  to  the  north- 
ward of  Britain.  Agricola,  the  governor  of  Britain,  in  his  sixth  cam- 
paign in  Scotland,  in  the  year  a.d.  84,  after  the  famous  battle  of  the 
Grampians  against  the  British  tribes  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
Firth  of  Forth,  on  his  victory  sent  the  Boman  fleet,  it  is  supposed,  from 
the  Firth  of  Forth  north  by  the  east  coast  with  instructions  to  make 
the  circuit  of  Britain.  In  this  voyage  the  Bomans  discovered  and 
subdued  Orkney  and  beheld  Thule,  till  that  time  hidden  by  the  snows 
and  winter,  and  surrounded  by  a  sluggish  sea  heavy  to  rowers.  "  Mare 
pigrum  et  grave  remigantibus."  (Tacit.  Vit.  Agricolae,  10.)  This  land, 
supposed  by  the  Romans  to  be  the  Thule  of  Pytheas,  is  undoubtedly 
Shetland.  The  distance  between  the  nearest  points  of  Orkney  and 
Shetland,  North  Roualdshay,  in  the  north-east  of  Orkney,  and  Fitful 
Head,  in  the  south  of  Shetland,  is  about  fifty  miles,  aud  the  Fair  Isle 
lies  half  way  between  the  two  clusters  of  ij>lands.  The  Bomans  coming 
from  the  south-east  could  have  seen  the  Fair  Isle,  and  the  mainland  of 
Shetland  and  Foula  more  distant.  When  the  atmosphere  is  clear  there 
is  to  be  seen  from  North  Bonaldshay  the  mainland  of  Shetland  at  Sum- 
burgh  or  Fitful  Heads,  and  the  island  of  Foula  farther  to  the  north-west. 
Shetland  would  therefore  appear  to  have  been  the  Thule  of  Pytheas, 
according  to  Tacitus  and  Pliny,  and  at  a  later  period,  also,  according  to 
Ptolemy. 

Procopius,  who  lived  in  the  sixth  century  after  Christ,  gave  the  name 
of  Thule  to  the  Scandinavian  peninsula,  and  the  word  Thule  seems  to 
have  become  synonymous  with  the  remotest  land. 

In  modern  times  the  two  great  French  geographers,  D'Anville  and 
Gosselin,  have  agreed  in  finding  the  Thule  of  Pytheas  in  the  Shetland 
Islands.  A  difficulty  here  arises  in  the  six  days*  sail  to  the  north  of 
Britain  and  the  position  of  Shetland.     To  obviate  this  difficulty,  both 
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geographers  mention  that  Pytheas,  in  sailing  from  Gades  or  Cadiz  to 
the  Sacred  Cape,  or  Cape  St  Vincent,  following  the  bends  of  the  coast, 
occupied  five  days.  The  distance,  in  a  straight  line,  is  stated  by 
D'Anville  at  42  leagues ;  but  following  the  bends  of  the  coast  47  leagues, 
or  141  geographical  miles  of  GO  to  the  degree.  This  would  make  the 
day's  sail  28^  geographical  miles.  Gosselin  estimates  the  same  distance, 
following  the  sinuosities  of  the  coast,  at  56  leagues,  or  168  geographical 
miles,  which  would  make  the  day's  sail  33f  miles.  The  same  rate  of 
sailing  to  the  north  of  Britain  for  six  days  would  extend  to  170  or  201  f 
geographical  miles. 

I  shall  now  note  the  positions  of  some  places  in  Scotland  in  connec- 
tion with  this  question  : — 

Kinnaird's  Head,  57°  41'  N.  lat.,  V  58'  W.  long.,  Greenwich ; 

Duncansby  Head,  58°  38'  N.  lat.,  2°  33'  W.  long. ; 

Dunnet  Head,  58°  40'  N.  lat.,  3°  21'  W.  long. ; 

Orkney  lies  between  58°  43'  and  59°  24'  N.  lat.  and  2°  22''  and  3°  2G' 

W.  long. ; 
Shetland  lies  between  59°  5'  and  60°  50'  N.  lat.  and  0°  44'  and  1°  44' 

W.  long. 

Kinnaird's  Head  is  the  south-east  point  of  the  Moray  Firth,  where  the 
coast  trends  due  west.  The  distance  from  Kinnaird's  Head  to  Fort 
George,  in  the  county  of  Nairn,  due  west,  is  70  geographical  miles ;  and 
from  Fort  George  to  Duncansby  Head,  the  most  north-easterly  point  of 
Caithness  and  Scotland,  is  about  the  same  distance  in  a  straight-line 
course  north-by-east;  and  the  distance  from  Kinnaird's  Head  in  a  straight- 
line  course  north-west  to  Duncansby  Head,  is  also  about  70  miles. 
Taking  the  firths  of  Beauly,  Cromarty,  and  Dornoch,  and  the  other  de- 
flections of  the  coast,  a  voyager  coasting  would  have  a  much  longer 
route.  The  distance  from  Duncansby  Head  along  the  coast  of  Orkney 
to  the  south  of  Shetland  is  about  110  geographical  miles  in  a  direct  line 
north-east  course.  Shetland  extends  south  to  north  about  a  degree,  or 
60  geographical  miles.  The  distance  from  Kinnaird's  Head,  direct  to 
the  south  of  Shetland,  course  due  north,  will  be  120  geographical  miles, 
and  to  its  northern  extremity  180  miles.  Keeping  in  view  the  difference 
between  the  direct  distance  and  the  addition  that  would  be  made  by  a 

2l2 
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voyager  in  an  unknown  sea,  with  "  pigram  mare  et  grave  remigantibos/' 
the  strong  tides,  calms,  and  fogs,  I  do  not  think  a  space  of  six  days  can 
be  improperly  assigned  to  a  voyage  from  the  north  of  Britain  to  a  part 
most  likely  the  extreme  north  of  Shetland,  and  altogether,  "  I  am  led 
to  believe  that  Shetland  is  the  Thule  of  Pytheas." 

Orkney  was  certainly  visited,  but  Shetland  separated  from  it  by  a 
channel  of  fifty  miles,  with  the  Fair  Isle  half-way  between  them,  is  the 
Thnle,  the  ultima,  the  farthest.  The  Fair  Isle  always,  and  the  main- 
land of  Shetland  at  Fitful  Head  and  Foula  in  a  clear  day,  are  to  be  seen 
from  the  north  of  Orkney. 

If  Norway  were  to  be  assumed  to  be  the  Thule  of  the  Marseillian 
navigators,  it  might  have  been  approached  from  Einnaird's  Head  by  a 
direct  course  north-east,  about  250  geographical  miles.  A  little  farther 
distant  from  Duncansby  Head  and  from  Shetland,  the  opposite  coast  of 
Norway  lying  in  longitude  5°  east,  the  distance  is  reduced  to  200 
geographical  miles.  The  west  coast  of  Yutland  is  in  8^  east  longitude. 
As  to  Iceland,  the  course  would  appear  to  be  from  Cape  Orcas,  or  Dunnet 
Head,  through  the  Pentland  Firth  by  the  west  of  Orkney,  leaving  the 
laud  entirely.  This  I  cannot  believe  in  a  voyage  of  discovery,  quitting 
the  field  of  present  discovery  and  entering  on  an  unknown  ocean  without 
any  previous  information.  It  does  appear  to  me,  likewise,  that  six  days 
would  scarcely  allow  sufficient  time  for  the  voyage  to  Norway  by  Orkney 
and  Shetland. 

Pytheas  is  said,  either  in  this  voyage  or  in  a  second,  to  have  gone  to 
the  Baltic,  where  he  came  to  a  bay  called  Mentonomon,  on  whose  shores 
lived  a  people  called  Guttones,  and  at  a  day's  journey  from  which  was 
an  island  called  Abalus,  Basilia,  or  Baltia,  whence  the  Baltic  or  White 
Sea,  also  the  straits  of  the  two  Belts ;  and  on  the  shores  of  this  island 
amber  was  found.  This  bay  is  now  identified  with  the  Frische  and 
Curish  Haaf  on  the  Prussian  coast.  If  there  is  only  one  voyage,  I 
would  hazard  as  a  probable  opinion,  that,  instead  of  returning  back  from 
the  north  to  the  south-east  point  of  Britain,  and  thence  crossing  to  the 
Continent,  and  going  north  by  the  west  side  of  Europe  to  the  Baltic, 
Pytheas  would  cross  the  German  Ocean  from  Shetland  to  Norway,  and 
on  his  return  visit  Norway  and  Yutland  as  well  as  the  Baltic. 

On  reviewing  the  whole  subject  a  choice  of  difficulties  presents  itself. 
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Tbe  otiginnl  Tliule  of  Pytbcae  lias  been  believed  by  various  autliors  to  be 
iuelaud ;  the  inaiuland  of  Shetland,  ot  the  leland  of  Fuula ;  Tbele,  or 
Tbelemark,  in  Norway  ;  and  Thy,  or  Thyland,  or  Tbiulland  in  Yutland, 
in  Denmark. 

Thiile  wae  discovered  at  the  euninier  Boletice,  2lBt  June,  after  six 
days'  sailing  to  the  north  of  Britain,  and  eaid  to  be  46,300  stadia  from 
the  equator.  Were  the  length  of  the  stadium  known,  we  might  bo 
enabled  to  arrive  at  the  surest  conclusion  ;  but  this  very  case  shows  most 
clearly,  that  bo  far  from  the  size  of  the  stadium  being  distinctly  ascer- 
tained, geograjibers  have  estimated  different  numbers  of  stadia  in  a 
degree,  seemingly  to  suit  preconceived  opinioos,  so  that  a  conclusion 
cannot  be  deduced  from  the  measurement  of  Pytheas.  As  little  can  be 
inferred  from  tho  hours  of  light  in  the  day.  At  the  time  of  the  summer 
solstice  there  is  actually  no  darkness  during  the  twenty-four  hours  from 
Orkney  to  the  North  Pole ;  and  when  anlronomera  assign  lo  Orkney  a 
longest  day  of  eighteen  and  a  half  hours,  and  to  the  north  of  Shetland 
an  increase  to  nineteen  hours,  this  length  of  day  is  ascertained  from 
mathematical  calculation,  and  might  have  been  so  dune  by  Pytheas 
as  readily  as  by  a  geographer  of  the  present  time.  The  day  of  six 
months,  and  equal  length  of  night  at  tho  Pole,  can  only  be  ascer- 
tained by  calculation.  At  this  same  time,  Nearchus,  who  sailed  with 
the  Grecian  fleet  of  Alexander  the  Great  from  the  river  Indus  to  the 
Persian  Gulf,  relates,  that  when  in  a  part  of  his  voyage  he  stood 
out  to  sea  a  considerable  way  to  the  south,  the  sun  was  vertical  and 
cast  no  siiadow — really  a  fiction,  since  he  never  was  within  less  dis- 
tance than  25"  of  the  equator;  but  as  remarked  by  the  geographer 
Coolcy,'  like  the  relations  of  Pytheas,  it  serves  to  show  how  speculation 
may  sometimes  outstrip  experience  in  the  discovery  of  tmtb,  since  we 
find  that  the  most  striking  celestial  phenomena  of  the  arctic  and  equa- 
torial regions  were  justly  described  by  Grecian  navigators  long  before 
they  had  ever  seen  them.  That  Pytheas  ever  related  the  extravagance 
that  barbarians  pointed  out  to  him  the  place  where  the  sun  set,  I  doubt 
very  much ;  and  feel  surprised  that  a  disbeliever  in  Pytheas,  the  great 
critic  Bayle,  should  remark  this  might  very  well  be,  and  am  inclined 

'  Histury  of  MaritiioB  and  Inkud  Itiscorory.  fiy  W.  Desborougb  Coole^.  Vol.i. 
p.  61. 
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to  assign  it  to  the  two  writers  who  have  transmitted  it  down.  Cosmos 
Indicopleustes  and  Greminus,  rather  than  to  Pytheas  or  his  lost 
works. 

Thule  was  discovered  after  sailing  six  days  to  the  north  of  Britain. 
If  Pytheas  was  occupied  five  days  in  following  the  coast  from  Oades 
to  the  Sacred  Cape,  six  days  would  not  be  too  many  for  a  navigation 
among  the  islands  forming  the  two  clusters  of  Orkney  and  Shetland, 
with  their  strong  tides,  and  other  difficulties  attending  a  navigation 
through  northern  islands  seen  for  the  first  time  by  mariners  from  the 
tideless  Mediterranean,  and  the  clearer  atmosphere  of  the  south. 

The  chaotic  representation  of  the  country  I  can  only  account  for  as 
exaggerated  speculation,  based  on  the  tides  and  currents,  shoals,  sand- 
banks, skerries  and  holms,  the  thick  mists,  rains,  and  snow  (the  nix  et 
htems  applied  by  Tetcitus  afterwards  to  the  same  regions),  refraction 
among  islands,  and  other  incidents  connected  with  a  northern  cluster  of 
islands. 

The  food  in  Thule  is  very  much  what  Diodorus  Siculus  gives  for 
Britain,  and  agrees  with  that  stated  by  Malte  Brun  for  his  Thule  in 
Yutland.  In  Iceland  fish  is  tlie  great  food,  and  it  forms  also  in  Shetland 
a  great  part.  It  is  extremely  doubtful  if  either  Orkney  or  Shetland 
were  inhabited  at  this  early  period  ;  but  still  their  position  to  the  north 
of  Britain,  and  the  distance  of  Iceland  on  the  one  hand,  with  the  ex- 
panse of  unknown  sea  and  change  of  direction  in  sailing  to  it ;  and  on 
the  other  also,  a  distance  of  open  sea,  to  Norway,  and  to  Thiuland  in  Yut- 
land,  the  nature  and  peculiarities  of  which  have  been  shown  to  approach 
to  the  Thuliau  chaos ;  their  position  seems,  therefore,  a  leading  point  to 
which  everything  else  is  subordinate  in  this  voyage  of  first  discovery ; 
and  the  most  reasonable  inference  to  be  drawn  is,  that  these  islands  at 
the  north  of  Britain  were  the  limits  of  the  discoveries  made  by  Pytheas, 
and  that  he  gave  to  Shetland  the  name  of  Thule,  the  farthest  land. 
Five  hundred  years  afterwards,  as  has  been  already  stated,  the  Eoman 
fleet,  under  the  orders  of  Agricola,  making  a  circuit  of  Britain,  dis- 
covered, or  re-discovered  Orkney  ;  and  Thule  also  was  seen  by  them,  in 
the  midst  of  snow  and  winter.  The  land  which  they  believed  to  be  Thule, 
was  therefore  undoubtedly  Shetland.  Afterwards  Norway  and  the  Scan- 
dinavian peninsula  had  this  name  assigned  to  it,  which  became  synony- 
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mous  with  what  appears  to  be  its  most  certain  meaning — the  farthest 
land. 

In  conclusion,  I  may  mention  a  very  remarkable  speculation  belonging 
to  the  age  of  Pytheas.  The  philosopher  Aristotle  was  a  great  geogra- 
pher ;  and  reasoning  on  the  earth  being  a  globe,  he  observed  that  the 
coast  of  Spain  could  not  be  far  distant  from  India,  and  suggested  the 
voyage  across  the  Atlantic,  made  by  Columbus  eighteen  centuries  after. 
This  appears  to  me  one  of  the  boldest  and  happiest  speculations  of  all 
times,  and  of  itself  sufficient  to  stamp  as  a  man  of  genius  this  great  man, 
distinguished  by  a  pre-eminence  in  so  many  branches  of  philosophy  and 
science. 


III. 


NOTICE  OF  COFFINS  (FORMED  OF  STONE  SLABS)  FOUND  ON  THE 
FARM  OF  MILTON.  HADDINGTONSHIRE.  By  Me  W.  T.  M*CULL0CH, 
Keeper  of  the  Museum. 

The  Burial  Knowe,  where  the  stone  cists  were  found,  is  situated  on 
the  farm  of  Milton,  in  the  parish  of  Salton,  Haddingtonshire,  and  lies 
about  a  mile  south  from  Salton  Hall,  the  residence  of  the  family  of 
Fletcher,  the  proprietors ;  and  it  was  from  this  farm  that  Andrew 
Fletcher,  who  was  Lord  Justice-Clerk  from  1735  to  1748,  took  his  title 
of  Lord  Milton,  when  raised  to  the  bench  in  1724. 

The  Knowe,  which  is  of  sandy  soil,  rises  by  a  gentle  slope  from  the 
bed  of  a  small  stream,  formed  by  the  union  of  the  Kinchie  Burn  and 
Humbie  Water.  In  the  course  of  removing  sand  for  building  purposes, 
several  stone  cists  or  coffins  were  found ;  and  this  circumstance  being 
brought  under  the  notice  of  the  Society,  I  was  requested  to  make  a  per- 
sonal inspection  of  the  cists,  and  the  place  where  they  were  discovered. 
Accordingly  I  proceeded  to  Milton,  in  company  with  the  Rev.  John 
Struthers,  minister  of  Prestonpans,  and  James  Mollis,  Esq.,  both  mem- 
bers of  thu  Society.  On  arriving  at  the  sand-pit,  we  had  no  difficulty  in 
finding  what  we  were  in  search  of ;  for  in  the  course  of  the  removal  of 
the  sand,  a  slab  had  dropt  down,  leaving  the  end  of  a  cist  exposed. 
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We  commenced  operations  by  clearing  away  the  sand  which  coYeied  the 
top  of  the  grave,  to  a  depth  of  nearly  three  feet.  Upon  raising  the 
flags  which  formed  the  lid,  a  firm  bed  of  sand  presented  itself,  which 
had  no  doubt  percolated  through  between  the  edges  of  the  undressed 
slabs  of  stone.  This  sand  having  been  cleared  away,  a  human  skeleton 
was  seen  lying  on  its  back,  and  extended  at  full  length.  The  bones 
were  very  soft  and  brittle.  The  skull,  portions  of  which  are  now  on  the 
table,  had  fallen  on  the  breast.  The  cist  was  formed  of  undressed  flags, 
nearly  2^  inches  thick,  of  mountain  limestone,  which  occurs  in  the  imme* 
diate  neighbourhood.  The  length  outside  was  6  feet ;  the  breadth  at  the 
head  18  inches,  and  at  the  foot  12  inches ;  the  depth,  which  was  uniform, 
being  12  inches ;  three  slabs  formed  the  bottom,  three  each  side,  and 
one  each  end ;  the  direction  in  which  the  cist  lay  being  due  east  and 
west,  or  very  nearly  so,  with  the  head  at  the  west  end. 

We  next  proceeded  to  open  another  cist,  which  was  seen  cropping 
out  a  few  feet  below  the  level  of  the  former  one,  on  the  slope  of  the  hill. 
When  the  sand  was  cleared  away,  and  the  covering  stones  lifted  off,  it 
was  found  to  be  filled  with  sand,  which  was  carefully  removed,  but 
nothing  was  found  to  indicate  that  a  body  had  ever  been  deposited  there, 
although,  as  to  structure,  it  was  in  every  respect  the  same  as  the  other. 

To  test  if  there  were  any  other  coflins,  a  spot  was  selected,  about 
two  feet  farther  up  the  hill,  and  straight  above  the  cist  first  examined. 
After  digging  down  between  two  and  three  feet  we  struck  upon  one ;  and 
after  the  sand  which  filled  it  was  cleared  away,  a  skeleton  was  found,  dis- 
posed in  the  same  manner  as  that  in  the  first  coffin  opened.  In  attempt- 
ing to  remove  the  skull,  it  fell  to  pieces.  These  are  now  before  you. 
This  coffin  measured  6  feet  7  inches  in  length,  18  inches  in  breadth  at 
the  head,  and  only  8  inches  at  the  foot ;  the  sides  were  15  inches  deep 
at  the  head  and  7  inches  at  the  foot,  all  inside  measure.  The  position 
of  the  body  was  the  same  as  in  the  first  cist. 

How  the  Burial  Knowe  came  to  be  so  designated  no  one  in  the  locality 
can  tell,  not  even  the  oldest  inhabitant.  There  is  a  floating  tradition 
that  a  battle  was  fought  there  with  the  Danes.  The  graves,  however,  do 
not  appear  to  be  those  of  men  slain  in  battle.  The  manner  in  which 
the  bodies  have  been  disposed,  the  careful  formation  of  the  cists,  as  well 
as  the  fact  that  some  time  ago  a  small  coffin  was  found  amongst  them. 
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containing  the  body  of  a  child,  preclude  that  idea.  Indeed,  there  can 
be  little  doubt  that  this  place  is,  as  its  name  implies,  a  burial  knowe  or 
hill,  or  old  cemetery.  "What  people  used  it  as  such  is  a  question  replete 
with  interest. 

Similar  interments  are  found  to  have  been  made  not  only  in  the  dis- 
trict near  Milton,  such  as  at  North  Berwick,  Gosford,  and  Cockenzie, 
but  also  in  other  parts  of  the  country.  In  a  grave  at  Cockenzie  there 
was  found  in  1849  an  iron  key,  preserved  in  the  Museum  of  the  Society, 
and  now  exhibited.  At  Cramond  there  were  discovered  in  1822  twenty- 
^  four  stone  coffins,  arranged  in  regular  rows,  and  curious  enough,  in  one 
of  them  was  found  an  iron  key  very  like  the  one  found  at  Cockenzie. 
An  account  of  the  discovery,  and  a  drawing  of  the  key,  is  given  in  the 
"  Archaeologia  Scotica,"  vol.  iii.  p.  40.  At  Old  Haaks,  Fifeness,  a  group 
of  thirty  coffins,  ranged  in  two  parallel  rows,  was  discovered  in  1829. 
No  ornaments  were  found  in  any  of  these  coffins.  Notices  of  others 
found  at  Ardyne,  Argyleshire,  at  Largo,  and  also  in  Sutherlandshire,  are 
detailed  in  the  Society's  Proceedings. 

Cemeteries  similar  to  that  at  Milton  have  been  found  in  various  places 
in  England,  and  are  described  in  the  "  Crania  Britannica"  of  Drs  Davis 
and  Thumam.  They  are  assigned  by  English  antiquaries  to  the  Anglo- 
Saxon  period,  and  range,  as  to  date,  from  the  sixth  to  the  tenth  centuries. 
The  graves  in  which  ornaments  or  weapons  are  found  are  ascribed  to  the 
earlier,  and  those  in  which  no  relics  are  found  to  the  later  part  of  that 
period.  All  those  groups  of  bodies  disposed  east  and  west  are  held  to 
have  been  buried  after  the  introduction  of  Christianity. 

The  graves  at  Milton  correspond  in  structure  to  those  found  in  Anglo- 
Saxon  cemeteries  in  England.  They  were  disposed  east  and  west ;  and 
in  neither  of  the  cists  opened  by  us,  nor  in  any  of  those  opened  by  the 
work-people  digging  out  the  sand  for  building  purposes,  were  any  relics 
found.  It  is  therefore  not  improbable  that  the  graves  in  the  Burial 
Knowe  at  Milton  are  not  of  higher  antiquity  than  the  latest  of  those  of 
the  Anglo-Saxon  period  found  in  England. 

The  best  thanks  of  the  Society  are  due  to  the  Bev.  Mr  Struthers  and 
Mr  Mollis  for  their  assistance  at  the  exploration ;  to  Mr  Milne,  the 
tenant  of  Milton,  for  permission  to  make  the  excavations ;  and  to  Mrs 
Bait  of  Lampoch wells,  who  communicated  to  the  Society  the  discovery 
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of  the  graves,  and  also  kindly  fornished  asstetaace  in  making  tlic 
diggings  required. 

A  vote  or  thanks  was  given  to  the  OmcE-ISEARBtts,  and  the  9 
udJDUrned  to  the  commencement  of  next  vrinter  ee«eion. 
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Black  (D.  D.),  Donation  of  Wooden  Snuff- Mill  or  Grater, 

"  Blndie  *'  Banner,  Notice  of  the  Covenanters', 

Boar*8  Tusk,  found  in  an  Urn  at  Rath  en,  Aberdeenshire,  Donation  of, 

Boece,  Relation  of  the  Dedication  of  the  Church  of  St  Olaus, 

Bog-butter,  Notice  of  a  Barrel  of,  found  in  Skye, 

Bohemian  Nobles*  Protest  against  the  Burning  of  John  Huss,  Notice  of, 

Bombay  Greographical  Society,  Donation  from,        ... 

Bones,  &c.,  found  at  the  Laws  Hill,  Dundee,  .  .  .  , 

^— ^—  found  in  a  Cist  at  Lundin,  Donation  of,      . 

of  a  Child  found  in  a  Cairn  at  Roseisle, 

Bone  Comb,  Pin,  Knife,  &c.,  from  a  "Pict*s  House**  in  Uist,  Donation  of, 
Implements,  Fishing  Hooks,  &c..  Donation  of,       . 
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68 

374 
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Bonkil,  in  the  Merse,  Notice  of  the  Family  of,       .  .  .  .        12, 14 

Books,  Donations  of,    .     26,  36,  69,  81. 110,  122, 128,  169,  160,  183,  184,  208,  212, 

236,  340,  362,  364,  366,  407,  440,  463,  489. 
Bothan  or  Bee-hive  Houses,  in  Harris,  the  Lewis,  and  St  Kilda,  Notice 

of, 127,206,226 
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69 
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308 

484 

28 
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286 

889 
245 
889 
485 
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862 
406 
464 
404 


Botfield  (Beriah),  Donation  of  Books  from, 

Bothwell  Bridge,  Notice  of  Banners  used  by  the  Covenanters  at, 

Bothwell,  Notices  of  the  Earls  of,   . 

Boucher  de  Perthes  (M.),  Donation  of  Books  from, 

Boyd  (Mrs),  Donation  of  Burmese  MSS., 

Boyd  (Thomas),  Master  of,  Notice  respecting, 

Boyd  (William),  Donation  of  an  Iron  Oil  Lamp  or  Crusie, 

Brady  (John),  Archdeacon,  Provost  of  Trinity  College, 

Brash  (Richard  R.),  on  the  Round  Tower  of  Abemethy,    . 

Brass  Cruet  from  Dunfermline  Abbey,  Donation  of, 

Brechin,  Remarks  on  the  Round  Tower  at, 

Brisbane  (Sir  Thomas  M.),  Bart.,  Reminiscences  of.  Donation  of 

Bronze  Armlet  found  in  Kirkcudbright,  Donation  of, 

Brooch.     See  Brooch. 

•^— —  Candlestick  found  at  Kinnoul,  Donation  of, 
.1  Celts,  found  in  Banffshire,  Donation  of,     . 

■■  Celt,  from  Brittany,  Donation  of,    . 

Celt,  from  Ireland,  Donation  of,     . 

Oeli,  found  in  Sutherlandshire,  Donation  of, 

or  Spear  Head,  found  near  Ardoch,  Donation  of, 
ftf  »  Hone.  Donation  of, 

^seof,  . 

ticchaute,  &c.,  Donation  of, 
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Bronze  Medals.    See  MedalB. 

Relics  found  at  the  Laws  Hill,  Dundee,     .... 

Sword,  Spear-liead,  and  Pin,  Jewelled  Spur,  ftc.,  found  in  the 

Isle  of  Skye,  Notice  of,  ... 

Sword  Scabbard  in  the  Mosonm,  Notice  of, 

Tore  in  the  Museum,  Notice  of,      , 

Tripod  Vessel,  Donation  of,  ... 

Vessels  found  near  Balgonie  House,  Donation  of  . 

Vessels,  &c.,  found  at  Denny,  Stirlingshire,  Donation  of, 

Vessel  found  at  Hexham,   Notice    and  Donation  of    Cast  of 

Inscription  on  a, 

Wrestler's  Ring  from  Italy,  Donation  of,    . 

Brooch  (Bronze)  from  the  breast  of  a  Skeleton  found  at  Dundee,  Dona 

tion  of,  . 

found  in  Uist,  Donation  of,  ... 

Donation  of  Silver  and  Bronze, 

Donation  of  a  Cast  of  a  Bronze, 

Broughty  Castlo,  Donation  of  a  View  of,  on  an  Oak  Panel, 

Brown  (A.  Denniston),  Donation  of  the  History  of  Dumbartonshire, 

Brown  (J.  L.),  M  D.,  Donation  of  an  Oak  Charter- Chest,  . 

Brown  (Rev.  Peter),  Donation  of  the  History  of  Cambusnethan, 

Bruce  (Alex.),  Donation  of  Bone  Implements,  &c.,  from  Davis'  Strait, 

Bruce  (Sir  William),  of  Balcaskie,  Notice  of  a  Volume  of  his  Accounts,  &c 

Bryce  (Thomas),  Donation  of  a  Series  of  Qun-Locks.  &c., 

Bryson  (Alex.),  Notes  on  Clock  and  Watch-Making, 

Buccleuch  (Duke  of).  Donation  of  a  Cast  of  an  Inscribed  Stone  at  Yarrow 

Buisk  (A.  W.),  Donation  of  Stone  Celt,  and  Arrow-head  from  Canada, 

Burg  of  Mousa,  Notices  of  the,  ..... 

at  South  Uist,  Notice  of,     . 

Burmese  Manuscripts,  Donation  of,  ...  . 

Burns  (Robert),  Autograph  Address  to  R.  Graham  of  Fintry,  exhibited, 

Donation  and  Notice  of  a  Pair  of  Pistols  which  belonged  to, 

Bute,  Notice  respecting  two  Crannoges  in  the  Isle  of, 
Notice  of  a  Cairn  in  the  Isle  of,       . 

CsBsar  (Julius),  Donation  of  a  Marble  Bust  of, 

Cairn  Conau,  Forfarshire,  Notice  of  Underground  Chambers  ut,   . 

Cairn  in  tlie  Isle  of  Bute,  Notice  of,  . 

on  the  High  Law,  Cruden,  Notice  of,  . 

at  Newgrange,  Notice  of,    . 
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Cairn  at  Roseisle  and  InTerngie,  Notice  of  the  Excavation  of  a. 

and  Stone  Circles  at  Clava,  Notice  of, 

at  Hnntiscarth,  Notice  of  the  Opening  of  a, 

Callemish,  in  the  Lewis,  Notice  of  Stone  Circle  at,  .  110,  11 

Donation  of  Charcoal  found  at, 

Cambrian  Archaeological  Association,  Donation  from  the. 
Canadian  Institute,  Donation  from  the, 
Candlestick,  Bronze,  found  at  Kinnoul,  Donation  of. 
Cannon  (Brass),  found  near  Wemyss  Castle,  Donation  of, 

Model  of  Mom  Meg^  Donation  of,     . 

Canute  FV".,  King  of  Denmark,  Notice  of,  . 
Cas-chrom,  or  Foot-plough,  Donation  and  Notice  of  a, 
"  Catrail,"  Notice  respecting  the  Barrier  called  the, 

Donation  of  Sketch  Map  of, 

Celtic  Races,  Notice  of  the, 

Celts.    See  Bronze  ;  also  Stone. 

Chain  Armour  found  at  Old  Liston,  Donation  of  a  portion  of, 

Armour,  Donation  of  a  Suit  of  Indian, 

Chain,  Donation  of  a  Gold,  found  at  Holyrood, 

Donation  of  Silver,  found  in  Orkney, 

Chalmers  (Andrew),  Papers  relative  to  Edinburgh,  Donation  of, 
Chalmers  (George),  Note  respecting  Crannoge  in  Bute,     . 

on  the  Catrail,         ..... 

Chalmers  (John  J.),  of  Aldbar,  Jet  Beads  exhibited  by,     . 
Chalmers  (Peter),  D.D.,  Donation  of  the  History  of  Dunfermline, 
Chambers    (Robert),    Proposed  Communication  with    the  Photographic 
Society,  .... 

Remarks  respecting  Allan  Cunningham,     . 

— Notice  and  Donation  of  Stone  Celts  (?)  found  at  Amiens,  France 

Vote  of  Thanks  to  Lord  Neavcs  for  Address, 

Drawings  of  Walls  on  the  Laws  Hill, 

Charles  VII.  of  France,  Letter  from, 

Charter-Chest,  Donation  of  an  Oak, 

Cliajitclherault  (Duke  of),  Notice  respecting, 

Chessmen  found  in  the  Isle  of  Skye,  Notice  of, 

Chinese  Mandarin's  War  Dress,  Donation  of  a. 

Christian  (James),  Letter  respecting  the  Sculptured  Stone  at  Dinnacair, 

Christie  (Alex.),  Burns'  Address  to  Graham  of  Fintry,  exhibited  by, 

Donation  of  Papers  relative  to  Edinburgh,  &c., 

Notice  of  the  Death  of.       . 
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Christie  (Rev.  John),  Ornamented  Stone  Ball  presented  thnmgh,             .  489 

Ghristiem,  King  of  Denmark,  Portrait  of,             .           .           .    *       .  12 

Ghnrches  dedicated  to  Saint  Maelrhubha,  Notice  of  the,  .            .           .  286 

Circular  Building  in  South  Uist,  Notice  of  a,        •           •           .           .  124 

at  Mousa,  Shetland,  Notice  of,       ....           .  128, 187 

Cists  or  CofSns.    See  Stone  Cists. 

Clava,  Cairns  and  Stone  Circles  at,            ....            .  47 

Donation  of  Drawings  of,    .....            .  50 

Clay  Hammer,  found  at  Montblairy,  Donation  of,              ...  68 

Clerk  (Right  Hon.  Sir  George),  Bart.,  Donation  of  Roman  Altars,  &c.,     .  87 

Clerk  (Sir  John),  Bart.,  Notice  respecting  the  Family  of,             .           .  87 

Clock  and  Watch  Making,  Notes  on,          ....            .  480 

"  Coal  Ring  Money,"  Donation  of  a  specimen  found  at  Dunse,      .           .  8C8 

Cobbold  (A.  B.),  Donation  of  Iron  Dagger,             ....  890 
Coffins.    See  Stone  Cists. 
Coins,  Donations  of  British,                        .         24,  86,  107,  246,  488, 489,  480,  481 

Anglo-Saxon,  ......        107, 249, 260 

Cufic,           ........  107,  250 

Ceylon,         ........  110 

French,        ........  247 

-^ Roman,        .                       ......  24, 247 

Spanish,      ........  247 

Notice  of  an  Anglo-Saxon,  of  Osberclit       ....  300 

Notes  respecting  Flacks  or  Achesouns  of  James  I.,            .            .  24,  86 

Notes  on  Farthings  of  King  John  of  England,      .            ,            .  107 

Columba,  Notice  of  St,        .            .            .            .            .            .            .  82 

Comb  and  Pins  of  Bone  found  in  a  "  Pict's  House"  in  Uist,        .            .  122 

Commission  (Blank)  signed  by  Prince  Charles  Edward,  Donation  of,       .  864 

Constantino's  Caye,  Notice  of,         .....            .  209 

Corporal  Case  from  Dumfermline  Abbey,  Donation  of,       .            .            .  484 

Council  of  Constance,  Notice  of  the,           .....  408.  471 

Covenanters'  Banners,  Notice  of,     .            .            .            .            .            .  253 

Craig  (J.  T.Gibson), Bums*  Address  to  Graham  of  Fintry,  &c., exhibited  by,  211 

Cramond,  Roman  Inscribed  Stone,  found  at,           ...            .  40 

Crannogcs  in  Scotland,  Notice  respecting,^             ....  85 

in  Bute,  Notice  of,  ......            .  48 

Craw,  Notice  of  the  Burning  of  Paul,  in  1438,       ....  477 

Crokor  (J.  Crofton),  Notice  of  Gold  Discs  found  in  Ireland,           .            .  188 

Cromlech  and  "  Pict's  House  "  at  Harris,  Notice  of,          .            .            .  134 

*  Mr  Robcuson'ii  Communication  has  l)ecn  reacn'ed  for  fuhirc  pnbllcatloii. 
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Cross-bow  found  at  Graigmiller  Castle,  exliibited,  . 

Crozier  of  St  Fillan,  Notice  and  Donation  of  Photographs  of  the, 

Cruden,  Notice  of  a  Cairn  at,  .  .  . 

Cmet  of  plated  Brass,  from  DnmfermUne  Abbey,  Donation  of, 


Coldees,  Notice  respecting  the, 


28,  82,  258,  804,  882 


Camming  (Miss  Sophia),  Donation  of  Flint  Arrow-heads  from  Forres, 
Cunningham  (Allan),  claims  of  being  in  possession  of  Bums's  Pistols, 

Dagger  or  Dirk,  Iron,  found  in  Aberdeenshire, 

found  at  Sheriffmuir,  Donation  of, 

Dalkeith  Church,  Notice  of  a  Monument  in, 

Dalriadic  Kings  and  Highland  Families,  Donation  of  Table  of, 

Dalrymple  (Charles  E.),  Donation  of  an  Urn  found  in  Hanover, 

Dane's  Dyke,  Fifeness,  Account  of,  ... 

Davis  (J.  B.),  Remarks  on  the  Bones  found  at  "  Haugabost," 

Denny  (P.),  Donation  of  a  Gold  Ornament  and  a  Pair  of  Gold  Armlets, 

Deuchar  (Patrick),  R.N.,  Donation  of  Ivory  Snuff-box,  Quaich,  &c., 

De  Wit  (Jacob),  Painter,  Notice  of,  ...  . 

Dinnacair,  Notice  of  Sculptured  Stones  found  at,  . 

Doddridge  Law,  Parish  of  Humbic,  Notice  respecting, 

Dodds  (Rev.  James),  Letter  respecting  Cists  found  at  Windymains,  Humbie 

Douglas  Family,  Notice  of  the,        . 

Douglas's  Peerage,  Notice  of  Error  in,        . 

Douglas  (James),  yr.  of  Cavers,  Donation  of  Books, 

Douglas  (William),  Donation  of  Bronzes,  Sewed- work  Picture  Frame,  &c. 

Dowth,  Ireland,  Notice  of  Cairn  at,  ... 

Drinking  Customs  in  Scotland  in  the  Seventeenth  Century, 

Drinking-Hom,  Donation  of  a,        . 

Drummond  (James),  Donation  of  Gun  Locks, 

Donation  of  Iron  Oil  Lamp,  Snuff-Grater,  Box  of  Weights,  &c.  &c. 

Donation  of  a  Padlock,  Cast  of  Brooch,  &c., 

Notice  of  a  Monument  in  Dalkeith  Church, 

Notice  of  the  "  Bluidy  Banner," 

Drummond  (Provost),  Donation  and  Notice  of  a  Medal  of, 
Dryden  (Sir  Henry),  Bart.,  Donation  of  Bone  Comb,  Pins,  and  Bronze 
Brooch,      ...... 

Notice  respecting  the  Burg  of  Mousa, 

Notice  respecting  a  Circular  Building  at  South  Uist, 

X)rysdale  (Andrew),  M.D.,  Donation  of  Russian  Musket,    . 
Thimbartonshire,  Roman  Inscribed  Stones  found  at  Croy, 

*U.  PART  HI.  2  M 
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124 
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Dumfriosshiro,  Komaii  Inscribed  Stones  fonnd  in,  .  .  . 

Dunbar  (Lady),  Donation  of  Drawing  of  Beads  found  in  a  Cist  at  Roteisle, 

Notice  of  the  Excavation  of  a  Cairn  at  Roseisle,    . 

Dnncan  (James),  M.D.,  Donation  of  Bronze  Egyptian  Figores, 
Dondas  (Robert),  Donation  of  Urns  fonnd  at  Amiston, 
Dnnkeld,  Decorations  in  the  Cathedral  Church  of,  ... 

Durham  (Mrs  Dundas),  Donation  and  Notice  of  Bones  found  at  Largo, 


"  Each-Uisgo  "  or  Water-horse,  Tradition  respecting  the, 

Eamshaw  (T.),  Inventor  of  Chronometer,  Notice  of, 

Edgar,  King  of  England,  Notice  of,  ...  . 

Edinburgh  County  Prison  Board,  Donation  of  "  Gaud  *'  and  Fetter-locks, 

Castle,  Notice  of  Repairs  at,  .... 

Proposals  for  Cleaning  and  Ligliting,  1786, 

Notice  of  Subscribers  to  the  Proposals  for  Cleaning  &c.,    . 

r-  Contract  for  Musical  Bells  in  1698,  by  the  City  of, 

■ Extracts  from  Rocords  respecting  visit  of  Bon  Jonson  to,  1618, 

•  Donation  of  Collection  of  Papers  relating  to, 

Royal  Exchanp;e  and  of  the  Infirmary,  Notices  of  tlic, 

Early  Notices  of  Wheel  Carria^^'es  used  in, 

E<lward  II.  King  of  England,  Notice  of,     . 

Egypt,  On  the  use  of  Bronze  and  Iron  in, 

Egyptian  Antiquities  presented  by  A.  Hciury  Rhind,  Notice  of,    . 

Bricks  stamped  with  Devices  and  Mummy  Ibises,  Donation  of, 

Figures  in  Bronze,  Donation  of,      . 

Figures  in  Clay,  Donation  of,         . 

Eleouora,  Daughter  of  King  James  I.,  Notice  of,   . 

Notice  of  "The  History  of  tlie  King's  Son  of  Galicia,"  by, 

Ellice    (Edward),  M.P.,    Donation   and  Notice  of    an  Urn  found 
Ardochy,  ....... 


at 


Episcopal  Cliurch  Service  performed  in  Ilolyrood, 
Etruscan  Vases,  Omaments  in  Gold,  &c..  Donation  of. 
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Fairlcss  (W.  D.),  Notice  and  Donation  of  Cast  of  Inscription  on  a  Bronze 

Vessel,      ........  440,  478 

Farrer  (James),  Donation  of  Gold  Discs  and  Amber  Beads,  found  in 

a  Barrow  in  Orkney,          ......  188,  196 

Notice  of  the  Opening  of  a  Barrow  at  Huntiscarth  in  Orkney,      .  196 

Ferguson  (Robert),  Poem  of  "  Auld  Reekie,''          ....  170 
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Ferguson  (Robert),  Poems  which  belonged  to  Robert  Barns,  exhibited, 

Fife,  Notice  of  Duncan  Earl  of,       . 

Fife  (Earl  of),  Notice  of  Documents  in  the  Charter  Chest  of  the, 

Five-Sliillings  Note,  Donation  of  a  Stirling, 

Forman  (Robert),  Donation  and  Notice  of  an  Urn  and  Portion  of  a  Skull 

found  at  Windymains,  Haddington, 
Frame  of  Sewed  Work  from  Italy,  Donation  of      . 
Frazer  (Robert),  Curator  of  Museum,  Notice  of  the  Death  of 
French  (G.  J.),  Donation  of  "  Banners  of  the  Bayeux  Tapestry," 

On  the  Ornamentation  on  the  Sculptured  Stones  of  Scotland, 

Fotheringham  (W.  H.),  On  the  Tliule  of  the  Ancients, 

Graelic  Poem,  Notice  of  an  Old,       ..... 
Qalbrayth  (  Sir  Thomas),  Illuminator  of  Manuscripts,  Notice  of,  . 
"  Gaud  "  (the),  and  Fetter-locks,  from  the  Old  Tolbooth,  Donation  of. 
Genealogical  Table  of  the  Abbots  of  Hy,  Donation  of, 

Table  of  the  Dalriadic  Kings,  Donation  of, 

Table  of  the  Families  of  Hay  in  Scotland, 

Geography  of  Scotland,  On  the  Early, 

Gibb  (Mr),  Donation  of  Stone  Implements,  &c.,     . 

Gifford,  in  Haddingtonshire,  Notice  of  the  Village  of, 

Galileo,  Notice  of  the  Discoveries  of, 

Gillis  (Bishop),  Donation  of  and  Notice  respecting  Bums's  Pistols, 

Glass  Lachrymatory,  Donation  of  a  Roman, 

from  Murano,  Donation  of  Specimens  of, 

Gold  Armlets,  Donation  of,  ... 

Chain  found  at  Holyrood,  Donation  of, 

Discs  found  with  Amber  Beads  in  a  Cist  under 

Orkney,     ..... 

Ornament,  Donation  of,       . 

Ornaments  for  Pompeii,  Donation  of, 

RingSf  Donation  of,  ... 

Gordon  (C),  Donation  of  Bone  Comb,  Bronze  Brooch,  &c.,  found  in  Uist, 

Notice  of  a  Circular  Building  at  Uist, 

Crough  (Richard),  on  the  Sculptures  on  the  Round  Tower  at  Brechin, 
Grew  (N.),  Description  of  the  Progress  of  Horology, 
Guinea  and  Half-Guinea  Balance,  Donation  of, 
Gun-Locks,  Donation  of  a  Series  of, 

Wheel  and  Flint,  Donation  of. 

Gun  in  the  Sea  off  the  Coast  of  Buchan,  Notice  of  a. 


a  Tumulus  in 
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HaddiDgton,  the  supposed  Birth-place  of  Knox,    . 

Extracts  from  Protocol  Books, 

Halbert,  Donatiou  of  tho  Head  of  a,  found  in  Lancashire, 

Halyburton  (Andrew),  Notices  of  the  Account-Book  of,  149^1604, 

Hamilton  (Archibald),  on  the  Birth-place  of  Knox, 

Hamilton  (Barbara),  [Jenny  Geddes],  Notice  of,     . 

Hamilton  (Claud),  Donation  of  a  Model  of  a  Hindoo  Temple,  ftc. 

Hammer  of  Clay,  found  at  Montblairy,  Donation  of, 

Stone  found  in  Fotfarsliire,  Donation  of. 

Harp,  Donation  of  an  Old,   . 

Harris  and  Lewis,  Notice  of  Beehive  Houses  in, 

Pict's  House  and  Cromlech  in, 

Hawthomdcn  MSS.,  Notice  of  the. 
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